
ARCHIVES PROCESSING NOTE

You will find two versions of the document withdrawal sheets in this file. The original 
document withdrawal sheets were completed in the 1970s and early 1980s. Since that time, 
many of the documents have been declassified. In an effort to make the withdrawal sheets easier 
to use, we have updated the withdrawal sheets, listing only the documents that are still closed. 
Use these updated withdrawal sheets to request Mandatory Declassification Review of closed 
security classified documents.

The original withdrawal sheets are in a mylar sleeve in the fi-ont of the folder. We have retained 
them in the file so that you can see the status of the documents when the folder was opened and 
the history of their declassification. Please replace the sheets in the mylar sleeve when you have 
finished examining them.
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LBJ LIBRARY DOCUMENT WITHDRAWAL SHEET Page 1 of 2
D o c #  D ocT voe D oc Info C la ss if ic a tio n P a g e s D ate R estr ic tio n

101 cable Intelligence Information C able  Sanitized, 
8/2000

S 4 8/30/64 A

102 cable Intelligence Information C able  Sanitized, 
8/2000

S 6 8/30/64 A

103 cable Intelligence Information C able  Sanitized, 
8/2000

s 2 8/29/64 A

104 cable Intelligence Information C able   Sanitized, 
8/2000

c 8 8/29/64 A

105 cable Intelligence Information C able   Sanitized, 
8/2000

s 5 8/28/64 A

106 cable Intelligence Information C able   Sanitized, 
8/2000

c 8 8/28/64 A

107 cable Intelligence Information C able  Sanitized, 
8/2000

s 3 8/27/64 A

108 cable Intelligence C ab le   Sanitized, 8/2000 c 1 8/26/64 A

C o llec tio n  T itle 

F o ld e r  T itle
National Security File, Country File, Vietnam 
V olum e 16

B ox N um ber 7

Restriction Codes
(A) CImed by Exacutiv* Ordw 13S26 governing access to national security Information. 5 / 2 2 / 2 0 1 4
(B) Closed t>y statute or t>y ttie agency ««liicti originated ttie document. Initials
(C) Closed in accordance witti restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-



LBJ LIBRARY DOCUMENT WITHDRAWAL SHEET Page 2 of 2

D oc #  D ocT vpe D oc Info C la ss if ic a tio n  P a g e s  D ate  R estr ic tio n

109 cable Intelligence C ab le   Sanitized, 8/2000 S  1 8/25/64

110 cable Intelligence C able   Sanitized, 4/1999 S  2 8/25/64

111 cable Intelligence Information C able   Sanitized 
4/1999

S 1 8/25/64

112 cable Intelligence Infornnation C able   Sanitized 
4/1999

C 4 8/25/64

113 cable Intelligence Information C able   Sanitized 
4 /1999

C 3 8/25/64

114 cable Intelligence Information C able   Sanitized 
4/1999

C 3 8/24/64

119 cable CINCPAC to JC S   Sanitized 7/1976 T S 10 8/29/64

189 report W eekly Report, "The Situation in South 
Vietnam"  Sanitized, 4/1999

S 25 8/20/64

C o llec tio n  T itle National Security File, Country File, Vietnam 
F o ld e r T itle V olum e 16

B ox N u m b er 7

Restriction Codes
(A) Closed by Exacutiv* Order 13526 governing access to national security information.
(B) Closed by statute or by ttie agency wtilch originated ttie document
(C) Closed in accordance witti restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gifL

5/22/2014
Initials
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Incoming telegram  department of Sta,
U ) ti 'S L

? /
Action

5 5

Info

CONr IDCNT I A-b -
Control:
Rec'd:

PROM: SAIGON

ACTION: SECSTATE 685,  PRiO RrTY  

DATEJ a u g u s t 31 , 8 PM

2 6 1 4 8
AUGUST 3 U  196^
9;18  am

i
r

EXDJ S

FOR THE s e c r e t a r y
DE

Authority
002

DEPTEL 5 5 7 ; EMBTEL 6 8 4 .  . NABS. D ate

KHANH'S VFEW REPORTED IN ENBTEL 684  THAT HE CAN STRAIGHTEN OUT 
HFS im m e d ia t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  PROBLEMS BY THE END OF THE WEEK MAY 
NOT BE ENTIRELY RELIABLE BUT IS BEST EPIVEY * AVAILABLE OF TIME  
REQUIRED TO BRING SOME S T A B IL IT Y  INTO SAIGON PICTURE. AS IT  IS 
awkward to  t r y  t o  CONDUCT MY BUSINESS ON A DAY-TO-DAY B A S IS ,
I PROPOSE FOR PLANNING PURPOSES TO TAKE 7 SEPTEMBER AS MY DATE 
OF ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON, RECOGNIZING THAT BECAUSE OF THE HOLIDAY, 
O FF IC IA L  BUSINESS MAY HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL 8 SEPTEMBER. SUGGEST 
NO PU B LIC ITY  UNTIL DAY OF DEPARTURE.

REQUEST CONCURRENCE.

BAP

TAYLOR

*  AS RECEIVED. W ILL BE SERVICED UPON REQUEST

■F^'^'FlPFNTfiM _
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED
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SMCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State 
~  : 033
3 1 ____
Action

Info

CONTROL: 2 6 2 0 3
R EC D :  AUGUST 3 1 ,  1 9 6 4  1 0 : 3 8  A . M ,

PROM: 1 S A I G O N £

A C T I O N :  S EC S TA TE 684^^(6 8 4  k S E C T I O N  ONE OF TWO) IMMEDIATE

D^TE; AUGUST 3 1 ,  7 P . M .
 • , V 

— g- - £ - - e - n  E T- D E P T  P A S S  ACTION WHITEHOUSE 8 5  DOD 1 1 1  
C I A  9 1  I N F O  CINCPAC POLAD 3 4 5

L- I  M D I  S ’

WHEN ALEX JOHNSON AND I  CALLED ON GENERAL KHANH IN  .DALAT 
T H I S  MORNING (AUGUST 3 l )  WE FOUND HIM S U F F E R I N G  FROM HEMORHOIDS,  
HIGH BLOOD P R E S S U R E ,  ANI)* AN O B E S E S S I O N  OVER THE PREPONDERANT 
STRENGTH OF THE DAI V I E T .  AS H I S  DOCTOR WAS P R E S C R I B I N G  FOR 
THE F I R S T  TWO A I L M E N T S ,  WE ADDRESSED OURSELVES TO THE T H I R D .

KHANH SEEMS TO HAVE COME TO DALAT FROM THE MEETINGS IN  SAIGON '  
IM PR ES SE D  WITH THE LUST FOR POWER OF THE DAI V I E T  AND T H E I R  
DETERMINATION TO ATTA IN  T H E I R  O B J E C T I V E S .  I N  S P I T E  OF THE 
UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE GENERALS AT THE MEETING ON AUGUST 2 7 T H  
URGING KHANH TO REMAIN AS HEAD OF GOVERNMENT, HE HAS NO 
I L L U S I O N  OVER THE LONG TERM LO Y A L T IE S  OF THE DAI V I E T  G EN ERA LS .  
AFTER H I S  P U B L I C  DENUNCIATION OF THE P A R TY ,  HE I S  SURE THEY ARE 
OUT TO GET H I M .

HE WENT OVER THE USUAL L I S T  OF THOSE WHOM HE CONSIDERED TO BE 
DAI V I E T  AND THE AVAILABLE TROOP S TREN G TH .  HE P O I N T S  OUT THAT 
MUCH OF T H I S  STRENGTH I S  IN  THE SAIGON AREA AND HENCE I T  
WOULD BE EASY FOR THEM TO STAGE A COUP IN  THE C I T Y .  HE HAS IN 
MIND IN  P AR TICULAR THE SAIGON P O L I C E  OF COLONEL BEN, THE ARMOR 

' OF COLONEL N G H I A j  AND THE 7TH  D I V I S I O N  OF COLONEL T O N .

KHANH I S  ALSO AWARE OF A P O S S I B L E  COUP FROM .A GROUP OF 
U N S P E C I F I E D  YOUNG GENERALS AND C O LO NELS.  HE SAYS THAT HE I S  IN 
CONTACT WITH T H I S  GROUP WHO ARE GENERALLY A N T I - D A I  V I E T .  HE 
APPARENTLY C O NS ID ER S  THAT THEY ARE B A S IC A L L Y  FOR HIM BUT HE 
STATES THAT Hfi I S  URGING THEM NOT TO MAKE ANY MOVE S I N C E ,  FROM 
A NATIONAL P O I N T  OF V IE W ,  A NEW COUP WOULD BE D I S A S T R O U S .

d e o a s ^ b d

________  REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
A u th o r ity  _  ^ •T O T S E C R E T  ^ __________ prohibited unless unclassified

T̂ v .NARA, Date_/ /
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\-  TOP SECRB¥~» /

- 2 - 6 8 4 ,  A u g u s t  3 1 ,  7  P . M .  ( S E C T I O N  I  OF I I )  f r o m  S a i g o n
MEANWHILE. MULLING OVER SUCH THOUGHTS AS T H E S E ,  KHANH HAS
BEEN DOING NOTHING IN  DALAT OTHER THAN R E C E IV E D  MEDICAL TREATMENT ;
AND EN JO Y  THE S U N S H I N E .  HE SEEMS O B L I V I O U S  TO THE NEED FOR |
GETTING H I S  GOVERNMENT GOING AGAIN AND FOR TAKING THOSE !
PREPARATORY MEASURES NECESSARY TO O F F S E T  ANY P O S S I B L E  MOVE BY
THE DAI V I E T .  

. I N  THE SUBSEQUENT D I S C U S S I O N ,  JOHNSON AND I  TOOK AS OUR 
PRIMARY O B J E C T I V E  AN EFFO RT FOR B E S T I R  KHANH TO A C T I V I T Y .  f i R S T ,
WE WENT OVER THE L I S T  OF H I S  ENEM IES AND COMPARED‘THEM TO THE 
STRENGTH WHICH HE CLAIMS FOR H I S  CA USE.  ON THE P O L I T I C A L  S I D E ,
HE AGREED THAT HE HAD THE SUPPORT OF THE B U D D H I S T S ,  CATHOLICS 
AND THE S E C T S .  HE C O NSID ERS THAT HE HAS THE LARGE M AJORITY OF THE 
GENERALS TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE CORPS COMMANDERS, PARTICULARLY i
THE S TRA TEG IC A LLY  LOCATED I I I  CORPS COMMANDER I N  S A I G O N .  EVEN I
A FRAGMENT OF THE DAI V I E T  FAVORS H I M .  TH U S,  BY ANY METHOD '
OF EV A LU ATIO N ,  H I S  PO T E N T IA L  STRENGTH WELL OUTWEIGHS THAT OF H I S  i
DAI V I E T  E N E M I E S ,  ALTHOUGH THE LATTER HAVE SOME ADVANTAGES 
IN  THE LOCATION OF T H E I R  T R O O P S .

HENCE,  WE SAW NO REASON FOR HIM TO H I D E  OUT IN DALAT WHEN SO MUCH 
,WORK REMAINS TO BE DONE IN  S A I G O N .  WE EM P A S IZE D  THE EV ID EN C E OF 

LACK OF GOVERNMENT A C T I V I T Y  IN SAIGON AND THE CONFUSION OF THE 
P U B L I C  AND THE P R E S S .  HE FOUGHT BACK R I E B L Y * _ § A Y I N G J m A X i K H l E M
AND/OR MINH AND PERHAPS FONMIN QUAT WERE WORKING ON THE ” - ----
CO M PO SITION  OF THE PROPOSED COUNCIL OF NATIONAL U N I T Y .  WE TOLD
HIM THAT WE HAD SEEN NO S I G N  OF SUCH A C T I V I T Y .  . , 

WE ALSO EM PHASIZED THE BAD E F F E C T  OF THE OANH IN TERV IEW  WHICH ^
IN D I C A T E D  THAT OANH WAS REALLY THE HEAD OF THE GOVERNMENT FOR 
THE NEXT TWO MONTHS AND THAT H E ,  KHANH, WAS P R A C T I C A L L Y - A  MENTAL 
C A S E .  HE LAUGHED T H I S  OFF AS BEST HE COULD BUT GOT THE P O I N T  
THAT HE NEEDED TO SHOW H IM S E L F  AT AN EARLY DATE IN S A I G O N .

^ A Y L O R ^  

*BT.J,  ■

N o t e :  ' A d v a n c e  c o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  1 1 : 1 8  AM 8 / 3 1 / 6 4
P a s s e d  t o  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  DOD, C I A  & CIN C P A C  POLAD 1 1 : 3 0  AM 8 / 3 1 / 6 ^

* A s  r e c e i v e d ,  w i l l  b e  s e r v i c e d  u p o n  r e q u e s t .  i
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State
CORRECTION iS S U E D :0 E '2 '  
9 / 1 / 6 4 -  ] a . m . - d l w

26209
AUGUST 3 1 # 19^ ^
I 0 ; 4 l  a m

o
/ r

Action

Info
FROM:

ACTION:

IN F O :

d a t e :

Control:
Re«'d<

SAIGON _ CORRECTED COPY

s e c s t a t e  6 8 4 ,  t m m e d ia t e

WHITE HOUSE 85,
DOD m  
C IA  91

CFNCPAC POLAD 3^ 5  .............................

AUGUST 3 1 ,  7 PM ( s e c t io n  TWO OF TWo)

a t  t h i s  POINT HE ASKED US WHAT WE RECOMMENDED THAT HE DO.
WHILE ADMITTING THAT AS FOREIGNERS WE COULD NEVER BE SURE OF OUR 
JUDGEMENT, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO T IM IN G , WE MADE THE 
FOLLOWING PO INTS: I URGED HIM TO RETURN TO SAIGON QUICKLY, AT 
LEAST FOR ONE DAY, THERE TO CONVENE H IS  CABINET, ISSUE ORDERS 
AND BE V IS IB L Y  ACTIVE IN DIRECTING THE GOVERNMENT. AT THE SAME
T im e  he m ig h t  c o n s id e r  s o m e s t a t e m e n t  t o  or a p p e a r a n c e  b e f o r e

THE PRESS.

THEREAFTER, IF  HE FELT HE HAD TO RETURN TO DALAT TO CONTINUE H IS  
m e d ic a l  t r e a t m e n t , h e  MIGHT BRING THE TRIUMVIRATE BACK WITH HIM  
AND HOLD MEETINGS WITH PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF 
n a t io n a l  u n it y  IN DALAT. I SUGGESTED THAT HE CONSIDERTNCLUDING  
AMONG THESE LABOR LEADERS WHO HAS IMPRESSED US ALL FAVORABLY.

NEXT, WE t a l k e d  TO HIM ABOUT THE NEED FOR PREPARING H IS  FENCES 
a g a in s t  a p o s s ib l e  COUP. WHY NOT CALL TO DALAT THE PRINCIPAL  
NON DAI V IE T  GENERALS AND BE SURE THEY ARE READY TO ACT IF  THE 
DAI V IE T  MOVE? ONCE ALL PREPARATIONS ARE MADE TO DEFEND AGAINST""
A COUP, KHANH SHOULD CONSIDER CALLING IN GENERAL KHIEM AND 
ORDERING THE REPLACEMENT OF THE DAI V IE T  GENERALS WHOM HE 
CONSIDERS A THREAT TO H IS  GOVERNMENT.

WE ASSURED H IM  THAT FURTHER IN A C T IV IT Y  WOULD BE FATAL, THAT 
H IS  ACTIONS WERE BEING WATCHED CLOSELY IN VIETNAM , IN WASHINGTON

.REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED
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" V    T O F ^ C R g l ^

■ t : y . . ■
- 2 -  6 8 4 ,  a u g u s t 31'» 7 pm ( s e c t io n  tw o  o f  t w o ) ,  fro m  s a ig o n

AND OTHER CAPITALS ABROAD TO SEE WHETHER HE COULD REALLY GOVERN  ■ 
T H IS  COUNTRY. IF  HE CAN G IVE SUCH EVIDENCE, THE US fS S T IL L  
BEHIND H IM . IF  WE EVER BECOME CONVINCED THAT HE CANNOT LEAD 
H IS  COUNTRY TO VICTORY, HE CAN NO LONGER COUNT UPON US. .

3 o t  ■ : . ,

KHANH TNQUrRED AS TO WHETHER WE HAD A SUBSTITUTE GOVERNMENT 
IF  H IS  FAILED^ I  ASSURED HIM THAT WE HAD NO FAVORITE AND WERE 
NOT LOOKING FOR 'A SUBSTITUTE AT TH IS  T IM E . HE ASKED FOR THE '
THIRD OR FOURTH T IM E MY O PIN IO N OF GENERAL M IN H . I REPEATED 
w h a t I HAVE USUALLY s a i d ,  NAMELY THAT I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
FRIENDLY W ITH MI'NH BUT THAT I CONSIDERED THAT HE LACKED LEADERSHIP 
AND WAS UNWILLING TO WORK AT ANY HARD TASK. HOWEVER, I WOULD BE 
INCLINED TO LET HIM  REMAIN IN  THE KHANH GOVERNMENT AS CHIEF OF 
s t a t e  PROVIDING THAT H lS  ROLE AS A D IG N IF IE D  FIGUREHEAD WAS 
qLEARLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED IN ADVANCE. '

O - '  ̂ - ^  ' ''
V [ MENTIONED THAT IN MY’ MEETING^Wi.JH MINH ON AUG 2 8  HE HAD ADMITTED

TO AN AM BITION TO BE EITHER CHIEF OF STATE OR TO HEAD THE 
a r m y REPLACING GENERAL KHIEM . KHANH DOES NOT L IK E  EITHER ALTERNATIVE, 
s t a t in g  t h a t  i f  h e  e v e r  BECAME HEAD OF A PERMANENT GOVERNMENT 
HE WOULD IN S IS T  UPON OCCUPYING CONCURRENTLY THE PRESIDENCY '
AND TH E .M IN IS TR Y  OF DEFENSE. HE REMINDED US THAT T H IS  IS  THE 
w ay DIEM h a d RUN' t h in g s  DURING H IS  LONG PRESIDENCY.

•j

WE ENDED ON THE NOTE WITH WHICH WE,HAD BEGAN THE NEED FOR 
A C T IV IT Y , DECISIVENESS AND A DISPLAY OF IN IT IA T IV E .  ALL WE GOT 
FROM KHANH WAS THE STATEMENT THAT HE WOULD REFLECT ON OUR 
SUGGESTIONS. HE SAYS THAT HE HOPES TO REAPPEAR IN SAIGON W ITH IN  
A FEW d a y s  a n d  TO GET THINGS IN ORDER THERE BY THE END OF 
THE WEEK. ■ . ■ : ' Vv • ■ ‘ v : •  :

. . .  TAYLOR ■
BAF^LW ■ J
n o t e : a d v a n c e  COPY DELIVERED TO s / s 0  AT 1 1 ;4 0  AM AUGUST 31ST ?

PASSED W H ITE H O U S E , DOD, C lA , CINCPAC POLAD AT NOON AUGUST ^ IS T ;

n o t e : ADVANCE CORRECT ION PASSED WHlT^ HOUSE, DOD, C IA , CINCPAC' POLAD ' 
a t  1 1 :1 0  P .M . ,  AUGUST
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State
^  J  DECLASSIFIED !

v3 sS ------------7-rS.E g p T . : r ....Authontv RAC K

_ R 3 0 1 2 0 0 Z  ZEA.^----- 7  fl  0  c; 7  /< -i-
FM AMEMBASSY ^ I G O N /  : <

^nfo TO RU E H C R /S E C iST A fE  WASHDC ' i -----  /  , !‘
IN F O  R U H L H Q /C IN C P A C  1964 AUG 30 Ml 10 0 5
STATE GRNC , ~  ^
BT

- S - ^  e --R E T
 

ACTION DEPt / 6 3 ^ N F0  C IN CPAC  3 4 3  FROM SAIGON AUGUST 3 0 T H  8 p M ' 3 6  

CINCPAC F O R 'P O L A D  . ' '

L I  M D I  S  , r

FOREIGN M I N I S T E R ' q UAT CAME BY HOME OF P O L I T I C A L  COUNSELOR AT'
LUNCH T IM E  TODAY AND IMPARTED FOL INFO OF IMMEDIATE I N T E R E S T :  |

t

I .  ^WE SHOULD NOT RPT NOT DISCOUNT REPORTS THAT D Al V I E T S  !
(SOUTHERN F A C T IO N )  WERE CURRENTLY MAKING P R EPA RAT ION S FOR A j 
RPT A . C O U P .  QUAT CONVINCED SUCH PREPA RAT ION S GOING FORWARD 
AROUND GENERAL T H I E N  AND UNLESS S I T U A T I O N  S T A B I L I Z E D  DAI
V I E T S  COULD MAKE T H E I R  MOVE " W I T H I N  NEXT FEW D A Y S " .  i
CFN 6 3 3  3 4 3  30TM8PM QUAT D A I  V I E T S  COUP QUAT T H I E N  D A I  V I E T S  , !

PAGE TWO DE R U M JIR  1 2 A - S - E - 6 - f n n
2 .  GEN. MINH CURRENTLY CASTING ABOUT FOR SUPPORT AMONG THE 
M I L I T A R Y  BUT QUAT DOUBTED MINH P O S S E S S E D  MUCH SUPPORT FROM 
COMMANDERS OF T R O O P S .

3 .  GEN.  KHIEM I S  PLAYING BALANCING ACT BETWEEN GENERAL KH'ANH 
AND GENERAL MINH.  KHIEM MIGHT WELL THROW H I S  LOT WITH DAI 
V I E T S  I F  COUP SET IN  MOTION. KHIEM ALSO CAPABLE OF ALLYING ' 
HIMSELF,  WITH MINH SHOULD T H I S  S U I T  KHIEM’ S  P U R P O S E S .

4 .  IN  QUAT’ S VIEW GEN. KHANH HAD TAKEN CONSIDERABLE DRUBBING 
IN  PAST FEW WEEKS AND HAD R E T I R E D  TO DALAT TO A SS E SS  H I S  
PERSONAL P R O S P E C T S  /?A(0 FUT UR E .  QUAT B EL IEV ED  KHANH HAS NOT RPT 
NOT YET DECIDED WHAT HE WILL DO. CIT I S  W ITH IN  H I S  CONTEXT 
THAT QUAT USED KHANH AND OANH INTERCHANGEABLY IN D I S C U S S I N G  
FOLLOWING P O I N T S . )

5 .  I T  I S  E S S E N T I A L  AT THE PRESENT TIM E TO AVOID ANY H IAT US
IN  GOVERNMENT A C T I V I T Y  S I N C E  CERTAIN M I N I S T E R S  AND T H E I R
M I N I S T R I E S ,  WITHOUT SENSE O F.  D I R E C T I O N ,  WERE G RIND IN G  TO ‘

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
. ^ S S C R E T ___________ PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED
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-SE-CRCT-

- 2 -  633,  AUGUST 30 ,  8 PM, FROM SAIGON

A RPT A HALT.  QUAT B E L I E V E D  C 0M M IT T££  OF NATIONAL U N I T Y :__ _
"SHOULD BE e s t a b l i s h e d  URGENTLY AND PUT TO WORK". IN H I S  ■ 

•VIEW U . S .  SHOULD NOT RPT NOT ATTEMPT TO GET M I L I T A R Y  
T R IU M V IR A T E  TO WORK AS A RPT A TEAM S I N C E  T H I S  A RPT A 
P H Y S IC A L  I M P O S S I B I L I T Y ;  RA TH ER,  THE T RIU M VIRA TE SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A RPT A SYMBOL OF UNITY AND L E F T  A S I D E .  
COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL U N IT Y  SHOULD BE P R IM A R IL Y  C I V I L I A N  IN

PAGE THREE DE R U M J I R  12A S E C R E T
CAST WITH P R O V I S I O N  MADE FOR JOIN T-  MEETINGS WITH M I L I T A R Y  . 1 
T R IU M V IR A T E  OR WITH COMMITTEE EXTENDING I N V I T A T I O N  TO KHANH, > 
M IN H ,  a n d  KHIEM TO MEET WITH THEM WHEN MATTERS OF I N T E R E S T  
UNDER D I S C U S S I O N .  PARALLEL WITH T H I S ,  CONCERTED EFFORT SHOULD'
BE MADE TO GET THE A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  APPARATUS OF THE GOyT 
WORKING. " I F - K H A N H  R E T U R N S " ,  HE SHOULD DEVOTE PRIMARY 
ATTENTION TO T H I S ,  S T I C K I N G  TO THE J O B ,  MAKING D E C I S I O N S ,
AND ALLOWING M I N I S T R I E S  TO PROCEED AS R A P ID L Y  AS P O S S I B L E  
WITH PROGRAMS I N  T H E I R  AREA OF R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y .

A t  THE SAME T I M E  THE U . S .  SHOULD MAKE STRONG EFFORT T O '
ACHIEVE GREATER DEGREE OF UNITY AMONG THE .ARMED FORCES THROUGH . 
GETTING S E N I O R  COMMANDERS TO DEVOTE T H E I R  ATTENTION TO M I L I T A R Y -  
MATTERS. HE B E L IE V E D  AMBASSADOR TAYLOR AS OUTSTANDING M I L I T A R Y  
F I G U R E  COULD IM P R E S S  ON M I L I T A R Y  LEADERS N E C E S S I T Y  FOR M I L I T A R Y  
NOT RPT NOT TO ENGAGE IN P O L I T I C S ,  TO DEVOTE ATTENTION TO 
E L IM I N A T I N G  CAUSES FOR POOR MORALE (WHATEVER THE SOURCE) . 
W IT H IN  THE M I L I T A R Y ,  AND TO R E - C R E A T I N G  A RPT A S P I R I T  AMONG ' 
THE M I L I T A R Y  OF APPROACHING T H E I R  JOB IN A RPT A P R O F E S S I O N A L  ‘ . 
MANNER. HE B EL IEV ED  MUCH DISCONTENT AMONG L O W E R ‘RANKS I N  • 
M I L I T A R Y  COULD BE E L IM IN A T E D  BY CONCERTED CAMPAIGN TO IMPROVE -  
L E A D E R S H I P  AND TO F IG H T  THE WAR.

RE HOAN, QUAT S AID  HOAN HAD 6 a DLY MISMANAGED H I S  A F F A I R S  IN

PAGE FOUR DE R U M J I R  12 A
RECENT d a y s  AND I M P L I E D  HOAN NO RPT NO LONGER A P O L I T I C A L  
F I G U R E  OF CONSEQUENCE. (QUAT HAS NEVER THOUGHT HIGHLY OF H O A N ) .*

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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“ 3 “  6 3 3 ,  AUGUST 3 0 ,  8  P M ,  FROM SAIGON
tf

REMAINDER OF LENGTHY CONVERSATION COVERED MUCH SAME GROUND 
AS THAT OF QUAT’ S  D I S C U S S I O N S  WITH JOHNSON (EMQTEL 5 2 2 ) .  
TAYLOR . s

- - S CCRCT-
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p 3 4 5  E U G 6 3 5 I E A 7 8 9  

j ’ ’ ’ ZZ RUEPWW 

I /: RUMJIR 0 5 A 3 0 / 1 0 0 5 Z

3 0 1 0 0 0 Z  ZE A ________

FM AWEWBASSY^ A I G O N ^  '

TO RUEHCR/SECSTATESWASHDC

RUEPDA/DOD

RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE

R U E P I A / C I A

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

STATE GRNC

BT

S. Ji C n  E T

»'v ,

FUSH r y v E o

' 0  J .0  41

« a &

o

d e c l a s s :
A uthority

n a b s , D ate

ACTION FLASH D E P T ^ 6 3 2 7 POD 1 0 9  WHITE HOUSE 8 3  C I A  8 9  INFO 

CINCPAC P R IO R I T Y  3 4 1  FROM SAIGON AUG 3 0 T H ,  6PM

EMBTEL 6 2 5

OUR PLANE FORCED BACK BECAU E OF WEATHER AND WE UNABLE KEEP 

OUR APPOINTMENT WITH KHANH AT DALAT. ALEX JOHNSON AND I  RPT I  

HAVE NEW APPOINTMENT FOR 1 0 0 0  AM AUGUST 31  AT DALAT. WILL 

REPORT RESULTS UPON OUR RETURN.

TAYLOR.

BT ■

CFN 6 3 2  1 0 9  8 3  8 9  3 4 1  6 2 5  BECAUSE OF WEATHER KHANH ALEX JOHN

SON HAVE NEW 1 0 0 0  AM RPT AM AUGUST 3 1  ^ T  DALAT
>
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

C O H F I D E N T I A L  -
Action ^PP RUEHCR , —

DE RUM J I R  06A 3 0 / 1 0 3 0 Z  , ' M o  r-  -r
c S >  P 3 0 1 0 1 5 Z  ZEA^______ r  ' r  0  2  5  Z : 2 ,  2f

f  FM AMEMBASSY /SAIGON/ _
•nfo TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC -----  iS64 AUb 30  Ml 8 0 \

INFO RU HLH Q/CINCPaC '
STATE GRNC '  ' '
BT

• g- o n f i d e n t i  a

ACTION P R I O R I T Y  DEPt / s S i / i NFO CINC P a C 3 4 0  FROM SAIGON AUG'*^?- 
; 3 0 T H  6 : 3 0 P M  . - L - — /

'  DEPARTMENT. PASS USIA ^

L I  M D I . S

ALTHOUGH MY DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL DATES NOT RPT NOT YET 
F IR M ,  I  RPT I  MUST THINK ABOUT PRESS STATEMENTS I  RPT I  
WILL HAVE TO MAKE P L A N E - S I D E  HAWAII AND WASHINGTON. IT  
WOULD THEREFORE BE MOST HELPFUL FOR ME TO KNOW WHAT GENERAL 
L I N E  U . S .  PRESS REPORTS RE RECENT EVENTS SAIGON HAvE TAKEN 
AND EXPECIALLY WHAT HARMFUL OR ERRONEOUS PO IN TS I  RPT I  
HAVE TO S P I K E  BY FACTUAL D E N IA LS.   ̂ ^

'TAYLOR , .
' BT

CFN 6 3 1  3 4 0  S P I K E  - v ■ ^  -  -

NOTE; PASSED U S IA  AT 9 : ^ 2  AM AUGUST 3 0 I H

DECLASSimD
Authority

r- , REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-CONFIDENTIAL T i ........  pgOHiBiTgo unless unc lass ified
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To ' /\

■ n 08

E U C 3 4 3

E U G 6 3 1 J E C 3 3 6  

PP RUEPWW

DE RUABSG 0 1 E  3 0 / 0 3 5 0 Z  

ZNR

P 3 0 0 3 3 5 Z  ZEL 

FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 

TO R U E H C /S E C S T A T E  WASHDC 

INFO R U E P I A / C I A  WASHDC 

RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEKDA/DOD WASHDC ,

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 

STATE GRNC 

BT

UNCLAS ACTION DEPT P R I O R I T Y  6 2 7  INFO C I A  P R I O R I T Y  5 9  WHITE HOUSE 

P R I O R I T Y  8 2  DOD P R I O R I T Y  1 0 8  CIN CPAC 3 3 6  FROM SAIGON T H I R T I E T H

CINCPAC FOR POLAD

FOLLOWING I S  TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE OF RVNAF HIGH COMMAND BROADCAST 

OVER SAIGON RADIO AT 1 3 3 0  LOCAL A UG U ST29:

B E G IN  T E X T .  THE VIETNAM R E P U B L I C  ARMED FORCE HIGH COMMAND 

SOLEMNLY ANNOUNCES THAT:

1 .  IN THE PRESENT C R I T I C A L  S I T U A T I O N ,  S I N C E  ALL R E L I G I O N S  AND 

O RGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY HAVE MANIFESTED T H E I R  DETERMINATION 

CFN 6 2 7  5 9  8 2  1 0 8  3 3 6  1 3 3 0  2 9
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PAGE 2  RUABSG 0 1 E  UNCLAS

TO UNITE AND SAVE THE COUNTRY, ALL VIOLENT A CTIO NS HARMFUL TO THE 

NATIONAL AUTHORITY WILL BE CONSIDERED CAUSES OF D IS C O R D ,  TREASON,

AND A S S I S T A N C E  TO THE COMMUNISTS.  THE TASK OF M AINTAINING P U B L IC  

SECURITY AND ORDER I S  THE TASK OF THE NATIONAL P O L I C E  FO R C E.

BUT IN  CASES WHERE THE NATIONAL P O L I C E  FORCE I S  OVERWHELMED AND 

UNABLE TO F U L F I L L  I T S  TA S K ,  THE A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  A U T H O R I T I E S  MUST 

DEMAND A S S I S T A N C E  FROM THE ARMED F O R C E S .

2 .  IN ORDER TO HELP THE P O L I C E  F U L F I L L  THE AGOVE MENTIONED DUTY, 

THE VIETNAM R E P U B L IC  ARMED FORCES AGREE TO APPLY EXTREMELY D IR E C T
%

AND S T R I C T  ANT I - V I O L E N C E  T E C H N I Q U E S .  THE HIGH COMMAND DEEMS IT  

NECESSARY TO MENTION SEVERAL PRIMARY P R I N C I P L E S  OF A N T I - V I O L E N C E  

TECHNIQUES SO THAT THE COMPATRIOTS WILL UNDERSTAND AND AVOID 

P O S S I B L E  REGRETTABLE I N C I D E N T S .

I F  THE ARMED FORCES ARE ASKED TO R E L I E V E  A B E S I E G E D  B U IL D IN G  

WHICH I S  BE IN G  RANSACKED BY DEMONSTRATORS OR TO D I S P E R S E  A MEETING 

WHICH BLOCKS T R A F F I C  I N  C I T I E S ,  THE UNIT COMMANDER MUST ALWAYS 

APPEAL TO THE COMPATRIOTS TO D I S P E R S E  BEFORE ORDERING H I S  MEN TO 

ADVANCE. HE W ILL ORDER H I S  MEN TO ADVANCE ONLY WHEN THE DEMONSTRATORS 

STUBBORNLY REFU SE TO D I S P E R S E .  AT ANY M IL IT A R Y  BASE OR AT ANY 

PLACE WHERE DEMONSTRATORS ARE ENGAGING IN  VIOLENT A C T I O N S ,

THE R E S P O N S I B L E  U N IT - - W H E N  THE ARMED FORCES ARE ASKED

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



PAGE 3 RUABSG 0 1 E  UNCLAS

TO COME AND S I S P E R S E  THE DEMONSTRATORS--MUST ALWAYS E S T A B L I S H  

A BOUNDARY BEYOND WHICH THE DEMONSTRATORS SHOULD NOT RPT NOT 

T R E P A S S .  T H I S  BOUNDARY,CAN BE A BARBED WIRE B A R R I E R ,  A WHITE L I N E ,

OR ANY OBVIOUS NATURAL OBSTACLE WHICH THE UNIT COMMAND MUST 

ALWAYS IN D IC A T E  AND E X P L A I N  TO THE DEMONSTRATORS.  I F  THE DEMONSTRATORS 

VOLUNTARILY T R E P A S S ' T H E  L I M I T ,  T H I S  MEANS THAT THEY ATTACK THE 

VIETNAM R E P U B L I C  ARMED FORCES WHICH ARE THEN FORCED TO SHOOT 

ATTHE DEMONSTRATORS TO PROTECT THE IN T E G R I T Y  OF THE NATIONAL 

AUTHORITY. THE HIGH COMMAND HOPES THAT ALL THE COMPATRIOTS WILL 

UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE MENTIONED P R I N C I P L E S  IN ORDER TO AVOID 

P O S S I B L E  REGRETTABLE I N C I D E N T S .

AUGUST 2 8 ,  1 9 6 4 .  S I G N E D :  L T .  GEN. TRAN T H I E N  KHIEM,
«

VIETNAM R E P U B L I C  ARMED FORCES C O M M A N D E R -IN -C H IE F .  END T E X T .

TAYLOR 

CFN 2 8  1 9 6 4

NNNNE
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43

Action

SS

Info

RSZCZCM J H S T W U J I A 6 3 1 T  
P P  RUEHCR
DE RU M JIR  0 2 A  3 0 / 0 3 3 0 Z  
P 5 0 0 3 0 5 Z  ZEA

-euNj? i D K N T i A L  ' 0  2  5  B  '8 ’ t ) '

DECLASSIFIEp 
Authority RAC
B y _ _ > t± L ^ N A R A ,"D a te _ £ 2 2 :J  ^

P R I O R I T Y  .

1964 AUG 29 PM 11 58

'FM ^ EMBASSY SAlGn ^
TO R U E H C R /S E C S T A T E  WASHDC 
IN FO  RU HLHQ /CIN CPAC 
STATE GRNC
BT , ,
U O ' l r  ]■ 1 U ii. W I I  A L ACTION P R I O R I T Y  DEPT f S 2 ? \  INFO CINCPAC
335 FROM S a i g o n  a u g u s t  30 , 10*30 am .

C IN CPAC  FOR POL'AD

L I M D I S  . .

OANH ASKED JOHNSON S E E  HIM AT H I S  HOME LATE YESTERDAY E V E N I N G ,

S A ID  HE D E S I R E D  INFORM US THAT IN ORDER PROVIDE LOCAL B A S I S '
FOR USE OF TROOPS IN  SAIGON TO BACK UP P O L I C E  I N  MAINTENANCE 
LAW AND ORDER CABINET HAD LATE YESTERDAY DECIDED TO DECLARE 
A - 'STATEOF S I E G E "  I N  S A IG O N .  T H I S  WAS ONE S T E P  ABOVE P R EV IO U S LY  
CFN 6 2 6  3 3 5  3 0  1 0 : 3 0

PAGE TWO RU M JIR  0 2 A  O - 0 - N  F I  D E N T I  A L
E X I S T I N G  " S T A T E  OF EMERGENCY" BUT SHORT OF "M A RTIA L L A W ."  
ADDITIONAL E F F E C T  OF D E C I S I O N  WAS THAT SAIGON PREFECT BROUGHT 
D IR E C T L Y  UNDER M I N I S T E R  OF DEFENSE IN MAINTENANCE LAW AND ORDER 
RATHER THAN M I N I S T E R  OF I N T E R I O R .  FOREGOING P R I M A R I L Y  PROCEDURAL 
AND NO CHANGE CONTEMPLATED I N  P R A C T IC E  OF P O L I C E  HAVING PRIMARY 
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  WITH M I L I T A R Y  IN SUPPORT AND RESERVE ROLE.

I J

HE s a i d  c a b i n e t  ALSO MOTIVATED TO TAKE T H I S  D E C I S I O N  BY FACT 
THAT OF 5 0 9  DEMONSTRATORS ARRESTED PR EV IO U S  DAY, 11 "REGULAR  
V I E T  CONG" h a d  BEEN P O S I T I V E L Y  I D E N T I F I E D  A N D 7 0  PERCENT  
HAD P R E V I O U S  CRIM INA L RECORDS.  -  '

A S I M I L A R  DECREE WAS BEING I S S U E D  COVERING DANANG.

OANH S AID  HE HAD PERSUADED HOAN NOT TO ATTEND P R E S S  CONFERENCE 
LATTER HAD* CALLED TODAY (EMBTEL 6 2 4 )  SO AS NOT FURTHER TO 
EXACERBATE R E L A T I O N S  BETWEEN KHANH AND DAI V I E T S .

OANH S A I D  HE PLANNED TO "L EA D  A D ELEGA TIO N" TO HUE ON MONDAY 
TO GO IN TO  S I T U A T I O N  T H E R E ,  STTOPPINQ EN ROUTE AT DALAT TO S E E  
KHANH.

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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COlflFIDEl^fr-M -------- -

- 2 -  6 2 6 ,  AUGUST 3 0 ,  1 0 ; 3 0  A . M .  11101-1 S AIGON 

CFN 5 0 9  11 7 0  6 2 4  ‘ ! ' ^

PAGE THREE R U M JIR  0 2 A  G Q U F I  D' T ' N I !  H h —
JOHNSON FRANKLY AND AT LENGTH D I S C U S S E D  WITH OANH OUR D I F F E R I N G  
UNDERSTANDINGS OF H I S  P O S I T I O N  AND P O S S I B L E  TENURE URGING OANH'
"NOT TO GO OUT ON A L I M B ” AND DESTROY H I S  U S E F U L N E S S .  OANH 
WAS FIRM THAT HE HAD DERIVED H I S 'U N D E R S T A N D IN G  OF H I S  P O S I T I O N  ; 
FHOM D I R E C T  COMMUNICATION WITH ALL THREE MEMBERS OF T R I 
UMVIRATE AND WAS SMUGLY S A T I S F I E D  THAT. HE WAS D E S T I N E D  TO 
LEAD VIETNAM OUT OF PRESENT M O R A S S .S A I D  HE HAD SUPPORT OF ARMY 
(TH R EE MONTHS AGO KHIEM HAD URGED HIM TAKE PRIM E M I N I S T E R ’ S 
J O B )  AND ALSO HAD SUPPORT OF R E L I G I O U S  GROUPS AND S TU DE NT S.
ALTHOUGH ACKNOWLEDGING HE HAD NO P O L I T I C A L  BASE OF H I S  OWN 
S A I D  THAT IN "FEW HOURS" HE COULD HAVE A HUNDRED THOUSAND 
P EO P LE ON THE S T R E E T S  IN  H I S  SUPPORT.

JOHNSON ALSO P O IN T E D  OUT I N T E R P R E T A T IO N  MOST OF P R E S S  HAD 
PLACED ON H I S  REMARK YESTERDAY ON KHANH’ S  HEALTH. HE LAMELY 
R E P L I E D  THAT PERHAPS HE SHOULD HAVE USED PHRASE "MENTAL EX H AU STIO N"  
RATHER THAN "MENTAL I L L N E S S "  BUT D I D  NOT SEEM UNDULY D IST UR BE D*
HE R EIT E R A T E D  H I S  THEM E'THAT KHANH I S  NOW P O L I T I C A L L Y  F I N I S H E D  
WITHIN VIETNAM BUT I F  HE TOOK SOME TIM E O FF AND LET T H I N G S  
S E T T L E  DOWN " P E R H A P S  HE COULD MAKE • A COMEBACK". TAYLOR

T-
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of Sta J

30

Action

SVN
Info

SS 
' G 

FE 
10 

1 / INR 
i^N SA

RMR

-SEGRET-

KQKDKGZCZCMJ A4 95  OVZ CZ C J I A 6 14 
* * ' ” ZZ RUEHGR 
DE RU M JIR  3 3 A  2 9 / 1 8 3 7 Z  
Z P 2 9 1 8 3 3 Z  Z E / U < -  
FM A M E M B A S S ^ A I G O N  
TO RUEHGR/SEX^SrATEToLSHDC 
RUEPDA/DOD WASHDG 
R U E P I A / C I A  WASHDG 
INFO RUHLHQ/GINGPAG .
STATE GRNG 
BT  ̂ .
S - 1 ^  K  K ' T

0  2  5 5 . 7 5

./litSC I.

D E C L A SSI^D
Authority ^ / ^ / 9 r
By 4^ 2^  ■ NARR n»t.P V /c> /̂

ACTION FLASH D E P l f 6 2 5 ^ 0 0  1 0 7  C I A  8 8  INFO P R I O R I T Y  CINGPAC 
3 3 4  FROM SAIGON A 1 3 © ^ 0 ,  2 3 0  AM

VNT DOD 
I l ' A T E L Y
I, SOME OF OUR

RE DOD TEL 9 8 4 4 7 3 .

WE HAVE ANSWERED YOUR' QUESTION ( A )  IN EMBTEL 6 1 2  S 
AS 1 0 0 .  WE WILL ANSWER YOUR QUESTION ( B )  MORE D EF^
AFTER WE S EE KHANH IN  DALAT TODAY CREF EMBTEL 6 1 9 )
COMMENTS RE IMPACT AND I M P L I C A T I O N S  (QUESTION C) , p E  ANSWERED 
I N  EMBTELS 6 1 2 ,  6 1 5  AND 6 1 6 .  OTHER COMMENTS WILL EUSUE AFTER 
OUR MEETING WITH KHANH ON WHICH WE WILL CABLE F L ^ H  R E P O R T .

TAYLOR 
BT
CFN 6 2 5  1 0 7  8 8  3 3 4  3 0  230AM 9 8 4 4 7 3  ( A )  6 1 2  1 0 0  ( B )  6 1 9  
C 6 1 2  6 1 5  6 1 6

NOTE: ADVANCE GOPY TO S / S 0  AT 3 PM, AUGUST 2 9 .  ,
PASSED WHITE HOUSE AT 3 : 0 8  PM, AUGUST29.
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INCOiSilING TELEGRAM Department of State

Action

5 3

I S

-seefffiT -

NNNNZCZCHJA484 f\ 0  t: A
. r PP RUEHCR , U 0 4 2  0

DE RU^IJIR 29A 29/1520Z
P 291500Z ZEA-.----- —^  . A%4 ^UG 29
FI4 AMEMBASSXfSAIGON n 
TO RUEHCR/SElrSTiftTE-W^HDC 
INFO RUEPDA/OSD '
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC - - • ‘ ^
RUMTBK/AMEM3ASSY BANGKOK '
STATE GRNC — -
BT '

- S U C H  'A CT IO N  P R I O R I T Y  D E P T / 6 ^ I N F 0  DOD 1 0 5  C IN C P A C  3 3 1  
BANGKOK 6 7  FROM SAIGON AUG 2 9 ,  I f ^  ^

L I  M D I  S  . ^

C INCPAC FOR POLAD ' .

EM3TEL 3 2 4 .  , ^

DELAY IN MAKING D E C I S I O N  ON COMUST-!ACTHa I  MATTER PUTS - ’
GENERAL WESTMORELAND IN AWKWARD P O S I T I O N .  ON ADVICE OF 
AMBASSADOR MARTIN HE HAS REFRA INE D  FROM V I S I T I N G  THAILAND ALTHOUGH 
HE S T I L L  HAS R E S P 0 N S I 3 I L I L I T I E S  TH ERE.  RECOMMEND E X P E D I T I N G  
D E C I S I O N .
G P - 2
TAYLOR
BT ■ . -  ... r

CFN 6 2 2  1 0 5  3 3 1  6 7  3 2 4  ' ,

DECLASSIFIED
Authority STATE letter FEB i  A 1979
By  NAKS, n^tP
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Action

Info

QSWEGMJA473
0 0  RUEHCR -----------
DE RU M JIR  2 4 A 2 9 / 1 1 4 5 Z  
OH 2 9 1 1 2 8 Z  Z ^ A _
FM AMEM8ASSY1 
TO R U E H C R /S E C S T a t e  WASHDC 
RUEPDA/DOD  
R U E P I A / C I A  
IN F O  RU HLHQ /CIN CPAC  
STATE GRNC 
BT

■ s c m r
19̂-51 29 /4M 10 00

. j 0 3 6  

0  2  6  3  '3” 0'

/
^  i  U U T P  IMMEDIATE ACTION D EP Tj 6 2 0  ^ROUTINE i)OD 1 0 4  
CIA  5 7  I N F O  C IN C P A C  3 2 9  F R O M - S A l G O f O u ^  2 9 ,  7 PM

CINCPAC FOR POLAD

v) \< I

L IM D I  S

DE S I L V A  s a w 'GENERAL KHIEM AGAIN ABOUT NOON 2 9  AUGUST TO ' 
I N Q U I R E  ABOUT PRESENT STATE OF GOVERNMENTAL N E G O T IA T I O N S .  
KHIEM RESPONDED VOLUBLY EM PHASIZING THAT MAIN ACTION TO BE 
ACCC»!PLISHED WAS RETURN OF GENERAL KHANH TO H I S  P O S I T I O N  AS 
P R I M I N ,  AND TO H I S  RESUMPTION OF WORK IN  THAT C A P A C I T Y .  HE 
SA ID  THAT KHANH HAD GONE TO DALAT ON 2 8  AUG AND WILL BE BACK 
CFN 6 2 0  1 0 4  5 7  3 2 9  2 9  7  2 9  2 8  4
PAGE TWO RU M JIR  2 4  A ^  n  H  r  T
MONDAY 3 1  AUGUST, AS HE WAS VERY T I R E D  AND NEEDED FEW DAYS 
R E S T .  HE REMARKED THAT " J A C K "  OANH WAS F I L L I N G  IN  U N T IL  
KHANH GOT BACK.

ON BEING ASKED WHAT jFORM T H I S  INTERIM  GOVT WOULD ASSUME,  KHIEM 
F I R S T  COMMENTED THAT THEY ARE HAVING MUCH TROULBE WITH GENERAL 
MINH ON T H I S  MATTER. HE WARMED TO H I S  S U B JE CT C R I T I C I Z I N G  
MINH AT LENGTH FOR H I S  HAVING ORGANIZED DEMONSTRATIONS AND P U B L I C  
C R I T I C I S M S  AGAINST KHANH, PARTICULARLY IN THE HUE AREA. HE 
STATED THAT MINH WAS BOTH DUMB AND LAZY AND WAS ONLY IN T E R E S T E D  
IN h a v i n g  h i g h - s o u n d i n g  T I T L E  AND AN IMPORTANT SOUNDING JOB  
WITH ABSOLUTELY NO WORK TO DO. HE S A I D ,  "M IN H  WANTS TO BE L I K E  
BAO D A I " ,  AND HAVE L O T S  OF RANK BUT NO R E S P O N S I B I L I T I T Y .

' T H I S ,  KHIEM S A I D ,  LAY BEHIND M I N H ’ S I N S I S T E N C E  OVER PAST FEW DAYS 
OF AGAIN HAVING T I T L E  OF C H I E F  OF S T A T E ,  TH EO RETICALLY  ABOVE 

KHANH BUT WITHOUT ANY REAL O B L I G A T I O N S .  ACCORDING TO 
KHIEM,-  HE AND KHANH ARE NOW BOTH DEAD SET AGAINST T H I S ,  AND ARE 
DETERMINED THAT KHANH BE HEAD OF GOVT AS P R I M I N  WITHOUT OTHER 
PERSONS ABOVE H IM ,  TO RUN THE COUNTRY DURING THE IMMEDIATE MONTHS 
AND TO S U P E R V I S E  THE P REPA RAT ION S FOR THE S E L E C T I O N  OF COUNCIL 
WHICH WILL PREPARE FOR THE CREATION OF ASSEMBLY.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority RAC DDOl -----
Bv .NARA.Date 1
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PAGE THREE RUMJIR 2 4 A  ' J  1  L !"l" L 1 —

KHIEM S A I D  THAT MINH HAD OPPOSED T H I S  CONCEPT,  SAYING THAT HE 
WANTED TO BE C H I E F  OF S T A T E .  ACCORDING TO KHIEM, HE AND KHANH 
ON 2 8  AUGUST BOTH TOLD MINH THAT H E,  M INH ,  COULD HAVE THE  
JOB AS HEAD OF GOVT, BUT THAT HE MUST THEN TAKE THE R E S P O N 
S I B I L I T Y  THAT THEY INTENDED GO WITH J O B .  MINH F L A T l Y R E F U S E D ,  
WHEREUPON KHIEM AND KHANH TOLD HIM THAT HE SHOULD THEN STAND 
A S I D E  WHILE KHANH ASSUMED THE O BL IG A T IO N S  AND DISCHARGED THE  
AUTHORITY.

KHIEM S A I D  THAT WHEN KHANH 'RETURNS FROM DALAT HE WILL ALMOST 
C E R T A I N L Y 'B E G I N  F I L L I N G  THE ROLE OF HEAD OF GOVT, BUT THAT 
KHANH S T I L L  FELT HE NEEDED SOME FURTHER EV ID E N C E S  OF P U B L I C  
S U P P O R T ,  BEYOND THOSE HE ALREADY E N J O Y S .  KHIEM S A I D  THAT I T  
WOULD BE VERY USEFUL I F  CERTAIN PROMINENT P E R S O N A L I T I E S  cOULD 
COME OUT P U B L I C L Y  WITH SOME FORM OF ENDORSEMENT OF KHANH.
IN T H I S  CONTEXT HE NAMED THE FOLLOWING! DOC. LE KHAC QUYEN;
LE  DINH NAM; PHAM KHAC SUU;  TRAN VAN DO; HO VAN NHUT, AND 
NG T H I  TRUYEN.

IN C L O S I N G ,  KHIEM RETURNED TO THEME OF GENERAL M I N H ' S  O P P O S I T I O N  
a n d  O B S T R U C T I O N I S T  A T T I T U D E S .  HE S A I D  THAT I T  WOULD REALLY BE 
FAR BETTER TO HAVE MINH LEAVE THE COUNTRY, ALONG ^WITH FOUR DALAT

PAGE F o u r  r u m j i r  2 4 a  o ^  9 n p  t ^
GENERALS,  BUT HE R E A L I Z E D  THAT T H I S  MIGHT NOT BE 
BEST THING AT T H I S  T I M E .  HE REPEATED WHAT KHANH HAD SEVERAL  
T I M E S  P RE V IO U S L Y  R A I S E D ,  THAT I S  THE D E S I R A B I L I T Y  OF HAVING THE  
FOUR DALAT GENERALS LEAVE VIETNAM FOR YEAR OR S O ,  AND WAS 
TOLD t h a t  t h i s  NOW SEEMED P O S S I B L E .  HE WAS MOST GRATEFUL FOR 
T H I S ,  AND S A I D  HE WOULD D I S C U S S  WITH KHANH ON H I S  RETURN.

TAYLOR
BT

N o t e - ;  A d v a n c e  c o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  1 0 : 2 3  AM 8 / 2 9 / 6 4  
P a s s e d  t o  W h i t e  H o u s e  a t  1 0 : 3 4  AM 8 / 2 9 / 6 4
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6 1 6 IN FO  P R I O R I T Y  CINCPAC 3 2 7

FOLLOWING I S  ACCOUNT OF V I C E  PREMIER O A N H 'S  P R E S S  i
CONFERENCE I N  VIETNAMESE AS GIVEN BY SAIGON RADIO AT 1 4 0 0  LOCAL 
AUGUST 2 9 :

■’‘b e g i n  t e x t  IN  A P R E S S  CONFERENCE GIVEN BY THE V I C E  PREM IER  
IN CHARGE OF ECONOMIC AND F I N A N C I A L  A F F A I R S  AND ATTENDED BY 
MANY IMPORTANT P E R S O N A L I T I E S ,  SUCH AS I N T E R I O R  M I N I S T E R  
B R I G .  GEN. LAM VAN P HA T,  J U S T I C E  M I N I S T E R  NGUYEN VAN MAU,
CFN 6 1 6  3 2 7  U 0 0  2 9

PAGE 2  R U M JIR  3 7 E  UNCLAS
M I N I S T E R  OF STATE LE VAN HOACH, SAIGON PREFECT B R I G .  G E N .  DUONG 
NGOC LAM, AND INFORMATION M I N I S T E R  PHAM T H A I ,  V I C E  PREMIER 
NGUYEN XUAN OANH READ THE RESOLUTION OF THE TEMPORARY 
S TEE R IN G  COMMITTEE OF THE NATION AND THE ARMED FORCES WHICH ■
WAS MADE P U B L I C  ON 2 7  AUGUST WHICH S A ID  THAT AT PRESENT THE 
GOVERNMENT O F  VIETNAM I S  THE GOVERNMENT SET U P O N  8  FEBRUARY.
THE RESOLUTION ALSO S A I D  THAT THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT I S  
R E S P O N S I B L E  FOR CONVENING A NATIONAL CONGRESS W ITH IN  TWO MONTHS.

THEN PROFESSOR NGUYEN XUAN OANH ANNOUNCED THAT DURING P REM IER 
NGUYEN K H A N H 'S  I L L N E S S ,  HE I S  APPOINTED <AS REPLACEMENT 
FOR P REM IER NGUYEN KHANH).  PROFESSOR NGUYEN XUAN OANH S T R E S S E D  
THAT H I S  DUTY HAS BEEN CLEARLY D E T E R M I N E D - - T H A T  I S  TO RUN 
THE GOVERNMENT AND CONVENE THE NATIONAL CONGRESS.

IN  ANSWER TO THE F I R S T  QUESTION BY A VIETNAMESE J O U R N A L I S T ,  
PROFESSOR OANH DECLARED THAT DR.  NGUYEN TON HOAN I S  S T I L L  v I C E  
PREMIER I N  CHARGE OF P A C I F I C A T I O N .

imClASSIFIED REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
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U N C L A S S I F I E D

-2 - 616, august 29, FROM SAIGON
T H I S  r a d i o  S T A T I O N ’ S REPORTER ASKED: ” S IN C E  F?ELIGIOUS ’ 
LEADERS HAVE PROCLAIMED T H E I R  DISA PPROV A L OF VIOLENT ACTIONS 
OF THE DEMONSTRATORS, WHAT MEASURES DOES THE GOVERNMENT PLAN 
TO TAKE TO COPE WITH THE V IO L E N T  ACTIO NS WHICH MAY O C C U R r

PAGE 3  R U M JIR .  3 7 E  UNCLAS
V I C E  P REM IER OANH R E P L I E D  THAT THE PREFECTORAL A U T H O R I T I E S  
AND THE NATIONAL P O L I C E  HAVE — S I N C E  LAST N I G H T — BEEN 
APPLYING STRONG MEASURES,  SUCH AS TEMPORARY DETAINMENT OF 
PERSONS STROLLING IN THE S T R E E T S  ARMED WITH K NIV ES OR HAMMERS, 
THE,MAINTENANCE OF CURFEW HOURS,  WHICH ARE— IN CONTRADICTION 
TO J H E  REPORT BY SOME FOREIGN-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS HERE— FROM 
2 4 0 0  HOURS TO 0 4 0 0  HOURS,  AND SO FORTH. LET US REPEAT FROM 
2 4 0 0  HOURS TO 0 4 0 0  HOURS.

THE THAN DAN S P E C I A L  CORRESPONDENT ASKED: " A  S E N IO R  
O F F I C E R  HAS CONSOLED THE F A M I L I E S  OF THE PERSONS WHO D I E D  AT 
THE DEMONSTRATION BEFORE THE TRAN HUNG DAO BARRACKS;
WHAT ABOUT THE PERSONS WHO D I E D  OR WERE WOlWDED AT OTHER 
P L A C E S ? "  '

PROFESSOR OANH R E P L I E D :  " T H E  GOVERNMENT WILL WHOLEHEARTEDLY 
HELP THE F A M I L I E S  OF ALL THE PERSONS WHO D IE D  OR WERE 
WOUNDED DURING THE PAST FEW D A Y S . "  HE ALSO EX PRESSED  THE HOPE 
THAT THE F A M I L I E S  OF TH E S E  PERSONS WILL BE CONSOLED.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS ASKED: "NOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN 
ENTRUSTED BY THE TEMPORARY S TEE R IN G  COMMITTEE OF THE NATION 
AND THE ARMED FORCES WITH THE DUTY OF HEADING THE GOVERNMENT, 
CFN 2 4 0 0  0 4 0 0  2 4 0 0  0 4 0 0

/

P a g e  4 r u m j i r  e u e  u n c l a s
DO YOU T H I N K  THAT T H I S  COMMITTEE CAN R E L I E V E  YOU OF T H I S .
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ? "  '

PROFESSOR OANH ANSWERED: " Y E S . "

THE QUESTION WAS ASKED: " W I L L  M AJ.  GEN. NGUYEN KHANH HEAD ' 
THE GOVERNMENT AGAIN AFTER H I S  I L L N E S S ? "

PROFESSOR OAN’* <\NSWERED: "V E R Y  P R O B A B L E ."  '^ND TEXT 
TAYLOR

U N C L A S S I F I E D

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



INCOM ING TELEGRAM Department of State
IK

•35

Action

S\TSf

Jnfo

SS
G
SP
L
H
ELR
BE
10
P
US,

NSA
NIG

RMR

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
P P  RUEHCR
D E ' R U M J I R  2 5 A  2 9 / 1 4 2 0 Z  
PR 2 9 1 3 5 2 Z  ZEA______ __
FM a m e m b a s s y / ^ a i g o n /
TO R U E H C R /S E C S T A T E W A S H D C  
IN F O  RUEPDA/OSD 
RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 
R U E P I A / C I A  
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY V I E N T I A N E  
RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
RUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON , 
RUFGWP/AMEMBASSY P A R I S  
STATE GRNC 
BT

0  2  5  3  3 ’A'

ISSS'i AUG 29 m 10 36

L I M I T E D  O F F I C I A L  USE P R I O R I T Y  ACTIOM DEP t / s I s / i NFO P R I O R I T Y  DOD l 0 3  
WHITE HOUSE 8 0  C I A  S 7  C IN C P AC 3 2 6  ROUTINE P ^ I S  6 7  LONDON 5 5  MADRfD 4  
BANGKOK 6 8  V I E N T I A N E  6 0  FROM SAIGON AUG 2 9 ,  1 0  PM

CINCPAC FOR POLAD ♦
t

f o l l o w i n g  I S . p o r t i o n  o f  NGUYEN XUAN O A N H 'S  P R E S S  c O N F . O F  AUG 2 9 .

AS FAR AS REMAINDER OF GOVT WAS CONCERNED, OANH S A I D  THAT DO MAU 
AND HOAN WOULD S T I L L  SERVE AS D E P P R I M I N S ,  NO RESHUJ^/rLE OF GOVT 
WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN BY H I M .

CFN 6 1 5  1 0 3  8 0  8 7  3 2 6  6 7  5 5  6 8  6 0  2 9

PAGE TWO R U M JIR  2 5 A  . ....._  1

REGARDING BREAKDOWN OF P U B L I C  ORDER,  OANH S A I D  THAT S E C U R IT Y  
HAD NOW-BEEN RESTORED BOTH I N  SAIGON AND IN P R O V I N C E S .  IN 
C A P I T A L ,  MIDNIGHT TO FOUR A.M.  CURFEW WOULD BE ENFORCED ( T H I S  
I S  E S S E N T I A L L Y  SAME CURFEW E S T A B L IS H E D  UNDER KHANH’ S  EMERGENCY 
D E C R E E S ) ,  P O L I C E  WOULD BE EXPECTED TO M AINTAIN ORDER AND WOULD 
HAVE ANY M I L I T A R Y  A S S I S T A N C E  NEEDED. AS FOR CATHOLIC DEMON
STRATION PLANNED FOR TOMORROW, OANH S A I D  T H I S  WOULD BE FUNERAL 
RATHER THAN DEMONSTRATION AND A U T H O R I T I E S  WOULD COOPERATE TO 
I N SU RE THAT I T  CARRIED OUT WITH D I G N I T Y .  ON THE S U B JE C T  OF

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
PKOHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIEiy
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

- 2 -  615,  a u g u s t  29,  10  PM, FROM SAIGON

RUMORED S E C E S S I O N  MOVEMENT IN HUE, OANH P OIN TE D  OUT THAT A SP IR A N T  
g e n e r a l  T H I  h a d  I S S U E D  AN APPEAL TO P U B L I C  URGING RESTORATION  
ORDER AND I N D I C A T I N G  THEREBY H I S  COMPLETE SUPPORT FOR THE GOVT,  
DECLARED P O S I T I V E L Y  THERE NO S E C E S S I O N  IN HUE.

ASKED I F  GVN HAD BEEN IN  TOUCH WITH B U D D H I S T - C A T H O L I C  L E A D E R S H I P  
IN I T S  E F F O R T S  RESTORE P U B L I C  ORDER,.  OANH CONFIRMED THAT CON
SU L TA TIO N S  HAD GONE ON, P R A IS E D  L E A D E R S H I P  FOR T H E I R  COOPERATIVE 
ROLE.

WHEN Q U E S T I O N E D . a b o u t  THE WORKING OF THE T R I U M V I R A T E ,  OANH 
O P IN E D  THAT I T S  D E C I S I O N S  WOULD BE TAKEN UNANIMOUSLY. WHEN ASKED 
HOW KHANH COULD P A R T I C I P A T E  IN WORK OF TR IU M V IR A T E  I N  VIEW H I S  
I L L N E S S ,  OANH GOT MOMENTARILY L O S T ,  THEN MANAGED TO CONVEY ID EA

PAGE THREE R U M JIR  2 5 A  _  _  „
THAT KHANH’ S I N C A P A C I T Y  MERELY PREVENTED HIM FROM PERFORMING 
DAY-TO-DAY D E T A IL  WORK OF HEAD OF GOVT. i
ONE J O U R N A L I S T  ASKED WHO WOULD BE CHARGED WITH CEREMONIAL C H I E F  
OF STATE F UN CTIO N S AND OANH GUESSED THAT T RIU M VIRA TE WOULD MAKE 
D E C I S I O N  ON T H I S  P O IN T  W ITH IN  NEXT FEW DAYS.  THEN HE S A I D  THAT 
HE COULD NOT PRESUME S P E C I F Y  FOR THE T R l U M V l R ? j r £ ~  WHAT I T S  
ORGANIZATION OR "MODUS OPERAND I "  SHOULD B E .  REGARDING C A B I N E T * S  
R E L A T I O N S H I P  WITH T H R E E ,  OANH STATED THAT ALL WERE PLEDGED TO 
MAKE THE GOVT WORK DURING NEXT TWO MONTHS AND AVOID ANY I N T E R R U P T IO N  
IN WAR E F F O R T .

ASKED WHETHER HE HAD TALKED WITH "AMERICAN AMBASSADOR" AS YET,
OANH H E S IT A T E D  AND THEN S A ID  THAT HE HAD SEEN HIM E A R L I E R  IN THE 
DAY (PRESUMABLY REFERRING TO JOHNSON’ S CALL AS TAYLOR HAD NOT 
SEEN H I M ) .

ON QUESTION OF H I S  OWN R E L I G I O U S  AND REGIONAL O R I G I N S ,  OANH 
SA ID  THAT HE WAS "B U D D H IS T  AT B I R T H " ,  NORTHERN-BORN OF NORTHERN 
FATHER AND SOUTHERN MOTHER. " J U S T  WHAT I  AM I S  THE $ 6 4 , 0 0 0  
Q U E S T I O N . "  • ■ . ,

I

PRESSED TO PROVIDE D E T A I L  OF J U S T  HOW GVN WOULD GO ABOUT I T S  
WORK FOR NEXT S I X T Y  DAYS,  OANH ADMITTED THAT MANY OF THE D E T A I L S  
HAD NOT AS YET BEEN WORKED OUT,  WOULD BE IN  NEXT SEVERAL DAYS

TAYLOR
LIMITED o f f i c i a l  USE
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. S E C R E T '  ACTION D E P T I N F O  DOD 101 WHITEHOUSE 7 8  
C I A  8 5  CIN C P A C  3 2 4  FROM SAIGON AUGUST 2 9 ,  6  PM

CINCPAC FOR POLAD

L I  M D I  S

FOLLOWING I S  MEMO OF CONVERSTION OF GENERAL S T I L L W E L L ,  C / S  
MACV, WITH GENERAL T H I E U ,  RVNAF C / S ,  EVENING AUGUST 2 7 :

QUOTE: ‘

I  REMINDED T H E I R U  HE HAD TOLD ME TWO DAYS AGO KHANH WOULD BE 
QUICKLY DESIGNATED P R E S I D E N T ;  CONSEQUENTLY I T  D I F F I r U L T  TO 
UNDERSTAND WHY THAT E L E C T I O N  NEVER HELD. T H I E U  S A I D  S I T U A T I O N  ON 
2 5  AUGUST VASTLY D I F F E R E N T  FROM THAT NOW O B T A IN IN G .  M A N I F E S T 
A TIO N S  I N  MAJOR C I T I E S  HAD CONVINCED MRC THAT 5 0  MEN D I D  NOT SPEAK 
FOR NATION AND THEREFORE COULD NOT ASSUME R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  FOR 
CFN 6 1 3  101  7 8  8 5  3 2 4  2 9  6  2 7  2 5  5 0

PAGE TWO RU M JIR  19A -S  E C R E -T ----
D ESIGN A TIN G  P R E S I D E N T .  HE S A ID  P O S I T I O N  OF MRC WAS THAT AN 
E L EC TIO N  WAS BOTH UNWISE AND UNNECESSARY. I T  UNWISE BECAUSE MRC 
REPRESENTED TOO NARROW BASE TO MAKE T H I S  IMPORTANT D E C I S I O N .
I T  UNNECESSARY BECAUSE MERE ABROGATION OF 16 AUG CHARTER 
R E E S T A B L IS H E D  GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE THAT E X I S T E D  P R I O R  TO THAT 
DATE,  LEAVING KHANH AS PM CHE NEVER DID CONFIRM THAT I T  ALSO L E FT  
MINH AS C H I E F  OF S T A T E ) .

T H I E U  S A I D  THAT FOR SEVERAL HOURS T H I S  AFTERNOON, MRC, TO A MAN 
URGED KHANH TO REASSUME R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  AS P R I M I N .  KHANH S T E A D -
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• 2 -  6 1 3 ,  AUGUST 2 9 ,  6  P . M .  1 9 6 4  FROM SAIGON 

FASTLY R E F U S E D ,  D E S P I T E  ALL E N T R E A T IE S  AND MANY T E A R S .  ( E A R L I E R ,  
GENERAL CO CONFIRMED T H I S  P O I N T ) .  AS QUID PRO QUO FOR KHANH'S 
ACCEPTANCE, KHIEM VOLUNTEERED TO TAKE O FF ONE OR MORE OF H I S  
S T A R S ;  " B I G "  MINH PROMISED TO TAKE ALL H I S  STARS OFF AND SERVE '
AS P R I V A T E .  KHANH’ S ADAMANCY CONTINUED UNTIL END OF M E E T I N G .
T H I E U  SWORE BY ALL T H A T ’ S  HOLY THAT KHIEM AND HE ARE oREPARED TO 
P I C K  UP AND 6 0  ANY PLACE KHANH W I S H E S .

I  S TR E S S E D  URGENCY OF IMMEDIATE RESUMPTION OF GOVERNMENTAL O PE R A T IO N S  
AND IMPORTANCE OF KHANH CONTINUI'NG TO BE C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E .  T H I E U  
AGREED t h a t  F I R S T  WAS I M P E R A T I V E .  AS TO SECOND, HE S A I D  
E N T I R E  MEMBERSHIP OF MRC HAD BEGGED KHANH TO STAY ON - -  AND 
F A I L E D .  I T  NOW UP. TO THE US TO CONVINCE KHANH OF H I S  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .  
IN ANY C A S E ,  US COULD BE REASSURED THAT T H I E U ,  KHIEM AND 
COMPANY WOULD WORK COMPLETELY FOR KHANH, E I T H E R  I N  T H E I R  PRESENT  
CAPACITY OR I N  D I F F E R E N T  ONES.

PAGE THREE R U M JIR  1 9 A

T H I E U  GAVE ME TO UNDERSTAND DEMONSTRATIONS IN HUE,  DANANG AND 
BINH DINH CLAST S T R E S S E D  SEVERAL T I M E S )  HAD HAD C R U c I A L  E F F E C T  ON 
KHANH AND COLLEAGUES.  2 5  AUGUST PROCLAMATION HAD BEEN D ES IG N ED  
TO ACCOMMODATE SAIGON BUDDHISTS CTHIEU TALKED OF CHAU, NEvER 
MENTIONED T R I  QUANG).  BUT BU DD H ISTS IN CENTER HAD D I F F E R E N T  
DEMANDS; NOW CA TH OLICS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY WERE BEING HEARD FROM;
AND SP E C T R E  OF R E L I G I O U S  WAR WAS AT HAND. AS IL L U S T R A T I O N  OF D I F F E R E N T  
D ESIDERATA ,  T H E I U  C I T E D  CATHOLIC CROWD O UTSID E COMPOUND.
GROUP WAS ANTI-COMMUNIST AND PRO-ARVN AND MAIN DEMAND .WAS THAT MRC 
CONTINUE TO G U ID E  COUNTRY. CROWD'EXPRESSED NO RANCOR FOR T H E I R  DEAD 
AND WOUNDED, SPURNED MONEY PROFERRED AND STATED MANY MORE C A S U A L T IE S  
WOULD BE ACCEPTED I F  ONLY MRC WOULD NOT D IS S O L V E  I T S E L F .  T H I S  
D IAM ETRICALLY  OPPOSED TO DEMANDS OF SAIGON BUDDHIST F A C T I O N S  WHICH 
WANT MRC TO D I S S O L V E .  T H E I R U  ALSO S TR E S S E D  THAT SAIGON BUDD H ISTS 
D ID  NOT SPEAK FOR E I T H E R  DANANG OR HUE.

I T  CLEAR TO ALL MRCC KHANH INCLUDED) THAT KHANH NOW LACKED P R E S T I G E  
TO STAND ALONE IN STRUCTURE OF GOVT -  EVEN WITH US S U P P O R T.
KHANH HAD S A I D  HE COULD INSURE SUPPORT PLEDGED HIM PERSONALLY BY 
US COULD BE TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER CHOICE OF MRC. BUT WHAT MAN? ‘ 
CERTAINLY NO C I V I L I A N  -  NOT SUU,  HOAN, MAU OR ANYONE E L S E .
E S S E N T I A L ,  I F  I N T E R I M , S T E P  WAS TO SHOW UNITY OF ARMY AT T H I S  
JUNCTURE.  HENCE T R O I K A ,  WHICH WAS KHIEM' S . I D E A  AND D E S C R IB E D  BY - 
T H E I U  AS " S O L I D A R I T Y  T E A M . "  TROIKA COULD NOT BE S A I D  TO BE
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PAGE FOUR R U t l J l R  19A E"-fr  R E T  -  '
C O LLE CTIV E HEAD OF S T A T E .  I T  MAINLY WINDOW D RE S S IN G  BUT WOULD I N S U R E  
THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THREE WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO ANY GROUP IN  
SECTIO N  OF COUNTRY,.  ^

PLAN I S  TO HAVE M IN H ,  KHANH, AND KHIEM E X PLA IN  MRC . D E C I S I O N S  TO , 
SAIGON L E A D E R S H I P  OF BUDD H ISTS,v  C A T H O L I C S ,  P O L I T I C A L  P A R T I E S ,
AS WELL AS TO HOA HAO AND CAO D A I ;  T H I S  WILL BE DONE 2 8  AUGUST 
AT HIGH COMMAND. ( I  ASKED I F  SAME PROCEDURE WOULD BE FOLLOWED 
SIMULTANEOUSLY AT. DANANG AND HUE. T H E I U  ANSWERED THAT SUCH ACTION  
WOULD BE WITHHELD U N T IL  SAIGON REACTION D E T E R M I N E D . )  AIM I S  TO GET  
CONFEREES TO ACCEPT SOLUTION AND AGREE TO STOP ALL FURTHER DEMON
S T R A T I O N S .  I F  T H I S  ACCOMPLISHED,  ALL DEMONSTRATORS WILL CLEARLY  
BE VC AND CAN BE DEALT WITH ON S P O T .  I  D O N 'T  B E L I E V E  T H E I U  EX P ECTS  
FULL m e a s u r e  OF AGREEMENT TO BE REACHED.

T H E I U  S A I D  THAT 16 AUGUST CHARTER HAD BEEN H I S .  BRAIN C H I L D ;
THAT HE HAD CONVINCED KHANH REAL M I L I T A R Y  GOVT WAS NEEDED;  
a n d  THAT I F  I T  SUR VIVED'TWO WEEKS I T  WOULD SURVIVE TEN YEARS.
TROUBLE WAS THAT KHANH HAD NOT BEEN TOUGH WHEN F I R S T  ^CHALLENGE R O S E ,  
D E S P I T E  P L E A S  OF P H A T ,  LAM ET AL. I F  S IN G L E  DEMONSTRATOR HAD BEEN 
SHOT,  DEMONSTRATIONS WOULD HAVE STOPPED F O R T H W IT H . '  I N S T E A D ,
STUDENTS AND BU DD H ISTS PUT GOVT TO TE ST BY DEMONSTRATIONS WHICH 
STARTED SMALL AND ORDERLY, AND THEN INCREASED IN S qO P E  AND u I O L E N c E
-  ALL UNCHALLENGED. KHANH HAD NOT PLAYED H I S  CARDS cORREcTLY AND

PAGE F I V E  R U M /4  19A - S £ - 6  R E T — ^
SO, IN R E T R O S P E C T ,  CHARTER WAS M IST AK E.  AND PERHAPS REAL M ISTAKE 
WAS MAKING KHANH CONCURRENTLY P R E S ID E N T  OF MRC AND P R E S I D E N T  OF 
NATION.  MRC, IN  N ON -S U BS TA N TIV E VOTE,  WAS 3 6 - 2 2  AGAINST GRANTING HIM 
MRC P R E S ID E N C Y  -  BUT. HE WANTED THAT TOO AND THEY A CQU IESC ED .

TOWARD END OF MEETING KHIEM J O I N E D  US.

T H I E U  WAS VIOLENT ON S UB JEC T OF PEOPLE P O I S O N I N G  KHANH’S MIND 
ABOUT K H I E M - T H I E U  M O T I V E S .  THERE WERE B U D D H I S T S ,  OF COURSE;
BUT THERE ALSO O TH ER S .  HE S A I D  KHIEM AWAKENED IN MIDDLE OF LAST 
NIGHT AND CHARGED WITH EXECUTING COUP D ’ E T A T ,  PRESUMABLY IN 
PRO G RE SS ,  AGAINST KHANH. UPSHOT WAS STRAIJ^ED R E L A T IO N S  AT DAY’ S 
M EETING.  _ .

~ CECRB ¥  ^
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REAU TARGETS FOR A S S A S S I N A T I O N  WERE KHIEM AND T H I E U .  C R Y P T I C  ^
REF MADE TO PLANNING MEETING LAST NIGHT P R E S I D E D  OVER BY THREE 
BUDDHIST LEAD ERS.

THERE HAD BEEN NO MRC D I S C U S S I O N  OF MODE OF S E L E C T I O N ,  S I Z E  OR 
OVERALL F U N C T IO N S  OF - P E O P L E S  ASSEMBLY” .  T H I S  WOULD BE R E S P O N S I B L I T Y  
OF PRIM IN  AND C A B I N E T .  '  .

MUCH m a d e  OF FACT N EITH ER  T R I  QUANG NOR MINH HAD A F F I X E D  T H E I R  
SIGN A TU RES TO CHAU’ S L E T T E R .  THEY CONSIDER A S P I R A T I O N  OF BOTH 
RUN COUNTER TO N A T I O N ’ S F IG H T  AGAINST COMMUNISM. UNQUOTE.
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Action

s s

î C R B ^ ----

DB ATR F4YI j
j z c z c j ^ j A 4 6 6  M r ^ ] o

, ( 0 0  RUEHCR RUFGWP RUFHDN
DE RUMJIR I S A  2 9 1 0 1 5 Z  ^  t
OR 2 9 0 9 4 5 Z  Z E ^ V ^ = ^ _ ^  1 /
ra  AMEr^BASSr SAIGON .
TO RUEHCR/SrcST-ATE-tfASHDC 
INFO RUEPDA/OSD 
RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE
R U EPIA /C IA  ' '  \  DECLASSIFIED
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC ' A„n,iiMl
RUî  JFS/AMEMBASSY V lENTIANE A U t n o n ^  i
RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK Tty /u - ff-------- NABS, Date------- ---
RUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON . i
RUFGWP/AMEMBa SSY PARIS 
STATE GRNC 
BT

I

- ~ S - & - C R " g  T— A CTION DEPT I M M E D I A T ^ 6 1 2 ^ I N F 0  C I A  IMMEDIATE 8 4  
DOD 1 0 0  WHITEHOUSE 7 7  C IN C PAC 3 2 3 > t E ? J T l A N E  5 9  P A R I S  6 6  
LONDON 5 4  BANGKOK 6 6  FROM SAIGON AUG 2 9 ,  7  PM

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 4 /
r

L I  M D I  S

D E P P R I M I N  FOR ECONOMY AND FINANCE NGUYEN XUAN OANH HELD LARGE 
PR E S S  CONF AT 1 2 : 3 0  PM D I V I D E D  INTO TWO P A R T S ,  THE F I R S T  I N  
VIETNAMESE AND THE SECOND I N  E N G L I S H  FOR FOREIGN J O U R N A L I S T S .  
THOUGH OANH WAS ONLY SPOKESMAN AND HE F IE L D E D  ALL Q U E S T I O N S ,
HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY LE  VAN HOACH, M I N ST A T E WITHOUT P O R T F O L IO  
CFN 6 1 2  8 4  1 0 0  7 7  3 2 3  5 9  6 6  5 4  6 6  2 9  7 1 2 : 3 0

PAGE TWO RUMJIR ISA, - S - £ - t :  R E T------>

WHO s a t  a t  h i s  R I G H T ,  PHAM T H A I  C M I N I N F O ) ,  NGUYEN VAN MAU CMIN- 
J U S T I C E ) ,  GENERAL P H A T ' ( M I N I N T E R l O R ) ,  G EN ER A LLA M  (S A I G O N  p R E F E C T ) .

E N G LIS H  CONF OPENED WITH OANH HAVING IN TERPRETER READ TWO 
D E C I S I O N S ,  F I R S T  BY RECENTLY CREATED T R IU M VIR A TE TO EF F E C T  
GOVT FORMED FEBRUARY 8 WOULD CONTINUE TO FUNCTION I N  CARE
TAKER STATUS FOR TWO MONTHS WITH NATIONAL COMMISSION TO BE FORMED 
I N  T H I S  TWO MONTH P E R I O D ;  AND SECOND DECREE BY PRIM IN  KHANH 
DESIGN A TIN G  OANH " T O  LEAD GOVT I N  REPLACB-1ENT OF PRIM I N " .

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
__ _ __ _  S E C R E T  ■ ■ ______________ PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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IN Q U E S T I O N - a n s w e r  P E R IO D  OANH SAID T H I S  ^. '010.0 LAST FOR MAXIMUM 
PERIOD TWO MONTHS. IN  REPLY ANOTHER QUESTION S A ID  THAT 
TRIU M VIRA TE HAD A PPO INT ED  H IM .  HOWEVER, T H I S  WAS S T I L L  A 
"KHANH GOVERNMENT".

IN SEEK IN G  E X P L A IN  REASONS H I S  APPOINTMENT OANH REFERRED S T R A IN  ON 
KHANH DURING LAST TEN DAYS. OANH S AID  BECAUSE OF MENTAL AND 
PHYSICAL S T R A IN  DURING LAST TEN DAYS "KHANH UNABLE CARRY ON 
A F F A I R S  OF STATE AND I  HAVE- BEEN DESIGNATED LEAD GOVT WITH 
MOST POWERS".  LATER ON IN R EP LY  TO Q UE ST ION ,  HE S A I D  KHANH 
" I S  Q U I T E  I L L y  PERHAPS MENTALLY MORE THAN PHY SICA LLY  - -  
MENTAL HEALTH I S  INVOLVED - -  HE WOULD L I K E  TO HAVE LONG P E R I O D  OF 
MEDICAL TREATMENT".  IN  REPLY TO QUESTION AS TO WHETHER KHANH 
RE C E IV IN G  m e d i c a l  TREATMENT, OANH S A I D  KHANH WAS IN  DALAT

PAGE THREE R U M JIR  I S A  - S - f e - O R E T — '
UNDER "M EDICAL CARE AND O B S E R V A T IO N " .  LATER AND I N D I S T I N C T L Y
SO THAT HE WAS APPARENTLY NOT HEARD OR UNDERSTOOD BY ALL 
CORRESPONDENTS HE R E P L I E D  TO QUESTION FOR WHICH WE DO NOT HAVE 
FULL TEXT BY SAYING " I  DO NOT REFER TO MENTAL H E A L T H ".  IN  
H I S  VIETNAMESE P R E S S  CONF AS REPORTED BY RADIO SAlGOf^ ( S E E  
S E P T E L )  QUESTION OF KHANH’ S MENTAL HEALTH APPARENTLY D I D  NOT 
A R I S E  AND GENERAL TONE OF OANH’ S ASSUMING F u L L  CHARGE FOR NEXT 
6 0  DAYS WAS NOT AS D E F I N I T I V E  AS IN  E N G L I S H  LANGUAGE CONF.

OTHER ASPECT OF P R E S S  CONF FOLLOW BY S E P T E L .  TH ESE A S P E C T S  NOT
Ba d l y  h a n d l e d  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  o a n h  u s e d  f i r s t  p e r s o n  a n d
TALKED AS THOUGH HE WERE IN  FU L L CHARGE.

FROM OUR TALKS YESTERDAY WITH KHANH, KHIEM AND M I N H ,  AND 
TALK DE S I L V A  HAD AT NOON TODAY WITH KHIEM, I T  I S  QUITE CLEAR 
THAT M I L I T A R Y  T R IU M V IR A T E  HAVE NO NOTION WHATEVER OF PUTTIN G  
OANH IN  CHARGE OF GOVT FOR NEXT S I X T Y  DAYS.  JOHNSON SAW OANH 
B R I E F L Y  J U S T  B E F O R E . H I S  P R E S S  CONF CTO DETERMINE WHETHER HE 
INTENDED ANNOUNCE MARTIAL LAW I N  S A IG O N )  AND WHEN OANH IN D I C A T E D  
HE EXPECTED BE IN  CHARGE OF GOVT NEXT S I X T Y  DAYS JOHNSON P O IN TE D  
OUT THAT I T  WAS H I S  CLEAR I M P R E S S I O N  FROM TALKS WITH T R I 
UMVIRATE YESTERDAY THAT HE WOULD ONLY BE " S I G N I N G  P A P E R S "
ON BEHALF OF THE PRIM IN FOR THE "NEXT FEW D A Y S " .  MOREOVER,

PAGE FOUR R U M JIR  I S A  C R ' E T----- -
OANH CONFIRMED TO JOHNSON THAT I T  WAS "KHANH G O V T " .  THE PURPORT 
OF H I S  SUBSEQUENT REMARKS WERE THAT KHANH WAS P O L I T I C A L L Y

—& Bef iE¥— '
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- 3 -  6 1 2 , AUGUST 2 9 , 7 PM: FROM SAIGON

F I N I S H E D  INTERNALLY BUT THAT FACADE OF ” KHANH GOVT" W A S .B EIN G  
MAINTAINED IN  DEFERENCE TO AMERICAN O P I N I O N  AND THAT HE,  OANH, 
WAS ONLY P O S S I B L E  COMPROMISE LEADER AT T H I S  STAGE. JOHNSON 
EXPRESSED S U R P R I S E  BUT AS P R E S S  CONF WAS WAITING WAS NOT ABLE 
TO PURSUE MATTER FURTHER WITH OANH AT T I M E .

UNLESS WE HAVE BEEN COMPLETEDLY M I S L E D  BY 'k H A N H ,K H IEM  AND M I N H ,  
B E L I E V E  WE CaN EXPECT SHARP R EA CTIO N S BY KHANH OR T R IU M VIR A TE 
TO OANH’ S P R E T E N T I O N S  WHEN" THEY R E C E I V E  FEED BACK* FROM F OR EIGN  
P R E S S ,  I T  I S  D I F F I C U L T  TO S E t  WHAT HE EX PECTS TO ACCOMPLISH 
FOR E I T H E R  H IM S E L F  OR VIETNAM.

WITH RESPECT KHANH’S HEALTH, PRESUMABLY OANH MEANT TO SAY THAT 
KHANH WAS P H Y S IC A L L Y  AND MENTALLY EXHAUSTED, ALTHOUGH HE KNOWS 
E N G LIS H  PERFEC T LY  AND WAS GIVEN SEVERAL O P P O R T U N I T I E S  HE DID 
NOT CORRECTED H IM S EL F  AND DUG H IM S E L F  DEEPER WITH EACH REPLY 
U N T IL  F I N A L  QUESTION WHEN HE T R I E D  TO R E T R IE V E  H IM S EL F  BY SAYING 
HE WAS NOT IN  FACT INTENDING TO REFER TO "MENTAL 
H EA LTH ".  WE ARE DOING WHAT WE CAN TO BRING F I N A L  ANSWER TO 
ATTENTION CORRESPONDENTS BL’T MOST HAVE APPARENTLY F I L E D  
WITHOUT TAKING IT  INTO ACCOUNT.

TAYLOR * '

NOTE: advance COPY TO S /S - 0  AT 8 :3 7  AM, AUGUST 2 9 .
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Action 25157 fr
Reed: August 29, 1964 ^

5s5  4 ;39  a.ro. 7FROM: Saigon yN,

INCOMING TELEGRAM Uepartment of Statt

Info
ACTION: S e c s ta te  611 lEmediete. 

DATE: August 29 j 4 p.m*

EXDIS

a . -r

FOR THE SECRETARY Qo
Authority ir> ^  ̂

Department te leg ram  544. By . NAKS. Date

Now p lan  to  leave Saigon 31 August 2000 lo c a l  to  a r r i v e  
Washington 1 September 0830 p rep ared  to  do b u s in e ss  on 
former schedu le  beg inn ing  as  o f  31 August i f  t h a t  schedu le  
i s  s t i l l  v a l i d .  Suggest no p u b l i c i t y  u n t i l  day o f  d e p a r tu re .

Request concurrence  f o r  p lann ing  purposes .

TAYIDR

SKD/10

NOTE: Advance copy to  S/S=>0 a t  4:43 a .m .,  August 29.
PaSiSed 'White House, DOD, CIA 5:00 a.m. , August 29.

r n r r n T n v v T T f a T  r epr o d u c t io n  fr o m  this c o p y  is 
______ !____ _______________________ prohibited unless "UNCLASSIFIED"
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DECLASSIFIED - , ^ 2 -
Authority RAC BS 9 "
By J JARA. Date fo  SECaI:!

K'

j f e c Q b a s s y  S^vIGCJI H i l i c D I A T S  

i i i F O  :  c i : : c r / . c  i i j m e d i a t s

R ir  ; E=;b!:Gi 544  

e : s ) I S

JOIIiX STAT2/DS?2nSE HESSAGS

1 .  Wa d o  n e t  b G l i e v s  y c u r  t r a v a l  p l s c s  s h o u l d  b e  s e t  a t  

t h i s  s i n c e  S r s i ^ o a  s i t u 2 t i c n  s t i l l  s e e n s  v o l a t i l e .

? c r . d i r .3  t h a  Z i n a  l i h c a  ' ^ o v s r r s i a a t a l  s t r u c t u r e  b a c c s 33  c o r e  

f i m l y  i S G t a b l i G h a d  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  I c a d a r s h i p  p i c t u r e  c l a r i f i e d ,  

WG c a n  c o n c u l t  d a i l y  o n  d a y  o f  y o u r  r e t u r n .  I ' ^ I K  M e a n w h i l e  

y o u r  a i r c r a f t  w i l l  r e g a i n  a t  C l a r k  F i e l d  v ? i t h i a  f i v e  h o u r s  

c a l l  t o  S a i ^ c a .

2 .  I n  v i a v ;  p r o b a b l a  d s i a y  i n  y c u r  v i s i t  d u r i n g  v / a i c h  

w e  h a d  c x p a c t a d  ® a k «  d e f i n i t i v e  d e c i s i o » s  n e x C  c o u r s e s  o f  

a c t i o n ,  b e l i e v e  w e  s h o u l d l  b e  c o R ^ i d s r x M g  c t r t a i n  i n t a r i a  

a c t i o n s  t o  b e  t a k e n .

3 .  W* need y o o c  ccrzz2GriuS o n  t h e  f o l l o w i i t t r e r i a  

a c t i o n s  bot-K a s  t o  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on SVN p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  

a n d  c a  Hdrvov. :

a .  R e s u f f i p t i o n  o n  c o \ f e r t  b a a i s  o f  s o m e  p a r t  o f

0 /2 9 /6 4
F E : w ’T L u . i d y : c j / I i V i r o r r a c t a l : c 3 F E  -  W i l l i a m s  P. B u n d y

T . i a  S e c r e t a r y  D D D / I S A  -  I ' h r .  I l c l i a u s h t c a
---------------- - <ijci ^

20D •  S e c r a t a r y  I l a l l a n a r a  re p ro d u c tio n  fro m  th is  copy is
T O ?  2 2 C H 2 T  prohibited u n less unclassified

ZT  D S-322
PRESERVATK)N COPV
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

31
Actic

ss

________ SS€RET-̂
AcHon 0  2  4  3  6  ^3’

YAI 0ZCZCM JA325
.......... ZZ RUEHCR

Info DE RUMJIR 40 A  2 8 / 1 5 5 9 Z
Z 2 8 1 5 5 3 Z  Z E ^ k _ ------ -
FM a m e m b a s s y l s a i g o n ;
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 
s t a t e  6RNC  
BT
5 ~ T - e  R E T- ^ A S H

i)

6 0 7

PERSONAL FOR SECRETARY DECLASSIFIED

E X D I  S , Authority,

REF DEPTEL 5 4 4

APPROVE YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT THAT T R I P  POSTPONED,
TAYLOR -  ,
BT
CFN 6 0 7  2 8  12  M ID -N IGHT 5 4 4  ’
N o t e :  A d v a n c e  c o p y  t o  5 / S - O  a t  1 2 : 0 6  PM 8 / 2 8 / 6 4  

P a s s e d  t o  W h i t e  H o u s e  a t  1 2 ; 1 5  PM 8 / 2 8 / 6 4

 I •

____  REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

SS ____ _ -
info ■ B  ^

0 0  RUEHCR 'i5,S'i / ' l  a  2 8  A:  ̂ 8 0 8
DE RU M JIR  2 7 A  2 8 / 1 1 5 4 Z  "  ■
0 2 8 1 1 4 9 Z  ZEA,. ' <̂ 0 
FM AM EMBASSY (SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WAbHlTCT 

■STATE GRNC 
BT
5 - & - ^ R E T IMM E D I  A T E ^ f e W  AUGUST 2 8  -  7PM

^ ^  DECLASSIFIED
l im d is

DEPTEL 584 P.v . NARS. Date

Ca b l e s  we a r e  now s e n d i n g ’ i n  r e  t o d a y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s
ARE b e s t  w e  c a n  DO BY WAY OF ANALYSIS FOR YOUR BACKGROUND B R ^ ^ N G  
t o d a y ,  y o u  W ILL S E E  FROM READING THEM THAT THEY ARE MOST 
TENUOUS IN T H E I R  C ONCLUSIONS.  HOPEFULLY BETWEEN NOW AND SUNDAY 
WE WILL HAVE SOMETHING MORE S O L I D  TO HELP YOU ON MEET THE P R E S S .  -  
TAYLOR *
BT ' . •
CFN 5 9 9  2 8  7 5 8 4  _  __  -

NOTE; ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S/S-0 AT 8:30 AM, 8 /28 /64 .
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 8:45 AM, 8 /28 /64 .

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
r S E £ B E I _ * PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCIASS1FIED
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Action

Info

-OECRfiT

.......... ZZ RUEHCR RUEPDA R U E P I A  RUEPWW RUHLHQ
DE RUMJIR 2 6 A  2 8 / 1 1 0 7 Z  
Z P 2 8 1 1 0 0 Z

. FM AMEM3ASSY(;^AIGni i l^  040
TO R U E H C R / S E C S T ^ T E  WASHDC ■ '  \  :
RUEPDA/DOD 0 2 4 0 7 7
RUEPWW/yHITE HOUSE _  r.';\ i '
R U E P I A / C I A  ‘ i ’
INFO RU HL HQ /CIN CPAC 
STATE GRNC
ST ^

- g  E e - R E- 4 ~ ^ C T I 0 N  FLASH D E P T Q 9 8 ^ 0 D  94 WHITE HOUSE 7 2  C I A  7 9  
INFO P R I O R I T Y  CINCPAC 3 1 2  R O M E ^ I N E  FROM SAIGON AUGUST 2 8  7PM

CINCPAC FOR POLAD DECLASSIFIED
ROME FOR LODGE Authority _..STATE letter FEB 1 A 1979

L j  D I  S ------, N A R S , D a t e , . Z - ^ , - 7 f

T H I S  c a b l e  SUMMARIZES THE OUTCOME OF D I S C U S S I O N S  ^LEX JOHNSON 
AND I  HALD MORNING AND AFTERNOON 2 8  AUGUST WITH GENERALS KHANH,  
MINH AND OTHERS RE CURRENT GOVERNMENTAL C R I S I S .  A MORE D E T A IL E D  
REPORT WILL FOLLOW. .

g e n e r a l  KHANH HAS P U B L IC L Y  ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAS SUBMITTED H I S  
CFN 5 9 8  9 4  7 2  7 9  3 1 2  2 8  7PM 2 8

PAGE 2  RUMJIR 2 6 A  -S E 0  R E " ^ ----
RES IG N A TIO N  AS HEAD OF GOVERNMENT TO THE MRC (NOW A BOL ISH ED )  BUT 
THAT HE HAS RE C E IV E D  NO R E P L Y .  HE WILL SHORTLY ANNOUNCE THAT H I S  
-RESIGNATION (WHICH HE NOW SAYS WAS BASED ON REASONS OF HEALTH) 
HAS BEEN R E J E C T E D  (PRESUMABLY BY H I S  COLLEAGUES OF THE M I L I T A R Y  
T R I U M V I R A T E ) ,  THAT KHANH WILL REMAIN AS PRIME M I N I S T E R  BUT 
THAT HE HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED A SHORT P ER IO D  OF REST AND . 
RECUPERATION DURING WHICH TIM E NGUYEN XUAN CANH WILL S l G f i  PAPERS 
IN H I S  NAME. HOWEVER, I T  WILL BE MADE CLEAR THAT T H I S  I S  A 
CONTINUATION OF THE KHANH GOVERNMENT WHICH DOES NOT LA PSE 
.DURING H I S  SHORT LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

KHANH I N D I C A T E S  THAT HE REALLY DOES NOT EXPECT TO BE - AWAY ANY 
■a p p r e c i a b l e  t i m e  ALTHOUGH HE LOOKS BADLY I N  NEED OF R E S T .  - I  MUST

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
__________ : . . .S E C M y . PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED^
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- 2 -  5 9 8 , AUGUST 2 8 , 7 PM, FROM SAIGON

SAY HE WILL HAVE L I T T L E  TIM E FOR L E I S U R E  I F  HE STAYS ON INTENDED 
SCHEDULE.

THE NEXT S T E P  W ILL BE THE FORMATION OF A NEW ORGAN CALLED 
TENTATIVELY THE COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL UNITY CCNU).  AS PRESENTLY 
CONCEIVED, I T  WOULD C O N S IS T  OF R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  OF THE 
R E L I G I O U S  G R O U P S ,  THE P A R T I E S  ( I F  ANY R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  CAN BE 
FOUND AFTER KHANH'S  P U B L IC  DENUNCIATION OF T H E D A l  V I E T S )  AND 
NOTABLES,  WITH GENERAL MINH AS CHAIRMAN R EPR ESENTIN G  THE 
M I L I T A R Y .  J U S T  WHAT ROLE OF THE CNU WOULD BE I S  S T J L L  UNDER

PAGE 5 RUMJIR 2 6 A  S &- C H E T -
D I S C U S S I O N .  AMONG THE POWERS WHICH ARE B E IN G  CONSIDERED FOR 
ATTRIB U TIO N  ARE THOSE OF APPROVAL OF CHANGE FROM A M I N I S T E R I A L  
TO A P R E S I D E N T I A L  FORM OF EX E C U T IV E ,  APPROVAL OF THE P R E S I D E N T ,  
r e c a l l  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t , ADVICE TO P R E S ID E N T  AND APPROVAL 
OF CERTAIN OF H I S  ACTS,  AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. KHANH WANTS AT LEAST TWO T H I N G S  FROM CNU A 
SEMBLANCE OF NATIONAL INDORSEMENT FOR H I S  ASSUMPTION OF PRES ID EN C Y  
AND A D I G N I F I E D  SLOT FOR MINH. ' i
IT  I S  FAR FROM pLEAR THAT MINH WILL BE S A T I S I F I E D  WITH T H I S  DEAL 
ALTHOUGH KHANH HAD INTIMATED THAT HE EX PECTS NO TROUBLE. IN OUR 
MORNING S E S S I O N ,  THERE SEEMED TO BE TWO PROBLEMS: C l )  TO GET MINH 
TO G I V E  P U B L I C  SUPPORT TO KHANH «iND ( 2 )  TO GET KHANH TO WITHDRAW 
H I S  R E S I G N A T I O N .  WE THOUGHT WE HAD AGREEMENT ON BOTH 
COUNTS BEFORE LUNCH ALTHOUGH WE SUSPECTED THAT MINH MIGHT IMPOSE 
THE CONDITION OF H I S  BEING RETAINED AS C H I E F  OF S T A T E .  AFTER 
LUNCH, KHANH LED US TO B E L I E V E  THAT THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE cNU 
WOULD s a t i s f y  MINH BUT WHEN JOHNSON AND I  L I S T E N E D  TO SOME OF  
THE D I S C U S S I O N  AMONG THE O F F I C E R S  CONFERRING ON THE MATTER 
(KHANH MINH KHIEM, T H I E U ,  CO) WE GOT CLEAR IM P R E S S I O N  THAT 
MINH I S  S T I L L  R E S I S T I N G .  I F  T H I S  POINT BECOMES A REAL 
STUMBLING BLOCK, I  PROPOSE TO URGE KHANH TO ACCEPT MINH AS 
C H I E F  OF STATE FOR T H I S  P ER IO D  OF P R O V IS IO N A L  GOVERNMENT.

PAGE 4 RUMJIR 2 6 A  O- C 0 'ft C T ^

KHANH HOPES TO GET CNU GOING IN A COUPLE OF DAYS AND REALIGN 
H I S  GOVERNMENT ON P R E S I D E N T I A L  L I N E S  IN  A COUPLE OF WEEKS, WE
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- 3 -  5 9 8 ,  AUGUST 2 8 ,  7 PM, FROM SAIGON

TH IN K  T H I S  VERY O P T I M I S T I C .  ,

I T  I S  p r e m a t u r e  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n y  o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a s  f i n a l  u n t i l  
o f f i c i a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  b y  g o v e r n m e n t  h e r e .
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State
1

Info

1 0 7
PERSONAL'  FOR SECRETARY DECLASSIFIED. .  '  ‘
E X D I s , . Authority STATE letter FE B H 1979

REF.  DEPTEL 5 3 3 ,  By  . NABS,  Dat e  V f  ^
V

AS YOU WILL S EE FROM CABLES WHICH MILL FOLLOW SHORTLY WE ARE 
S T I L L  FAR FROM HAVING A REAL GOVERNMENT IN S A IG O N .  MUCH WILL  
DEP>END i n  NEXT FEW DAYS ON KHANH-MINH-BUDDHIST R E L A T I O N S H I P S  AND 
KHANH'S SUCCESS IN ORGANIZING A COUNCIL OF NATIONAL UNITY  
(REPORTED IN  SUBSEQUENT C A B L E ) .  THERE ARE S T I L I  SO MANY 
UNANSWERED Q UE ST ION S  ABOUT WHERE WE’ RE GOING THAT I  WOULD F E E L  
CFN 5 9 5  2 8  5PM 5 3 3

PAGE 2  RU M JIR  ' 2 2 A  -G -e -W --K  1 U L N T i .A T
MORE USEFUL REMAINING FOR A FEW MORE DAY.S DURING WHICH 
T IM E HOPEFULLY SOME OF THE U N C E R T A IN T IE S  COULD BE CLEARED U P.

I  WOULD SUGGEST HAVING K C - 1 3 5  PROCEED SAIGON AT ONCE AND 
STAND BY FOR ME. I N  TWO OR THREE DAYS MATTERS MAY HAVE SETT LED  TO 
POINT OF P ER M ITTIN G  A L E S S  CONFUSED REPORT THAN ONE I  WOULD BE . - . 
OBLIGED TO MAKE TODAY. HOWEVER, I  A P P R E C IA T E  YOUR NEED FOR 
EARLY P O L I C Y  REVIEW AND WILL OF COURSE STAY ON O R IG IN A L  SCHEDULE 
I F  YOU D E S I R E .  ; ^  '

G P - 3 .  TAYLOR '  •
BT • .

N o t e :  A d v a n c e  c o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  5 : 2 3  a . m .  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1 9 6 4

P a s s e d  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  D O D . ; a t  5 : 3 5  a . m .  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1 9 6 4

i--
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✓ ̂  DE R U M JIR  16A 2 8 / 0 8 1 5 Z  a
• f .  Z 0  2 8 0 8 0 5 Z  ZEA .0 2  3  9  A  28, AM 4 4fi

Ira AM EMBASSY S A T R O N ]  ------
TO RU EH C R /S EC S TA TE WASHDC
RUEPWW/WHITEHOUSE F  L  A S H ' i ■
R U E P I A / C I A

R S S S ^ ' c ? S c P A f ' ' ' '  • ‘ DECLASSIFIED
STATE GRNC Authority RA Cd o o _ 
BT Bv .NARA.Date
C U II r  I  U JL 1>J 1 T  4  L "

ACTION FLASH DEPT \ 5 9 ? l  WHIT E  HOUSE 71  C I A  7 8  DOD 9 3  INFO IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC 3 1 0  R O M E 'E IG H T  FROM SAIGON AUG 2 8 ,  4  PM

CINCPAC FOR POLAD . "

ROME FOR LODGE, ' ' ^

AFTER MRC ANNOUNCEMENT AUG 2 7 ,  WHICH E S TA B LIS H ED  T RIU M VIRA TE  
a n d  PROVIDED FOR S I X T Y  DAY INTERIM R EG IK Z BY "CURRENT GO>/ERNMEUT” , 
I  SOUGHT IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT WITH GENERAL KHANH. I  ,WAS INFORMED  

THAT KHANH HAD LE FT FOR VUNG TAU BUT WOULD R E C E IV E  ME AT 1 1 : 0 0  
A .M .  AUG 2 8 .  I N  ABSENCE KHANH, I  SENT R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  TO SEE  
KHIEM, T H I E U  AND V I C E  PRIME M I N I S T E R  OANH. RESULTS THESE ' " - 
IN TERV IEW S HAVE BEEN FORWARDED BY SEPARATE TELEGRAMS.

T H I S  MORNING ALEX JOHNSON AND I  MET WITH KHANH AT J G S  COMPOUND,
CFN 5 9 4  7 1  7 8  9 3  3 1 0  2 8  4PM 2 7  1 1 : 0 0  AM 2 8  J S G

PAGE TWO R U M JIR  1 6 A I  "i L
AT 1 1 0 0  HOURS. OUR S E S S I O N  LASTED NEARLY TWCHOURS AND C O NSISTED  
OF LQNG S E R I E S  OF COMPLAINTS BY KHANH CONCERNING P E R F I D Y  AND 
ABSENCE OF SUPPORT WHICH HE HAS ENCOUNTERED .^^MONG LEADING PERSO N 
A L I T I E S  AND GROUPS a s s o c i a t e d  IN H I S  GOVERNMENT. PRIMARY V I L L A I N S ,  
ACCORDING TO KHANH’ S STORY,  WERE GENERAL B I G  M I \ ’f1 ON ONE HAND 
AND D A I  V I E T ,  S P E C I F I C A L L Y  V I C E  PRIME M I N I S T E R  HOAN ON THE OTHER. .

KHANH ADMITTED THAT ALL MEMBERS OF MRC, INCLUDING BIG M INH ,
HAD PLEADiiD WITH HIM TO REMAIN AS PRIME M I N I S 7 Z R  BUT THAT H E ,
KHANH, FELT THE QUALITY OF T H E I R  SUPPORT WAS SO L I M I T E D  THAT HE

_ _ REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS 
_______PROHIBITED UNLESS* UNCLASSIFIED
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-  2  -  5 9 4 ,  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  4  P . M .  F r o m  S a i g o n  . <
C'OULD n o t ' r e p e a t NOT DISCHARGE T H I S  R E S P O N S I B L I T Y .  THEREFORE ' ’
HE HAD " S E C R E T L Y "  SUBMITTED H I S  R E S IG N A T IO N  LAST E V E N IN G .  HE 

jlj ' INTENDED TO ANNOUNCE T H I S  R E S IG N A T IO N  PUB LICLY  AND TO S T I P U L A T E
V  THAT HE WOULD RESUME H I S  POST ONLY I F  ALL S I G N I F I C A N T  ELEMENTS  

H -  ( M I L I T A R Y ,  p o l i t i c a l  AND R E L I G I O U S )  P U B L IC L Y  PLEDGED T H I E R  SUPPORT
S I  :• TO H I M . .  • ■

A ■
(

WE REASONED AND ARGUED WITH KHANH FOR NEARLY TWO HOURS, F I N A L L Y  
OBTAINING FROM HIM H I S  AGREEMENT IN  P R I N C I P L E  TO AN ARRANGEMENT 
BY WHICH HE WOULD ANNOUNCE H I S  CONTINUED W IL L IN G N E S S  TO HEAD 
GOVERNMENT I F  THERE COULD BE DEMONSTRATED A GENERAL P U B L I C  CONSENSUS 
OF SUPPORT FOR HIM. .EVENTUALLY T H I S  BOILED DOWN TO KHANH’ S 
D E S I R E  TO HAVE BIG MINH OPENLY ENDORSE HIM AS THE L A T T E R ' S  
CHOICE TO HEAD THE G O V E R i ^ E N T . -

KHANH THEN L E FT  US AND B IG  MINH CAME I N .  WE WENT OVER MUc H 
OF THE SAME GROUND WITH MINH AND L I S T E N E D  TO H I S  COMPLAINTS RE 
KHANH’ S UNPOPULARITY AND INCOMPETENCE.  EVENTUALLY, HOWEVER,
MINH AGREED THAT HE WOULD BE W ILLING  PU B LIC LY  TO ENDORSE KHANH.
THE CO ND ITIO N  HE ATTACHED TO T H I S  ENDORSEMENT WOULD BE THE 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT T H A T,  WITH THE ABROGATlONCOF THE AUG 16 CHARTER,
HE, M IN H ,  RESUMED HI'S FpRMER AS C H I E F  OF STA TE.

i; ■

i S IN C E  T H I S  CO ND ITIO N  D ID  NOT APPEAR TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE, WE
SUGGESTED THAT WE HAVE AN IMMEDIATE J O I N T  MEETING WITH KHANH AND 
MINH.  MING SET OUT T O K i U i u i r i :  KHANH BUT RETURNED IN TWO M INU TES . ' 
TO. ANNOUNCE THAT KHANH WAS HOLDING A PRESS CONFERENCE.  IN T H I S   ̂ ..

■ /C O N F E R E N C E ,  REPORTS OF WHICH HAVE PROBaB L T  ALREADY REACHED 
WASHINGTON, KHANH REVIEWED THE SUPPORT WHICH HE HAD R ECEIVED  

1 FROM BUDDHISTS AND CATHOLICS BUT D E L IB E R T E L Y  DENOUNCED DAl '
I V I E T S  AND S P E C I F I C A L L Y  SING LED  OUT HOAN FOR THE H EA VIEST BLOWS.

HE S A I D  THAT HE HAD SUBMITTED ( U N S P E C I F I E D  TO WHOM) L E TTER  OF 
1 ■ R ES IG N A T IO N  BUT HAD NOT R ECE IV E D  ANSWER. HE THEREFORE- LE FT Q UITE 
i I N D E F I N I T E  H I S  CURRENT STATUS AND F I N I S H E D  BY ADVISING THAT H E ,
! GENERAL .MINH AND GENERAL KHIEM WERE DOING T H E I R  BEST TO F I N D

A " S O L U T I O N " .  ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ ^

I  ARRANGED WITH B I G  MINH THAT ALEX JOHNSON AND I  WILL MEET WITH
MINH AND KHANH AT 1 5 0 0 '  HOURS AND I  AM LEAVING.NOW FOR THAT ENGAGEMENT. 

; TAYLOR - . ••

N O T E :  ADVANCE COPY TO  S / S - 0  A T  4 : 5 0  A . M .  AUGUST 2 8 ,  1 9 6 4
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PERSONAL’ FOR SECRETARY 

E X D I  S , ; V

R EF .  DEPTEL 5 3 3 ,

AS YOU WILL S E E  FROM CABLES WHICH WILL FOLLOW SHORTLY WE ARE 
S T I L L  FAR FROM HAVING A REAL GOVERNMENT IN SA IG O N .  MUCH WILL 
D E t o D  IN NEXT FEW DAYS ON KHANH-MINH-BUDDHIST R E L A T I O N S H I P S  AND 
KHANH'S SUCCESS IN ORGANIZING A COUNCIL OF NATIONAL UNITY 
(REPORTED IN  SUBSEQUENT C A B L E ) .  THERE ARE S T I L L  SO MANY 
UNANSWERED Q U E ST IO N S  ABOUT WHERE W E 'RE GOING THAT I  WOULD F E E L  
CFN 5 9 5  2 8  5PM 5 3 3

i   ̂

PAGE 2  R U M J I R ' 2 2  A - C 0, N ? N 1 1 A' "I T
MORE USEFUL REMAINING FOR A FEW MORE DAY.S DURING WHICH
T IM E HOPEFULLY SOME OF THE U N C E R T A IN T IE S  COULD BE CLEARED U P .

I  WOULD SUGGEST HAVING K C - 1 3 5  PROCEED SAIGON AT ONCE AND 
STAND BY FOR ME.  I N  TWO OR THREE DAYS MATTERS MAY HAVE SETTLED TO 
P O IN T OF P ER M ITTIN G  A L E S S  CONFUSED REPORT THAN ONE I  WOULD BE . - 
OBLIGED TO MAKE TODAY. HOWEVER, I  A P P R E C IA T E  YOUR NEED FOR 
EARLY P O L I C Y  REVIEW AND WILL OF COURSE STAY ON O R IG IN A L  SCHEDULE 
I F  YOU D E S I R E .  ; v  . ' ,

G P - 3 .  TAYLOR ' ■
BT • •

N o t e ;  A d v a n c e  c o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  5 ; 2 3  a . m .  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1 9 5 4

P a s s e d  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  DOD. a t  5 : 3 5  a . m .  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1 9 6 4
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TTNflT.ASSTKTKn
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL 
S / S - 0

R e c e i v e d  b y :  /SWO -  M r .  P a r k e r

D a t e / T i m e  ; 8 / 2 7  -  0 4 3 0

FIIOM MACV-D.O.  S a i g o n  v i a  NMCC

SUBJECT : MRC M e e t i n g  '

. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  r e p o r t e d  a n d  i s  a s  y e t  u n c o n f i r m e d :

1 .  T h e  MRC d i s s o l v e s  i t s e l f  e f f e c t i v e  t o d a y

2 ,  T h e  C h a r t e r  o f  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 6 4  i s  r e s c e n d e d

j 3 .  T h e r e  i s  n o w  a  T r i u m v e r a n t  H e a d  o f  S t a t e
 c o n s i s t i n g  o f  G e n e r a l s  M i n h ,  K h a n t  i^id j 5 ^ i e m

j ■ 4 .  ,The M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h e
j e l e c t i o n  o f  a  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  w i t h i n  6 0
I d a y s .  T h e  C o n g r e s s  i n  t u r n  w i l l  e l e c t  a
I H e a d  o f  S t a t e .

'*1
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n  u n c o n f i r m e d  r e p o r t  t h a t  a  c r o w d  o f  

3 0 0 0  g a t h e r e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  J G S  c o m p o u n d  w h e r e  t h e  MRC 
I m e e t i n g  w a s  b e i n g  h e l d .  T h e  c r o w d  t r i e d  t o  r u s h  t h e  c o m -
I p o u n d  a n d  s o l d i e r s  f i r e d  o v e r  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s .

Two p e r s o n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  a n d  s e v e n  w o u n d e d  i n c l u d i n g  a  G e r m a n  
I '  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e r .  O t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  a n , o r d e r l y  n a t u r e

a r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y .

UNCLASSIFIED

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

I 



^  I LUl'ii^'iblilN i  r A L  '_______  ^

Action _

5 S  " b s g u s o g s a g r k x b y z me ^

- : c U f
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FM A M E M 3 A S S r ^ S A l G 0 N _ ^  2 3 3 5 5
TO SE CST A T E  ¥ASHUC i q a /  a t t ^  0 7  myr o '
STATE GRNC 196^  AUG 2 7  PM 2 0 6

BT ------ -
C 0  N F "1  D S  !J T I A L  IM W E D IA T E ^ 5 9 1 ^ A U G  2 8  1 2 : 3 0  AM ,

' E X D I  S

D E P T E L  5 3 3  ’ .

WILL BE B E T T E R ' A B L E  REPLY RE FT E L  AFTER SEE ING KHANH MORNING  ̂
AUG 2 8 ,  MEANWHILE,  AS YOU WILL HAVE SEEN FROM EMBTEL 5 8 9 ,  
S I T U A T I O N  HERE S T I L L  HIGHLY F L U I D .  TAYLOR 
BT • , ■
CFN 5 9 1  2 8  I 2 : 3 0 i  5 3 3  2 8  5 8 9

. 1 , li

INCOMING TELESRAfA Department of State
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. DECLASSIFHID 
Authority

NARS, Date

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
i:C Q N F X D E N T IA L , ,,g ,r _____ prohibited unless unclassified

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-

------------------------- = 

-

- — 

-

= " " 



3 - 5
INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State /

RR RUEHCR
kction RUMJIR 3 7 A 2 7 / 1 3 5 0 Z

c?o R 2 71340Z  Z E A ^ . ^ _ _ m ' '
FM AM EM B A S S Y / ^ G Q t O  ...

Info TO RUEHCR/SECS^rATE WASHDC 1964 AUG 27 ' II OpO 2, 3  j  ‘jINFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC • »*r/ivu /j.i i i u;  ̂ .
STATE GRNC ' ' * 3 4
BT I. . ^

■0  0  H P 1 JT 'JL HI ,1 1 ‘L

ACTION <€ e ^ 5 9 ^  i n f o . CINCPAC 3 0 9  FROM SAIGON AUG 2 7 j  9  PM 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD

LIW D IS  . 'i ,

ALEX JOHNSON CALLED IN DAI VIET LEADER NGUYEN TON HOAN T H I S  
AFTERNOON TO IMPRESS 'UPON HIM OUR VIEW SERIOUSNESS PRESENT 
SITUATION, INDICATE TO HIM OUR POLICY GIVING SUPPORT KHANK 
REMAINED UNCHANGED, AND THAT ANY ALTERNATIVES TO KHANH‘WOULD 
FORCE US TO RECONSIDER US POLICY V I S - A - V I S  VIETNAM. WE FOUND 
INTOLERABLE THE IDEA OF YET ANOTHER TOP-TO-BOTTOM GOVERNMENTAL 
CHANGE WHICH WOULD FURTHER RETARD THE WAR EFFORT.  HE POINTED 
OUT TO HOAN THAT RECENT EVENTS HAD; GRAVELY HARMED COUNTRY 
CFN 5 9 0  3 0 9  2 7  9PM  ̂ '

PAGE TWO RUMJIR 3 7 A 8"' I  II P 1 D D |l i  H niiw^i
AND t h a t  i n  f a c t ,  WHILE MRC DELIBERATINGj  VIETNAM WAS WITHOUT 
DE FACTO GOVERNMENT. JOHNSON WENT ON TO STATE THAT ALL ELEMENTS 
MUST EXERCISE EXTREME FORBEARANCE AND DO N0THXn4  WHICH MIGHT 
EXACERBATE S IT U A TIO N . I . ■

HOAN SAID THAT DAI V IE T  D I F F I C U L T I E S  WITH KH^NH BROUGHT TO 
C R I S I S  POINT BY H I S  COMPLETE CAPITULATION TO DEMANDS MADE 
BY tlOB ON TUESDAY. HOAN FEELS THAT KHANH. COULD HAVE AVOIDED 
CONFRONTATION WITH CROWD AND COULD HAVE DISCUSSED DEMANDS WITH 
SOME ADVISORS. INSTEAD HE BOUND HIMSELF^AND MRC TO ACCEPT 

j • . DEMANDS THAT PRODUCED PRESENT C R I S I S :  V I Z . ,  NO GOVERNMENT. HE 
RESTATED RATIONALE FOR DAI VIET OPPOSTION TO KHANH, CLAIMED 
THAT THEY HAD T R IE D  TO WORK WITH HIM FOR S I X  MONTHS, HAD PUT 
UP WITH CAPRICES (GOVERNMENT BY "COUP DE THEATRE")  AND H I S  /. 
UNWILLINGNESS TO CONSULT WITH THEM. BUT NOW HE HAD SOLD OUT 
TO BUDDHISTS WHO HAD ALREADY INDICATED THEIR ENMITY TOWARD 
THE DAI V I E T S .  , _ -

JOHNSON TOLD HOAN THAT IN OUR TALKS WITH BUDDHISTS THEY HAD 
DECLASSIFIED REPRODuaiON fro m  this copy is 

A .ithnritv  RAC J>R0HIB1TED unless UNCLASSIFIED
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- 2 -  5 9 0 ,  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  9  P . M . ,  f r o m  S a i g o n

i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  a c c e p t  c a t h o l i c  e l e m e n t s  i n
GOVERNMENT AND THAT IT  OUR ESS I ON THAT ANY GOVERNMENT KHANH 
WOULD NOW FORM MUST CONTAIN ALL ELEMENTS AND NOT BE NARROWLY 
BASED ON ANY ONE SECT OR PARTY. k o AN WaS HOWEVER ADAMANT IN H I S  
CFN MRC V I Z

PAGE THREE RUMJIR 3 7 A m v  1 U' IL "Hi' ....
O P PO S ITIO N  TO -KHANH.

HOAN DID D IS C U S S  .ALTERNATIVES TO KHANH. HE SUGGESTED MINH WAS 
A P O S S I B I L I T Y ,  PROVIDED HE WAS SURROUNDED BY ABLE PEOPLE.
M I N H 'S  POPULARITY W,AS S T I L L  GREAT ENOUGH, IN HOAN’S VIEW, TO 
ENABLE HIM TO RETRIEVE SITUATION AT T H IS  LAT? DATE. HE ASKED 
I F  WE HAD CONCURRED IN H I S  REMOVAL CHIEF OF STATE AT TIME AUGUST 
16 CONSTITUTION WAS PROMULAGTED. HE WAS INFO/eMdP THAT WHEN ' 
APPRISED OF p r o m u l g a t i o n  CONSTITUTION WE HAD INDICATED OUR 
CONTINUING SUPPORT TO KHANH AND HAD SO INFOMED MINH AT SAME T IM E .

APART FROM MINH, HOAN SUGGESTED KHIEM AS /^'^^OTHER ALTERNATIVE.
HE WAS /f^y^INDED t h a t  BUDDHISTS FOUND HIM UNACCEPTABLE, BUT 
HE ARGUED THAT KHIEM HAD BEEN IMPORTANT A R C H IT E C T  IN SHAPING • 
NOVEMBER 1 COUP, PROFESSED HIMSELF UNABLE TO SEE WHY BUDDHISTS  
CONSIDERED HIM CAN LAO AND DIEM 1ST.

DURING CONVERSATION WORD RECEIVED REGARDING MRC*S DE CISIO N  
DISSOLVE I T S E L F  AND ESTABLISH TRIUMVIRATE. HOAN INDICATED  
SU RPR ISE AT L I N E - U P ,  BUT R E L I E F  AS WELL BECAUSE HE FELT THERE 
NOW HOPE THAT CALM COULD BE RESTORED. WHEN JOHNSON EXPRESSED FEAR 
Com<LERNING what e f f e c t  S IXTY-DAY PERIODi DURING WHICH "LAME DUCK" 
GOVERNMENT WOULD FUNCTIOt^ MIGHT HAVE ON WAR EF F O R T ,  HOAN 
CFN" 16 1 I '

PAGE FOUR RUMJIR 37 A
EXPRESSED CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM THAT PROGRAMS WOULD MOVE,FORWARD 
AND PROGRESS COULD BE MADE IN PROVINCES. JOHNSON POINTED 
OUT P O I T I C A L  TURMOIL IN SAIGON WILL INEVITABLY BE REFLECTED 
IN PROVINCES AND MORALE OF TROOPS. ‘

TAYLOR
BT

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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E U A 455R E A 047  

UEPW

E RUMJIR 6A 7 / 3 0 5 Z

Z R 2 7 1 2 5 5 Z  ZEA

FHAMEHBASSY^SAION

TO R IEH C R /EC ST TZ WASHDC

INFO RUEPWW/WHITEHOUSE

RUEPDA/DOD

R U E P IA /IA

RUHLHQ/CICNPAC

STAT GRNC

BT

e O N F l P E M T W

IV//A5/9

27 'Ul

d e c l a s s i f i e d

q t i\t f  letter FEB  1 A 1979
Authority -------- ---------9

NARS, D a te ,Z r ^ ^  'By,

ACTION FLASH D E P T ^ 8 9 ^  INFO WHITEHOUSE 7 0  DOD 9 2  CIA  7 7  

CINCPAC 3 0 8  FROMSAIQON AUG 2 7 ,  9  PM
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t i n u i b
\

AT OANH|S REQUESTJOHNSBN CALLED ON HIM T H I S  EVENING 

f i lH R R in E  H(IIIIEfEBNSO ORR(iEBAIHBDH HII.V IIB  OOCDPVdm iSIBTH 

TRQCEQH&fKlllGCfilBSBLUVIQM fiF T R S D H 8tIA rB R IIR  iaNH$CKHANH

AND KHIEH HAD BEEN ESTABLISH ED AS THE SUPREME AUTHOI^TY ,

IN THE STA TE, TAKING THE P O S IT IO N  F O R l ^ R L Y  OCCUPIED BY THE 

CFN 5 8  m 3 2  7 7  S g g  € 7  9  M

PAGE TWO RUMJIR - f^  n  N F  T D F  N T  T A L—

MRC. jfN ERA L KHANH WILL FORMALLY RESIG N AS P R I M t M I N I S p  

M T E N  O 'CLOCK TOMORRW MORNING AND O A N ^ I L L  A SSU M E 

P O S IT IO N  TO HEAD A PR O V ISIO N A L GOVERNMENT WHICH HZ 9 0 3  

WILL BE SUBSTANTIALLY SAME AS PREVIOUS KHANH GOVERNMENT.

HE SA ID  IN  ADDITON TO H I S  PO STION ON TRUMVIRATE, KHIEM 

WILL REMAIN ON AS M IN ISTER  OF D E FE N S . NO ARRANGEMENTS 

■ O H H E ISSC m D lB E V O T B H B E W T H E R SE B ISN iSR C H IE IIB B R  S r i l E ,  ALTHOUGH 

T R IU M V IR TTE.

PR O V ISIO A L GOVERNMENT, IN  ADDTION TO CARRYING ON NORMAL 

GOVERNMENTAL FU NCTIO NS, WILL HAVE R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  OF CONVENING 

W ITHIN TWO MONTHS A NATIONAL C IV IL IA N  AND M ILITARY COUNCIL 

WHICH WILL HAVE THE TASK OF ELECTING A NEW C H IE F OF STA TE,

A NEW PRIME M IN ISTER  AND APPROVING THEGOVERNMENT OF THAT 

PRIME M IN IS T E R .
)

; 9 - ,  - 8 $  I 9 4 3 & 9 8 ,&  8 9 ) 7 5 8 9 ,  3  -  7 3 3 ,  7 4 4 8 ,  -  9 , ) 6

WAY OUT OF IMPASSE AND I S  CONFIDENT THAT I T  WILL BE ACCEPTABLE

TO ALL ELEMENTS CONCERNED. E SAUD FOREGOING WAS " U N O F F IC IA L "

AS OF T H I S  TIM E AND AGREED THAT ANY FORMAL N O T IFIC A T IO N  TO US 

MUST COME FROM KHANH WHO FOR MOMENT I S  S T I L L  CONSDERED LEGAL 

CFN MRC TEN O 'CLOCK
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PAGE THREE R U H JIR  3 6  A ^  N T  T  D E W T !  A - L ------

PRIM M IN IS T E R . OWEVER, OANH ASKED FOROUR UNDERSTANDING
I

AND SUPPORT AND EXPRESSED INTENTION OF VIGORUS PROSECTTION OF 

VWAR.

• 9  , 9 ,  . - $ 3  , 9  : 9 . . 8 5 . 3 , 5 ,  STATING ONLY THAT HE WOUL INFOR 

USG BUT DID EX PR ESS PERSONAL CONCERN OVER H IA T I  THAT 

WOULD INEVITABLY ENSE DURING 0  DAY P E R IO D .

t l 9 4 3 & 9 8 , &  1 - 4 8 3  1 4 9 .  - t t 9 7 , 5  $ 3  8 > ; -  9 9 5 - 8 , 3 $  - 5  - 0 0 4 9 / 8 .

5 3 ) 6

SAME T I E  FROM GENRAL K H IE H . ACCORDING TOKHIEH THERE 

WAS NO CONTEMPLATION OF KHANH'S RESIG N A TIO N . INDEED, KHIEH 

SAID THAT MOST URGENT AND PRESSING MATER WAS FOR KANH TO 

RETURN FROM VUNG TAU WHER HE HAS GONE TONIGHT) AND CONTINUE 

V H IS  FUNCTIONS AS PRIME M IN IS T R  AS BEFORE 16  AUGUST, AND 

URGENTLY ASKED MY INTERCESSSN WITH KHANH T O T H IS  END.

; 3 j 3 ,  7 3 1 9 4 3  5  8  8 - $  - ( 3 $  1 9 4  - 0 0 9 8 , 5 . 3 , 5  2 8 5  (  - ,  

H B V B IE B IR B O H Y A lB E L lN A IE S B A fa  P L IN S O R B lllB N T A H .H D lliaB B  flIBDW ILL 

R E C E IE  ME AT 11 AM IN  GENERAL KHIEM’ S O F F IC E .

HOPE AT THA TIME TO ORT OUT ALL T H I S .

BIYLOR

CFN 0  16  11AM
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

.1

S ECRET-

0 0  RUEHCR
DE RUMJIR 3 2 A  2 7 / 1 2 2 0 Z

Action

s s
I . 0  2 7 1 2 0 8 Z  Z E A

FM AMEMBASSYf S A l G ^ /  1 9 6 4  AUG 2 7  AM 8  4 3
TO SECSTATE n  o  O  Q ' f t  " 2 5  -
s t a t e  g r n c  ' 0  2  2  9  a  9 . .
BT ^  ' '

-S E C  R- g - ^  IMMEDIATE AUGUST 2 7  8PM
, -  ̂ „ DECLASSIFIED ^

' Author i ty
DEPTEL 5 2 1  ^ v A ^ a  , n a r k ,  n«t.P

REPORTED M CCLO SKY 'S  STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR KHANH IN ’rOA AND 
WIRE S E R V I C E S  AUGUST 2 7  C O N F L IC T S  WITH SECOND PARAGRAPH R E F T E U  
WIRE S E R V I C E  REPORTS^QUOTES MCCLOSKY AS SAYING US S U P P O R T S  
"GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL KHANH” .  IN  F UTURE,  WOULD I T  BE P 0 9 S I B L £  TO 
PROVIDE ASAP I N  ADVANCE P U B L I C  B R I E F I N G S  SUMMARY SPOKEMAN’ S 
INTENDED COMMENTS. S I M I L A R I L Y ,  WE WILL SEEK TO DO SAME FOR OUR 
INTENDED STATEMENTS ON RECORD,
CFN 5 8 4  2 7  8PM 5 2 1  2 7

PAGE 2  RU M JIR  3 2 A  0  E 0  R E- ^

TODAY, FOR IN S T A N C E ,  ONLY COMMENT WE MADE ON RECORD WAS THAT "WE 
CONTINUE TO FOLLOW DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY".  AND THAT WE HAVE NO 
REPORTS OF ATTACKS ON AMERICANS OR AMERICAN IN ST A L L A T I O N S  BEYOND 
STONE THROWING AT EM B I L L E T  IN  DANANG, REPORTED E A R L I E R .  R E A L I Z E  
DAY-TO-DAY EXCHANGES OF T H I S  TYPE MAY BE D I F F I C U L T .  T H ER E FO R E,  
ALSO IMPORTANT WE TRY TO E S T A B L I S H  COMMON GENERAL L I N E  T O  REDUCE 
P O S S I B I L I T Y  CONTRACTIONS.

' . *

. g e n e r a l l y ^ w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  h o l d  P U B L IC  St a t e m e n t s  t o  .
PERFUNCTO RY COMMENT WHILE WE TRY TO PROVIDE MORE SUBSTANCE 
THROUGH BACKGROUNDERS. R E A L I Z E  THE PRESSURES ON YOU FOR MORE 

! COMMENT ON-THE-RECORD AS WELL AS D ETA ILED  BACKGROUNDING. EVEN'
I I F  T H I S  WORKED OUT, S T I L L  UNRESOLVED WOULD BE METHOD OF INFORMING’
? EACH OTHER WHEN BACKGROUNDERSCHEDULED AND L I N E  INTENDED

IN BACKGROUNDER AS WELL AS POST BACKGROUNDER REPORT ON ACTUAL 
I STATEMENTS. WE CAN D I S C U S S  T H I S  FURTHER DURING MY WASHINGTON

V I S I T  BUT I N  THE INTERIM ON OUR PART WE COULD I N S T I T U T E  G R I D 
IRO NS OVER S IGN A L CORPS L I N E S  BY VOA AND I P S  CORRESPONDENTS T O  • 
SUMMARIZE INFORMATION G I V E N .  COULD YOU ADOPT', SOME S I M I L A R

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED^
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— S E C R E T - I

- 2 - 5 8 4 ,  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  8  p . m . ,  f r o m  S a i g o n

SYSTEM ? B E L I E V E  T H I S  IMPORTANT DURING PRESENT D E L I c A T E  
S I T U A T I O N .

A D V I S E .

G P - 3 .  TAYLOR ' - '
. BT ' . r. \

CF*N GP"*3 '-ii*  ̂  ̂
N O T E :  A d v a n c e  c o p y  t o  S / S - 0  A u g u s t  2 7  a t  8 : 5 8  a . m ^  \  

P a s s e d  ^ - i - t e ^ o u s e - ^ D Q D a . m .  ___

■SfiCRET'
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INCOMING TELEGRAfJS Department of State
38=32

Action

SV N

Info

-S f iGRjL'T-

0 2 2 9 2 r
m  AU6 27 /IM 7 3a

W N N Z C Z C M J A 9 7 9  
T  RUEHCR RUFGWP RUFHDN 

DE RU M JIR  2 3 A  2 7 / 0 9 5 0 Z  
P 2 7 0 9 3 5 Z _ J £ 4 _ _ _

‘A M i i M l j A S S Y . S A l G O ^
TO R U E H C R /S E C S T A T E  WASHDC 
INFO RUFGWP/AMEMBASSY P A R I S  
RUMJNO/AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY V I E N T I A N E  
RUM TEX/AM EMBASSY BANGKOK 
RUMJDH/AMCONSUL HONGKONG 
RUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON
r u h l h q / c i n c p a c
STATE GRNC i
b t  ■

- 0  E t r - R E T ACTION P R I O R I T Y  D E P T ........... .........  ........... ................... .........
PHNOM PENH 8 1 ’ V I E N T I A N E  5 4  BANGKOK 6 0  HONGKONG .84  LONDON 5 0  
CINCPAC 3 0 1  FROM SAIGON AUG 2 7 ,  6  PM /

FOLLOWING ITEMS FROM PERRUCHEAT 1 8 0 0  LOCAL AUG 2 6 :

FRENCH c u l t u r a l ' CENTER AT DA NANG, - E A R L IE R  REPORTED BURNED 
BY MOB, WAS ONLY SLIG H T LY  DAMAGED ACCORDING TO REPORT BY 
TELEPHONE 1 7 0 0  LOC/^L.  THERE HAD BEEN NO RPT NO A N T I -F R E N C H  
DEMONSTRATION, AND F I R E  HAD BEEN SET WHEN PART OF MOB B E L I E V E D  
ENEM IES HAD FLED TH ER E .  TWO ATTENDANTS PUT OUT SMALL F I R E .  
T H I S  CULTURAL CENTER WILL BE USED AS ASSEMBLY POIN T FOR THE  
SOME 8 0  FRENCH C I T I Z E N S  IN  D/  ̂ ,NANG AREA I F  EVACUATION BECOMES 
CFN 5 7 8  6 1  8 1  5 4  6 0  8 4  5 0  3 0 1  2 7  6  1 8 0 0  2 6  1 7 0 0  8 0

I ^ I N F O  P R I O R I T Y  P A R I S  61

PAGE TWO RUMJIR.  2 5 A -g" S C R E T -----
NECESSARY. , ,, .

FRENCH EMBASSY RECE,IVED N EU TRA LIST  TRACT AUG 2 5  FROM " S A I G O N -  
CHOLON-GIA DINH COMMITTEE OF MOVEMENT FOR NEU TR A LIZA TIO N  
OF V IE T N A M " .  A PP E A LS  FOR C E A S E F I R E  BETWEEN FNLSVN RPT FNLSVN 
AND GVN RPT GVN AND "GENEVA CONFERENCE TO RESOLVE ALL oROBLEMS 
OF I N D O C H I N A " .  ' P O U C H I N G  T E X T .

FRENCH B E L I E V E  B E S T t C H O I C E  FOR NEW C H I E F  I S  MINH "B E CAU SE 
HE I S  SOFT AND F L E X I B L E " .  . EMBOFF D I S A G R E E D ,  REMINDED PERRUCHE 
MINH WAS IN EF FE C TU A L AND ANATHEMA TO C A T H O L I C S ,  S A I D  EMBASSY 
S T I L L  BE L IE V E D  KHANH WAS BEST AVAILABLE CANDIDATE.

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 'RAC OOV •SECRET
By ,NARA.Date
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-2 -  578 August 27, 6 p.m. firm Saigon

PERRUCHE S A I D  "DO MAU MUST BE KAPPY THAT AUG 16 POWER GRAB 
BY KHANH HAS BEEN REVOKED, BECAUSE HE WOULD HAVE BEEN EX PELLED  
FROM GOVERNMENT."  DO MAU APPEARED VERY SURE OF H I M S E L F  
AT AUG 2 6  MEETING OF MRC. WHEREAS IN PAST PERRUCHE HAD ATTACKED 
DO MAU B I T T E R L Y  AS MAN BEHIND ANTI-^FRENCH DEMONSTRATIONS,
TODAY H I S  REMARKS WERE DEVOID OF ANY H O S T I L I T Y .  HE D ES C R IB ED  
DO MAU AS D I S L I K E D  BUT FEARED AND RESPECTED AS FORMER DEUXIEME 
BUREAU C H I E F .  S A ID  HE WAS P R IM A R IL Y  O P P O R T U N I S T I C  AND ONLY ■ 
SECONDARILY A N T I - F R E N C H .  - ;

NGUYEN TON HOAN HAD PLAYED H I S  CARDS BADLY, COMING OUT WITH 
CFN 2 5  16  2 6  •

PAGE THREE R U M J IR  2 5 A ' 3 E C r - £ - T "
STRONG ANTI-KHA'NH CIRCULAR LETTER WHEN HE B EL IEV ED  KHANH . 
F I N I S H E D .  HE MAY YET REGRET T H I S .  HOAN RECENTLY SOLD H I S  
RESTAURANT IN  P A R I S  FOR N IN E  M I L L I O N  OLD FRANCS C $ 1 8 , 0 0 0 )  ,
AND .BOUGHT V I L L A  I N  VALLEY OF CHEVREUSE FOR 2 5  M I L L I O N  
C $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 ) .  PERRUECHE ADDED THAT ” ALL" VIETNAMESE O F F I C I A L S  
AND S EN IOR O F F I C E R S  HAVE BEEN SENDING AS MUCH MONEY TO FRANCE 
AS P O S S I B L E  RECENTLY.!  ' i

IN  EFFORTTO DRAW ioUT PERRUCHE AND KNOWLEDGEABLE F I R S T  .SECRETARY 
MICHEL P E R R I N  ON F L N - S V N ,  EMBOFF REMARKED THAT FRONT COULD 
CAUSE MUCH MORE TROUBLE .AT PRESENT I F  I T  HAD A REALLY POPULAR 
HEAD INSTEAD "OF STRAW MAN NGUYEN HUU THO. P E R R I N  R E P L I E D  
FRONT WAS NOT RPT, NOT: OBLIGED TO USE ONE OF I T S  OWN p E O P L E  
TO MAKE TRO U BLE,  WOULD NOT RPT NOT SEEK TO CARRY OFF REVOLUTION 
AT T H I S  T I M E ,  WOULD ONLY SEEK MORE " C O N C I L I A T O R Y "  GVN AS F I R S T  
S T E P .  BOTH B EL IEV ED  WHEN FRONT GOT AROUND TO REACTING TO 
CURRENT P O L I T I C A L  TURBULENCE I T  MIGHT S T E P  UP URBAN TERRORISM 
TO CREATE CLIMATE MORE L I K E L Y  TO PUSH PEOPLE TOWARDS N EU TR A LIS T  
SOLUTION. BOTH B EL IEV ED  RECENT CARAVELLE 

BOMB WAS VC RPT ^
VC TERRORISM FOR T H I S  P U R P O S E .  T H I S  TERRORISM WOULD! CONTINUE ' 
AND IN C R EA SE REGARDLESS WHO SUCCEEDED KHANH. PERRUCHE CLAIMED 
CFN $ 1 8 , 0 0 0  2 5  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  . V .

i' 1 • ' '
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- S E C R E T -----

- 3 -  5 7 8  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  6  p . m .  f r o m  S a i g o n

PAGE FOUR R U r U I R  2 5 A - S E C R -5 - - ^  ' !
FRENCH HAD NO RPT NO CONTACTS WITH FRONT IN SAIGON "O R  EVEN 
IN  PHNOM PENH AND EVEN L E S S  IN  P A R I S " .  CLAIMED THAT SOME 
MONTHS AGO WHEN PLANTER WAS KIDNAPPED BY V C ,  FRENCH EMBASSY 
HAD q u e r i e d  FRNECH EMBASSY PHNOM PENH RE P O S S I B I L I T I E S  OF G E T T IN G  
INFO ON H I S  S I T U A T I O N  THROUGH FRONT R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  THERE  
IN PHNOM PENH. REPLY WAS EMBASSY HAD NO RPT NO CONTACT.

FRENCH EMBASSY ESTIMATED THAT KHANH I S  F I N I S H E D  AFTER HE 
APPEARED ON TOP OF TRUCK WITH STUDENT LEADER AND SHOUTED 
-DOWN WITH M I L I T A R Y  D I C T A T O R S H I P " .  I F  HE SHOULD RESUME 
POWER AS RESULT OF SOME AMERICAN PREFERENCE OR I N F L U E N C E ,  
DISTURBANCES WILL RESUME IN  MUCH MORE VIOLENT FORM AND 
NEUTRALIST SOLUTION WILL APPEAR S T I L L  MORE ATTRACTIVE TO ■ 
u r b a n  P O P U L A T IO N .  G P - 3 .  TAYLOR ' :

I ' I
N o t e :  A d v a n c e  C o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  8 : 4 4  a . m .  8 / 2 7 / 6 4

P a s s e d  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  DOD, C I A  a t  9 : 3 0  a . m .  8 / 2 7 / 6 4t I

i: I

I t
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

s s
Info

-  O E C R E T

0 2 2 3 \ \ ] y
P P  RUEHCR RUF3WP RUFHDN ' i%A
DE RU M JIR  2 1 A  2 7 / 0 9 2 5 Z  ' d /  AKI 7
P R 2 7 0 9 0 5 Z  ZEA_------- ^  • - M0 4
FM AMEMBaSSY( 9 ^ G 0 N  J  /
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATt~WASHDC ' 4/
RUEPDA/DOD -
RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE ,  ̂ / W u L
R U E P I A / C I A  - 
INFO RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK ' 

'RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY V I E N T I A N E  
RUMJNO/AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH n F P T  A«I«!TFIFn ^ ‘ 
RUFGWP/AMEMBASSY P A R I S  D E C L / ^ S U < 1 1 ^  o  
RUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON A u t h o n t y  R A C O P O / W t ^ T  
RUALOT/AMEMBASSY .TOKYO , B y  ,N A R A .  D a te  / g 7  
RU HLHQ /CIN CPAC . * 
STATE GRNC , • 

-S  C 0 " f ^ E T-( 5 i 0 N E  0 F T ^ ; A C T I O N  ̂ P R I O R I T Y  D E P t C 5 7 t ) d O D  8 6  WHITE HOUSE 
6 5  C I A  71  i n f o "  B a M K O K  5 9  VTIANE 5 3  PPENH 8 0  P A R I S  6 0  LONDON 4 9  
MANILA 4 1  TOKYO 10  ROME 7 C IN C P A C  3 0 0  FROM SAIGON AUGUST 2 7  5PM

ROME FOR LODGE 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD

L I  M D I  S -
\

DEPTEL 5 0 7

WHILE WE CAN NOT BE SURE THAT WE HAVE ALL THE FACTS NOR THAT 
THE SO-CA LLED  FAC TS WE HAVE ARE FULLY R E L I A B L E ,  WE ARE I N C L I N E D  
CFN 5 7 7  8 6  6 5  7 1  5 9  5 3  8 0  6 0  4 9  4 1 1 0  7 3 0 0  2 7  5PM 5 0 7

PAGE 2  RU M JIR  2 1 A -S  C 0  R C T----
TO VIEW' THE EVENTS S I N C E  ABOUT AUGUST 2 1  UP TO NOON TODAY IN  THE 
FOLLOWING L I G H T :

THE GOVERNMENT WHICH KHANH PUT TOGETHER,  AFTER THE COUp 
OF JANUARY 3 0 ,  1 9 6 4  ACHIEVED A TENUOUS EQ U ILIB R IU M  WHICH 
FUNDAMENTALLY S A T I S F I E D  NO S I N G L E  A C T I V I S T  ELEMENT IN VIETNAM 
P O L I T I C S ,  BUT WHICH D ID  NOT D I S S A T I S Y  ANY S I G N I F I C A N T  P O L I T I C A L
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•2- AUGUST 27, 5 PM, FROM SAIGON (SECTION ONE OF TWO)

GROUP EMOUGH TO CAUSE THE OUTBREAK OF INTRACTABLE O P P O S I T I O N .
AT THE SAME T I M E ,  THE GOVERNMENT I T S E L F  PROVED TO BE L I T T L E  MORE 
THAN A COLLECTION OF IN D I V I D U A L  P E R S O N A L I T I E S  AND A M B IT IO N S  
WHICH PROVED UNABLE TO WORK E F F E C T I V E L Y  TOGETHER OR TO ADDRESS
THEMSEL\/ES C O N S IS TEN TL Y  TO PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL I N T E R E S T .

i

KHANH FROM THE START SEEMS TO HAVE LACKED CONFIDENCE IN  MOST OF 
THE P O L I T I C I A N S  IN H I S  CABINET (AS WELL AS TH EY  IN EACH OTHER)
AND TO HAVE REFRA INED  FROM A S S IG N IN G  THEM OTHER THAN TOKEN 
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y .  H I S  I N C O M P A T I B I L I T Y  WITH H I S  CABINET DEEPENED 
AND HE CAME TO RELY TO AN EVER GROWING DEGREE UPON THE ’ 
INSTRUMENT OF THE ARMED F O R C E S ,  AND E S P E C I A L L Y  ON GENERAL KHIEM 
(WHO HAD APPARENTLY PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE I N ' B R I N G I N G  KHANH TO 
POW ER) ,  TO ACCOMPLI'SH WHATEVER EF F O RTS  THE GOVERNMENT WAS ABLE 
TO MUSTER I N  THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE V I E T  CONG. EVEN IN 
CFN 2 1  3 0  1 9 6 4

PAGE 3  RUMJIR 2 1 A  0 - f r  0  H E T ■
T H I S  q u a r t e r ,  HOWEVER, HE HAD L E S S  THAN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE AND 
R ECE IV E D  L E S S  THAN WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT.  AND, RIG HT LY  OR 
WRONGLY, HE CAME TO FEEL THAT GENERAL MINH WAS TO SOME EXTENT 
R E S P O N S I B L E  FOR H I S . M I L I T A R Y  AND P O L I T I C A L  PROBLEMS. HE 
THEREFORE CONCENTRATED A GREAT MEASURE OF H I S  A TT E N T IO N ,  IN THE 
PAST SEVERAL WEEKS, UPON THE PROBLEM OF GETTING R I D  OF GENERAL 
MINH IN  A MANNER WHICH WOULD NOT D I S R U P T  T H E  ARMY. ALSO,  HE 
DEVELOPED GENERAL F E E L IN G  THAT P A C I F I C A T I O N  PROGRAMS WERE TOO 
SLOW AND ACHIEVED AT HIGH COST IN L I V E S ,  AND S E N S E D ,  OR THOUGHT 
>iE SENSED A GENERAL MALAISE DEMAINDING DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENTS ON 
S O L U T IO N S .  IN  CASTING ABOUT KHANH H IT ON THE "MARCH TO THE / 
NORTH" THEME AND WITH THE AUGUST US ATTACK ON DRV HE S E I Z E D  THE 
FAVORABLE CLIMATE THUS CREATED TO ATTEMPT EMERGENCY SOLUTION

i  TO PER EN N IAL PROBLEMS AS WELL AS O P P O R T U N I T r  HE F E L T  T H I S  GAVE
1  HIM TO REMOVE MINH.

THE SCHEME HE H I T  UPON TO E L I M I N A T E  MINH ALONG WITH CERTAIN 
UNWELCOME M I N I S T E R S  WAS THE CREATION OF A P R O V IS IO N A L  
CO N S TIT U T IO N  WHICH S I M P L Y  PULLED M I N H ' S  P O S I T I O N  OUT FROM UNDER 
HIM. AS EARLY AS MAY KHANH HAD BEGUN TO TOY WITH T H I S  P R O J E C T ,  
TALKING IN  TERMS OF A " D E  G AULLE-POM PIDOU" SYSTEM AS WELL AS

OEGRg D—
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PAGE 4 RU M JIR  2 1 A - 5 - E C R E T
STRAIGHT P R E S I D E N T I A L  SYSTEM. HE HAD TALKED TO V^ARIOUS 
P O L I T I C I A N S  SUCH AS TGN VAN DO REGARDING THE FORM I T  SHOULD 
TAKE.  I T  I S  Q U IT E  CERTAIN THAT I T  WAS D I S C U S S E D  I N  GREAT D E T A IL  
WITH KHIEM, WHO WAS KHA N H'S  GREATEST ASSURANCE OF M A I N T A I N IN G  
ARMY U N IT Y .  K HIE M ’ S OWN ROLE IN T H I S  DEVELOPMENT I S  SOMEWHAT 
OBSCURE /I.ND THERE ARE SOME I N D I C A T I O N S  THAT HE FOUND THE SCHEME 
I L L - A D V I S E D ,  PARTICULARLY THE E L I M I N A T I O N  OF MINH.  HOWEVER,  
D ISREGARDING OUR ADVICE KHANH F A I L E D  TO L aY E I T H E R  THE NECESSARY  
P O L I T I C A L  OR P U B L I C  GROUNDWORK AND WHEN THE NEW CHARTER EMERGED 
UNDER FORCED DRAFT OVER A WEEKEND AND I T S  AUTHORS BECAME 
I D E N T I F I E D ,  I T  WAS RECOGNIZED BY MANY THAT FORMER CAN'LAO ELEMENTS  
(SUCH F I G U R E S  AS TRAN CHAN THANH, TRAN LE  QUAND AND GENERAL CAO)  
HAD HAD A’ MAJOR ROLE IN DRAFTING I T .  I T  ALSO SEEMED PROBABLE  
THAT m a n y  o f  TH ESE CAN LAO F I G U R E S  HOPED TO PLAY A KEY ROLE IN  
THE NEW GOVERNMENT TO BE E S T A B L I S H E D  UNDER THE NEW CHARTER.  
MOREOVER, AFTER I T  EMERGED IN I T S  F IN A L  VERSION FROM THE MRC, I T  
WAS EVIDENT I^RC HAD PUT MORE OF A S T R A I T  JACKET AROUND KHANH,  
L I M I T I N G  THE INDEPENDENCE OF MRC HE HAD SOUGHT THROUGH H I S  OWN 
F I R S T  DRAFT,  T H U S ,  THOUGH THE CHARTER IN NO WAY CHANGED / 
f u n d a m e n t a l  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  OF MRC ASSERTING SUPREME POWER WITH

PAGE 5 RUMJIR 2 1 A -5 E - G - R E T
KHANH AS LEADER OFSCVERNMENT,  THE CHARTER D ID  PROVIDE FOCAL  
P O IN T AND c a t a l y s t  IN BRINGING DISCONTENTED ELEMENTS TO SURFACE.

KHANH, T H E R E F O R E ,  ' I N  H I S  CONCENTRATION ON THE PROBLe M OF  
MINH,  h a d  CONJURED UP A WHOLE NEW SET OF PROBLEMS  
WHILE ATTEMPTING TO SOLVE AN IMMEDIATE ONE. . . .  -  
TAYLOR
BT •

N O T E :  ADVANCE D E L I V E R Y  TO S / S - 0  AT 8 : 4 7  AM, 8 / 2 7 / 6 4 .

i
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DE R U M JIR  2 2 A  2 7 / 0 9 3 9 Z  
P  R 2 7 0 9 0 5 Z  ZI 
FM AMEMBASSY(SAIGON 
TO R U E H C R / S E C S T A m J A S H D C  
RUEPDA/DOD 
RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 
R U E P I A / C I A
INFO RUMTBK/AMEMBASSy BANGKOK 
RUM J  F S /  AM EM B ASS Y ! V I  ENT IANE 
RUMJNO/AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH - 
RUFGWP/AMEMfeASSYj P A R I S  
RUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON 
RUALOT/AMEMB.i^SSY TOKYO 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
STATE GRNC

C n  E- f - ( S E T ^  O F T ^  ACTION P R I O R I T Y  D E P T ( 5 ^  DOD 8 6  WHITE 
HOUSE 6 5  C I A  71  I N F O ^ N G K O K  5 9  VTIANE 5 3  P P m T 8 0  P A R I S  6 0  
LONDON 4 9  MANILA 4 1  TOKYO 1 0  ROME 7  CINCPAC 3 0 0  FROM SAIGON 
AUGUST 2 7  5PM

ROME FOR LQDGE . - ,

C INCPAC FOR 'POLAD ‘ . . ^ .
: . ■ ■ • ' ; ■ 1' • ■

L I  M D I  S . |i ‘ I

DEPTEL 5 0 7  ' '

THE BUDDHISTS AND S TU DE NT S,  WHO HAVE BEEN F E E L IN G  T H E I R  
P O L I T I C A L  OATS S I N C E  T H E I R  S U C C E S SE S  AGAINST D I E M ,  F E L T  THEY 
HAD^ SUFFERED A SET BACK I N  THE JANURAY 3 0  COUP THAT PUT KHANH 
CFN 5 7 7  8 6  6 5  7 1  5 9  5 3  8 0  6 0  4 9  4 1  10  7  3 0 0  2 7  5PM 5 0 7  3 0

PAGE 2  RU M JIR  2 2 A
IN POWER AND NOW SAW FURTHER SETBACKS I N  P R O S P E C T .  GOADED BY 

T H E M I L I T A N T  T R I  QUANG, THEY SAW THE S P E C T E R  OF DIEM ISM IN  T H E  
COMINATION OF THE PREDOMINANTLY CATHOLIC MRC AND THE OLD CAN LAO,  
I T  SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED I T  WAS ONLY A S P E C T E R  AS AT NO T IM E  
HAD THERE BEEN ANY EVIDENCE OF A GOVERNMENT P O L IC Y  OF 
MISTREATMENT OF B U D D H IS T S .

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED
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•2 - 5 7 7 , AUGUST 2 7 , 5 PM,- FROM SAIGON (SECTION TWO OF TWO)

THE S T U D E N T S,  NETTLED BY SUCH PETTY ANNOYANCES AS AN 1 1 : 0 0  PM 
CURFEW AND C E N S O R S H I P  OF THE P R E S S ,  AND F EARING THE PROSPECT 
OF A MUCH MORE E F F E C T I V E  NATIONAL S E R V IC E  LAW, SAW THE END OF 
SOME OF T H E I R  TE A -H O U S E  L E I S U R E  AND WERE AMENABLE TO L E A D E R S H I P  
OF T R I  QUAN6 AND B U D D H I S T S .  (TH ER E I S  CONSIDERABLE EV ID ENC E OF 
CONCERT BETWEEN BUDDHIJSTS AND STUDENTS ALTHOUGH ALL THE P O I N T S  
OF CONTACT ARE NOT YET E S T A B L I S H E D ) .  ■

THE DAI V I E T ,  TROUBLED BY K HA N H 'S  EFFORT TO UPSET THE P O S T -  
JANUARY GOVERNMENTAL E Q U I L I B R I U M  WERE PROBABLY UNCERTAIN 
REGARDING H I S  REAL MOTIVES AND I N T E R P R E T E D  THE CHARTER OF 
/il^GUST 16  AS P O S S I B L Y  D IR EC TED  AGAINST THEMi.

ALL THREE OF T H E S E  GROU PS,  PLUS D I S S I D E N T  O U T - p O L I T C l A N S  '  ‘ 
BEGAN TO A G I T A T E .  J U S T  HOW MUCH AND HOW-DEEPLY THE V I E T  CONG 
WERE ABLE TO INFLUENCE TH E S E  EVENTS I S  D I F F I C U L T  TO S A Y ;  BUT i T  
c a n  b e  TAKEN FOR GRANTED THAT THEY HAVE BEEN VERY BUSH IN D E E D .  
CFN 1 1 : 0 0  PM 16 '

PAGE 3  R U M JIR  2 2 A " S - B - e - R — E - ¥ -
KHANH, FACED WITH THESE CIRCUMSTANCES,  FOUND H IM SEL F AT 
THE VORTEX OF A PERPLEX IN G  MIXTURE OF F O R C E S .  THE TWO MOST 
EXTREME ELEMENTS HE HAD; TO DEAL WITH WERE THE B U D D H IS T /S T U D E N T  
M I L I T A N T S ,  P E R S O N I F I E D  BY T R I  QUANG, AND THE CAN LA O -C A T H O L IC  
M I L I T A R Y  NOT E N T I R E L Y  LOGICALLY P E R S O N I F I E D  BY GENERAL KHIEM.
IN  BETWEEN WERE A WHOLE ARRAY, SUCH AS HOAN AND THE DAI V I E T ,

. GENERALS XUNG AND T H I  OF I  C O R P S ,  AND THE CATHOLIC CLERGY. 
ALTHOUGH WE P O IN T E D  OUT TO HIM THE DANGERS IN APPEARING TO 
CA P IT U L A T E TO THE ULTIMATUM OF A DEMAGOGIC T R I  QUANG WHO 
REPRESENTED ONLY ONE ELEMENT IN THE COUNTRY., HE SEEMED WILLING 
TO LET THE B U DD H IST S AND STUDENTS D I S P L A Y  T H E I R  STRENGTH,
PERHAPS I N  AN EFFORT TO CONVINCE KHIEM AND THE OTHER GENERALS 
THAT THE MRC D I D  NOT CONTROL ALL OF THE LEVERS OF POWEft. I N . H I S ’ 
F I R S T  M EETING S WITH THE MRC HE S EEM S ,  AT LEAST S U P E R F I C I A L L Y ,
TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PLAY T H I S  FACTOR. AS HE TOLD U S ,  HE FACED 
THOSE MEMBERS o F  THE MRC WHO WERE ASSEMBLED AUG 2 5  WITH THE 
CHOICE OF "SH O O TIN G  T H E I R  OWN YOUNGSTERS" OR MAKING
CO NCESSIO N S TO S A T I S F Y  THE FORCES LED BY T R I  QUAN^.- G IV E N  T H I S

i

OE€RET

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



-3 -  577, AUGUST 27, 5 PM, .FROM SAIGON (SECTION TWO OF TWO)
. . .  i'

D E C I S I O N ,  AND KNOWING THAT KHANH SPOKE WITH THE TREMENDOUS 
ASSET OF CONTINUED T A N G IB L E US S U P P O R T ,  T H E  MRC (REALLY A RUMP 
V E R S I O N )  NOMINALLY ACCEPTED AN ARRANGEMENT WHICH WAS E S S T N T I A L L Y  
CFN 2 5  ' ■

PAGE 4 RU M JIR  2 2 A S E C- R - ^ - T -  ■ , ' :
A C A P IT U L A T IO N  TO T R I  QUANG’ S DEMANDS.

 

AT T H I S  S T A G E ,  HOWEVER, A "BACKLASH" SET I N .  WHEN THE FULL MRC 
CUHICH I S  PREDOMINANTLY CATHOLIC AND P R O - D A I - V I E T )  ASSEMBLED 
IN SAIGON AUG 2 6 ,  THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE GRUMBLING ABOUT THE 
D E C I S I O N  ON D I S S O L U T I O N  TAKEN BY THE RUMP S E S S I O N  ON AUGUST' 2 5 ,
MANY OF THE S EN IOR GEN ERA LS,  WHO HAD P AR TIC P AT ED  IN  THE D E C I S I O N  
AUG 2 5  REVERSED THEMSELVES AND SOUGHT NOT ONLY TO RENEGE 
ON,THE D E C I S I O N  RE D I S S O L U T I O N  BUT A L S O 'T O  OUST KHANH. THE 
GROUPINGS WITH THE MRC WHp CAME TO T H I S  P ERSU ASIO N  WERE NOT 
REPEAT NOT NOT CLEARLY I D E N T I F I E D .  SOME OBVIOUELY WERE A SS O C IA TED  
WITH M INH ,  OTHERS ( P E R H A P S  THE M AJO RITY )  WERE CLOSER TO KHIEM AND 
THE C A T H O L I C S .  , *

AS MATTERS NOW S T A N D , ' T H E  CATHOLIC CROWDS HAVE T/IKE!^ TO THE S T R E E T .  
WHETHER KHANH WILL BE ABLE TO COPE WITH T H I S  CONFUSION AND EMERGE 
AS THE CONTINUING SYMBOL OF AUTHORITY I S  QUESTIONABLE.  H I S  ' 
GREATEST S I N G L E  ASSET -  PERHAPS AS OF THE MOMENT A LEAST , / 
EQUAL TO ALL THOSE P O S S E S S E D  BY H I S  P O T E N T IA L  R I V A L S  F O R ' P O S E R
-  I S  THE CONTINUED,  T A N G IB L E SUPPORT OF THE US FOR HIM PERSONALLY.

THEREFORE,  HE REMAINS VERY MUCH A S I G N I F I C A N T  ELEMENT OF FORCE 
IN THE POWER STRUGGLE.  THE OTHER S I G N I F I C A N T  I N D I V I D U A L  WHO HAS 
CFN 2 6  2 ?  2 5  '

PAGE 5 R U M JIR  2 2 A  G E C R E '-T
EMERGED I N  T R I  QUANG.l HE APPEARS TO BE THE MOST E F F E C T I V E  AND 
P OT EN TIA LLY  DANGEROUS' P O L I T I C A N  I N  VIETNAM AND HAVING 
ACHIEVED T H I S  NEW V I C T O R Y  CANNOT BE EXPECTED NOW T O ' R E T I R E  IN TO  
THE SHADE OF BO T R E E .  THERE ARE SOME I N D I C A T I O N S  THAT HE MAY 
HAVE A M B IT IO N S  EXTENDING BEYOND VIETNAM WITH TALK OF H I S  D E S I R E '  
TO LEAD A N E U T R A L IS T  BUDEHIST GROUPING IN  S E A  THAT WOULD ALSO

" S E O R E T
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 1

HAVE ROOM KOR MOSLEM MALAYA AND IN D O N E S IA .
WE OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO LEARN MUCH MORE ABOUT HIM AND MUST SEE , 
WHAT WE Can DO TO INFLUENCE HIM.

THE GENERALS WHO MAKE UP, THE MRC, BECAUSE OF THE B IC K ERIN G  
AMONG THEM SELVES,  H.^VE ALONG WITH KHANH OBVIOUSLY LOST P R E S T I G E  
AND IN  T H E I R  DEMONSTRATED UNWILLINGNESS. OR I N A B I L I T Y  
E F F E C T I V E L Y  TO USE T H E I R  POWER TO MAINjTIAN P U B L I C  ORDER AND KEEP 
THE GOVERNMENT FU N C T IO N IN G .  T H E I R  CONFRONTATIONS W IT H IN  THE MRC 
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY R EIN F O R C E D I V I S I V E  T E N D E N C IE S  AMONG THE M I L I T A R Y  
AND TEND FURTHER TO P O L A R I Z E  F AC TION S WHICH PREV IOU SLY  E X I S T E D  
BUT WERE DORMAT. WHO AMONG THEM WILL EMERGE!AS THE DOMINANT ‘ 
F I G U R E  I S  UNCLEAR AT T H I S  WRITING, ,
TAYLOR . . '' '
BT NOTE: ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S / S 6  AT 1% AM  ̂ S l n f S i ^ .

i- ii
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a c t i o n :

d a t e :

AUGUST 2 7 ,  1 9 S 4 ,  2 : 1 6  AM

SAIGON

S E C S T A T E ^575_^'1MMEDIATE

AUGUST 2 7 ,  1 PM

i

C e -  N F i n P '  £  N T l - A -  L

FOR THE SECRETARY
t

E X D IS

DECLASSIFIED
Authority
By , NABS, Date

I N  VIEW OF CURRENT S I T U A T I O N  HERE I  WOULD F E E L  E A S I E R  I F  I  i
POSTPONED MY T R I P  TO WASHINGTON FOR AT LEAST A WEEK. I F  YOU ^
CONCUR, SUGGEST SIMULTANEOUS RELEA SE WASHINGTON AND HERE ^
9  AM WASHINGTON T IM E  AUGUST 2 8  THAT T R I P  I S  POSTPONED WITH 1
NEW DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED L A T E R .  , . ■:

FOR PLANNING P U R P O S E S ,  I  WOULD L I K E  TO MAKE NEW SCHEDULE BASED 
CW A R R IV IN G  WASHINGTON SEPTEMBER 7 WITH F I R S t  O F F I C I A L  B U S I N E S S  
OW SEPTEMBER S ( T O  TAKE INTO ACCOUNT E F F E C T  OF LONG LABOR
m Y  WEEKEND).  CAN APPROXIMATELY SAME SCHEDULE BE WORKED OUT * 
FOR ME AS NOW PLANNED?

I F  YOU 'APPROVE T H I S  CHANGE, WOULD A P P R E C I A T E  IMMEDIATE N O T I F I C A T I O N *
OF POSTPONEMENT TO MRS.  M. D .  TAYLOR AND SON C A P TAIN  T .  H .  -i’
TA YLOR,  F T .  L E W I S ,  WASHINGTON. - r

E F N ' 9  2 8  7 8

TAYLOR

N o t e :  A d v a n c e  C o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  2 : 4 5  a . m . ,  A u g u s t  2 7

Passed White House, DOD at 3:38 a.m ., August 27
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Info TO R U E H C R /S E C S T A T E W A S H D C  o c  Al» U  0 9  ^

I N F O  RU HL HQ /CIN CPAC 1?64 AUG 2& ^
S S  STA TE GRNC
G BT ^

^  0  N r - T  P  E II T I  A L E C T I O N  P R I O R I T Y ( ^ 7 0 )  I N F O  C IN C P A C  2 9 6  .. 
FROM SAIGON AUGUST 2 6  9PM —  *1

CINCPAC FOR POLAD ' A
• ' ' ' . 4

RMR T R I  QUANG t o l d  EMBOFF T H l S  NOON THAT HE HAD SENT L E TTER TO
GENERAL KHANH E X P R E S S I N G  SUPPORT OF B U D D H I S T S .  LETTER CONTAINED . 
ONLY TWO " P O I N T S " ' W H I C H  MIGHT BE CO NSID ERED  C O N D I T I O N S  1 )  THAT 
KHANH F IGHT.  AGAINST BOTH COMMUNISTS AND CAN LAO; 2 )  THAT NEW I 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BE E S T A B L I S H E D  W IT H IN  ONE YEAR. QUANG F E L T  '   ̂
KHANH WOULD C E R T A IN L Y  BE ABLE TO A BID E BY TH ESE P O I N T S .  ■

QUANG NOTED TAM CHAU HAD HEARD FROM F A I R L Y  R E L I A B L E  SOURCES OF J  
CFN 5 7 0  2 9 6  2 6  9PM 1 )  2 )  ■

PAGE 2  R U M JIR  2 7 A  C O" N F I  D E H T I  A L —
COUPS PLANNED BY BOTH 5TH  AND 7 T H  D I V I S I O N S .  COMMANDER OF LATTER 
REPORTED TO HAVE THREATENED TO ERADICATE THE B U D D H IST S  " L I K E  
C H R I S T I A N S  HAD E L I M I N A T E D  JEW S ”  I N  SOME WESTERN C O U N T R I E S .  QUANG 
F £ i .T  GENERAL T H I E U  WAS MOST L I K E L Y  O F F I C E R  B EH IN D  P O S S I B L E  5TH  
D I V I S I O N  E F F O R T .

.1-'
QUANG . S A I D  HE WAS NOT TOO CONCERNED ABOUT A DD ITIO NA L STUDENT ’ • 
DEMANDS EMANATING FROM HUE.  HE S A I D  THEY HAD SOME M E R I T  BUT 
CONSIDERED THEM OBVIOUSLY IM P R A T IC A L  AT PRESENT-.  ONLY ONE HE '  I

■CONSIDERED MIGHT BE A P P L IC A B L E  WAS STUDENTS* REFUSAL TO REC O G NIZ E 1 
AS LEGAL M I N ’ S REPLACEMENT BY KHANH AS C H I E F  OF STATE,  UNDER 
VUNG TAU CHARTER.

"S T A T E D  HE WAS NOT WORRIED ABOUT CROWDS IN- HUEy AS HUE P E O P L E  
"HAD D I S C I P L I N E "  AND WOULD KEEP ORDER. S A I D  HE COULD CONTROL H U E ,  

;S I T U A T I O N  E A S I L Y  FROM S A I G O N .  WAS GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT 
DANANG, HOWEVER, WHERE B U D D H IST S  L E S S  WELL-ORGANIZED AND WHERE 
L I V E S  ALREADY BEEN L O S T .  REQUESTED US. A IR CRAFT TRANSPORT HIM 

‘THERE AS HE D I D  NOT TRUST VNAF OR A I R  VIETNAM. ( N O T E :  EMBOFF 
DEMURRED P EN DIN G  FURTHER INFORMATION ON DANANG S I T U A T I O N .  QUANG 

iNOW C O N S I D E R I N G  ATLERNATE METHODS OF COMMUNICATING WITH FOLLOWERS

REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
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-2 - 570, AUGUSTI26, 9 PM, FROM SAIGON

I N  C E N T E R ,  WHICH I S  D I F F I C U L T  BECAUSE HE F E E L S  HE CANNOT- 
CFN 5 T H  7 T H  5 T H

PAGE 3  R U M J I R  27A-  C 0 ~N F  I D E  N T  I  A L '
TRUST TELEPHONE OR T E L E G R A P H ,  AND EVEN PERSONAL EM ISSARY COULD 
NOT ACCOMPLISH J O B  WHICH QUANG B E L I E V E S  DEPENDS ON H I S  
P ER S O NA LITY  A L O N E . )  •

QUANG NOTED FOR SAKE OF UNITY IN  ARMY I T  WAS GOOD THING THAT 4 
GENERALS DON, K I M ,  D I N H ,  AND XUAN WERE ALLOWED TO P A R T I C I P A T E  IN  
MRC M E E T I N G .  F E L T  THEY WERE' ACTUALLY GOOD S O L D I E R S  BUT P O L I T I C A L L Y  
I N - E X P E R I E N C E D .  S A I D  HE COULD "GUARANTEE" THEY WERE NOT REALLY 
P R O -F R E N C H .  ALSO STATED NO O B JE C T I O N  I F  MINH WERE EL EC TED  C H I E F  
OF S T A T E ,  AS LONG AS, HE HAD L I T T L E  MORE THAN SYMBOLIC D U T I E S .  
( N O T E :  QUANG HAS OFTEN DEPRECATED M IN H ’ S A B I L I T Y  
O UTSID E THE PURELY M I L I T A R Y  F I E L D . )

I N  SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION LATE I N  AFTERNOON WITH EMBOFF,  T R I  
QUANG AND TAM CHAU MADE FOLLOWING. P O I N T S :  CA) REPEATED REPORT  
TO E F F E C T  THAT COMMANDERS OF ARVN 5TH AND 7 T H  D I V I S I O N S  WERE 
PLANNING COUP I N  FAVOR OF B I G  MINH AND DALAT GENERALS AND 
BUDDHISTS WERE^c o n c e r n e d  AT DEVELOPMENT. ASKED I F  T H E I R  A TTITUDE 
TO T H I S  REPORT MEANT THAT THEY WOULD BE UNHAPPY I F  B I G  MINH 
WERE ELECTED C H I E F  OF STATE BY CURRENT MEETING O F MRC,  CHAU v  
NODDED A F F IR M A T IV E L Y  (NOTE QUANG’ S O P P O S I T E  A TTITUDE T H I S  N O O N ) • , 
( B )  EMISSARY FROM TAY NINH PRO VIN C E C H I E F  LE VAN TAT INFORMED ,
CFN 4  5 T H  7 T H  . ‘

P A « E  4  R U M J I R  2 7 A - e - e - N - y - f -0  E N T I  A L
CHAU THAT TAT HAD BEEN U RGENTL/  I N V I T E D  TO RETURN TO SAIGON FOR 
CONFERENCE WITH NGUYEN TON HOAN. TAT WANTED .CHAU TO KNOW THAT 
HE HAD REFUSED AND INTENDED TO J d L D  ALOOF FROM P O L I T I C A L  
M ACH IN ATION S;  TAT WOULD SUPPORT ANY MAN WHO COUL/) U N IT E  \
VIETNAMESE P E O P L E  AND D I D  NOT HAVE UNSAVORY RECORD. BU D D H IST S  SAW \  
NO CONNECTION BETWEEN T H I S  REPORTED INTRTG^/E ■ AND THAT INVOLVING \
5TH  AND 7 T H  D I V I S I O N S .  ( C )  NGUYEN TON HOAN HAD I N V I T E D  TAM CHAU S
TO M EET IN G ;  BUT CHAU HAD R E F U S E D .  ( D )  ARCHBISHOP B I N H  HAD WRITTEN j .  
BUDDHISTS L E TTER  RECOMMENDING APPOINTMENT OF TWO BONZES AND TWO |
P R I E S T S  TO S E R V t I N  L I A I S O N  ROLE AND H E L P  E L I M I N A T E  MISUNDERSTANDING ‘ 
BETWEEN F A I T H S .  B U D D H IST S  PLAN/^ED A C CEP T.  EMBOFF E X P R E S S E D  GREAT 
S A T I S F A C T I O N  AT T H I S  D E C I S I O N .  ( E )  BU D D H IST S  WERE MENDING TELEGRAMS / ,  
TO FOLLOWERS I N  HUE AND DANANQ URGING THEM TO BE CALM AND
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P E A C E F U L .  I P B F  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T ,  PHAP T R I  HAD L E F T  FOR DANANG AT ' . f  
NOON TO ATTEMPT TO CALM FOLLOWERS.  ALL BUDDHIST LEADERS P R ES EN T • 
(HUYEN QUANG AND QUANG DO AS WELL AS QUANG AND CHAU) APPEARED 
VERY GREATLY CONCERNED BY S I T U A T I O N  I N  DANANG. ^
TAYLOR
BT • /
CFN 5 T H  7 T H
NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /S-0  AT 12:25 PM 8/26/64 ;
; PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD,' CIA AT 1:40 PM 8/26/64

OOIiPIDDWTIAf:
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Action

S W
Info

S S  
G
S P
F E  
P
CU 
U S I A  
NSC 
I M  
NSA

0 0  RUEHCR
DE RU M JIR  2 6 A  2 6 / U 5 5 Z
0  2 6 1 M 3 Z  ZEA 
FM AMEM8ASSY<^SAIG0?

Author i ty  E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A)  and (D) 
-  ̂ NAKS, D a t e / / / W - 2 - ^

2  1 7  9  9

1 9 6 4  AUG 2 6  AM 8 : 3 8TO S EC S TA TE WASHDC
, s t a t e  GRNC
BT
C_ n  N F 1 - a - ^r.N- ^ T  IMMEDIAT a u g u s t  2 6  8PM

• R E F : D E P T E L  5 1 9

MACV P I O  RELEASED f o l l o w i n g  TEXT TO NEWS MEDIA MORNING AUGUST 
U A 5  I N  RESPO NSE S P E C I F I C  Q U E ST IO N S  FRa-I  NEWSMEN ON F I R I N G  BY 
p / « E R I C A N S  CTEXT TRANSMITTED SAME DATE I N  MACV SUPPLEMENTARY 
‘ P R E S S  TRENDS - 2 0 1 - A ) :

"WHEN THE STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS WERE P A S S I N G  THE DANANG HOTEL 
EM B I L L E T  YESTERDAY M ORNING,  SOME OF THE DEMONSTRATORS ■ 1
STARTED STREAMING I N T O  THE COURTYARD OF THE B I L L E T  AND THOSE AT ] 
THE HEAD OF THE GROUP ACTUALLY ENTERED THE B U I L D I N G .  AT THAT. \  
CFN 5 6  9  2 6  8PM ' 5 1 9  2 5  2 0 1 - A  •• ' " I

PAGE 2  R U M J IR  2 6 A  C - O N F I  D ■■£  N I —L-A-4r-
T I M E ,  TWO SHOTS WERE F I R E D  IN TO  THE A I R  BY US M I L I T A R Y  . ' 
PERSONNEL STANDING ON THE ,ROOF OF THE BUILDING".  . ,

' " I T  I S  R E P O R T E D ‘TH A T AFTER THE SHOTS WERE F I R E D ,  LEADER'S OF- 
•THE DEMONSTRATORS CAME IN TO  THE COURTYARD AND P R EV AIL ED  UPON 

THE DEMONSTRATORS TO RETURN TO THE S TR EE T AND R E J O I N  THE 
MARCH.

' " T H E  TWO SHOTS WERE NOT F I R E D  BY PERSONNEL ON'GUARD DUTY ^AND THE 
ACTION WA5 WITHOUT ANY A U T H O R IZ A T IO N .  THE MATTER I S  UNDER’

^ I N V E S T IG A T IO N .  BY US A U T H O R I T I E S  IN  DANANG."

MACV C O N F I D E N T I A L  MESSAGE TRANSMITTED TODAY CETG 2 6 1 0 4 5 A )
STATES IN P A R T :

{"BOTH ( S E N I O R  ADVISOR I  CORPS AND H I S  DEPUTY) STATE THAT AFTER'
; Ta l k i n g  w i t h  p e r s o n n e l  w h o w e r e  i n  em b i l l e t  a t  t i m e  of s h o o t i n g

THEY ARE CONVINCED THAT STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS WERE HEADED , • -I 
' TOWARD NEARBY CATHOLIC V IL L A G E  FROM OUTSET AND WOULD HAVE GONE ,,.1 
'T H E R E  EVEN I F  SHOTS HAD NOT BEEN F I R E D .  ALSO THAT ROCKS THROWN ^ 
vAT EM B I L L E T  BY DEMONSTRATORS WERE AIMED AT HOUSE-MAIDS STANDING - 
. ON BALCONIES AND LEANING OUT OF WINDOWS, ALL OF WHOM L I V E  IN 
: CATHOLIC V I L L A G E  AND WERE KNOWN TO WORK IN B I L L E T .  ( N O T E :

I N I T I A L  REPORTS I N D IC A T E D  ROCKS MIGHT HAVE BEEN THROWN BECAUSE US 
^PERSONNEL WERE, T A K IN G  P I C T U R E S  OF D E M O N S T R A T IO N .)

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
_______ G O M FID C M ^K A L____ * _____prohibited unless unclassified^
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^-2- 569, August 26, 8  P.M., from Saigon.

C F N ^ D T G ^ 2 6 ^ 1 0 4 5 Z ) ^  DANANG S a YS THAT I T  WOULD HAVE

PAGE 3 R U M J IR  2 6 A  T n  F N T T a l -
BEEN I M P O S S I B L E  FOR D E M O f ^ R A T O R ' i ^ O  If iADVERTENTLY APPROACH 
CATHOLIC V I L L A G E  AS RESULT OF F L E E I N G  FROM SHOTS I N  AIR 
BECAUSE B I L L E T  AND V IL L A G E  ARE SEPARATED BY LARGE PARKING LOT i, 
BOUNDED BY CONCERTINA W I R E .  FURTHER STATED THAT I T  WAS AT LE A S T  
3 0  RPT 5 0  M IN U TE S  AFTER SHOTS WERE F I R E D  BEFORE DEMONSTRATORS ' : 
WALKED AROUNEL CONCERTINA WIRE AND REACHED V IL L A G E  WHERE F I G H T I N G  

 ̂ BROKE OUT. "

SEVERAL HOURS AFTER RELEASE STATEMENT BY MACV, U P I  HERNDON '
REQUESTED CQ-IMENT ON PURPORTED CHARGE BY DANANG STUDENT THAT |
SHOTS BY AMERICANS HAD ^TRIGGERED DANANG R I O T I N G  AND C A S U A L T I E S .
MACV P I O  STUCK TO O R I G I N A L  ANNOUNCEMENT BUT NOTED THAT ON 
DEPARTURE FROM EM B I L L E T  COURTYARD DEMONSTRATORS HAD S T A R T E D .  
RUNNING AND KNOCKED DOWN YOUNtS V IETNAMESE G IR L  WHICH IN TURN ' i 
h a d  U PS E T CATHOLIC V I L L A G E R S .  QUOTATION FROM U P I  STORY THAT ,  ̂
AMERICAN M I L I T A R Y  SPOKESMAN "CONFIRMED AMERICAN SERVICEMAN

( F I R E D  SHOTS WHICH CAUSED’ PREDOMINANTLY BUDDHIST CROWD.................. . '4
■ I S  PURE HERNDON WHO SEEMED DETERMINED TO MAKE NEGATIVE STORY 

OUT OF EXTREMELY U NRELIA BLE R E P O R T .  SOME OF DANANG P A R T I C I P A N T S  , 
MIGHT L I K E  TO S E E  US BLAMED FOR V IO L E N C E  BUT R E A D IN E S S  OF HERNDON 
TO LEND U P I  CHANNELS TO T H I S  TYPE OF CHARGES EXTREMELY 
CFN 3 0

I R R E S P O N S I B L E .  AMERICAN OBSERVERS ON S C B i E  CONVINCED DEMONSTRATORS
PAGE 4 RU M JIR  2 6 A  C 0  N F  I  D

i S ^ I
WERE NOT TRIGGERED BY FEW SHOTS F I R E D  BY AMERICANS.
SUGGEST THAT EXTREME CAUTION SHOULD BE TAKEN . I N  DEPARTMENT ■
CORRECTIVE STATEMENT THAT US NOT RELEASE PU B LIC LY  STATEMENT IN* '  ̂

.MACV C O N F I D E N T I A L  MESSAGE THAT DEMONSTRATORS WERE D ELIB E R A T ELY  ' '  j 
HEADED TOWARD CATHOLIC V I L L A G E  FROM O UT SE T.  T H I S  WOULD PUT. US i  
IN P O S I T I O N  OF CHARGING R E L I G I O U S  MOTIVATION AND WOULD 
UNDOUBTEDLY BRING ABOUT STRONG BUDDHIST REACTION IN  DANANG AND ? 

rP ER H A P S  HUE.  SUGGEST OUR P U B L I C  P O S I T I O N  SHOULD BE TO CONFIRM 
AMERICAN F I R I N G  BUT THAT FROM I N V E S T I G A T I O N  WE CONVINCED F I R I N a  : 
D ID  NOT TR IG G ER  V I O L E N C E .  I F  QUERIED AS TO WHY WE SO C I N V I N C E D ,  | 
SUGGEST DEPARTMENT C I T E  TIM E AND D IST A N CE FACTORS ( S E E  ABOVE) |  
WHICH I N D I C A T E  THERE COULD BE NO RPT NO D IR E C T  R E L A T I C W S H I P  
BETWEEN TWO E V E N T S .  _ : J

TAYLOR
t

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA, 9 : 1 0  A.M., 8 /26/64;
ADVANCE COPY TO S /S -0 , 8:55 A.M., 8 /26 /64 .
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Action

• • • • • ZZ RUEHCR RUFGWP RUFHDN, n  'p i I Q -jv<
SVN DE RUMJIR 2 3 A  2 6 / 1 1 2 5 Z  ^  0

* Z R 2 6 1 1 1 9 Z  Z£fi-------
F>1 A M E M B A S S Y t S « 4 Q l i L ^  .c<,; ^  ,
TO RU EHCR/SECSTSTE WASHDC 7 4 g

SS  INFO RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK >'
G RUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON DECLASSIFIED
o p  RUFGWP/AM EMBASSY P A R IS  .  ̂̂
„  RUHLHQ/CINCPAC Authority

STATE 6RNC NARS, D a t e l ^ ^ ^ f l

FE G - t r N F T  D E N T I  A L ACTION FLASH D E P T < i i i ) l N F O  BANGKOK 5 8
P  LONDON 4 7  'P A R IS  5 9  CINCPAC 2 9 5  FROM SAIGON AUGUST 2 6  TPM
U S IA
j^g(, CINCPAC FOR POLAD

EMBTEL 5 6 6
NBA

MRC MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1 8 0 0 .  COLONEL TKAO, PRESS O F F I C E R ,  
RMR D i a i l S S E D  PRESS STATING NO RPT NO ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD BE MADE

UNTIL TOMORROW.

COMMITTEE REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED FOLLOWING T O P I C S :  SEATING OF 
DALAT GENER.4LS, F U T U R ^ lO F  MRC, AND CHOICE OF NEW PR ESID EN T.

GENERAL THANG ( J - 5 )  MENTIONED IN CORRIDOR THAT MRC WOULD 
CFN 5 6 8  5 8  4 7  5 9  2 9 5  2 6  TPM 1 8 0 0  < J - 5 )

INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State ^

PA 3£  2  RUMJIR 2 3 A  C 0 ?! F I .. £) - g - N T I  A L
PROBABLY RECONVENE TOMORROW AT 9  A«M. BUT T H I S  CANNOT BE TAKEN 
AS FIRM.

ON WAY OUT-OF B U ILD ING  GZr^ERAL KHANH TOLD EMBOFF AND PRESS AIDE 
SIMPSON TO TELL AMBASSADOR THAT^ ISSU E  WAS AS YET UNDEcIDED,
MAIS J E  CR OIS  QUE CAN VA. HE WAS OBVIOUSLY REFERRING 
TO H I S  BID FOR REELECTION.

DALAT GENERALS WERE SENT BACK TO DALAT T H I S  AFTERNOON.
TAYLOR
BT

: ^ ' aW a NCE c o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  7 : 4 8  A . M .  8 / 2 6 / 6 4
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, C I A  AT 8 : 0 5  A . M .  8 / 2 6 / 6 4

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
 G O N F ID E M T IA t:____________ PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State ■ 7

OECRET-

Info

.  -----------
Action PP  RUEHCR

^  DE RUMJIR 08  A 2 6 / 0 6 U Z
O O  P  2 6 0 6 0 6 Z  ZEA_______ _

?M AMEMBASSY SAIGON^
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 
STATE GRNC
BT ' ___ _

- & E C R E T P R I O R I T Y j 5 6 0 U UG 2 6  -  2PM

L I  M D I  S

FOLLOWING I S  TEXT OF HUE’ S 4 8  TO SA IG ON :

_̂____  D E C LA SSIFIE D
Authority 'RAC 
B y J ^ARA. Date

031

J%9AUG 26 m 3  19 

f R I O a i T Y

1. SEVERAL CONVERSATIONS REGARDING GEN NGUYEN CHANH T H I  IN TEN TIO N S  
HAVE b e e n  h e l d  IN .L A S T  FEW DAYS. THEY INTERPRET H IS  LACK OF 
RESPONSE AS SUPPORTING STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS. BOTH V i S  
C H IEF NGUYEN DUG MAI AND ONE OF STUDENT LEADERS HAVE INTERPRETED 
THE LACK OF CROWN CONTROL BY C IV IL  PO LICE AND ABSENc E OF ANY . 
M ILITARY IN  DEMONSTRATION AREA'A S PROOF OF T H I S .  E R IC  WULFF, ' 
MEMBER GERMAN MEDICAL TEAM, AFTER CONVERSATION WITH T H I ,  S A ID  '  
"HE WILL NOT ACT BECAUSE HE I S  TH EIR  (THE STUDENTS) F R IE N D " .

CFN 5 6 0  2 6  2  4 8  1

P a g e  tw o r u m j i r  0 8 a ^  s  c  r  -e  t .

2 .  T H IS  MORNING SECGEN OF HUE UN IV ERSITY CAME TO MY HOME TO 
ASK THE P O S IT IO N  OF THE UNITED STATES GOVT TOWARD KHANH. I  
RE PLIED  THAT WE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE GOVT; AND THAT I  FELT 
THE STUDENTS HAD NOT GIVEN HIM ENOUGH TIM E TO KNOW WHETHER HE 
WOULD BE GOOD C H IE F  OF STATE. —

HE R E PL IE D  THAT MANY PE O PL E , INCLUDING HIMSELF AND FATHER LUAN 
WERE VERY CONCERNED, AB O U TTH E SITUA TION BUT HAD NO GUIDANCE 
FROM SAIGON. HE STATED THAT GEN T H i  WAS THE ONLY MAN WHO 
COULD CONTORL STUDENTS, BUT HE WAS ON T H E IR  S ID E  AND WOULD DO 
NOTHING TO STOP THEM. HE FURTHER ALLEGED THAT? A. T H I  HAD RECEIVED . 
INSTRUCTIONS TO ARREST SEVERAL PEOPLE INVOLVED IN  THE DEMONSTRATION 
(NAMES NOT KNOW), BUT HAS NOT DONE SO. B. T H I HAS FREQUENT PHONE 
CONVERSATIONS WITH LE GUYEN (LEADER LA P TRUONG MAGAZINE AND 
PROBABLE MEMBER LEA DERSHIP GROUP FOR DEMONSTRATIONS).

3 .  I  c a l l e d  o n p r o v i n c e  C H IE F  LATE MORNING TO ASK ASSURANCES 
AMERICAN PROPERTY WOULD BE PROTECTED FROM DEMONSTRATORS. HE 
ASSURED MS H IS  INFO INDICATED THATi DEMONSTRATORS WOULD NOT

S B C R E ^
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

J>ROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED^
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-2 - 560, AUGUST 26, 2 PM FROM SAIGON

VIOLATE AMERICAN PROPERTY, I T O L D  HIM AMERICANS WOULD SEEK TO 
AVOID AREA OF DEMONSTRATIONS. HE THEN GAVE B R IE F  EXPLANATION H I S  
P O S IT IO N , AS FOLLOWS: A . HE HAS BEEN SENDING REPORTS TO SAIGON 
DAILY S IN C E  DEMONSTRATIONS BEGAN, BUT HAS RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIO NS 
FROM SAIGON. B. RE REQUESTED INSTRUCTIONS FROM XUNG, I  CORP 
COMMANDER. XUNG R E PL IE D  HE HAD RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIONS SO ^

PAGE THREE RUMJIR 0 8 A - S E C R E - ^
CAN IS S U E  NONE. C. GEN GHI I S  D O IN G: NOTHING. D . HE I S  POWERLESS 
TO ACT BECAUSE G E N 'T H I  HAS POWER IN HUE. E .  STUDENTS ARE 
WAITING FOR A "BLOODY IN C ID E N T " TO CREATE ATMOSPHERE FOR MORE 
EXTREME A C T I V I T IE S  IN  ALL PROVIN CES. F .  I F  THEY DON’ T GET 
BLOODY INCIDENT THEY MAY ESCALATE EFFORT BY '
ATTEMPTING ENTER GOVT BU ILDING S IN  EFFORT TO GET ONE.

4 .  LATE a f t e r n o o n  I  V IS IT E D  GEN T H I ' t O D ISC U SS CURRENT SITU A TIO N  
AND SECURITY AMERICAN L IV E S  AND PROPERTY. T H I STATED HE 
CONVINCED PROTEST GROUP HAS NO ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIM ENTS. HE 
STATED GROUP DIRECTED BY RESPON SIBLE WELL ORGANIZED COMMITTEE 
OF STUDENTS, PR O FESSO R S, OTHERS. HE a A l M E D  BE IN INDIRECT 
CONTACT WITH LEADERS AND HAVE GIVEN ORDERS NO FOREIGN P E R S O N S .
OR PROPERTY BE TOUCHED. T H I B E L IE V E S ORDERS WILL BE OBEYED BUT 
RE A LIZES P O S S I B I L I T Y  OF EX PLOITA TIO N CROWDS BY VC OR OTHERS.
HE PROMISED ASSIGN ONE COMPANY PLAIN CLOTHES SECURITY FORCES 
GUARD AMERICAN HOMES, O F F IC E S ,  BEGINNING T H IS  DATE. ( I  HAVE 
AFTER, CONSULTATION WITH D IV IS IO N  SENIOR ADVISOR, D ISTR IB U TE D  
MESSAGE REMINDING AMERICAN COMMUNITY GREY ALERT STATUS S T I L L  
IN EFFECT' AND REQUESTING THEY STAY AWAY FROM DEMONSTRATION AND 
HOLD NO HOLD NO LARGE SOCIAL FU N C T IO N S).

(
T H I THEN STATED HE WISHED MAKE " IN T IM A T E "  COMMENTS TO ME.
ESSENCE OF THESE WASj A. GOVT REORGANIZATION OF AUG 16  IMPRUDENT 
AND ACCOMPLISHED TOO H A STILY . B . PROTEST GROUP INCLUDES STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS, PROFESSORS, P O L IT IC A L  PA R T IE S  ALL OVER COUNTRY.
C. GOVT MUST ACT QUICKLY TO M OLLIFY PROTEST GROUP; D . S ITU A TIO N

PAGE FOUR RUMJIR 08 A  - S E C R E T -
MIGHT BE SAVED I F  KHANH OR MINH SPOKE TO POPULACE, BUT SUCCESS  
IMPROBABLE ALTHOUGH "P E O P L E "  WOULD L IS T E N  TO MINH”.  E .  HE HAS 
REQUESTED INSTRUCTIO NS REPEATEDLY BUT HAS RECEIVED NO ORDERS 
from SAIGON FOR THREE DAYS.

c o m m e n t :  i t  s e e m  I .RENT THAT T H I  WILL DO NO NG TO PHYSICALLY 
CONTROL A C T I V I T IE S  xN HUE UNTIL S P E C IF IC A L L Y  OnUERED TO DO SO ;

» g tr r PTTT î ‘

'It'
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-3 - 560, AUGUST 26, 2 PM FROM SAIGON
ii

AND EVEN I F  SO ORDERED I T  I S  QUESTIONABLE WHETHER OR NOT HE WOULD " 
ACT. HE SEEMS STRONGLY TO FEEL THAT PRESENT GOvT HAS LOST SUppORT 
OF PEOPLE AND PROBABLY DOES NOT WANT TO GO DOWN WITH IT  IN  THE 
DEFEAT HE SEES I S  INEVITABL'E . THE ACCUSATION THAT HE HAS DISOBEYED 
ORDERS I S  PROBABLY UNTRUE. H IS  R E L A T IO N S H IP , WHATEVER I T  MAY B E ,  • 
WITH THE DEMONSTRATORS CAN PROBABLY BE J U S T I F I E D  ON THE B A S IS  
THAT IT  ALLOWS SOME CONTROL IN  AN OTHERWISE UNCONTROLLABLE 
S IT U A T IO N . H I S  GUARANTEE OF SECURITY FOR AMERICAN PROPERTY 
SOMEWHAT TARNISHED BY OWN A D M IS SIO N .O F  PO SSIB L E  COMMUNIST 
EXPLOITATION S IT U A T IO N . { (

T H I  HAS ALWAYS APPEARED AS P A T R I O T  j'/HO D I S L I K E S  P O L I T I C A L  
A C T I V I T I E S  AND I S  TREMENDOUSLY POPULAR WITH S TU DENTS,
BUDDHISTS AND OTHER SEGMENTS POPULA|riON. H I S  PRESENT A T T I T U D E .  
MAY BE SHARED BY OTHERS I N  M ILITA RY * r  UNLESS GOVT D E C ID E S  ■
TO MAKE ACCEPTABLE CONCESSIONS TO iS 
SUCCESSFULLY R E L I E V E S  T H I  I T  MAY F I  
NORTHERN BJO  P R O V I N C E S .  G P - 1 .  r-;. 
S IG N ED  THOMSEN
TAYLOR ■ , !■
BT 'j

TUDENTS-‘DEMANDS OR 
>̂ 0 I T S E L F . W I T H  S E C E S S I O N '

NOTE; ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S / S - O  AUsGUST 2 6 ,  
P AS S ED  THE WHITE,  HOU SE,  DOD, CIA  AUjGUST 2 6 ,

;!•

3 : 4 2
m 16

A .M .
A .M . ■>
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0 0  RUEKCR

-SgCRET
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Info

0  2 1 5 0  6 ■ 

I M M E D I A T E

.■564 /13  2 6  Af̂ l 12 l.g

/ /
DE R U M J I R  0 6 A  2 6 / 0 3 3 4 2
0  2 6 0 3 2 6 Z  V L k A ---- ----- ^
FM AWEMB A S S Y / S  AT 
TO R U E H C R /S E C S T A T E  WASHDC 
RUEPWW/WHITEHOUSE 
R U E P I A / C I A  
RUEPDA/DOD WASHDC 
RU H L H Q /C IN CP A C 
STA TE GRNC
BT , ' ; ----- 7

- S - E -  0  R - E  ACTION IMMEDIATE D E P T / 5 5 9 / I N F O  WHITEHOUSE 6 0  - l A  
6 5  DOD 8 1  C I N C P A C - P O L A D  2 8 9  FROM STOSON AUG 2 6  -  11AM

E X D I S

Q I C

AFTER EVENTS AUG 2 5 ,  AND D E S P I T E  FACT THAT MRC P U B L I C L Y  ENDORSED 
KHANH*S C A P IT U L A T I O N  TO S U D D H I S I . D E M A N D S ,  I T  BECAME SOON CLEAR 
THAT MAJOR ELEMENTS OF MRC WERE^^APPY WITH OUTCOME AND WISHED UPSET 
R E S U L T S .  THOSE O F F I C E R S  CENTERED AROUND KHIEM AND T H I E U  IMMEDIATELY 
BEGAN P O L I T I C K I N G  DURING EVENING AND NIGHT OF AUG 2 5  WITH PRIMARY 
PURPOSE O F OUSTING KHANH FRaM P R E S I D E N C Y .  KHANH, IN  MEA NTIME,
HAD GONE TO VUNG TAU IN  ORDER " G E T  SOME S L E E P "  AND PRESUMABLY 
TO WITHDRAW H I M S E L F  FROM CENTRAL ARENA OF BA R G A IN IN G .

CIN’ EARLY EVENING AUG 2 5 ,  KHIEM AND T H I E U  SOUGHT OUT B I G  M I N H ,  GAVE 
KIM A SOMEWHAT B I A S E D  ACCOUNT OF D A Y ’ S EVENTS AND APPARENTLY L E FT  
MINH WITH I M P R E S S I O N  THAT H E ,  M I N H ,  WOULD BE A STRONG CANDIDATE 
I N  AUG 2 6  MRC E L E C T I O N S  FOR P R E S I D E N T .  OTHER PRO-KHIEM ELEMENTS OF 

IMRC, E S P E C I A L L Y  LAM, WERE BUSY MAKING CONTACT WITH MRC MEMBERS, 
REPORTEDLY SOUNDING THEM OUT ON VOTING P O S S I B I L I T I E S .  I  HAD 
SENT WESTMORELAND TO S E E  KHIEM AND SENT S T I L W E L L  TO SEE T H I E U  DURING 
EVENING TO SOUND OUT T H E I R  STATE OF M IN D .  DURING N I G H T ,  LAM HAD 
I N S I S T E N T L Y  SOUGHT I N F O  FROt-1 H I S  MACV A D V I S E R ,  W IS H ING  TO KNOW US 
GOVT O P I N I O N  OF P O S S I B L E  CHANGE FROM KHANH TO SOME OTHER GENERAL 
AS P R E S I D E N T .  I  HAD ALSO SENT A NOTE TO B I G  MINH ENCOURAGING HIM ,
TO .A T T E N D  MRC MEETING AND CAST H I S  VOTE T H E R E .

ON MORNING AUG 2 6 ,  I  R E C E I V E D  WORD THAT MINH WISHED S E E  ME AT 
9 : 3 0  AM ( E L E C T I O N S  WERE SCHEDULED FOR 1 0 : 0 0  AM).  I  ALSO HAD 
R E C E IV E D  RE P O R T S  RE P O L I T I C K I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  DURING NIGHT OF AUG 2 5 .
I  TH EREFO RE D EC ID ED  UPON AND TOOK FOLLOWING A C T I O N S .
( I )  I  WENT TO S EE MINH ( D E T A I L E D  REPORT BY S E P T E L )  AND TOLD HIM .
US WANTED NO REPEAT NO CHANGE IN GOVT. OUR CANDIDATE WAS KHANH.

( 2 >  I  SENT DE S I L V A  TO S E E  KHIEM TO COMVEY SAME MESSAGE TO H IM .

DECLASSIFIED 

Auihority
R E G R E T

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED

Bv ■ NAES, Date

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

- " " 



— SECRET— ~

; - 2 -  5 5 9 , AUGUST 2 6 , 11 A.M.,, FROM SAIGON

( 3 >  I  SENT GEN LAM’ S MACV ADVISER TO SEE LAM AND TELL HIM WE HAD 
NO REPEAT NO ALTERNATE CANDIDATE TO KHANH^

( 4 )  a f t e r  t h e s e  EVENTSCAT ABOUT 9 : 4 0 ) .  I  TELEPHONED KHANH, REPORTED 
MY CONVERSATION WITH M IN H , ASSURED HIM OF OUR SU PPO RT, AND 
WISHED HIM GOOD LUCK IN  E L E C T IO N S .

IT  WAS MY CO N V IC TIO N , IN TAKING THESE ACTIONS, THAT US COULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT PO SSIB LY  AFFORD CONFUSION THAT WOULD RESULT .FROM 
LOSS OF KHANH, THAT INTERNAL MANEUVERS HAD TO BE STOPPED SOMEWHERE, 
AND t h a t  KHANH I S  INDEED THE BEST BET WE HAVE IN CURRENT . 
CIRCUMSTANCES* I  AM NOW AWAITING REPORT ON RESULTS OF ELECTIO N ,  
TAYLOR

NOTE; ADVANCE COPY TO S /S -O , 1 2 :2 7  A. M. ,  8 / 2 6 / 6 4
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

C O U F I D E i r r T A L

4 0

—

0 0  RUEHCR
DE RUM JIR 0 3 A 2 6 / 0 2 2 0 Z
0 ^ 6 0 2 0 0 Z  Z E A _ ____ : . .  r ISo/i AUG 2 5  < ^ ' ' U I |0 2  ^

Info FM AMEMBASSYC ^ A lG O fO  U 2  I 4  9  0
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATEW ASHDC 
INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC ^

_______ RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK I M M E D I A T E
RUMJNO/AMEMBASSY PHNOMPENH . , ,
RUM JF S /A M  EMBASSY V IE N T IA N E
STATE GRNC '

~&-U N T  1 L) i  N T I ' A  L -A C T IO N  DEPT IM M E D IA T E (5 i i )  INFO 
CINCPAC 2 8 8  BANGKOK 5 6  PPENH 7 8  V IEN TIA N E 5 2  FROM SAIGON .
AUGUST 2 6 ,  10  AM »

CINCPAC FOR POLAD ' '*

L IM D IS  '

LAST NIGHT T R I  QUANG TOLD EMBOFF HE WAS PLEASED WITH KHANH’ S 
ACCEPTANCE OF BUDDHIST AND STUDENT DEMANDS. NOTED THAT BUDDHISTS 
WOULD NOW SUPPORT KHANH AND GVN FULLY. WHEN ASKED WHAT FORM 
T H IS  SUPPORT WOULD TAKE, QUANG R E PL IE D  IN IT A L L Y  WORD WOULD 
BE PASSED DOWN INFORMALLY TO BUDDHIST FAITHFUL THAT GyN NOW 
HAS. IN T E R E ST S OF " P E O P L E "  IN  MIND AND SHOULD BE SUPPORTED BY 
CFN 5 5 8  2 8 8  5 6  7 8  5 2  2 6  10

PAGE TWO RUM JIR 0 3 A - e o m T O T T H t -  /
ALL GOOD BUDDHISTS, SAID HE THOUGHT IT  UNWISE FOR BUDDHIST 
ASSOCIATION OR HIM SELF TO IS S U E  O F F IC IA L  PR O aA M A T IO N  AT T H IS  
TIM E BECAUSE OF CATHOLIC REACTION,

QUANG ALSO SAID HE WOULD IS S U E  AN ANT I-COMMUN1ST STATEMENT I F  
AND WHEN I T  BECAME NECESSARY, THOUGH HE MUCH PREFERRED TO WORK 
AGAINST COMMUNISTS BEHIND SCENES TO PRESERVE H IS  C R E D IB IL IT Y  
AND PREVENT RUMORS THAT HE HAD BEEN BOUGHT OFF BY GVN AND 

lAMERlCANS, CLAIMED HE WAS NOW COMPILING L IS T  OF A T R O C IT IES 
COMMITTED BY VC AGAINST BUDDHIST PAGODAS, BE LIE V ER S, ETC .
AND INTENDED TO CIRCULATE I T  WHEN COMPLETED.

QUANG SA ID  THE BUDDHISTS MIGHT "RECOMMEND" SOME GOOD MEN TO
■ KHANH FOR GOVERNMENT P O S T S , THOUGH OF COURSE HE HIM SELF DID 

NOT INTEND TO P A R T IC IP A T E  NOR TO APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE ANY 
CANDIDATES.

DECLASSIFIED re p ro d u c tio n  fro m  th is  copy is 
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^ j C Q W l D E H T T A r r  

- 2 -  5 5 8  , AUGUST 2 6 ,  1 0  A .M . , F̂ROK SAIGON

EMBOFF EMPHASIZED N ECESSITY  OF PRESERVING UNITY OF VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE AND ALLAYING FEARS OF OTHER R E L IG IO U S  GROUPS PARTICULARLY 
CATHOLICS. NOTED VIOLENCE IN DA NANG BETWEEN BUDDHISTS AND 
CATHOLICS S T I L L  REPORTED OCCURRING. QUANG SA ID  THE DA NANG

PAGE THREE RU M JIR 0 3 A - 6  0  N T  r  P E N r - I  A L 
INCIDENT HAD HIM WORRIED AND ASKED FOR FURTHER D ETAILS SO HE 
COULD TAKE ACTION TO PREVENT FURTHER TROUBLE (N O T E: ADDITIONAL 
D ETA ILS ON DA NANG IN CID EN TS AND CONTINUED STUDENT UNREST IN 
HUE PASSED ON TO QUANG LATER IN  E V E N IN G .)  QUANG STATED pO S S lB L Y  
VC OR CAN LAO ELEMENTS STIRR IN G  THINGS UP AND HE WANTED TO 
SEE 9 U IL T Y  P A R T IE S .P U N IS H E D  SEVERELY.

QUANG CLAIMED VOA BROADCASTS DEPLORING STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
a n d "SLA N D ERIN G " BUDDHISTS HAD CAUSED SOME A N T I-U S  F E E L IN G .
BUT HE HAD QUIETED T H I S  BY EXPRESSING H IS  OWN O PIN IO N  THE US 
HAD BEEN IN  TOUCH WITH KHANH DURING THE C R I S I S  AND PERHAPS 
HAD GIVEN HIM GOOD ADVICE ALONG THE WAY. EMBOFF PROTESTED US 
CERTAINLY NOT INVOLVED DIRECTLY IN KHANH*S D E C IS IO N  AS T H IS  
WAS ST R IC T L Y  INTERNAL^ VIETNAMESE A F F A IR S ,  THOUGH OF COURSE 
EMBASSY MAINTAINED CLOSE CONTACT WITH GVN AS USUAL. QUANG CLAIMED 
HE WAS CAREFUL TO NOTE HE HAD EXPRESSED OWN O PIN IO N ONLY,
WHICH WAS NOT O F F IC IA L  BUDDHIST L I N E .

QUANG EXPRESSED FEARS OF COUP AGAINST KHANH BY CAN LA O-DA I 
V IE T  ELEMENTS. SA ID  BBC BROADCAST PREDICTED COUP. (N O T E ;
T H IS  SOMEHOW PROVED TO QUANG LACK OF B R IT IS H  GOOD-W ILL, ■ , • 
AND SHOWS H I S  S E N S IT IV IT Y  TO FOREIGN NEWS BROADCASTS.)
STATED AS SAFETY MEASURE HE WAS NOT SLEEPING IN H IS  USUAL ROOM 
AT AN QUANG PAGODA. SAID I F  KHANH OVERTHROWN OR NOT ELECTED 
BY MRC TODAY, BUDDHISTS WOULD OPPOSE H I S  SUCCESSOR.

QUANG STATED HE INTENDED TO GO ABROAD SOON TO EXPLAIN V I E T 
NAMESE BUDDHIST. P O L IC IE S  TO OTHER BUDDHIST NATIONS.

COMMENT: QUANG IN  RELAXED, CONFIDENT MOOD, BUT OBvlOUSLY 
HAD NO INTENTION OF SHARING IN  R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  OF GOVERNING 
COUNTRY, H I S  P O S IT IO N  OF POWER WITHOUT R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  REMAINS 
D IS Q U IE T IN G . TAYLOR 
BT
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