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HEF; DEPTEL 378 ' ' .

FROM OUR v a n ta g e POINT WE CAN SEE PO SITIV E  DISADVANTAGES TO 
OUR POSITION IN SEA IN PURSUING COURSE OF ACTION OUTLINED RETFTEL.

1. IN F IR S T  PLACE RUSH TO CONFERENCE TA BLE WOULD SERVE TO 
CONFIRM TO CHICOMS THAT US RETA LIA TIO N  FOR DESTROYER ATTACSK WAS 
t r a n s ie n t  PHENOMENOM and t h a t  f ir m  CHICOM RESPONSE IN FORM OF ■ 
COMMITMENT TO.DEFEND WVN HAS GIVEN US "PAPER T IG ER " SECOND .
CFN 363 28 30 176 9 9 378 1. r ' ^

PAGE TWO RUMJIR 12A -S-£- C R E ~ ^  ; "
THOUGHTS, MOREOVER, MUCH OF BEN EFIC IA L EFFEC TS ELSEWHERE RESULTING  
FROM OUR STRONG REACTION TO EVENTS IN GULF OF TONKIN WOULD BE - 
SW IFTLY  d i s s i p a t e d . ' ; '3^; ■

2 . IN VIET-NAM su d d en  BACKDOWN FROM PREVIOUS STRONGLY HELD US;'' ' 
POSITION ON PDJ V.ITHDRAWAL PRIOR TO CONF ON LAOS WOULD HAVE 
PO TENTIALLY DISASTEROUS EFFEC T. MORALE AND W ILL TO FIGHTN 
PARTICULARLY WILLINGNESS TO PUSH AHEAD WITH ARDUOUS PACIFICATION  
TASK AND TO ENFORCE STERN MEASURES OF KHANH'S NEW EMERGENCY 
DECREE, WOULD BE UNDERMINED BY WHAT WOULD LOOK L IK E  EVIDENCE 
THAT US SEEKING TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ANY SLIG HT IMPROVEMENT IN 
NON-COMMUNIST POSITION AS EXCUSE FOR EXTRICATING IT S E L F  FROM, 
INDOCHINA VIA CONF ROUTE. T H IS  WOULD GIVE STRENGTH TO PROBABLE 

.PRO-GAULLIST CONTENTION.THAT 6VN SHOULD TH IN K ABOUT FOLLOWING.
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-2 -3 6 3 , August 9 , 9 p .m ., From Saigon
LAOTIAN~EXAMPLE BY SEEKING NEGOTIATED SOLUTION BEFORE'■ADV ANTAGE 
OF TEMPORARILY STRENGTHENED ANTI-COMMUNIST POSITION RECEDES.

3. GENERAL L E T  DOWN IN VIET-NAM. WHICH WOULD RESU LT FROM 
so fte n in g  o f OUR.ST and IN LAOS JUST AFTER WE HAD MADE GREAT SHOW OF 
F IR M N ESS ,V IS-A -V IS  COMMUNISTS WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY ERODE KHANH’ S 
PERSONAL PO SITIO N, WITH PROSPECTS'OF INCREASED PO LITIC A L IN S TA B IL IT Y  
and coup p lo t t in g .  r  '■

■ *

4. I T  SHOULlD BE REMEMBERED THAT OUR RETALIATORY ACTION IN GULF
OF TONKIN IS  IN EFFECT AN ISOLATED US-D??V INCIDENT. ALTHOUGH T H IS  
CFN 2 . 3 . 4. ' . <

PAGE TWO RUMJIR 12A 3 E C R E "T ----
HAS RELATION, AS AMB STEVENSON HAS POINTED OUT, TO LARGER PROBLEM 
OF DRV a g g r ess io n  BY SUBVERSION IN VIET-NAM AND LAOS, WE HAvE NOT 
RPT NOT YET COME TO GRIPS IN A FORCEFUL WAY WITH DRV OVER TH E IS S U E  
OF T H IS  LARGER AND MUCH MORE COMPLEX PROBLEM. INSTEAD, WE ARE 
ENGAGED, BOTH IN VIET-NAM AND LAOS, IN PROXY ACTIONS AGAINST pROXY 
AGENTS OF DRV. I F ,  AS BOTH KHANH AND SOUVANNA HOPE, WE ARE TO
Pa r la y  t h e  c o n seq uen c es of our r e c e n t  c la sh  w it h  t h e  drv

INTO ACTIONS WHICH SPEC IFIC A LLY  DIRECT THEMSELVES AGAINST DRw 
VIOLATIONS OF THE 1954 AND 1$62 AGREEMENTS, WE MUST AVOID BECOMING 
INVOLVED IN' PO LITIC A L ENGAGEMENTS WHICHURILL T I E  OUR HANDS AND 
IN H IB IT  OUR ACTION. FOR EXAMPLE, ANY EFFORT TO UNDERTAKE CREDIBLE  
JOINT PLANNING OPERATIONS WITH GVN RE IN TERD lfO RY AIR S TR IK E S  UPON 
IN FILTRA TIO N  NETWORK IN SOUTHERN DRV AND ESPEC IA LLY  IN PANHANDLE 
WOULD BE COMPLETELY UNDERCUT I F  WE WERE ENGAGED IN CONF D IS 
CUSSING THE LAOS TERR ITO RY  IN- QUESTION.

5. S IM ILA RLY , I T  WOULD SEEM TO US THAT SOUVANNA*S WILLINGNESS 
TO HOLD F a s t on PRE-CONDITIONS OR s u b s t a n t iv e  NEGOTIATIONS BEARS I 
DIRECT r e l a t io n s h ip  TO H IS  ASSESSMENT OF US WILLINGNESS TO MEET,
THE PROBLEM WHERE I T  ORIGINATES - IN NORTH VIETNAM IT E S E L F .
T H IS  ,FACT SHINES CLEARLY THROUGH H IS  RECENT B R IE F  L E T TE R  TO . '
PRES JOHNSON. MOREO ER , I T  WOULD BE FOLLY TO ASSUME TH aT  KHANH,
CFN 1954 1962 5. ,

PAGE FOUR RUMJIR 12A -S -E~€ R E-4^
WHO IS  NOW IN F a ir l y  e u p h o r ic  s t a t e  as r e s u l t  o f our g u l f  of
TONKIN a c t io n , WOULD DO ANYTHING OTHER THAN SLUMP INTO D EEPEST  
FUNK I F  WE SOUGHT TO PERSUADE HIM TO SEND GVN DEL TO CONF. EMB

- SE'GRE T-----
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^PREDICTION I S  THAT HE WOULD RESIGN RATHER THAN SEND SQAN D EL. ; -  ^

\

6. IN TE N S IF IE D  PRESSURES FOR GENEVA-TYPE CONF CITED IN R E F TE L  " 
WOULD APPEAR TO US TO BE COMING ALMOST EN TIR ELY  FROM THOSE WHO '
ARE OPPOSED TO US POLICY OBJECTIVES IN SEA (EXCEPT P O SS IB ILY  UK 
-WHICH SEEMS PREPARED JUMP ON 3ANDVAG0N). UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES,
WE SEE VERY L I T T L E  HOPE THAT RESU LTS  OF SUCH CONFERENCE WOULD BE 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO US. , MOREOVER, PROSPECTS OF LIM ITIN G  I T  TO CONSIDERATION 
OF ONLY LAOTIAN PROBLEM APPEAR AT T H IS  TIM E JUNCTURE TO BE .
DIMMER th a n  E-VER. EVEN THOUGH PRIOR* AGREEMENT REACHED TO L IM IT  ^
CONF, WE DO, NOT SEE HOW IN ACTUAL PRACTICE WE COULD L IM IT  D IS 
CUSSION SOLELY TO LAOS I F  OTHERS IN S IS T  ON RAISING OTHER IS S U E S . • /
TO b e s t  OUR KNOWLEDGE, WE NEVER "WITHDREW" FROM ROOM WHEN DRv ' '
ATTEMPTED RA ISE EXTRANEOUS IS S U E S  DURING 1961-1962 CONF.
INSTEAD, WE IN S IS TE D  TO CHAIR ON POINT OF ORDER AND HAD DRV RULED *
OUT OF ORDER. PROSPECT OF INFORMAL CORRIDOR DISCUSSIONS WITH pL,
DRV and CHICOMS IS  JU ST WHAZJGVN WOULD FEAR MOST AND MAY WELL 
in c r e a s e  PRESSURES ON GVN TO UNDERTAKE NEGOTIATED SOLUTION SO AS 

J P .  AVOID TH E IR  f e a r  OF BEING FACED WITH " F a I T  ACCOMPLI" BY US. .

7. RATHER THAN SEARCHING FOR "SA FETY  VALVE" TO D IS S IP A TE  CURRENT :  
"GENERALIZED .PRESSURES" SEA, I T  SEEMS TO US WE SHOULD BE L O O K IN G "  
FOR MEANS WHICH W ILL CHANNEL THOSE PRESSURES AGAINST D Rv;.
SEEMS TO US "SA FETY  VALVE", I F  NEEDED (FOR EXAMPLE BY SO V IETS ), ’ 
E X IS TS  IN CURRENT UNSC DISCUSSION., WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO FOcUS '/  
ATTENTION IN ALL FORUMS ON COMMUNIST AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS AS ROOT :
Ca u s e  of t e n s io n  in  s e a  and r e in f o r c e  our c u r r e n t s ta n c e , in  . '  . 
THE f i n a l  a n a l y s is , t h i s  STANCE WOULD BE MORE VALID DETERRENT '
TO ESCALATION. BY PL/VM THAN ATTEMPT SEEK ACCOMMODATION WITHIN ' 
CONTEXT LAOS PROBLEM ALONE.

‘WHILE NOT RPT NOT SPEC IFIC A LLY WITHIN OUR PROVINCE, WE WOULD POINT ; 
OUT THAT PL/VM APPEAR TO HAVE C A PA BILITY  OF RETAKING TERRITO RY  
REGAINED BY RLG IN OPERATION TRIANGLE AT ANY TIM E OF TH E IR  CHOOSING 
and THAT THEREFORE "TE R R ITO R IA L  SWAP” ENVISAGED IN D EPTEL MAY BE 
HIGHLY ILLUSO RY. MOREOVER, ANY TERR ITO R IA L DEAL WHICH SEEMS TO ■ 
CONFIRM PERMANENT PL/VM CONTROL OVER CORRIDOR AS AN ARRAN
GEMENT ACCEPTABLE TO US WOULD BE ANATHEMA TO GVN AND INDICATE OUR ’ , 
WILLINGNESS ACCEPT IN FILTRA TIO N  NETWORK AS TOLERABLE CONDITION 
ON GVN FRO N TIERS. SUCH SITUATIO N WOULD IN TH E IR  AND US MISSION ' . 
OPINIONS V IT IA T E  AGAINST ANY HOPE OF SUCCESSFUL PACIFICATION OF GvN: 
TERR ITO RY . GP-2 TAYLOR •

■BT . . :
CFN 7 ..  ̂  ̂ .. ■
Note; Advance copy to  S/S 0  a t 2 :4 4  pm 8/9/64

Passed W hite  House, DOD, CIA a t 6 :3 5 , pm 8/9/64
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V R E F E R E N C E S  D E P TE L  379  8 EM BTEL

E  X  B I S

1 .  WE W IL L  SUSPEND A LL OP 3 4 -A  ACTIONS U N T IL  WE REC EIV E  WORD 
FROM WASHINGTON FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF REV IEW  OF S ITU A T IO N  
PLANNED FOR EA RLY  T H IS  W EEK. MIG 15/17 DEPLOYMENT NORTH V IE T -  
Î AM W ILL  ADD SOME R IS K  TO A IR  AND SEA OPERATIONS B U T , IN  VIEW 
OF LACK OF ANY KNO ĴN N IG HT IN TE R C E P T C A P A B IL IT Y , WE SHOULD BE 
PREPARED TO ACCEPT R IS K  FOR N IG HT OPERATIONS AND D A Y-LIG H T ' .: 
A C T IV IT IE S  IN  IN TERN A TIO N A L W ATERS.

2 .  LANGUAGE OF R EF  D E P TEL  IN TE R P R E TE D  H2RE TO IN V IT E  RECOMMr-  ̂
ENDATIONS BEYOND SCOPE OF 3 4 -A  OPERATIONSo ON TH A T ASSUM PTIO N, 
WE RECOMMEND TH E  FOLLOWING AC TIO N S: /• '

5 A . M AINTAIN DESTRO YER PATROLS IN ; GULF OF TO NKIN ANE EXEC UTE 
fCONTINUING A IRSW EEPS INTERNAT36M /S. WATERS W ITH  A UTH O RITY TO ENGAGI 
[DRV BOATS AND A IRC RA FT UNDER RSLAT.ED R U LE S  OF ENGAGEMENT TAKING
I INTO  ACCOUNT TH E  RECENT ATTACKS OF TH E  DRV ON US V E S S E L S . : ...... V
REV IEW  FOR P O S S IB L E  ACTION RECOMMENDATIONS . r - ;  T C -
B ..A N D  C. OF EM BTEL 2S5o  ̂ ' ^

L • ■■ , , • -.I " V'

: B .-  A FTER  TA LK  W ITH  KKANH EA RLY  T H IS  WEEK, B ^ S IN  US ARMED ’ ' 
■RECONNAISSANCE M ISS IO N S IN  LAOS PANHANDLE, PR.OG RESSIVELY ATTA C KIN
I MOST CLEARLY ID E N T IF IE D  IN F IL T R A T IO N  IN STA LLA TIO N So  .T H E S E  
[M ISS IO N  SHOULD HAVE A U TH O RITY  TO S T R IK E  S P E C IF IE D  PJ'SCED TA R G ETS , 
iTO  ATTACK ROAD TR A F F IC  IN  S P E C IF IE D  AREAS AND TO CONDUCT F IR E -  
S J P P liE S S lV E  ATTACKS W ITH  APPRO PRIATE ORDNANCE AGAINST A N TI-A IR C H A 7 
E F B J S E S  A S 'N JD E D . ANY P U B L IC  STA TEM EN T REGARDING F L IG H TS  WOUL& 
S T R E S S  TH E  NEED TO PROTECT OUR RECONNAISSANCE OPERATIONS LW .
LAOS AND AVOID .ANY OTHER COMMENT ON O PERA TIO N S. .
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fC , EXEC U TE A PPRO PRIA TE IN C REM tN TS '(P A R TIC U LA R LY  AG AINST 
TA RG ETS RELA TED  TO IN F IL T R A T IO N ). OF CINCPAC OPLAN 3 7 -6 4  

l A l R  O PERATIO NS AG A IN ST NVN A FTER  : <■ ^
[CO M PLETING  FOLLOWING ACTIONS? jI*.  •*» ■ • •• :<:.

1 ( 1 )  S E T . FO RTH P U B L IC LY  AND E F F E C T IV E L Y  TH E  EVIDENC E OF CONTINUED;'
^ IN F IL TR A T IO N  AND CONTROL FROM NVN.

( 2 )  COMPLETE NEC ESSARY JO IN T PLANNING W ITH  KHANH.
1; • - ■• I - , . - A ,

. ‘i I

| ',(3 ) E S T A B L IS H  EV ID EN C E OF S U F F IC IE N T  PROGRESS IN  P A C IF IC IA TIO N  • ;v 
?.,0F PROVINCES AROUND SAIGON TO WARRANT UNDERTAKING NEW M IL ITA R Y
i  COMMITMENT.- ' i .  ■ ;

TH ESE  TH R E E  CO NDITIO NS ARZ M ET, I T  PROBABLY MEAn/ TA R G E T
'DATE FOR BEG INNING  3 7 *6 4  O PERATIO NS ABOUT 1 JANUARY 1965
GP-1 .: . TAYLOR . v - . , - V i : ; -

fCFN 40^30 33 m '379  ^gs’ l . ' ‘op''34-A MIG.'15/17;2 .‘ 34-A 
E 'B . ,  C. ,2S5 B .  ' Ĉ ,̂ 37-64, a);<2y :<3.>:j37r̂ ^̂
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■4

......

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

L  I  M D I  S

IN OUR REPLY TO D EPTEL 378 WE ARE TAKING HIGHLY NEGATIVE
POSITION ON COURSE OF ACTION OUTLINED TH ER E IN . SINcE OUR REASONING
IS  BASED IN LARGE MEASURE ON CONSIDERATIONS O F'EXTREM ELY S E N S IT IV E
Na t u r e , WHICH c l o s e l y  h e l d , our r e p l y ,not r p t  not b e in g  s e n t
ALL ADDRESSEES OF DEPT T E L .  _
T a ylo r
BT
CFN 365 29 32 3 7 _3 l 9_11 10 5 7 _5 l 36 178 9 9 9 10 378

I I

Note: Advance Copy to  S / S -0  a t 2 :4 2  pm 8/9/64
Passed W h ite  House, DOD, CIA a t 6 :5 0  pm 8/9 /6 4
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FROM: SA I GON

ACTION: SECSTATE 366

INFO: PA RIS 38
CINCPAC 179 
PHNOM PENH UNNUMBERED 
V IEN TIA N E UNNUMBERED 
LONDON UNNUMBERED 
MOSCOW UNNUMBERED 
HONG KONG UNNUMBERED 
NEW DELHI UNNUMBERED 
OTTAWA UNNUMBERED 
WARSAW UNNUMBERED 
NEW YORK UNNUMBERED

DATE: AUGUST 10, 3 PM.

Control: 7286
Rec'd: AUGUST 10, \SQ\ 

7 :2 9  A.M. 126

d e c la s s if ie d
Authority RAC

,NARA.Date /e>~^-97

CINCPAC FOR POLAD.

REF: DEPTEL I7 9  TO P A R IS .

RECENT CONVERSATIONS W ITH FRENCH CHARGE D 'A FFA IRES PERRUCHE AND 
H IS  STA FF ON ANT I-FRENCH DEMONSTRATIONS AND ON TONKIN GULF ACTION 
HAVE OFFERED GOOD. OPPORTUNI TV TO DRAW THEM OUT ON SUBJECTS 
SUGGESTED IN LAST THREE PARAS OF R E FTE L .

FRENCH EMBASSY ASSESSMENT OF VIETNAMESE S ITUA TIO N  IS  THAT I T  I S ,  
IN ONE WORD, HOPELESS. FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICERS CLAIM TO KNOW FROM 
FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE AND FROM TH E IR  CONSIDERABLE RANGE OF 
VIETNAMESE SOURCES THAT GVN EFFEC TIVEN ESS AND AUTHORITY ARE 
DECLINING RAPIDLY WITH NO P O S S IB IL IT Y  OF REVERSING TREND. WHILE 
S ITU A TIO N  IN COUNTRYSIDE SU P P L IE S  MOST ALARMING EXAMPLES OF 
GROWING GVN DECAY AND INEFFEC TIVEN ESS AND VC GAINS, M IN IS TR IE S  
IN SAIGON ARE MUCH LESS  EFFEC TIV E THAN EVEN FEW MONTHS AGO.

FRENCH USUALLY

T i t r n r j - REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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- 2 -  3^6 ,  AUGUST 10,  3 P M ., FROM SAIGON.

FRENCH USUALLY DESCRIBE GVN LEADERS AS IN EPT, INEXPERIENCED, TOO 
YOUNG, CORRUPT, AND, MOST IMPORTANT, LACKING IN UNITY AND ALL TOO 
INCLINED TO FIG HT ONE ANOTHER. FRENCH REGARD VIETNAMESE ARMY AS 
HOPELESSLY WAR-WEARY, LACKING IN COMBATIVITY, BUT NONETHELESS THE 
ONLY ORGANIZED FORCE IN SV , FROM TH IS  FOLLOWS THE THOUGHT THAT 
SOME DAY SOON ARMY W ILL  LEAD THE COUNTRY OUT OF HOPELESS 
STRUGGLE TOWARDS SOME PO LITIC A L SOLUTION.

FRENCH REACTION TO RECENT INCREASE IN AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR GVN AND 
p a c if ic a t io n 'PLANS IS  THAT THEY W ILL  CHANGE NOTHING. W HILE FRENCH 
ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOUNDNESS AND LOGIC OF AMERICAN PLANS AND FREQUENTLY 
VOLUNTEER HIGH PRA ISE FOR COURAGE AND PROFESSIONAL Q U A LITIES  OF 
AMERICAN M ILITA RY  ADVISERS AND USOM PROVINCIAL REPS , THEY IN S IS T  
THAT THE "P A T IE N T" VIETNAM IS  TOO NEAR DEATH TO BE SAVED. TH IS  
APPRAISAL DOES NOT SEEM TO BE BASED ON NOTION THAT WE CANNOT 
SUCCEED WHERE FRANCE FA I LED j FRENCH EMBASSY AND BUSIN ESS COMMUNITY 
PERSONNEL FULLY AWARE THAT FRENCH AND AI^RICAN EFFORTS NOT__. 
COMPARABLE. ONLY OUTWARD SIGN OF RECRIMI NXffoN IS  SUGGESTION THAT 
AMERICANS, HOWEVER GREAT TH E IR  MEANS.AND- ENThUSI ASM AND 
DETERMINATION, SIM PLY HAVE NOT BEEN INVOLVED. IN SEA LONG ENOUGH TO 
APPRECIATE EXTENT OF DECAY AND HOPLESSNESS.

WHEN ASKED IF  HE REGARDED NFLSVN AS CONTAINING IMPORTANT NON
COMMUNIST ELEMENTS, PERRRUCCCHE SAID HE REGARDED I T  AS COMPOSED 
EN TIR ELY  OF COMMUNISTS EXCEPT FOR FEW UNIMPORTANT FRONT 
MEN. HE COMMENTED THAT WHEREAS HE EQUATED NFLSVN TO V IE T  CONG IN 
H IS  REPORTING, QUA! HAS REMINDED HIM THEY TVO D IFFEREN T THINGS.
HE ADDED THAT MOST FRENCH PLANTERS ALSO SEEM TO REGARD NFLSVN AS 
INCLUDING IMPORTANT NUMBERS OF NON-COMMUNI S T S .  HE A TTR IB U TES  TH IS  

TO ROUTINE V IE T  CONG BRAIN WASHING OF PLANTERS BEING HELD FOR 
RANSOM.

WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE PRESUMED QUA I AND ESPEC IALLY DE GAULLE WERE 
THINGKING OF NFLSVN OR HANOI AND PEIPIN G  AS THE "VALID  
INTERLOCUTOR" FOR ANY NEGOTIATIONS TO END VIETNAM CONFLICT,
PERRUCHE R EPLIED  D E F IN ITE LY  NFLSVN. HE RECALLED THAT DE GAULLE

HAD INDICATED

mmmmrn
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HAD INDICATED TO AMBASSADOR M ILLE T  H IS  SCORN FOR HANOI, AS 
REPORTED IN EMBTEL I666 TO DEPT (NOTAL), AND H IS  IMPATIENCE WITH  
PE IP IN G S«S EFFORTS IN SEA. HE BELIEV ED  DE GAULLE WAS THINKING IN 
TERMS OF NEGOTIATIONS AMONG NFLSVN, GVN, AND CERTAIN RELIG IOUS 
GROUPS IN SVN. PERRUCHE SAID FRENCH THINKING COUNTS HEAVILY ON 
ASSUMPTION THAT IF  NFLSVN WERE TO BECOME INVOLVED IN SERIOUS 
PO LITIC A L NEGOTIATIONS, I T  WOULD MANIFEST
LOCALISM AND REFLEC T COCHIN-CHINESE PO LITIC A L PARTICULARISM MORE 
THAN MARXISM-. SAID FRENCH LONGER-TERM THINKING AND 
PROGNOSTICATIONS ALSO DRAW HEAVILY ON THE D IV ER S ITY  AMONG NORTH, 
CENTRAL AND SOUTH VIETNAMS, AND REGARDS THESE REGIONAL DIFFERENCES 
AS MORE IMPORTANT AND MORE LASTING AND BASIC THAN SUCH DIFFERENCES 
AS THOSE BETVEEN GVN AND VC.

PERRUCHE SAID HE COULD EA SILY  IMAGINE VICE PREMIER DO MAU 
ATTEMPTING FEELER S  TO NFLSVN. DESCRIBED DO MAU AS RESEMBLING THE 
CLASSICAL TYPE OF CHAUVINISTIC COMMUNIST. ADDED HE COULD NOT 
FORGET DO MAU HAD BEEN W ITH V IE T  CONG (OR V IE T  MINH) LONG TIM E. 
PERRUCHE SAID HE WOULD HARBOR NO SUCH SUSPICIONS OF VICE PREMIER 
NGUYEN TON HOAN, WHO HOWEVER ANT I-FRENCH HE WAS HAD LONG HISTORY 
OF ANTI-COMMUNIST STRUGGLE.

PERRUCHE COMMENTED THAT FRENCH NO LONGER REGARD DAI V IE T  AS 
BROADLY-BASED PARTY, WHICH HE ACKNOWLEDGED I T  ONCE HAD BEEN, BUT 
RATHER AS A CLIQUE OF SE LF-SEE K E R S .

PERRUCHE EMPHASIZED FRENCH WERE MERELY OBSERVING AND ANALYZING ALL 
TH IS  AND WERE D E F IN ITE LY  AVOIDING ANYTHING RESEMBLING PO LITIC A L  
ACTION OR INTRIG UE. EMBOFF SEVERAL TIM ES NOTED FIRMNESS OF 
'AMERICAN POSITION AND COMMITMENT TO GVN AND TO BLOCKING ANY 
EXTENSION COMMUNIST POWER SEA.

GP-3 .

NOTE; REFERENCE BELIEVED  TO BE INCORRECT.

- 3 -  3 6 6 , AUGUST 10,  3 P M ., FROM SAIGON.

TAYLOR

DHP
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Action

SVN

Info

SS
G
SP
SAL
EUR
FE
P
U S IA
NSC
IN R
CIA
NSA
DOD
NIC

RMR

VZCZCJIA545 
PP RUEHCR
DE RUMJIR i8A U/0915Z 
PR 110900Z ZEA_—
FM AMEMBASSYTSAIGON J)
TO RUEHCR/SEcWAnnTASHDC 
INFO RUM JFS/AM EMBASSY VIENTIANE 
RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BKGKOK 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
STATE GRNĈ
BT ,

0 0 8 7 2 7,
1S64 AUG I I M  12 45

X 0 M F !■ D E W T I AL ACTION PRIORITY DEPfUw
PRIORITY 186 VIENTIANE 34 BANGKOK 36 FROM SA 

ClNCPAC FOR POLAD

NFO C IN CP AC 
AUG 11, 5 PM

VIENTIANES. 255 TO DEPT.

CANADIAN DEL/ICC HAS RECEIVED REPORT DIRECTLY FROM CANADIAN 
OFFICER WHO TOLD MAJOR TUCKER HE HAD SEEN CHICCM SOLDIERS IN 
HANOI. TH IS  LATEST INFO INDICATES IN ITIA L REPORT, AS REFLECTED 
REFTEL, HIGHLY EXAGGERATED. NUMBER OF CHICOM MILITARY SEEN WAS 
NO MORE THAN 10-15. SOURCE UNABLE TO IDENTIFY THEIR BRANCH OF 
SERVICE OR GIVE OTHER PERTINENT DETAILS^ GP-3
TAYLOR .
BT

declassified
Authority i BAC 
Rv J^ARA, Date,„/g '^ '7 7

CONFIDBWIXA L - ^
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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Action

Info

c o n tr o l: -..... ; f t*■ <.ii ’ 

■■
• re c e iv e d :' august l l ,  2:00  A -M .-p

'. fr o m : SAIGON

■ i"i
, , DEOiASSiFIEEfhJ 

i. Aathprity

d e p a r tm e n t  387 By ; ,,^NARS, D at^

1̂*1INFO:-̂ —WHITE H0USE-31 ĵ.:i,i
_ _ ^ _ ^ D 0 D - 4 1 ^ ----- :— 1

CIA 34
CINCPAC 188 ■  ■

DATE: AUGUST 11, 6 PM

?- 0 r  "g- E- C R-X ^ T
■

■'! v  'i 
•' "i /-' ■ W m

, n p
rr rrrr̂

: E X D I  s

AM DISAPPOINTED TO NOTE FROM'JCS 7 S 2 S 'jO ' CINCPAC THAT 
PROPOSAL FOR FURTHER PATROL IN  GUL? OF TONKIN NOT AM O VED AT" rtj
T H IS  T IM E . AS NOTED EM BTEL 364 , WE FE E L  THAT I T  I S j l  

i..TO CONTINUE/THESE PATROLS AT FREQUENT IN TERV A LS. - I 
 ̂  ̂ ■ - ■■
'ALTH/)UGH' WE-:KNOy. IN. PAST SUCH PATROLS HAVE ONLY BEEN-; 
SPACED PERIODIC B A S IS , ARE CONCERNED THAT BOTH DRV/CK

KPCRTANT
!'! r  ■

Dt^'iUIDELY'-'''^ 
ICOM,. V

P.T' i'N FACE; / 
e ,j.TH IS ' ■ I \: 
IN:' AGAIN ^

AS WELL A S G V N W ILL  IN TER PR ET PRESENT ACTION AS RETRE  
.'DEPLOYMENT OF K IG S.TO  DRV. FROM STANDPOINT COMMUNIST 
■MAY ENCOURAC;: THEM TO RESUME ATTACKS WHEN PATROLS BEG 
i. AT LA TER DATE* - FROM' STANDPOINT GVN AND PUBLIC  ATTlTpD(ES .HERE ,-  
I T  W ILL  TEND TO HASTEN AND ACCENTUATE DROP IN  M0B4^^; _{IC H  

;RECEIVEB :^AJQR L I F T  FROM AUGUST 5̂  ACTION. •  ̂ ^ Vi;

INSOFAR AS ?NORMAL'REQUIREMENTS” ARE CONCERNED, I T  £E 
iPRESENCE OF MIGS IN DRV HAS RAISED PREVIOUSLY E X IS T IN  
'REQUinEMENTS FOPv PATROLS, INCLUDING N EC ESSITY CLOSEL'i.' 
iBY ELINTj^DEVELOPMENT OF GCI C A P A B IL IT IES  IN DRV
!gP - 1 : i V - ■  ̂ * i : ..

:CFN 38731 41 34 IS S  7S28 364. 5 ^
 r ■ ■(.. ■  ■ i  !

TAYLOR , ■'**AS RECEIVED. W ILL  BE SERVICED UPON REQUEST 
‘ NOTE; ADVANCE COPY TO S / S -0  AT 1 :4 6  PM 8 / I I ,

S|i
■

'1 :

r V  I, i-
S ' t o :us j

FOLLOWIt^^

/‘•i

64

■TOP CBcfoST'̂
REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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Action

S3
Info

CQNF I
Control:
Rec'd:

FROM: SAIGON

ACTION: SECSTATE 388 , PR IO R ITY

INFO: CINCPAC 189 , PR IO R ITY

DATE; AUGUST 11, yPM

L 1 M D 1I S

84oo
AUGUST n ,  1964
8:01 am

D EC LA SSIFIED

Authority ‘ £ ----- ^ r
py / ( ^  NARS, D a te _ ^ > i£ j-“‘

034

COLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO (NOW "PR ESS  O FFICER" FOR PM) CALLED ON 
JOHNSON TODAY AND WITH FURTHER REFERENCE TO PROPOSED REORGANIZATION 
OF GOVT (EM BTEL 355) SAID I T  WAS NOW PROPOSED CARRY OUT THE 
r e o r g a n iz a t io n  w i t h in  t h e  n e x t  t e n  DAYS. MINH WOULD BE OFFERED 
AMBASSADORSHIP LONDON, KHANH WOULD ASSUME POSITION CHIEF OF STA TE ' 
AND PRIMIN OR PRESID EN T ( I T  HAS NOT BEEN DECIDED WHICH),
PRESENT VICE PRIME M IN ISTER SH IPS  WOULD BE ABOLISHED. TRAN TH 1EN KHIEN
WOULD BE MADE DEPUTY PR I MlN FOR ALL M ILITA RY  MATTERS AND VU VAN MAU
DEPUTY PRIMIN FOR ALL C IV IL  M ATTERS. NGUYEN TON HOAN
WOULD BE OFFERED M IN ISTER SH IP  OF SOME KIND, NGUYEN XUAN OAnH
(JACK OWEN) IS  NOT IN GOOD FAVOR AND I T  IS  NOT CLEAR WHETHER HE
WOULD BE o f f e r e d  ANY JOB* DO MAU WAS NOT SPEC IFIC A LLY  MENTIONED :
BUT PRESUMABLY WOULD BE OUT. REPLACEMENT IS  BEING SOUGHT FOR
FONMIN QUAT, GENERAL DON WOULD BE RETAINED AND GIVEN JOB AS HEAD
OF "M IL ITA R Y  HOUSEHOLD". OTHER THREE DALAT GENERALS W ILL  BE
SENT ABROAD AND GENERAL VY W ILL  BE SENT TO STA TES  FOR SEVERAL
MONTHS TOUR IN ORDER ACQUAINT HIM WITH "THINGS AMERICAN"
IN HOPE THAT HE CAN RETURN TO IMPORTANT JOB HERE. COLONEL TON 
W ILL  BE RELIEV ED  AS COMMANDER 7TH D IV IS IO N , T R I ,  GC SECOND 
.CORPS, HAS BEEN OFFERED POSITION AS DEPUTY TO KHI EM BUT HAS TURNED 
I T  down and w i l l  PRESUMABLY REMAIN IN SECOND CORPS. APPARENTLY,
NOT D IREC TLY RELATED TO FOREGOING, E ITH ER  GENERAL T H I ,
GC F IR S T  D IV ISIO N  OR GENERAL XUNG, CG F IR S T  CORPS, W ILL  BE RELIEV ED  
BECAUSE MISHANDLINGS HUE DEMONSTRATION ((EM BTEL 3 7 8 ) .

APPROACH WAS TO BE MADE TO MINH T H IS  AFTERNOON AND THAO PROBED

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"rn T ir in n iT ijM
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JOHNSON FOR OUR ESTIM ATE OF MlNH^S REACTIONS. IN REPLY TO JOHNSON’ S 
QUESTIONS, THAO SAID KHANH HAD GIVEN UP HOPE OF WORKING WITH 
MINH AND LAST FEW DAYS On LY WITH D IFF IC U LTY  HAD BEEN RESTRAINED  
FROM a r r e s t in g  SOME OF THOSE AROUND MlNH AND UNDERTAKING 
"PU BLIC  PROPAGANDA" AGAINST MlNH. JOHNSONS CAREFULLY AVOIDED 
OFFERING ANY OPINION ON M lNHIS REACTIONS OR VOLUNTEERING 
TO HELP PERSUADE MlNH ACCEPT LONDON WHICH WAS APPARENT PURPOSE 
THAO'S PROBINGS AS WELL AS TO T E S T  WHETHER WE WOULD COME UP WITH  
ADVERSE REACTION TO REMOVING MlNH. THAO SAID MlNH W ILL  BE TOLD 
THAT IF  HE W ILL  GET OUT OF WAY AND GIVE KHANH YEAR TO "STRAIGHTEN  
THINGS OUT" MINH W ILL  BE INVITED  BACK AND GOVERNMENT TURNED OVER 
TO HIM IF  KHANH NOT SUCCESSFUL.

JOHNSON DID QUESTION REMOVAL OF QUAT AND OANH SAYING OUR IMPRESSIONS 
BOTH MEN WERE FAVORABLE. THAO SAID OTHERS ALSO FAVORABLE TO QUAT 
BUT KHANH F E L T  THAT HE "WORKED MORE FOR HIM SELF THAN FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT". HE SAID OAnH DID NOT KNOW HOW WORK WITH OTHER 
m i n i s t r i e s  AND IM PLIED  HE HAD BAD PERSONAL REPUTATIO N. ALSO 
SAID TR I DID NOT HAVE GOOD PERSONAL REPUTATION BUT WAS "A GOOD 
SO LD IER ".

THAO SAID THAT TRAN LE QUANG IS  WORKING ON CONSTITUTION.
ALTHOUGH PROVISION W ILL  BE MADE EVENTUALLY FOR AN ASSEMBLY,
NONE W ILL  BE FORMED AT TH IS  T IM E .

CAS HAS SIM ILA R REPORT FROM ANOTHER SOURCE TH IS  MORNING 
(FVS 10589).

B ES ID ES  DISPOSING OF PROBLEM OF MINH, KHANHtS OBVIOUS PURPOSE 
IS  TO CUT DAI V IE T  DOWN TO S IZ E  AND CONTROL P O S S IB IL ITY  TH E IR  
H O STILE  REACTION BY NAMING KHI EM TO MORE SENIOR POST. I T  REMAINS 
TO BE SEEN WHETHER KHANH CAN GET AWAY WITH I T .  VU VAN MAU WOULD 
BE REAL ADDITION GOVT, BUT REMOVAL QUAT AND OANH WOULD BE CON
SID ERA BLE LO SS. IF  HOAN REFUSES TO ACCEPT M IN ISTER SH IP  HE WOULD BE 
NO GREAT LOSS BUT COULD BE UPSETTING  INFLUENCE IN OPPOSITION.

ALEX JOHNSON AND EYE EXPECT TO SEE KHANH TOMORROW (AUG 12)
AND W ILL  TRY TO GET D IREC TLY FROM HIM STATEMENT OF INTENTIO NS.
IF  WE FIND THE FACTS ESSEN TIA LLY  A S_SET FORTH ABOVE (AND

- 2 - 3 8 8 ,  AUGUST 11,  yPM, FROM SAIGON

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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-3 -3 8 8 , AUGUST ] ] ,  yPM, FROM SAIGON

THAO»S ACCOUmT IS  CONSISTENT WITH PREVIOUSLY REPORTED INDICATIONS 
OF KHANHiS TH IN KIN G ), 1 WOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO DISSUADE KHANH FROM 
TH IS  KIND OF REORGANIZATION. I WOULD TR Y , HOWEVER, TO SALVAGE 
QUAT AND OANH WHO WOULD BE BADLY MISSED AND TO STRESS  NEED FOR 
CAREFULLY PREPARED PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AS REALIGNMENT 
OF GOVT MADE NECESSARY BY THE CONDITION OF EMERGENCY, OUR REAL 
CONCERN HERE IS  OVER THE INEV ITABLE SET-BACK TO STABLE GOVT WHICH 
ANY SUCH CHANGE W ILL  EN TA IL .

GP-3,

MCA

T A Y L O R

^O TE; ADVANCE COPY TO S / S -0  AUGUST 11 AT 9 :5 5  AM 
PASSED W HITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 9255 AM
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Action

Info

uEtiKlai
DECLASSIFIED 

Attthoi'iLv ^ 77^7^1 3 /</ /LT 032
PP RUEHCR “
DE RUMJIR 6A 12/Q1A5Z 
E_a_i20735Z_ZEA.

NARS, Date •.

LEM „A M iM B A SSX _SA I6 j3{i.
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC 

j INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
. STATE GRNC 

BT

CONTROL; 9 6 0 5 
RECD: AUGUST 12, 1964 

7 :5 7  a.m.

ACTION PRIORITY DEPT 392)INFO CINCPAC 192 fROM SAIGON AUG 12 2 PM
'5'  tLIWDIS 3

REF. A EMBTEL' 189 

r e f , B EMBTEL 171

SPENT AN HOUR WITH KHANH TH IS MORNING DEVOTED 
la rg ely TO a d isc u ss io n  o f,PENDING CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT 
CRGANIZATION and perso n n el* I  INTROUDUCED THE SUBJECT BY 
MENTIONING THAO’S V IS IT  YESTERDAY TO ALEX JOHNSON 
(EMBTEL 189) AND EXPRESSING AN INTEREST IN HIS PLANS IF  

;THEY WERE READY FOR DISCUSSION..

HE INDICATED SOME ANNOYANCE THAT THAO HAS RAISED 
THESE MATTERS BEFORE HE HAD HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO 
CF 393 192 ,12 2 PM A 189 B 171 189

PAGE TWO RUMJIR 6A S^-£_C_IUE-X-
^BUT THEN PLUNGED INTO A DISCUSSION OF HIS INTENTIONS  ̂
fUSING NOTES WHICH HE HAD PREPARED FOR THE OCCASION.

'A PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION IS  BEING DRAFTED, A COPY 
CF WHICH WILL BE FURNISHED US ON FIRDAY. I T  WILL PROVIDE 
FOR A GOVERNMENT GENERALLY AS REPORTED IN EMBTEL *71,
CONSISTING OF INDEPENDENT LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE AND 

: j u d ic ia l  branches w ith  t h e  MRC remaining as th e  CAPSTONE OVER 
THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE. THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY WILL BE C®POSED 
CF 60 a ppo in ted  MILITARY OFFICERS (ALL OR MOST RETIRED), 60 
MEMBERS ELECTED BY PROVINCIAL COUNCILS,. AND 30 APPOINTED FROM 

' POLITICIANSj NOTABLES AND CONFESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES.-OUT 
CF .THE 150 MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY, KHANH RECKONS THERE WILL

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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•BE ABOUT 60 ANTI-GOVERNMENT MEMBERS TO FORM A LOYAL OPPOSPION,
BRANCH WILL NOT HAVE SOLE LAWMAKING AUTHORITY 

SINCE THE EXECUTIVE WILL HAVE THE CONCURRENT POWER TO ISSUE 
DECREES IN TIME OF WAY OR EMERGENCY.

THE EXECUTIVE WILL BE HEADED BY A PRESIDENT (KHANH) AND A 
VICE-PRESIDENT (KHIEM) IN CHARGE OF MILITARY AFFAIRS. NO MENTION 
WAS MADE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF VU VAN MAU (SZE EMBTEL 189) TO 
A SIMILAR POSITION FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, BUT THIS MAY STILL  

iCFN 171 MRC 60 60 30 150 60 VO VAN MAU 189

- 2 -  392 , AUGUST 12 , 2 P.M. FROM SAIGON.

PAGE THREE R l^ J IR  06A:_S-3E-«-R-E--T
BE IN THE CARDS* THE PRESENT M INISTRIES WILL BE ALIGNED AS ^
DEPARTMENTS UNDER THE PRESIDENCY. KHANH IS  PLANNING SOME CHANGES 
AMONG PRESENT MINISTERIAL INCUMBENTS TO OBTAIN GREATER UNITY '
AND COMPETENCE BUT WAS NOT INCLINED TO DISCUSS PERSONALITIES. 
NONETHELESS, I  TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO PUT IN PLUG FOR QUAT ALONG 
LINE OF DEPTEL 388. HE REPLIED THAT HE WOULDPROBABLE KEEP QUAT 
although h e h a s’ TOO MUCH OF A PARTISAN DAI V IET FOR KHANH’ S 
LIKING.

KHANH*S ONLY REMARK ON THE JUDICIARY WAS THAT I T  WOULD BE 
. INDEPENDENT AS IN US. ^

KHANH HOPES TO ANNOUNCE THESE GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES BY„THE.......... ^
END OF THE WEEK.- HE S T IL L  HAS THE PROBLEM OF MINH AND THE FOUR 
DALAT GENERALS. HE INTENDS TO OFFER MINH AS AMBASSADORSHIP} IF  
HE DECLINES, THEN KHANH WANTS US TO TAKE HIM OFF HIS HANDS BY A 

‘MILITARY OR CIVIL SCHOOL ASSIGNMENT. IN ANY CASE, HE EXPECTS 
MINH TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY AMICABLY — OTHERWISE HE WILL RELEASE 

(INFORMATION TO PUBLIC HIGHLY DAMAGING TO MINH. I  URGED IMPORTANCE 
CF HANDLING TH IS  MATTER QUIETLY AND WITHOUT A PUBLIC SCANDAL 

,AND HE PROMISED TO DO HIS BEST. '
V 1 . ..

' KHANH had HOPED TO SALVAGE DON FROM THE OTHER D A L A T „ GENERALS 
; CFN QUAT 388 QUAT US MINH US

. .  :
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- 3 -  392 , AUGUST 12 , 2 P.M. FROM SAIGON.

  . . .

PAGE FOUR RUMJIR 06A S- E e- fr E f -
BUT TH IS  SOLUTION IS  PROVING UNACCEPTABLE TO CERTAIN UNSPECIFIED 

;MILITARY COLLEAGUES OF KHANH’ S. HENCE PLACES FOR ALL FOUR MUST
I BE FOUND ABROAD EITHER? IN EMBASSIES, US SCHOOLS.

PAGE FIVE RUMJIR 05A ^
! JACQUES.FOLLOWING THAT MEETING KHANH WANTS TO DISCUSS WITH US 
iTH E  TEXT OF THE PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION WHICH WE WILL PRE- 

SUM ABLY HAVE SEEN BY THAT TIME, 
r  TAYLOR  ̂
r B T  

t
TASKED ABOUT CHANGES IN THE MILITARY HIGH COMMAND, KHANH 
i INDICATED INTENTION TO REPLACE GENERAL XUAN Ca-IMANDING I  CORPS i 
FOR UNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE OF DUTY (POSSIBLY OUTCOME OF 
HUZ INCIDENT REPORTED IN (E M B T E L  378) AND GENERAL TR I CCS'IMANDING .
I I  CORPS. TR I IS  NEEDED TO PROVIDE KHIEt^ WITH,AN (PERATIONAL 

•PLANNER TO WORK WITH WESTMORELAND’ S STAFF. i

I  GAVE KHANH TWO GENERAL COMMENTS, THE F IR ST BEING CONCERN i
OJER RENEWED INSTABILITY WHICH WILL RESULT FROM THESE SWEEPING 

'CHANGES. KHANH RECOGNIZED POINT BUT INSISTS THAT THE COUNTRY 
COULD NEVER PROGRESS UNDER PRESENT GOVERNMENT. I  AM AFRAID 
THAT HE MAY THINK PERSONALITY, PR0BLET4S WILL : AWAY IF  HE !

.CHANGES THE ORGANIZATIONAL FRAMEWOkK. '̂'
tTHE SECOND POINT MADE WAS TO EMPHASIZE THE" NEED TO EXPLAIN 
ADEQUATELY THESE CHANGES IN ADVANCE AS A REALIGNMENT MADE 
NECESSARY BY THE STATE OF EMERGENCY. KHANH”MADE NOTE OF TH IS  
POINT WHICH WE WILL REOPEN WITH HIM ON pRIDAY' WHEN THE MISSION 
COUNCIL MEETS WITH THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AT CAP ST.
CFN US XUAN I  378 TR I 88 TR I

NOTE; ADVANCED D ELIVERY TO S/S-O  at 10 :25  a .m ., AUGUST 12, 1964
. PASSED W HITE HOUSE,. DOD, CIA at 1 0 :50  a.m. AUGUST 12, 1964

....' • '  . ....................................... .......  . . .
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57

PEOAS^',tfV£D

0 .

Authority

D E C LA S S IF IE D
^ r / ? r e  5 v v _ 7 £ _

B y _ A S — . jNAES, Date.

INFO aUHLHQ/CINCPAC 

STA TE GRNC 

BT

5- £ C -B-

ACTION P R IO R ITY  DEPT 593 INFO CINCPAC 192 FROM SAIGON AUG 12 2

LI?1DIS
R E F . A E?13TEL 189 
R E F . B EM BTEL 171

SPENT AN HOUR W ITH KHANH T H IS  MORNING DEVOTED 

U H G ELY  TO A DISCUSSION OF PENDING CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT 

ORGANIZATION AND PERSONNEL. I  INTROUDUCED THE SUBJECT BY 

MENTIONING THAO'S V IS I T  YESTERDAY TO ALEX JOHNSON 

(E.'iBTEL 1S9) AND EXPRESSING AN IN TER ES T IN  H IS  PLANS IF  

THEY WERE READY FOR DISCUSSIO N.

'■j ■ . - ' '
Hf' INDICATED SOME ANNOYANCE'THAT THAO HAS RAISED

TH ESE MATTERS BEFORE HE HAD HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO

7-1—I SSL-^
i i a i o t  Q I/lL'iC  COPY i

i
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PAGE TWO RUMJIR 6A S >H C R g- T

BUT THEN PLUNGED im O  A DISCUSSION OF H IS  INTENTIO NS  

USING NOTES WHICH HE HAD PREPARED FOR TH E OCCASION.

A PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION IS  BEING DRAFTED, A COPY 

OF WHICH W ILL  BE FURNISHED US ON FIRD A Y. I T  W ILL  PROVIDE 

FOR A GOVERNMENT GENERALLY AS REPORTED IN EMBTEL 171,

CONSISTING OF INDEPENDENT L E G IS L A T IV E , EXECUTIVE AND 

JUD IC IA L BRANCHES W ITH TH E MRC REMAINING AS TH E CAPSTONE OVER 

TH E EN TIR E  STRUC TURE. TH E LE G IS LA T IV E  ASSEMBLY W ILL BE COMPOSED 

OF 60 APPROINTED M ILITA RY  O FFIC ERS (ALL OR MOST R E T IR E D ) ,  60 

MEMBERS ELECTED BY PROVINCIAL COUNCILS, AND 30 APPOINTED FROM 

PO LIT IC IA N S, NOTABLES AND CONFESSIONAL R EPRESEN TA TIV ES . OUT 

OF THE 150 MEMBERS OF TH E ASSEMBLY, KHANH RECKONS TH ERE W ILL  

BE ABOUT 60 ANTI-GOVERNMENT MEMBERS TO FORM A LOYAL OPPOSPION. 

TH E LE G IS LA T IV E  BRANCH W ILL NOT HAVE SOLE LAWMAKING AUTHORITY  

SINCE THE EXEC UTIVE W ILL  HAVE TH E CONCURRENT POWER TO ISSU E  

DECREES IN TIM E OF WA^OR EMERGENCY.

TH E EXECUTIVE W ILL BE HEADED BY A PRESIDEN T (KHANH) AND A
r

V IC E-PRESID EN T (KHIEM) IN CHARGE X>F M ILITA RY  A FFA R IS . NO MENTION 

WAS MADE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF VU VAN MAU (SZE  EMBTEL 189) TO 

A SIM ILA R PO SITIO N ,FOR PO LITIC A L A FFA IR S , BUT T H IS  MAY S T I L L

qmCK copy
i
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PAGE THREE RUMJIR 06A H li! T  ‘

BE IN THE CARDS. TH E PRESENT M IN IS TR IE S  W ILL BE ALIGNED AS 

DEPARTMENTS UNDER TH E PRESIDENCY. XHANH IS  PLANNING SOME CHNGES 

Â IONG PRESENT M IN IS TER IA L  INCUMBENTS TO OBTAIN G??EATEH UNITY  

AND COMPETENCE BUT WAS NOT IN a iN E D  TO DISCUSS PERSO N A LITIES . , 

NONETHELESS, I  TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO PUT IN  PLUG FOR QUAT ALONG

LIN E  OF D EP TEL  388 . HE R EP L IED  THAT HE WOULD 
W

^ROBABLI^KEEP QUAT

ALTHOUGH HE jJAS TOO MUCH OF A PARTISAN DAI V IE T  FOR KHANH’ S 

L IK IN G .

KHANH’ S ONLY REaAHK ON TH E  JUDICIARY WAS THAT I T  WOULD BE 

INDEPENDENT AS IN US.

f i
KHANH HOPES TO ANNOUNCE THESE-GOVERNMENTAL CHNGES BY TH E

I N

END OF TH E  WEEK, HE S T I L L  HAS TH E  PROBLEM OF MINH AND TH E FOUR 

DALAT GENERALS. HE INTENDS TO OFFER MINH A^ AMBASSADORSHIP; I F  

HE D EC LIN ES , THEN KHANH WANTS US TO TAKE HIM OFF H IS  HANDS BY A - 

M ILITA RY  OR C IV IL  SCHOOL ASSIGNMENT. IN  ANY CASE, HE EXPECTS 

MINH TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY AMICABLY - -  OTHERWISE HE W ILL RELEASE  
%

INFORMATION TO PU BLIC 'H IG H LY  DAMAGING TO MINH. I  URGED IMPORTANCE’ 

OF HANDLING T H IS  MATTER Q U IETLY  AND WITHOUT A PUBLIC  SCANDAL 

AND HE PROMISED TO DO H IS  B E S T .

KHANH HAD HOPED TO SALVAGE DON FROM TH E  OTHER DALAT GGENERALS 

€ f ^ r g u 5 r - 3 ^  quaT Ds^fttmf~ys

r,«M Qiifoc copy i
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PAGE FOUR RUMJIR 05A 3 £ t  R g- T

BUT T H IS  SOLUTION IS  PROVING UNACCEPTABLE TO CERTAIN UNSPECIFIED

M ILITA RY  COLLEAGUES OF KHANH'S. HENCE PLAICES FOR ALL FOUR MUST
OA ^

BE FOUMD ABROAD E ITH E R  IN EMBASSIESM|:US SCHOOLS.

ASKED ABOUT CHANGES IN TH E M ILITA R Y  HIGH COMMAND, KHANH 

INDICATED INTENTIO N TO REPLACE GENERAL XUAN COMMANDING I  CORPS 

FOR UNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE OF DUTY (PO SSIBLY OUTCOME OF 

HUZ INCIDENT REPORTED IN  ZM BTEL 378) AND GENERAL T R I  COMMANDING

I I  CORPS. T R I  I S  Ne e d e d  to  p r o v id e  k h ie m  w i t h  an o p e r a t io n a l

PLANNER TO WORK WITH WESTMORELAND’ S STA FF .

I  GAVE KHANH TWO GENERAL COMMENTS, TH E F IR S T  BEING CONCERN 

OVER RENEWED IN S T A B IL IT Y  WHICH. W ILL  R ESU LT FROM TH ESE SWEEPING 

CHANGES. KHANH RECOGNIZED POINT BUT IN S IS T S  THAT TH E COUNTRY

4C0ULD NEVER PROGRESS UNDER PRESENT GOVERNMENT. I  AM AFRAID
i f  Hf-

THAT HE MAY TH IN K PERSONALITY PROBLEMS W ILL : -2 -6  8!

CHANGES TH E ORGANIZATIONAL FRAMEWORK.

THE SECOND POINT MADE WAS TO EMPHASIZE TH E NEED TO EXPLAIN  

ADEQUATELY TH ESE  CHANGES IN ADVANCE AS A REALIGNMENT MADE 

NECESSARY 3Y TH E STA TE  OF EMERGENCY. KHANH MADE NOTE 0F T H IS

POINT WHICH WS W ILL REOPEN WITH HIM ON FjlRbAY WHEN THE MISSION

COUNCIL MEETS W ITH TH E NATIONAL SEC URITY  COUNCIL AT CAP S T .

ua-X.»AN-I-.37&- -----  /  ‘
RUl'I J T R 5 Z C TC L  T ,i

(JACQUES. F O I^  I
OWING THAT MEETING KHANH WANTS T^ S ISC U SS  WITH US

THE TE X T O F'TH E  PROVISIONAL'CONSTITUTION k iC H  WE W ILL  PRE-

Sp a IB P y ,HAVE SEEN BY THAT T IM E . . 1 ' ' -

q t;i.a c copy \
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Action

SVN
Info

SS
G
SP
H
SAL
EUR
FE
10
P
U SIA
NSC
IN R
CIA
NSA
DOD
NIC

RMR

gQi j f  I DE-NT ran
Control:
Rec'd:

9760
AUGUST 12,  I 961( 
n A . M .FROM: SA I GON

ACTION: SECSTATE 399I

JN FO : bANGKOK 4o
HOlMG KONG 60 
LONDON 36 
MOSCOW 12 
PAR 1S 45 
PHNOM PENH 63 
VIENTIANE 38 
CINCPAC 195

DATE; AUGUST 12 , 7 P .M .

CINCPAC FOR POLAD

REPORT FROM PERMANENT CANADIAN ICC R EP . HANOI, JACKSON,
DATED AUGUST 10 INCLUDES FOLLOWING PA R^

QTE W HILE OUTWARD ASPECT OF HANOI REMAINS REMARKABLY CALM,
THERE IS  NOW EVIDENCE OF WIDER REACTION TO EVENTS OF AUGUST 5 . 
TRENCH-DIGGING PROGRAM HAS BEEN STEPPED  UP AND VIRTUALLY" EVERY 
HOUSEHOLD WITHOUT A TRENCH SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
BUILD  ONE. HAVING BEEN DUG PARTLY UNDERGROUND OR COVERED WITH 
ROOFING M A TERIAL, SOME NEW TRENCHES ARE Q UITE ELABORATE. IN THE 
DENSELY POPULATED AREA OF "FLEA  MARKET” THERE APPEAR TO BE 
UNDERGROUND NETWORKS OF TRENCHES. INSTRUCTIONAL PERIODS IN 
D IS TR IC T  MEETING HALLS ARE TAKING PLACE EVERY EVENING AND ARE 
REPORTEDLY DEVOTED EN TIR ELY  TO C IV IL  DEFENSE AND GENERAL A LER T. 
UNCONFIRMED BUT CONVINCI^G REPORTS SUGGEST THAT POPULATIONS HAS 
BEEN N O TIF IED  THAT ATTACK ON HANOI IS  IMMINENT AND THAT 
A UTH O RITIES ARE CONSIDERING PLAN OF EVACUATION OF WOMEN AND 
c h ild re n ,  p u b lic  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  F A C IL IT IE S  ARE APPARENTLY TO BE 
M O BILIZED FOR TH IS  PURPOSE AND POLICE ARE TO FA C IL ITA TE  MOVr-'ENT 
OUT OF C ITY . S IM ILA R REPORTS ARE EMANATING Ĉ OM PROVINCIAL Vlt&Ali 
CENTERS, REPORTS ALSO SUGGEST THAT SUCH VMRELIABLE ELEMENTS OF

THE POPULACE
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

\
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-2 -3 9 9 , a u g u s t 1 2 , 7 p . m. ,  from saig g m

TH E POPULACE AS FORMER MEMBERS OF THE NATIO NALIST ARMED FORCES : 
AND TO LESSER  EXTEN T DISPO SSESSED ENTREPRENEURS HAVE BEEN 
ROUNDED UP IN LARGE NUMBER AND INCARCERATED,. RUMOR HAS I T  THAT ! 
SOME ELEMENTS UNDER SUSP 1CI ON HAVE SOUGHT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE s i tu a t io n  TO S L IP  INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE WHEN SURVEILLANCE 
MAY BE LESS  E FFE C TIV E . LOYAL C ITIZET^S HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
SHARPEN TH E IR  VIGILANCE AGAINST SUSPECTED ENEMIES OF THE REGIME^ 
M IL IT IA  UlS'lTS ARE BEING D R ILLED  ON AN EXTEN SIV E SCALE THROUGHOUT 
TH E C ITY  AND PRO TEST DEMONSTRATIONS ARE IN F U LL  SWING. FOR F IR S T  
TIM E IN TWO YEARS HANOI BUREAU'OF THE 1CC;HAS BEGUN TO 
REC EIVE P E T IT IO N ER S  FROM LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS AND INDUSTRIAL 
CONCERNS. UNQTE.

JACKSON GOES ON TO NOTe THAT PRESS HAS CONCENTRATED ON REGIME»S 
COUNTER-PROPAGAND/i AHiD HAS CARRIED L I T T L E  SUBSTAN TIVE INFORMATION 
ABOUT SITUA TIO N '. BUREAUcRaTIC APPARATUS IS  TAKING SOME TIM E TO 
S E T  IT S E L F  IN MOTION^ JACKSON B E L IE V E S  THERE IS  ELEMENT OF 
CONFIDENCE Ilii PU BLlC ^S A TT iTU D E  A TTR IBU TA B LE  PA RTIA LLY  TO 
IGNORANCE AMD PA R TIA LLY  TO PRE-COnD]TiaN(NG FOR SUCH AN 
e v e n tu a lity  OVER PAST SEVERAL MONTHS, (CU&/A». AW^ASSADOR WHO 
W ITNESSED ACTION AT HON GAI WAS IMPRESSED BY CALM METHODICAL 
MANNER IN WHICH BGTf» M ILITA RY  UNI: I S  AND C IV) L I AN5 REACTED TO
a t t a c k , )

L I T T L E  SP EC IF IC  INFORMATION HAS BEEN REVEALED ON R ESU LTS  OF 
U „S . a t t a c k s  or NAVAL ENGAGEMENTS. HOWEVER, SEVERAL PRESS  
ACCOUNTS HAVE NOW APPEARED CONTAINING EYEW ITNESS ACCOUNTS OF 
HON GAi ACTION WHICH IMPLY THAT CASUALTIES AND DAMAGE WAS SUFFERED. 
c o l/  HA VAN LAU^ C HIEF OF NVN LIAISON MISSION TO ICC, HAS ALSO 
ADMITTED IN PR IV A TE THAT THERE WERE CASUALTIES AND DAMAGE AND 
THAT A V ESSEL WAS SUNK, BUT SAID I T  WOULD TAKE TIM E BEFORE 
DAMAGES COULD BE ACCURATELY ASSESSED.

AS FOOTNOTE^ JACKSON INCLUDED FOLLOWING OBSERVATION; "'LA TEST  
MOVE m HANOI»S GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY IS  REVIVAL ON LOCAL C IRC UIT  
OF A tw o -ye a r OLD CHINESE F ILM  RELATUi^G EX PLO ITS OF HEROIC 
CHINESE gunboat in  a c tio n  GAINST V IC IO US IM P ER IA L IS T  W A RSHIP,"

GP-3 .
TAYLOR

NAR/22  . '  C Q TjriDDaiA L—
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department o f State

CQNglDEMTlAL-
Action _____

ZCZCMJA142 ' .j3 Q rjP l/? S^
PP RUEHCR IZ  ^

I n f o  DE RUMJIR 22A 12/1320Z  Oj 3
P l? t"1 2 Z  ZEA
C EP ta Sa S^ Y  S A T f i^  '
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 
STATE GRNC
BT ' ____ _
C 0 N-f  I 'D  E N - T - r - T T T  PRIORITY AUGUST 12 6t30PM

REF: AIDTO 747 ' /

L  I  M D I  S

US MISSION TAKING FOLLOWING STEPS RE VC CAPTURE GRAINGER AND 
ASSOCIATES: '  , '

1. ON BASIS IMMINENT FIELD  INVESTIGATION, AND SUBJECT TO 
CONSULTATION APPROPRIATE SAIGON AND PROVINCIAL GVN AUTHORITIES, 
PLAN TO prepa re AND REQUEST GVN DISSEMINATE LEAFLET ON URGENT • 
BASIS EMPHASIZING THAT USOM EMPLOYEE’S JOB IS  CIVILIAN, ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL IN NAUTRE, DIRECTED AT HELPING IMPROVE L IF E  OF RURAL 
POPULATION, l e a f l e t  WILL ALSO OFFER.REWARD (AS HAS BEEN DONE 
ON OCCASSION IN PAST) FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO PRISONERS* 
RELEASE AND, IF  POSSIBLE, WILL CONTAIN PHOTOGRAPHOF GRAINGER 
CFN 402 12 6:30PM 402 747 1 '

PAGE 2 RUMJIR 22A G-O-fi-F I  D E r T  I  A L
ENGAGED IN CIVILIAN ACTIVITY. •

2. USOM AND CAS WILL CANVASS LOCAL ASSETS TO ENSURE THAT ALL 
a v a ila ble overt and covert a s s e ts  are EMPLOYED TO OBTAIN

' . INFORMATION REGARDING PRISONERS *S WHEREABOUTS, AS WELL AS 
INFORMATION RELEVANT TO POSSIBLE MEANS OF LIBERATING 
PRISONERS. (FOR EXAMPLE, ,GVN WILL BE APPROACHED FOR PERMISSION 
TO INTERROGATE TWO RECENT VC RETURNEES IN PHY YEN.)

3. MISSION IS  PREPARING SOP’ S FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES IN FIELD  v 
SETTING FORTH CONDUCT DESIGNED REDUCE RISKS OF CAPTURE AND 
CONDUCT AS POW. IN LATTER CONNECTION, WE ARE REVIEWING EMBASSY 
AND MACV REPORTS BASED ON ARTHUR KRAUSE’ S EXPERIENCE AS VC 
PRISONER FOR FIVE MONTHS LAST YEAR, BUT WOULD WELCOME WASHINGTON 
AGENCIES’ guidance RELATED TO ANY OTHER PERTINENT EXPERIENCES.

. d e c l a s s if ie d

.  ^  ^  ^  A   .3  ̂ reproduction from this copy is
A u th Q n ty  L _  ___ PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
Py  N A RS, D a te ih ja ^ J C ^
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•— G «? F iD EH TlS i:

 ̂ -2- 402, AUGUST 12, 7 PM, FROM; SAIGON

4. IN CONNECTION ABOVE, IT  OCCURS TO US THAT OUTPUT FROM 
WASHINGTON REGARDING ANTI-GUERRILLA TRAINING AT FORT BRAGG BEING 
GIVEN 23 NEW USOM EMPLOYEES CWHICH BEING GIVEN SOME pLAY HERE) 
MIGHT UNDERMINE OUR EFFORTS EMPHASIZE CIVILIAN CHARACTER OF USOM 
PROVINCE REPRESENT at 10>l^

REGARDING REFTEL’ S SUGGESTION FOR APPROACH TO'ICRC, AGREE 
SUCH APPROACH DESIRABLE, EMPHASIZING CIVILIAN, ECONOMIC AND 
CFN 2 3 4 23

lUE 3 RUMJIR 22A C 0 W' F I D E N T I A L ----
SOCIAL NATURE OF USOM EMPLOYEE’ S WORK.-WE ARE ALSO SUGGESTING 
THAT GVN PROTEST TO ICC AS THEY DID ON THREE CAPTURED '
MISSIONARIES. ,
GP-3. TAYLOR 
BT
CFN GP-3.
U -------■ 

ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-O 12;45 PM, 8/12/64. 
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DCD, CIA 4:50 PM, 8/12/64.
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Action
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Info
FROM:

ACTION:

INFO: 

D A TE;

SAIGOIM

SECSTATE kok PR IO R ITY  

GlWCPAC 198 

AUGUST 12,  8 P.M .

Control:
Rec'd:

9725
AUGUST 12,  
1 1 s30 A.M,

D E C LA S S IF IE D  
Authority S T /^  1 e  3 •/Y ^  

Bv NAKS, Date

E B TE L  393 .

L I M D 1 S

AT GENERAL MlNH»S INVITATIOTM I CALLED ON HIM, EXPECT IMG HIM TO 
R A ISE  SOME ASPECT OF THE PENDING GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES 
REPORTED IN EMBTEL 393 . INSTEAD HE SEEMED TO BE LONESOME AND 
w a n tin g  to  f in d  o u t w hat IS  GOING ON ABOUT TOWN, HE,
HEARD MANY RUMORS WHICH ARE ABOUT AND SENSES SOMETHING 
BU T IS  NOT SURE WHAT.

TOO, HAS 
IS UP

HE HAD IN FRONT OF HIM A NUMBER OF FOREIGN PRESS NOTICES,
SOME s p e c u l a t in g  ABOUT H IS  FUTU RE. ONE WAS TO EFFEC T HE WAS ABOUT 
TO BE CAHSIERED, ANOTHER THAT HE WAS TO BE MADE AN AMBASSADOR AND 
A TH IRD  THAT HE WOULD BE RETAINED AS CHIEF OF STA TE UNDER A NEW 
g o v ern m en t. I TOLD HIM THAT I HAD HEARD SOME OF THESE RUMORS, 
in c lu d in g  one t h a t  HE WOULD BE APPOINTED AMBASSADOR, HE R EPLIED  
IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS THAT IN TIM E OF WAR HE WOULD NOT LEAVE THE 
c o u n tr y , i f  anyone WANTED H IS  PRESENT JOB HE WOULD GLADLY 
EXCHANGE I T  FOR A GUN TO USE AGAINST THE VC.

AT ONE POInT^ HE STATED THAT AS US REPRESEN TA TIVE I 
ALLEGEDLY SUPPORTING KHANH AS AN INDIVIDUAL RATHER THAN AS PM, I 
R E P L IE D  THAT USG WAS IN TERESTED  IN PR IN C IPLES AND PROGRAMS NOT 
INDIVIDUALS AS SUCH. RIGHT NOW OUR PREOCCUPATION WAS TO AVOID 
FURTHER CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT AND TO AHClEVE SOME PO LITIC A L  
S T A B IL IT Y .

. .TAYLOR
Note; Advance copy to  S / S “0 a t 2°25 pm 8/12/64
Passed W h ite  House, DOD. CIA 4 ; 57  pm r epr o d u c tio n  fro m  th is  co py is

NAR/22 -PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department o f Sta.e
V P -

3 4
Action

Info

Control:
Rac'd:

FROM: SA 1GON

ACTION: SECSTATE 1+08

INFO: CINCPAC 200

DATE: AUGUST 13, 6 PM

10718
AUGUST 13, 1964
9 : o8 am

D EC LA SSIFIED  

Authority S T / i r S  J  

H-  k A  NAES, Date. 033

CINCPAC FOR'POLAD

L 1MD1S

EMbTEL 393

QUAT ASKED PO LITIC A L COUNSELOR TO COME BY FOREIGN M INISTRY  
T H IS  MORNING FOR PRIVATE TA LK . QUAT HAD UNDOUBTEDLY HEARD 
SPATE OF RUMORS REGARDING IMPENDING CHANGES W ITHIN  THE GVN 
AND WISHED PUSH A FEW OF H IS  IDEAS AND INDICATE H IS  W ILLINGNESS 
REMAIN IN REVAMPED GOVERNMENT.

QUAT COMMENTED THAT GVN NOT NOW FUNCTIONING SMOOTHLY DUE ON 
ONE HAND TO KHANH»S SUSPICION OF C IV IL IA N S , PARTICULARLY  
PO LIT IC IA N S, AND ON OTHER HAND BY PARTISAN APPROACH OF MANY 
C IV ILIA N S TO CURRENT PROBLEMS AND TH E IR  PENCHANT FOR S T E R IL E  
IN TRIG UES. QUAT EMPHASIZED THAT HE WAS ALL FOR KHANH, ADDING 
THAT HE PERSONALLY STRONGLY SUPPORTED KHANHS RECENT EMERGENCY 
DECREES, HOWEVER, IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION WAS HOW THESE  
STARK DECREES WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED AND IN TH IS  KHANH COULD 
USE CONSIDERABLE HELP FROM H IS  C IV ILIA N  ADVISORS. HE STRESSED  
THAT KHANH NEEDED GROUP OF S E LF LE S S  PO LITIC A L ADVISORS IN H IS  
IMMEDIATE ENTOURAGE WHO COULD HELP DEVELOP AND EXECUTE BROAD 
DN PROGRAMS. HE SUGGESTED CREATION SMALL GROUP AROUND KHANH 
WHO WOULD WORK FOR COUNTRY AND NOT PARTISAN IN TERESTS,IM PLY IN G  
THAT CURRENT INNER GROUP DID NOT F I T  TH IS  DESCRIPTIO N. QUAT 
OBVIOUSLY WISHED TO GET ACROSS THE POINT THAT HE WAS MOTIVATED

/BY c o n s id e r a t io n s

^ J F ID E H TI AL
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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-



- 2-  koQ, AUGUST 1 3 ,  6 PM, FROM SAIGON

BY c o n s id e r a t io n s  o f w e l f a r e  of t h e  c o un try and r e p e a t e d l y  
in d ic a t e d  h e  h e l d  no p e r s o n a l a m b it io n s  and was c u r r e n t l y  

w o rkin g  a t  a bo u t s f y a q m s s tz #  s p e e d , h e s t r e s s e d  t h a t  h e would
BE w il l in g  to  work IN HARNESS WITH KHANH PROVIDED THERE WAS 
MUTUAL c o n fid en c e BETWEEN THE TWO.

THE MAIN BURDEN OF H IS  COMMENTARY WAS THAT IF  KHANH HAS DECIDED 
TO CHANGE THE GOVERNMENT, HE SHOULD DO SO AT ONE FU LL  SWEEP 
AND NOT ON PIECEMEAL B A S IS . FURTHER, KHANH SHOULD MAKE 
CLEAR THAT H IS  NEW. GOVERNMENT WOULD REMAIN RELA TIV ELY  UNCHANGED 
FOR AT LEAST A YEAR AND THE CHIEF PURPOSE OF A CHANGE WAS TO 
INJECT AN ELEMENT OF GREATER S T A B IL IT Y  INTO THE ADMINISTRATION. 
QUAT OBSERVED THAT HE WAS D ISTURBED  BY STATEMENTS THAT THE 
CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT WOULD BE "PROVISIONAL" AND LAST FOR ONLY 
A FEW MONTHS. HE F E L T  TH IS  WOULD BE A MISTAKE AND THAT KHANH 
SHOULD AVOID THE TRADITIONAL VIETNAMESE TECHNIQUE OF MANEUVERING 
BEHIND THE SCENES TO ELIM IN A TE ONE MAN AT A T IM E . QUAT SAID 
" I F  KHANH FEELS  MINH MUST GO, THEN MINH SHOULD GO. KHANH 
SHOULD LAY H IS  CARDS ON THE TA B LE ".

QUAT HAD MANY UNKIND THINGS TO SAY ABOUT NGUYEN TON HOAN BOTH 
AS REGARDS H IS  BASIC IN TELLEC T AND DISCHARGE OF H IS  O FFIC IA L  
D U T IE S . HE BELIEV ED  HOAN WAS INCAPABLE OF APPROACHING H IS  
O FFIC IA L D U TIES  IN A NON-PARTISAN MANNER AND THAT H IS  DEPORT
MENT TO DATE VERGED ON S T U P ID ITY . HE CONTRASTED TH IS  WITH 
H IS  OWN REJECTION OF ANY PO LITIC A L A C TIV ITY  WITH ORGANIZED 
GROUPS. HE BELIEV ED  THAT FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE THE ONLY 
SOLUTION WAS A GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION IN WHICH THE 
IN TELLEC TUA LS AND PO LITlCANS WORKED AT WINNING THE WAR. AFTER  
THE VC WERE UNDER CONTROL, THERE WOULD BE PLENTY OF TIM E TO 
INDULGE IN NORMAL PO LITIC A L A C TIV ITY .

COMMENT; QUAT Q UITE CLEARLY WISHED H IS  VIEWS TO BE PLAYED
BACK TO KHANH. HE HAS BEEN ENGAGED FOR SOMETIME IN MAKING HIMSELF

/MOST

"•^riF I PFiriiT I I'̂ il
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- 3- 4o8 ,  AUGUST 13 , 6 PM, FROM SAIGON

MOST ACCESSIBLE TO AMERICANS AND INDICATING AT THE SAME TIM E  
THAT HE HOLDS NO STRONG PO LITIC A L T IE S  WITH THE DAI V IE T S .
I T  IS  AN OPEN QUESTION WHETHER QUAT W ILL  ESCHEW PO LITIC A L  
A C T IV IT IE S  BUT I T  IS  Q UITE CLEAR HE IS  MOST W ILLING TO 
REMAIN IN A REVAMPED GOVERNMENT, PREFERABLY IN A POSITION  
CLOSER TO THE SEAT OF POWER.

GP-3 .

TAYLOR

AD

# AS RECEIVED. W ILL  BE SERVICED UPON REQUEST.

CGNr i PCf iT l AL
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department o f Sta^<
-7(a

U
31
Action

S S  ,
info

-TOP SECRET

FROM: Saigon

ACTION: Secsta te  413 PRIO RITY

INFO: Bangkok 41
V ien tiane  40 
CINCPAC 200 
DOD 43 
CIA 36

DATE: A u g u st'14, 6 p.m. 

EXDIS

Control; 11789 
Rec'd: August 14, 1964 

7:08 a.m.

r
002

Re EMBTEL 312, V ie n tia n e 's  263 and Bangkok's 164.

Am aw aiting  views o f Department before proceeding w ith  meeting 
which s t i l l  appears to  us to  be d e sira b le  and u s e fu l.  Johnson 
would attend along w ith  one re p re se n ta tive  each MACV and 
CAS from here . Assuming Departm ent's approval in  p rin c ip le  
would appreciate p resent views o f Bangkok and V ientiane  on 
d a te s.

From standpo in t here August 20 would be convenient.

TAYLOR

REE

Note: Advanced d e liv e ry  to  S/S 0  a t 9:02 a.m.,  8/14/64. 
Passed W hite House a t 9 :10  a.m.,  8/14/64.
Passed USTJN New York a t 9:20 a.m.,  8/14/64.

T OP SECRET-
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

D E C LA S S IF IE D
-^ /< PA uthority
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T  '̂'D 77 8S X9'45,W T  FC 66 '̂ 0 OV V ST AS 22 XX ?̂A D 4

■XV4-, h- a
5 19 58

D E C LA S S IF IE D  
Authority E.O. 11652 SEC . 5(A) and (D)

------- * NASS, Date ^

48210

EU 04 53 ?S SS S3 S3 S3 SS S3 •?- 

VZCZCIE>i23 1CZCClA5 99 ; .  ; -9 5 4 Z

2

” ” 2Z RUEKDA RUEHC RUEPCR 

DH RUMSHA 393 35Z55Z 

Z 05 12 2 9 Z

FM CO.MUSMACV & US EMBASSY 

TO RUKPA/CIMCPAC 

RUEKDA/JCS 

RU EKC /STaTE  

RUEPCR A? H IT E  HOUSE 

3T .

I  C ~ 3 Z  3 - ir- j: UAC JOO 7425

V i GENERAL WESTMORELAND MET AT 1 13 2!, 5 AUGUST, W ITH  GENERAL 

XHANH, GENERAL KH IEM , QEN’ERA L T H IE U ,  COLONEL TK0N 3 J 3 ,  JO IN T 

aENSRUP ^ A F F ,  GENERAL K Y , COMMODORE CA ĴS AN’O Aî D COLOMEL XKAMS, 

c o m m anders OF VNAF, VNN Af® VNMC R E S P E C T IV E LY .

2 .  GE^ERAL yESTT^ORELA'iD EXPLA M ED  THE F IR 5 T  ATTACK OF P T  

30A TS A S A Il'jS T  TH E  MADDOX AND THE ATTACK L A S T  MIGHT AGAINST 

THE ?<3ADD0X AND TURNER JO Y , AND OUTLINED R ETA LIA TO RY ACTION 

BEING TAKE}.' 3 Y  TH E  7TH F L E E T  AGAIMST PT Â !D SWATOW BASES IN 

''ORTH V IETNAM .' :> , ■ -

.....  ).
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3. GHMERAL WESTMORELAND STATED TH A T HE B E L IE V E D  TH E ' V IE T  COî G 

WCliLD R E TA L IA TE  IN  SOUTH VIETNAM AND THAT S E C U R ITY  AMD OTHER 

‘1EA31JRES GOULD 3 E  T a :<EN, S P E C IF IC A L L Y , !uAXOU:i S E C U R ITY  SHOULD 

BE PLfl ON PORTS AMD A IR F IE L D S ,  COMMUNICATIONS AND OTPER V ITA L  

IN STA LLA TIO N S INCLUDING THE: CHANNEL Ira O  SAIGON, AND POL 

STORAGE S I T E S .  HE FURTHER RECOMPENSED THA T TH E R AF MOUNT A 

m a xim um  EFFO RT AGAINST THE VC TO TKHO^ THE^I OFF BALANCE AND 

D ISR U P T VC RETA LIA TO RY PLSN S A O PERATIO NS.

GENERAL KHAN A3 RE ED W ITH  TH E SE  MEASURES A^D STA TED  THAT, 

P G H B E 5 S ISFT1 EE  1ST CORPS AND TH E T^’O ^X)RTHERNI fRt}lf}iCO: FHt 

2ND CORPS, AS WELL AS TH E VIETNAMESE NAVY AND AIRFORCE HAVE 

BEEN PLACED ON riAXIMUM A LERT STA TUS WHICH MEANS 10 0 PER CENT 

OF TROOPS CONFINED TO QUARTERS, TROOPS ON LEAVE TO RETURN  

TO U N IT S ,  ALL ARMY U N IT S  STAND 3Y W ITH  ONE U N IT OF A?4MUNITION 

and TWO DAYS RATIO NS A?D BE READY TO MOVE IN 5 0 M IN U TES . 

REACTION T IM E  FOR A IR  FORCE 25 PER GENT OF A IRC RA FT ALL 

WINGS re a d y FOR TA KE OFF IN 3 0 M IN^'TES, TH E RE??AINING 7 5 PER 

CENT READY FOR Ta KE OFF IN  45 M IN U TE S . NAVY-S^lALL BOATS 

AND NAVAL CRAFT PREPAi^E FOR MOVEMENT IN  30 M IN L T E S . TH E 

R E S T  OF TH E COUNTRY I S  ON A LERT CONDITION NUMBER 0 WHICH

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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a l l  army u n i t s  ON STAND 3Y READY TO MOVE IN  6  ̂ ViWUIES,

2.5 PER CEUI 0?  TH E  AIRCRAFT OF ALL wiM3£ READY FOR TAKE OFF

IN 4 5 MIM’T E S ,  TH E  REMAINI^lG 7 5 PER CEfH: READY FOR TA KE OFF

IN  OME HOUR. TH E NAVY -  SMALL 3 OATS READY FOR MOVEMENT IN

ONE HOUR and NAVAL CRAFT READY FOR MOVEMENT IN .3 HOURS.

5 .  GEl''ERAL KHAMH STATED TH A T HE WAS NOW E ^ A B L I SH IN S  A F IE L D

COr'lLlA^S PO ST AT CAP SAIM T JACQUES. GENERAL WE S I  MORE LA

EXPL AIMED THAT A F IE L D  COMMAND POST AT NHA TRA^^3 WOULD HAVE

THE a d v a n ta g e OF SUPERIOR COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TROPO

SCATTER SYUTEM TU T HAT >E '̂JOULD HAVE H IS  S TA FF  STUDY TH E

COii .MUNX CATION PROBLEM AND IM  ANY EVENT MACV WOULD SEND A STA FF

E L E iE N T  TO 3E CCLOCAfED W ITH  THE HIGH KO?!MA^D OF TH E RVNAF

AT CAP S A IN T  JACQLIES. GENERAL KH.ANH STA TED  THAT HE WAS ON

TH E VERGE OF E S TA B L IS H IN G  A WAR C A B ir^ T AND A C IV IL  CABIi'-ET
 ̂ 9

SO THAT TH E WAJ? C ABINET AT CAP SA IN T JACQUES WOULD BE FREED 

FROM TH E DAY TO DAY RO UTIN E B U S I^ E S S  OF TH E  GOVERNMENT.

5 .  GE^ERALL KHa NH TH^:N S I  AT ED TH A T DOCTRINE OF TH E  VC G UERRILLA  

P ’VOLVES PREPLANNING FOR A MAXIMUM EFFO RT CAPABLE OF BEING  

TRIGGERED BY THE TRA N SM ISSIO N  OF A. CODE WORD. >E EXPEC TS  

THAT SUCH A SIGNAL HAS ALREADY BEEN SENT FRO'1 HANOI AND

^ m tK . copy
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PR0BA3LY r iVC LVES i^ASS SABOTAGE T HB AS3 AS S I NATT Ĉ] OF HI 3H 

V I£ T ''A 'E S £  OR U. S .  O FF IC IA LS . I'i T H IS  CONMZCTION KE S IA TED  

THAT SZ^vFRAL K HI FÎ  I S  HI U :’UM3ER T^‘JO MAM FOR ALL }^ATTFRS 3 OT H 

.■ ;IL ITA RY and C IV IL  AND THAT HE AMD 3E>’EF:AL K H IEn  WOULD EHDEAVOR 

HOT TO B E  TOGETHER AT THE SAME PLACE AT TH E SAME T IM E .

7. GENERAL KHANH STA TED  THAT WE COULD EXPECT A CURFEW TO BE 

IMPOSED SA I30N - CHOLON W ITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO.

3 . AT T H IS  PO INT GENERAL XHAMH STATED  AND TEHEN REPEATED WHAT 

IE  DESC RIBED AS TH E PO SITIO N  OF H IS  GOVERMMEJJI I F  E ITH E R  THE 

® R T H  V IE TM A :SSE  OR THE CHICO^iS ATTACK DA mm SA 13 0:v OR AMY 

OTHER PART OF SOUTH V IE T  A. IM T H IS  EVEMT HE STATED TH A T 

3VH WOULD R E TA L IA TE  D E IH D IA IE L Y  3Y  A IR  ATTACK AT TARG ETS OF 

I T S  OWN CHOOSING A TH A T. HE DID NOT REQ UIRE A GREEM L IG H T 

FROM WASHINGTON.

9 . GENERAL WEST^IORELAND SUGGESTED THAT GEMERAL KHANH D ISC U SS  

T H IS  MATTER W ITH  TH E AMBASSADOR AND CAUTIONED AGAINST A QUICK 

REACTION ON TH E B A S IS  OF IMCO^PLETE IN TE LL IG E N C E . GE'-SRAL 

KHANH R A ISED  THE P O S S IB IL IT Y  CF A IR  ATTACK FRO:  ̂ CA'IBODIU 

Â D SA ID  THAT IN  SUCH AN EVENT HE WCULD R E TA L IA TE  AGAINST 

PHNOM PENH, g e n e r a l  WE ST NORE LA ‘E) SUGGESTED TH A T I T

q j u c k  copy i
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jOULD 3S v e ry  Ii'^PORTaNT in  Tl-iZ  EVE^H' CF AMY ATTAC:( A 3A H  ST 

^ U T H  VIETNAM TO COORDINATE GV̂ I AND U .S .  REACrriOM AND 

\'Z EXPECTED KIM TO THE UbJiTED S TA TES  BEFORE TA’' I  '-IG

U-H LA TEEA L A C TIO ". 3EMEEAL KrL^MH APPEARED TC A3REE BUT 

R E ITE R A TED  FOR TH E TH IR D  T H E  VHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THE PC SITIG M  

GF H IS  GOVERN ME KT ON R E TA L IA T IO N . - .

10. GENERAL KHANH GRANTED PERM ISSIO N TO TH E  UNITED S TA T E S  

TO B R IN S  a d d it io n a l  C0N3AT AIRCRAFT INTO V IE TN A il. S P E C IF I 

CALLY MENTIONED WERE 3 -5 7 * 3  A^D F -1 2 2  H T E R C E P TE R S .

11 , S'J3SEQ UEm TO TH IS  CON VERSAT 10N a:-1 BA SSAB CR T  AYLOR 

CALLED ON KHAVH, D ELIV ERED  V R E S ID E N TS 'S  L E T T E R  WHICH UNDERLINED 

NEED FOR CLOQE ST 3  I L  ATER A CONSULTATICN , AND KHANH TOLD 

AN3ASSAD0R TAYLOR THNT VE ACCEPTED FU LLY  T H IS  R E S u IR N E is T . 

CEN3TEL 5#)

-p -/I

DT

■ A-

« )P Y
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department o f Sta.e
7 ?

44
Action

UNCLASSIFIED

ss
SVN
G
SP
P
U3 IA
ISC
INR

RMR

FROM:

ACTION;

INFO:

COMUSMACV 

ClNci^AC IMMEDIATE

OASD/PA PR IO R ITY  
SECSTATE PR IO R ITY  
PAO SAIGON PR IO R ITY

Control: 27 79
Rec'd: august 5 , 1 964

5:10  AM

DATE: MAC 01 7395,  DTG 050615Z AUGUST 

MEDIA REQUESTS TO JOIN TONKIN F L E E T

1 . REQUESTS OF MEDIA REPS TO GO ABOARD U N ITS OF 7TH F L E E T  
IN TONKIN GULF PHONED TO YOU 03 AUG NCW GREATLY MAGNIFIED 
AS R ESU LT P R ES ID EN T’ S STATEMENT AND RETALIATORY ACTION.

2 . BARRY ZORTHIAN ASSURED MEDIA REPS AT MEETING 051200H 
AUG THAT REQUESTS WOULD BE REPEATED TO CINCPAC. SOME HAVE 
SEEN ACFT OF 7TH F L E E T  ON RUNWAY DA NANG SO CANNOT S E L L  ON 
BA SIS THAT NOT F E A S IB L E .

3 .  MOST IMPORTANT DECISION BE RECD SOONEST. OTHERWISE 
CAN EXPECT FLOOD OF CABLES TO OASD/PA ON SUBJEC T.

HC

NO TE:'; ADVANCE COPY TO s / s -0  AT 5 :2 8 ,  AUGUST 5 , \S6k

UNCLASSIFIED REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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INCOMING
MESSAGE

P R E C E D E N C E  ( A C T I O N )

ROUTINE

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
P R E C E D E N C E  ( I N F O )

ROUTINE

S B R E T

d e c l a s s i f i e d

Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) 

------- n a b s , Date . 8 -  ̂^

R 080 i3 3Z  

FM CINCPAC 

TO RUEKDA/JCS 

INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

S E C R E T

REWARDS FOR V IE T  CONG INFORMATION <U)

Ao JCS 7517 DT6 222 327Z JULY

Bo SAKON 322 TO S TA TE  AUG 6 , 5 PM

lo  REF A STATED VIETNAM COORDINATING COMMITTEE WASHINGTON 
WOULD APPRECIATE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW PLAN FOR REWARDS LEADING TO 
APPREHENSION V IE T CONG LEADERS PRIOR TO F IN A LIZA TIO N .

2o CONCUR WITH RAF B WHICH REPORTS CONSENSUS OF U,Se MISSION COUNCIL 
THAT ENCOURAGEMENT SUCH A PROGRAM WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE APPROPRIATE FOR 
UoSo GOVERNMENTc

3o DOD IS  REF B ADDEEo

GP-4o
BT

ACT 0 0 o o 0 J 3 “6
°°°°°C JC S-2  D JS-3  SJC S-3 J 4 ”2 J5-1 SACSA-5 D IA -14 NMCC-2 

CSA-2 CSAF-2 CN0“2 CMC-i0 OSD-15 W HITE HOUSE-3 RRA-1
S TA TE -8  F IL E - 1 «82)TWG

D U T Y  O f F I C E R  t P A G E  O F  P A G E S I D E N T I F I C A T I O N
C I T E  N O . O T G

WU/JKD SO*'̂  / U 1  1 080133Z AUG 64

JC S I occ M 58 REPRODUCTIC^' OROWIBITED s m s
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department o f State

r ?
Action

CFJF 3 1 8 •1

PP RUEHCR 0 0 9 7 8'?'
Info DE RUEPCR so 12/14572 ■ .

■■ IS^AUG 12 I I  16
IN F O  S T A T E

■ P (T1 S'0'4y)"2' 7  D E C L A S S I F I E D

SAIGOrO Autho,«y_ ^ . 11652 SEC. MA) a rt (D)
 IN F  0 RU EK DA/ JCS  N A ES*  E s t §

RiJMSMVCCM USMACV 
R ' J H L H L / C I N C P A C F L T  

; RUHPG/CG FMFPAC  
BT '
S - E - C R - E  T  L I M D I S

• L I M I T E D  D I S T R I B U T I O N  . •
P E R S O N A L  F O R  AMBASSADOR T A Y L O R ,  IN F O  G E N E R A L  W H E E L E R ,  
g e n e r a l  WEST^ IO RELAND, A ^ I R A L  MOORER AND L T  GEN 
K R U LA K  FROM A D M I R A L  SHARP  
V I S I T  TO DANANG C U) '
A.. SAIGON 183 TO C INC PAG

1. BGEN D A V I S ,  CG N I N T H  MEB,  D I D  A R R I V E  DANANG 6 AUG UST  
. .W ITH  A S M A L L  P L A N N IN G  GROUP. H E  DID SO W I T H  CO M USM AC VS  

KNOWLEDGE. P U R P O S E  WAS P R U D E N T  R E C O N N A ISSA N C E  OF T H E  AREA IN

'PA G E 2 RUHLHQ 1 3 2  9 S  C C R E  ^  L I M D I S
: B / E N T  N I N T H  MEB WAS S U B S E Q U E N T L Y  O R D E R E D  TO LAND. ALTHOUGH  
' M E S S A G E  T R A F F I C  I N D I C A T E D  H E  E S T A B L I S H E D  A CP IN T H E  M A R I N E  COMPOUND,
: T H E R E  WAS NO 1 N T E . N T I 0 N  OF E X E R C I S I N G  COMMAND OR OF EX P A N D IN G  T H E  x •.
■ V I S I T  B E Y W D  T H E  I N T E N D E D  P U R P O S E .  IN T H I S  CONN EE T I  ON T H E  TERM  CP  

I N D I C A T E D  CONTACT P O I N T  F O R  BGEN D A V I S  DUR IN G  H I S  V I S I T  R A T H E R  THAN '
, COMMAND P O S T .  BGEN D A V I S  AND H I S  GROUP ARE  ABOUT  TO D E P A R T  AND 
; EMBARK IN E L  DORADO. i
; 2 .  IN  A D D I T I O N  TO  ABO'/E V I S I T  TO DANANG, COMUSMACV '
! R E Q U E S T E D  CG I I I  MEF TO P R O V I D E  R E P R E S E N A T I V E S  F O R  A L I A I S O N  V I S I T  
i ASAP IN  O R D ER  THA COMUSMACV WOULD B E  P R E P A R E D  TO A S SU M E  ‘

OPERA T I Q N A L  COMMAND/CONTROL OF M A R IN E  CORPS  F O R C E S  I F  AND WHEN 
: T H E Y  D E P L O Y E D  TO RVN. :

5 .  A P P EA R A N C E  OF M A R IN E  CO RPS  G E N E RA L  O F F I C E R S  IN DANANG I S  ^
' N O T  U N U S U A L  AND I N V A R I A B L Y  FO L L O W S  COMUSMACV CONCURRENCE. .  SUCH 
L V I S I T S  .OCCUR ON T H E  O R D E R 'O F  A B O U T O N E  E V E R Y  TWO W EEKS  IN  V I E W  OF

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
--------------------- PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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SESR ET

-2- 112040Z, AUGUST, FROM: CINCPAC

THE FACT THAT MARINE CORPS LIMITS AMD PERSW'NEL ARE ASSIGNED TO AND 
CPERATE WITHIN CCMUSMACV’ S AREA - WOULD L IK E  TO ASSURE YOU 
HOWEVER THAT MY MARINES ARE FU LLY  AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF TH E IR  

:RECENTLY ASSIGNED ALERT AND DEPLOYMENT M lSS ia ^S AND I AM. QUITE 
CONFIDENT THAT THEY W ILL ACCORD THEM APPROPRIATE' SEC U RITY . GP-4. 
cBT ■■

ADVANCE COPY TO S /S 0  1:52 PM, 8/12/64. 
PASSED WHITE HOUSE 4 :1 4  PM ,;8/12/64.
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INCOMING
I MESSAGE THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

g jl

T O F ^ G R & I
• R C C E O C N C E  ( A C T I O N )

\

PRIORITY

P R E C E D E N C E  ( I N F O )

ROUTINE

D E C LA S S IF IE D  
A uthority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) 

B x  N A ES, Date.

R 140319Z 

IFM CINCPaC ^

Ito  r u e k d a / jc s

IlNFO RUHPHR/CINCUSaRPAC
Ir u h p b / c in c p a c f l t
Ir u h lk m / c in c pa c a f
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

l l^ n  P S F C -R E T- 

a ir , a u g m en ta tio n  SEASIA (O

|a . JCS 7S53 DTG 1121^*4 2 NOTaL

B . CINCPAC 0801542

C. CINCPAC 082205Z NOTaL

p .  CINCPaCaF PFOCO-S-64-1376 DTG 100300Z PASEP 

|e . CINCPaC 120320Z

K  REF A REQUESTED CINCPaC STUDY ON P aCOM AIR DEFENSE 
iSYSTEM and COMMENTS THEREON. IN ADDITION, REF A REQUESTED ASSESS- 
ImENT r eg a r d in g  im p l ic a t io n  ON P aCOM aIR  DEFENSE IN EVENT TWO F-104
I SQUADRONS AND C iE PACKAGE REQUESTED BY REFS B AND C ARE NOT 
[PROVIDED a t T H IS  T IM E .

2o REF D I S  d e t a i l e d  STUDY CONDUCTED BY CINCPACAF IN COORDIN
ATION WITH CINCPACFLT AND CINCUSARPAC. TH IS  STUDY I S  ACCURATE 
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT C A P A B IL IT IES  WITH MINIMUM CONUS AUGMENTATION. 
FORCES PRESEN TLY  AVAIALBLE FOR AlR DEFENSE IN P aCOM ARE NOT ADEQUATE 
TO MEET p o s t u l a t e d  SINO-SO VIET TH REA T. CLEAR WATER ACTIONS THAT 
aTHDRAW a ir  DEFENSE ELEMENTS FROM PACOM, PLUS CERTAIN GOLD FLOW

63
A C T . . . o . J 3 - 6 ( 1- 6 )

C JC S-2(7-8) D J S - 3 ( 9 - l l)  SJCS-3( 12-14) J 1 - U 1 5 )  J4-2C 16-17) 
J 5 - K 1 8 )  SACSA-5C 19-23) D lA -4 (2 4 -2 7 ) NMCC-2( 28 -29) 
C SA -2(30-31) CSAF-2C32-33) CN0-2C34-35) CMC-10(36-45)
O SD-15(46-60) W HITE H0USE-3( 6 1 -63 ) STA TE-21 64-65) R R A -H 6 6 )  
F I L E - K 6 7 )  (67 ) TWG

1 D U T Y  O F F I C E R P A G E  O F  P A G E S
S I T E  N O . D T G

KLH 1 3 140 3 19 Z AUG 64 |
U _ _ F O R M  N O _ .
I CS  I D E C  6 3  SB REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED W =S^ET
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RESTR IC TIO N S h a v e  DEGRADED OUR AlR DEFENSE C A PA BILITY . AS STATED  
IN STUDY, WEAPON SYSTEM BASING RECOMMENDED DOES NOT REPRESENT 
OPTIMUM POSTURE, BUT R aTHER OPTIMUM DEPLOYMENT OF IN -THEA TRE  
DEFENSE FORCES AND FORCES INDICATED AS BEING AVAILABLE FROM CONUS.
I T  DOES, HOWEVER, INDICATE WHaT  I S  REQUIRED FOR MINIMUM AIR DEFENSE 
OF US FORCES IN SEaS IA o CINCPAC CONCURS WITH REPORT WITH 
COMMENTS L IS TE D  BEL0W8

A* PARA 7 OF REF D RECOMMENDS DEPLOYMENT OF ONE RP TO 
DONG HA, ONE CRP TO NAKOM PHaNOM, AND ONE CRP TO QUI NHON.
DEPLOYMENT TO PACOM OF COMPLETE C&E PACKAGE RECOMMENDED BY 
REF C W ILL PROVIDE CRP aT  NaKOM PHaNOM. TO F U L F IL L  REQUIREMENT 
FOR RP a t DONG Ha AND CRP AT QUI NHON W ILL REQUIRE DEPLOYMENT 
FROM CONUSo B E L IE V E  DEPLOYMENT OF ADDITIONAL CRP AND RP 
BACKUP TO CLARK AS B A TTLE
DAMAGE REPLACEMENTS AS REQUESTED REF C I S  PREMATURE. WHEN US 
AND/OR CHI COM IN TEN TIO N S CRYSTaL IZ E  TH IS  ADDITIONAL BACKUP CAN BE 
CONSIDERED FOR PO SITIO NING.

Bo DEPLOYMENT OF RADARS IN RVN WOULD PLACE AN ADDITIONAL 
SIG NIFIC ANT REQUIREMENT FOR COMMUNICATIONS IN BACK PORCH SYSTEM.
I T  WOULD BE NECESSARY TO REALLOCATE SOME EXISTING  C IRCUITY TO SA TISFY  
T H IS  REQUIREMENT.

c.  Para  ie o f p a rt  v o f r e f  d s ta te s  th a t us m i l i ta r y
PERSONNEL ARE REQUIRED TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN ALL R T aF AĈ W S IT E S  
ON A 24 HOUR B A S IS . DO NOT RPT NOT CONCUR THAT T H IS  I S  NECESSARILY  
a p p r o p r ia t e  SOLUTION. TH A IS ARE OPERATING ONLY 13 HOURS A DAY DUE 
PRIM A RILY TO SHORTAGE OF FUNDS. B EL IE V E  WE SHOULD INVESTIG A TE  
P O S S IB IL IT Y  OF HAVING RTG OPERATE 24 HOURS A DAY DURING C RISISo

3 . WITHDRAWING F - 1 0 4 ’ S FROM RECOMMENDED FORCE DEPLOYMENT 
WOULD d ic t a t e  SH IFTIN G  OUR F - 1 0 2 'S  SSUTHWARD WHICH WOULD DENUDE 
WESTPAC NORTH AIR DEFENSE REGION, REDUCE DEFENSIVE PRESSURE 
ON NORTHERN CHI COM PERIPHERY AND ENCOURAGE SHIFTING  OF ENEMY 
FORCES SOUTHWARD. TH IS  WOULD BE IN FACE OF MOST RECENT INTELLIG ENC E  
REPORTS WHICH INDICATE TH aT  SUCH A MOVEMENT MAY HAVE BEGUN. AT 
TIM E OF L a s t  T aiwan c r i s i s  in  i 95s , F - i i3 4 ’ s and f l e e t  u n i t s  d e p lo y e d  
TO T aiw an c o n t r ib u t e d  w it h o u t  q u e s t io n  to  fa c t t h a t  c r i s i s  was m e t  
w it h o u t  n e e d  to  f i r e  a u s  sh o t or s u f f e r  u s  l o s s , we f e e l  t h a t  F -1 0 4 ’ S 
would p r o v id e  a c o m pa ra ble c o n t r ib u t io n  now 4 WOULD BE AN EFFEC TIV E  
c o u n ter a g a in s t  DRV/CHICOM MIG TY PE AIRCRAFT.

4o v a l u e  of Having i n - p la c e  a ir  d e f e n s e  was v iv id l y  demon
s t r a t e d  BY OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE IN SE aSIA * I T  TOOK CONSIDERABLE

D U T Y  O F F I C E R P A G E  O F  P A G E S M E S S A G E
C I T E  N O . D T G

2 3 140 319Z AUG 64
JCS I dec «3 58 REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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riME FOR CHICOM’ S TO DEPLOY DEFENSIVE F ItH T E R S  TO NVN, SO THAT US 
U R  S TR IK E S  WERE COMPLETED BEFORE FIG HTERS WERE READY. WE COULD 
'IND OURSELVES IN SAME POSITION IN RELATION TO ENEMY S TR IK E S  I F  WE 
SEEDED TO AWAIT DEPLOYMENT OF AIR DEFENSE FORCES FROM CONUS.
)NLY FORCES IN  PROXIMITY CAN RESPOND RAPIDLY IN SIM ILA R SITU A TIO N S.

5 , CRP a t NaKOM PHaNOM I S  REQUIRED TO F I L L  LOW A LTITU D E GAP 
ID HIGH a l t i t u d e  CLEaRAGE BETWEEN UDORN AND DaNaNG RADARS. TH IS  
ID IT IO N aL  u s  m a in t a in e d  and o p e r a te d  ra d a r in  THAILAND W ILL PROVIDE 

JECESSARY R E L IA B IL IT Y  IN THE T aCS TO DEFEND AND CONTROL US FORCES 
[N RVN and THAILAND WHEN COMMITTED TO OFFENSIVE AND/OR DEFENSIVE
jombat a ir  o p e r a t io n s .

- 6 , IN sum m a ry, b e l i e v e  AIR DEFENSE POSTURE PROPOSED IN REF D 
l(W ITH  EXCEPTIONS AS NOTED) I S  MINIMUM RPT MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE 
POSTURE IN LIG H T OF NUMBER OF US AIRCRAFT DEPLOYED IN SEASIA* REQUEST 
3EPLGYMENT OF TWO SQDNS F-104 INTERCEPTO RS,
THREE hawk BNS, AND CAE PKG. REFS B, E

I and c p e r t a i n .

SP 4
IBT

I d u t y  o f f i c e r P A G E  O F  P A G E S M E S S A G E I D E N T I F I C A T I O N
C I T E  N O . O T G  1

3 3 140319Z AUG 64
l _ _ F O R M  N O _ _ ICS 1 D K C  «s 58 REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED TOP SCCREtI
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NO FOREIGN DISSEM

in n t i t t i i T i  i IJ - O M r iD C lM T IA L

COUNTRY

DATE OF 
(NFO.

PLACES. 
DATE ACQ.

SOURCE
AND

APPRAISAL:

CENTRAL INTE LL IGE NCE  A G E N C Y

Intelligence Information Cable
PRIQRITy

SOUI'H VIECTAM/NaRTH VIETNAM

6 AUGUST 1964

TDCS-3lV013it6-61^ 

DISTR. 6 AUGUST ±96k

SUBJECT

SOOTH VIBTNAMBEE REACTION TO AMERICAN RETALIATORY 
ACTION AGAINST NORTH VIBTKAM

VEHgAM/ SAIGON (6 AUGUST 1961̂ ) REF IN

FIELD REPORT NO.

AMERIGAII OBSERVERS (b ). -APPRAISAL: THE REACTIONS WERE PROBABLY AS 
REPORTSD.

1 . SUMMARY. OPINIONS IN  BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN CIRCLES IN SOUTH 

VIEl'NAM TO TBE AMERICAN RETALIATORY AIR STRIKE AGACJST NCRTH VIETNAM ON 5 

AUGUST 1964 WERE ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY FAVORABLE. MA5IY FELT THAT THE UNITED 

STATES RESPONSE WAS THE HCELUDE TO A FULL SCALE WAR, AND MOST EXPRESSED THE 

HOPE I'HAT AMERICAN COUNOERACTION WOULD m  EXTENDSD TO H IT MILITARY TARffliTS 

MPJ CnPFLi ROUTES TO SOUTH VIETNAM IN NORTH VIETNAM AND IN THE BORDER AREA.

. IWO SAIGON BUSINESSMEN QUESTIONED WHETHER THE UtllTED  STATES WAS 

5ULLY PKEPAKEiD FOR POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES WITH RESPECT TO CCM4UNIST CHINA.

3. A SAIGON NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER OFFERED THE OPINION THAT (3!NERAL NGUYEN 

KSANH'G POLITICAL POSITION WAS DEFINITELY STRENGrHEKED BY THE AMERICAN ACTION, 

ESFECIAII,Y WITH T lffl "INTELLECTUAL" GROUP.

T h is  m a te rU l e o n U ln s ln f< m n«tlo n  «ffectlng  the N a tio n*! Defense o f tbe D nlted Sta tes w ith in  the mean in g o f the Espionage Laws, ilt le  
18, OJ3.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the tra n sm issio n  o r revelation of which in  any manner to  an una utho rised  person is  problblted by law.I

i:ONH©ENfh«ct- NO FOREIGN DISSEM
STATE/INR DIA ARMY/ACSI NAVY AIR JC» , SECDEF NSA NIC AID USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR OO DDI ~

IMMEDIA%: TO; W H  S I T  ROOM DIRNSA (PRO D WOI S T A T E  ( r CI )
CNO(OP922Y) DFI/ACSI NIC 1 S A N ITIZ E  ̂ ,
DIA/CIIC 'JC8 AFSSCf 1 A iifh n riry

RvJVjjV.NARA.
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KO FOREIGK DISSEM IN

- ^ ONf lDCNTtA l. TDcs-31V013i.6-6i.PAOE 2

il-. ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF YIEHEm  OFFICERS 2< TEE IV  CORPS AREA REPaRTEDLY

WERE EXCITED BY THE NEWS, AUD BELIEVED I'HAT I T  MEAK̂ ' 'i?HE BEGIIJMIHG OF A WAR
(DRV)

, BETWEEN THE UNITED AND STATES AND THE DEMCSPJiTIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM/lN WHICH 

THE UNITED STATES WOULD SURELY BE VICTORIOUS. TEE WAR IN THE SOUTH WOULD THUS 

END FAVORABLY. A FIELD  GRADS OFFICER OF THE VIETMMESE SECURITY SERVICE SAID 

THAT HE EELIEVES NORTH VIETNAM WOULD SURELY REPEAI' ITS  AT'IACKS ON AMERICAN SHIPS 

IF  THE SHIPS REMAIN IN THE GULF OF T02JKIN.

. sta ted

THAT Nf)* FURTHER BOMBINGS SHOULD TAKE PLACE UNTIL NORTH VIETNAM REACTED. THEY 

ALSO REPEATED A RUMOR, CIRCULATING WIDELY IN SAIGON OK 6 AUGUST, THAT IE  DUAN 

IS  REPLACING (OR HAS REPtAOED) HO CHI MINH IN T:^  DRV HIERARCHY. | | | 0 H COMMENT. 

THERE IS  NO KNOWN BASIS F(B  TH IS RUMOR.)

6. GENERAL LE VAN TAT, CAO DAIST CHIEF OF TAY NINE PROVINCE, REACOED 

GLEEFULLY TO TEE NEWS. WHEN HE INFORMED A GROUP OF F IFTY  CAO DAI ELITE,GATHERED 

F(B THE lEDICATION OF A NEW GUEST HOUSE, THE EI^TIRE ASSEMBLAGE, INCLUDING OLDER 

WOMEN, APPLAUDED AND CHEERED WILDLY.

7 . A VIETNAMESE ARMED EOSCES STAFF OFFICER STATED THAT THE MORALE OF THE 

OFFICERS AND OF THE MEN ROSE ONE HUNIRED PERCENT AS 'lEE RESULT OF lEVELOPMENTS.

ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE OFFICERS HERE ENCOURAGED 

BY THE AMERICAN ACTION AND VIEW IT  AS AN EARNEST IliDICAS'ION OF UNITED STATES 

IETERMINATICW TO SEE THE VIETNAMESE SITUATION THROUGH TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. 

THEY ALSO SAID THAT THEY HERE BELIEVED THAT THE POSITIVE MEASURES END THE MOOD 

OF UNCERTAINTY OF RECENT WEEKS.

8 . FIELD  CCMENT. THE VIETNAMESE (ffiSERALLY DO NOT SEEM TO GRASP THE

‘ C O W ID iN T IA t  '■ » I '™ ! ®  ™ sEM
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NO "FOREIGN DISSEM IN

—COHRBENIIAL TDCS-31V013^6-61^ pa g e 3

UNITED STASES ACTION AS LIM ITED RESPOISE, BUT HOi’EPULLY EEĈ ARD IT  AS THE 

BEGimnNG OF CONTINUOUS AMERICAN ACTION AGAINST NORTE YJEUSM . THEY W ILL 

ACCORDINGLY FIND IT  VERY DIFFIC ULT TO UNDERSTAND IF , ON THE BASIS OF POSSIBLE 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CONCESSION, THE UNI'IED STATES DISCONTINUES DIRECT 

MILITARY PRESSURES ON NORTH VIETNAM AND RETURNS TO FIGHTmG THE WAR IN SOUTH 

VIETNAM ACCORDING TO THE PRESENT RULES OF THE ENGAGEMENT. IN THE LATTER EVENT, 

THE EVIDENT BOOST IN NATIONAL MORALE RESULTING FROM THE AIR STRIKE MIGHT BE 

FOLLOWED BY EQUALLY DRAMATIC SAG WHICH COULD HA\JE SERIOUS PORTENT.

9 . FIELD  DISSEM. STATE USMACV AID USIA AIR DIVISION 9IH  FIELD  

STATION CINCPAC ARPAC PACAF PACFLT.

END OF MESSAGE

NO FOREIGN .DISSEM
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f l A L  C iN TR A L  IN T lC ilO tN C I A4 IN C Y

IntelligencVTnformation Cable
•  RdUTINC

COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM

date OF 6 AND 7 a u g u st  I 96H 
INFO. r

DISTR. 7 AUGUST 196^

P O S IT  IV t  REACTION TO U . S .  BOMBfNG OF NORTH VIETNAM 
ON PART OF ARVN PSYWAR DIRECTORATE

PLACE & , /-W
DATEACQ. VIETNAM , SAIGON (7 AUGUST 1964)

SANm ZED  
Authority, RAC /
Bv VO&. J 4ARA,Datc

1. THE CHIEF OF THE PRESS SECTION, ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC  OF 

VIETNAM'(ARVN) PSYWAR DIRECTORATE, CAPTAIN NGUYEN DAT TH IN H,

SAID ON 6 AUGUST THAT THE NEWS-OF THE BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM HAS 

RAISED MORALE OF ARVN 100 PERCENT. PRIOR TO THE NEWS, HE SA ID ,^

JUNIOR O FFICERS OF H IS  ACQUANTANCE WERE TALKING ABOUT JOINING THE 

HOA HAO-b e f o r e  THE COUNTRY F E L L  TO THE V IE T  GONG (VC). TH IS  MEANS 

t h e s e 'O FF  ICERS WERE'PREPARED TO GO INTO THE JUNGLES AND PREPARE 

FOR GUERRILLA WARFARE. -THl'NH THEN EXPRESSED H IS  CONCERN THAT A
Tb U  n ittw H l tnfaniM ttoD  ag«cttn» th «  ITkU a tia l o f th *  U a lM  BtaXat w ith in  tba w io n ln g  o f tbe Kaplon>(« La w i, T it le

XJJU!. Sac*. 7 n  u id  794. the trm zum Udon o r rm ^ tlo a  o f wbicb In  any in u ia e r to an um tntborlaad panoo U  problblted by U w .

------ O W H f iS K - ■
STATB/INR BIA-, ,A|MY/AC»I - NAVY AIR X S  SKDEF NSA NIC AID USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR OO

( s v n )  '  ob i ' a d /c i 2
EXO

WH «IT ROOM DWN«A<^ROO WO) I )
c t f o to M o a a n d w /a c s i .n i c

DIA/CIIC J c a  , V APS3 0
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ttA lr
FA LSE STORY BROADCAST BY RADIO VIETNAM TO THE EFFEC T THAT HO CHI

MINH HAS. BEEN REPLACED BY LE  DUAN AS PRESID EN T OF THE DEMOCRATIC
> . I

REPUBLIC  OF VIETNAM (DRV) WOULD AFFECT ARVN MORALE ADVERSELY AND*' 

HE DEPLORED THE STO RY 'S PUBLICATIO N.

2 .  ARVN PSYWAR HAS PRIN TED  A L E A F LE T , INTENDED TO PLAY 

ON VC .FEARS, WHICH G1VES D ETA ILS  OF THE UN I TED STA TES A IR  

S T R IK E .  THE LEA FLE T S TR E SS ES  THAT THE A IR  S TR IK E  MEANS VC

SUPPl Ve S w i l l  b e  CUT O FF; THE VC IN THE SOUTH W ILL  GET LESS
f

SUPPORT SINCE THE NORTH W ILL  BE COPING W ITH IT S  OWN PROBLEMS. THE 

LEA FLC T W ILL  BE AIRDROPPED OVER VC AREAS ON 7 AUGUST.

 ̂ 3 . .^ ^ | | ^ D IS S E M :  STA TE USMACV US IS  USOM 2ND A IR  DIV^

9TH F IE L D  STATION CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF.

AGE 2

END OF MESSAGE

\
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COUNTRY

DATE O f 
INFO.

ccHfBAi ;:;5̂

InteUigence I  n fo n i^ s *

-O'
A  SANITIZED

SOUTH VJETNAM/NORTH VIETNJa^Anthority RAC

7 AUGUST 1964 ^ M] ®] OT 1962̂

FURTHER SOUTH Y IB TH IK SSB  REACTION TO AMBRICAN 
RETALIATORY ACTIOU AOAJKOT NORTH VIETMAM

I

VIETNAM, SAIgIoN (7 AUGUST I 96U)
PLACE &
DATEACQ.

SOURCE 
AND

APPRAISAL AJERICAN OBSERVERS (b ). A PPRiaaA L: TS P  REACTIONS WERE PJlOBABLy AS 
H EPO RIEII. V

1. OPINIONS IN SOUTH V IEn U M  TO. THB AHBRICAN I^ TA LIA TO R i. A ®  S TR IK E

AGAINST NORTH V IE TN ^  ON  ̂ AUGUST l^ ::Q Q Ifn S lB I>  TO BB XSJOSRAXJ^

ON 7 AUGUST 1961̂ , ALTHOUGH A NOZE C7 CAIAIION.HAD SaeRGSU OVER THE POSSIBIZ 

CWJSEQUENCES WITHIN SOUTH VIETNAM jCf :UHAT THE VIETNAMB® COiJTIlIUfil TO REGARD 

AS THE BROAIENING OF THE WAR,

2. BIEN HOA PROVINCE CHTWr 8$jCSp IBjyr. THE TOISRD 

RIGHT AND PROPER, COMMENTING raAT TBE QOPRHHBNT OF VIETNAM CABHOT 00 NORTH 

WITHOUT THE UNITED STATES* HELP ■ mTPpT.y Tjfiy fl j j j  sCjOTS VIETNAM

ARE NOT SECURE; AND THAT THE UKTIEb.SXAflSS lUVS T^ Hiegnw! ■TTTJTniijt«PBT.Y

. ABANDONED THE GOVERNMENT OF V I B T I W i t T H l S  SIEî IKBS IN THE NjORFH HAVE 

EASED THESE FEARS,

 m ktM W  ceatatoa In to rm a tloa  kSa cUa s the 
l i  D ^O . Mea. M S * B «  7M . th « tw u n lM lo a  ev

\mmm • (  th* omHmi s u im  «tuiu» um  ■MMUat.oC tM  a ip h im f  l« « i .  t tu e  
i t  v M *  l»  mmaam to  • *  wMUtlMrtMd »«wna  «• yn /u m ^

^ N, iicr*rx®xnxurr ĵ xuui!̂
STATE/INR AIMV/ACSI NAVY AIR >CS IK B IV  IMA . MC AIB USU OCI OM| OCt Ott OO Dl

* ' y-v' • *

W H^IT R O 0 M ^ IR N iA (w S ^ ^ ? B
CNOfOf>da2Y) 13R/ACSI

1
,P IA /C IIC JC S

S S T T ^ e i )
ma ’ 
m m :1
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- , i j .
■1 v‘»̂ <. ■ '. 4. M *-

>'• ;•■>» r.- .

AGE 2
■ . \  !..-

BXPRBSSSr H IS APPROVAL OP. 

THE AMERICAN ACTION, AND NOTED THAT EVEN HIS BARBER VAS 0 ^ JOYED THAT THE 

UNITED STATES HAS NOW SHOWN I T  IS  N<  ̂ A " P J ^  TIC ER ." HjS SOTBSSED SOME 

DIGQUIETUIE, HOWEVER, OVER POSSipî S REjpCUSSIONS M  0^ . PC?W OP A W Il^  m .

m ^Hl^O M M EN T. THE DJITERJNG OPINIONS OF THE EDWAICT E L ITE  ^  THE 

MAN IN T ffi STREET Al® RUNNING TRUE TO FORM. THE CADTIOSARX.. NOEE p G ^ IN G  

POSSIBI£ REPERCUSSIONS REFLECTS SOBER SECOND THOUGHTS F(SioWING THE IN ITIA L  

BOUYANCY. A FURTHER SOBERING OF OPINION CAN HE EXPBCtId FOLLOWING PREMIER 

NGUPN KHANH'S ANKOONCEMEIIT OF NEW, STRINJffiNT SECURIK MLASURES..

J|P|[||^ISSEM . STATE USMACV AID USIA 2ND AIR DIVISICW, 9TO FjEELD 

STATION CINCPAC ARPAC PACAF PACFLT.

END OF MESSAfS

\

> .%-r
FCBBI&H -ia sa p i-
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DATE OF 
INFO.

: ■ f  DISTR. :? : a u g u st 1964 ?

25X1A
PLACE & •
DATE ACQ.

SOURCE 
AND 

APPRAISAL:

COMMENTS OF SO VIET AND S A TE LL ITE  DIPLOMATS ; 
CONCERNING UN ITED  STATES BOMBING OF,NORTH ; ?
•VIETNAM BASES

25X1X

25X1X
Ots 5 AUGUST^ 1964; A M EDIUM -LEVEL; SO V IET - ^  

DIPLOMAT AND TWO >:ASTERN EUROPEAN (S A T E L L IT E )B lI^ J ^ S ^ E O T  

TH E OPINJON IH A T TH E UN ITED  STA TES’ BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM 

BASES ON 5 AUGUST 1964 WAS NOl A>' UNPROVOKED ACT. TH ESE D IPLO M TS  

ASSERIEO " ItA l TKF:Y' D ID  NOT KNOW THE MOTIVE BEHIND NORTH VIETNAM'S 

ATrACK irjsriTED  s t a t e s  NAVAI. v e s s e l s  in  th e  GULF OF TONKIN.

25X1A 2. I COMMENT; , THE STATEM ENTS OF TH E SO VIET BLOC 

DIPLOMATS REPORTED ABOVE ARE PROBABLY EXPRESSIO NS OP TH E IR  

PEPSONAI. OPTMiO,NS BEFORE RECEIVING THE O FFIC IA L L IN E  FROM TH E IR

Thl» Eute r)! ) conw n* Info rm ation affectlnc tba National Dafanaa at tha United Btatea w ith in  the meaning o f the Kiplanage Laws, t it le  
18, U.8.C . S^ca. 793 and 7l>4. the tranamlaalon o r re ra latlon of vb lch In  any manner to an una utho rlied  p e rm i Is  prohibited by law.
I I I t  ■  1   OKW I

J NO FOREIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEM ABROAD
STATe/lNR DIA ARMY/ACSI NAVY AIR JCS SECDEF NSA NIC AID USIA OCI ONE OCR QtKXMC DDI

_________ _______________________  EXO

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : NLJ-002-007-1-6-8

SANITIZED 
A r ^ t ytJi:T002'O C n-lz(f 

i f  ■ NARA, Date V-/-03
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M page
t

■ - f f ^ S l i s s # i # i 5 ® i i S s f t ^
. GOVERNMENTS; 4  T H E . I S  .TRUE ;OF.THE SIM IL i^• STATEkENTiOFrMI^^ .

- ' ‘ ''' ? '  -'‘ i a / i s'i f  iv.? ̂ :'!v; ̂ ' ■:'• ,'■ :■
MILLTINOVIC/ YUC^SI^V AMBASSADOR TO BURMA, REPORTED

r   .

'I'
6 AUGUST 1964. THE OPINION OF LAZAR ZIVULJ *

iV>)

(COUNSELOR OF HIE YUGOSLAV EMBASSY IN BEIRUT), HOWEVER, MAY BE 

CLOSER TO THE OFFICIAL YUGOSLAV LINE (DATE 25X1A

OF IN:F0RM.\TI0N --2 JULY 1964) WHICH DESCRIBES ^RESIDENT TITO’ S 

DESIRE TO DO EVER'St'THINC- POSSIBLE TO PRESERVE THE UNITY OF THE 

COMMUNIST CAMP AGAINST TOE THREATENED SPLIT BETWEEN THE SOVIET 

UNION AND COMMUNIST CHINA.

3. HH^DISSEM: NONE.

END OF MESSAGE25X1A

■,s'

NO FOREIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEM ABROAD 

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : NLJ-002-007-1-6-8
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CENTRAL I NT EL LIO EN CE A O E N C Y

Intelligence Information Cable

V-
M m M tO ISSB

P R IO R ITY

COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM

DATE OF 11 AUOUST 19^^ 
INFO:

TDC S ^31 V o i 579-64

WSTR, I I  AUGUST 1964

SUBJEa
p l a n n e d  c h a n g e s in  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o r  THE GOVERNMENT 
Of VIETNAM IN THE NEXT TEN DAYS

PIACE& , ^
DATEACQ. SAIGON {11 a u g u st 1964) REF IN 4 8 0 9 0

FIELD REPORT NO. rv s  10,589

A P P R A is A u ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ H H H ^ H ^ H H I iH I I ^ ^ H H H ^ H  a p p r a i s a l :
I f ,  a s  S fKM S l i k e l y ,  g e n e ra l NGUYEN KHANH |S CONTEMPLAT I Nr. CHANGES IN THE 
GOVEffKMEN^ AIMED LARGELY AT PURGING SOUTHERN DAI V I E T S  FROM P O S IT IO N S  OF 
LLASERlJV!) P ,  1 J'E. CURRENT MOOD OF SAIGON WOULD SEEM SUCH AS TO ALLOW HIM TO DO 
SO W i t *  A Ml^tML'M OF F U S S .  THERE MAY, HOWEVER, BE A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF 
&Ai V IE T  GRUMBLING AND INTR IG UE AGAINST TH E NEW KHANH GOVtRMMtNT. IN ADDITION, 
IT I S  V f NO MEANS CERTIAN THAT TH E IN D IV ID U A LS  MENTIONED W IL L  ACCEPT. THE POSTS.

—  1 . G EN ERA L N3UYCN KHANH, PRIME M IN ISTER  OF THE GOVERNMENT 

OF VIETNAM (6VM)^ l-JAS DECIDED TO MAKE EXTENSIVE CHANGES IN THE 

GOVERWMfNT AHtO W ILJTARY LEADERSHIP DURING THE NEXT TEN DAYS.

AT 16(^0 HOURS ON U  AUGUST C HlEF OF STA TE GENERAL DUONG VAN MINH 

W ILL  BE ASKED TO 5E AWSASSADOR TO E ITH ER  WASHINGTON OR LONDON.

2 .  DTlftEP CBAWGES TO TAKE PLACE IN THE NEXT TEN  DAYS 

ARE AS FOLLOWS: KHAKH W ILL  NAME KIM SELF CHIEF OF S TA TE .

I T  IS  AS \£T UKDECIOED WHETHER HE W ILL  ALSO RETAIN H IS

POS17 1OM AS PR IME M1H ISTER . TRAN TH IEN  KHI EM, RECENTLY PRa^OTED

TO LKEUTENAM T GEWERAL AND MOW THE SENIOR OFFICER IN THE ARMED

T h is  m a te ita l conta ins in fo rm »U o n  kffaotlac tbe M A tloM l D efe iiM  « t  U m  U n ite d  Btates w ltb ln  the m e »n ln t o f the lip lo n a te  L » « it  T it le  
IB , U J3 .0 . Secs. 793 (Old 7M , the tn n sm lM lo n  o r te re U tkm  o f w hich in  any manner to •& u n a u th o rin d  petKm  U  p nA iU te d  b r law.

oBoTT"
S -S -B C JLE ^  NDFSWiUSSa

STATE/INR DIA ARMY/ACSI NAVY AIR JCS SECDEF NSA HK  AID USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR 00

UmaLtJad MlMNalk

SANITIZED  
Authority CffL-Cf}- M

n a r a ,
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CLASSIFICATION  DISSEMINATION CONTROLS 

6 E C R r f  110 FOREIGN DISSEM
( W h e n  F U le d  I n )

TDCS-31V 01579-6^
IN H8090

PAGE 2

FORCES, W ILL  BE NAMED DEPUTY PRIME M IN ISTER  FOR M ILITA RY  A FFA IRS. 

VU VAN MAU, PRESEN TLY AMBASSADOR TO LONDON;WILL BE RECALLED TO 

BE DEPUTY PRIME M IN ISTER  FOR ADMINISTRATION. NGUYAN TON HOAN, 

CURRENTLY DEPUTY PRIME M IN ISTER  FOR PACIFI CAT I ON; W ILL  BE GIVEN 

A M IN ISTRY (WHICH ONE AS YET UNDECIDED). NGUYEN XUAN OANH, 

CURRENTLY DEPUTY PRIME M IN ISTER  FOR ECONOMY AND FINANCE, W ILL  

BE GIVEN A M IN ISTRY . GENERAL DO MAU, AT PRESENT DEPUTY PRIME 

M IN ISTER  FOR CULTURAL AND SOCIAL A FFA IR S , W ILL  BE SENT TO A POST 

OVERSEAS (EXACT POSITION UNDECIDED.) COLONEL HUYNH VAN TON, 

COMMANDER OF THE 7TH INFANTRY D IV ISIO N  AND A DAI V IE T  MEMBER, 

W ILL  BE RELIEV ED  OF H IS  COMMAND.

3 . F IE LD  D ISSEM . STA TE USMACV USOM U S iS  2ND A IR  DIV ISIO N  

9TH  F IE L D  STATION CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF

END OF MESSAGE

j

- S K R & f
CLASSIFICATION  DISSEMINATION CONTROLS

nommimM
PO BM  2 0 9 6  (15-20-44-47)

DNTINUATION OF TDCS INFORMATION F )RT
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

97

46  
■ Action

10 
Info

S S ' 
SVN 
G
SP  ■ 
L  
H 
AF 
ARA 
EUR 
FE  
NEA 
P
'USIA

eONF-W)UNTIAL

I I  
CIA 
MSA 
OSD 
ARMY 
NAVY 
A IR

RMR

0 0 3 8 2 2,

ftua 5 PM »  25 
D EC tX SW lED  ’

Authority E.G. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)
, JSAES, Bate

RR RUEHCR RUMJIR 
DE RUEHDT 393 06/0155Z 
R 060135Z Z£a ^
FM USUN INEWYORK 1
TO r u eh c r / s e c s t a t e  washdc 
INFO r u m j ir / a m em ba ssysa ig o n  
s t a t e  GRNC
BT ____ _
C -< M rT^ -l-D- ,E N ACTIOM DEPT 304 ] INFO SAIGON 37 FROM USUN
AUG 5 , 9 :35  PM -----

SUBJ:- PARTICIPATION OF DRV AND GVN IN SC PROCEEDINGS

1. IN^DISCUSSION a f t e r  SC MTG, N IELSEN  (NORWAY, SC PRES) 
in d ic a t e d  INTENTION CONSULT INFORMALLY WITH SC MEMBERS RE ISSU E  
OF HAVING REPS OF DRV OR GV« PA RTIC IPA TE IN SC DEBATE RE NORTH 
VIETNAM a tta c k s  ON US NaVaL  U N ITS .
CFN 304 37 5 9 :35  1

Page two rue hd t 393 c^-o-i»-p-r  d e n  -t - t  a l
2 . N IELSEN , VHO CLEARLY P R fFE R S  NOT IN V ITE  GVN PA RTIC IPA TE AT 
TH IS  POINT, had long  CONVrRSATION WITH MOROZOV (USSR) AND SEYDOUX 
(FRANCE) a f t e r  MTG. TH E R E A riE R , N IELSEN  SUGGESTED TO US FORMULA 
WHEREBY DRV WOULD BE INVITSO  NOW PA RTIC IPA TE IN-SC PROCEEDINGS, 
WHILE, INVITATIO N TO GVN WOULD REMAIN OPEN AND L IV E  QUESTION - 
BEFORE SC, TO BE DECIDED UP<2W ON BA SIS OF COURSE THAT DEBATE
T a k es  in  f u t u r e , we s a id  ^elec o n  w it h  d e p t  t h i s  a ftern o o n m ade u s
DOUBT DEPT WOULD ACCEPT T H U ;  8UT IN RESPONSE N IELSEN  REQUEST, 
AGREED TO PUT I T  TO DEPT A^WA'1.

i
3 . MOROZOV, N IELSEN  SA ID , H/^  IM PLIED  TO HIM THAT SOVS DO NOT 
r e a l ly  EXPECT DRV WOULD A S t m  INVITATIO N TO PA RTIC IPA TE IN SC 
PROCEEDINGS. MOROZOV SUGGEStED TO N IELSEN  THAT HE CONSULT MEMBERS 
SC IN DIV ID UA LLY, AND THEN T fiL K  TO MOROZOV AGAIN. |.

4. WE KNOW FROM MEMBER NORWEGIAN DEL THAT DRAFT SOV RES UNDER 
WHICH SC WOULD IN V ITE  DRV ggP TO TAKE PART SC MTGS ORIGINALLY 
c o n ta in ed  a d d it io n a l  PROVISION (DROPPED FOR UNKNOWN REASONS) 
c a l l in g  fo r  "R EP  OF SAlGON REGIME" TO PA RTIC IPA TE SC MTGS ALSO.

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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-2 -  304 , A ug ust 5 , 10 p,m », from  New Y o rk

5 . WE in f o r m a l l y  RAISED WIT?^ N IELSEN  ANOTHER PO SSIBLE APPROACH 
WHICH HE FOUND. Q UITE ATTRACTIVE, NAMELY; IN REPORTING TO SC AFTER  
H IS CONSULTATIONS, N IELSEM  SiWULD SAY THAT ALL MEMBERS IN S IS TE D  SC 
CFN 2 3 4 5 i

PAGE THREE RUEHDT 393 
i RECEIVE a l l  PO SS IB LE  INFO &SJ ISSU E  BEFORE COUNCIL, AND THAT SC
I HOPES I T  W ILL BE PROVIDED. WIELSEN WOULD THEN NOTE I T  HAS NOT . "
! BEEN SC PRACTICE TO IN V ITE  ®jiPS OF IN TERESTED  PA R TIES  TO P A R TI-
1 ■ C IP aT E  in  sc  PROCEEDINGS, ByT RATHER TO APPROVE ON INDIV IDUAL
: Ba s is  r e q u e s t s  from su c h  p /^ rfIES ; t h e r e f o r e , i t  m ig h t  b e  b e s t  to
i LEAVE i n i t i a t i v e  TO IN TERESTED  P A R TIES . APPROACH OF T H IS  .NATURE

WOULD l e a v e  door OPEN FOR |&aR T IC IP aT I 0N BY BOTH DRV AND GVN. 
BEFORE SUPPORTING I T ,  OF OSURSE, WE WOULD HAVE TO BE SURE GVN 
WOULD NOT SEEK PARTIClPATICfV UNLESS DRV DID. OTHERWISE R ESU LT  
MIGHT BE GVN BUT NOT DRV PARTICIPATION WHICH, HOWEVER ATTRACTIVE 
TO US, WOULD h a r d ly  S I T  WELL WITH COUNCIL IN  VIEW OF NATURE OUR 

I COMPLAINT.

COMMENT: INFO NOTED PARA 4 TWDICaTES  SOVS MAY BE W ILLING  GRANT 
GVN p a r t ic ip a t io n  WITHOUT TOO WUCH OF A B A TTLE , AND WE HOPE 
BUTTRESS SUPPORT FOR IMMEDIATE GVN PARTICIPATION DURING INFORMAL 
TALKS WITH D ELS OF SC M£Mgm TONIGHT. NEVERTHELESS, OUR FEELIN G  
SO f a r  IS  THAT CASE FOR GVW PARTICIPATION IN SC DEBATE AT TH IS  
POINT I S  NOT VERY CONVINCING TO MANY SC MEMBERS. I F  I T  BECOMES 
CLEAR WE cannot EXPECT SU?^S>RT FOR OUR POSITION ( I . E .  HAVING BOTH 
GVN and DRV REPS IN V ITED  N0>Ve5, WE WOULD L IK E  AUTHORIZATION FROM 
DEPT TO ACCEPT E ITH E R  N IE L S E f r s  SUGGESTION CPARA 2) OR APPROACH 
OUTLINED PARA 5 .

GP-4
STEVENSON

N o te : Advance Copy to  S/S--0 a t 2 :4 7  a .m ., A ugust 6 ^
Passed W h ite  House a t 3 :0 8  a .m ., A ug ust 6 (p e r S /S -0 )

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



INCOMING TELEGRAM Jjepartment o f State

46
Action

10
Info

S S ’
SVN
G
SP
L
H
AF
ARA
El]R
FE
NEA
P
US LA
NSC
IN R
CIA
NSA
OSD
ARMY
NAVY
A IR

RMR

: 0 0 3 8 2'2 
Ao.to54 AUG 5 PM 10 25 : -

RR RUEHCR RUMJIR 
DE RUEHDT 393 06/0155Z
R 060135Z ZEA___ ,
FM USUN fNEWYORK (
TO RUEHCR/SECSTa t e  WASHDC 
INFO RUMJIR/AMEMBaSSY S aIGON 
STA TE GRNC
BT _____, ,c 0 N r  I  D--E- ftcnoM d e p t|5¥4]im fo  Saigon 37 from  usun
AUG 5 , 9 :35  pm

D E C E A S S IF IE B  
A uthority E.G. 11652 SEC . 5(A) and (D)

B y N A E S , I ) , a t < >

SU B j: PARTICIPATION OF DRV AND GVN IN SC PROCEEDINGS

1. IN ’DISCUSSION a f t e r  SC MTG, N IELSEN  (NORWAY, SC PRES) 
INDICATED INTENTION CONSULT INFORMALLY WITH SC MEMBERS RE IS S U E  
OF HAVING REPS OF DRV OR 6VM PA RTIC IPA TE IN SC DEBATE RE NORTH 
VIETNAM a tta c k s  ON US NAVaL  U N ITS .
CFN 304 37 5 9 :35  1 >

PAGE TWO RUEHDT 393 C I  D E. N_T  T L .L
2. N IELSEN , WHO CLEARLY PREFERS NOT IN V ITE  GVN PA RTIC IPA TE AT 
TH IS  POINT, HAD LONG CONVERSATION WITH MOROZOV (USSR) AND SEYDOUX 
(FRANCE) AFTER MTG. THEREA FTER, N IELSEN  SUGGESTED TO US FORMULA 
W EREBY DRV WOULD BE IN V ITED  NOW PA RTIC IPA TE IN 'SC  PROCEEDINGS, 
WHILE, in v i ta t io n  TO GVN WOULD REMAIN OPEN AND L IV E  QUESTION - 
BEFORE SC, TO BE DECIDED IIP3M ON BASIS OF COURSE THAT DEBATE
t a k e s  in  FUTURE. WE s a id  t e ;_econ w it h  d e p t  t h i s  a ftern o o n m a de u s
DOUBT DEPT WOULD ACCEPT TH I3 ; BuT IN RESPONSE N IELSEN  REQUEST, 
a g reed t o  p u t  i t  to  DEPT A'^rVAY.

3. MOROZOV, N IELSEN  S aID , H^D IM PLIED  TO HIM THAT SOVS DO NOT ' ; 
r e a l l y  EXPECT DRV WOULD ACC£PT INVITATIO N TO PA RTIC IPA TE IN SC 
PROCEEDINGS. MOROZOV SUGGESTED TO N IELSEN  THAT HE CONSULT MEMBERS 
SC IN DIV ID UA LLY, AND THEN TALK TO MOROZOV AGAIN. ; ' ;

4. WE KNOW FROM MEMBER NORWEGIAN DEL THAT DRAFT SOV RES UNDER 
WHICH SC WOULD IN V ITE  DRV RcP TO TAKE PART SC MTGS ORIGINALLY 
c o n ta in ed  a d d it io n a l  PROVISION (DROPPED FOR UNKNOWN REASONS) 
c a l l in g  fo r  "R EP  OF S aIGON REGIME” TO PA RTIC IPA TE SC MTGS ALSO. ^
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-2 -  304,  August 5 , 10 p.m«, from  New York

5. WE in f o r m a l l y  RAISED WITH N IELSEN  ANOTHER PO SSIBLE APPROACH 
WHICH HE FOUND Q UITE ATTRACTIVE, NAMELY; IN REPORTING TO SC AFTER 
H IS CONSULTATIONS, N IELSEN  WOULD SAY THAT ALL MEMBERS IN S IS TE D  SC 
CFN 2 3 4 5 ;

PAGE TH REE RUEHDT 593 C-O N F I-D  E N T  I-A  L
RECEIVE a l l  p o s s i b l e  INFO CK ISSU E  BEFORE COUNCIL, AND THAT SC , 
HOPES I T  W ILL BE PROVIDED. N IELSEN  WOULD THEN NOTE I T  HAS NOT 
BEEN SC PRACTICE TO IN V ITE  REPS OF IN TER ESTED  PA R TIES  TO P A R TI
C IPATE IN SC PROCEEDINGS, BUT RATHER TO APPROVE ON INDIV IDUAL
Ba s is  r e q u e s t s  from su c h  pa f:t i e s ; t h e r e f o r e , i t  m ig h t  b e  b e s t  to
LEAVE i n i t i a t i v e  TO IN TERESTED  PA R TIES . APPROACH OF T H IS  NATURE 
WOULD LEAVE DOOR OPEN FOR PARTICIPATION BY BOTH DRV AND GVN. 
BEFORE SUPPORTING I T ,  OF COURSE, WE WOULD H^VE TO BE SURE GVN 
WOULD NOT SEEK PARTICIPATION UNLESS DRV DID. OTHERWISE R ESU LT  
MIGHT BE GVN BUT NOT DRV PaRTIC IPATIO N WHICH, HOWEVER ATTRACTIVE 
TO US, WOULD h a r d ly  S I T  WELL WITH COUNCIL IN VIEW OF NATURE OUR 
COMPLAINT.

COMMENT: INFO NOTED PARA 4 INDICATES SOVS MAY BE W ILLING  GRANT 
GVN p a r t ic ip a t io n  WITHOUT TOO MUCH OF A BA TTLE , AND WE HOPE 
BUTTRESS SUPPORT FOR IMMEDIATE GVN PARTICIPATION DURING INFORMAL 
TALKS WITH DELS OF SC MEMBFF.S TONIGHT. NEVERTHELESS, OUR FEELIN G  
SO f a r  IS  t h a t  CASE FOR GVN PARTICIPATION IN SC DEBATE AT TH IS  
POINT I S  NOT VERY CONVINCING TO MANY SC MEMBERS. I F  I T  BECOMES 
CLEAR WE cannot EXPECT SUPPORT FOR OUR POSITION ( I . E .  HAVING BOTH 
GVN and DRV REPS IN V ITED  NOW), WE WOULD L IK E  AUTHORIZATION FROM 
DEPT TO ACCEPT E ITH E R  N IE LSEN ’ S SUGGESTION CPARA 2) OR APPROACH 
OUTLINED PARA 5 .

GP-4
STEVENSON

N o te : Advance Copy to  S /S -0  a t 2 :4 7  a .m ., A ug ust 6
Passed W h ite  House a t 3 :0 8  a .m ., A ug ust 6 (p e r S /S -0 )
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RMR

.ASSIFIED

Action pj, RUEHCRUM JIR RUDSC RUFJC RUHPA fl \ 2 7"  ̂ O'
DE RUEHDT 24 15/0035Z A\JQ 14 PM 8 u ,• v

TO ZNR .1 9 P!?
Info R 15M 28Z  

p i lUSUN NY(
TO to eh c / s e c s t a t e  washdc 

SS INFO r u m j i i/ am em ba ssy sa ig o n
SVN RUDSC/AM EMBASSY LONDON 
G RUFJC/am EMBASSY PARIS
S P  r u h pa / c in c pa c
T s t a t e  6RNC

! u BT , ____,
: "  UNCLAS a c tio n  D E P T U j l  INFO S aIGON 52 LONDON 110. PA RIS 70
: CINCPAC 44 FROM USUN?OURTEENTH
, FE
i P CINCPAC FOR POLAD
JJSJA

GVN l e t t e r  to  sc  p r e s i d e n t
INR
PJA !• TEX T OF GVN OBSERVER’ S L E T TE R  TO SC PRES OF AUG 13

AS FOLS (UN ESSEN TIA L WORDS O M ITTED):

QUOTE

RE SC DECISION OF AUG 7 AND YOUR TELEGRAM OF SAME DATE 
TO RVN FONMIN, IN WHICH YOU EXPRESSED D ES IR E  OF SC TO WELCOME 
FROM RVN INFORMATION R ELA TIV E  TO US COMPLAINT AGAINST HANOI 
REGIME, I  HAVE HONOR INFORM YOU IN BEHALF MY GOVT THAT RVN 
IS  r e a d y  o f f e r  to  SC I T S  FU LL COOPERATION, AND TO PROVIDE ANY 
INFORMATION WHICH COUNCIL MAY NEED CONCERNING UNPROVOKED 
ATTACKS BY VIET-CONG TORPEDO BOATS AGAINST US SH IPS  IN 
INTERNATIONAL WATERS IN GULF TONKIN.
CFN 421 52 110 70 44 1 13 7

pag e two RUEHDT 24 UNCLAS
TH ESE a tta c k s  ON THE HIGH SEAS ONCE MORE EVIDENCE AGGRESSIVE
POLICY OF Hanoi r e g im e  and i t s  u t t e r
d is r e g a r d  fo r  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  r u l e s  of in t e r n a t io n a l  la w ,
THEY THEREFORE HAVE TO BE EXAMINED IN GENERAL FRAMEWORK OF 
VIET-CONG a g g r e s s io n s  IN SEA.

TH ESE a g g r es s io n s  HaVE BEEN FOR YEARS DIRECTED AGAINST RVN, 
BUT IN NO way L IM ITE D  TO V IE T-N aM ALONE.

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
________ pro h ibited  u n less "UNCLASSIFIED"

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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-2 -  421, August 14, from New York

IT  IS WELUKNOV/N THAT VIET-CONG, ABETTED BY PEIPING REGIME,
HAVE FOR many YEARS VIOLATED NEUTRALITY AND ENCROACHED UPON 

I INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF LAOS, BY SUPPORTING AND DIRECTING
pathet Lao, and by introducing their own cadres and military 

UNITS into Laos.

in recent attacks against us vessels on high seas in gulf 
tonkin, v iet- cong have shown that they have now decided 

j extend their bellicose actions to other areas as well.

UNDOUBTEDLY, PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY IN SEA ARE
seriously endangered by such aggressive acts and gross 
violations international law.

Page three RUEHDT 24 UNCLAS
OF no small significance is  attitude of Hanoi regime to 
invitation that sc extended to answer complaint of us before 
council,

refusal by Hanoi regime to appear before council, or even 
provide factual.information on th is matter as requested by 
THE council, shows THaT HANOI REGIME IS AWARE THAT ITS 
attacks on HIGH SEAS AGAINST US SHIPS ARE NOT DEPENDABLE.

IT indicates also disregard that Hanoi regime holds for un»s 
ROLE IN maintenance OF PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY. 
attitude of Hanoi regime v is- a-v is un can surprise no one
BECAUSE of it s  SUBSERVIENCE TO PEIPING REGIME, WHICH STILL 
stands INDICTED OF AGGRESSION BY UN.

AFTER EACH AGGRESSION WHICH IT  COMMITTED, AND EACH SERIOUS 
SITUATION WHICH IT  CREATED, HANOI REGIME INVARIABLY ADVOCATES 
CONVENING OF NEW GENEVA CONFERENCE, ALLEGEDLY TO RESTORE PEACE 
and SECURITY IN SEA, WHICH IT  HAS ITSELF DISTURBED A JD ENDANGERED.

J FACT that Hanoi regime again demands convening of another
^ GENEVA CONFERENCE AFTER ITS ATTACKS IN

international waters against US SHIPS IS indicative OF ITS
MOTIVES IN creating THESE INCIDENTS. USEFULNESS OF SUCH 
conferences, HOWEVER, CAN BE EVALUATED IN LIGHT OF REPEATED' 
VI01ATI0NS_ OF GENEVA AGREEMENTS OF 1954 AS TESTIFIED BY THE

■ CFN 1954,

/
i

UNCLASSIFIED
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-3 -  421 , A ug ust 14 , from  New Y o rk

PAGE FOUR RUEHDT 24 UNCLAS
in t e r n a t io n a l  c o n tr o l c o m m issio n  in  i t s  s p e c ia l  r e p o r t  of JUNE
2, 1962, AND GROSS VIOLATIONS BY VIET-CONG OF GENEVA 
a g r e em en ts  of 1962 on LAOS.

\

■RVN ONCE MORE EXPRESSES I T S  ADHESION TO PR IN C IPLES  OF UN 
c h a r t e r , I T S  h o pe and TR U ST IN UN FOR MAINTENANCE OF PEACE 
and in t e r n a t io n a l  SEC U RITY ,

un q uo te

2. TH ERE IS  SOME D ISPU TE  WITHIN SECRETARIAT RE PREC ISE MEANS 
FOR CIRCULATING L E T T E R  AS SC DOCUMENT* D ISP U TE  SHOULD BE 
SE TTLE D  TO PERM IT CIRCULATION AUGUST 17. IN MEANTIME, 
CONTENTS L E T T E R  HAVE BECOME PUBLIC-KNOWLEDGE. '"STEVENSON 
BT
CFN 2 1962 1962 2 17

.A
i
■j

UNCLASSIFIED
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DE RUEHCR 3377 05/1747Z  

0 051724Z ZEA

AMEM3A33Y.MOSCOW

I
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48180
Ub 5

J7 5;

TO W HITS HOUSE ATTN MR BUNDY 

STATE QRNCr

-G-9- M F I  D g » T  I  A L

ACTION SECSTATE 382 , AUG 05 , S P.M . SIGNED KOHLER.

/

}<; {J t 'I
)

^OR SECRETARY, THOMPSON AND TY LER

IN VIEW DEVEL0PT1ENTS NORTH VIETNAM, I  CONSIDERED WHETHER CANCEL 

DEPARTURE D E S P ITE  FACT USAFE AIRCRAFT ALREADY HERE, SOVIET CREW 

READY AND CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF STA FF PREPARING TO LEAVE W ITH  

US, INCLUDING TWO MEDICAL EVACUEES.

HOWEVER, SEE?!ED TO ME UNDESIRABLE LEAVE IMPRESSION WE EXPECTING  

ADVERSE SO VIET REACT-ION AND I  HAVE RESPONDED TO IN Q U IR IES  LOCAL 

CORRESPONDENTS NO RPT NO CHANGE IN PLANS. ACCORDINGLY W ILL LEAVE 

10 AM LOCAL, AUG 6 , BUT W ILL BE PROMPTLY A V A ILA B LE  THROUGH USAFE 

WIESBADEN, EMBASSY BONN AND CONSULATE FRANKFURT.

GO-3.

CFN 10 AM 6 3 
W Q TE RUSK

3T ---------
'̂wox, W:vm. ^nTcic.

F i

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority A/

Bv . NAIiS, Date / / - 9

i
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UNCLAS ACTION DEPT IMMEDI*. i  262 INFO LONDON 67 BANGK . EIGHT ,

raOW KARACHI S IX TH

V IET NAM

R E F : USITO CIRCULAR 5 8
f

JOINT EM BASSY-USIS MESSAGE

'/
1. ED ITO RIA L COMMENT RE US RETALIATORY ACTION V IE T  NAM SO FAR

A V

L IM ITED  PAK TIM ES  LEAD ED ITO RIA L AUGUST 6 , WHICH CRITICAL

BUT MILDLY EXPRESSED.^ ;

2 . EN TITLE D  ”DARK PO RTENTS" E D IT  BEGAN WITH FA IRLY  ACCURATE 

REVIEW DEVELOPMENTS V IE T  NAM. WHILE CONCEDING LEGITIMACY US 

ACTION IN TAKING C R IS IS  TO UNSC, ED IT  QUESTIONED "WISDOM" 

HUNTING SIMULTANEOUS "RETALIATO RY O FFEN SIV E ." R ESP O N S IB IL ITY  

FOR PRESENT C R IS IS  REGARDED AS "UNIMPORTANT" COMPARED OVERALL 

CFN 262 67 58 I .  6 2 .

. t

•.ov

M

"'r ' W
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PAGE TWO RUFJKP 322 UNCLAS . • t • f  ̂
VN-SEA QUESTION. SPECULATED WHETHER RECENTxWIDESPREAD

DISCUSSION RE EXTENSION WAR TO NORTH V IE T  NAM BEGINNING

BEAR F R U IT .  STATED THAT D E S P ITE  L IM ITE D  US INTENTIONS

DANGER CHINESE INVOLVEMENT SIM ILA R KOREA HIGHLY PO SS IB LE .

3. SECOND HALF E D IT  S L ID  INTO GENERAL C RITIC ISM  US INTEN TIO NS. 

"UNFORTUNATELY, MANY THINGS HAVE HAPPENED LA TELY  WHICH CONFIRM 

VIEW US HAS NO INCLINATION CALL OFF I T S  M ILITA N T ADVENTURE

IN REG IO N." RECENT COMPLAINTS BY DRV L IS TE D  TOQETHER W|TH 

INDICATIONS c o n tin u in g  BUILDUP US FORCES IN AREA. C ITES  '

THREAT TO WORLD PEACE THROUGH US DETERMINATION WIN VN WAR.

4. CONDEMNED "BRINKMANSHIP” AND DECLARED "ONLY HOPE OF , 

LASTING SETTLEM EN T IN THE AREA L IE S  IN PO LITIC A L  

UNDERSTANDING." CALLED FOR US TO "COME TO GRIPS WITH  

R E A L IT IE S . "  MCCONAUGHY

BT ,

CFN 3 4 . , ' ,

t

::  ̂ \ :  ̂ ■■-a '
y

;  j V , - , V f
 ̂ if  ■ »! S

. ?. ■■■
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■f

■ r )  

> ■ 1

r'- - ' \  •• -* ■ •

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

' 

- i "  



/<3 4

INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of St^te

30
Action

SS
G
SP
EUR
FE
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P
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CIA
NSA
OSD
ARMY
NAVY
A IR
NIC

RMR

LIM ITED  OFFICIAL USE
Control:
Rec'd;

FROM:

ACTION:

DATE;

Budapest

Secstate 74 P r i o r i t y  

August 5 j 4 PM

3282
August 5 3 1964 
12:06 PM

A fte r  extended sile n c e  Hungarian rad io  mentioned US a c tion  re  
NVN torpedo boats in  noon broadcast August 5„ Quoted P re s id e n t 
Johnson saying a c tion  "am answer" to  NVN a c tion  during  past few 
days. Announced meeting NSC called today. A lso  announced 
a r r iv a l  US je t  bombers in  Saigon from Taiwan. ITie one a f t e r
noon paper published Budapest c a rrie d  s to ry  o f " f i r e  b a tt le  in  
V N ." Quoted NVN news agency saying American sh ip s "a g g re sso rs"  
and American statem ents o f a ttack by NVN "a complete fo rg e ry ,"  
A r t ic le  a lso  quoted excerpts from P re s id e n t 's  address. No 
e d ito r ia l  comments

SHELTON

AD

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFlEp"
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LIM ITED  OFFIC IAL USE

00 RUEHCR
DE RUFHOL 512 05/1518Z
0 051515Z ZEA 
FM aMEMBaS S Y / ^ 5 P ^
TO s e c s t a t e  
BT

„ 0 0  3  2  3 .4  

1964 Aug 5 AM |j 54

: L IM ITE D  O FFIC IA L USE IMMEDIATEM53
T vUG-5, 4PM '

JOINT S TA TE / uS IS  MESSAGE

FOREIGN OFFICE AND EMBASSY PRESS SPOKESMEN BY AGREEMENT 
'a re c o n fir m in g  to  PRESS THAT AMBASSADOR MCGHEE TODAY 
DELIVERED A MESSAGE TO M IN ISTER  WESTEICK AND STA TE SECRETARY 
L aHR on d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  s o u t h e a s t  A ISA.

FOREIGN OFFICE HaS ISSUED FOLLOWING "SEM I-O FF IC IA L" STATEMENT 
,FOR a t t r i b u t io n  TO "PO LIT IC A L C IR C LES";

"  IN  PO LITIC A L CIRCLES IN BONN, THE DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA ISC3SSERVED WITH CONCERN, THE L IM ITE D  /ACTIONS OF THE  
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ARE CONSIDERED TO BE A J U S T IF IE D  ANSWER
TO a c tio n s  of a g r e s s io n  w h ic h v io l a t e  in t e r n a t io n a l  la w .
TH ERE IS  PO SITIV E  HOPE TH aT  THE SITUATIO N IN THAT AREA SOON 
W ILL RETURN TO NORMAL, AND PEACE BE ESTA BLISH ED  AGAIN."
MCGHEE

fcBT

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, 12:22 P .M ., PASSED USIA 12:15 P .M ., 
8/5/64 ; ADVANCE COPY TO S/S O, 12:05 P .M ., 8/5/64.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-

-



SIKOMiKS TELEGRAM Department of State

info

___  _______________?TTAfc
CONTROL; 4591 

Action r eCD; august S, 1954
1S40PM
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FIERCE ARROW 

LIMDIS RPT LIMDIS , ^

OFFICIAL DUTCH REACTION TO PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AS OF NOON 
AUGUST 5 CONFINED TO TELEPPIObE CALL LATE AUGUST 5 FROM FOKOFF 
SECGEN VAN TUYLL EXPRESSING ON BEHALF OF PRIMIN APPRECIATION 
FOR MESSAGE AND EXPLAINING THAT FOMOFF CA) HAD AUTHORIZED 
PRESS TO SAY GON STUDYING VIETNAM SITUATION ¥ITH GREAT INTEREST, 
AND CB) HAD DENIED AUTHORITY FOR PRESS TO SAY GON STUDYING WITH 
QTE CONCERN UNClTE. ^

PRIM IN AND ONLY HALF OF CABI^ET IN TOWN I*JITH FONMIN LUNS IN 
INDIAp „GON PROBABLY AWAXTTNG DEVELOPMH-NTS AND PARTICULARLY
REACTION OF OTHER COUNTRIES AND NOTABLY NATO ALLIES. EMBASSY 
ESTIMATES GON WILL SOON AND PUBLICLY ENDORSE U,S* ACTION*

CFM: 101 5

HOWE ,
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RUMJFS/AMEM3ASSY VIENTIANE  
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un c la s

ACTION PR IO R ITY  DEPt ( i^ I N ? 0  BANGKOK 21 VIENTIANE 16 
SAIGON 45 FROM HONG KOKRT S IX TH

FOLLOWING IS  SUMMARY STATEM>:NT SY:

(Radio Peking overseas se rv ic e  in  cantonese 1000 h r s  hk tim e)

THE u s  s u d d e n l y  ATTACKED THI£ DRV ON 5 AUGUST. BY DOING SO US 
im p e r ia l is m  HAS GONE BEYOND TH E VERGE OF WAR AND EMBARKED ON 
THE F IR S T  S TEP  IN EXPANDING THE WAR IN INDO-CHINA, AND THE  
SITUATION IS  EXTREMELY GRAVE. THE C?R GOVT "COMPLETELY 
CFN 144 21 16 45 1000 HRS HK US DRV 5 US CPR

nil

PAGE TWO RUMJDH 02 UNCLAS
SUPPORT" THE D R V S  STERN PROTEST'AGAINST TH E  U S.

T H IS  SECOND INCIDENT IN THE GULF OF TONKIN IS  COMPLETELY 
PREMEDITATED AND FABRICATED IN ORDER TO EXPAND THE WAR IN 
INDO-CHINA AND TO SEND ARMED FORCES TO AREAS NEAR THE DRV 
FROM TAIWAN AND HK.

SINCE 3 a u g u st TH E US HAD COMMITTED A S E R IE S  OF AGGRESSION 
AGAINST t h e 'D R V . ” THE CPR GOVT SOLEMNLY STA TE THAT THE AGGRESSION 
AGAINST THE'DRV IS  STARTED 3Y THE US. SINCE THE US DOES T H IS ,  . 
THE DRV HAS GAINED THE RIGHT TO R E S IS T  AGGRESSION, AND ALL 
COUNTRIES SUPPORTING THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS HAVE ALSO OBTAINED 
THE RIGHT TO SUPPORT TH E Dl̂ y ’ S ACTION AGAINST AG GRESSION....
THE DRV I S  A CLOSE NEIGHBOR OF CHINA’ S AND THE VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE ARE BROTHERS OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE. ANY US AGGRESSION 
AGAINST THE DRV IS  AN AGGRESSION AGAINST THE CPR. THE CHINESE
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-2 - 144, AUGUST 6 , FROM HONG KONG

PEOPLE WILL NEVER SIT IDLY BY ’/ITHOUT ASSISTANCE.-THE US’S 
BLOOD DEBT TO THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE MUST BE REPAID. THE US 
GOVT MUST immediately STOP ITS ARMED AGGRESSION AND PROVOCATIONS 
AGAINST THE SACRED TERRITORIAL LAND, SEA, AND AIR OF THE DRV,
OR THE US GOVT MÛ T BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL GRAVE CONSEQUENCES 
CAUSED BY THIS /AGGRESSION AND PROVOCATIONS/".

RICE'  r .

BT ‘
CFN DRVS US TONKIN DRV TAIWAN KK 3 US DRV CPR DRV US US DRV ‘ 
DRV’S DRV US DRV CPR US’S US DRV !JS ^

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S O AT 2 :30  A.M. AUGUST 6 , 1964 
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ACTION: SECSTATE (3 £ y P R I0 R ITY

iNFO : PARIS 51 \
LONDON 61 ^

“ ...  SAIGON 7
VIENTIANE 10 
HONG KONG 3

DATE: AUGUST 6 , 5 PM ^
S e ACTION MOSCOW’ PRESS AND RADIO TV TO EVENTS IN GULF TONKIN / \ 
CAUTIOUS THUS FAR. PRAVDA AUG 6 CARRIED TEX T MILD TASS 
[AUGUST 5 STATEMENT, DRV M INISTRY DEFENSE AUG 5 STATEMENT 
AS WELL AS NUMBER SHORT, FACTUAL NEWS ITEM S. PRELIMINARY 
SAMPLING SOVIET BROADCASTS BY EMBASSY INDICATES, HOWEVER, ' i 
THAT MEDIA TREATMENT FOR FOREIGN AUDIENCE CONSIDERABLY 
SHARPER THAN DOMESTIC TREATMENT, , ;

IZV ESTIYA  AUG 5 , IN ADDITION DRV Mi) AUG 5 STATEMENT, j
CARRIED ARTICLE BY IZV ESTIYA  WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT “
WHICH STRESSED "UNKNOWN" ID EN TITY  ATTACKING P T  BOATS AND 

[ QUOTED ALLEGED SPECULATION OF CERTAIN WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT^ 
THAT WHOLE AFFAIR MAY BE SAIGON ATTEMPT TO "P U LL  US DEEPER '< 
INTO M ILITA RY ADVENTURE". ' j

EA RLIER  EDITIO NS PRAVDA, 
ONLY CARRIED FEIJ, SHORT, 
DEVELOPED.

IZV ESTIYA  AND OTHER CENTRAL PAPERS 
FACTUAL NniS ITEMS AS SITUATION

‘ comment: SOVIETS OBVIOUSLY S T I L L  RESPONDING TENTATIVELY
I TO DEVELOPMENT CKHRUSHCHEV'S CABSENCE VOLGA REGIONS MAY BE 
[CONTRIBUTORY FACTOR). TH IS  CLEARLY INDICATED BY TASS AUG !
5 STATEMENT WHICH, IN CIRCUMSTANCES, WE CONSIDER EXTREMELY j 
M ILD. STATE^ENT A) BEGINS IMMEDIATELY WITH SUBSTANCE WITHOUT ] 

ISAY I T  "AUTHO RIZED"; B) STATES MERELY THAT US AGGRESSIVE 
{ACTIONS ARE BEING CONDEMNED IN "AUTHORITATIVE SOVIET CIRCLES"| 
AND C) MAKES NO MENTION OF POSSIBLE SOVIET RESPONSE. OUR 
.IMPRESSION FURTHER CONFIRMED BY WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE ADOPTED ’ 
BY SOVIET UN REP WHO FA ILED  DENOUNCE.US CASE OUT OF HAND. i 
IFURTHER STRIKING CONFIRMATION PROVIDED LAST NIG HT'S MOSCOW ? 
„TV NEWS PBOSRAMS. EV M IN E HM  0 ®  „

■ _____ PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIHED"
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LIM ITED  OFFIC IAL USE

-2 -  387, AUGUST 6 , 5 PM FROM MOSCOW

__________ IN UNUSUALLY BALANCED TONES, THE OTHER READ HANOI.r
RELEASES -THUS GIVING BOTH* SIDES UHAT COULD BE CONSIDERED 
FAIR AND EQUAL TREATMENT. MOSCOW "NEWS OF WORLD" TV PROGRAM i 
;WAS DEVOTED IN LARGE PART TO SOVIET DESALINIZATION 
EXPERTS EXTOLLING VIRTUES OF SOVIET-US FRIENDSHIP AND OF 
RECENT DESALINIZATION AGREEMENT. PROGRAM ENDED WITH SHORT,
:ALMOST EMBARRASSED, NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT OF SITUATION IN 
tGULF OF TONKIN, , '
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BT

609 SIXTHUNCLAS PRIORITY 

JOINT EMBASSY-USIS MESSAGE 

PASS TO USIA

BRITISH PRESS AND PUBLIC OPINION, WITH MINOR EXCEPTIONS, HAS 
SUPPORTE D US retaliatory ACTION AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM AS LIMITED, 
BUT FIRM, ACTION NEEDED IN CIRCUMSTANCES. PAPER GAVE PROMINENTT 
PLAY TO PRESIDENTS SPEECH IN SYRACUSE, PARTICULARLY NOTING HIS 
REMARK THAT NEITHER FRIEND NOR FOE NEED THINK US WILL BE 
DIVIDED IN ELECTION YEAR. GOLDWATERS ENDORSEMENT OF PRESIDENTS 
ACTION WAS also FEATURED IN MOST NEWS ACCOUNTS.

M

todays EVENING STANDARD QUOTES PRIME MINISTER AS SAYING: ’THIS 
RjlR WAS an UNPROVOKED AGGRESSION AGAINST US WARSHIPS IN INTERNATIONAL 

WATERS. THEREFORE THE UNITED STATES HAS THE PERFECT RIGHT TO 
RETALIATE, AND IT IS FOR THE UNITED STATES TO DECIDE WHAT ,
FORM that retaliation TAKES . . . .

'PRESIDENT JOHNSON WAS IN TOUCH WITH ME AFTER THE FIRST ATTACK, AND 
GAVE WARNING THAT IF THE FIRST ATTACK WAS REPEATED HE FELT IT  
WOULD BE necessary TO TAKE ACTION TO STOP THE AGGRESSION,
BECAUSE UNLESS SUCH ACTION IS STOPPED WAR MAY EASILY RESULT.*

LAST NIGHT, ON BB C TELEVISION PROGRAM ’ENCOUNTER,’ FOREIGN 
SECRETARY BUTLER SAID UK HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH WASHINGTON BY 
TELEPHONE AND ADDED: ’I WOULDNT SAY THIS LAST AMERICAN INCIDENT 
ŴAS NECESSARILY DICATATED BY POLITICS. I THINK IT WAS AN ATTACK 
ON THE HIGH SEAS - AN AGGRESSION - AND IT  IS NATURAL TO REPLY.’

OFFICIAL FONOFF SOURCES WERE ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING NORTH VIETNAMESE 
ATTACK ON HIGH SEAS WAS INFRINGEMENT OF ARTICLE 51 OF UN CHARTER.

diplomat correspondents have HAD DIFFICULTY EXPLAINING NORTH VIETNAME£ 
RASHNESS IN FACE OF GIANT US POWER. DAILY HERALD MAN DECIDED 
INTENTION WAS TO PROVOKE CRISIS IN UN TO HELP BUILD PRESTIGE OF 
CHICOMS. A FEW THOUGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE MIGHT HAVE MISCALCULATED 
TO POINT OF ACTUALLY BELIEVING THEIR ’PAPER TIGER* PROPAGANDA.
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-2- 609, AUGUST 6 . FROM: LONDON.* 5
VICTOR ZORZA IN THE GUARDIAN NOTED THAT SOVIET UNION DENOUNCED 
US IN 'TERMS LESS SEVER̂ THAN HEARD FROM MOSCOW AT TIMES OF 
TENSION IN THE PAST.* HE SAID LANGUAGE WAS ’CAREFULLY CHOSEN 
TO AVOID any hint OF POSSIBLE SOVIET INVOLVEMENT.'

*

THE TIMES, daily EXPRESS, DALY TELEGRAPH GAVE STRONG SUPPORT 
TO US. THE TIMES NOTED: ’IT HAS BEEN AN OPERATION CONDUCTED ,
WITH THE PRINCIPLE OF MEASURED RESPONSE WELL IN MIND: AN 
ACTION 'LIMITED AND FITTING,' IN PRESIDENT JOHNSONS WORDS.'
DAILY EXPRESS URGED UK TO 'LET HER COMRADELY UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE AMERICAN POSITION NOW BE TRANSLATED INTO FULL MEASURE 
OF moral AND DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT.' DAILY TELEGRAPH SAID: 'IT  
FOLLOWS that NOT ONLY THE ALLIES OF US BUT ALL NATIONS TO WHOM 
THE PRESIDENT ADDRESSED HIS SPEECH YESTERDAY SHOULD GIVE HIM 
THE SUPPORT and UNDERSTANDING FOR WHICH HE APPEALED.'

s.

ALEXANDER MACLEOD, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT OF THE SCOTSMAN 
THINKS KHRUSHCHEV IS PLACED IN EMBARRASSING POSITION; HE 
WILL NOT WANT TO APPEAR WEAK KNEED, BUT IT WOULD BE MOST UNFORTUNATE 
FOR WEST IF HE FELT OBLIGED, FOR REASONS OF PERSONAL PRESTIGE,
TO SIDE FULLY WITH PEKING.

DAILY WORKER ACCUSED US OF COMMITING CCOLD-BLOODED AGGRESSION.'
UNLIKE OTHER NATIONAL DAILIES, THE GUARDIAN STRUCK QUERULOUS 
NOTE, RAISING QUESTION AS TO US STRAIGHTFORWARDNESS IN REPORTING 
NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS AND ASKING QUESTION; WHY HAS THE REACTION 
BEEN SO EXAGGERATED? THE GUARDIAN SAID WAR IN VIETNAM MUT BE WON IN 
THE SOUTH, NOT NORTH, AND CONCLUDED; 'BY LARGE-SCALE ACTIONS LIKE 
THE AIR STRIKE THE US ADMINISTRATION IS DANGEROUSLY STAKING ITS 
PRESTIGE ON VENTURES DOOMED TO FAILURE, AND IN AN EFFORT TO 
REDEEM IT 1ST GETS SEDUCED INTO STILL LARGER-SCALE MISTAKES 
NEXT TIME.'

LENGTHY EXTRACTS FROM BRITISH EDITORIALS SENT VIA SIGNALS, WITH REQUEST 
COPIES BE PASSED TO STATE AND DEFENSE. OSHAUGNESSY
BT  ̂ ......... ....______
Note: Passed USIA 8/6/64 3:40PM  ___________
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INFO LONDON 84 
AUG 6, TPM

IN DISCUSSIONS WITH FRENCH OFFICIALS ON TONKIN BAY 
CRISIS AUSTRALIAN AND UK EMBASSIES HAVE DETECTED CERTAIN 
SKEPTlCISf-1 THAT INFORMATION FROM US SOURCES NECESSARILY 
ACCURATE. QUAI SYG DE CARBONNEL TOLD UK AMBASSADOR IT  ENTIRELY 
POSSIBLE US HAD TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF DRV ERROR* CARBONNEL 
ALSO THEORIZED THAT CHINESE TAKEN BY SURPRISE BY DRV ACTION 
SINCE CPR REACTION QUITE RESTRAINED, THEIR STATEMENT IN

PAGE 2 RUFGWP 253 B 0 H'T  !  B B ^
EFFECT SAID ONLY US HAD BETTER NOT GO ANY FURTHER.
UK EMBOFF TELLS US HE INFORMED BY SENIOR QUAI OFFICIAL THAT 
QUAI HAD HAD CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY PERSUADING DE GAULLE NOT TO 
ISSUE STATEMENT CRITICAL OF US ACTIONS AND DRAWING COKC-LUSION 
HIS CONFERENCE PROPOSAL MORE NECESSARY THAN EVER. INFORMATION 
FROti BRITISH ON OCCASION BUST BE TAKEN WITH GRAIN OF SALT.
GP-3. LYON 
BT

ADVANCE COPY TO S/S 0  8 :13  PM, 8/6/64.
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7766
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252PM

ACTION: SECSTATE 430 
OTTAWA 6

DATE: AUGUST 10, 6PM

AIR -
? ÎC I-

R> iR ;

r

f'-

CANADIAN AMB FORD TOLD ME HE SAW GROMKYO AUG S TO CONVEY MESSAGE. 
TO KHRUSHCHEV CONCERNING RE-UNITING FAMILIES AND ISSUANCE VISAS. 
FOLLOWING BRRIEF DISCUSSION THIS SUBJECT, GROMYKO LAUNCHEDK 
INTO DISSERTATION REGARDING RECENT ACTIONS IN TONKIN GULF,
STRONGLY CRITICIZING US ACTIONS ALONG LINES HIS TELEGRAM TO DRV 
FOREIGN MINISTER. ALTHOUGH GROMYKO RANG ALL THE CHANGES,
FORD HAD IMPRESSION HE WAS ILL AT EASE AND HIS HEART NOT REALLY 
IN PRESENTATION.

AT ONfe POINT GROMYKO ASKED RATHER PLAINTIVELY WHY CANADA ALWAYS 
BELIEVES US VERSION OF DEVELOPMENTS AND HE RECALLED tIS "DUPLICITY" 
IN U-2 INCIDENT. WHEN FORD NOTED DANGER TO WORLD PEACE INVOLVED 
IN ATTACK BY NORTH VIETNAM AGAINST US AND SPECULATED THAT NORTH 
VIETNAM MAY HAVE ACTED ON ITS OWN WITHOUT KNOWL'EDGE COMMUNIST 
CHINA, GROMYKO ASKEJ SARCASTICALLY: " DO YOU REALLY THINK CHINESE 
DIDN’T KNOW?". GROMYKO THEN -DROPPED SUBJECT.

BEFORE FORD DEPARTED, GROMYKO ALSO TOOK OCCASION COMPLAIN OF - 
US ACTIONS IN BUZZING SOVIET SHIPS IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS, 
RECITING MAIN POINTS MFA NOTE TO US AUG 3. /• ’

• * ' ' ' ■ ‘ ■ 
FORD COMMENTED INTERVIEW HAD NOT BEEN ONE- OF HIS MOST PLEASANT ' 
SESSIONS WITH GROMYKO. PROTCCT SOURCE.

DEPT REPEAT AS DESIRED. 

GP-3.

CFN 6 S U-2 3 3
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FROM PARIS ELEVENTH. -̂-----

IN CONTRAST UNFRIENDLY OR SKEPTICAL NOTES IN PRESS HERE RE 
VIETNAMESE DEVELOPMENTS, FIGARO PRINTED AUG. 10 FRONT PAGE 
EDITORIAL BY FRANCOIS-PONCET. LATTER POINTS OUT THAT GREATER 
AMERICAN SENSE RESPONSIBILITY AND DESIRE AVOID WAR SHOULD 
RESOLVE ANY DOUBTS IN FAVOR US VERSION OF EVENTS. WHILE CHINESE 
MAY CALCULATE WELL, MAO ÂJD COMPANY ARE PRONE TO VIOLENCE AND 
COMPLETE CYNICS WHO HOODWINKED GOF AT TIME RECOGNITION. PRESENT 
CHINESE MANEUVERS OBVIOUSLY AIMED AT PUSHING KHRUSHCHEV INTO 
CORNER WHERE HE MUST CHOOSE BETWEEN RENEWING COLD WAR OR 
APPEARING MORALLY SOFT TO ASSEMBLED CP’S OF WORLD. CHINESE 
HAVE LITTLE TO LOSE IN EITHER CASE.

franco IS-PONCET MAKES FAVORABLE COMPARISON BETWEEN PRES.
JOHNSON HANDLING CRISIS AND PRES. KENNEDY IN CUBAN CRISIS.
HE ALSO QUESTIONS WHETHER INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CAN 
PRODUCE GUARANTEED SOLUTION WHICH WOULD STOP SOUTH ASIA DONINO 
.EFFECT OF COMMUNIST TAKEOVER SVN ANY BETTER THAN AMERICAN 
PROTECTION. ARTICLE POINTS OUT THAT EXPERIMENT OF.'NEGOTIATED 
ACCORDS ALREADY TRIED IN 1954 AND HAS FAILED. FINALLY, FP 
CALLS FOR DEMONSTRATION ALLIED SOLIDARITY FOR PEKING BENEFIT 
'AS FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS. BOHLEN 
BT

XFN 781

f
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ll^S l̂JZHin!
par Andre FRANgOIS-PONCET

QU I des Nord Vietnamiens 
ou des Am^ricains a tir^ 
les prerniers coups ? 

Quels sont les provocateurs ? 
Chacun des deux pretend na-

■ turellement que c’est 1’autre.
Pour nous, le plus vralsem  

blable est que ce sont les Nord  
Vietnamiens, animes et pous- 
s6s par les Chinois de P6kin. 
Non pas qu’amdricanophiles 
de principe nous soyons por- 
t^s k  donner toujours raison 
aux Etats Unis, mais parce que 

i  les Americains sont plus 
conscients de leurs responsa
bilitds parce qu’i ls  se rendent 
mieux compte des suites que 
peuvent entrainer tro is coups 
de canon ; qu’i ls  n ’ont pas be  
soin de faire une demons
tration de force et que, s ' i ls  
sont decides k  se faire respec
ter, i ls  ne veulent pas, pour 
autant, declencher la guerre, 
meme celle-ci devait demeu  
re r loca'e.

An moment de la crise de 
Cuba, c’cst ainsi qu’ils  ont 
agi. Leur etat d’esprit n ’a pas 
change. Johnson n’est pas, du 
moins en I ’espece, different 
de Kennedy.

n  y a beaucoup plus de 
chances pour que les casse cou 
soient du cot  ̂ de la Chine po  

«■ pulaire et de son satellite 
nord vietnamien. Car, su r la 
mentality de Mao Ts^ toung 
et de ses acolytes, i l  n’y a au

■ cun doute ; I ’homme est un 
calculateur ma's aussi un vio
lent. Quand la France a re  
connu !a r^publique de P^kin, 
nous avons pens^, en songeant 
k  ceux qui approuvaient hau- 
tement cette mesure : < Vous 
dddouanez les Chinois ? Vous 
n'allez pas tarder, mes bons 
amis, k  d^couvrir k  qui vous 
aurez d^sormais affaire et qui 
sont ces gens auxquels vous 
tendez la main. I ls  sont des 
maitres, non seulement en ma  
tiere de duplicite et de ruse,

aussi sous le rapport du 
'■■■nisme, de la hardiesSe dans 

conception et de I'audace 
dans '.’execution. Lo rsqu 'ils 
seront dcvenus membres de 
I ’O.N.U., i ls  ne resteront pas 
longtemps tranquilles et si, un 
jou r, I ’institution doit sauter, 
ce sera par leurs soins. >

Dans le cas present, leur in
tention n’est pas, m algri leurs 
rodoTiontades, de provoquer 
une guerre g^ndrale, ou seule
ment une guerre asiatique, et 
i ls  ne se soucient pas d’af- 
frontsr dam une guerra ou*

verte la puissance infiniment 
sup^rieure des U.S.A. Leur ma 
noeuvre est dirigde contre 
Khrouchtchev et elle est d’une 
habiletd raffinee. Notre ami 
J. M. J. Ogliastro I ’a parfaite 
ment sa isi et elairement ex  
pliqutf.

L ’initiative sino vietnamienne 
place, en effet, M. K . dans le 
plus cruel embarras ; s’i l  ne 
soutient pas le Nord-Vietnam, 
P^kin I ’accusera de trahison 
et ddnoncera en lu i un ISche, 
un r^visionniste, un bourgeois 
asservi k  I'impdrialisme et au 
capitalisme occidental. E t la 
situation morale de Moscou 
s ’en trouvera affaiblie quand 
aura lieu le grand rassemble
ment des partis communlstes 
dans le monde.

S ’i l  se porte, au contraire, 
k  I ’aide de Hanoi et de Pekin, 
Khrouchtchev mdcontentera 
les Etats Unis. n  annulera ou 
compromettra les patients ef
fo rts auxquels i l  se liv re  et qui 
visent k consolider la coexis
tence pacifique. Les progres 
acquis par lu i dans une voie 
qui devrait aboutir, un jour, 
au d^sarmement s'^vanoui- 
ront.

De toute fagon, Khroucht
chev perdra su r un tableau 
sans gagner beaucoup sur 
I ’autre. P^kin, au contraire, 
est assure de gagner su r les 
deux. Que Khrouchtchev le 
suive ou ne le suive pas, i l  
se ddconsid^rera en quelque 
maniere. Le prestige de la 
Rdpublique populaire s’accroi- 
tra, en revanche, du fait 
qu’elle aura osd tenir tete aux 
Etats Unis, qu’elle n’aura pas 
eu peur des Americains et or- 
donne de tire r su r leurs des
troyers. E lle  apparaitra plus 
que jamais comme la grande 
puissance de I ’Asie.

L ’Amerique aura, pour sa 
part, donne le spectacle d’au  
tant de fermetd que de pru
dence. 'Johnson, en face de 
Hanoi et de Pekin, n'aura pas 
ettf infdrieur  ̂ Kennedy en 
face de Cuba, et, dans la pers
pective eiectorale, son action 
aura ete bdneficiaire puisque 
Goldwater, lui-mSme, I'a ap- 
prouvde et que I ’unanimite 
nationale s’est rangde derri^re 
le President.

Andr6 FRA Ivp O IS PO N C ET
df I Acadimle franca lit.

(Swtt* p««« t, c«l, V)
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• dans la capltale am r̂lcalne quo 
la crise est passte. De toute fa> 
con, on est pari. Sur le plan Int^ 
r i «  ' d’abord, vendredl par 88 
vd( jntre 2, le Stoat a voti la 
riso>ation accordant au president 
Johnson les pleins pouvoirs mlli  
talres dans le Sud-Est asiatique.

 La Chambre des Repr^sentants 
I ’avait adoptie auparavant par un 
vote unanirae.

Sur le terrain ensuite, des ren> 
forts ont i t i  et ne cessent d’etre 

' achemln î. Et, selon les services 
de renseignements americains, 
aucun mouvement militaire lais- 
aant p r^ g e r une intensification

COUPS DE CANON 
AU TONKIN

9 1 ^  Suite de fa premiere page

Localement. le Sud-Vietnam 
sera content de la le?on in fli  

■gde k  Hanoi. I I  appr^ciera 
plus justement la valeur de la 
protection am^ricaine.

Les ^venements conduiront- 
I l s . 4 cette grande conference 
que prdconise la France et qui 
installera it en Indochine la 
neutralite et la paix?

Un premier point est A sou- 
ligner. L'importance strat^
gique de la pdninsule indochi- 
noise ne saurait 6tre exager^e. 
E lle  est d’ordre vital. Aban  
donner le Vietnam du Sud et 
la isser le Nord Vietnam s’en 
emparer serait ouvrir les 
portes k  I ’invasion, par les 
Chinois, du Cambodge, du 
Laos, de la Thailande, de la 
Birmanie et les amener aux 
portes de I ’lnde ; ce serait l i  
vrer des positions capitales k  
I ’appetit d’expansion et de do
mination de Mao.

Les Americains le compren
re n t et aident, tant bien que 
mal, le Sud-Vietnam k  garder 
verrouiliees ses portes. Un re
gime de neutralite garantie, 
emanant d’lme conference in  
ternationale, serait  i l  plus 
efficace ?

On dit communement que le 
problfcme de I ’lndochine n’a 
pas d'issue m ilita ire  et que, 
dans ces conditions, i l  faut 
trouver une solution pacifique 
et negociee. Mais on I ’a d e ji 
essaye. Les accords conclus 
n ’ont pas ete respectes. La 
neutralite pacifique n'a pas 

. ete observee h ie r; le sera-t-elle 
demain 7 On ' le  souhaite. 
On souhaite que la bonne foi 
ne soit pas la dupe de la mau- 
vaise.

On souhaite aussi que la so  
lidarite des grandes puissances 
se manifeste et signifie k  la 
Chine de Pekin qu’U n’y a rien 
k  attendre de leurs divisions.
AiKiptf FRA N ^O IS PO N C ET

d « PAcadfmU franeats0.

riaies a i2  mllies est un point de 
vue communiste. Les Etats-Unis 
ne tiennent compte que des liml> 
tes reconnues p^  droit intet  ̂
national, c’est-&-4 trois miiles, 
Toutefois, les deu,. attaques con
tre les navires americains ont 
ete effectuees bien au-deli des 
12 miiles.

» On peut honnfitement supi>o>

gnent que la riposte contre les 
bases du Nord Vietnam etait ine
vitable. S i les Etats Unis n’avaient 
pas reagi avec fermete. et rapi
dity, leur 'attitude aurait ete 
interpretee par les communistes 
comme une preuve de faiblesse 
et la securite de leurs navires 
dans les eaux intemationales 
n’aurait pas pu etre assuree.

Avertissement ferme, mais modere

M. KHROUCHTCHEV :

«Si les impMalistes dklenche 
celle-ci s'achevera par la desfructiot

Moscon, 9 aoQt (A.FP.).  
M. Khrouchtchev a enfin riagi 
personnellement hier aux inci
dents du goife du Tonkin dans 
un discours prononce & Ordjo  
nikidze, dans le Caucase. Cette 
prise de position est consua 
dans un langage ferme mais elle 
est consideree comme relative  
ment mod6ree et ne contient 
aucun engagement precis &

Bonne recolle sovietique 
ceite annee

Meseeu, 9 aoOt (A.F.P.K  
Dan* !• dlieours qu'll a pro
nonce i  Ordlonikidze, M. 
Khrouchtchev a annoncequ* 
la recolta serait bonne cette 
annie en U.R.S.S., et II a 
lalsse entendre que son pays 
ne procederalt plus i  de* 
achats de bie.

M. Khrouchtchev a annen  
ce qu'll allalt malntenant se 
rendre dan* la region de* 
terre* vlerge* < oil les tra  
vallleur* ont fourni de gro* 
efforts cette annee •.

regard de la Republique demo  
cratique du Vietnam.

Les obsorvateurs mettent l*ac  
cent sur le fait que le chef du 
gouvernement sovietique, qui 
avait prononce, au cours de la 
tournee d’inspection agricole qu’i i  
effectue actuellement, piusieurs 
discours la semaine demiere, a 
attendu que la situation ait per
du, du point de vue miUtaire,- 
son caractire aigu avant d'adres  
ser cette mise en garde, asses 
generate, aux Etats-Unis.

On pense generaiement que 
M. Khrouchtchev qui, en depit 
des attaques ideologiques chi  
noises, demeure officiellement le 
< chef de file du camp socia  
liste >. au moins vis-ii-vis de sa 
propre opinion publique, ne pou  
vait faire moins que d’exprimer 
publiquement son appui i  un 
membre de ce camp. Mais, 
contrairement ik ce qu’i i  avait 
fait dans d’autres occasions, no  
tamment lorsqu’i l  s’ctait agi de 
Cuba, i l  n’a pas cette fois agite 
1’ < epouvantail nucieaire > et 
s^st contente de rappeler le 
dogme, toujours valable k  Mos
cou comme k Pekin, suivant le- 
quel une guerre dedencbee par

les < imperialistes > ne pourrait 
s’achever que par la • destruc
tion totale du capitalisme >.
• M. Khrouchtchev n’a toutefois 
pas precise ce qui constituerait, 
t ses yeux, le declenchement 

d’une veritable guerre n i it partir 
de quel stade ♦ les peuples de 
I’Union sovietique sauraient se 
dresser pour leur patrie et pour 
les autres Etats ^ocialistes ».

Du fait ctu’U emane de M. 
Khrouchtchev !ui meme, qui Jette 
ainsi son prestige dans la ba
lance, cet avertissement n’en a

• Le president du Consell so
vietique a denonce les < actions ■ 
agressives commises contre la>t 
Republique democratique du Viet .", 
nam » et a accuse les navires 
de guerre americains d’avoir « pe  ? 
netre dans les limites du Viet- ’ 
nam et tente de provoquer les 
actions militairos »

• Bien que le rf>uv nement 
des Etats-Unis tei; o ’ >ffirmer 
que ce n’est pas lu i > a com 
mis une agression ms. que les 
navires de guerre amor'cains no 
faisaient que se defcndre, i l  est 
difficile ft toute lersonne sensee 
de comprendre de quelle maniere 
la Republique democratique du 
Vietnam a pu etre i ’agresseur. 
Car ce n'est pas la flotte de la 
Republique democratique du Viet
nam qui a p^netre d.ip  les eaux 
territoriales des Etat? nis mais 
au contraire les ni;vires des 
Etats-Unis d’Amerique qui, i  des 
milliers de ’̂ ilomt tres ;v leur 
pays, ont penetre vlarr j  i imites 
du Vietnam ct tente dt: provo
quer des actions miiitaires.

•  Les peuples ne ' ’eulent pas 
vivre comme par le passe; ils  
ne veulent pa? ?*re des esclaves 
du capitalisme, des esclaves du 
coloniaiisme. I ls  iuttent et lutte  
ront pour leur indepcndance et 
aucune force d’agression, pucune 
action de gendarme des 'S.its  
Unis d’Amerique et de.  autres 
puissances Imperialistes pour  
ront les arreter. No”s voudrions 
prevenir tous '̂ eur a ,ui cela 
s’adresse de coir.’- endrt- et de 
bien assimiler ceiua ve.'-te.

• Organisant la iutte IdMo- 
gique et politique contrr la t'Oii  
tique agressive de I’impovialis-ne, 
le parti communiste et. le ou
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S i m p s o n ,  M n .  N .  I .  S i m p s o n .  ! •  c o m t e  
e t  l a  c o m t e s i e  N o d  d e  V i l k n e u v e  
Q u e n i ; o ,  M U e *  C h a n t  r t  l . s a b c l l c  
d A u d l f f r e t ,  s o D u r  . I . a p I c  
c o m t e  e t  U  c o m t c i r  H u  d ’. \ u  
d l f f r o t .
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DE RUEHCR 10025 12/22IIZ
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R 121900Z ZEA' WHASA '
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TO RliEPWW/WHITE HOUSE ATTN MR

DECIASSIHED  
RUEPIA/etA Authority KAC da>o i

R 121738Z ZEA 

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS ,

TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC

INFO RUEHDT/USUN NEW YORK 49833
RUMJDH/AVCONSULATE HK0N6 

RUMJFS/AVEMBASSY .VIENTIANE 

RUMJIR/AVEMBASSY SAIGON 

BT

ACTION DEPT 833 INFO SAIGON 40 HKONG 14 MOSCOW 47 US.UN 34 

VIENTIANE 20 BANGKOK TOKYO NDELHI TEIPEI UNN FROM PARIS 

AUGUST 12, 6 PM

QUAI -INFORMS US THAT CHICOM AVBASSADOR HUANG CHEN-CALLED .

ON FONMINISTER COUVE DE MURVILLE AUGUST 10A HUANG CHEN 

EXPRESSED PLEASURE TRIPARTITE LAO MEETINGT'WOULD TAKE. ' * r  

PLACE IN PARIS AND REPEATED CHINESE THESES ON TONKIN GULF

PAGE. 2 RUFGWP 5 08

INCIDENTS AND AFTERMATH. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION BY COUVE,

HE DENIED THAT CHINESE SENDING VOLUNTEERS TO VIET NAM*,̂

SESSION REPORTEDLY CLOSED WITH BOTH.MEN AGREEING GENEVA 

CONFERENCES RATHER THAN UN HAD APPROPRIATE COMPETENCE IN 

SETTLING INDOCHINESE DIFFICULTIES. GP-3 BOHLEN 
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