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THE WHITE H O U S E

T Q P ^ g C R l n  W A S H I N G T O N

S e p te m b e r  20, 1964

MEM ORANDUM  FO R T H E  R EC O R D :

S u b jec t:  T he Gulf of T o n k in  In c id en t ,  S e p te m b e r  18.

Our f i r s t  in fo r m a t io n  on th is  e p iso d e  c a m e  a t  ab o u t 9:15 F r i d a y  m o r n ­
in g ,  W ash in g to n  t i m e . S u b se q u en t  m e s s a g e s  d u r in g  th e  m o rn in g  m ad e  
i t  c l e a r  th a t  th e  e p iso d e  w as  no t c o m p a r a b le  to  th o s e  of A u g u s t ,  in  
th a t  th e  r e p o r t in g  w as  m o r e  c a u t io u s  an d  the  ev id en ce  of a c tu a l  h o s t i le  
a t t a c k  th in  to  n o n - e x i s t e n t .

A t  noon  on F r i d a y  we r e v ie w e d  in  Bob M c N a m a r a 's  o ff ice  the  p o s ­
s ib i l i t i e s  fo r  a d d i t io n a l  r e p ly .  T he  in i t i a l  p r o p o s a l  of the  Jo in t  C hiefs  
w as  th a t  we shou ld  a t t a c k  th e  m a jo r  POL. in s ta l l a t io n s  in  the  H a n o i /  
H aiphong a r e a ,  th a t  in  o r d e r  to  co n d u c t  th e s e  a t t a c k s  we m u s t  f i r s t  
a t t a c k  and  n e u t r a l i z e  the  M IGs in  th e  s a m e  a r e a .  D e an  R u s k  op p o sed  
so  l a r g e  an  a c t io n  r ig h t  f r o m  the b e g in n in g ,  u rg in g  in s te a d  th a t  if  the  
e p iso d e  p ro v e d  to  be c o n f i rm e d  a t t a c k  on our f o r c e s ,  we sh o u ld  ex ec u te  
a  s t r i k e  b u t  a t  a  lo w e r  l e v e l  of f o r c e .  Bob M c N a m a r a  e l i c i t e d  f r o m  
G e n e r a l  L e M ay  th e  in fo r m a t io n  th a t  s t r i k e s  in  th e  s o u th e r n  p a r t  of 
N o r th  V ie tn a m  w ould  n o t  r e q u i r e  n e u t r a l iz in g  a t ta c k s  on th e  M IG s. 
M c N a m a r a  th e n  in s t r u c t e d  th e  J o in t  S ta ff  to  w o rk  on t h r e e  a l t e r n a t iv e  
o r d e r s :  (1) to  a t t a c k  th e  a i r  and  o il  in s t a l l a t io n  in  the  n o r th  in  and  
a ro u n d  H anoi; (2) to  a t t a c k  s e le c te d  t a r g e t s  in  the  sou th ; and  (3) to  
co n tin u e  p a t ro l l in g ,  p e r h a p s  c l o s e r  to  the  1 2 -m ile  l in e  o r  e v en  in s id e  
i t .

A t abou t 2:30 w e m e t  w i th  th e  P r e s i d e n t  in  th e  M a n s io n  - - S e c r e t a r y  
M c N a m a ra ,  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r ,  M r .  M cN augh ton , T o m m y  T h o m p so n  
and  m y s e l f .  (D ean  R u s k  had  a  lu n c h eo n  m e e t in g  w h ich  he cou ld  no t 
b r e a k . )  The P r e s i d e n t  p ro v e d  v e r y  s k e p t i c a l  ab o u t the  ev id en ce  to 
d a te ,  and  he w a s  d e ep ly  annoyed  th a t  le a k s  a p p a r e n t ly  f r o m  the  
P e n ta g o n  w e r e  p ro d u c in g  p r e s s u r e  f o r  a  p u b lic  s t a t e m e n t  b e fo re  w e 
knew  w h a t  w e w a n ted  to  s a y .  He p r e s s e d  hi®  ̂ own s k e p t i c a l  v iew s and 
m a d e  i t  c l e a r  th a t  he w as  no t i n t e r e s t e d  in  r a p id  e s c a la t i o n  on so  f r a i l  
e v id en c e  and w i th  a  v e r y  f r a g i l e  g o v e rn m e n t  in  South  V ie tn am . He 
a u th o r i z e d  a  b r i e f  i n t e r i m  s ta t e m e n t  a s  d r a f t e d  by M c N a m a ra  d u r in g  
the  m e e t in g ,  and  he a u th o r iz e d  p r e p a r a t o r y  o r d e r s  fo r  the  s t r i k e  a g a in s t
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s o u th e r n  t a r g e t s  no t d e fen d ed  by M IG s .

T h ro u g h  the a f te rn o o n ,  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t s  m a d e  it  m o r e  and  m o r e  c l e a r  
th a t  t h e r e  w a s  no p ro o f  of a  p r e m e d i t a t e d  to rp e d o  b o a t  a t t a c k .  The 
o p in ion  h a rd e n e d  a g a in s t  any  f u r t h e r  im m e d ia te  m i l i t a r y  r e p ly .  The 
P r e s i d e n t  co n tin u e d  s k e p t i c a l .  He r e s i s t e d  any  s u g g e s t io n  of a 
f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t .  The p r e p a r a t o r y  o r d e r s  w e r e  c a n c e l le d .  By 
F r i d a y  e v en in g , a t  th e  top  of the  G o v e rn m e n t ,  i t  w as  b e l ie v e d  th a t  
th e  m a t t e r  shou ld  be en d ed , an d  th a t  w e sh o u ld  tak e  o v e rn ig h t  to  s ee  
w h a t  e l s e  cou ld  be l e a r n e d  - -  e s p e c ia l l y  f r o m  a i r  and  s e a  s e a r c h  by 
d a y l ig h t .

By S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g  it  w as  c l e a r  th a t  th e  s e a r c h  had  p ro v e n  n e g a t iv e .  
S u m m a r y  r e p o r t s  f r o m  G INCPAC a n d  o th e r s  s o m e w h a t  h a rd e n e d  the 
ev id en c e  th a t  v e s s e l s  had  b e e n  in  the  a r e a ,  bu t the  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n  
w as  th a t  th e s e  v e s s e l s  had  no t a t t e m p te d  a n  a g g r e s s iv e  a t t a c k .  In 
th e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  the  P r e s i d e n t  r e v ie w e d  and  a u th o r iz e d  a  s t a t e ­
m e n t  by  S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  (a t ta ch e d  a t  T ab  A ), and  h im s e l f  a g r e e d  
to  c o n d u c t  a  b a c k g r o u n d e r  w ith  th e  W hite  H ouse  p r e s s  (a t ta c h e d  a t  
T ab  B).

In th is  m e e t in g  in  the  C ab in e t  R o o m  b e tw ee n  11 and 1, th e  fo llow ing  
w e r e  p r e s e n t :  The  P r e s i d e n t ,  R u s k ,  B a l l ,  M c N a m a ra ,  T h o m p so n ,  
M cN augh ton , V an ce ,  W h e e le r ,  R ow an , C a r t e r ,  R e e d y ,  B . S m ith ,  
M cG . B undy . In th is  m e e t in g  th e  P r e s i  d e n t  co n tin u ed  to  m a k e  
c l e a r  h is  v e r y  g ra v e  doub t th a t  t h e r e  had  b e e n  any  h o s t i le  v e s s e l s ,  
l e t  a lo n e  an  in te n t  to  a t t a c k .  M c N a m a r a  s u m m a r i z e d  the  e v id en c e ,  
ad d u c in g  no t only  the c o n tin u o u s  r a d a r  c o n ta c t s ,  bo th  s e a r c h  and  
f i r e  c o n t ro l ,  b u t  two s e a m e n 's  e y e w itn e s s  r e p o r t s ,  a  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  
of s ig h t in g  w a k e s  f r o m  c o v e r in g  a i r c r a f t ,  and  a n  in t e r c e p t  w h ich  
a p p e a r e d  to  in d ic a te  a B R ! ^ r e p o r t  th a t  D R tf  sh ip s  w e r e  u n d e r  a t t a c k .  
T he  P r e s i d e n t  found on ly  t h e  i n t e r c e p t  p e r s u a s i v e  (and i t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t  
th a t  e v en  th is  e v id e n c e  w as  c o u n te r e d  by  a  l a t e r  a n a ly t ic a l  r e p o r t . )

T he P r e s i d e n t  p r e s s e d  h is  doubts  w ith  G e n e ra l  C a r t e r ,  who a s s e r t e d  
h is  own b e l ie f  th a t  i t  w as  p r o b a b le  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  v e s s e l s .  S e c r e t a r y  
R u sk  p u t  the  p ro b a b i l i ty  a t  99%. S e c r e t a r y  R u s k  a l s o  p r e s s e d  on the 
P r e s i d e n t  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of no t s e e m in g  to  doub t ou r n a v a l  o f f ic e r s  
on the  s p o t .  T h e s e  o f f ic e r s  w e r e  c o n v in ced  th a t  th e y  had  b e e n  fa c in g

T O P  s e c r e t
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th e  e n e m y ,  and  an  e x p r e s s io n  of doub t f r o m  W ash in g to n  w ould  be 
d a m a g in g .  The P r e s i d e n t  r e p l i e d  s o m e w h a t  s h a r p ly  that he w as  
no t p lan n in g  to  m a k e  a  r a d io  b r o a d c a s t  on the  m a t t e r  bu t t h a t  he d id  
th in k  i t  im p o r ta n t  to  find out e x a c t ly  w h a t  h a p p en e d .  He a l s o  r e p e a te d  
h is  i r r i t a t i o n  a t  hav ing  h is  hand  f o r c e d  by an  A P  r e p o r t  o b ta in ed  
f r o m  s o m e  ju n io r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r .

S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  r a i s e d  w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t  the  q u e s t io n  of r e n e w ­
ing de Soto  p a t r o l s  a t  an  e a r l y  d a te .  G e o rg e  B a l l  r a i s e  s h a r p ly  the  
q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  a n  e a r l y  r e s u m p t io n  of th e s e  p a t r o l s  w as  w i s e .  He 
p o in te d  out th a t  b e fo re  the  A u g u s t  p a t r o l  t h e r e  had  b e e n  a  l a p s e  of 
s ix  m o n th s  iij t h e s e  p a t r o l s ,  an d  th a t  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  va lu e  w as  l im i t e d .
He b e l ie v e d  th a t  if  we sh o u ld  now lo s e  a  d e s t r o y e r  in  su c h  p a t r o l s  
t h e r e  w ould  be a  v e r y  g r a v e  q u e s t io n in g  bo th  h e r e  and  a b ro a d  a s  to  
the  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  o u r  hav ing  ta k e n  s u c h  r i s k s  f o r  a  l im i t e d  r e t u r n .
The P r e s i d e n t  a g a in  found c o n s id e r a b le  f o r c e  in  th is  a r g u m e n t .

The P r e s i d e n t  a s k e d  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  to e x p la in  the  m i l i t a r y  v a lu e  of 
de  Soto p a t r o l s .  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  s a id  th a t  th e  p a t r o l s  w e r e  d e s i r a b l e  
b u t  no t e s s e n t i a l .  They  o b ta in e d  e le c t r o n ic  e v id en c e  on the  d e fe n s iv e  
d i s p o s i t io n s  of the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e .  M u ch  of th is  in fo r m a t io n  
cou ld  be o b ta in e d  by a e r i a l  p a t r o l s ,  b u t  s u r f a c e  p a t r o l  w as  a  u s e f u l  
s u p p le m e n t .  M o re  im p o r ta n t  to  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  w as  th e  g e n e r a l  
p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  w e sh o u ld  no t a llow  o u r s e lv e s  to  be  d e n ied  f r e e  m o v e ­
m e n t  on  th e  h ig h  s e a s .  S e c r e t a r y  R u sk  s u p p o r te d  th is  a r g u m e n t  
s t r o n g ly  by say in g  th a t  th e  " b a n d i t s "  in  N o r th  V ie tn a m  f in a l ly  n eed ed  
to  know th a t  we w e r e  in  the  a r e a  and  had  no in te n t io n  of be in g  d r iv e n  
o u t .  T he  P r e s i d e n t  s a id  he found f o r c e  in  th e s e  a r g u m e n ts  and  w as  
h im s e l f  q u i te  r e a d y  to  co n tin u e  th e  p a t r o l s ,  w ith  a l l  t h e i r  d a n g e r s ,  
p ro v id e d  t h e r e  w e r e  s o l id  and  p e r s u a s i v e  r e a s o n s  fo r  doing s o .  He 
p o in te d  ou t th a t  a t  so m e  t im e  in  th e  fu tu re  a  b r u t a l  p r o s e c u t o r  l ik e  
T o m  D ew ey  m ig h t  be a sk in g  how we got in to  th e s e  t r o u b l e s ,  and  he 
w a n ted  to  be s u r e  th a t  th e  a n s w e r s  w ould  be good. flJHe r e m in d e d  the  
g ro u p  of the  P e a r l  H a r b o r  h e a r in g s ,  and  s a id  th a t  he d id  n o t  w is h  to 
hav e  h is  p eo p le  p lay in g  te n n is  o r  r id in g  h o r s e b a c k  w hen  th e y  sh o u ld  be 
a v a i la b le  fo r  c r u c i a l  d e c i s io n s .  T he  P r e s i d e n t  th e n  in s t r u c t e d  S e c r e t a r y  
M c N a m a r a  and  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  to  p r e p a r e  a  g e n e r a l  a r g u m e n t  show ing  
the  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  f u r t h e r  de Soto  p a t r o l s ,  and  in c lu d in g  bo th  m i l i t a r y  
a r g u m e n ts  and  p o l i t i c a l  a r g u m e n ts  l ik e  th o se  of S e c r e t a r y  R u s k .  He 
a s k e d  th a t  S e c r e t a r y  B a l l  s e r v e  a s  c r i t i c  of the  a r g u m e n t  th u s  d ev e lo p ed  
so  th a t  he cou ld  m a k e  a  ju d g m e n t  on the  m a t t e r .
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T he P r e s i d e n t  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  th a t  f u l l  co n t in g e n cy  p lan n in g  be 
d e v e lo p ed  so  th a t  if any th in g  sh o u ld  h a p p en  to  th e  de  Soto p a t r o l ,  
the  G o v e rn m e n t  w ould  be  r e a d y  f o r  im m e d ia te  and  a p p r o p r ia t e  
r e p ly .  The P r e s i d e n t  w a n ted  to  be q u ite  s u r e  th a t  w e had  a  fu l l  and  
p r o p e r  r e s p o n s e  r e a d y  th a t  w ould  m a k e  th e  e n e m y  "sw allow  h is  
te e th ,  " if he t r i e d  to  s t a r t  a n y th in g .

The P r e s i d e n t  f u r t h e r  d i r e c t e d  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of a  m e s s a g e  to  
G e n e r a l  T a y lo r  a sk in g  fo r  h is  w e ek ly  a s s e s s m e n t  of the  m i l i t a r y  
s i tu a t io n  in  South  V ie tn a m . T he  P r e s i d e n t  p o in ted  out th a t  no th ing  
w ould  be mo;re u s e f u l  in  the  n ex t  s ix  w e ek s  th a n  a  r e a l  s u c c e s s  on 
the  g ro u n d ,  fo r  bo th  d o m e s t ic  and  in te r n a t io n a l  r e a s o n s .  (T his  
c a b le  w as  l a t e r  p re p a re d ,  and  r e v ie w e d  and  a p p ro v e d  by  the  P r e s i d e n t ,
and  is  a t t a c h e d  a t  T ab  4<>

The P r e s i d e n t ' s  s u m m a r y  v iew  of th is  e p iso d e ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  to  m e  in  
a  te le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n  S unday  noon, i s  th a t  i t  is  s t i l l  v e r y  u n c le a r  
th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  any  h o s t i l e  v e s s e l s  t h e r e ,  th a t  i t  w as  h igh ly  
d e s t r u c t i v e  to  hav e  le a k s  b e fo re  we w e r e  r e a d y  to  d e te r m in e  w ha t 
w e w is h e d  to  do a b o u t  th e  m a t t e r ,  th a t  we m u s t  a l l  c o n t r o l  o u r  tongues  
and  a r r a n g e  fo r  t ig h t e r  d is c ip l in e  a t  e v e r y  l e v e l .  (I to ld  the  P r e s i d e n t  
th a t  I m y s e l f  had  no t b e e n  a s  a l e r t  a s  I sh o u ld  have  b e e n  to  the  n eed  
fo r  d i s c r e e t n e s s ,  and  i t  t u r n e d  ou t th a t  he had  h e a r d  m e  t e l l  J a c k  
V a len t i  a t  a  t im e  w h en  he  d id  no t th in k  I n e ed e d  to .  T he  P r e s i d e n t  
o b v io u s ly  h a s  the  p r o b le m  of p r iv a c y  in  h is  own im m e d ia te  d e c i s io n ­
m a k in g  v e r y  m u c h  on h is  m in d .  B u t h is  m a in  c o n c e r n  in  th is  e p iso d e  
is  w ith  lo o s e n e s s  in  m i l i t a r y  c h a n n e ls ,  and  he  in d ic a te d  th a t  he had  
b e e n  a im in g  h is  c o m m e n t  m a in ly  a t  S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a ra  fo r  a c t io n  
in  D O D .)

M cG . B.
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T H E  w h i t e : h o u s e

W A 3  H I N G T O N
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M EM ORANDUM  F O R  T H E  P R E S ID E N T

S U B J E C T : C hrono logy  of the  Gulf of Tonkin

I a t t a c h  the  ch ro n o lo g y  of the  Gulf of T onk in  a f f a i r  w h ich  y ou  a s k e d  fo r  
f r o m  M c N a m a ra .  I had  s e n t  i t  b a c k  fo r  c o r r e c t i o n  on a  coup le  of s m a l l  
p o in t s ,  and  I have  r e a d  i t  m y s e l f  to see- i f  I cou ld  sav e  you any  t im e ,  
b u t  m y  c o n c lu s io n  i s  th a t  y o u  w ill  p ro b a b ly  w an t to  r e a d  i t  a l l  the way 
th ro u g h  y o u r s e l f  w hen  yo u  hav e  t im e .

T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no e v id e n c e  w h a te v e r  th a t  the  t im in g  of y o u r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  
a d v e r s e l y  a f fe c te d  the  s u c c e s s  of the  o p e ra t io n  in  any  w ay. A ll  the 
e v id e n c e ,  in d e e d ,  r i in s  the  o th e r  w ay . T he ap p en d ix  to  th i s  r e p o r t  show s 
th a t  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  d id  h av e  the  a i r c r a f t  in  th e i r  s c r e e n s  b e fo re  you 
s p o k e .  The p o s t - s t r i k e  e s t i m a t e s  show th a t  t h e r e  w as  no s ig n if ic a n t  
a l e r t  in  the  p o r t s  s t r u c k  by  the  f i r s t  a t t a c k  f r o m  TICONDEROGA. The 
p la n e s  we l o s t  w e re  lo s t  in  th e  se c o n d  s t r ik e  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  long  
a f t e r  a  c o m p le te  a l e r t  h a d  b e e n  g iven  by the f i r s t  a t ta c k .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  
i s  c l e a r  th a t  you  y o u r s e l f  n e v e r  gave  any  a s s u r a n c e  of the  k in d  H a l lec k  
c la im e d .  F in a l ly ,  the  r e c o r d  of pu b lic  d i s c u s s io n  s u g g e s ts  th a t  G o ld w a te r 's  
c h a r g e s  a n d  H a l l e c k 's  have  b e e n  r e j e c t e d  by  s o b e r  c o m m e n ta to r s  an d  by  
th e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  th is  r e c o r d  does  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  th a t  
we n a r r o w ly  e s c a p e d  a  d a n g e r o u s ly  e a r ly  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of the  a t ta c k s .
T he r e a s o n s  f o r  th is  a r e  f o u r :

(1) A d m ir a l  S h a rp  an d  o th e r  m i l i t a r y  o f f ic e r s  r e p e a te d ly  a s s u r e d  
M c N a m a r a  th a t  i t  w ould  be a  s im p le  m a t t e r  to m o u n t  an  a i r  s t r ik e  in  the  
e a r l y  m o r n in g  in  the  Gulf of T onk in . T h is  a s s u r a n c e  l e d  to  i n i t i a l  p lann ing  
b u i l t  a ro u n d  a  7 p . m .  a n n o u n c e m e n t  h e r e ,  and  w hen  th e s e  e s t i m a t e s  p ro v e d  
g r a v e ly  o p t im is t i c ,  M c N a m a r a  h im s e l f  b e c a m e  in c r e a s i n g l y  im p a t ie n t
a n d  e a g e r  to  g e t  the  m a t t e r  ann o u n ced .

(2) C o m m u n ic a t io n s  in  th is  a r o u n d - th e - w o r ld  o p e r a t io n  w e re  
s lo w e r  th a n  M c N a m a r a  and  S h a rp  e x p e c te d  th e m  to be .  T h u s ,  th e r e  w e re  
r e p e a t e d  d e la y s  in  g e t t in g  the  f in a l  o r d e r s  to e x e c u te  f r o m  W ash ing ton  to  
th e  c a r r i e r s .  T h e r e  w as  a l s o  co n fu s io n  ab o u t  t im e  zo n es  w h ich  c o s t  us 
an  h o u r  of p la n n e d  t im e .

(3) T h is  s a m e  t im e  lag ,  in  r e v e r s e ,  m a d e  u s  s lo w  to  u n d e r s ta n d  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  the  r e a l  o p e ra t io n  and  the  one w h ic h  S h a rp  and 
M c N a m a r a  h a d  in  t h e i r  m i n d 's  ey e .  N e i th e r  of th e m  k new  u n t i l  la te  in  the  
e v e n in g ,  o u r  t im e ,  th a t  t h e r e  woxild be a  t im e  i n t e r v a l  of 2 - 1 / 2  h o u rs
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b e tw e e n  the f i r s t  la u n c h  an d  the  a c tu a l  s t r ik e  in  the c a s e  of TICONDEROGA. 
T h e y  a s s u m e d  40 m in u te s  to  one h o u r .

(4) F in a l ly ,  we w e r e  a l i t t l e  c a s u a l  in  W ash ing ton  about ac ting  
on th is  a c c u r a te  i n f o r m a t io n  of TIC O N D ER O G A 's  s t r ik e  p la n  w hen i t  
d id  a r r i v e .  I t  w as  known^tp M c N a m a r a  in  the P e n ta g o n  and  to o f f ic e rs  
in  the  S itu a t io n  R oom  h e re ^ b e f o re  you w ent on the a i r ,  b u t  no one to ld  
m e  - - o r  yo u  - - a s  f a r  a s  I know . Indeed , Bob M c N a m a ra  does  not 
s e e m  to  hav e  got th is  f a c t  c l e a r l y  in  h is  own m in d , b e c a u s e  in  h is  own 
p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e  j u s t  a f t e r  m id n ig h t  he w ro n g ly  sa id  th a t  the  c a r r i e r s  
"have  a l r e a d y  co n d u c te d  a i r  s t r i k e s  a g a in s t  the N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  b a s e s .  "

T he  n e t  of th is  i s  th a t  we w e r e  s a v e d  f r o m  r e a l  t ro u b le  by  y o u r  own s t e r n  
a n d  r e p e a t e d  in s i s t e n c e  on p o s i t iv e  a s s u r a n c e  th a t  the  p la n e s  w e re  in  the 
a i r  w e l l  b e fo re  you s p o k e ,  and  by  the  o th e r  f a c ts  c i te d  e a r l i e r .

Bob M c N a m a r a  i s  the  a b l e s t  m a n  in  the g o v e rn m e n t ,  b u t  w hen  he m a k e s  
a b a s i c  d e c is io n  and  g e ts  up  a  h e a d  of s te a m ,  he does  no t a lw ay s  k eep  
the s h a r p e s t  eye out f o r  new  e v id e n c e .  O th e rs  of us  cou ld  have  b een  
m o r e  a l e r t  th a n  we w e re  to  h e lp  g u a rd  a g a in s t  th is  one w e a k n e s s  of an 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m a n .

a .

M cG . B.
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IN T RO D U CTIO N

T h is  is  a  c h ro n o lo g ic a l  a c c o u n t  of the  e v e n ts  of T u e sd a y ,  
A u g u st  4, 1964 and  W ed n esd ay , A u g u s t  5, 1964 a s  th ey  r e l a t e  to  
the  a t t a c k s  on the  d e s t r o y e r s  MADDOX and  C  TU R N ER  JOY in 
in te r n a t io n a l  w a te r s  by p a t r o l  b o a ts  of the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  
N avy an d  the  s u b se q u e n t ly  e x e c u te d  r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e s  a g a in s t  
th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  by n a v a l  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  the  USS C O N S T E L ­
LA TIO N  and  TICONDEROGA.

No ch ro n o lo g y ,  of c o u r s e ,  c an  e v e r  hope to  c a p tu re  the  fu ll  
f la v o r  an d  in te n s i ty  of th e s e  two d ay s  in  A u g u s t .  T he ev en ts  w e r e  
c o m p lex , the  p r e s s u r e s  w e r e  g r e a t .  T h ro u g h o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a 
n u m b e r  of b a s i c  th e m e s  e m e r g e .  T h e r e  i s  th e  s e a r c h  fo r  o p tio n s ,  
a s  w o rd  of th e  se c o n d  a t ta c k  on th e  d e s t r o y e r s  f i l t e r s  in  e a r ly  on 
the  m o rn in g  of A u g u s t  4 th . T h e s e  o p tions  m u s t  be sh ap e d  n o t  only 
to  the  im m e d ia te  p r o b le m  of d ea l in g  sw if t ly  and  s h a r p ly  w ith  th e  
P T  B oat B a s e s  bu t m u s t ,  in  th e  s e le c t io n  of a d d i t io n a l  r e i n f o r c e ­
m e n ts ,  d e a l  a s  w e ll  w ith  th e  long  r a n g e  s t r a t e g i c  im p l ic a t io n s  of 
the  s i tu a t io n .  T h e re  is  a  p e r io d  of c a r e fu l ly  re f in in g  th e s e  o p tions  
fo r  the  P r e s i d e n t ,  the  u l t im a te  d e c is io n  r e s t i n g  in  h is  h a n d s .
P la n n in g  th e  s t r i k e  o c c u p ie s  a  good p a r t  of th e  a f te rn o o n  of the  
4 th , c o u p led  w ith  the  i n s i s t e n t  d e m a n d  th a t  the  a t ta c k s  on the  
d e s t r o y e r s  be  v e r i f i e d  c l e a r ly  and  co n v in c in g ly .  T h ro u g h o u t  
the  ev en in g ,  w o rd  is  a w a i te d  fo r  the  f i r s t  la u n ch ,  s ig n a l l in g  the  
s t a r t  of th e  r e t a l i a t o r y  r e s p o n s e .  The la u n c h e s  beg in  a t  10:43 P M , 
E D T , and  the  P r e s i d e n t  go es  on the  a i r  w ith in  th e  h o u r  to  announce  
o u r  a c t io n  to  th e  w o r ld .  F in a l ly ,  th e  s t r i k e  i t s e l f  is  c o m p le ted ,  
a  r e m a r k a b l y  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e ra t io n .

T he c h ro n o lo g y  h a s  r e l i e d  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  on c a b le s ,  r e c o r d in g s ,  
m a p s ,  n ew s  r e l e a s e s ,  m in u te s  of r e l e v a n t  m e e t in g s ,  and  d i s c u s s io n s  
w ith  M e s s r s .  M c N a m a ra ,  V an ce ,  Bundy, M cN augh ton  and  G e n e ra l  
W h ee le r .

It  m u s t  be  r e m e m b e r e d  th a t  m u c h  of the  a c t io n  r e p o r t e d  is  
o c c u r r in g  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  - th e  P e n ta g o n ,  in  
CIN CPA C H e a d q u a r te r s  H ono lu lu , T onk in  Gulf, the  South C hina  
Sea , an d  the  t a r g e t  a r e a s .  M ost of th e s e  lo c a t io n s  a r e  in  d i f f e r e n t  
t im e  z o n es ,  and  r e p o r t s  of the  a c t io n  a r r i v e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r v a l s .
F o r  e a s e  of r e f e r e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a l l  of the  t i m e s ,  u n le s s  o t h e r ­
w is e  in d ic a te d ,  a r e  W ash in g to n  E a s t e r n  D a y lig h t  T i m e .
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Saigon  t im e  i s  12 h o u r s  l a t e r  than  E D T . Gulf of T onkin  tf\£P 
t im e  is  11 h o u r s  l a t e r :  th e  D e s t r o y e r s  in the  Gulf of T onk in  k ep t 
Saigon t im e ,  w h ile  the  C a r r i e r s  t h e r e  u s e d  Golf of T onk in  t im e  
beg inn ing  in the  l a t e r  a f te rn o o n  (EDT) of A u g u s t  4. CIN CPA C 
(Honolulu) t im e  is  6 h o u r s  e a r l i e r  th a n  E D T . T h u s ,  fo r  e x am p le ,  
10:00 A M  in  W ash in g to n  i s  10:00 P M  Saigon t im e  and  4:00 A M  
H onolu lu  t im e .

T he v a r io u s  a b b r e v ia t io n s  u s e d  th ro u g h o u t  a r e  th e se :

GINCPAC - C o m m a n d e r - in - C h ie f ,  P a c i f ic  - 
A d m ir a l  S harp

CIN C PA C FL.T  - C o m m a n d e r - in - C h ie f ,  P a c i f ic  F l e e t -  
A d m ir a l  M o o re

C O M S E V E N T H F L T  - C o m m a n d e r ,  S even th  F l e e t  -
A d m ir a l  J o h n so n

:^ r  0 E e r v c : ¥  -
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TUESDAY

AUGUST 4TH , 1964

7:40 AM  (7:40 P M , A u g u s t  4, Saigon t im e ) :  T he  MADDOX 
r e p o r t s  th a t  an  a t t a c k  a p p e a r s  im m in e n t  f r o m  a c t io n s  ta k e n  by 
u n id e n t i f ie d  v e s s e l s .  T h e  MADDOX, in  c o m p an y  w ith  th e  C. TU R N ER  
JOY, is  h e ad in g  s o u th e a s t  n e a r  th e  c e n t e r  of th e  Gulf of T onk in  in  
in te r n a t io n a l  w a te r s  a p p ro x im a te ly  65 m i le s  f r o m  th e  n e a r e s t  lan d .  
T h e s e  sh ip s  im m e d ia te ly  go on th e  a l e r t .  (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  
r e p o r t  a t  abou t 9:30 A M . )

8:13 A M : F i r s t  w o rd  of a  p o s s ib le  a t t a c k  on the  MADDOX 
is  r e c e iv e d  a t  th e  P e n ta g o n  by  th e  DIA In d ic a t io n s  C e n te r  o v e r  th e  
phone f r o m  NSA. W hile  on th e  phone , a  copy of the  NSA f ie ld  \init 
m e s s a g e  a r r i v e s  an d  c o p ie s  a r e  d e l iv e r e d  s o m e t im e  abou t 9:00 a . m .  
to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e fen se  M c N a m a ra ,  an d  th e  C h a i rm a n  of the  
J o in t  C h ie fs  of S ta ff  W h e e le r .  T h e  m e s s a g e  s t a t e s  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  
" im m in e n t  p la n s  of DRV n a v a l  a c t io n  p o s s ib ly  a g a in s t  DeSoto 
m is s i o n "  g a th e r e d  f r o m  COM INT.

8:36 AM  (8:36 P M , A u g u s t  4, Saigon  t im e ) :  T he  MADDOX 
e s t a b l i s h e s  i t s  f i r s t  r a d a r  c o n ta c ts  w ith  tw o u n id e n t i f ie d  s u r f a c e  
v e s s e l s  a n d  t h r e e  u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r a f t .  U. S. f ig h te r  a i r c r a f t  a r e  
th e n  la u n c h e d  f r o m  th e  USS TICONDEROGA to  p ro v id e  th e  MADDOX 
a n d  the  T U R N E R  JOY w ith  p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  p o s s ib le  a t t a c k s  f r o m  
th e  v in identified  v e s s e l s  a n d  a i r c r a f t ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  the  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  p r e v io u s ly  i s s u e d  d i r e c t i v e s .  A t th i s  t im e ,  the  
TICO N D ERO G A  i s  lo c a te d  a p p ro x im a te ly  100 n a u t ic a l  m i le s  E a s t  
N o r th  E a s t  of Da N ang . (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  r e p o r t  a t  abou t 
10:30 A M .)

9:08 AM  (9:08 P M , A u g u s t  4, Saigon  t im e ) :  The MADDOX 
r e p o r t s  th a t  th e  x in identified  a i r c r a f t  h av e  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  i t s  
r a d a r  s c r e e n  b u t  th a t  th e  s u r f a c e  v e s s e l s  a r e  s t i l l  r e m a in in g  a t  
a  d i s ta n c e .  U. S . a i r c r a f t  f r o m  th e  TICONDEROGA a r r i v e  and  
c o m m e n c e  d e fe n s iv e  p a t r o l  o v e r  th e  MADDOX a n d  the  C. TU R N ER  
JO Y . (NMCC r e c e i v e s  th i s  r e p o r t  a t  11:04 A M .)
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9:12 AM: M c N a m a ra  c a l l s  the  P r e s i d e n t  and  t e l l s  h im  
abou t the  N SA /D IA  in te l l ig e n c e  w a rn in g  he h a s  j u s t  r e c e iv e d  
th a t  the  MADDOX is  on th e  a l e r t  a g a in ,  w ith  th e  p r e s e n c e  of 
h o s t i le  s h ip s  r e p o r t e d .

9:19 AM: W h ee le r  i s  now in r e c e i p t  of s e v e r a l  m e s s a g e s ,  
inc lud ing  the  N SA /D IA  c a b le ,  in d ic a t in g  th a t  th e  MADDOX m a y  be 
u n d e r  a t t a c k .  He c a l l s  A d m ir a l  G r im m ,  NM CC, an d  a s k s  w h e th e r  
G r im m  h a s  s e e n  any  m e s s a g e s  on the  a t t a c k  and w h e th e r  CINCPAC 
w il l  be ab le  to  r e s p o n d  e f fe c t iv e ly .  G r im m  r e p o r t s  th a t  he h a s  
one m e s s a g e ’, bu t h a s  n o t  t a lk e d  to  C IN C PA C . W h ee le r  th en  s a y s  
he w ill  c a l l  C IN C PA C  h im s e l f .

9:23 A M :(3:23 AM , A u g u s t  4, C IN C PA C  tim e ) :  W h ee le r  
c a l l s  G e n e r a l  M cC u tch eo n  (CIN CPA C J - 3 )  and  a s k s  w h e th e r  he 
h a s  r e c e iv e d  any  w o rd  on an  im p en d in g  a t ta c k  on the  d e s t r o y e r s .  
M cC u tch eo n  s a y s  he h a s  no w o rd ,  b u t  w il l  im m e d ia te ly  check .
W h ee le r  is  i n s i s t e n t  th a t  the  d e s t r o y e r s  " c lo b b e r "  the  a t t a c k e r s ,  
and  m ak e  e v e r y  e f fo r t  to  d e s t r o y  the  h o s t i l e  s h ip s ,  u s ing  
a d d i t io n a l  a i r  s u p p o r t ,  if  r e q u i r e d .

* >!< * 5i«

9:25 A M  - 11:25 AM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

EA R LY  M EETIN G S AT P E N TA G O N

M c N a m a ra ,  D epu ty  S e c r e t a r y  V ance , G e n e ra l  B u rc h in a l ,
C o lo n e l J o n e s ,  and  A d m ir a l  M u stin  of the  J o in t  S taff  m e e t  a t  the  
P e n ta g o n  b eg in n in g  a t  9:25 AM  as  r e p o r t s  of the  a t ta c k  on the  
d e s t r o y e r s  c o m e  in . A s the  s i tu a t io n  g ro w s  m o r e  in te n s e ,  p o s s ib le  
le v e l s  and  t im e  of r e t a l i a t i o n  a r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  an d  t a r  g e t  fo ld e r  s a r e  
e x a m in e d .  H igh on the  l i s t  a r e  th e  P T  b o a ts  a n d  b a s e s  and  s u p ­
p o r t in g  P O L  in s ta l l a t io n s ,  b u t  o th e r  t a r g e t s  su ch  a s  a i r f i e ld s ,  
i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p le x e s  and  b r id g e s  a r e  a l so  s c r u t in iz e d .  C ap ta in  
M il le r  of the  N avy, a  m in e  e x p e r t ,  i s  a l s o  a s k e d  to  jo in  the  m e e t in g  
and  the p o s s ib i l i ty  of m in in g  one o r  m o r e  of the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  
im p o r ta n t  p o r t s  is  d i s c u s s e d .  H e re  i t  i s  p o in te d  out th a t  the  m in e s  
w ould  h av e  to  be  b ro u g h t  to  the  c a r r i e r s  f r o m  Subic  B ay, the  P h i l ip p in e s .
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M c N a m a ra  o r d e r s  th a t  m in e s  be b ro u g h t  to  th e  c a r r i e r s  as  
soon  a s  p o s s ib le .  B u rc h in a l  in fo r m s  M c N a m a ra  th a t  a 
r e t a l i a t o r y  a t t a c k  can  ta k e  p la c e  a t  f i r s t  l ig h t .  M c N a m a ra ,  
d u r in g  th is  t im e ,  c a l l s  the  P r e s i d e n t ,  in fo r m s  h im  th a t  a 
r e t a l i a t o r y  a t ta c k  is  b e in g  p la n n ed ,  and  t e l l s  the  P r e s i d e n t  
th a t  he w il l  c a l l  S e c r e t a r y  R u s k  and  P r e s i d e n t i a l  A s s i s t a n t  
Bundy to  jo in  h im  in  p r e p a r in g  a  n u m b e r  of op tions  to  be 
p r e s e n t e d  to  the  P r e s i d e n t  a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib le .  *

D u r in g  th e s e  d i s c u s s io n s ,  M c N a m a ra  d ev e lo p s  four 
o p tions  fo r  a  s h a r p  l im i t e d  b low  and  one op tion  fo r  con tinuous  
p r e s s u r e  a g a in s t  the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e .  The fo u r  op tions  fo r  
the  s h a r p  l im i t e d  blow  a r e :

1. A i r  s t r i k e s  a g a in s t  P T  b o a ts  and  th e i r  b a s e s .
2. A i r  s t r i k e s  a g a in s t  p e t r o le u m  in s ta l la t io n s .
3. A i r  s t r i k e s  on b r id g e s .
4 . A i r  s t r i k e s  on p r e s t i g e  t a r g e t s ,  su ch  a s  a  

s t e e l  p la n t .

The o p tion  fo r  co n tinu ing  p r e s s u r e  a g a in s t  the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  
i s  to  m in e  im p o r ta n t  p o r t s  a long  th e i r  c o a s t l in e .

M c N a m a ra ,  ab o u t 11:00 AM, s u m m o n s  R u sk ,  Bundy, 
and  the  JC S  and  th e y  a r r i v e  s h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r .

W h ee le r  l e a v e s  W ash ing ton , D. C. a t  10:30 A M  to  k eep  
a  p r e v io u s ly  a r r a n g e d  a p p o in tm e n t  w ith  the  New Y ork  T im e s  
e d i to r i a l  b o a r d  fo r  a  lu n ch eo n  and  o f f - t h e - r e c o r d  d i s c u s s io n .
He a r r i v e s  in  N ew  Y o rk  a t  noon, cind te n  m in u te s  l a t e r  i s  c a l l e d  
by M c N a m a ra ,  w ho t e l l s  h im  to f in i s h  up h is  b u s in e s s  and  r e t u r n  
to  the  P e n ta g o n .  W h e e le r  le a v e s  New Y o rk  a t  3:00 P M , a r r i v e s  
a t  the  P e n ta g o n  a t  4 :30  P M , an d  im m e d ia te ly  m e e t s  w ith  B u rc h in a l .

'T* 'r "r

=f=McNamara m a d e  t h r e e  c a l l s  to  th e  P r e s i d e n t  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  
a t  9:43 AM , 10:53 A M  and  11:06 AM .
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9:26 AM  (9:26 P M , A u g u s t  4, Sa igon t im e ) :  T he  c a r r i e r s  
r e p o r t  to  CIN CPA C s ta t in g  th a t  p u r s u a n t  to  JCS o r d e r s  i s s u e d  
on A u g u s t  2, th e y  h av e  la u n c h e d  a  c o m b a t  a i r  p a t r o l  o v e r  th e  
d e s t r o y e r s ,  c o n s is t in g  of 2 F - 8 s ,  2 A - 3 s ,  an d  4 A - l s .

9:30 AM  (9:30 P M , A u g u s t  4, Saigon t im e ) ;  A d d it io n a l  
v e s s e l s  a r e  o b s e r v e d  on th e  MADDOX r a d a r  s c r e e n s ,  an d  th e s e  
v e s s e l s  b e g in  to  c lo s e  ra p id ly  on th e  d e s t r o y e r  p a t r o l  a t  s p e e d s  
in  e x c e s s  of 40 k n o ts .  As th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t  co n tin u e  to  c lo s e  
r a p id ly  f r o m  th e  w e s t  an d  so u th ,  th e  MADDOX e v a lu a te s  t h e i r  
in te n t io n s  a s  hofeifiiie. (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e s s a g e  a t  11 :2 0 .)

9:32 AM  (3:32 AM , A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C t im e ) :  G r im m  
(NMCC) c o n ta c ts  th e  C IN C PA C  duty o f f ic e r .  M a jo r  R o se n b a u m . 
G r im m  r e p o r t s  th a t  th e  N M CC h a s  j u s t  r e c e iv e d  w o rd  f r o m  th e  
MADDOX th a t  a  p o s s ib le  a t t a c k  a p p e a r s  im m in e n t  f r o m  P T  
b o a ts ,  w an ts  to  know  i f  a i r  c o v e r  i s  a v a i la b le ,  a n d  w ha t h a s  b e e n  
done to  su p p ly  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  w ith  an  e f fec t iv e  r e s p o n s e  c a p a b i l i ty .  
G r im m  in d ic a te s  th a t  a d d i t io n a l  m e a s u r e s ,  b ey o n d  th o s e  d i r e c t ly  
in v o lv in g  th e  d e s t r o y e r s ,  a r e  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  in  W ash ing ton .
T h e  duty  o f f ic e r  h a s  no in fo r m a t io n  abou t th e  s i tu a t io n  b u t  ad d s  
th a t  M cC u tch eo n  i s  on h is  w ay in .  G r im m  s a y s  th a t  he  w i l l  a r r a n g e  
f o r  an  open  l in e  b e tw ee n  C IN CPA C ajid W ash ing ton , an d  t e l l s  the  
C IN C PA C  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  th a t  th i s  i s  a  "h o t  o n e . ”

9:52 AM  (9:52 P M , A u g u s t  4, Sa igon  t im e ) :  The d e s t r o y e r s  
r e p o r t  th a t  th e y  a r e  u n d e r  con tinuous  to rp e d o  a t t a c k  a n d  a r e  e n g ag ed  
in  d e fe n s iv e  c o u n te r f i r e  a g a in s t  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  p a t r o l  b o a t s .  
(NMCC r e c e i v e s  th is  m e s s a g e  a t  11:39 AM  an d  11:42 A M .)

10:04 A M (4:04 AM, A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C t im e ) :  M cC u tch eo n  
c a l l s  B u rc h in a l ,  who i s  th e n  in  M c N a m a r a 's  o ff ice . B u rc h in a l  
t e l l s  h im  th a t  th e  P e n ta g o n  h a s  j u s t  r e c e iv e d  a  " f la s h "  th a t  th e  
d e s t r o y e r s  a r e  u n d e r  a t t a c k .  M cC u tch eo n  r e p l i e s  th a t  he  h a s  no t 
s e e n  i t  y e t ,  b u t  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  f le e t  a n d  the  C a r r i e r  T a s k  F o r c e  
h av e  b e e n  a l e r t e d .  T h e  TICONDEROGA, ab o u t 15 m in u te s  aw ay  
f r o m  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  by  a i r ,  i s  a l e r t e d .  So i s  th e  CO N STE LLA T IO N , 
w h ich  h a d  le f t  Hong Kong y e s t e r d a y  a n d  i s  h e a d e d  so u th .  B u rc h in a l
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s t a t e s  t h a t  the  C O N STE LLA T IO N  w il l  be  o r d e r e d  to  m ove  in to  
p o s i t io n  off South  V ie tn a m , in  th e  v ic in i ty  of th e  TICONDEROGA.
He a l s o  t e l l s  M cC u tch eo n  th a t  a  p o s s ib le  r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e  is  
b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  a g a in s t  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  b a s e s  an d  a s k s  h im  
to  ta k e  a  lo o k  a t  s o m e  of th e  p o s s ib le  t a r g e t s  if ,  in  fa c t ,  an  
a t t a c k  i s  c a r r i e d  out a g a in s t  th e  d e s t r o y e r s .  B u rc h in a l  m e n tio n s  
th a t  M c N a m a ra  i s  c o n s id e r in g  a  n ew  s e t  of r u l e s  of e n g ag e m e n t .

10:15 AM  (10:15 P M , A u g u s t  4, Sa igon  t im e ) :  T he  d e s t r o y e r s  
r e p o r t  th a t  th e y  hav e  a v o id e d  to r p e d o e s  an d  hav e  su n k  one of the  
a t ta c k in g  c r a f t .  (NMCC r e c e i v e s  th is  a t  11:52 A M .)

10:19 AM  (4 :1 9  AM, A u g u s t  4, C IN C PA C  t im e ) :  M c N a m a ra  
c a l l s  S h a rp  an d  a s k s  w h e th e r  he  h a s  s e e n  th e  m e s s a g e s  r e g a r d in g  
a  p o s s ib le  a t t a c k  on th e  MADDOX. S h a r p  s a y s  h e  h a s  j u s t  a r r i v e d  
a t  th e  C IN C PA C  C o m m a n d  C e n te r  a n d  th a t  th e  m e s s a g e s  a r e  in .
T hey  d i s c u s s  th e  ’'k i l l "  c a p a b i l i ty  of th e  MADDOX a n d  th e  TU R N ER  
JOY . M c N a m a ra  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  a s s u r in g  th a t  th e  
d e s t r o y e r s  h av e  w h a te v e r  th ey  n e e d  in  th e  w ay of c o m p le te  su p p o r t ,  
a i r  an d  s e a .  M c N a m a ra  t e l l s  S h a rp  to  m a k e  i t  " p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r "  
to  the  d e s t r o y e r s  th a t  th e  o b je c t iv e  i s  to  " d e s t r o y  the  a t ta c k in g  
c r a f t . "  M c N a m a ra  a l s o  in d ic a te s  th a t  a  m o d if ic a t io n  of th e  r \ i le s  
of e n g a g e m e n t  i s  b e in g  s e n t  to  S h a rp .  (See 10:33 e n t r y  b e l o w . )

10:33 AM: A m e s s a g e ,  p e r s o n a l ly  s ig n e d  M c N a m a ra ,  is  
s e n t  f r o m  th e  JCS to  C IN C PA C  m o d ify ing  th e  e x is t in g  r \ i le s  of 
e n g a g e m e n t  f o r  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  an d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t in g  a i r c r a f t .
U n d e r  th e  o ld  rv iles , in  e v en t  of a t t a c k  in  i n te r n a t io n a l  w a te r s  
(11 m i le s  o f f sh o re  o r  m o re ) )  U .S .  F o r c e s  w e r e  to  d e s t r o y  the  
a t t a c k e r s ,  b u t  h o t  p u r s u i t  of a t ta c k in g  f o r c e s  in to  h o s t i l e  w a te r s  
o r  a i r s p a c e  w as  no t a u th o r iz e d  (JCS M e s s a g e  7681, A u g u s t  2,
1964) a n d  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  w e re  to  a p p r o a c h  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  
c o a s t l in e  no  c l o s e r  th an  11 m i l e s .  C o m b a t  a i r  p a t r o l  w as 
r e s t r i c t e d  to  d a y l ig h t  h o u r s  a n d  m a in ta in e d  s e a w a r d  of the  
d e s t r o y e r s  so  a s  to  p r e c lu d e  axiy p o s s ib i l i ty  of o v e rf ly in g  N o r th  
V ie tn am . (JCS M e s s a g e  7680, Ju ly  2, 1964) U n d e r  th e  new  
r u le s  (JCS M e s s a g e  7700), th e  c l o s e s t  a p p r o a c h  to  th e  N o r th
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V ie tn a m  c o a s t l in e  f o r  the  d e s t r o y e r  p a t r o l  i s  11 n a u t ic a l  m i l e s ,  
an d  in  th e  e v en t  of a  h o s t i l e  a t ta c k ,  a i r c r a f t  only  a r e  a u th o r iz e d  
tb  p u r s u e  an d  a t ta c k  th e  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  up to  th e  t h r e e  m i le  l im i t  
of th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  c o a s t l in e .  The m e s s a g e  a l s o  d i r e c te d  
th a t  th e  C O N ST E LL A T IO N  b e  m o v e d  in to  th e  a r e a  off South 
V ie tn a m , w ith  th e  e x a c t  lo c a t io n  a t  th e  d i s c r e t io n  of th e  c o m m a n d e r .  
(Note: A t 5:19 AM, A u g u s t  2, th e  CO N STE LLA T IO N  w as  o r d e r e d  
to  s l ip  q u ie t ly  out of Hong Kong. T he  C O N ST E L L A T IO N  d e p a r te d  
Hong Kong a t  6:01 P M  a n d  p ro c e e d e d  so u th  to w a r d  th e  Gulf of 
T o n k i n . )

10:42 AM (10:42 P M , A u g u s t  4, Sa igon  t im e ) :  The 
d e s t r o y e r s  r e p o r t  th a t  th e y  h av e  ev ad e d  a d d i t io n a l  to rp e d o e s  an d  
h av e  su n k  a n o th e r  of th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t .  O th e r  p r o te c t iv e  a i r c r a f t  
h av e  a r r i v e d  o v e rh e a d ,  b u t  w e a th e r  an d  d a r k n e s s  a r e  h a m p e r in g  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e s s a g e  a t  11:37 A M .)

10:52 AM  (10:52 P M , A u g u s t  4, Sa igon  t im e ) :  The MADDOX 
r e p o r t s  th a t  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  a r e  s t i l l  u n d e r  a t t a c k .  (NMCC r e c e iv e s  
th is  m e s s a g e  a t  12:24 P M .)

10:55 AM  (4:55 AM, A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e ) :  M i l l e r  of 
J o in t  S ta ff  c a l l s  C IN C PA C  a n d  d i r e c t s  th a t  m in e s  be  p la c e d  a b o a r d  
th e  TICO N D ERO G A .

10:59 AM (4:59 AM, A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C t im e ) :  S h a rp  c a l l s  
B u rc h in a l  in  M c N a m a r a 's  o ff ice , an d  a  d i s c u s s io n  of p o s s ib le  
o{>tions fo r  a  r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e  e n s u e s .  S h a rp  s u g g e s ts  HON N E,
HON M E, BEN THUY, a n d  QUANG K H E. B u rc h in a l  in d ic a te s  
th a t  a  n u m b e r  of o p tions  a long  th e s e  an d  o th e r  l in e s  a r e  be in g  
c o n s id e r e d .  S h a rp  s a y s  th a t  a  s t r i k e  co u ld  b e  c a r r i e d  out - -  
” A11 you  hav e  to  do i s  s a y  so"  - -  s t a t e s  th a t  an a r m e d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
a long  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  c o a s t  w ould  be  a d v a n ta g e o u s ,  an d  po in ts  
ou t th a t  th e  C O N ST E L L A T IO N , ab o u t 350 m i le s  f r o m  the  d e s t r o y e r s ,  
i s  c o m in g  in  to  p ro v id e  s u p p o r t .  S h a rp  s a y s ,  "She co u ld  go in  t h e r e  
r i g h t  now a n d  s u p p o r t  th e m  . . . w e ’ve  s p e e d e d  h e r  up to  ge t h e r  
down t h e r e  a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s i b l e . ” T h e r e  i s  a l s o  t a lk  of p ro v id in g  
the  c a r r i e r s  w ith  a  m in in g  c a p a b i l i ty .  B u rc h in a l  t e l l s  S h a rp  th a t  
M c N a m a ra  w an ts  h im  to  g e t  a  m in in g  c a p a b i l i ty  on th e  TICONDEROGA
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as  q u ick ly  a s  p o s s ib le .  S h a rp  s a y s  th a t  i t  m ig h t  tak e  about 
48 h o u r s  to  a c h ie v e  the  c a p a b i l i ty ,  the  p r o b le m  being  to  ge t 
the  m in e s  a b o a r d  the  c a r r i e r s .  He a l s o  r e p o r t s  th a t  he has  
a m e s s a g e  in d ic a t in g  th a t  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  a r e  u n d e r  con tinuous  
to rp e d o  a t t a c k s .

11:18 A M  (5:18 AM , A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e):  S h a rp  
c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  and  p r o v id e s  h im  w ith  the  l a t e s t  s i tu a t io n  r e p o r t  
on the  a t ta c k .  A c c o rd in g  to  S h a rp ,  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  w e re  e x c h a n g ­
ing f i r e  w ith  the  p a t r o l  b o a ts  an d  the MADDOX had  dodged a t  
l e a s t  f ive  t o r p e d o e s .  S h a rp  th e n  s u g g e s ts  th a t  th e  LOG CHAO 
e s tu a r y  be  a d d ed  to  any  l i s t  of t a r g e t s  s in c e  he now h a s  i n f o r m a ­
tio n  i t  is  b e in g  u s e d  a s  a h id ing  p la c e  fo r  the  P T  b o a ts .  When 
S harp  m e n t io n s  the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of an  a r m e d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  " a t  
f i r s t  l ig h t"  a long  th e  c o a s t l in e ,  B u rc h in a l  m a k e s  i t  a b so lu te ly  
c le a r  th a t  M c N a m a ra  is  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r in g  m o r e  s e v e r e  
ac t io n .  He a l s o  in d ic a te s  th a t  t h e r e  is  a  d e s i r e  to a c t  " a t  th e  f i r s t  
l ig h t  b a c k g ro u n d .  " He t e l l s  S h a rp  th a t  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  R u s k  is 
on h is  w ay to  th e  P e n ta g o n ,  and  th a t  m e e t in g s  w il l  be h e ld  l a t e r  
a t  the  White H o u se .  S h a rp  r e i t e r a t e s  th a t  i t  w il l  tak e  abou t 48 
h o u rs  to  a t t a in  a  m in in g  c ap a b i l i ty .

11:30 A M  (11:30 P M , A u g u s t  4, Saigon t im e ):  The 
CONSTELiLATION r e c e i v e s  a p r e l i m i n a r y  a le r t in g  m e s s a g e  s ta t in g  
th a t  fo r  p lan n in g  p u r p o s e s  " th e r e  is  a  s t r o n g  p o s s ib i l i ty  you w ill  
be  d i r e c t e d  on s h o r t  n o t ic e  to  la y  on a r m e d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a t  
s e a  a g a in s t  Sw atow s o r  r e p r i s a l  a t ta c k  a g a in s t  Swatow b a s e s  su ch  
a s  QUANG K H E, B E N  THUY or PHUG LOI. " A t th is  t im e ,  the 
C O N STE LLA T IO N  is  h ead in g  in  a  so u th  so u th w e s t  d i r e c t io n  to 
jo in  the  TICONDEROGA.
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11:20 AM  - 12:30 P M
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 
JCS M E E T

BUNDY AND RUSK A R R IV E  AT PE N TA G O N

11:20 A M ; A t M c N a m a r a 's  c a l l ,  th e  JC S  m e e t  in  M c N a m a r a 's  
dining r o o m  w ith  V ance  a n d  M c N a m a r a .  P r e s e n t  a r e  A c ting  
C h a i rm a n  L eM ay , A d m ir a l  M cD onald , G e n e r a l  Jo h n so n , G e n e r a l  
G re e n e ,  G e n e r a l  G o o d p a s te r ,  B u rc h in a l ,  M u s t in  an d  J o in t  S taff 
a s s i s t a n t s .  M c N a m a ra  in f o r m s  th e  JC S  th a t  h e  h a s  c a l l e d  the  
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  th a t  he  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  a  q u ick  c a p a b i l i ty  to  r e s p o n d .

11:38 AM: R u sk  a n d  G re e r r t  (D eputy  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  of 
S ta te ,  F a r  E a s t e r n  A f fa i r s )  a r r i v e  a t  the  JCS m e e t in g .  At M c N a m a r a ’s 
d i r e c t io n ,  B u rc h in a l  b r i e f s  R u sk .

11:40 AM: Bxmdy a r r i v e s  a t  JCS m e e t in g .  M c N a m a ra  
b r i e f s  B\indy. M c N a m a ra  d e s c r i b e s  th e  f iv e  op tions  l i s t e d  on p ag e  5 
a b o v e .  M c N a m a ra  in f o r m s  th e  g ro u p  th a t  he  h a s  i s s u e d  o r d e r s  
to  have  m in e s  m o v e d  f r o m  Subic  B ay  in to  Da N an g . T h e re  is  a  
d i s c u s s io n  of r e t a l i a t o r y  m e a s u r e s .  M c N a m a ra  an d  Bundy d i s c u s s  
th e  a d v a n ta g e s  a n d  d is a d v a n ta g e s  of a  s h a r p  l im i t e d  b low  su c h  a s  
a i r  s t r i k e s  a n d / o r  th e  con tin u in g  p r e s s u r e  of m in in g  the  N o r th  
V ie tn a m e s e  c o a s t .  M c N a m a ra  t e l l s  L e M ay  th a t  th e  JCS sh o u ld  w o rk  
up  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  f o r  im m e d ia te  a c t io n ,  th e n  r e c o m m e n d e d  a c t io n s  
f o r  24, 48 an d  60 h o u r s  a h ea d ,  w ith  s p e c ia l  e m p h a s i s  on r e i n f o r c e ­
m e n t s ,  su c h  a s  th e  m o v e m e n t  of B -5 7 s  in to  South  V ie tn am  an d  f i g h t e r - 
in t e r c e p t o r s  in to  th e  P h i l ip p in e s .

12:04 P M ; M c N a m a ra ,  R u sk , Bundy, G re e n y  (S tate  D e p t . ) 
a n d  V ance  m o v e  to  M c N a m a r a 's  o ff ice , w h ile  the  JCS co n tinue  
m e e t in g  in  M c N a m a r a 's  d in ing  ro o m .  A t th is  m e e t in g  th e  op tions  
a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e f in e d  to  t h r e e :

1. S h a rp  l im i t e d  s t r i k e s  a g a in s t  su ch  t a r g e t s  a s  P T  
b o a ts ,  P T  b a s e s ,  o il d e p o ts ,  e tc .

2 . C on tinm ng  p r e s s u r e ,  i . e . ,  m in in g  the  V ie tn am  c o a s t .
3. A c o m b in a t io n  of bo th .

T 3 P
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12:20 P M : M c N a m a ra ,  R u sk ,  Bundy and  G re e n e  d e p a r t  
fo r  W hite H o u se .  V ance goes  in to  M c N a m a r a 's  d in ing  r o o m  to 
a s k  JC S  if i t  w ould  m a k e  any  d i f f e r e n c e  w h e th e r  the  r e t a l i a t o r y  
s t r i k e s  w e r e  c o n d u c ted  a t  f i r s t  l ig h t .  JC S  t e l l  V ance th a t  the  t im e  
of a t t a c k  w ould  m ak e  no d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  a m i l i t a r y  s tan d p o in t  bu t 
th a t  f e w e r  p e o p le  w ould  be a t  the  P T  b o a t  b a s e s  and  su p p o r t in g  
in s ta l la t io n s  a t  f i r s t  l ig h t .

12:25 PM : V ance  d e p a r t s  fo r  the  W hite H ouse . The JCS 
con tinue  m e e t in g  u n t i l  1:49 P M . D u r in g  th e i r  m e e t in g ,  a t  JCS 
d i r e c t io n ,  B u rc h in a l  c a l l s  M c N a m a ra  a t  W hite H ouse  to  r e c o m ­
m e n d  the  s h a r p  l im i t e d  r e s p o n s e  option.

^

12:40 - 3:00 P M  

N ATIONAL SECU RITY  COUNCIL M EETIN G  

LU N CH  W ITH THE P R E S ID E N T

A  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u le d  N a tio n a l  S e c u r i ty  C ouncil  M ee ting  
c e n te r in g  on the  C y p ru s  s i tu a t io n  is  in  p r o g r e s s  when M c N a m a ra ,  
R u sk ,  and  Bundy a r r i v e  a t  th e  White H o u se .  M c N a m a ra  b r i e f s  the  
p a r t i c ip a n t s * ,  in c lu d in g  the  P r e s id e n t ,  on the  a v a i la b le  d e ta i l s  of 
the  a t ta c k  on the  d e s t r o y e r s .  R u sk  in d ic a te s  th a t  he ,  M c N a m a ra ,  
a n d  the  JC S  a r e  dev e lo p in g  a  s e t  of o p t io n s ,  bu t th a t  th ey  a r e  no t 
s iaffic ien tly  r e f in e d  f o r  p r e s e n ta t i o n  a t  th a t  t im e .

A t a  lunch , w h ich  b e g an  ab o u t  1:04 P M  and  ended  abou t 
2:50 P M , fo llow ing  th e  NSC m e e t in g ,  the  ty p e s  of r e s p o n s e  and  the 
t a r g e t s  a r e  key  to p ic s .  R u sk ,  M c N a m a ra ,  M cC one , Bundy, and  
V ance  a r e  w ith  the  P r e s i d e n t  a t  lunch .

^ P r e s e n t  a r e  R o b e r t  K ennedy , M cC one, M c D e rm o tt ,  B a l l ,  T a lb o t,  
D illon , R ow an , R ee d y ,  V a len t i ,  C lif ton , B ro m le y  S m ith , and  K o m e r .

£ . s e K C ' i ^
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T he  P r e s i d e n t  a g r e e s  th a t  a  f i r m ,  sw if t  r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e  m u s t  
b e  c a r r i e d  ou t. H e rd ,  a  g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  i s  f o r m e d  on the  
a p p ro a c h  f in a l ly  ta k e n  in  th e  JC S  m e s s a g e  to  C IN C PA C , d ev e lo p e d  
l a t e r  th a t  a f te rn o o n ,  o r d e r in g  th e  s t r i k e s  in to  ex ec u t io n  a g a in s t  
th e  P T  b o a ts  lo c a te d  a t  b a s e s  P O R T  W A LLU T , HON GAY, PH U C  
LOI an d  QUANG KHE an d  LOG GHAO e s tu a r y  a n d  th e  o il dep o t  a t  
VINH. (See th e  5:19 P M  e n t r y  b e lo w .)  T he  m in in g  o p tion , a s  
w e l l  a s  an  a t t a c k  on HAIPHONG, is; r e j e c t e d .  T he  P r e s i d e n t  
a s k s  how  long i t  w ould  ta k e  to  e x e c u te  th e  s t r i k e .  M c N a m a ra  
e s t i m a te s  f r o m  th e  a d v ic e  he  h a s  r e c e iv e d  th a t  a  s t r i k e  coiild  be  
lavinched a t  ab o u t 7:00 P M , (7:00 AM, Saigon  t im e ) .  T he  P r e s i d e n t  
s u g g e s ts  th a t  M c N a m a r a  c a l l  th e  JGS to  c o n f i r m  th e  t im e ,  bu t 
M c N a m a ra  s a y s  h e  w an ts  to  w o rk  i t  out c a r e f u l ly  w ith  th e  JGS on 
h is  r e t u r n  to  th e  P e n ta g o n .

12:22 P M  S h a rp  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  an d  g iv es  h im  th e  l a t e s t  
s i tu a t io n  r e p o r t  on th e  to rp e d o  f i r in g s  a t  th e  d e s t r o y e r s .  E s t i m a t e s  
a r e  th a t  3 to  6 P T  B o a ts  a r e  engaged , w ith  tw o r e p o r t e d  siink, no 
e n em y  a i r c r a f t  a r e  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  a r e a ,  an d  a i r c r a f t  (10 A - l s ,
2 F - 8 s )  f r o m  th e  G O N STELLATIO N  a r e  on s ta t io n  o v e r  th e  
d e s t r o y e r s .  S h a rp  a s k s  th a t  the  d e s t r o y e r s  b e  g iven  p e r m i s s i o n  
to  p u r s u e  P T  B o a ts  to  th e  t h r e e - m i l e  l im i t ,  a n d  th a t  a i r c r a f t  be  
p e r m i t t e d  to  engage  in  h o t  p u r s u i t  o v e r  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  t e r r i t o r y .  
B u rc h in a l  a d v is e s  h im  th a t  th e  r u l e s  of e n g a g e m e n t  a r e  be in g  
c o n s id e r e d  by  M c N a m a ra  an d  th e  JG S. B u rc h in a l  a d v is e s  S h a rp  
to  dig ou t t a r g e t  m a t e r i a l  on PH O C  LOI, QUANG KHE, an d  th e  
VINH o i l  c o m p le x .

12:32 P M  (12:32 AM  Saigon  t im e ,  A u g u s t  5): The d e s t r o y e r s  
r e p o r t  th a t  a t  l e a s t  tw o e n em y  c r a f t  hav e  b e e n  sxink, b u t  th a t  low  
c e i l in g s  co n tinue  to  h a m p e r  th e  a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t io n s .  (NMGG r e c e iv e s  
th i s  r e p o r t  ab o u t 1 1 /2  to  2 h o u r s  l a t e r . )

12:54 P M  (12:54 AM  Saigon  t im e ,  A u g u s t  5): In  a d d i t io n  to  
th e  to r p e d o  a t ta c k ,  th e  TU R N ER  JOY r e p o r t s  th a t  d u r in g  th e  
e n g a g e m e n t  sh e  w as  f i r e d  upon by  a u to m a t ic  w eapons  w h ile  be in g  
i l lu m in a te d  by s e a r c h l ig h t s .  (NMGG r e c e iv e s  th is  r e p o r t  abou t 
1 1 /2  to  2 h o u r s  l a t e r . )
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12:57 P M  (6:57 AM , A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C t im e ) :  CIN CPA C 
sen d s  m e s s a g e  to  JC S  r e c o m m e n d in g  th a t  a u th o r i ty  be g r a n te d  
to  co n d u c t p u n i t iv e  U. S. a i r  s t r i k e s  a s  soon a s  p o s s ib le  a g a in s t  
B EN  THUY, HON M E, QUANG K H E, and  LOG GHAO. (NMGG 
r e c e i v e s  th i s  m e s s a g e  a t  1:27 P M .)

1:01 P M  (7:01 AM , A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e ) :  S h a rp  
c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  and  r e p o r t s  two j e t  a i r c r a f t  h av e  b e e n  s ig h te d  
fly ing  ou t of HAINAN a s  f a r  so u th  a s  DA NANG. S h a rp  s a y s  
th a t  we c an n o t  a f fo rd  to  p e r m i t  h o s t i l e  a i r c r a f t  to  f ly  o v e r  c a r r i e r s .  
S h a rp  th e n  q u o te s  p r o p o s e d  m e s s a g e  on r u l e s  of e n g a g e m e n t  fo r  
a i r c r a f t  w h ich  w ou ld  g r a n t  a u th o r i ty  to  d e c l a r e  h o s t i l e  an d  engage  
any N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e /C h iC o m  a i r c r a f t  w hose  a c t io n s  show 
w ith in  a  " r e a s o n a b le  c e r t a in t y "  th a t  an a t t a c k  on U. S. f o r c e s  
is  in ten d ed . B u rc h in a l  a g r e e s  th a t  the  m e s s a g e  sh o u ld  b e  s e n t  
if  n e e d e d  fo r  the  s e c u r i t y  of C IN C PA C  F o r c e s ,  w il l  n o te  S h a r p 's  
c o m m e n ts  fo r  th e  JC S , and  t e l l s  S h a rp  th a t  a  m e e t in g  is  now 
going on a t  th e  W hite H o u se .

1:03 P M : Bob Ha y e s  a t  th e  W hite H ouse  S itua tion  R o o m  
c a l l s  C ol. N ick o ls  a t  P e n ta g o n  C o m m a n d  C e n te r  and  a d v is e s  th a t  
th e  NSC m e e t in g  h a s  j u s t  b ro k e n  up . M c N a m a ra ,  M cC one, R u sk ,  
Bxindy, a n d  V ance  have  now gone to  Ixinch w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t .  
S i tu a t io n  R o o m  w an ts  to  be  s u r e  th a t  the  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  f r o m  the  
d e s t r o y e r s  a r e  f o r w a r d e d  a t  o nce .

1:24 P M : M c N a m a ra ,  s t i l l  a t  W hite H o u se ,  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  
a t  P e n ta g o n .  B u rc h in a l  t e l l s  h im  th a t  S h a rp  had  r e p o r t e d  the  
p r e s e n c e  of h o s t i l e  a i r c r a f t  (p ro b ab ly  IL«-28's) f ly ing  out of HAINAN 
and  w as  i s s u in g  a  " to  en g ag e "  o r d e r  if the  s e c u r i ty  of h is  f o r c e s  
w as  t h r e a t e n e d  by e n em y  a i r  ( s e e  the  1:01 e n t r y  above) . M c N a m a ra  
is  i n s i s t e n t  th a t  f a s t e r  s i tu a t io n  r e p o r t s  be  o b ta in e d  f r o m  the  
MADDOX and a s k s  th a t  S h a rp  t r y  to c o n ta c t  the  d e s t r o y e r  by r a d io .  
B u rc h in a l  a d v is e s  th a t  the  JC S  have  s e le c te d  the  op tion  invo lv ing  
a i r  s t r i k e s  a g a in s t  PHUG LOI, QUANG KHE, LOG GHAO, and  
the  V IN H -PH U C  LOI o il  c o m p lex .
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1;27 P M  (1:27 AM, A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ) :  T he  D e s t r o y e r  
D iv is ion  C o m m a n d e r  on th e  MADDOX sen d s  a  " F l a s h ” m e s s a g e  to  
C IN C P A C F L T , w ith  JC S  on th e  in fo r m a t io n  l i s t .  The " F la s h "  
s t a t e s  th a t  a  r e v ie w  of the  a c t io n  m a k e s  m a n y  r e p o r t e d  c o n ta c ts  
an d  to r p e d o e s  f i r e d  " a p p e a r  d o u b tfu l" .  " F r e a k  w e a th e r  e f fe c t s "  
on r a d a r ,  a n d  " o v e r - e a g e r "  s o n a r m e n  m a y  h av e  accoxinted fo r  
m a n y  r e p o r t s .  "N o v i s u a l  s ig h t in g s "  h av e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  by  th e  
MADDOX, and  th e  C o m m a n d e r  s u g g e s t s  th a t  a  " c o m p le te  e v a lu a t io n "  
be  u n d e r ta k e n  b e f o r e  any  f u r t h e r  a c t io n .  (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  
r e p o r t  ab o u t  1 1 /2  to  2 h o u r s  l a t e r . )  (Note: S h a rp  r e p e a t s  th e  
s u b s ta n c e  of th is  m e s s a g e  to  B u rc h in a l .  See  th e  1:59 P M  an d  
2:08 P M  e n t r i e s  b e lo w .)

1:28 P M  (7:28 A M , A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e ) :  F o llo w in g  up 
M c N a m a r a 's  r e q u e s t ,  B u rc h in a l  c a l l s  S h a rp  a n d  a s k s  f o r  a  s ta tu s  
r e p o r t  on th e  e n g a g e m e n t .  S h a rp  r e p o r t s  th a t  tw o P T  B o a ts  h av e  
b e e n  sxink b u t  i s  u n c e r t a in  a s  to  th e  to ta l  nximber in v o lv e d  a n d  s ay s  
th a t  s o m e  13 to r p e d o e s  h av e  b e e n  la u n c h e d .  A lso ,  h e  r e p o r t s  th a t  
t h e r e  i s  s o m e  in d ic a t io n  of en em y  a i r c r a f t  in  th e  a r e a  b u t  s a y s  th a t  
a i r c r a f t  f r o m  b o th  th e  TICONDEROGA an d  C O N ST E L L A T IO N  a r e  
on th e  s c e n e .  B u rc h in a l  a s k s  S h a rp  to  o b ta in  a  d i r e c t  r a d io  r e p o r t  
f r o m  th e  sh ip s  en g ag ed .

1:30 P M  (1:30 AM , A u g u s t  5, S a igon  t im e ) :  The d e s t r o y e r s  
r e p o r t  th a t  th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t  h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  b ro k e n  off th e  
e n g a g e m e n t .  T he  MADDOX an d  T U R N E R  JOY a r e  d i r e c t e d  to  
r e s im ie  t h e i r  p a t r o l  in  th e  G ulf of T onk in  a t  d ay lig h t  on th e  5th  of 
A u g u s t .  (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e s s a g e  a b o u t  1 1 /2  to  2 h o u r s  l a t e r . )

1:59 P M  (7:59 AM, A u g u s t  4, C IN C PA C  t im e ) :  S h a rp  c a l l s  
B u rc h in a l  a n d  s a y s  th a t  h e  c an n o t  c o n ta c t  sh ip s  by  v o ic e  r a d io ,  
b u t  t e l l s  h im  th a t  he  h a s  s e n t  m e s s a g e  r e q u e s t in g  th a t  s i tu a t io n  
r e p o r t s  be  e x p e d i te d .  A s fo r  th e  c o m m iin ic a t io n  l in k  b e tw een  
C IN CPA C a n d  th e  d e s t r o y e r s .  S h a rp  s a y s  th a t  " o u r  F l a s h  m e s s a g e s  
hav e  c h o k ed  up  th e  c i r c m t .  I h av e  j u s t  to ld  e v e ry b o d y  to  k n o ck  off 
u s in g  F L A S H ."  S h a rp  s a y s  th a t  th e  l a s t  m e s s a g e  f r o m  th e  sh ip s  
r e p o r t s  th a t  f r e a k  w e a th e r  i s  a f fe c t in g  r a d a r  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  w ith  
m a n y  c o n ta c ts  a n d  to rp e d o  r u n s  doub tfu l.  S h a rp  s a y s  th a t  the  
MADDOX i t s e l f  h a s  r e p o r t e d  no v i s u a l  s ig h t in g s ,  an d  o v e r -a n x io u s
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s o n a r m e n  m a y  h av e  a cc o im te d  f o r  w h a t  th e y  e r r o n e o u s ly  th o u g h t 
to  be  to r p e d o e s .

2;08 P M  (8:08 AM, A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C t im e ) :  S h a rp  a d v is e s  
B u rc h in a l  th a t  th e  l a t e s t  s i tu a t io n  r e p o r t  in d ic a te s  th a t  t h r e e  P T  
b o a ts  h av e  b e e n  siink, a n d  th a t  th e  w e a th e r  i s  d e t e r io r a t in g  an d  
h a m p e r in g  a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t io n s .  S h a rp  e x p r e s s e s  the  v iew  th a t  
t h e r e  i s  no  doubt th a t  a  to rp e d o  a t t a c k  d id  o c c u r ,  bu t ad d s  th a t  m an y  
of th e  r e p o r t e d  to rp e d o  a t t a c k s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  due to  i n a c c u r a t e  
s o n a r  r e p o r t s .  "W h e n e v e r  th e y  g e t  k e y e d  up on a  th ing  l ik e  th i s ,  
e v e ry th in g  th e y  h e a r  on th e  s o n a r  i s  a  to rp e d o ,  " s a y s  S h a rp .

^ 5'!̂

3:00 P M  - 5:15 P M
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

M EETIN G S AT T H E  PE N TA G O N  
T H E  ST R IK E E X E C U T E  M ESSAGE IS D R A F T E D

A t ' th e  P e n ta g o n ,  th e  J o in t  C h ie fs  b e g in  t h e i r  m e e t in g  a t  
3:00 P M * . M c N a m a r a  an d  V ance  a r r i v e  a t  3:06 P M  and  in f o r m  
th e  C h ie fs  th a t  th e  P r e s i d e n t  w an ts  th e  s t r i k e s  to  ta k e  p la c e  a t  
7:00 P M  W ash in g to n  t im e ,  i f  p o s s ib le ,  an d  a t  th e  fo llow ing  t a r g e t s :  
P T  b o a ts  a n d  b a s e s  a t  QUANG K H E, PH O C LO I, P O R T  W A LLU T , 
HON GAY a n d  LOG CHAO, a n d  th e  o il  c o m p le x  a t  VINH. T he  
JCS a g r e e  w ith  th i s  p r o p o s a l .  A t ab o u t 3:25 P M , B u rc h in a l  a l e r t s  
S h a rp  b y  phone  a n d  g iv e s  h im  th e  t a r g e t s  to  be a t ta c k e d  a n d  th e  
t im e  of a t t a c k .  A t 4 :42 P M , M c N a m a ra  a n d  V ance  r e t u r n  to  the  
JCS m e e t in g .  M c N a m a ra  s t a t e s  th a t  th e  t im e  of th e  s t r i k e  i s  
im p o r ta n t ,  f o r  t h e r e  w i l l  be  no a n n o u n c e m e n t  iin til  th e  s t r i k e  
g e ts  u n d e r  w ay . M c N a m a ra  r e v ie w s  th e  s t r i k e  m e s s a g e  w hich  
o r ig in a l ly  r e a d s  "B y  0700 lo c a l  t im e  5 A u g u s t  o r  a s  soon  t h e r e a f t e r  
a s  w e a th e r  p e r m i t s  c o n d u c t  a t ta c k "  an d  c h a n g e s  i t  to  "B y  0700 
lo c a l  5 A u g u s t  c o n d u c t  a  o n e - t im e  m a x im u m  e f fo r t  a t t a c k " ,

* T h ro u g h o u t  th e  a f te rn o o n ,  W h e e le r ,  L eM ay , M cD onald , Jo h n so n , 
G r e e n e ,  B u rc h in a l ,  G o o d p a s te r ,  M u s t in ,  G e n e r a l  C a r r o l l  
and  S e r v ic e  an d  J o in t  S ta ff a s s i s t a n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t  a t  v a r io u s  
i n t e r v a l s .

Q £ € i f w j j j
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a n d  th a t  " i f  w e a th e r  p r e c lu d e s  m e e t in g  th e  above  t im e  of a t ta c k ,  
p r o c e e d  s o o n e s t ,  a n d  n o tify  JCS A S A P ."  (The m a jo r  p a r t  of th e  
m e s s a g e  i s  q u o te d  in  th e  5:19 P M  e n t r y  b e l o w . ) A lso  d u r in g  the  
m e e t in g ,  th e  d ep lo y m en t an d  a l e r t i n g  of r e in f o r c e m e n t s  to  the  
a r e a  i s  c o n s id e r e d ,  te l l in g  p ro o f  of o u r  d e s i r e  to  e s c a la t e  if  
we h a d  to .^ /T h e s e  a r e  d iv id e d  in to  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s .  In th e  F i r s t  
c a te g o r y  a r e  th o s e  f o r c e s  o r d e r e d  d e p lo y ed  a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib le .
T hey  c o n s i s t  of th e  1s t  CVS G ro u p  (the K e a r s a g e ,  4 d e s t r o y e r s ,  
an d  3 d e s t r o y e r  e s c o r t s )  w h ich  wo\ild  be  m o v e d  f r o m  Ja p a n  to  the 
South C h ina  Sea ; a  M a r in e  S p e c ia l  L an d in g  F o r c e  (1600 m e n ,  24 
h e l i c o p te r s ,  th e  V a lley  F o r g e  a n d  su p p o r t in g  C ra f t)  to  b e  m o v e d  
f r o m  Subic  B ay  to  th e  v ic in i ty  of Da N ang; th e  9 th  M a r in e  E x ­
p e d i t io n a ry  B r ig a d e ,  c o n s is t in g  of 6500 m e n  to  b e  m o v e d  f r o m  
O kinaw a to  th e  South  C hina  S ea ; a n  F -1 0 1  R e c o n n a is s a n c e  T a s k  
F o r c e  to  b e  m o v e d  f r o m  Shaw  A F B  to  K ad en a  a n d  a  CVA T a s k  
G roup , c o n s i s t in g  of th e  R a n g e r  a n d  4 d e s t r o y e r s  to  be  m o v e d  
f r o m  th e  1 s t  F l e e t  to  W E S T P A C .

T h e  S eco n d  c a te g o r y  a r e  th o s e  f o r c e s  a l e r t e d  fo r  d e p lo y m e n t  
im m e d ia te ly  upon  th e  r e c e i p t  of p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e .  T h e s e  w il l  
c o n s i s t  of 2 B -57  sqv iad rons, to  be  m o v e d  f r o m  C la r k  A F B  to  
South V ie tn am ; 1 F - 1 0 5  s q u a d ro n  to  b e  m o v e d  f r o m  X okota  to  
K o ra t ;  1 F-lO O  s q u a d ro n  to  b e  m o v e d  f r o m  C la r k  A F B  to  T ak h l i ;
12 F - 1 0 2 s  to  b e  m o v e d  f r o m  C la r k  A F B  to  South  V ie tn am ;
8 K C -1 3 5 s  to  b e  m o v e d  f r o m  SAC to  C la r k  A F B ;  2 P -1 0 0  s q u a d ro n s  
f r o m  STRICO M  to  C la rk ;  1 F - 1 0 5  s q u a d ro n  f r o m  STRICOM  to  
Y okota; a n d  1 R e c o n n a is s a n c e  T a s k  F o r c e  (6 R F - l O l s )  f r o m  
M is a w a /K a d e n a  to  S o u th e a s t  A s ia .

T h e  T h i r d  c a te g o r y  c o n s i s t s  of th o s e  f o r c e s  a l e r t e d  fo r  
p o s s ib le  d e p lo y m e n t  to  S o u th e a s t  A s ia .  T h e s e  a r e  th e  173 rd  
A ir b o r n e  B r ig a d e ,  a  F o r w a r d  F lo a t in g  D epot, a  M a r in e  A i r  G ro u p , 
an d  a n  A r m y  B r ig a d e .

/
3:30 P M  (9:30 AM, A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e ) :  M u s t in  of 

the  J o in t  S ta ff  c a l l s  S h a rp  a n d  t e l l s  h im  to  b e  on th e  a l e r t  s in c e  a  
s t r i k e  e x e c u te  m e s s a g e  i s  b e in g  p r e p a r e d  an d  w ou ld  be  t r a n s m i t t e d  
a s  soon  a s  r e l e a s e d .

-3
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3:34 P M : M u stin  c a l l s  G e n e r a l  S m ith ,  Deputy  D i r e c to r  
fo r  O p e ra t io n s ,  J o in t  Staff, and  in f o r m s  h im  th a t  the  JC S  a r e  in  
s e s s io n ,  th a t  a  s t r i k e  e x e c u te  m e s s a g e  is  now b e in g  ty p e d  fo r  
f in a l  r e v ie w  by the  JC S  and  th a t  S h a rp  know s it  is  com ing .
M ustin  a s k s  th a t  th e  l in e  be h e ld  open  fo r  an  im m e d ia te  t r a n s ­
m i s s i o n  of th e  s t r i k e  e x ec u te  m e s s a g e  to  S h a rp .

4:08 P M  ( 10:08 AM, A u g u s t  4, CINCPAG tim e ) :  M c N a m a ra  
c a l l s  S h a rp  and  a s k s  fo r  the  l a t e s t  in fo r m a t io n  on the  d e s t r o y e r  
a t ta c k .  S h a rp  r e s p o n d s  by sa y in g  th a t  a lth o u g h  he h a s  j u s t  r e c e iv e d  
a  s u m -u p  s i tu a t io n  r e p o r t  f r o m  D e s t r o y e r  T a s k  F o r c e  G o m m a n d e r  
M o o re  i t  " in d ic a te s  a  l i t t l e  doubt on j u s t  e x a c t ly  w hat w en t on. " 
M c N a m a ra  w a n ts  to  know if  t h e r e  is  a  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  no a t ta c k  
o c c u r r e d ,  an d  S h a rp  r e p l i e s ,  " Y e s ,  I  w ou ld  say  th a t  t h e r e  is  a  
s l ig h t  p o s s ib i l i ty .  " S h a rp  s a y s  he  is  go ing  to  a s k  M oore  to ge t 
a  d e f in i te  r e p o r t  w h ich  " sh o u ld  c o m e  in  w ith in  an  h o u r .  " M c N a m a ra  
s u m s  up the  s i tu a t io n  by  s ta t in g  th a t  " W e 'v e  got p r o b le m s  on t im in g  
h e r e  . . . we d o n ' t  w an t to  r e l e a s e  n ew s  of w h a t h a p p en ed  w ithou t 
say ing  w h a t we a r e  going to  do; we d o n ' t  w an t  to s ay  w ha t we a r e  
going to do b e fo re  we do it .  " S h a rp  r e c o m m e n d s  th a t  any ex ecu te  
n o t ic e  be h e ld  u n t i l  "we hav e  a  d e f in i te  in d ic a t io n  th a t  th is  h ap p en ed . "

M c N a m a r a  th e n  o b s e r v e s  th a t  th e  e x e c u te  is  s ch e d u le d  
" fo r  7 p. m . o u r  t im e  w h ich  is  t h r e e  h o u r s  f r o m  now. " S h a rp  
s a y s  th is  i s  r ig h t ,  i t  i s  b e in g  s e t  fo r  "7 o 'c lo c k  lo c a l  out t h e r e .  " 
M c N a m a ra  s a y s  th a t  e v en  if  d e f in i te  c o n f i rm a t io n  of the  a t ta c k  
is  n o t fo r th c o m in g  fo r  a n o th e r  2 h o u r s ,  an  h o u r  w ould  s t i l l  r e m a in  
and  the  e x e c u te  o r d e r  co u ld  th e n  be i s s u e d .  M c N a m a ra  s ta t e s :
" I t  s e e m s  to m e  we ought to  go a h e a d  on th a t  b a s i s ;  ge t  the  p i lo ts  
b r ie f e d ,  g e t  the  p la n e s  a r m e d ,  g e t  e v e ry th in g  r e a d y  to go. "
S harp  a g r e e s .

4 :14  P M  (4:14 AM , A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ;  10:14 AM,
A u g u s t  4, GINGPAG t im e ) :  GINGPAGFLiT t r a j i s m i t s  an a l e r t  
m e s s a g e  to  G O M S E V E N T H F L T , the  TIGONDEROGA and  the
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C O N ST E L L A T IO N  to  b e  p r e p a r e d  " a t  0700G" to  s t r i k e  t a r g e t s  
{8:00 P M  W ash in g to n  t im e ;  7 :00 AM  Saigon  t im e ) .  (See e n t r i e s  
a t  5:23 P M , 5:29 P M , an d  5:33 P M , A u g u s t  4) T he  d e s ig n a te d  
t a r g e t s  a r e  th e  P T  B o a t  b a s e s  a t  QUANG K H E, B EN  THUY,
HON N E  I s l a n d  a n d  SONG MA e s t u a r y ,  HON GAY an d  P O R T  
W A L L U T ; an y  id e n t i f ie d  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  P T  B o a ts  lo c a te d  
a t  s e a ;  a n d  th e  VINH p e t r o le u m  s to r a g e  d epo t.  T he  l a t t e r  i s  
l a b e l e d  th e  n u m b e r  one t a r g e t  p r i o r i t y .  T he  m e s s a g e  in d ic a te s  
th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  " d e s i r a b l e ” th a t  a l l  t a r g e t s  be  s t r u c k  s im u l ta n e o u s ly ,  
b u t  a d d s  th a t  a u th o r i ty  is  g r a n te d  to  r e c y c l e  a i r c r a f t  a s  n e c e s s a r y  
to  s t r i k e  th e  tw o s o u th e r n  t a r g e t s  (QUANG K H E a n d  BEN  THUY) 
w ith  a  s e c o n d  la u n c h  i f  th e  F o r c e s  on th e  TICONDEROGA aaxd 
C O N S T E L L A T IO N  a r e  in a d e q u a te .  I t  co n c lu d e s  by  sp ec ify in g  
th a t  th i s  i s  a  p r e p a r a t o r y  o r d e r ,  an d  th a t  lavinching shou ld  no t 
be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  lontil an  e x ec u te  o r d e r  i s  r e c e iv e d .  (TICONDEROGA 
r e c e i v e s  th i s  m e s s a g e  a t  4:55 P M . )

4:35  P M  (4:35 AM , A u g u s t  5, S a igon  t im e ;  10:35 AM,
A u g u s t  4 , C IN C PA C  t im e ) :  C IN C PA C  t r a n s m i t s  an  o ff ic ia l  
a l e r t  m e s s a g e  to  C IN C P A C F L T  to  p r e p a r e  to  ex ec u te  a i r  s t r i k e s  
w ith  a  " h ig h  l e v e l  d a m a g e  e x p e c ta n c y "  a t  7:00 P M  (7:00 AM lo c a l  
t im e ) ,  a g a in s t  (1) P O R T  W A L L U T , (2) BEN THUY (VINH),
(3) HON GAY, (4) QUANG KHE, a n d  (5) LOG CHAO. "C o n v en tio n a l  
o rd n a n c e  on ly"  i s  s p e c i f ie d .  T h e  m e s s a g e  s p e c i f ie d  th a t  th e  
Vinh P O L  sho tild  b e  s t r u c k  w ith  a  " v e r y  h ig h  l e v e l  of e x p e c te d  
d a m a g e . "

4 :40  P M  (10:40 AM, A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e ) :  S h a rp  
c a l l s  B u r c h in a l  a n d  is  i n f o r m e d  th a t  th e  JCS s t r i k e  ex ecu te  m e s s a g e  
i s  in  th e  M c N a m a r a  o ffice  r e a d y  to  go, b u t  th a t  t h e r e  is  s t i l l  a  
s l ig h t  doub t w h e th e r  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  w e re  in  f a c t  a t ta c k e d .  S h a rp  
w il l  t r y  to  g e t  m o r e  d e f in i te  in fo r m a t io n  f r o m  A d m ir a l  M o o re ,  b u t  
s t a t e s  th a t  he  h a s  now  s e e n  r e p o r t s  of v i s u a l  s ig h tin g s  of c o ck p i t  
l ig h ts  p u r s u in g  n e a r  th e  MADDOX an d  a n o th e r  r e p o r t  of the  
d e s t r o y e r s  b e in g  i l lu m in a te d  an d  f i r e d  a g a in s t .  B u rc h in a l  th en  
a s k s  S h a rp  w h e th e r  h e  c o n tin u es  to  b e l ie v e  th e  la tm ch  cou ld  be

* v _  /
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a c c o m p l i s h e d  a t  7:00 P M . S h a rp  r e s p o n d s  th a t  " i t  w il l  be  
t ig h t ,  " b u t  " I  th in k  s o . "  He a d d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  " i t  m a y  be 
j u s t  a s  w e l l  to  w a i t  an  h o u r  o r  so , i f  we hav e  to ,  to  be  c e r t a in "  
an  a t ta c k  h a d  o c c u r r e d .  S h a rp  th e n  s u g g e s ts  i t  m ig h t  be  n e c e s s a r y  
to  r e c y c l e  so m e  of th e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  a  s e c o n d  s t r i k e  a g a in s t  VINH 
an d  B u r c h in a l  s a y s  " th i s  w il l  b e  a l l  r i g h t , " i f  n e e d e d .  S h a rp  
e s t i m a te s  t h a t  ab o u t  70 a i r c r a f t  in  a l l  w il l  be  in v o lv ed  in  th e  
s t r i k e s ,

4 :4 9 'P M  (10:49 AM, A u g u s t  4, C IN C PA C  t im e ) :  T h e  JCS 
s t r i k e  e x e c u te  m e s s a g e  to  C IN C PA C  is  t r a n s m i t t e d  by  d i r e c t  
te le ty p e  f r o m  the NM CC to  th e  C IN C PA C  C o m m a n d  C e n te r .
(CIN CPA C r e c e iv e s  th is  m e s s a g e  a t  5:28 P M  (11:28 AM, A u g u s t  4, 
CIN CPA C t i m e ) . )

4 :55  P M  (4:55 AM, A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ) ;  TICONDEROGA 
r e c e iv e s  th e  C IN C P A C F L T  a l e r t  m e s s a g e  d i r e c t in g  C O M S E V E N T H F L T  
to  be p r e p a r e d  a t  7 :00 P M  to  s t r i k e  th e  P T  b o a ts  a t  d e s ig n a te d  lo c a t io n s .  
T he  TICO N D ERO G A  is  a l r e a d y  on a n  a l e r t  s ta tu s  a s  a  resv ilt  of the  
P T  b o a t  a t t a c k s  on th e  d e s t r o y e r s .  Upon r e c e i p t  of th is  a l e r t  m e s s a g e ,  
i t s  p i lo ts  a n d  W eapons  P la n n in g  B o a r d  c o m m e n c e  to  p la n  f o r  th e  
s t r i k e s .  A m e s s a g e  is  a l s o  s e n t  f r o m  TICONDEROGA to  N av a l  A ir  
S ta t io n  a t  Cubi P o in t ,  P h i l ip p in e s  ( so m e  500 m i l e s  aw ay), d i r e c t in g  
a l l  re a d y - to -g o  A -1  a n d  A -4  a i r c r a f t  to  r e t u r n  to  the  TICONDEROGA 
a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib l e .  T h is  is  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  th e  c o m p le m e n t  
of a i r c r a f t  on th e  TICONDEROGA h a s  to  be  a u g m e n te d  by  a d d i t io n a l  
s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  th e  m a x im u m  s t r i k e  e f fo r t .  A n u m b e r  of th e  
a i r c r a f t  on th e  TICO N D ERO G A  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  p re v io u s ly  fo r  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  (Y ankee T e a m )  e f fo r t s  o v e r  L a o s ,  an d  c o u ld  n o t  
a p p r o p r ia t e ly  be  u s e d  f o r  th e  s t r i k e .

5:00 PM: C o lo n e l  J o n e s  of th e  J o in t  S taff , in  the  JCS c o n fe re n c e  
ro o m ,  c a l l s  th e  NM CC P a c i f ic  d e s k  a t  P e n ta g o n  (C o m m a n d e r  
H athaw ay) a n d  s a y s  th a t  th e  JCS w ould  l ik e  a  f o r e c a s t  of th e  w e a th e r  
o v e r  th e  t a r g e t  a r e a  a t  7:00 AM lo c a l  t im e .

'I' 5jc
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4:47 P M  - 6:00 P M
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

J C S -S E C D E F  M E E T IN G  TO D E T E R M IN E  IF  A T T A C K  
ON D ESTR O Y E R S OCCURRED

4:47 P M : M c N a m a ra ,  V ance  and  the  JCS m e e t  to m a r s h a l
the  ev id en ce  to o v e rc o m e  la c k  of a  c l e a r  and  co n v inc ing  show ing 
th a t  an  a t ta c k  on th e  d e s t r o y e r s  h ad  in  f a c t  o c c u r r e d .  They 
conclude  th a t  an  a t t a c k  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e .  In  th is  r e g a r d  five 
f a c to r s  a r e  c o n s id e re d :

1. The TU R N ER  JO Y  w as  i l lu m in a te d  w hen  f i r e d  on by 
a u to m a t ic  w e ap o n s .

2. One of th e  d e s t r o y e r s  o b s e r v e d  co ck p it  l ig h ts .
3. A P G M  142 sh o t  a t  two U. S. a i r c r a f t .  ( F r o m  COMINT)
4. A N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  th a t  two of i t s  b o a ts  

w e r e  " s a c r i f i c e d .  " { F ro m  COMINT)
5. S h a r p 's  d e t e r m in a t io n  th a t  t h e r e  w as  in d e e d  an  a t ta c k .

B u rc h in a l ,  a t  W h e e le r ' s  r e q u e s t ,  t e l l s  M c N a m a ra  th a t  the  
7:00 P M  s t r i k e  t im e  w il l  n o t  be  m e t  b e c a u s e  the  c a r r i e r s  a r e  o p e ra t in g  
on a  t im e  w h ich  m a k e s  8:00 P M  W ash in g to n  t im e  7:00 AM  c a r r i e r  
t im e .

5:19 P M : JC S  s t r i k e  e x ec u te  m e s s a g e  is  r e t r a n s m i t t e d  FL A SH  
p r e c e d e n c e  a s  JC S  7720 to  C IN C PA C . It  s t a t e s  th a t  by 7:00 P M  ED T 
(0700 lo c a l  t im e )  a  o n e - t im e  m a x im u m  e f fo r t  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  P O R T  
W ALLUT ( l a t e r  c a n c e l le d  b e c a u s e  of w e a th e r ) ,  HON GAY, PHUC LOI, 
QUANG K H E , LOC CHAO an d  VINH, an d  an  a r m e d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
a g a in s t  P T  b o a ts  b eyond  the  t h r e e  m i le  l im i t  shou ld  be  co n d u c ted .
T he  m e s s a g e  c a u t io n s  th a t  if  the  w e a th e r  p r e c lu d e s  m e e t in g  the  above 
t im e  of a t t a c k ,  the  c o m m a n d e r  i s  to  " p r o c e e d  s o o n e s t"  and  to  no tify  
th e  JC S  a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib l e .  (C IN CPA C r e c e i v e s  th is  m e s s a g e  a t  
5:52 P M  (11:52 AM, A u g u s t  4, C IN C PA C  t im e ) .  )

5:23 P M  (11:23 A M , A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C tim e ) :  S h a rp  c a l l s  
B u rc h in a l  an d  s a y s  t h e r e  is  no doubt th a t  an  a t ta c k  on the  d e s t r o y e r s  
h ad  o c c u r r e d ,  fo r  he  h a s  in te r c e p t e d  a  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e
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m e s s a g e  s ta t in g  th a t  two of i t s  P T  b o a ts  w e r e  " s a c r i f i c e d .  "
S h a rp  i s  now s a t i s f i e d  w ith  a l l  the  e v id en c e ,  w ha t w ith  s e v e r a l  
a d d i t io n a l  r e p o r t s  f r o m  the  TU R N ER  JO Y . S h a rp  m e n t io n s  th e n  
th a t  th e  a t t a c k  w il l  be  " co m in g  off"  a t  8:00 P M  W ash ing ton  t im e  
n o t  7:00 P M  b u t s t i l l  a t  7:00 AM  lo c a l  t im e .  The r e a s o n  is  th a t  
th e  CIN CPA C e x ec u te  m e s s a g e  u s e d  "H O T E L "  t im e  (Saigon t im e ,  
a  12 h o u r  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  ED T), w h e r e a s  the  c a r r i e r s  (b a se d  on 
a  C IN C P A C F L T  m e s s a g e )  w e r e  shoo ting  fo r  the  o p e ra t io n  on 
" G O L F "  t im e  (an  11 h o u r  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  E D T ), g iv ing  th e m  an  
e x t r a  h o u r .  S h a rp  s a y s  th a t  he w il l  c o n v e r t  h is  s t r i k e  m e s s a g e  
to  " G O L F "  t im e .

5:29 P M : M u stin  c a l l s  the  NMCC (G e n e ra l  Sm ith) and 
in d ic a te s  th a t  so m e  co n fu s io n  e x is t s  o v e r  the  t im e  in  the Gulf of 
T onk in . He a s k s  S m ith  to  ge t on the  te le ty p e  and  s t r a ig h te n  out 
the  m a t t e r .

5:33 P M  (11:23 A M , A u g u s t  4, CINCPAC t im e ) :  S m ith  c a l l s  
M cC u tch eo n  a t  C IN CPA C and  a s k s  fo r  a  b re a k d o w n  of the  t im e s  b e t ­
w een  th e  c a r r i e r s ,  Saigon , and  W ash ing ton . M cC utcheon  r e p l i e s  
th a t  w hen  the  W ash in g to n  t im e  is  8:00 P M , the  lo c a l  t im e  (G O LF 
t im e )  fo r  the  c a r r i e r s  w ould  be  7:00 AM  the  n e x t  m o rn in g .  When 
the  W ash in g to n  t im e  i s  7:00 P M , the  lo c a l  t im e  in  Saigon w ould 
be  7:00 A M  the  n e x t  m o rn in g .  M cC u tch eo n  r e p o r t s  th a t  Sharp , 
r e a l i z in g  th a t  th e  c a r r i e r s  can  u s e  th a t  e x t r a  h o u r ,  h a s  to ld  th e m  
to  u s e  G O L F  t im e ,  so  th a t  7:00 A M  fo r  the  c a r r i e r s  w ould  be 
8:00 P M  in  W ash ing ton .

5:39 P M  (1 :39 P M , CIN CPA C t im e ) :  S h a rp  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  
and  s a y s  th a t  h is  u n d e rs ta j id in g  is  th a t  la u n ch  t im e  w il l  be  7:00 AM, 
A u g u s t  5 ( c a r r i e r  t im e ) ,  o r  8:00 P M , A u g u s t  4, W ash ing ton  t im e .

5:51 P M : M c N a m a ra ,  V ance , and  W h ee le r  le a v e  the  m e e t in g  
fo r  the  W hite  H o u se .

6:10 P M  (6:10 AM, A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e ) :  The TICONDEROGA 
r e c e i v e s  a  copy of the  JC S  s t r ik e  e x ec u te  m e s s a g e .

6:27 P M  (6:27 AM , A u g u s t  5, Saigon  t im e ) :  CINCPAC t r a n s m i t s  
s t r ik e  e x e c u te  m e s s a g e  to  C IN C P A C F L T . (See 4:35 P M  e n try ,
A u g u s t  4. )
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6;15 P M  - 6:38 P M  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

N A TIO N A L SE CU R ITY  COUNCIL M E E T IN G  
6:38 P M  - 6:45 P M  

S P E C IA L  M E ET IN G  W ITH T H E  P R E S ID E N T

T h e  N a t io n a l  S e c u r i ty  C ouncil*  i s  c o n v en ed  a s  M c N a m a ra ,  
V ance  an d  W h e e le r  a r r i v e  a t  th e  W hite  H o u se .  M c N a m a ra  ou tl in es  
th e  f o u r - p a r t  p lan :

1. T he  s t r i k e  a g a in s t  th e  P T  b o a t  b a s e s  an d  th e  s u p p o r t in g  
in s t a l l a t io n s  a n d  a r m e d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a long  th e  N o rth  
V ie tn a m e s e  c o a s t .

2 . S ending  r e in f o r c e m e n ts  to  th e  a r e a ,  an  e x p r e s s io n  of 
o u r  w il l  to  e s c a l a t e .

3. P r e s i d e n t i a l  anno iancem ent of th e s e  a c t io n s .
4 . A J o in t  C o n g re s s io n a l  R e so lu t io n  in  s u p p o r t  of th e s e  

a c t io n s  an d  f u r t h e r  a c t io n s ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y .

T he  P r e s i d e n t  a s k s  the  NSC m e m b e r s  i f  th e y  h av e  any  o b je c t io n  to  
th e  p la n .  A ll  NSC m e m b e r s  a p p ro v e  th e  p la n .  The P r e s i d e n t  th en  
a p p ro v e s  th e  p la n .  M c N a m a ra  in fo r m s  th e  P r e s i d e n t  th a t  th e  
p re v io u s ly  e s t i m a te d  7:00 P M  la u n ch  t im e  w il l  n o t  be  m e t ,  b u t  
th a t  th e  laxonch t im e  i s  now  e s t i m a te d  to  be  8:00 P M . M c N a m a ra  
th e n  r e c o m m e n d s  th a t  no  pu b lic  s t a t e m e n t  be  r e l e a s e d  u n t i l  
9:00 P M , th e  e s t i m a te d  t im e  o v e r  t a r g e t  of th e  f i r s t  s t r i k e .

T h e  NSC m e e t in g  b r e a k s  up a t  6 :38 . M c N a m a ra ,  R u sk ,  and  
Biindy m e e t  w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t  in  h is  o ff ice , p r i o r  to  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  m e e t in g  w h ich  s t a r t s  a t  6 :45 . V ance  r e t u r n s  to  P e n ta g o n  
a n d  m e e t s  w ith  B u rc h in a l  to  d e te r m in e  w h a t r e in f o r c e m e n ts  c a n  be 
m o v e d  w ithou t p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e  f r o m  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  and  to  pu t 
in  m o t io n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e  p r o c e s s  w h e r e  r e q m r e d .  V ance  
a u th o r i z e s  the  m o v e m e n t  of u n i ts  no t r e q u i r in g  p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e .

-fi * ❖

P r e s e n t  a t  th is  m e e t in g  a r e  the  P r e s i d e n t ,  S p e a k e r  M c C o rm a c k ,  
M cC one , C lin e ,  M cN augh ton , R u sk , B a l l ,  W il l ia m  Bundy, Dillon, 
R ow an , R ee d y ,  M cG . Bundy, J e n k in s ,  M o y e r s ,  V a len ti ,  B ro m le y  
S m ith  a n d  C a t e r .
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6;07 P M  (12:07 P M , A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e ) :  S h a rp  
c a l l s  B u r c h in a l  an d  r e p e a t s  th a t  h e  i s  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  
w e r e  a t t a c k e d .  S h a rp  now h a s  th e  JC S  s t r i k e  e x ec u te  m e s s a g e .  
B u rc h in a l  s a y s  th a t  M c N a m a ra ,  now a t  th e  W hite H o u se ,  i s  
a l s o  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  th e  a t t a c k s  on th e  d e s t r o y e r s  h av e  o c c u r r e d  and  
h a d  m a d e  th e  s t a t e m e n t  j u s t  a  s h o r t  t im e  ag o  th a t  th e  " sh o w  i s  now 
on th e  r o a d . ” A f te r  a g r e e in g  th a t  s u p p r e s s iv e  f i r e  "w as  p a r t  of 
th e  g a m e ,  " S h a rp  th e n  s t a t e s  th a t  the  p r e s s  shoxild n o t  g e t  th e  
s to r y  a t  7:00 P M . B u rc h in a l  r e p l i e s  th a t  "w e  w il l  i n s u r e  th a t  
no th ing  c o m e s  out u n t i l  we know  th a t  y o u ' r e  off t a r g e t . ” S h a rp  
e s t i m a te s  th i s  to  be  9:00 P M , one h o u r  a f t e r  la u n ch .  B u rc h in a l  
e m p h a s iz e s  th a t  any  a n n o u n c e m e n t  w i l l  b e  d e la y e d  so  th a t  t h e r e  
i s  ”no  p o s s ib i l i ty  of anyone  r e a d in g ” th e  s t r i k e .  T he  m a t t e r  of 
dep loy ing  a d d i t io n a l  f o r c e s  to  th e  t h e a t e r  i s  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d .

❖ !{< ❖

6:45 P M  - 8:45 P M  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

CONGRESSIONAL L E A D E R S H IP  M EET IN G

G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  w as  one of th o s e  in  a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  
l e a d e r s h i p  m e e t in g .  In h is  r e c e n t  t e s t im o n y  b e fo re  th e  H ouse  
A r m e d  S e r v ic e s  C o m m it te e ,  W h e e le r  s t a t e d  th a t  th e  P r e s i d e n t  
to ld  th e  C o n g r e s s m e n  th a t  he  wovild m a k e  a  pu b lic  a n n o u n ce m e n t  
b u t  l e f t  th e  t im e  ” up  in  th e  a i r  b e c a u s e  h e  d id  n o t  w an t to  m a k e  
the  an n o i in c em e n t  too  s o o n . ” W h e e le r  th e n  r e c a l l e d  th a t  th e  
t im in g  of th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  m a y  h av e  a c tu a l ly  b e e n  s e t t l e d  e i th e r  
in  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  m e e t in g  b e tw een  M c N a m a ra  an d  th e  P r e s i d e n t  
(a ro iind  6:38 PM ) o r  a t  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  m e e t in g  i t s e l f .  In  any  
e v en t ,  W h e e le r  s a id  th a t  th e  d e c is io n  w as  m a d e  th a t  a  s t a t e m e n t  
covild be  r e l e a s e d  ” a t  th e  t im e  th e  a i r c r a f t  to o k  off f r o m  c a r r i e r s ,  
in  o th e r  w o rd s  w hen th e  s t r i k e s  w e r e  e n r o u t e . ” C h a i rm a n  
V inson  s a id  h e  w ould  v e r i f y  th is  b e c a u s e  ” I s a t  t h e r e  a n d  I h e a r d  
th e  w hole  d i s c u s s i o n . ” In  s h o r t ,  W h e e le r  r e m e m b e r e d  th a t  th e  
P r e s i d e n t  ”w as  going to  w a i t  u n t i l  i t  w as  s a fe  to  m a k e  the  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  . . .  i t  woiald no t be  m a d e  p r i o r  to  th e  lau n ch in g  
of the  a i r c r a f t . ” M c N a m a r a 's  r e c o l l e c t io n  is  th e  s a m e  a s  G e n e ra l  
W h e e le r ’s .

t .. ____ _____ _

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



6:56 P M  (6 :56  AM , A u g u s t s ,  Sa igon t im e ) :  T he 
C O N ST E LL A T IO N  r e c e i v e s  a  copy  of the  JCS s t r i k e  ex ec u te  
m e s s a g e .

7:22 P M  (7:22 AM, A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e ) :  T he TICONDEROGA 
r e c e i v e s  th e  C IN C P A C F L T  e x e c u te  m e s s a g e .

7:30  P M  (7:30 AM, A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e ) :  The 
C O N S T E L L A T IO N  r e c e i v e s  th e  CIN CPA C m e s s a g e  w h ich  p a s s e s  
th e  JCS s t r i k e  m e s s a g e  w ith  i n s t r u c t io n s  n o t  to  ex ec u te  u n t i l  
d i r e c te d .  (N o te : A c c o rd in g  to  M u s t in ,  th e  " h o ld ” n o t ic e  w as  
p r e s u m a b ly  p r o m p t e d  by  C IN C P A C ’s d e s i r e  to  m a k e  c e r t a i n  th a t  
th e  s e c o n d  a t ta c k  on th e  MADDOX did  in  f a c t  o c c u r .  Once th is  
w as  c o n f i r m e d  th e  s t r i k e  e x ec u te  m e s s a g e  w as  i s s u e d  (see  the  
7:50 P M  e n t r y  be low ).)

7 :49  P M  (7:49 AM, A u g u s t  5, Saigon  t im e ) :  T he  C O N STE LLA T IO N  
r e c e iv e s  i t s  t a r g e t  a s s ig n m e n t s .

7 :50  P M  (7:50 AM , A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ) :  T he 
C O N S T E L L A T IO N  r e c e iv e s  th e  C IN CPA C s t r i k e  e x ec u te  m e s s a g e .

7:59  P M  (1:59 P M , A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C t im e ) :  G e n e ra l  
W ism a n ,  N M CC P a c i f i c  D e sk  a t  P e n ta g o n ,  c a l l s  th e  C IN CPA C Duty 
O ff ic e r ,  L t .  C o lo n e l  L in d se y ,  a n d  a s k s  fo r  the  t a k e - o f f  t im e s ,  
n iom bers  a n d  ty p e s  of p la n e s  in  th e  c a r r i e r  s t r i k e .  L in d se y  r e p l i e s  
t h e r e  i s  n o th ing  y e t  on the  s t r i k e s ,  a l though  t h e r e  i s  so m e  c o m b a t  
a i r  p k t r o l  a c t iv i ty  in  r e l a t io n  to  th e  e a r l i e r  a t t a c k s  on th e  
d e s t r o y e r s .

8 :05 P M : W h e e le r ,  in  th e  C ab in e t  r o o m  a t  th e  W hite  H o u se ,  
c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  a t  th e  P e n ta g o n  a n d  a s k s  if  an y th in g  i s  h ap p en in g . 
B u rc h in a l  s a y s  th a t  he  h a s  a  c l e a r  l in e  open, b u t no w o rd  h a s  b e en  
r e c e iv e d .  W h e e le r  w an ts  to  know  a s  soon a s  th e  w o rd  a r r i v e s  th a t  
th e  a i r c r a f t  h av e  b e en  la u n ch e d .

8 :39  P M  (2:39 P M , A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e ) :  M c N a m a ra ,  
b a c k  f r o m  th e  W hite H o u se ,  calls  S h a rp  an d  a s k s  w h e th e r  th e  
c a r r i e r s  h a v e  la u n c h e d  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t .  S h a rp  r e p l i e s  th a t  he  h a s
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r e c e iv e d  no w o rd  ye t ,  b u t  th is  p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  the  c a r r i e r s  
w ill  p ro v id e  a  c o o rd in a te d  r e p o r t  when the  la u n ch  is  co m p le ted .  
M cN a m a ra ,  h o w e v e r ,  s a y s  th a t  the  la u n ch  is  a l r e a d y  40 m in u te s  
a f te r  the  o r d e r e d  t im e  of t a k e - o f f  and  w an ts  S harp  to  c o n tac t  the  
c a r r i e r s  d i r e c t ly  by r a d io .  M c N a m a ra  then  s ta te s ;  " L e t ' s  get 
an im m e d ia te  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  th e m  if we can . P a r t  of the  p r o b le m  
h e r e  is  j u s t  hang ing  on  th i s  n ew s ,  you s e e .  The P r e s i d e n t  h a s  to 
m ak e  a  s ta t e m e n t  to  the  p eo p le  and  I a m  ho ld ing  h im  b a ck  f r o m  
m ak in g  it ,  b u t  w e ' r e  f o r ty  m in u te s  p a s t  the  t im e  I to ld  h im  we 
w ould lau n ch . " S h a rp  e s t i m a t e s ,  a l though  he does  not have  the 
lau n ch  p lan , th a t  i t  w ou ld  tak e  the a i r c r a f t  about an h o u r to r e a c h  
the  t a r g e t .  M c N a m a ra  a s k s  S h a rp  to  find  out when they  a r e  
lau n ch in g  and  the  t im e  of th e  f i r s t  f l ig h ts  o v e r  the  t a r g e t s .

9:00 P M  (9:00 AM , A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e):  T he s i tu a t io n  
a t  th is  t im e  and t h e r e a f t e r  as  r e f l e c t e d  on N o rth  V ie tn a m e s e  and  

[ r a d a r  is  d e s c r i b e d  a t  A ppendix  A.

9:09 P M  (3:09 P M , A u g u s t  4, CINCPAC tim e):  S h a rp  c a l l s  
M c N a m a ra  a t  h is  o ff ice  and  say s  th a t  one c a r r i e r  (p e rh a p s  both) 
w ould  no t be ab le  to  lavinch fo r  a n o th e r  50 m in u te s  (10:00 P M  
W ash ing ton  t im e ) .  " In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  they  c o u ld n 't  m ak e  the  t im e ,  " 
r e p o r t s  S h a rp .  S h a rp  e x p la in s  th a t  the  c o m p re s s io n  of t im e  and 
the  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  la g  a r e  the  r e a s o n s ,  and th inks  th a t  the  l a s t  
e s t im a te d  t im e s  o v e r  t a r g e t ,  w ith  a  10:00 P M  lau n ch  w ill  be 
abou t 12:00 m id n ig h t ,  W ash in g to n  t im e .  M c N a m a ra  th e n  a sk s  
w ha t S h a rp  th in k s  abou t a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  s ta te m e n t  i s s u e d  abou t the  
t im e  of lau n ch  th a t  w ou ld  sa y  th is :  "At th is  m o m e n t  a i r  ac t io n  
is  now in ex ec u t io n  a g a in s t  gun b o a ts  and  su p p o rt in g  f a c i l i t i e s  
in  and  n e a r  fo u r  p o r t s  of N o r th  V ie tn a m  w hich  have b een  u s e d  
in  su p p o r t  of h o s t i le  o p e r a t io n s .  " Sharp  th inks  i t  w ould  no t be  a 
"good id e a "  b e c a u s e  i t  w il l  a l e r t  the  enem y , "No doubt ab o u t i t .  " 
M c N a m a ra  s ay s  th a t  th e  e n em y  w ould  be  a l e r t e d  as  soon as  the  
a i r c r a f t  s t a r t  co m in g  in to  the  c o a s t .  Sharp  s a y s ,  "T h ey  w o n 't  
know w h e re  t h e y ' r e  going . Of c o u r s e  they  w ill  be  a l e r t e d  a s  
soon a s  they  get in  th e  a i r  b e c a u s e  H ainan  is going to p ic k  th e m  
up and so w il l  the  o th e r  p e o p le .  But they  w o n 't  know w h e re  they  
a r e  going, I w o u ld n 't  r e c o m m e n d  it .  "
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9:22 P M  (3:22 P M , A u g u s t  4, C INCPAC t im e):  S h a rp  te l l s  
M c N a m a ra  th a t  P T  b o a ts  (p r e s u m a b ly  th o s e  r e tu r n in g  f r o m  a t ta c k  
on the  d e s t r o y e r s )  w e re  tak in g  s a n c tu a r y  w ith in  the  t h r e e - m i l e  
l im i t .  M c N a m a ra  r e c o m m e n d s  th a t  th e  a i r c r a f t  p r o c e e d  to h i t  
d e s ig n a te d  t a r g e t s ,  bu t a u th o r i z e s  s t r ik in g  any  b o a ts  s ig h te d  on 
the  w ay in . He s a y s ,  "G et  th e m  off . . . T h a t  i s  th e  m a in  th ing . "

9:28 P M  (9:28 AM, A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ) :  T he C O N S T E L ­
LATION s u b m its  i t s  s t r ik e  p la n  f o r  a p p ro v a l  to the  C a r r i e r  T a s k  
F o r c e  C o m m a n d e r .

10:00 - 10:30 P M : D u r in g  th i s  p e r io d ,  M c N a m a ra  c a l l s  Bundy 
to  d i s c u s s  th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t .  A s  a  r e s u l t  of h is  e a r l i e r  
c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  S h a rp ,  M c N a m a ra  r e c o m m e n d s  th a t  Bundy d e le te  
the  e n t i r e  s e n te n c e  w h ich  r e a d s :  "A t th is  m o m e n t  a i r  a c t io n  is  now in 
ex ec u t io n  a g a in s t  gun b o a ts  and  s u p p o r t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  in  an d  n e a r  4 
p o r t s  in  N o r th  V ie tn a m  w hich  h av e  b e e n  u s e d  in su p p o r t  of h o s t i le  
o p e ra t io n s .  " Bundy d i s a g r e e s  and  t r i e s  to  w o rk  out s o m e  lan g u ag e  
c h an g es  th a t  w il l  m e e t  M c N a m a r a 's  p o in t about giving aw ay the t a r g e t s .  
Bundy s e c u r e s  M c N a m a r a 's  a g r e e m e n t  to the  fo llow ing  la n g u ag e ,  w hich  
a p p e a r s  in  the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  s t a t e m e n t  a s  g iven  o v e r  the  a i r  a t  11:40 PM : 
"A ir  a c t io n  is  now in  e x e c u t io n  a g a in s t  gun b o a ts  an d  c e r t a in  su p p o r t in g  
f a c i l i t i e s  in  N o r th  V ie tn a m  w hich  hav e  b e e n  u s e d  in  th e s e  h o s t i le  o p e r a ­
t io n s .  " T h u s ,  the  w o rd s  " in  and  n e a r  4 p o r t s "  w e re  d e le te d ,  w ith  the  
r e s t  of the  s e n te n c e  a l lo w ed  to  r e m a i n  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  in ta c t .

10:06 P M : A f te r  t r y in g  to  r e a c h  S en a to r  G o ld w a te r  fo r  s e v e r a l  
h o u r s ,  the  P r e s i d e n t  f in a l ly  g e ts  th ro u g h  and  in fo rm s  h im  of th e  
d e c is io n  to  r e t a l i a t e .

10:26 P M  (4:26 P M , A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C t im e):  M c N a m a ra  c a l l s  
S h a rp  and  a s k s  w h e th e r  the  a i r c r a f t  a r e  la u n c h e d  ye t .  S h a rp  s a y s  he 
h a s  no f i r m  w o rd ,  bu t i s  " s u r e "  one c a r r i e r  (TICONDEROGA) " is  going 
to  go, o r  h a s  gone"  a t  10:00 P M  W ash in g to n  t im e .  A c c o rd in g  to  S h a rp ,  
h o w e v e r ,  the  o th e r  c a r r i e r  (C O N STE LL A TIO N ) " is  n o t  going to  la u n ch "  
one of i t s  g ro u p s  (the s lo w e r  p r o p e l l e r  d r iv e n  A -1  a i r c r a f t )  u n t i l  1:00 P M  
W ash ing ton  t im e ,  axid the  o th e r  (the j e t s )  u n t i l  2:30 AM, w ith  a t im e  o v e r  
t a r g e t  fo r  b o th  g ro u p s  e s t i m a te d  a ro u n d  3:15 AM, a p p a r e n t ly  b e c a u s e  " sh e  
is  no t ab le  to  g e t  in  p o s i t io n  in  t im e .  " S h a rp  e x p la in s  th is  by s ta t in g
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th a t  the  C O N S T E L L A T IO N  w a s  co m in g  f r o m  the  n o r th  and  h ad  to  
ge t into p o s i t io n  by  co m in g  a ro iin d  H a in an  to  s t r ik e  h e r  a s s ig n e d  
n o r th e r n  t a r g e t s .  In o r d e r  to g e t  in to  p o s i t io n ,  " sh e  had  to u s e  a 
good m a n y  of h e r  a i r c r a f t  f o r  r e f u e l e r s .  " S h a rp  r e p e a t s  th a t  the  
TICONDEROGA " sh o u ld  have  go tten  off a  h a lf  h o u r  ago (10:00 PM ) 
b u t "we h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  y e t .  " M c N a m a ra  t e l l s  S harp  to m ak e  "d am n  
s u r e  she  got off"  by ge tt in g  in to u ch  w ith  h e r  r ig h t  aw ay . A s  to  
the  C O N S T E L L A T IO N , M c N a m a ra  a s k s  how  long i t  w ould  ta k e  i ts  
a i r c r a f t  to  r e a c h  the  t a r g e t .  S h a rp  r e p l i e s  the  f a r t h e r e s t  t a r g e t  

.w i l l  be  r e a c h e d  in  abou t f ive  h o u r s  f r o m  now. M c N a m a ra  th e n  s ay s  
th a t  no a n n o u n c e m e n t  h e r e  " is  going to  in f lu en ce  w hat th ey  th in k  
abou t th o s e  a i r c r a f t  co m in g  in  b e c a u s e  you w il l  a l r e a d y  have  la u n ch e d  
abou t a  h a lf  h o u r  ago a g a in s t  th e  o th e r  t a r g e t s .  " S h a rp  a g r e e s  " a s  
long  a s  th e y  d o n 't  know  w h a t the  t a r g e t s  a r e .  " M c N a m a ra  s t a t e s  
th a t  "I h av e  cu t  th a t  out of the  s ta t e m e n t ,  " and  S h a rp  s a y s  " th e r e  
w il l  s t i l l  be  the  ^ e m e n t  of s u r p r i s e  . . .  a s  long a s  you d o n 't  say  
w h a t  / t h e  t a r g e t s /  a r e .  "

10:40 P M  (10:40 AM , A u g u s t  5, Saigon  t im e ) ;  CO N STE LLA T IO N  
r e c o v e r s  the  l a s t  g ro u p  of A -1  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  c o m b a t  a i r  p a t r o l  over 
the  d e s t r o y e r s .

10:43 P M  (10:43 AM , A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e ) :  TICONDEROGA 
la u n c h e s  fo u r  A -1  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  w ith  in s t r u c t io n s  to  o r b i t  o v e rh e a d .  
T h is  i s  n e c e s s a r y  so th a t  the  c a r r i e r  d eck  cou ld  be f r e e  f r o m  the  
lan d in g  of A - 4  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  Cubi P o in t  th e n  o rb i t in g  o v e rh e a d  and 
to  p e r m i t  c o o rd in a t io n  of p ro p  and  j e t  s t r i k e s  to  e n s u r e  a  s im u l ta n e o u s  
a r r i v a l  t im e  o v e r  the  t a r g e t .  T he  A -1  lau n ch in g  m a r k s  the  beg inn ing  
of th e  a t ta c k ,  an d  w ith in  the  h o u r  th e s e  fo u r  A - l ' s  d e p a r t  fo r  VINH. 
(NMCC r e c e i v e s  th i s  m e s s a g e  a t  12:36 AM, A u g u s t  5.)

10:46 P M  (4:46 P M , A u g u s t  4, CIN CPA C tim e ) :  M c N a m a ra  
c a l l s  S h a rp  a g a in ,  see k in g  c o n f i rm a t io n  of the  la u n c h  t im e s .  S h a rp  
s a y s  th a t  he h a s  b e e n  t r y in g  to  r e a c h  the  T a s k  F o r c e  bu t " i t  is  j u s t  
a  q u e s t io n  of ge t t in g  th ro u g h  th is  c i r c u i t  and  a p p a r e n t ly  th e  c i r c u i t  
i s  a  l i t t l e  j a m m e d .  " He r e p o r t s  th a t  no w o rd  h a s  y e t  b e en  r e c e iv e d ,  
and  M c N a m a ra  s u g g e s ts  he r a d io  in the  c l e a r ,  a sk in g  the T IC O N ­
DEROGA if i t  d id  "w hat i t  s a id  i t  w ould do a t  10:00. " M c N a m a ra  
s ta t e s  th a t  th e  P r e s i d e n t  w an ts  to  go on the  a i r  a t  11:15, b u t  shou ld  
no t go on " u n le s s  he h a s  a  c o n f i rm a t io n  of the  laxinch. " M c N a m a ra  
th en  w a n ts  S h a rp  to  s e c u r e  h a l f -h o u r ly  p o s t - s t r i k e  r e p o r t s ,  once 
the  lau n ch in g  o c c u r s .
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10:48 P M : C lif ton  a t  th e  W hite H ouse  c a l l s  G e n e ra l  Wismain, 
the  Deputy  D i r e c t o r  fo r  O p e ra t io n s ,  J o in t  Staff and  s t a t e s  th a t  new  
lau n ch  t im e s  f o r  the  C O N ST E L L A T IO N  have  b e en  r e c e iv e d  w h ich  a r e  
c o n s id e ra b ly  l a t e r  th a n  the  T IC O N D E R O G A 's , th a t  the  P r e s i d e n t  i s  
shooting  fo r  am 11:15 P M  s ta t e m e n t ,  and  a s k s  how  m u c h  w ould  be 
r e v e a l e d  by  the  an n o u n ce m e n t .  W ism an  s t a t e s  th a t  S h a rp  a g r e e s  
w ith  a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t  now th a t  M c N a m a ra  h a s  r e c o m ­
m e n d ed  the  d e le t io n  of sp e c if ic  p o r t io n s  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  t a r g e t s .

10:56 P M : The U P I t i c k e r  r e p o r t s  f r o m  B alb o a ,  C a l i fo rn ia ,  
th a t  G o ld w a t6 r  h a d  sp o k en  to  the  P r e s i d e n t  and  th a t  " P r e s i d e n t  
Jo h n so n  r e a d  h is  s t a t e m e n t  on the  t e n s e  s i tu a t io n  in  V ie tn am  to  
S en a to r  B a r r y  M. G o ld w a te r ,  the  R e p u b l ic a n  P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a te .  
G o ld w a te r  e x p r e s s e d  a p p ro v a l  of the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  s ta t e m e n t .  "

10:59 PM : The U P I t i c k e r ,  in  a m p lify in g  the  p r i o r  s to ry ,  
qu o tes  G o ld w a te r  f r o m  B alb o a , C a l i fo rn ia ,  a s  s ta t in g  th is :  "I a m  
s u re  th a t  e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  w il l  s u b s c r ib e  to  the  a c t io n s  o u t l in e d  in  
the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  s t a t e m e n t .  I b e l ie v e  i t  is  the  only th in g  we can  do 
u n d e r  the  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  We canno t a l lo w  th e  A m e r i c a n  f la g  to  
be sho t a t  a n y w h e re  on e a r t h  if we a r e  to  r e t a i n  ou r  r e s p e c t  and  
p r e s t i g e .  "

11:05 PM : W ism a n  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  an d  r e p o r t s  th a t  no th ing  
is  a i r b o r n e  y e t ,  th a t  the  C O N ST E L L A T IO N  is  no t in  p o s i t io n ,  and  
th a t  s e v e r a l  m o r e  h o u r s  w ould  be  r e q u i r e d  fo r  i t s  f i r s t  lau n ch .
T h e re  is  now th e  p o s s ib i l i ty ,  a c c o rd in g  to W ism an , th a t  the  
C O N S T E L L A T IO N  b e c a u s e  of w e a th e r  m a y  hav e  to  s c r u b  i ts  
o p e ra t io n .  He r e c o g n iz e s  th i s  w ould  t ip  o u r  h an d  if  one f o r c e  
go es  in , an d  s a y s  th a t  t h e r e  c an  be no s c ru b b in g  of the  m i s s i o n  
u n t i l  th e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e fen se  and th e  C h a i r m a n  of the  J o in t  C h ie fs  
a r e  f i r s t  n o tif ied .

11:11 P M : M c N a m a ra  c a l l s  S h a rp ,  and  is  to ld  " i t  i s  j u s t  th a t  
I d o n 't  th in k  th a t  t h e r e  is  any  q u e s t io n  th a t  th e y  have  la u n ch e d .  It  
is  j u s t  a  q u e s t io n  of ge tt in g  the  r e p o r t .  " M c N a m a ra ,  w ith  r e g a r d  
to  the  w e a th e r  co n d i t io n s  and  p o s s ib le  c a n c e l la t io n  of the  C O N S T E L ­
L A TIO N  s t r i k e s ,  s t a t e s  "A s a  n a t io n  we j u s t  c a n ' t  s i t  h e r e  and  le t  
th e m  a t t a c k  u s  on the  h igh  s e a s  and  n o t do so m e th in g  . . . So I th in k  
th e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  to  s a y  we a r e  going to  r e t a l i a t e .  " M c N a m a ra
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a s k s  i f  t h e r e  i s  " a n y  r e a s o n  why the  C O N S T E L L A T IO N  c o u ld n 't  
laianch a g a in s t  the  s o u th e r n  t a r g e t s ,  in c lu d in g  the oil d e p o t . "  S h a rp  
r e s p o n d s  th a t  th is  i s  ' 'e x a c t ly  w h a t we w ould  do, " a l th o u g h  he 
m e n t io n s  th a t  the  w e a th e r  to  the  so u th  i s  n o t  good and  beg inn ing  
to  d e t e r i o r a t e .

11:20 P M  (5:20 P M , A u g u s t  4, C INC FA C t tm e ) :  S h a rp  c a l l s  _  
M c N a m a ra  an d  s a y s  i t  i s  now c o n f i rm e d .  "^She A h e  TICO N D ERO G A / 
go t h e r  p la n e s  off a t  0243" (Z u lu  t im e )  (10:43 PM , W ash ing ton  t im e ;  
10:43 AM , Sa igon  t im e ) .  S h a rp  in d ic a te s  th a t  i t  w il l  take  the  a i r c r a f t  
ab o u t an  h o u r  an d  f if ty  m in u te s  f r o m  now to r e a c h  th e i r  t a r g e t s .  The 
a t ta c k  w il l  be in  two w a v e s ,  bo th  s c h e d u le d  to  a r r i v e  a t  the  s a m e  t im e .

11:27 P M : A f te r  d i s c u s s io n  of the  m a t t e r  w ith  G e n e ra l  W h ee le r ,  
M c N a m a ra  c a l l s  the  P r e s i d e n t  and  t e l l s  h im  th a t  i t  i s  now a p p r o p r ia te  
to  m ak e  h is  s t a t e m e n t  o v e r  r a d io  an d  TV. C o m m a n d e r  H e n so n  of the 
NMCC P a c i f i c  D esk  a t  the  P e n ta g o n  n o t i f ie s  the  W hite  H ouse  S itu a tio n  
R oom  th a t  the  TICONDEROGA la u n c h e d  i t s  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  a t  10:43 PM , 
w ith  an  e s t i m a te d  t im e  o v e r  the  t a r g e t  a t  1:10 AM.

11:35 P M  (11:35 AM, A u g u s t  5, Saigon  t im e ) :  The C O N S T E L ­
LATION a d v i s e s  the  C a r r i e r  T a s k  F o r c e  C o m m a n d e r  of i t s  in te n d e d  
la u n c h  p o s i t io n  f o r  s t r i k e s  w ith  a  s im u l ta n e o u s  t im e  o v e r  t a r g e t  a t  
3:45 AM.

11:36 P M  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

PR E S ID E N T  GOES ON THE AIR

The P r e s i d e n t  go es  on r a d io  an d  TV a t  11:36 P M  an d  s t a t e s  
a t  11:40 P M :

" R e p e a te d  a c t s  of v io le n c e  a g a in s t  the  a r m e d  f o r c e s  of 
the  U n ited  S ta te s  m u s t  be m e t  n o t  only w ith  a l e r t  d e fe n se ,  b u t  w ith  
p o s i t iv e  r e p ly .  T h a t  r e p ly  i s  be ing  g iv en  a s  I sp e a k  to  you . A i r  
a c t io n  is  now in  e x e c u t io n  a g a in s t  gun b o a ts  an d  c e r t a in  su p p o r t in g  
f a c i l i t i e s  in  N o r th  V ie tn a m  w h ich  hav e  b een  u s e d  in  th e se  h o s t i le  
o p e r a t io n s .  "

:{c
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The d e c i s io n  to  go on the  a i r  is  b a s e d  on th e s e  c o n s id e ra t io n s ;

1. U. S. N av a l  a i r c r a f t  h ad  b e e n  in  the  a i r  a p p ro x im a te ly  one 
h o u r .

2. H ano i an d  H a in an , th ro u g h  th e i r  r a d a r ,  had  th en  r e c e iv e d  
in d ic a t io n s  of the  a t ta c k .

3. T he t im e  r e m a in in g  b e fo re  th e  a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  o v e r  the  t a r g e t s  
w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  n o t  p e r m i t  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  to  m o v e  th e i r  
b o a ts  to  s e a  o r  to  a l e r t  t h e i r  f o r c e s .

4. I t  w a s  im p o r ta n t  th a t  o u r  p eo p le  l e a r n  of the  maxiner in  w h ich  
th e i r  g o v e rn m e n t  w a s  re s p o n d in g  to  th e  a t ta c k s  on i t s  v e s s e l s  
f r o m  th e i r  P r e s i d e n t ,  r a t h e r  th an  f r o m  H anoi, w h ich  w a s  
e x p e c te d  to  announce  the  a t ta c k  a t  any  m o m e n t .

5. It w a s  d e s i r a b l e  th a t  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  g o v e rn m e n t  aind 
o t h e r s  be  to ld  a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib le  the  l im i te d ,  p u n itive  
c h a r a c t e r  of the  a t ta c k .

6. I t  w as  im p o r ta n t  th a t  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  and  C h in e se  
C o m m u n is t s  know  th a t  th i s  w as  th e  f i r m  and  d e l ib e ra te  
r e s p o n s e  of the  U. S. G o v e rn m e n t  to an  u n p ro v o k ed  
a g g r e s s i v e  a c t ,  an d  no t th e  a c t  of a  lo c a l  c o m m a n d e r .

11:51 P M  (11:51 AM , A u g u s t  5, Saigon  t im e ) :  S harp  c a l l s  
W h ee le r  and  th e y  d i s c u s s  the  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  of a  r e s t r i k e  a g a in s t  
VINH, w ith  W h e e le r  say in g  th a t  he  w i l l  tak e  i t  up w ith  M c N a m a ra .

11:54 P M  (11:54 AM , A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e ) :  The 
C O N S T E L L A T IO N  r e c e i v e s  a  m e s s a g e  th a t  TICONDEROGA had  
la u n c h e d  i t s  a i r c r a f t  a t  10:43 P M , w ith  s c h e d u le d  a r r i v a l  o v e r  
t a r g e t  a t  1:10 AM.
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WEDNESDAY 

AUGUST 5, 1964

12:00 M idnigh t (Noon, A u g u s t  5, S a igon  t im e ) :  W h ee le r  c a l l s  
S h a rp  to  d i s c u s s  the  r e c y c l in g  of the  VINH s t r i k e .  S h a rp  in d ic a te s  
th a t  th e  r e c y c l in g  m ay  only hav e  to  b e  off th e  TICONDEROGA, bu t 
w an ts  the  a d d ed  f le x ib i l i ty  of r e c y c l in g  w ith  bo th  c a r r i e r s .  "T he  
p r o b le m "  s a y s  S h a rp ,  " i s  th a t  it  t a k e s  so d a m n  long  to  g e t  the  w o rd  
out to th e m .  " S h a rp  a l s o  t e l l s  W h ee le r  th a t  bo th  c a r r i e r s  h ad  b een  
conducting  a i r  o p e ra t io n s  a l l  n ig h t  b e fo re  in  su p p o r t in g  th e  MADDOX 
and  TU R N ER  JO Y  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  " th e y  a r e  k in d a  poo p ed  out. " The 
C O N ST E LL A T IO N  " d id n ' t  m a k e  a s  m u c h  h e ad w ay  a s  she  w ould  have 
b e c a u s e  sh e  a p p a r e n t ly  h ad  to t u r n  in  the  o th e r  d i r e c t io n  fo r  a  land ing  
and  lau n ch in g  . . .  so th a t  she  is  b eh in d  h e r  h oped  fo r  p o s i t io n  . . . 
so t h a t ' s  th e  r e a s o n  she la u n c h e d  la te .  " The TICONDEROGA, on the  
o th e r  hand , " i s  a l s o  qu ite  a  long  ru n  f r o m  w h e re  she  is  to th e s e  v a r io u s  
t a r g e t s ;  and  she  be in g  a s m a l l  c a r r i e r  d o e s n ' t  have  a s  m an y  a i r p l a n e s  
e i t h e r .  " S h a rp  in d ic a te s  th a t  the  C O N S T E L L A T IO N  m a y  have  to  s c r u b  
only  th e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  t a r g e t  (P O R T  W ALLUT) and  th is  b e c a u s e  of a 
c o m b in a t io n  of f a c t o r s ,  su ch  a s ,  the  t a r g e t ' s  d is ta n c e  and  the  a d v e r s e  
w e a th e r .

12:02 - 12:30 A M : S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a ra  h o ld s  a  p r e s s  c o n ­
f e r e n c e  in  w h ich  he  d e s c r ib e s  the  a c t io n  tak in g  p la c e .

12:15 A M  (12:15 P M , A u g u s t  5, Saigon  t im e ):  Six A -4 s  and  
s ix  F - 8 s  a r e  la u n c h e d  f r o m  the  TICONDEROGA fly ing  to VINH a t  an 
a l t i tu d e  of 25, 000 fe e t .  T he  t a r g e t  i s  320 n a u t ic a l  m i le s  aw ay.

12:34 A M  (12:34  P M , A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e ) :  TICONDEROGA 
la u n c h e s  s ix  F - 8 s  w hich  d e p a r t  f o r  QUANG K H E, fly ing  a t  an  
a l t i tu d e  of 25, 000 fe e t .  The t a r g e t  i s  250 n a u t ic a l  m i le s  aw ay.
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12:38 A M  (6:38 P M , A u g u s t  4, C IN C PA C  t im e):  W h ee le r  c a l l s  
S h a rp  and  t e l l s  h im  th a t  he h a s  d i s c u s s e d  the  r e c y c le  w ith  M c N a m a ra .  
W h e e le r 's  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  is  th a t  th e  a t t a c k s  m u s t  no t be  " o p e n -e n d e d "  
a f f a i r s .  T h r e e  r u l e s  a r e  s e t  fo r  the  r e c y c le :  F i r s t ,  up to  20 a i r c r a f t  
m a y  be u s e d ;  s eco n d , the  only  t a r g e t  w il l  be  VINH; and th i r d ,  the  
a t ta c k  sh o u ld  b e  laxinched no l a t e r  th a n  3:00 AM, W ash ing ton  t im e .
S h a rp  th in k s  th a t  th e  3:00 A M  t im e  is  cu tt in g  i t  too s h o r t ,  w ith  c lo s e r  
to  4:00 A M  a s  the  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  h o u r .  S h a rp  ad d s  th a t  he w il l  do 
h is  b e s t  to  c o m p r e s s  the  t im e  ajid w il l  r e c y c l e  a s  qu ick ly  a s  p o s s ib le .  
W h ee le r  in d ic a te s  th a t  he  w il l  p a s s  th is  on to  M c N a m a ra .

12:43 A M : W h ee le r  c a l l s  S h a rp  and  t e l l s  h im  th a t  the  4 :00 AM 
r e c y c le  t im e  is  a c c e p ta b le  to M c N a m a ra ,  b u t  S h a rp  now in d ic a te s  
lau n ch  on the  r e c y c l e  cou ld  no t b e g in  u n t i l  5 -6 :0 0  AM . W h ee le r  s ay s  
th is  is  too  l a t e ,  and  they  a r r i v e  a t  an  a g r e e m e n t  th a t  S harp  w ould 
lau n ch  w h a t he co u ld  up to  4 :00 A M  and  w ould  th en  have  to  c e a s e .

1:00 AM  (1:00 P M , A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ):  C O N ST E L L A T IO N  
la u n c h e s  fo u r  A - I s  w h ich  d e p a r t  fo r  HON GAY, fly ing  a t  an a l t i tu d e  of 
f r o m  1 ,0 0 0  - 5 ,0 0 0  f e e t .  HON GAY is  360 n a u t ic a l  m i le s  aw ay . 
C O N S T E L L A T IO N  a l s o  la u n c h e s  fo u r  A - I s  w h ich  d e p a r t  fo r  LOC CHAO, 
fly ing  a t  an  a l t i tu d e  of 1, 000 - 5, 000 fe e t .  LOC CHAO is  330 n a u t ic a l  
m i l e s . aw ay .

1:11 A M  (1:11 P M , A u g u st  5, Saigon  t im e ;  7±11 P M , A u g u s t  4, 
CIN CPA C t im e ) :  C IN CPA C duty o f f ic e r  c a l l s  L t  C o lone l S m ith  in 
M c N a m a r a 's  o ff ice  an d  s a y s  th a t  the  e s t i m a t e d  t im e s  o v e r  t a r g e t  
fo r  the  TICO N D ERO G A  w ill  be 1:15 AM  fo r  th e  f i r s t  and  1:25 A M  
fo r  the  sec o n d .  " E v e ry th in g  i s  on t r a c k ,  " he r e p o r t s .

1:15 AM  (1:15 P M , A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ) :  TICONDEROGA's: 
s ix  F - 8 s  la u n c h e d  a t  12:34 AM  s t r i k e  QUANG KHE w ith  20 m m  s h e l l s  
and  5" r o c k e t s .  T h e r e  is  no AA f i r e .  Seven b o a ts  a r e  s ig h ted ,  fou r  
a r e  s e v e r e ly  d a m a g e d  and  one m o d e r a te ly .  T h e re  a r e  no U. S. l o s s e s .

1:25 AM  (1:25 P M , A u g u s t  5, S a igon  t im e ) :  TICO N D ER O G A 's 
fo u r  A - I s  la u n c h e d  a t  10:43 P M , s ix  A - 4 s  la u n c h e d  a t  12:15 A M  and 
s ix  F -B s  la u n c h e d  a t  12:15 A M  s t r ik e  a t  th e  VINH - B EN  THUY- 
PH U C LOI c o m p le x .  T hey  r e p o r t  m o d e r a te  AA f i r e .  Of the  s ix
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s igh ted , fo u r  a r e  m o d e r a te ly  d a m a g e d  and  two l ig h t ly  d a m ag e d .
E ig h t  POLi ta n k s  and  two AA guns a r e  d e s t r o y e d .  T h e re  a r e  no 
U. S. l o s s e s .  The o rd n a n c e  u s e d  r a n g e s  f r o m  1 ,000  lb . b o m b s  
to 5" Z un i r o c k e t s  to 2. 75 m m  r o c k e t s .

2:16 A M  (8:16 P M , A u g u s t  4, C IN CPA C tim e ) :  S h a rp  c a l l s  
M c N a m a r a 's  o ff ice  and  g iv e s  the  f i r s t  s t r i k e  r e p o r t  to  C o lone l Moody. 
He s t a t e s  th a t  VINH h a s  b e e n  s t r u c k ,  th e  o il in s ta l l a t io n  is  b u rn in g  
f i e r c e ly ,  th e  fo u r  P T  b o a ts  in  the  h a r b o r  hav e  a l l  b e e n  h i t ,  w ith  one 
dead  in  th e  w a te r .  H eavy  f la k  h a s  b e e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  and  one F - 8  is  
h it ,  h e a d e d  fo r  DA NANG. M oody s a y s  V ance  w il l  be  p ro m p t ly  
a d v is e d  of t h e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  V ance  is  in fo r m e d  im m e d ia te ly .

2:30 AM  (2:30 P M , A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ) :  The C O N S T E L ­
LATION la u n c h e s  te n  A -4 s  and  tw o F - 4 s  w h ich  d e p a r t  fo r  HON GAY 
a t  an  a l t i tu d e  of 25, 0 0 0 -3 0 , 000 fe e t .  HON GAY is  360 n a u t ic a l  m i le s  
aw ay . T he  C O N S T E L L A T IO N  a l s o  la u n c h e s  f ive  A - 4 s  and  t h r e e  
F - 4 s  w h ic h  th e n  d e p a r t  fo r  LOC CHAO, f ly in g  a t  an  a l t i tu d e  of 
25, 0 0 0 -3 0 , 000 f e e t .  LOC CHAO is  330 n a u t ic a l  m i le s  aw ay .

3:25 A M  (3:25 P M , A u g u s t  5, Saigon  t im e ):  CO N STE LLA T IO N 'S  
fo u r  A - I s  la u n c h e d  a t  1:00 A M  and  i t s  f ive  A -4 s  and  th r e e  F - 4 s  
la u n c h e d  a t  2:30 AM , s t r i k e  a t  LOC CHAO. T hey  r e p o r t  m o d e r a te  
AA f i r e  (20 m m  f r o m  th e  b o a ts ) .  T he  b o a ts  a r e  not u n d e r  w ay . Of 
the  f ive  P T  b o a ts  s ig h te d ,  two a r e  d a m a g e d  s e r io u s ly  and t h r e e  
m o d e r a te l y .  One A -1  a i r c r a f t  ( S a th e r ' s ,  t h i r d  in  the  co lum n) is  
sho t down. One A -1  is  d a m ag e d ,  b u t  r e t u r n s  to  c a r r i e r  s a fe ly .
The a t t a c k s  l a s t  25 m in u te s .  2. 75" r o c k e t s  and  20 m m  s t r a f in g  
a t t a c k s  a r e  u s e d .

3:40 A M  (3:40 P M , A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ):  CO N STE LLA T IO N 'S  
fo u r  A - l s  la u n c h e d  a t  1:00 AM  an d  i t s  te n  A - 4 s  and  two F - 4 s  lau n ch e d  
a t  2:30 A M , s t r i k e  HON GAY. T hey  r e p o r t  m o d e ra te  to h eav y  AA f i r e .  
Of the  f ive  b o a ts  s ig h te d ,  f ive  a r e  d e s t r o y e d .  The b o a ts  do no t get 
u n d e r  w ay  u n t i l  a f t e r  the  a t t a c k  s t a r t e d .  A lv a r e z '  A -4  a i r c r a f t ,  the 
sec o n d  in  co lu m n , is  sh o t  down w h ile  on a sec o n d  p a s s  a g a in s t  b o a ts  
a t  a n c h o r .  T he  a t t a c k  l a s t s  25 m in u te s ,  w ith  2. 75" r o c k e t s  and
20 m m  s t r a f in g  a t ta c k s  u t i l iz e d .
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3:43 A M  (9:43 P M , A u g u s t  4 , C IN C PA C  t im e ) :  S h a rp  t e l l s  
W ism an  of th e  J o in t  Staff th a t  i t  m ig h t  be  b e s t  to  p u l l  the  MADDOX 
and  C. T U R N E R  JOY out of th e i r  p a t r o l  b e c a u s e  th ey  a r e  low  on 
fu e l  and  a m m u n it io n ,  and  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  hav e  a l r e a d y  b e en  
given  a  "good  p u n is h m e n t .  ” S h a rp  ad d s  th a t  to  k eep  the  d e s t r o y e r s  
on s ta t io n  m ig h t  in v i te  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s ,  p e r h a p s  e v en  a  l o s s .
W ism an  s a y s  th i s  w il l  r e q u i r e  JC S  a p p ro v a l .

3:58 AM  (9:58 P M , A u g u s t  4, C IN C PA C  tim e ) :  M cC utcheon  
a t  CIN CPA C c a l l s  W ism an  ab o u t  p u ll in g  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  out. M c ­
C utcheon  s a y s  th a t  th e s e  d e s t r o y e r s  hav e  s p e c ia l  e q u ip m e n t  and  
could  no t r e a d i l y  be  r e p la c e d ,  bu t th a t  the  sh ip s  have  had  s e v e r a l  
s l e e p le s s  n ig h ts .  The r e l i e f  of th e s e  sh ip s  w ou ld  be t e m p o r a r y  
only, ab o u t a  24 h o u r  r e s t ,  a f t e r  the  s t r i k e s  had  c e a s e d .  W ism an  
s a y s  he w i l l  t a lk  to  B u rc h in a l .

4:03 A M  (4:03 P M , A u g u s t  5, S a igon  tim e):  TICONDEROGA 
la u n c h e s  fo u r  F - 8 s  and  e ig h t  A - 4 s  w h ich  d e p a r t  fo r  the  r e s t r i k e  
a g a in s t  VINH.

4:15 A M  {4i 15 P M , A u g u s t  5, Saigon t im e ) :  TICONDEROGA 
la u n c h e s  tw o A - 4 s  w h ich  d e p a r t  fo r  HON ME a t  an  a l t i tu d e  of 25, 000 
fe e t .

4:41 .AM: W ism a n  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l  and  t e l l s  h im  th a t  an  A -1  
and A - 4  f r o m  the  C O N S T E L L A T IO N  have  b e e n  lo s t  o v e r  HON GAY. 
(N o te : A c tu a l ly ,  one w as  l o s t  o v e r  HON GAY, a n o th e r  o v e r  LOC 
C H A O .) B u r c h in a l  i s  the  f i r s t  to  be n o tif ied ,  an d  he  s u g g e s ts  th a t  
W ism an  in f o r m  th e  C h ie fs  and  th e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e fen se .  V ance  is  
in fo r m e d  im m e d ia te ly .

4 :45 A M  (4:45 P M , A u g u s t  5, Sa igon  t im e ) :  T IC O N D ER O G A 's 
fo u r  F - 8 s  an d  e ig h t  A - 4 s ,  a l l  la u n c h e d  a t 4:03 AM , s t r i k e  VINH.
T h ey  r e p o r t  h e a v y  AA f i r e  f r o m  the  a d d i t io n a l  AA guns b ro u g h t  in to  
p o s i t io n  a f t e r  f i r s t  s t r i k e ,  b u t  th e y  d e s t r o y  two to  fo u r  P O L  tan k s  
and  s ix  AA g u n s .  T h e r e  a r e  no U, S. l o s s e s .

5:15 A M  (5:15 P M , A u g u s t  5, S a igon  t im e ) :  T ICO N D ER O G A 's  
tw o A - 4 s ,  la i in ch ed  a t  4:15 A M , s t r i k e  HON ME w ith  20 m m  s h e l l s  
and  r o c k e t s .  T h ey  r e p o r t  no AA f i r e .  Of the  s ix  b o a ts  s ig h te d ,  t h r e e  
a r e  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h r e e  m o d e r a te ly  d a m ag e d ,  and  one is  f o r c e d  to  b e a c h .  
T h e re  a r e  no U. S. l o s s e s .
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6:08 A M : W ism an  c a l l s  M u stin  aind s a y s  the  o p e ra t io n  is  
j u s t  ab o u t woiind up and  w as  a  " p r e t ty  good e f fo r t ,  h igh ly  s u c c e s s ­
fu l. " He s t a t e s  th a t  S h a rp  w as  ab le  to  a c c o m p l i s h  the  r e c y c le  
a g a in s t  VINH a n d  th a t  the  d e s t r o y e r  p a t r o l  i s  be ing  p u l le d  out, 
w ith  a p p ro v a l ,  fo r  r e p le n i s h m e n t .

8:30 AM  (2:30 A M , A u g u s t  5, C IN C PA C  tim e):  M c N a m a ra  
c a l l s  G e n e ra l  M ilton  a t  C IN CPA C to  c h ec k  on th e  r e s u l t s  of the  
p u n it iv e  s t r i k e ,  b a s e d  on p r e s e n t  in fo rm a t io n .  H e re ,  th e se  f a c t s  
a r e  c o n f i rm e d :

64 s t r i k e  s o r t i e s  w e r e  la u n c h e d  (w ith 59 p la n e s )  
a g a in s t  4 N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  p a t r o l  b o a t  b a s e s ,  
in c lu d in g  the  LOC CHAO e s tu a r y ,  and  the s u p p o r t ­
ing o il  s to r a g e  d ep o t  a t  VINH.

A bou t 25 P T  b o a ts  w e re  d e s t r o y e d  o r  d am ag e d ,  in 
a d d i t io n  to  d a m a g e  to  th e i r  b a s e s  and  su p p o r t in g  
f a c i l i t i e s .

A n e s t i m a te d  90% of the  VINH oil depot, con ta in ing
14 ta n k s  and  10% of th e  p e t r o l e u m  c ap a c i ty  of N o r th  
V ie tn am , w as  d e s t r o y e d .  Sm oke w as  s e e n  r i s in g  
to 14, 000 fe e t .

Two U. S. Navy a i r c r a f t  w e re  lo s t  and two d am ag e d .
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Tcaterday w* r«««iv«d reports froaa tlui Co«aiBJUMier»ia»Chi«£ of tk« 

Pttcilic Fl««t thal « oiglittim* iaeidaat « « • occurrlog in latoraatioaai 

w*t«r« Uk tkw Gttli o( Tonkin. CINCPAC r«port« tlMt two United Stntcs 

destroyers* on m roatia* pntrol 42 m ilos from Innd in Um Gulf of  Toakin, 

vor*  moMCod by fo«r unidsnlifiod « •• • • ! •  whick« bocauM of tholr 

dispositions, coorsos, *nd spoods indicntod iMstUs intont. T te  dostroysrs. 

nftor clMAginf courss to mlniu^iso dnogor to tiMiasoivos and s ito r tlie 

ttoidsntifisd vsssols continuod to cioso* firod «nrain§ rownds. Insspko of 

thoss warning rooads, tlks anidontUiod vsssols contiaasd to closo. TIm 

dastroyors tlwa propsriy opoasd f irs , and Um  approackiag craft disappeared 

witkottt cloaii^ aikflicianliy to opsn firo on t te  dastroyors. TIm d sstro y srs aro 

coatinaiag tiMir patrols in tiM iatsraaticmai w»tars of tiM Oaif of ToaUa and 

U. 8. Air Forces and Sea fo rc e s  rem ain prepared to raspoad isuxbodiately 

to any attack.
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OFF THE RECORD 

PRESS CONFERENCE NO, 30-B

o f  the

PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES

1:15 P.M.
Saturday
September 19, 1964

In the P r e s id e n t 's  O ffic e
At the White House
W ashington, 0 , C,

THE PRESIDENT: I thought th a t  you would l ik e  to  know 
fo r  background - -  t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  fo r  background — what I have 
been doing th e l a s t  few hours in  con n ection  w ith  the in c id e n t  th a t  
you rep orted  y esterd a y  in  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin,

I b e lie v e  i t  would be h e lp fu l to  you and c e r ta in ly  to  
your e d ito r s  auid your h ea d lin e  w r ite r s  and the country i f  you had 
f u l l  in form ation  on a l l  th e  knowledge th a t  the P r es id en t has and how 
we have d ea lt: w ith  i t .

Y esterday morning w h ile  I was rev iew in g  rep o rts  from 
th e  S ta te  Department and the I n t e l l ig e n c e  Department and th e  
D efense Department and o th er  C abinet o f f i c e r s  rep o rts  th a t  flow  
to  me each  day, I had a c a l l  from S ecretary  McNamara sh o r t ly  
a f t e r  n in e  o 'c lo c k  sa y in g  th a t  they had a f la s h  o f  the in c id e n t  
th a t  was la t e r  d escr ib ed  to  you as a fragm entary rep o rt and th a t  
he wanted to  a le r t  me to  th a t  and th a t he would keep me inform ed  
as to  any fu r th er  r e p o r ts .

That was roughly n in e  o 'c lo c k  a t  n ig h t o u t th e r e . To 
any o f  your o ld  s a i l o r s ,  t h i s  would be understandable. To those  
o f  you who have not been on th e  h igh  sea s  and had to  depend on 
radar in  the m iddle o f  a b ig  ocean in  the m iddle o f  a dark n ig h t ,  
you may be ab le  to  ^^jgpseive i t  w ith  more c e r ta in ty ,  A lack  o f  
knowledge som etim es/iis h e lp fu l in  s i t u a t io n s  l ik e  t h i s .

As the D efense Department s t a te d ,  the rep o rts  were 
fragm entary. They d escr ib ed  the f a c t  th a t  they were out on ro u tin e  
p a tr o l ,  42 m ile s  from leind 2ind th a t  u n id e n t if ie d  v e s s e ls  
approached them and they  gave them a warning and they d id  n o t 
heed th e  w arning. They continued  to  c lo s e  upon them and they  
then p rop erly  in  accordance w ith  th e  in s tr u c t io n s  th a t  had 
been g iv en  th en , th ey  opened f i r e  euid the u n id e n t if ie d  v e s s e ls  
disap p eared .

Throughout th a t  n ig h t ,  which was the day h e r e , we 
m aintained  both sea  and a ir  sea rch , p a tr o l and I gu ess a good 
word xa o b se r v a tio n , and the Commander-in-Chief o f  the P a c if ic  
Fleetfi^INCPAC asked fo r  d a y lig h t  recon n a issan ce  and search  and 
o b serv a tio n  which has been f u l ly  rep orted  to  us t h i s  morning 
and has been c a r e fu l ly  ev a lu a ted ib y  the J o in t  C h iefs and by the  
Chairman o f  the J o in t  C h ie fs , They brought th e se  rep o rts  emd 
e v a lu a t io n s  in  to  me about 11 o 'c lo c k .  The l a s t  two hours we 
have d isc u sse d  w ith  then — the Under S ecreta ry  o f  D efen se ,
Mr, Vamce, S ecreta ry  o f  D efense McNamara, the Chairman o f  the  
J o in t  C h ie fs , and S ecreta ry  Rusk, Mr, B a ll  and Mr, Thwnpson,
G eneral C arter o f  CIA, and !lr. McNaughton, Mr, Reedy, Mr. Bundy 
and I .

S ecreta ry  McNamara w i l l  g iv e  you a more d e ta i le d  and 
te c h n ic a l s ta te n e n t  very  s h o r t ly .  I thought th a t I shou ld  inform  
you o f  when I g o t  the in fo rm a tio n , what in form ation  I g o t ,  which 
was namely th a t  th ey  were b eing  approached by u n id e n t if ie d  v e s s e ls  
and they were b ein g  warned. They were ca rry in g  ou t t h e ir  orders  
to  take a c tio n  in  a s i t u a t io n  o f  t h i s  k in d . MORE
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Ve have a right to the high sea s  and we w ill per serv e  and maintain  

that right, and we acted accord ingly .
Then, follow ing their d isappearance, we took extra 

precautions by air and se a  to d e te  r m in e  if  there w ere any other 
h ostile  or unknown or unidentified v e s s e ls  in the a rea , and none 
have been d isco v ered .

Ve w ill continue to m aintain our patrol in international 
w aters of the Gulf of Tonkin and our United States Air F orce and 
our sea  fo rces  have been instructed  and d irected  and w ill rem ain  
prepared  to respond to any attack.

So what it adds up to is  very  b r ie fly  th is: Our ships in 
the n ight-tim e w ere to ld  by th eir  radar that they w ere being approached. 
Ve don't want to get a destroyer sunk, so our commanding o fficers  of 

th ose v e s s e ls  said  stop , look, and lis ten  before fir ing  over them . The 
radar showed them  continuing to m ove in , so  they prom ptly responded  
in accordance with th eir  proper action under those c ircu m sta n ces. 
S everal PT b oats, sev e ra l v e s s e ls ,  w hatever they w ere, d isappeared.

vVe pursued them  through their night, which was our day, 
throughout the a rea , and the only proper way to  describe it is  
that we have a report from  CINCPAC that they have disappeared.
H is rep orts are  from  the com m anders o f the d estroyers and we 
continue to m aintain our patrol.

QUESTION: Do you have any reason  to b elieve  the boats 
w ere sunk?

THE PRESIDENT; We d escrib e it as "disappeared".

CUESTIDN: Mr. P resid en t, are the instructions to  them  
the sam e as w ere  issu ed  in the previous incident?

QUESTION: Vhat about our v e s s e l ,  M r, P resid en t?  Yhat 
kind of sh ips w ere those of ours that w ere approached? Were they  
de stro y ers  ?

THE PRESIDENT: I gu ess it is  a ll right to say d estro y ers . 
They w ere d e s tro y e rs . Ve have other fo rces in the area . We don't 
want the enem y to fe e l that -> I don't want to  get too s p e c i f i c  on 
just the number and what we have, but our d estro y ers  w ere approached  
by unidentified v e s s e ls .

I want to be frank with you and I have adequate knowledge 
on the sub ject. I think it would be a litt le  b etter , though, if  you took 
the deta iled  announcement that w ill be on the w ires from  the Pentagon  
as soon as Mr. M cNam ara returns th ere . I don't want you to have to 
learn  m y actions from  the Colonel in the D efense Departm ent when 
you are stationed here to cover m e. On the other hand, I don't want 
to be describ ing the d etailed  m ilitary  operations and the descriptions  
of the boats and the age of the com manding o ffic e r s , and things of 
that kind, although I am  prepared to do so . The answ er is  it w as  
d estro y ers  and I don't want to get into any m ore deta ils than that.

QUESTION: Vhen you say we gave warning that w as fired  
in the air at f ir s t ,  before we pursued - -

THE PRESIDENT; ATe fired; y e s .

QUESTION: Was there any firing from  the other v e s s e ls
at a ll?

MORE
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THE PRESIDENT; I am aot in a position to confirm  that 
there was* I think that you should take up the deta ils oflthe incident 
with the people who have at their fingertips the description  of the 
incident.

For your inform ation, I would confine my P resid en tia l 
background to th is: that unidentified v e s s e ls  approached u s , we 
warned them , we responded,tsand they disappeared.

q u e s t i o n : h'ir. P resid en t, do you and your /adm inistration  
con sid er th is a th ird attack, then? I gather from  wheit you said for 
background that you don't consider it a th ird deliberate attack, or you 
haven’t decided whether it i s .

THE PRESIDENT: I w ill repeat just what Ihave sa id . Our 
d«38troyers w ere inform ed by their radar of the approach of unidenti­
fied  v e s s e ls .  They warned those v e s s e ls .  They responded. The 
v e s s e ls  d isappeared.

QUESTION: Y es, s ir .

QUESTION: M r, P resid en t, for the record , is  there any 
reaction  that you w ill give us of your own to th is incident? Is there  
any statem ent that you care to make about it?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think that th is na tter  is  best  
handled by trying not to e x e r c ise  judgment until you have inform ation. 
That is  what w e have done. We try to m aintain our equilibrium  and 
our knowledge of what is  happening, and to respond im m ediately  to 
any attack , but not to u nw isely , accid en tly , or r e c k le s s ly  start a w ar.

QUESTION: Mr. P resid en t, was there any —

THE PRESIDENT: But I am saying that as background b e ­
cause I don't want - -  I am very  co n sc io u s, after a lm ost 30 years on 
the Naval A ffa irs and Arm ed S erv ices C om m ittees o f the House and 
Senate, and the postw ar M ilitary P o lic y  C om m ittee, the Joint C om ­
m ittee on A tom ic E nergy, of the fact that statem ents and Senaite 
sp eech es and a r t ic le s  by our own people m ay have contributed to m is ­
leading both the K aiser  and H itler , and m ay have brought about the  
starting of a w ar, b ecau se they m isca lcu la ted  our position  and our 
w illin gn ess to respond and our state o f p rep ared n ess, and whether we 
would rea lly  get into the war or not a iter  the Lusitania was sunk, or 
after P e a r l Harbor when the ships went down. They listen ed  to a lot 
of v o ices  that they re a lly  b elieved  that we couldn't or wouldn't fight, 
and maybe we w ere brought in ea r lie r  than we oth erw ise would have 
been or maybe not brought in at a ll.

So I want to avoid any gam bles like that that are not n e c e s ­
sary  to take. I think that our country has a position in the w orld . We 
have the right o f the high se a s . We are going to maintain that right.
We are not going to be provocative and throw our weight around, but 
when we are attacked we are going to respond. Those are the orders to 
our people.

I m ust repeat to a ll you old Navy men the concern that you 
m ust have felt a good m any nights at 8:30 in the evening on a dark night 
when you saw  a high W2dce or you had to depend on your radar, and now 
you se e  it and now you don't. When th ese  men saw on th e ir  radar screen  
that they w ere being approached, they prom ptly responded before they  
lo s t  a d e s tr o y e r .

MDRE
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If they hadn't responded, you would want to know why.
So they did respond —

QUESTION: Do you think there is  a statem ent - -

THE PRESIDENT; Let m e fin ish  my statem ent.

The radar kept showing that they w ere  coming on in . I 
b eliev e  M r. M cNam ara w ill give you the d e ta ils . I b e liev e  CINCPAC 
rep orts  there w ere four unidentified v e s s e ls .  W ell, they gave 
them  further resp on se and they d isappeared . We have rmde daylight 
p atro ls which went on during our night»tim e. When we woke up 
th is  morning w e had the r e su lts  of those daytime patrols which I 
have told you all I can about, a ll I know. Then we m et to evaluate 
those and talked to A dm iral Sharp, and had the Joint C h iefs' 
evaluation of them , and concluded what M r, M cNamara w ill shortly  
t e l l  you,

C follow s
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QUESTION: Can you say whether the sea  tcfti d isclose-:, 
any d eb ris  on the sea?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say th a t  the view  we had t h is  
morning showed th a t th ere  was a d isappearance o f  the v e s s e l s ,  I 
have no more in form ation  than th a t ,

QUESTION: Would i t  appear, s i r ,  th a t  thds ep isod e  would 
be c lo s e d  now, th a t  th ere  i s  no fu r th er  a c tio n  connected  w ith  
t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  in c id en t?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say I-lr, IIcNamara w i l l  cover  
th a t  in  h is  sta tem en t. But I would say th a t ure w i l l  con tinue  
to  m aintain  our p a tr o l and be prepared to  do so ,

QUESTION: Mr, P r e s id e n t , in  e f f e c t  the rep orts — 
w e l l ,  was th ere  any d elay  in  communications because o f  inade­
quacy in  ' : communication in  g e t t in q  the rep orts?

THE PRESIDENT: No,

QUESTION: You were g iven  f u l l  rep orts?

THE PRESIDENT: We g o t  in form ation  as i t  became a v a i l ­
ab le  and th ere  was no d e lay  in  any in form ation  th a t you obtained  
in  the even in g  from ou t on the h igh  s e a s ,  I could  make same 
comments cUaout im p u ls iv e n e ss , but I am n ot go in g  to .  I t  w asn 't  
on our p a r t , I have been v e r y , very c a r e fu l and very ca u tio u s  
to  d escr ib e  ev ery th in g  th a t  we have th a t  i s  confirm ed. I t  i s  
in form ation  th a t i s  s o l i d .  So you can have a l l  the in form ation  
th a t  we have. But sometimes p eop le  can g e t  i t  e a s ie r  in  an 
o f f i c e  b u ild in g  than th ey  can from a d estro y er  deck. But the  
rep o rts  caune ,in*~'.rThe rep o rts-a re . b^sed on ju s t  what I have 
sa id  to  you. They were fragm entary. They have to  be checked.
We d o n 't  is s u e  orders to  go to  war on the b a s is  o f  a h e a d lin e ,

QUESTION: Mr, P r e s id e n t , I ga th er  you are not is s u in g  
a new warning or ultim atum  or anything to  North V ie t  Nam?

THE PRESIDENT: We have made o u r se lv e s  p e r fe c t ly  
c le a r  to  the world th a t we are ao ing  to  m aintain  our r ig h ts  in  
in te r n a t io n a l w a ters . We are prepared to  respond to  any a tta c k ,

QUESTION: Were any o f  our a ir c r a f t  in v o lv e d , s i r ,  
from our sh ip s?

THE PRESIDENT: I d o n 't  want to  g e t  in to  the d e t a i l s  
o f  t h i s  in c id e n t ,  I would l ik e  you to  teike th a t up w ith  
S ecreta ry  McNamara, S t r i c t ly  o f f  the record , the a ir c r a f t  are 
in v o lv ed  because im m ediately upon th e  s ig h t in g  o f  the s h ip s ,  
th e  a ir c r a f t  are latmched to  p a tr o l th e  s k ie s .  But they were 
n ot sh o o tin g . But I would tak e th a t up w ith  S ecreta ry  McNamara,

QUESTION: How many sh ip s  o f  ours were in v o lv e d ,
Mr, P resid en t?

THE PRESIDENT: Two d e s tr o y e r s ,

QUESTION: Would you say whether they are th e same 
d e s tr o y e r s , the Maddox and the C, Turner Joy?
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THE PRESIDENT: No, but you can g e t  th a t . They 
w i l l  g iv e  you th e  nanes o f  them, I want to  a iv e  you a l l  the  
in form ation  th a t  the C onnander-in-CSiief, the P r e s id e n t , h a s, 
th a t you are e n t i t l e d  t o ,  because your r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  i s  coverin g  
mej The d e t a i l s  o f  th e  s i z e  o f  the deck and th e  s iz e  o f  the guns, 
the k ind o f  rad ar, the e x a c t t i n e ,  th e  number o f men aboard ~ -  
I know th a t th ere  are roughly 250 on a d e s tr o y e r , but I d o n 't  
want t o  g e t  in to  th a t , I  th ink  you would g e t  more accurate  
and harder in fo rm a tio n , more d e t a i l ,  over th e r e . The reason  
I d o n 't  want t o  i s  I d o n 't  want the g e n e r a ls . C o lon els  and 
Adm irals a l l  f e e l in g  l ik e  I am ta k in g  over th a t , I d o n 't want 
to  develop  an envy or g ea lo u sly «

QUESTION: S ir ,  can you t e l l  us i f  th ere  are any 
C3iinese Coromxinist p a tr o l a c t i v i t i e s  in  th a t  area as opposed to  
North Vietnam ese?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I c a n 't ,  I b e l ie v e  I covered  
th a t w ith  u n id e n t if ie d  v e s s e l s .  That means ifeab you d o n 't  know,

QUESTION: No, s i r ,  o b v io u s ly ,

QUESTION: Mr, P r e s id e n t , rad io  Heinoi i s  say in g  th a t  
t h i s  i s ,  in  e f f e c t ,  an unprovoked a tta ck  cuid they are going to  
take t h i s  to  th e  In te r n a tio n a l C ontrol Commission, What i s  
your f e e l in g  on th at?

THE PRESIDENT: J u st what I have to ld  you , 'Riey cem 
say w hatever they want, I have to ld  you what I have to ld  you,

QUESTION: Mr, P r e s id e n t , th ey  a ls o  say we were sh oot­
in g  a t  phantoms,

THE PRESIDENT: I have to ld  you what we know about i t ,

QUESTION: Mr, P r e s id e n t , to  whom may we a t tr ib u te  
t h is ?  I<Jhat s o r t  o f  a t t r ib u t io n  are we using?

THE PRESIDENT: You ceui say  the P res id e n t d id  t h i s ,  
the P resid en t i s  inform ed o f  t h i s ,  and i t  i s  understood the  
P resid en t was n o t i f ie d  o f  t h i s ,  and t h i s  was th e  a c tio n  the  
P resid en t to o k , 05c i f  you have any p rid e  in  au th orsh ip , you 
can say th a t t h i s  i s  what the P res id en t d id ,

THE PRESS: Thcink you vejry much.

END
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