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« ■  ■ %   !;i H  j /  : i i r

J:vi* -'...C''j  V

" ^  c iirono iog ica l accouilt o f th e 'e v e rits ' ol^'Tuesdai^''ibgxist 4," ’
-’'' '-'[j' '•'ii--/V’• • ; '* '’ -<;. ., ' • ■ • •■ - -‘.  . . . .   ̂ < .. ' • ’'.V '•■■>■■-

■ liK i  i  O K i l  r > r i ( ^  T « T a / ^  A n m i < ^ 4  C \ r \ ^ ) i  ^  <-.   j  j : L i   ? ; • Jb t: and Wednesday, August % "l$ 6 h  as th ey  r e la te  to  th e  a tta c k s  On th e
. . , ■ • . . .  . .

’sv^ t d es tro y e rs  MADDOX and C. TURNER JOY in  in te rn a t io n a l  w aters by p a i r d l  b o a t s ' ‘
T7’v; ' ■ ■ ■':'< ■

N orth Vietnamese Navy arid th e  subsequently  executed r e t a l i a to r y  ■, ,

^ t r i k e s  a g a in s t th e  North V ietnaifese by naval a irc ra f i;  from th e  USS' " ' '■ ^

' ;iM'r' "CONSTELLATION and TlCONDERCXSA. ĝ ,■ % ' . r  j ts v  ■"
V

: chroijology, o f  co v irse /b an  ever hope to  cap ture  th e  f u l l  f la v o r  and  ̂ 4 ■ i,v,
. ■.
. aA; in te n s i ty  o f th e se  tv o  days in  August. The events v e re  com plex/ the  pressures"" '

■'’■I"'
." </■ vfere g re a t .  Throughout, however, a htaaber o f  b a s ic  themes emerge.' There i s T :  :

■"30 ' "the search  f o r  o p tio n s , as word o f  th e  second a t ta c k  on th e  destrciy^ts •;

o | ^  in  e a r ly  on th e  morning o f  August k t h .  These op tions must be shap

' ed n o t only  to  th e  immediate problem o f d ea lin g  s-i-rlttly  and sh arp ly  v i th  th e
I S  ■ - - ■ . ‘«« -v;,. gQ^t Bases b u t must, in  th e  s e le c t io n  o f a d d itio n a l re in fo rcem en ts, d e a l " - ■ 

^  ■ "fe? '
“ <; ‘ as w e ll w ith  th e  long rang^ s t r a te g ic  inQjlica'iions o f th e  s i tu a t io n .  There  ̂ •

0  '‘W; i s  a  p e rio d  o f c a re fu l ly  re f in in g  th e se  op tions fo r  th e  P re s id e n t, tk e   .. : '

• u ltim a te  d e c is io n  re s t in g  in  h is  hands. Plairaing th e  ..^rlke occupies"'a ‘

•■' " ""'good p a r t  o f  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f th e  4 th , coupled ir ith  th e  i n s i s t e n t  demand ■ 1”';
, , *•. , ■'  ̂

t h a t  th e  a tta c k s  on th e  ie s tro y e rs  be v e r i f ie d  c le a r ly  and convincing ly . . |
-u 4 it; .;!?"■ •"• '■‘ ■'............ . . . ■ ■

Throughout th e  evening, word i s  a traited fo r  th e  f i r s t  lc.-anch, s ig n a l l in g  ■ ■, '

th e  s t a r t  o f  th e  r e t a l i a t o r y ’response . The laim ches be£i r: a t  10 :43^ieia»y f/^,
<■. . .. . . ■ ■ r
and th e  Preside"-!: j^bes on th e  a i r  wi-'Iiin f:.-; hour to  anhcvaice our a c tio n

I;.;”’ ’ to  th e  w orld, f i n a l ly ,  th e  s t r ik e  i ts t .- 'J  i;:,'com pleted, a 'r6m arka-v< '■; ,,, ' ■ "■
'‘f'" .. ■ ■ > .-■■■' ' ' 

su c c e ss fu l o p e ra tio n . ■ ':? i; ;K.', :

■ ■ ■ :  . i  r . - : -  ■-.
■ ■■ ■ ■

, . ■:<.• • ■ •■ A .  *••■ H ?;. ■ ■ A  : ■ ‘V  ^  . * 4: f ; I I  • «•  *  ■
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ciironoioisy has r e l i e d  s u b s ta j i t ia l ly  6a  c a t l e s ,  re co rH i^ s '] ''

■̂e 2
i^r ,
diaps,

r e le a s e s ,  m inutes o f  re le v a n t  m e e tin g s /a n d  d isc iiss io n s  w ith  M essrs.

11McNamara, Vande, Bundy, McNaughton and G eneral W heeler.  'n ■

>̂■,41;:;''!!' remembered th a t  much o f  th e  a c tio n  re p o rte d  i s  le^ytyorring

• '■ sim viltaneously a t  d i f f e r e n t  le v e ls   th e  Pentagon, in  CINCPAC H eadquarterst. ' Att^  i T-ifrf
Honolvilu, Tonkin G ulf, th e  South China. Sea, £ind th e  t a r g e t  eu bas. Most o f

ih e s e  lo c a tio n s  k r e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  tim e zones, and re p o r ts  o f  th e  a c t io n  a r r iv e

a t  d i f f e r e n t  in te r v a l s .  For eaSe o f re fe re n c e , however,’ a l£  o f  th e  tim es ,
 I ■ .1 I /    .1  .....................................

■ u n le ss  othen ri'se In d ic a te d , a re  W ashington E as te rn  D ay ligh t Time. '

Saigon tim e i s  12 hovirs l a t e r  th a n  EOT. G ulf o f  Tonkin tim e i s  13•i- ! r ' ■I ...... ;

h ours l a t e r ,  b u t th e  D estroyed  in  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin k ep t Saigon tim e .

( .fU ''' ' ClNCPAC (H onolulu) tim e i s  6 h'oufs e a r l i e r  th a n  EDI. ‘ Thus, fo r  example, 

;^;5r ’ 10:00 Al'I i n  W ashin^on i s  10:00 H1 Saigon tim e and 4 :00  Aid H onolulu tim e .

The v a rio u s  a b b re v ia tio n s 'u se d  th roughout a re  th e s6 :
rp

dlNCfiACCommander i n  & l e f ^  P a c if ic   A d rd fa i Sharp
! :i

' : li 

. M

*•' •' 't' *" • ■' • I 'i “4̂ '(?.' ■ "■ •
CmCPACKfl? -  Commander in  C h ief, P a c if ic  F le e t  -  A d m ir^ M o o r^   ̂ .f.*
. . .    . . . . . . . . .
CCiJSEVElilTHFI/r -  Commander. Seventh F le e t  -  A d m ii^  ."ohnson '

  V  ■ V V I L

''i ■“ • *• '

u ••.:>■
f*

i r i l v
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TUESDAY 

AUGUST 4th, 1964 

7;40 AM: (7s40 PM , August 4, Saigon Tim «) - •  The MADIX>X 

re p o r ts  th a t an a ttack  ap p ea rs  Im m inent fro m actions taken by unidentified 

v e s s e ls .  The MADDOX, in com pany with the C. TURNER JOY, is  heading 
\

s o T ^ e a s t n e a r  the  c en te r  of the GuUf of Tonkin in in te rn a tio n a l w a te rs  

approxinoately 65 m ile s  fro m the n e a re s t  land. T hese  sh ips im m ediate ly  

go cm the a le r t .  (NMCC re c e iv e s  th is  re p o r t a t about 9:30 A M .}

8 il3 AMs —> F i r s t  w ord oi a possib le  a ttack on the MADDOX is 

rec e iv e d a t the  Pentagon by the H A Indications C en ter over the phone fro m NSA. 

While on the phone, a  copy td the  !^ A fie ld unit m essag e  a r r iv e s  and copies 

a r e  d e livered , som etim e 9:00 a . m . to the  S e c re ta ry  of

Defense M cN am ara, and the C hairm an of the  J < ^ t  Chiefs of Staff W heeler.

The m essag e  s ta te s  th a t th e re  a r e  " im m inen t p lans of DRV naval acticm 

possib ly  ag a in st DeSoto m ission'* g a th ered frcHn COMINT.

8;36 AM; (8:36 PM , A ugust 4, Saigton Tim e) — The MADDOX e s ta b 

lish e s  i ts  f i r s t  ra d a r  ccm tacts w ith two unidentified  su rface v e sse ls  and 

^ r e e  un identified a ir c ra f t .  U. S. fig h te r a ir c r a f t a r e then launched fro m the 

USS TICONDEROGA to provide the MADDOX and the TURNER JOY with 

p ro tec tion  ag a in st poss ib le  a ttack s  fro m the unidentified v e sse ls  and a irc ra f t ,  

in acco rdance  w ith the P re s id e n t’s p rev iously issu e d  d ire c tiv e s . At th is  

tim e , the  TICONDEROGA is  loca ted approsdm ately  100 nau tica l m ile s  E as t 

N orth  E a s t of Da Nang. (NMCC rec e iv e s  th is  re p o r t a t about 10:30 A M .)

3 .
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9:08 AM; (9:08 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon T im e) - -  The MADDOX re p o rts  

th a t the unidentified a ir c r a f t have d i s a f ^ a r e d fro m its  ra d a r  sc ree n  but 

tha t the su rface  v e sse ls  a r e  s t i l l  rem ain ing  a t a  d is tance . U. S. a ir c ra f t  

fro m the TICC^OEROGA a r r iv e  and com m ence defensive p a tro l over the 

MADDOX and the TURNER JOY. (NMCC re c e iv e s  th is  re p o r t a t  11:04 A M .)

9:12 AM; M cN am ara c a lls  the  P re s id e n t and te lls  h im about the NSA/DLA. 

in te lligence  w arning he has Just rece iv ed th a t the MAD1X>X is  cm the a le r t  

again , with the p re sen c e  of h o stile  sh ips rep o rted .

9:19 AM; W heeler is  now in re c e ip t of se v e ra l m essa g es , including 

the  NSA/ CKA cab le, indicating th a t the MADDOX m ay be under a ttack . He 

c a lls  A dm ira l G rim m , NMCC, and a sk s  w hether G rim m has seen any m essag es 

on the a ttack and w hether CINCPAC w ill be ab le to  respond effectively . G rim m  

re p o r ts  th a t he has one m essa g e , bu t has not ta lk ed to  CINCPAC. W heeler 

then says he w ill c a ll  CINCPAC h im self.

9:23 AM: (3:23 AM, August 4, CINCPAC tim e) - -  W heeler caU s 

G enera l M cCutcheon (CINCPAC J-3 ) and a sk s  vtdiether he has rece iv ed any 

w ord on an im pending a ttack  on the d e s tro y e rs . M cCutcheon says he has no 

w ord, but w ill im m edia te ly  check. W heeler is  in s is te n t tha t the d e s tro y e rs  

"c lo b b er"  the  a tta c k e rs , and m ake every  e ffo rt to  d estro y the h o stile  sh ip s, 

using add itional a i r  support, If req u ire d .

« * * *
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9:25 AM -  11:25 AM 
TUESDAY. AUGUST 4TH 

EARLY MEETINGS AT PENTAGON

M cNaxnara, Deputy S ecr« t» ry  Vanca, G enera l B urchinal,

Colonel Jo n es, and A dm ira l M uatln of the  Jo in t Staff m ee t a t the Pentagon 

beginning a t  9:25 AM a t  re p o r ts  of the a ttack  on the d e s tro y e rs  com e 

in . As the situation  grow s m o re  in ten se , possib le  leve ls  and tim e of 

re ta lia tio n  a re  d iscu ssed , and ta rg e t fo lders  a re  exam ined. High on the 

l is t  a re  the PT  boat and supporting POL> in s ta lla tio n s , but o ther ta rg e ts  

such a s  a ir f ie ld s . Industria l com j^exes and b ridges a re  a lso  sc ru tin ized . 

C aptain M ille r of the Navy, a  m ine ex p ert, is  a lso  asked  to  Join the 

m eeting  and the possib ility  of m ining one o r m ore  of the N orth V ietnam ese 

im p o rtan t p o rts . H ere  i t  is  pointed out tha t the m ines would have to 

be brought in to  the c a r r ie r s  fro m  Subic Bay, the P h ilipp ines.

M cN am ara o rd e rs  tha t m ines be brought to the c a r r ie r s  a s  soon as 

possib le . B urch inal in fo rm s M cN am ara that a  re ta lia to ry  a ttack  can 

take place a t  f i r s t  ligh t. M cN am ara, .du ring .th is  t£me, « a lls  the 

P re s id e n t, in fo rm s him  that a re ta lia to ry  a ttack  is  being planned, and 

te lls  the P re s id e n t tha t he w ill c a ll S e c re ta ry  R usk and P re s id e n tia l 

A ss is ta n t Bundy to jo in  h im  in p rep a rin g  a nurbber of options to  be 

p resen ted  to  the P re s id e n t as  soon a s  p o ss ib le .*

♦ M c N a m a ra  m a d e  th r e e  c a l l s  to  ttie i 'residen t d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  a t  9:43 AM, 
10:53 AM and  11:06 AM
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During these  d lecuB siont, M cN am ara develop* four options 

fo r a  sh a rp lim ited  blow and one option fo r continuous p re s su re  aga in st 

the N orth V ietnam ese. The four options fo r the sh a rp lim ited  blow a re :

1. A ir  s tr ik e s  aga in st PT  boats and th e ir  b a ses .

2. A ir s tr ik e s  a g a in st pe tro leum  in sta lla tio n s.

3. A ir s tr ik e s  on b rid g es . ^

4. A ir s tr ik e s  on p res tig e  ta rg e ts , such as  a t y i ts ld s .

The option fo r continuing p re s s u re  a g a in st the N orth V ietnam ese is  to 

m ine th e ir  coastline .

M cN am ara, about 11:00 AM, suzxunons Rusk, Bundy, and the 

JCS and they a r r iv e  sho rtly  th e re a f te r .
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7
9:26 AM (9:26 PM , August 4, Saigon T im e); The c a r r ie r s  re p o r t

to CINCPAC iw p e w tie *  tha t p u rsu an t to  JCS o rd e rs  issu ed  on August 2,
A  

they have launched a com bat a i r  p a tro l over the d e s tro y e rs , consisting  

of 2 F -8 s ,  2 A>3s, and 4 A » ls .

9;30 AM (9:30 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon Tim e); A dditional v e sse ls  a re  

observed  on the MADDOX ra d a r  sc re e n s , and th ese  v e sse ls  begin to close 

rap id ly  on the d e s tro y e r p a tro l a t speeds in excess of 40 knots. As the 

attacking c ra ft continue to c lose  rap id ly  from  the w est and south, the 

MADDOX evaluates th e ir  in tentions a s  h o stile . (NMCC rec e iv e s  th is  

m essag e  a t 11 :20 .)

9:32 AM (3:32 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC T im e): G rim m  (NMCC) 

con tacts the CINCPAC duty o ffice r. M ajor R osenbaum . G rim m  re p o rts  

tha t the NMCC has Just rece iv ed  w ord fro m  the MADDOX that a possib le  

a ttack  ap p ea rs  im m inent fro m  P T  b o a ts , wants to know if a ir  cover is  

availab le , and what has been  done to  supply the d e s tro y e rs  with an 

effective resp o n se  capability . G rim m  ind icates tha t additional m e a su re s , 

beyond those d irec tly  involving the d e s tro y e rs , a re  being considered  in 

W ashington. The duty officer has no ̂ inform ation about the situation  but 

adds th a t M cCutcheon is on h is  way in. G rim m  says tha t he w ill a rra n g e  

fo r an open line betw een CINCPAC and W ashington, and te lls  the CINCPAC 

re p re se n ta tiv e  tha t th is  is  a  ’’hot one. *'

9:52 AM (9:50 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon T im e); The d e s tro y e rs  re p o r t  

th a t they a re  w d e r  continuous to rpedo  a ttack  and a re  engaged in  defensive
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co u n te rfire  again st N orth  V ietnam ese p a tro l boats. (NMCC rece iv es 

th is  m essage  a t 11:39 AM and 11:42 A M .)

10:04 AM (4:04 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC T im e); McCutcheon ca lls  

B urch ina l, who is  then in M cN am ara 's office. B urchinal te lls  him  that 

the Pentagon has ju s t  rece iv ed  a  "flash" tha t the d e s tro y e rs  a re  under 

a ttack . M cCutcheon re p lie s  tha t he has not seen  it  yet» but ind icates 

that the flee t and the C a r r ie r  T ask  F o rc e  have been a le r te d . The 

TICONDEROGA, about 15 m inutes away fro m  the d e s tro y e rs  by a ir ,  

is  a le r te d . So is  the CONSTELJLATION, which had le ft Hong Kong /--  '

y e s te rd ay  and is  headed south. B urch inal s ta te s  that the CONSTALLATION 

w ill be o rd e re d  to move into position  off South V ietnam , in the v icin ity  

of the TICONDEROGA. He a lso  te lls  M cCutcheon that a possib le  re ta lia to ry  

s tr ik e  is  being co n sid ered  ag a in st N orth  V ietnam ese b ases  and asks him  

to  take a look a t som e of the p o ss ib le  ta rg e ts  if, in fact, an a ttack  is  

c a r r ie d  out ag a in st the d e s tro y e rs . B urchinal m entions that M cN am ara 

is  considering  9. new se t of ru le s  of engagem ent. ^

10ill5 AM: (10:15 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon T im e); The d e s tro y e rs  

re p o r t  th a t they have avoided to rpedoes and have sunk one of the attacking 

c ra f t . (NMCC re c e iv e s  th is  a t 11:52 A M .)

10:19 AM (4:19 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC T im e): M cN am ara ca lls  

Sharp and ask s w hether he has seen  the m essag es  regard ing  a  possib le  

a ttack  the MADDOX. Sharp says he has ju s t  a r r iv e d  a t  the CINCPAC 

Com m and C en ter and tha t the m essag es  a re  in. They d iscu ss  the "k ill"
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1
capability  of the MADDOX and the TURNER JOY. M cN am ara is  p a r t ic u 

la r ly  in te re s te d  in a ssu rin g  tha t the d e s tro y e rs  have w hatever they need in 

the way of com plete support, a ir  and sea . M cN am ara te lls  Sharp to m ake 

i t  ’’p e rfe c tly  c le a r"  to the d e s tro y e rs  that the objective is  to  "destroy  the 

attack ing  c ra f t. " M cN am ara a lso  ind ica tes that a  m odification of the 

ru le s  of engagem ent is  being sen t to  S ia rp . (See lOJ 33 en try b e lo w .)

10;33 AM; A m essag e , p e rso n ally  signed McNamara* is  sent fro m  

the JCS to CINCPAC modifying the existing  ru le s  ol engagem ent fo r the 

d e s tro y e rs  and th e ir  supporting a ir c ra f t .  Under the old ru le s , p u rsu it 

of a ttack ing  fo rce s  into hostile  w a te rs  o r a irsp a c e  was not au thorized  

(JCS M essage 7681, August 2, 1964) and the d e s tro y e rs  w ere  to approach 

the N orth  V ietnam ese coastline  no c lo s e r  than 11 m ines. Com bat a ir  

p a tro l was r e s t r ic te d  to daylight hours and m ain tained  seaw ard  of the 

d e s tro y e rs  so a s  to p rec lude  any p o ss ib ility  of overflying Nortix V ietnam .
s> 'is

(JCS M essage 7680, Ju ly  2, 1964) Under the new ru les ,(JC S  7700), the 

c lo se s t app roach to the N orth  V ietnam  coastline  for the d e « tr a ^ c ip a tro l  

^.-would-be 11 nau tica l m ile s , and in the event of a hostile  a ttack , a ir c ra f t  

only w ere  au th o rised to p tirsue ttnd a ttack the h o stile  fo rce s  up to the 

th re e  m ile  lim it of the N orth V ietnam ese coastline . The m essage  a lso  

d irec te d tha t the CONSTALLATION be m oved into the a re a off South 

V ietnam , w ith the exact location  a t the d isc re tio n of the com m ander.
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(Note: At 5:19 AM, August 2, the CONSTALLATION was o rd e re d  to 

s lip  quietly out of Hong Kong. The CONSTALLATION departed Hong 

Kong a t 6:01 PM and proceeded  south tow ard the Gulf of T onk in .)

10:42 AM; (10:42 PM , August 4, Saigon T im e) • -  The d e s tro y e rs  

re p o r t that they have evaded additional to rpedoes and have sunk another

/ o
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/ /

of the attacking  c r a f t . p ro tec tiv e  a ir c r a f t  have a rr iv e d  overhead,

but w eather and d a rk n ess  a re  ham pering  th e ir  a c tiv i t ie s . {NMCC rece iv es  

th is  m essa g e  a t  11:37 A M .)

10;52 AM; Q0;52 PM , August 4, Saigon T im e) -»  The MADDOX 

re p o r ts  tha t the  d e s tro y e rs  a r e  stU l under a ttack . (NMCC rec e iv e s  th is  

m essag e  a t  12t24 P M .)

a a » l 1 O H i H r tT i i i w ii f  i i iiBiu tha P iB u H i i i l i  

1Q{55 AM? (4:55 AM, A ugust 4 , Cm CPA C tim e) — M lU er at Jo int 

Staff c a lls  CXNCPAC and d ire c ts  th a t m ines be p laced  aboard  the TICQNDEROGA.

10;59 AM; <4:59 AM, August 4, CINCPAC tim e) — Sharp  c a lls  

B urch inal in  M cNam ara*s office, and  a  d iscu ssio n  of possib le  optlcms fo r 

a  re ta lia to ry  stirike en su es . Sharp  su ggests  HON NE, HON ME, BEN THUY, 

and QUANG KHE. B urch inal in d ica tes  th a t a  num ber of options along th ese  

and  o ther lin es a re  being considered . S harp  say s th a t a  s tr ik e  could be 

c a r r ie d  out •  "A ll you have to  do is  say  so” > , s ta te s  th a t an a rm e d  

rec(m naissance  along the  N orth  V ietnam ese co ast would be advantageous, 

and  points out tha t the CO I^TELLA TIC N , about 350 m iles  fro m  the d e s tro y e rs , 

is  cotxdng in  to  prov ide tn p p o rt. S harp  sa y s , *'She could go in  th e re  r ig h t 

now and support them  . . . w e 've  sp eed ed  iMr up to  get h e r  down th e re  a s  

fa s t  a s  p o s s ib le ." T h ere  is  a ls o  ta lk  of providing the  c a r r i e r s  w ith a  m ining 

capab ility . B urch inal te l ls  Sharp  tha t M cN am ara wants h im  to  ge t a  m ining 

capab ility  on the TICONDEROGA a s  qtiickly a s  p o ss ib le . Sharp  says th a t

\
\
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I t m ight take  about 48 hour* to  ach ieve the capab ility , the p rc^ lem  

being to  get the  zxiines ab o ard  the  c a r r i e r s .  He a lso  re p o r ts  th a t he 

has a  m essag e  in<tteating th a t the  d e s tro y e rs  a r e  under continuouB

'r m uh t i  Ws s htog tsMi fflis sy  is  flmiiR Ui IVltift l lU ia  Uin

, M I Mill PIII 11 I

l l t l S  AM: (5:18 AM, August 4, CINCPAC tim e) — Sharp  caUs 

B urch inal and profvides h im  w ith the  la te s t  situation  re p o r t  on the a ttack . 

A ccording to  Sharp , the d e s tro y e rs  w ere  exchanging f ire  with the  p a tro l 

boats and the MADDOX had  dodged a t  le a s t  five to rp ed o es. S harp  then 

suggests th a t the LOG CHOU es tu a ry  be added to  any l i s t  of ta rg e ts  since 

he now has in fo rm ation  i t  is  being u sed  a s  a  hiding p lace  fo r the PT  b o a ts .

When S h a rp '^ ta ^ m « a tic m s  the  d es irab ility  of an a rm e d  reconnaissance  

" a t  f i r s t  light" along the  c o as t lin e , B urch inal m akes i t  abso lu te ly  c le a r  

^  th a t M cN am ara is  se rio u s ly  considaiEing s e v e re r  action . He a lso  ind icates 

th a t th e re  is  a  d e s ire  to  a c t " a t  the f i r s t  ligh t backg round ." He te lls  Sharp 

th a t S e c re ta ry  of S tate Rusk is  on h is way to  the  Pentagon, and th a t m eetings 

w ill be held  la te r  a t  the  White H ouse. Sharp  r e i te ra te s  th a t i t  w ill take about 

48 hours to  a tta in  a  m ining capab ility .

11;30 AM; (11:30 PM , August 4, Saigon T im e) — The CONSTELLATION 

re c e iv e s  a  p re lim in a ry  a le r tin g  m essag e  s ta ting  th a t fo r  p lanning pu rposes 

" th e re  is  a  strong  p o ss ib ility  w ill be d irec te d  on sh o rt notice to  lay
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on a rm « d recoBm alssance a t  se a ag a in st Swatows o r  r e p r is a l a ttack  

ag a in st Swatow b a ses  stich as  QUANG KHE. BEN THUY o r PHUC LOl. •*

At th is  tim e , the CONSTELLATION is  heading in a  south scnithwest 

d irec tio n to join  the TICONDEROGA.

♦ « « e

/ I /■:

11:20 AM - 12:30 PM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

JCS M EET

BUNDY AND RUSK ARRIVE AT PENTAGON

11:20 AM; At M cN am araU  c a ll, the JCS m ee t in M cN am ara 's 

dining room Mrith Vance and M cN am ara. P re se n t  a re  Acting C hairm an  LeM ay, 

A dm ira l M cDonald, G enera l Johnson, G enera l G reene, G enera l G oodpaster, 

B urch inal, M ustin and Jo in t Staff a s s is ta n ts . M cN am ara infoirms the JCS 

th a t he has ca lle d the P re s id e n t and th a t he is  in te re s te d in a  quick 

capab ility to  respond .

11:38 AM; R usk and G reene (Deputy A ssis tan t S e c re ta ry  of S tate ,

F a r  E a s te rn A ffa irs) a r r iv e  a t the  JCS m eeting . At M cN am ara 's d irec tion , 

Bturchinal b r ie fs  Rusk.

I l i4 0  AM; P re s id e n tia l A ss is tan t Bundy a r r iv e s  a t  JCS m eeting . 

M cN am ara b rie fs  Bundy. M cN am ara d e sc rib e s  the five optl<ms l is te d  on 

page above. M cN am ara In form s the group th a t he h as is su e d o rd e rs
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to have m ines m oved fro m Subic B&y into Oa Nang. T here  is  a d iscussion  

of re ta lia to ry  m e a su re s . M cN am ara and Bundy d iscu ss  the advantages 

and d isadvan tages of a  sh a rp lim ited blow such as  a ir  s tr ik e s  a n d /o r  

the continuing p re s s u re  of m ining the N orth V ietnam ese co ast. McNaxnara 

te lls  LeM ay th a t the JCS should w ork up recom m endations fo r im m ediate  

ac tion , then recom m ended actions fo r  24, 48 and 60 h ou rs ahead, with specia l 

em phasis on re in fo rce m en ts , such a s  the m ovem ent of B«57s into South 

V ietnam  and f ig h te r- in te rc e p to rs  into the P h ilipp ines.

12; 04 PM; M cN am ara, Rusk, Btmdy, GreiKie (State D e p t.) and Vance 

m ove to M cN am ara 's  o ffice , while the JCS continue m eeting in M cN am ara 's 

dining room . At th is  m eeting the options a re  e sse n tia lly  refined to th ree :

1. Sharp lim ited  s tr ik e s  ag a in st such ta rg e ts  a s  P T  b o a ts , P T  b a se s , 

o il depo ts, e tc .

2. Continuing p re s s u re ,  i. e . , m ining the V ietnam co ast.

3. A <iombination of both.

12; 20 PMi M cN am ara, R usk, Bundy and G reene d e p a rt fo r  White House. 

Vance goes into M cN am ara 's  dining room to a sk JCS if i t would m ake any 

d ifference  w hether the re ta lia to ry  s tr ik e s  w ere  conducted a t f i r s t ligh t. JCS 

con firm tha t a ttack could be accom plished  a t f i r s t ligh t and te ll  Vance th a t the 

tim e  of a ttac k would m ake no d ifference fro m  a m ilita ry  standpoint but that 

few er people would be a t the P T boat b a se s  and supporting in sta lla tio n s a t 

f i r s t light.

14
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12:25 PM: V anes d ep arts  fo r tibe White House. The JCS continue 

m eeting un til lt4 9  PM . During th e ir  m eeting , a t JCS d irec tion , B um chinal 

c a lls  M cNanoara a t  W hite House to  recom m end the  sh a rp  lim ited  resp o n se  

option.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

I2j40 -  3:00 PM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING 

LUNCH WITH THE PRESIDENT
I   T ■ ■  ■   ■ ^

A re g u la rly  scheduled  Natiosial S ecurity  M eeting cen tering  on the 

C yprus situation  is  in  p ro g re s s  when M cN am ara, Rusk, and Bundy a r r iv e
V

a t the  W hite H ouse. M cN am ara b r ie fs  the  p a rtic ip an t^ , including the 

P residen t*  on the availab le  d e ta ils  dT the a ttack  on the  d e s tro y e rs . Rusk 

ind ica tes th a t he , M cN am ara, and the JCS a re  developing a  se t of options, 

but th a t they a r e  not sufficien tly  re fin ed  fo r p resen ta tio n  a t  tha t tim e .

A t a  Ixinch, which began about 1:04 PM  and ended about 2:50 PM , 

following the  NSC m eeting , the types of resp o n se  and the  ta rg e ts  a re  key 

to p ic s . Rusk* M cN am ara, M cCone, Bundy, and Vance a re  w ith the P re s id e n t.

1 / ' P re s e n t  a r e  R obert Kennedy, Me<^<me, M cD erm ott, )$iali, T albot, Dillon, 
Rowaa, R eedy, V alenti, CUfton, B rom ley  Sm ith, and K om er.
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The P re s id e n t a g re e s  tla t a firm* sw ift re ta lia to ry  s tr ik e  m ust be c a r r ie d  

out. Here» a g en era l consensus is  fo rm ed  on the a b r o a c h finally taken in 

the  JCS m essag e  lo  CXMCPAC* developed la te r  tha t afternoon, o rdering  the 

s tr ik e s  in to execution ag a in st the F T boats loca ted a t b ases  PORT WAL.LUT, 

HON GAY. PHUC LOI and QUANG KHE and LOG CHAO estu a ry  and the 

o il depot VXNH. (See the 5:19 PM e n try b e lo w .) The m ining options a s  

w ell a s  an a ttack  on HAIPHONG a re  re je c te d . The P re s id e n t a sk s  how 

long i t would take to  execute the  s tr ik e . M cN am ara e s tim a te s  frcan the advice 

he has rece iv ed th a t a s tr ik e  could be launched a t about 7:00 PM , (7t00 AM 

Saigon tim e). The P re s id « i t  suggests  th a t M cN am ara c a ll the JCS to confirm  

the tim e , btit M cN am ara saysThv wiU ClieOm^wiit on his re tu rn to the Pentagon.

♦ * * *  '

IZiZZ PM; S harp c a lls  B urch inal and gives h im the la te s t  situation  

re p o r t  on the  to rpedo firin g s  a t the  d e s tro y e rs . E s tim a te s  a r e th a t 3 to 6 

P T  B oats a re  engaged, w ith two rep o rte d  sunk, no enem y a ir c r a f t a r e  r e 

p o rted in the a re a ,  and a i r c r a f t  (10 A » ls , 2 F .8 s )  fro m the CONSTELLATION 

a re  on sta tion  over tbe d e s tro y e rs . S harp a sk s  th a t the  d e s tro y e rs  be given 

p e rm iss io n to p u rsu e  P T  B oats to the th ree -nn ile  lim it, and th a t a ir c r a f t  

be p e rm itte d to  engage in ho t p u rsu it over N orth  V ietnam ese te r r i to ry .  

B iirchinal ad v ises h im th a t the  ru le s  of engagem ent a re  being co n sid ered
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by M cN am ara and the  JCS. B urch lnal ad v ises  Sharp to  dig out ta rg e t 

m a te r ia l  oa PHOC LOI, QUANG KH£. and the VINH oil com fdex.

12;32 PM ; (12:32 AM Saigon time* A ugust Sth) — The d e s tro y e rs  

re p o r t th a t a t le a s t two enem y c ra f t have been sunk, bu t th a t low ceilings 

continue to ham per the a i r c r a f t  o p e ra tio n s . (NMCC rec e iv e s  th is  re p o r t  

about 1 1 /2 to  2 h ou rs l a t e r . }

12;54 PM; <12:54 AM Saigon tim e , August Sth) In addition to  

the  to rpedo a ttack , the TURNER JOY re p o r ts  tibat during the engagem ent 

she w as f ire d upon by autom atic  weapons w hile being illum ina ted by 

se a rc h lig h ts . (NMCC re c e iv e s  th is  re p o r t about 1 1/2  to 2 h ou rs  l a te r . )

12:57 P .M ; (12:57 AM Saigon tim e , A ugust Sth) CXNCPAC sends 

m essag e  to  JCS recoxnm ending th a t au tho rity be g ran ted to conduct 

punitive U .S . a i r  s tr ik e s  a s  soon a s  poss ib le  a g a im t BEN THUY, HON ME,

QUANG KHE, and LOC CHAO. (NMCC rec e iv e s  th is  m essag e  a t ____ P M .)

1:01 PM: (7s01 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC TIME) •  - S harp c a lls  

B \irchinal and re p o r ts  two Jet a ir c r a f t have been sigh ted flying out of 

HAINAN aa f a r  south a s  DA NANG. Sharp says th a t we cannot affo rd to  

p e rm it h o stile  a ir c r a f t to fly  over c a r r i e r s .  Sharp then quotes proposed  

m essag e  on r tile s  of engagem ent fo r  a ir c r a f t w ^ c h would g ran t au tho rity  

to  d e c la re h o stile  and engage any N orth V ietnam ese/C hiC om a irc ra f t  

whose actions show w ithin a  ''re a so n ab le  ce rta in ty "  th a t an a ttack  on U. S.
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fo rc e s  is  Intended. B urch inal ag re« s  th a t the  m essag e  should be sent 

if needed fo r the seciurity <d CXNCPAC F o rc e s , w ill note S h a rp 's  com m ents 

fo r the  JCS, and te lls  Sharp th a t a  m eeting  is  now going on a t  White House.

1:03 PM ; Bob Uayes a t the White House Situation Room c a lls  

Col. N ickols a t Pentagon Com mand C en ter and adv ises th a t the NSC m eeting 

h as ju s t b roken up. M cN am ara, M cCone, Rusk, Bundy, and Vance have 

now gone to lunch with the P re s id e n t. S ituation Room w ants to be su re  that 

the  la te s t  re p o r ts  fro m the d e s tro y e rs  a r e fo rw arded a t once.

It24  PM t M cN am ara, stiU a t W hite H ouse, caU s B u teh inal a t 

Pentagon. B urch inal te l ls  h im th a t Sharp had re p o rte d the p resen ce  of 

h o stile  a i r c r a f t  (p r< ^ b ly IL  28 's) flying out of HAINAN and was issu ing  

a  " to  «|^gage" o rd e r  if the se c u rity  of h is  fo rce s  was th rea ten ed by enem y 

a i r  (see the  1:01 PM  watry above). M cN am ara is  in s is ten t th a t fa s te r  

situa tion  re p o r ts  be obtained fro m the MADDOX and ask s  tha t Sharp t ry to  

con tac t the  d e s tro y e r by rad io . B urch inal ad v ises  th a t the JCS had se lec ted  

th a t option involving a i r  s tr ik e s  a g a in st PHUC LCI, QUANO KHE, LOC CHAO, 

and the VINH-PHUC LOl oU com plex.
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1;27 PM  (1:27 August 5, Saigon T im c)h-T he D e stro y er D ivision 

Com m ander on the MADDOX sends a  "F la sh "  m essag e  to  ClNCPACFIiT, 

w ith JCS on the in form ation  l is t .  The "F la sh "  s ta te s  that a  rev iew  of 

the action  m akes m any rep o rte d  con tacts and to rpedoes f ire d  "appear 

doubtftil. " "F re a k w eather e ffec ts"  on ra d a r ,  and "o v e r-e a g e r"  sonarm en 

m ay have accounted fo r m any re p o r ts . "No v isu a l sigh tings" have been 

re p o rte d by the MADDOX, and the C om m ander suggests tha t a  "com plete 

evaluation" be undertaken before  any fu rth e r  action . (NMCC rec e iv e s  

th is  re p o r t  about 1 1/2 Ito 2 hours l a t e r . ) (Note: Sharp rep e a ts  the 

substance of th is  m essag e  to  B urch inal. See the 1:59 PM and 2:08 PM  

e n tr ie s  b e lo w .)

1;28 PM  (7:28 AM, August 4, CINCPAC Tim e) — FoUowing up
\

M cN am ara 's  re q u e s t, B\urchinal c a lls  Sharp and a sk fo r a s ta tu s  re p o r t  

on the engagem ent. Sharp re p o r ts  tha t two P T  B oats have been sunk 

but is  u n ce rta in  a s  to the to ta l num ber involved and says that som e 13 

to rpedoes have been latinched. A lso, he re p o r ts  tha t th e re  is  som e 

indication  of enem y a ir c ra f t  in the a re a but says th a t a ir c r a f t fro m both 

the TICONDEROGA and CONSTALLATION a re  on the scene . B urchinal 

ask s Sharp to  obtain a  d ire c t rad io  re p o r t fro m  the ships engaged.

1:30 PM  (1:30 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon Tim e): The d e s tro y e rs  re p o r t  

tha t the attack ing  c ra f t  had apparen tly broken off the engagem ent. The
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MADDOX and TURNER JOY a re  d irec te d to resu m e  th e ir  p a tro l in 

the Gulf of Tonkin a t daylight on the 5th of August. (NMCC rece iv es  

th is  m essag e  about 1 1/2 to  2 hours l a t e r . )

l!59 PM  (7:59 AM, August 4, CINCPAC Tim e): Sharp ca lls  B urchinal 

£uad says tha t he cannot contact sh ips by voice rad io , but teH s him  tha t he 

has sen t a m essag e  requesting  that situation  re p o r ts  be expedited. As 

fo r the com m unication link betw een CINCPAC and the d e s tro y e rs . Sharp 

says th a t "our F la sh m essag es  have olwxiked up the c u rre n t. 1 have ju s t 

to ld  everybody to  knock off using FLASH. " Sharp says that the la s t  

m essag e  fro m the sh ips re p o r ts  th a t fre a k w eather is  affecting ra d a r  

p e rfo rm an ce , w ith m any con tacts and to rpedo  rons doubtful. Shavp says 

that the MADDOX its e lf has rep o rte d no v isu a l sigh tings, and o v e r-  

ansious sonarm en  m ay have accounted for what they e rro n eo u sly  thought 

to be to rp ed o es.

2:08 PM  (8:08 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC Tim e): Sharp adv ises

B urch inal th a t the la te s t  sittia tion  re p o r t ind ica tes tha t th re e  P T  boats

have been sunk, and that the w eather is  d e te rio ra tin g  and ham pering

a ir c ra f t  op era tio n s . Sharp e x p re sse s  the view th a t th e re  is  no doubt

th a t a  to rpedo  a ttack did o ccu r, but adds tha t m any of the rep o rte d

to rpedo  a ttacks m ay have been due to in accu ra te  sonar r e p o r ts .  "W henever

they get keyed up on a thinj; like  th is , everything they h e a r on the sonar is 
sfiys

a to rpedo , "/Sharp .
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3:00 PM  - 5:15 PM  ----- '  , „ ^
Tuesday, August 4 ( V

MEETINGS AT THE PENTAGON V
THE STRIKE EXECUTE MESSAGE IS dK aF T E D ^ ^  ^

At the Pentagon, the Jo in t Chiefs begin th e ir  m a t in g  a t 3:00 PM^^ ^

M cN am ara and Vance a r r iv e  a t 3:06 PM  and inforirf the Chiefs that the

P re s id e n t w ants the s tr ik e s  to take p lace  a t  7:0(yPM  W ashington tim e , ^

and a t the following ta rg e ts : P T  boats and bas«s a t QUANT KHE, PHOC

LOI, PORT WALLUT, HON GAY and LOC CHAO, and the o il com plex

a t VINH. The JCS ag ree  w ith th is  p ro p o s a l . / At 4:42 PM , M cN am ara

and Vance re tu rn to the JCS m eeting . M cN am ara s ta te s  th a t the tim e

of the s tr ik e  Is im portan t, fo r th e re  w ill be no announcem ent until the

s tr ik e  ge ts  under way. M cN am ara rev iew s the s tr ik e  m essage  which

o rig ina lly  re a d s  "By 0700 loca l tim e  5 A ugust o r a s  soon th e re a f te r

a s  w eather p e rm its  conduct a ttack "  and changes it to "By 0700 local

5 A ugust conduct a one-tim e m axim um  effo rt a t t a c ^ " The iireiathsr

^iiiiU iiii III jillh  I il Mi IIIIIIMll I jiiii t Ilf liliii m in iin flf . and o*"*”  that " i f

w eather p rec lu d es  m eeting the above tim e  of a ttack , p ro ceed  soonest,

and notify JCS ASAP. " (The naajor p a r t  of the m essag e  is  quoted in

the 5:19 PM  en try  b e lo w .) A lso  during th is  m eeting , the deploym ent and

a le rtin g  of re in fo rcem en ts  to the a re a  is  considered , te lling p roof of

our d e s ire  to  e sca la te  if we had to . T hese a re  divided into th ree

y  Throughout the afternoon , W heeler, L^M ay, McDonald. Johnscm, G reene 
B urch inal, Jackson , C a rp en te r , P a lm e r , B use, M anhart, G oodpaster, F o rb e s , 
Bottom ly, F lick in g e r, M ustin and C a rro ll  a re  p re s e n t a t v a rious in te rv a ls .
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c a teg o rie s . In the F i r s t  ca tego ry  a re  those  fo rce s  o rd e red  deployed 

a s  soon a s  p o ss ib le . They co n s is t of the 1st CVS Croup (the K earsage ,

4 d e s tro y e rs , and 3 d e s tro y e r e sc o rts )  which would be m oved fro m  Japan  

to  South China Sea; a  M arine Special Landing F o rc e  (1600 m en, 24 

h e lico p te rs , the V alley F o rc e  and supporting C raft) to be m oved fro m  

Subic Bay to  the v icin ity  of Da Nang; the 9th M arine Expeditionary B rigade, 

consisting  of 6500 m en to  be m oved fro m  Okinawa to the South China Sea; 

an F - lO l R econnaissance  T ask  F o rc e  to be m oved fro m  Shaw AFB to 

K adena and aCVA T ask  G roup, consisting  of the R anger and 4 d e s tro y e rs  

to  be m oved fro m  the 1st F le e t to  WESTPAC.

The Second ca tegory  a re  those  fo rce s  a le r te d  fo r deploym ent 

im m edia te ly  upon the re c e ip t of p o litica l c le a ra n ce . T hese w ill co n sis t 

of 2 B«57 squadrons, to be m oved from  C la rk  AFB to South V ietnam ;

1 F»105nsquadron to  be m oved fro m  Yokota to  K orat; 1 F-lOO squadron 

to be m oved fro m  C lark  AFB to T akhli; 12 F -1 0 2 s to be m oved from
  y

C la rk  AFB to  South V ietnam ; 8 KC»135s to  be m oved fro m  SAC to 

C la rk  A FB; 2F»100 squadrons £rom  STRICOM to  C lark ; 1 F«105 squadron 

fro m  STRICOM to Yokota; and 1 R econnaissance T ask  F o rc e  (6 RF>101s) 

fro m  M isaw a/K adena to Southeast A sia .

The T h ird  ca tegory  co n s is ts  of those fo rce s  a le r te d  fo r possib le  

deploym ent to  Southeast A sia . T hese a re  the 173rd A irborne  B rigade, 

A lb rw a rd  F loating  Depot, a  M arine A ir G roup, and an  A rm y B rigade.
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3;30 PM  (9;30 i£M, A ugust 4, CINCPAC Tim e): M ustin of the Jo in t 

Staff c a lls  Sharp and te lls  h im to be on the a le r t  since a s tr ik e  execute 

m essag e  is  being p re p a re d  and would be tra n sm itte d  a s  soon a s  re le a se d .

3;34 PM ; M ustin c a lls  G enera l Sm ith, Deputy D irec to r lo r  O perations, 

Jo in t Staff and in fo rm s him tha t the JCS a re  in  se ss io n , tha t a  s tr ik e  execute 

m essag e  is  now being typed fo r fina l rev iew by the JCS and Sharp knows it 

is  com ing. M ustin a sk s  tha t the line be held  open for an im m ediate 

tra n sm iss io n  of the s tr ik e  execute m essage  to Sharp.

4:08 PM  (10;08 AM, A ugust 4 , CINCPAC Tim e) — M cN am w a c a lls

Sharp and ask s  fo r the la te s t  in fo rm ation on the d e s tro y e r a ttack . Sharp

responds by saying tha t although he has ju s t  rece iv ed a  sum ^up situation

re p o r t fro m  the d estro y  T ask F o rc e  C om m ander it  " ind icates a litt le

doubt on ju s t  exactly  what went on. " M cN am ara w ants know if th e re  is

a pobMibility tha t no a ttack  o c cu rred , and Sharp re p lie s  "Y es, 1 would

say  th a t th e re  is  a  sligh t p o ss ib ility . " Sharp says he is  going to ask  ^

M oore to get a  defin ite  re p o r t  which "should com e in within an hour. "

M cN am ara sum s up the situation by sta ting th a t "W e've got p rob lem s on

tim ing h e r e .«.w e  don 't want to  r e le a s e  news of w hat happened without

saying what we a re  going to  do; we dcm't w ant to  say w hat we a re  going

to  do b efo re  we do it. " Sharp recom m ends th a t any execute notice be

held un til "we have a  defin ite  indication th a t th is  happened. "

M cN am ara then o b se rv es  tha t the execute is  scheduled "for

7 p . m . our tim e  which is  th re e  hours fro m now. " Sharp says th is  is
lo ca l

rig h t, it  being se t fo r "7 o'clocVf out th e re . " M cN am ara says tha t even
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if defin ite confirm ation  of the a ttack  is  not forthcom ing fo r another 

Z h o u rs , an hour would s t i l l  rem a in  and the execute o rd e r  could then be 

issu ed . M cN am ara s ta te s : " It seem s to  m e we <night to go ahead on 

th a t b a s is : get the p ilo ts  b rie fed , get the p lanes a rm ed , get everything 

read y to go. " Sharp a g re e s .

4; 14 PM  (4:14 AM, A u g u s ts , Saigon tim e; 10:14 AM, A ugust 4, 

CINCPAC Tim e) CINCPACFLT tra n s m its  an a le r t  m essage  to 

COMSEVENTHFLT and the TICONDEROGA and CONSTELLATION to be 

p re p a re d to s tr ik e  ta rg e ts  a t 7:00 PM (7:00 AM Saigon tim e). The 

designated ta rg e ts  a re  the P T  Boat b a ses  a t QUANT KHE, BEN THUY, 

HON NE Island  and SONG MA E stu a ry , HON GAY and PORT WALLUTj 

any iden tified N orth V ietnam ese P T  B oats located  a t sea ; and the VINH 

p e tro leu m  sto rag e  depot. The la t te r  is  labe led  the num ber one UiTget 

p r io r ity . The m essag e  ind icates th a t i t would be "d e s ira b le "  that a ll 

ta rg e ts  be s tru c k  sim ultaneously , but adds th a t au thority  is grai.teU to 

re c y c le  a ir c r a f t  a s n e c e ssa ry  to  s tr ik e  the two sou thern ta rg e ts  (QUANT 

KHE and BEN THUY) w ith a  second Uoinch if the F o rc e s  on the TICON* 

DEROGA and CONSTELLATION a re  inadequate. It concludes by 

specifying thatftxis is  a p re p a ra to ry  o rd e r , and th a t launching should 

not be accom plished un til an  execute o rd e r  is  rece iv ed . (TICONDEROGA 

re c e iv e s  th is  m essag e  a t 4:55 P M .)
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4:35 PM (4:35 AM, A ugust 5, Satgon tim e; 10:35 AM, August 4, 

CINCPAC Tim e): CINCPAC tra n sm its  an official a le r t m essage  to 

CINCPACFLT to p rep a re  to execute a i r  s tr ik e s  with a "high level 

dam age expectancy" a t 7:00 PM (7:00 AM local tim e), ag a in st (I)  PORT 

WALLUT, (2) BEN THUY (VINH), (3) HON GAY, (4) QUANG KHE, and 

(5) LOG CHAO. The m essag e  specified that the Vinh POL should be 

s tru ck  w ith a "v e ry high level of expected dam age. "

4:40 PM (10:40 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC T im e): Sharp caUs 

B urch inal and is  Inform ed that the JCS s tr ik e  execute m essage  is  in the 

M cN am ara office ready  to go, but tha t th e re  is  s t i l l  a  sligh t doubt w hether 

the d e s tro y e rs  w ere  in fac t a ttacked . Sharp w ill try  to  get m ostr definite 

Inform ation fro m A dm iral M oore, but s ta te s  that he has now seen re p o rts  

of v isual sightings of cockpit lig h ts  pursuing n e a r  the MADDOX and another 

re p o r t  of the  d e s tro y e rs  being Illum inated  and f ire d ag ain st. B urchinal 

then ask s  Sharp w hether he continues to  believe the lavmch could be 

accom plished a t 7:00 PM. Sharp responds that " It w ill be t ig h t,"  but "1 

think s o ." He adds, how ever, th a t "U m ay be ju s t a s  w ell to w ait an hour 

o r  so. If we have to, to be ce rta in "  an a ttack  had o ccu rred . Sharp then 

suggests It m ight be n e c e ssa ry  to  recy c le  som e of the a ir c r a f t fo r a  second 

s tr ik e  a g a in st VINH and B urch inal says " th is  w ill be a ll  r ig h t ," If needed. 

Sharp e s tim a te s  that about 70 alrcrauft In a ll w ill be Involved In the s tr ik e s .

4:49 PM (10:49 AM. A ugust 4, CINCPAC T im e): The JCS s tr ik e

execute m essag e  to  CINCPAC la  tra n sm itte d by d ire c t teletype fro m  the

NMCC to the CINCPAC Com mand C en te r. (CINCPAC rec e iv e s  th is  m essage  

a t ___________________ . )
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■ J i .4;55 PM  (4;55 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon T im e);—'  TICONDEROGA 

re c e iv e s  the CINCPACFLT a le r t  m essage  d irec ting  COMSEVENTHFJLT to 

be p re p a re d  a t 7:00 PM  to  s tr ik e  the P T  B oats a t designated  locations.

The TICONDERCXJA is  a lread y  on an a le r t  s ta tu s  a s  a re s u l t  of the P T

Boat a ttacks on the d e s tro y e rs . Upon receip t' of th is  a le r t  rxie'ssage,

its  p ilo ts  and W eapons P lanning B oard com m ence to plam fo r the s tr ik e s . .

A m essage  is  a lso  sen t fro m  TICONDERCXIA to Naval A ir Station at 

Cubi Point* P h ilipp ines (som e 500 m ile s  away)» d irec ting  a ll  ready  

to  go A -1 and A*4 a irc ra f t  to  re tu rn  to the TICONDEROGA a s  soon as 

p o ss ib le . TMs is n e c e ssa ry  because  the c o tn p le^ e n t of a ir c r a f t  on

the TICONDEROGA has to  be augm ented by additional s tr ik e  a ir c ra f t  for
t ^  ■ t  

the m axim um  s tr ik e  e ffo rt. A num ber of the a ir c r a f t  on the TICONDEROGA

had been u sed  p rev iously  fo r  reco n n a issan ce  (Yankee Team ) e ffo rts  over

I a o s» and could not ap p ro p ria te ly  be u sed  fo r the s tr ik e .

5;00 PM  • •  Colonel Jones of the Jo in t Staff* in the JCS conference

room , c a lls  the NMCC P ac ific  desk  a t Pentagon (Com m ander Hathaway)

amd says th a t the JSC would like  a  fo re c a s t of the w eather over the

ta rg e t  a re a  a t 7:00 AM loca l tim e .
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4:47 PM  - 6:00 PM  
Tuesday, Auguat 4 

JCS»SECDEF MEETING TO DETERMINE 
IF  ATTACK ON DESTROYERS OCCURRED

^ 7

4;47 PM : M cN am ara, Vance and the JCS m e«t to  m a rsh a l the 

evidence to  overcom e lack  of a c le a r  and convincing showing th a t an 

a ttack  on the d e s tro y e rs  had In fa c t occvirred. They conclude that an 

a ttack had taken p lace . In th is  re g a rd five fa c to rs  a re  considered :

1. The TURNER JOY w as illum inated when lire d  on by 

au tom atic  w eapons.

2. One of the  d e s tro y e rs  o bserved  cockpit lig h ts .

3. A PGM  142 shot a t two U. S. a ir c ra f t .  (F ro m  COMINT)

4. A N orth  V ietnam ese announcem ent tha t two of its  boats 

w ere  ’'s a c r i f ic e d .»' (F ro m  COMINT)

5. S h a rp 's  de te rm ina tion  tha t th e re  was indeed an a ttack .

B urchinal, a t W h ee le r 's  re q u e s t, te l ls  M cN am ara tha t the 7:00 PM

str ik e  tim e  w ill not be m et because  the c a r r ie r s  a re  operating  on a tim e 

w hich zxuikes 8:00 PM h e re  7{00 AM th e ir  tim e.

S;19 PM ; - -  JCS s tr ik e  execute m essage  is  re tra n sm itte d  flash  

p recedence  a s  JCS 7720 to  CINCPAC. It s ta te s  th a t by 7:00 PM EDT 

(0700 lo ca l tim e) a  one*tim e m axim um  e ffo rt a ttack  against the foUoMring 

ta rg e ts  should be conducted: P T  B oats located a t PO RT WALLUT (la te r 

cancelled because of w eather). HON GAY, PHUC LOI and QUANG KHE 

and a t LOC CHAO. The specified ta rg e ts  a re  b o a ts , PO L  a t VINH, and
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an a rm e d  reco n n aissan ce  ag a in st P T  B oats beyond the th ree  m ile  lim it.

The m essage  cautions th a t if the w eather p rec lu d es m eeting the above tim e 

of a ttack , the com m ander is  to  "p roceed  soonest"  and to notify the JCS 

a s  soon a s  p o ssib le .

5;23 PM  {11;23 AM, A ugust 4. CINCPAC Tim e): Sharp ca lls  B urchinal 

and says th e re  is  no doubt tha t an a ttack  on the d e s tro y e rs  had occu rred , 

fo r  he has in te rcep ted a N orth V ietnam ese m essag e  sta ting  th a t two of 

i ts  P T  B oats w ere  " sa c rif ic e d . " SOiarp is  now sa tis fie d w ith a ll the 

evidence, what w ith se v e ra l additicmal re p o r ts  fro m  the TURNER JOY. 

Sharp then m entions tha t the a ttack w ill be conning off a t 8:00 PM  

W ashingtonrtim e no t 7:00 PM but s t i l l  a t  7:00 AM local tim e . The 

re a so n  is  th a t the CINCPAC execute m essage  used  "HOTEL" tim e 

(Saigon Tim e) a  12 hour difference}* w hereas the  c a r r ie r s  (based on 

a  ClNCPACFLiT m essage) w ere  shooting fo r the opera tion  on "GOLiF"

. t im e  (a 13 hour d ifference), giving them an e x tra  hour. Sharp says 

th a t he w ill convert h is  s tr ik e  m essage  to "GOLF" tim e .

5:29 PM ; M ustin c a lls  the NMCC (G eneral Smith) and ind icates 

th a t som e confusion ex is ts  over the tim e  in the Gulf of Tonkin. He 

ask s  Sm ith to  get on the te le type  and s tra ig h ten  out the m a tte r .

5:33 PM  (11:33 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC Tim e): Sm ith c a lls  

M cCutcheon a t CINCPAC and ask s  fo r a breakdow n of the tim e s betw een 

the c a r r i e r s ,  Saigon, and W ashington. M cCutcheon re p lie s  th a t when
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the  W ashington tim e  is  8:00 PM , the lo ca l tim e  fo r the c a r r i e r s  would 

be 7:00 AM the next m orning , a  13-hour d iffe ren tia l. When the W ashing- 

ton tim e  is  7:00 PM , the loca l tim e  in Saigon would be 7:00 AM the next 

m orning , a  12-hour d ifferm itial. M cCutcheon re p o rts  th a t Sharp , 

rea liz in g  tiiat they can use  th a t ex tra hou r, has to ld the c a r r ie r s  to use  

the 13-hour differexuse in tim e .

5:39 PM  (1:39 PM  O N CPA C tim e): Sharp caU s B urchinal and says 

tha t h is  understanding  is  th a t launch tim e  w ill be 7:00 AM, August 5 

( c a r r ie r tim e), o r 8:00 PM , August 4 , W ashington tim e .

5: SI PM : M cN am ara, V aace, and W heeler leave the m eeting fo r 

the W hite H ouse.

6:10 PM  (6:10 AM. A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The TICONDEROGA 

rec e iv e s  a  copy of the JCS s tr ik e  execute m essag e .

6:27 PM  (6:27 AM, August 5, Saigon tim e): CXNCPAC tra n sm its  

s tr ik e  execute m essag e  to  ClNCPACFIiT. (See 4:35 PM  en try , August 4 .)

4> « 4>

6:15 PM  ~ 6:38 PM  
T uesday, August 4 

NATIONAL SECUMTY tiOUNCIL MEETING
PM  » ii4 5  PM  

SPECIAL MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT
T 7

The N ational Secv ity  Counell is  convened as M cN am ara, Vance and 

W heeler a r r iv e  a t the White H ouse. M cN am ara outlines the fo u r-p a r t plan:

y  P re s e n t a t th is  m eeting  a re the  P r e t id « i t ,  S peaker M cC orm ack, M cCoae,
C line, M cNaughton, Rusk, B all, W illiam  Bundy, Dillon, Rowan, Reedy,
McG. Btmdy, Jenk ins, M oyers, V alenti, B rom ley Sm ith and C a te r.
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1. The s tr ik e  aga in st the PT  boat bases and the supporting 

in sta lla tions (but n et  agaiust  Ilal^jhcMg;' b e e w a e  i t  is  

t ea  n s rtli and te«e e leae t<t He<K W ai^ and a rm ed  

reconnaissance  alcng the N orth V ietnam ese co ast.

2. Sending re in fo rcem en ts to  the a re a , an exp ression  of our 

w ill to  e sca la te .

3. P re s id e n tia l announcem ent of these  actions.

4. A Jo in t C ongressional R esolution in support of f tSis»afctt< »8^  

The P re s id e n t asks the NSC nxembere if  they have any objection to  the

plsin. A ll NCS m em bers approve the plan. The P re s id e n t then  approves 

the p lan . McNeimara in fo rm s the  P re s id e n t th a t the p rev iously  Estim ated 

7:00 PM launch tim e w ill not be met* but th a t the lavmch tim e  Is now estixnated 

to  be 8:00 PM . M cN am ara then recom m ends that no public s ta tem en t be 

re le a se d  until 9:00 PM , the e stim ated  tim e over ta rg e t of the 0 r s t  s tr ik e .

The NSC m eeting b rea k s  up a t  6:38. M cN am ara, Rusk* and Bundy m eet 

with the P re s id e n t in  h is  office, p r io r  to  the C cngressional leadersh ip  

m eeting which s ta r ts  a t  6:45. Vance re tu rn s  to  Pentagon and m eets with 

B urchinal to  de term ine  what re in fo rcem en ts can be m oved without poU tleal 

c le a ra n ce  fro m  other coun tries and to  put in m otion the p o litiea l c learance  

p ro cess  vdiere req u ired . Vance authorizes the m ovem ent of un its not reqvdring

[political clearance.]
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6•■07 \12 i07 i !>;̂ v;iNC.rAC Time)  Sharp c a l l s  Biorchinal and re p e a ts

th a t  he i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  th e  d e s tro y e rs  were a tta c k e d , has th e  JCS

s t r ik e  execute m essage. B u rch in al says th a t  McNamara, now a t  th e  White

Jiouse, i s  a lso  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  th e  a t ta c k s  on the  d e s tro y e rs  have occurred

and had made th e  s ta tem en t j u s t  a sh o r t tim e ago th a t  th e  "show i s  now on

th e  ro a d ."  A fte r  ag ree in g  th a t  su p p ress iv e  f i r e  "was p a r t  o f  th e  game,"

Sharp th en  s t a t e s  th a t  th e  p re s s  should n o t g e t the  s to ry  a t  7 :00  PM.

B urchinal r e p l i e s  t h a t  we w i l l  in su re  th a t  no th in g  ou t u n t i l  "we know
0

th a t  y o u 're  o f f  t a r g e t . "  Sharp e s tim a te s  t h i s  to  be. 9^00 PM, one hour a f t e r  

lau n ch . B u rch in a l em phasizes th a t  any announcement, w i l l  be delayed  so th a t  

th e re  i s  "no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  anyone read in g "  th e  s t r i k e .  The m a tte r  o f 

aepo oying a a a i t io n a l  fo rc e s  to  th e  th e a te r  i s  a lso  Q iscu ssea .

* * * *

6:4^ PM  8:^3 PM
'TO ‘J tL „

congresskM 'l i M dership MEETDIG

G eneral W heeler was one o f th o se  in  a tten d an ce  a t  th e  le a d e rs h ip  

m eeting . In  h is  re c e n t testim o n y  b e fo re  the  Kouse Armed S e rv ic e s  Committee, 

Wheeler s ta te d  t h a t  th e  P re s id e n t to ld  th e  Congressmen th a t  he would make 

a  p u b lic  announcement b u t l e f t  th e  tim e "up in  the  a i r  becau i€  he d id  no t 

vrant to  make th e  announcement to o  soon." ivneeler th en  r e c a l le d  th a t  the  

tim ing  o f th e  annovmcement may have a c tu a l ly  been s e t t l e d  e i th e r  in  a ' 

p re lim in a ry  m eeting betw een McNamara and th e  P re s id e n t y ^ o u n d  6:38  P J^ ^
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or a t  the  lucotinc i t s e l f .  In  any ev en t, Wheeler s a id  t h a t  the

d e c is io n  was wade th a t  a s ta tem en t could  be re le a s e d  " a t  th e  tim e th e  a i r

c r a f t  took  o f f  from c a r r i e r s ,  in  o th e r  words when th e  s t r ik e s  were e n ro u te ."  

Chairman C arl Vinson s a id  he would v e r i f y  t h i s  because " I  s a t  th e re  and I  

heard  th e  whole d is c u s s io n ."  In  s h o r t ,  W heeler remembered th a t  th e  

P re s id e n t "was going to  w a it u n t i l  i t  was sa fe  to  make th e  announcem ent... 

i t  would n o t be made p r io r  to  th e  launch ing  o f th e  a i r c r a f t . "  McNamara

T  J T  p

* * *

6:36 PM: (6 :56  AM, August 5 , Saigon Timv.)  The CONST£LL.< . .'.’ION 

re c e iv e s  a copy o f th e  JOS s t r ik e  3xecute neiisage.

7 :22  PM: (? :2 2  AM, August 5, Saigon xime) - -  The IICONDEROGA re c e iv e s  

th e  CINCPACFLT execu te  m essage.

7 :30  PM: (7 :30  AM, August 5, Saigon Time) - -  The COKSTELIAJJ.JIm 

re c e iv e s  th e  CINCPAC message which p a sse s  th e  JCS s t r ik e  message w ith 

in s t r u c t io n s  n o t to  execu te  u n t i l  d i r e c te d .  (N o te : A ccording to  M ustir.. 

th e  "hold" n o tic e  was presum ably prompted by CINCPAC's d e s ire  to  make 

c e r ta in  t h a t  th e  second a t ta c k  on th e  MADDOX d id  in  f a c t  o ccu r , '.i.ce 

t h i s  was confirm ed th e  s t r ik e  execu te  message was is su e d  (see  th e  '^:50 PM 

e n try  belov/}.
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7?49 PM ; (7:49 AM, A uguit 5, Saigon tim e) — Th« CC»iSTELL,ATION 

rec e iv e s  i ts  ta rg e t assigzim ents.

( 7:50 PM ; (7:50 AM. August 5, Saigon tim e) — The CONSTELLATION
\  ^

re c e iv e s  the  CINCPAC s tr ik e  execute m essag e .

7 i5 9 P M : (1:59 PM» A ugust 4. CINCPAC tim e) G enera l W lsm an, 

NMCC P ac ific  D esk a t  Pentagon, c a lls  ^ e  CINCPAC Duty Ofificer, L t. Caikoaml 

L indsey , and a sk s  fo r the  take>of£ tim e s , num bers and types of p lanes in the 

c a r r i e r  s tr ik e . L indsey  re jd ie s  th e re  is  nothing ye t on the s tr ik e s , although 

th e re  is  som e com bat a i r  p a tro l activ ity  in  re la tio n to the e a r l ie r  a ttacks 

on the d e s tro y e rs .

8:05 PM; W heeler, in the C abinet room a t the  Whitv H ouse, c a lls  

B urch tnal a t the Pentagon and a sk s  if anything is  ha|^>ening. Bxurchinal 

says th a t he has a c le a r  line  open, but no w ord has been  rece iv ed . W heeler 

w ants to know a s  soon a s  the  w ord a r r iv e s  th a t flie a i r c r a f t have been 

launched.

8:39 PMi (2:39 PM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tizne) — M cN am ara, back

fro m the White H ouse, c a lls  Sharp and ask s  w hether the c a r r ie r s  have launched

th e ir  a ir c r a f t .  S harp repU es th a t he has rece iv ed no w ord ye t, but th is  is

probably because  the  e a r r i e r s  w ill provide a  coo rd ina ted re p o r t when the

lauDQch ie  com pleted . M cN am ara, how ever, says th a t the launch is  a lread y

40 m inutes a f te r the  o rd e re d tim e  of take >off and wants Sharp to  con tact the

c a r r i e r s  d irecU y by rad io . M cN am ara then s ta te s ; " L e t 's  ge t an im m e d ^ te

sta tem en t fro m tiiem if we can . P an t of the  p rob lem  h e re is  ju s t hanging on

tiiis new s, you se e . The P re s id e n t has to  m ake a  sta tem en t to the  peo]^e

and Xam holding him back fro m m aking i t ,  bu t we*re fo rty  m in\:tes p a s t the 
tim e I to ld h im w« would laim ch. '*
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•fanri-lin miinnta r I hnriing nlnMifrrty .................................................... ...........................

+jriQ P r - Q g - i S h a r p  e s t im a te s ,  a lthough  he does n o t have th e  launch  p la n , 

th a t  i t  would ta k e  th e  a i r c r a f t  about an hour to  re a ch  th e  t a r g e t .  McNamara 

asks Sharp to  f in d  ou t when th e y  a re  launch ing  and th e  tim e o f  th e  f i r s t  

f l i g h t s  over th e  t a r g e t s .

9 :00  PM{ (9 :00  AM, August 5, Saigon Tim e)' ^^he p ic tu r e  o f  a i r  

s i tu a t io n  a t  t h i s  tim e and th e r e a f t e r  as  r e f le c te d  on N orth  Vietnam ese and 

Chinese ra d a r  i s  d e sc rib e d  a t  Appendix 1 .

9 :09  PMr**''^('3^^ PM, August i+, CINCPAC Time)J ^ S h a^  c a l l s  McNamara 

a t  h is  o f f ic e  and says th a t  one c a r r i e r  (perhaps b o th ) woiild n o t be ab le  

to  launch  fo r  an o th e r 50 m inutes ( l0 :0 0  PM W ashington t im e ) . " In  o th e r 

w ords, th ey  c o u ld n 't  make th e  tim e ,"  r e p o r ts  Sharp. Sharp e x p la in s  th a t  

th e  con^jression o f  tim e and tn s  communications la g  a re  xhe re a so n s , and 

th in k s  t h a t  th e  l a s t  e s tim a te d  'tim es over t a r g e t ,  w ith  a  10:00 PM launch  

w i l l  be about 12:00  m idnigh t, W ashing ton  tim e . McNamara th en  asks, what 

Sharp th in k s  about a  P r e s id e n t ia l  s ta tem en t is su e d  about th e  o f

launch  th a t  would say t h i s ;  "At t h i s  moment a i r  a c t io n  i s  now in  execu

t io n  a g a in s t  gun b o a ts  and su p p o rtin g  f a c i l i t i e s  in  and n ear fc ... p o rts  

o f  N orth  Vietnam, which have been used in  support o f  h o s t i l e  o p e ra t o n s ."  

Sharp th in k s  i t  would n o t be a  "good id ea"  because i t  w i l l  a l e r t  th e  

enemy, "No doubt about i t . "  McNarnara says t h a t  th e  enemy would be 

a le r te d  as soon as th e  a i r c r a f t  ^ t a r t  coming in to  th e  c o a s t .  Sharp say s , 

"They w o n 't know where th e y 'r e  g/t>iy\g. Of course th ey  w i l l  be a le r te d
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3 r

a s  aoon a s  they get in the a ir  because Haiiian is  going to p ick them up 

and so w ill the o ther people. But they w on't know w here they a re  going.

I w ouldn 't recom m end  it. *'

9;22 PM  {3;22 PM . August 4 , CINCPAC Tim e); Sharp teU s M cN am ara 

tha t P T  boats (p resum ably  those re tu rn in g  fro m  attack  on the d e s tro y e rs)  

w ere  taking sanc tuary w ithin the th re e -m ile  lim it. M cN am ara recom m ends 

tha t the a ir c r a f t p ro ceed to h it designated  ta rg e ts , but au th o rizes  s trik ing  

any boats sighted  on the way in . He says» "Get them  o f f . . .That is  the 

m ain  thing. "

9:28 PM  (9:29 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon T im e): The CONSTELLATION 

subm its i ts  s tr ik e  p lan for approval to the C a r r ie r  T ask F o rc e  C om m ander.

i0 ;00  » 10:30 PM ; D uring th is  p e rio d , M cN am ara c a lls  Btmdy to 

d iscu ss  the  P re s id e n tia l  announcem ent. In line w ith h is e a r l ie r  conversa tion  

w ith Sharp , M cN am ara recom m ends tha t Bundy dele te  the e n tire  sentence 

w hich re a d s : "A t iM a m om ent u m  a i r  action  is  now in  execution against 

gun boats and supporting  v e sse ls  in and n e a r 4 p o r ts  of N<»th V ietnam  

which have been used  m support of hostile  opera tions. The P re s id e n tia l 

s ta tem en t a s  given over the a ir  a t 11:40 PM , how ever, re a d  th is  way;

"A ir action  is  now in execution ag a in st gun boats and c e r ta in  supporting 

v e sse ls  of N orth V ietnam which have been used  in these  hostile  opera tions . " 

Thus, w ords "in and n ear 4 p o r ts "  w ere  dele ted , w ith the r e s t

of the sen tence allow ed to  rem a in  substan tia lly  in tac t.
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10i06 PM; A fter try ing  to re a c h Senator G oldw ater fo r se v e ra l 

h o u rs , the P re s id e n t finally  gets through and in form s him  of the decision
<«

to  re ta iiiite . Im m edia tely  a f te r  talking to the P re s id e n t, Goldwater 

is su e s  a  s ta tem en t to the w ire  se rv ic e s  tha t "I am  su re  ev ery A m erican  

w ill su b scrib e  to the action  outlined in the P re s id e n t 's  sta tem en t. 1 

believe i t  is  the only thing he can do under the c irc u m sta n ce s . " This 

is  re le a s e d  inm ost an hour before  the P re s id e n t goes before  the nation 

to  announce the punitive s tr ik e .
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FM; — MoNiuiiax'tt c a l l s  Shaxp and asks whether th e  a i r c r a f t  a re  :;

■ ' ■
.••■' K 'i 

: ■ •  ̂ ''̂ 4

lam ched  y e t .  Sharp says he has no firm  word, h u t i s  "svire" one c a x x i^

(TICQNDEROGA) " i s  going to  go, o r has gone" a t  10:00. PM Washington tia ie ..

According to  Sharp, however, th e  o th e r c a r r ie r  (COMSTELT.ATION) " is  n o t 

going to  latuxcih" one of i t s  gtov^js (th e  slower p ro p e lle r  driven. A-1

a i r c r a f t )  t i n t i l  1 :00 AM. Washington Time and th e  o ther (th e  J e ts )  u n t i l  ; ;,,'i
 ■ t'- ^̂ '■'■-4 

2 :30  AM, w ith  a  tim e over t a r ^ t ;  f o r  bo th  groups estim ated  around 3 :15 AM, ■ ij,

ap p aren tly  because "she i s  n o t .able to  ge t in  p o s itio n  in  tim e ."  Sharp
V

exp la in s t h i s  by  s ta t in g  th a t  th e  CONSTELLATIOH was coming from th e  n o rth
■J'l

I
and had to  g e t in to  p o s itio n  by coming around Hainan to  s t r ik e  h e r  assign®d

'n o rth e rn  t a r g e t s .  In  o rder to  ge t in to  p o s it io n , she had to  use a. good ii;j

many o f h e r  a i r c r a f t  fo r  r e fu e le r s /^  Sharp re p ea ts  th a t  th e  TICOMOEROGA 

"should have g o tten  o f f  a -h a lf  hour ago ;(10:00 Bl) b u t "we haven’t  heftrd yet»;^  ̂ ' 

McNamara, t e l l s  Sharp to  make "dam sure she got o ff"  by g e ttin g  in  touch with-  ̂

h e r  r ig ji t  away. As to  th e  COKSTEILATIOH, McNamara asks how long i t  would

tak e  i t s  a i r c r a f t  to , reach-the . t a r g e t .  . Sharp r e p l ie s  th e  faarth&si; laojgfri;, 

w i l l  be reached i n  about f iv e  hours from now. McNamara then  says tieat: 

no announcement h e re  " i s  going to  inflxience what th ey  th in k  about tho#e 

a i r c r a f t  coming in  because you w i l l  a l r e a ^  have launched about a  h a l f  - I

hour ago a g a in s t th e  o th e r ta r g e ts ."  Sharp agrees "as long  as th ey  d o n 't  ; .r” |  

know what the  ta r g e ts  a re ."  McNamara s ta te s  th a t  " I  have cu t t h a t  out 

o f  th e  s tg i^ ie n t ,"  and Sharp, says " th e re  w i l l  s t i l l  be. th e  element o f
_

su rp ilsS [a s  long &b you don’t  :say vriaat / th e  t a r g e t ^  a re ,"

■■-I

' ; ' : 'i:'*
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J f  
S r  i-;

10:40 fM; (10:1^0 AM, A«gust 5th  Saigon tim e) — CONSTEnZATION 

recovers th e  l a s t  group o f A-1 istirc ra ft from combat a i r  p a t r o l  over th e  

d es tro y e rs .

I: ^ ( 1 0 ; 1

■ ;!■ ,.f iH fi  >

i"f 
'M

10:^3 PM: - « / (l0;l+3 AM, August 5th  Saigon tim e) — TICONDEROGA 

laynches fo u r A-1 s t r ik e  a i r c r a f t  w ith  in s tru c t io n s  to  o rb i t  ovex^ead. 

T h is - is  necessary  so th a t  th e  ..carrier deck could be f re e  fo r  th e  i 

o f  A-4 a i r c r a f t  from Cubi P o in t then  o rb it in g  overhead and to  pem iit
::'y

coord ina tion  o f prop and ;Jet s t r ik e s  to  ensure a simultaaeoujs a r r iv a l  *
i»- '!!

. ■ <h '. h- . i. 
■iO ; i

': .'i!

tim e .over th e  t a r g e t . The A-1 launching marks th e  beginning o f  th e  

a t ta c k , and w ith in  th e  hour th e se  fo u r A-1,  ̂s d ep art fo r  VUSH. (HMGC 

„ re ce iv es  t h i s  message a t _______BM) —^

, 10:^6 ^  l^ a m a ra  c a i l s  Sharp ag a in , seeking coiifirm ation o f  ■
[ ^; th e  launch tim es . Sharp says th a t  he has been try in g  to  reach  th e  Task ■.
■ : *  .

I Force b u t " i t  i s  J u s t  a o jiestion  o f g e ttin g  th r p u ^  th ie  c i r c u i t  and ' -

j appaaren'Kly th e  c i r c u i t ' i s  a  l i t t l e  jajnmed." He re p o rts  tha^u /\o  warjai-has

y e t b e ^  received., and McNamara suggests he rad io  in  th e  c le a r ,  aakiug .thei' 

TICOKDEROGA i f  i t  d id  "what i t  s a id  i t  would do a t  10 :00 ." McNamwa s ta te s  

th a t  th e  P re s id en t wants to  go on th e  a i r  a t  11:15, b u t should no t go on 

"un less  he has a confirm ation  o f the  launch",. McNamara tn.en wants Sharp '

to  sec^xre. ha lf-hov irly  p o s t- s t r ik e  r e p o r ts ,  once th e  launching o ccu rs.

n

m

10:48 PM; — C lif to n  a t  th e  White House c a l ls  General Wisman, th e  -

Deputy D irec to r f o r  O perations, J o in t  S ta f f  and s ta te s  th a t  new; launch
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i

tim es f o r  th e  CONSTELLATION have 'been re c e iv e d  which a re  co n s id e ra b ly  ^

l a t e r  them th e  TICONDEROGA’ s ,  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t i s  sh o o tin g  f o r  an

11:15 EM s ta te m e n t, and ask s  how much would be re v e a le d  by th e  announce  .

m ent, Wisman s t a t e s  t h a t  Sharp ag rees  w ith  a P r e s id e n t ia l  announcement >

now th a t  McNamara has recommended th e  d e le t io n  o f  s p e c i f ic  p o r t io n s  d e a lin g

\d .th  th e  t a r g e t s .

11:05 PM: ’  Wisman c a l l s  B u rch in a l an^ r e p o r ts  th a t  n o th in g  i s  

a irb o rn e  y e t ,  t h a t  th e  CONSTELLA.TION i s  n o t in  p o s i t io n ,  and th a t  s e v e ra l 

more hours would be re q u ire d  fo r  i t s  f i r s t  lau n ch . There i s  now th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y ,  acco rd in g  to  Wisman, t h a t  th e  CONSTELLA.TION because o f  w eather 

may have to  scrub  i t s  o p e ra tio n . He reco g n ize s  x h is  would t i p  our hand i f  

one fo rc e  goes i n ,  and says t h a t  th e re  can be no scrubb ing  o f  th e  m ission  t

u n t i l  th e  Seciv- vary o f  Defense and th e  Chairman o f  th e  J . 'in t C h ie fs  a re  *

f i r s t  n o t i f i e d .  !
f f

i** J.

11:IL PM:  McNamara c a l l s  Sharp , and i s  to ld  " i t  i s  j u s t  t h a t  I  i

don’t  th in k  t h a t  th e re  i s  any q u es tio n  th a t  th e y  have launched . I t  i s  

J u s t  a  q u e s tio n  o f  g e t t in g  th e  r e p o r t ."  McNamara, w ith  re g a rd  to  th e

w eather c o n d itio n s  and p o ss ib le  c a ix c e lla tio n  o f th e  CONSTELLATION s t r i k e s .

v\a re  going to  r e t a l i a t e .  McNamara asks i f  Dhere i s  any reaso n  why "che 

CONSTELLATION co u ld n ’t  lau n ch  a g a in s t  th e  so u th ern  ta rg e ts ," in " d u d in g  th e

f

s t a t e s  ‘̂ TO efliTinrfl: s i t  h e re  » b a n a tio r i and l e t  them a t ta c k  us on th e  j

h i ^  seas and n o t do som ething I  thir.:-'; th e  P re s id e n t has to  say  we ;

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-

— 

-

— 

-



o i l  d e p o t.” S harp  respcm s th a t th is  is  "exactly what we w<mld d o ," 

although he m entions th a t the w ea th e t to the south is  not good and 

begixming to  d e tex io ra te .

lltZO PM : <5j20 P . M, August 4. CINCPAC tim e) — Sharp caUs 

M cNaxnara and says i t is  now ccgHOLrmed. J ^ h e  £ th e  TICCJNDEROG^ 

got h e r ]^banes o£f a t 0243 (Zulu tim e) (1 0 :4 | PM W ashingtoa tim e i 

10i43 AM Saigc^ tim e). S harp in<tteates th a t i t wiU take the a ir c ra f t  

about an hour and fifty m inutes fro m now to  rea ch th e ir  ta rg e ts .  The 

a ttac k wUl be in  two w aves, both  scheduled to a r r iv e  a t the  sam e tim e .

11{27 PM ; C om m ander H enson of the NMCC P acifie  D esk a t the 

Pentagon no tifies the  White House Situation Room th a t the TICCSfDEROGA 

launched its  f i r s t a i r c r a f t a t  10t43 PM , w ith an e s tim a ted tim e  over the 

ta rg e t a t  1:10 AM.

11:35 PM ; ( lls3 5 AM. Auguet 5th Saigon ttm e) — The CONSTELLATION 

adv ises the C a r r ie r  T ask F o rc e  Cocnzxuuider of Its  in tended launch positi<m 

fo r  s tr ik e s  w ith a  sim ultaneous tim e  over ta rg e t a t  3:45 AM.

* e  * ♦ '  ^

11:40 PM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

PR E §ID E I^t GOES THE AIR

The P re s id e n t goes on rad io and TV and s ta te s ;

"R epeated a c ts  of v io lence a g a in st th e a rm e d fo rce s  of the  United 
not

S ta tes m u st be m e t /boly w ith a le r t  defense, but w ith positive  re ]4y .

T hat rep ly  Is being given a s  1 speak to you. A ir action  Is now in  executton

4/0
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a g a in st gun boats and c e r ta in  supporting fac ilitie s  of North V ietnam  

w hich have be«n u sed  In th ese  hostile  opera tione . *'

e  # e  »

1. By l l :S 4 , U. S. N aval A irc ra f t  had  been in  the  a i r  approx im ate ly  one hour.

2 . Hanoi and Hainan thro\igh th e ir  ra d a r , had  then  rece iv ed  indications 

of the  a ttack .

3. The tim e  rem ain ing  b e fo re  the  a i r c r a f t  a r r iv e d  over the  ta rg e ts  would

probably  not p e rm it the N orth  V ietnam ese to  m ove th e ir  boats to  sea  

o r to  a le r t  th e ir  fo rc e s .

4. I t  was im p o rtan t th a t our country  le a rn  of the m anner in  which th e ir  

govenunen t w as responding to  the a ttack s on i ts  v e sse ls  fro m  th e ir  

P re s id e n t, r a th e r  than fro m  Hanoi which w as expected  to  announce the 

a tta c k  a t  any m o m m t.

5. I t  w as d e s irab le  th a t the  N orth  V ietnam ese governm ent and o th ers  be

to ld  a s  soooi a s  p o ss ib le  the lim ited , punitive, c h a ra c te r  <d the  a ttack .

6. I t  w as im p o rtan t th a t the N orth  V ietnam ese and C hinese Com m im ists 

know th a t th is  was the  f irm  and d e lib e ra te  resp o n se  oi the  U. S.

G overnm ent to  an  unprovoked a g g ie ss iv e  ac t, and no t the  a c t of a  

lo ca l com m jtnder.

l ls S l  PM ; (11:51 AM, August 5th, Saigcm Tim e) *- S harp  caUs 

W heeler and  they d iscu ss  the p o ss ib ilitie s  of a  r e s tr ik e  ag a in st VINH, 

w ith W heeler saying th a t he w ill take i t  up with M cN am ara.
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i l ;5 4  PM; {1U54 AM, A ugust 5tti, Salg<wj tim e )  — The 

CONSTELiUVTXON re c e iv e s  a  m essag e  th a t TICONDEROGA had launched 

i ts  a i r c r a f t a t  10:43 PM* w ith scheduled a r r iv a l  over ta rg e t a t  1:10 AM.

WEDNESDAY 
AUGUST 5, 1964

12;00 M idnight; (Noon, A ugust 5th Saigon tim e) W heeler c a lls

S harp to  d iscu ss  the recycling  of the VXNH s tr ik e . Sharp ind ica tes that

the  recycling  m ay only have to be off the TXCONDEROGA, but wants the

added flex ib ility  of recycling  w ith both c a r r i e r s .  "T he p r i^ le m "  says

S harp , " is  th a t i t tak es so  dam n long to get the  w ord out to th e m ." Sharp

a lso te lls  W heeler th a t both c a r r i e r s  had been condueUng a i r  opera tions

a l l night b efo re  in  supporting the MADDOX and TURNER JOY and a s  a

re s u l t " they a r e  kin da pooped o u t."  The CONSTELLATION "d id n 't m ake

as m uch headw ay as  she would have because  she a j ^ r e n t l y had to to m in

the o tiier directi<m fo r a  landing and launching . . .  so th a t she is  behind

h e r hoped fo r position  . . .  so th a t 's  the  rea so n  she launched la te ."

The TICOQNDEROGA, on the o ther hand, " is  a lso quite a long ru n from

w here she is  to th ese v a rio u s  ta rg e ts i  and she being a  sm a ll c a r r i e r

d o e sn 't have a s  m any a irp lan e s  e i th e r ." Sharp ind ica tes th a t the  CONSTELLATION

m ay have to  sc ru b  only the n o r& e m m o st ta rg e t  (P o rt W allut) and th is  because

of a  com bination of fac to rs^O te  ta rg e t 's  d is tan cer  if  e le ss  f i wiiiiiilj m  

and the  a d v e rse w eather.
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12; 15 AM: ( l2 ;1 5  PM, August 5 th , Saigon Time)  S ix  A-l+’ s and 

s ix  F 8 ’s a re  launched  from th e  TICOEDEROGA f ly in g  to  VIIJH a t  an a l t i tu d e  

o f  25,000 f e e t .  The t a r g e t  i s  320 n a u tic a l, rn iles avray.

12:3^ AM: (12 :3^ PM, August 5 th , Saigon Time)  TICONDEROGA launches 

s ix  F 8 ’ s which depart; f o r  QUANG KHE, f ly in g  a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f 25,000 f e e t .  

T arget i s  250 n a u t ic a l  m ile s  away.

12:38 AM: W heeler c a l l s  Sharp and t e l l s  him th a t  he has d iscu ssed  

th e  re c y c le  w ith  McUamara. 'W heeler’s m ajor concern i s  th a t  th e  a t ta c k s  

must n o t be "open-ended" a f f a i r s .  Three r u le s  a re  s e t  fo r  th e  x-jpoyde: 

F i r s t ,  up to  20 a i r c r a f t  may be u sed ; second, th e  on ly  t a r g e t  w i l l  be 

VINH; and t h i r d ,  th e  a t ta c k  should  be laim ched no l a t e r  th an  3 :0 0  AM, 

W ashington tim e . Sharp th in k s  th a t  th e  3 :00  AM tim e i s  c u t t in g  i t  too  

s h o r t ,  w ith  c lo s e r  to  1+:00 AM as  th e  more r e a l i s t i c  h o u r. Sharp adds 

th a t  he w i l l  do h i s  b e s t  to  compress th e  tim e and w i l l  re c y c le  as 

q u ick ly  as p o s s ib le .  W heeler in d ic a te s  t h a t  he w i l l  pass  t h i s  on to  

McNamara.

12:^3 AM: W heeler 'c a l l s  Sharp and t e l l e  hxm th a t  th e  4 :0 0  AM re c y c le  

tim e i s  a c c e p ta b le  to  McNamara, ■ b u t Sharp now in d ic a te s  launch  on th e  

re c y c le  cou ld  n o t b e g in  u n t i l  5 6 :00  AM, W heeler says i,h i>  i s  to o  l a t e .
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and th«y a r r iv e  a t an a g ra sm e n t tha t Sharp wov Id  launch what he 

could up to 4:00 AM and would hav« to e e a sa . i

ItOO PM . August 5th. Saigon tim e ) ;—^ ^ T E L L A T I O N

launches fou r A -l*a which d e p a rt fo r  HON GAY, flying a t an a ltitude of 

fro m  1.000 •  5, 000 fee t. HON GAY is  360 n au tica l m iles  away. 

CC^STELLATION a lso  launches fou r A ~ l‘s which d ep art fo r  LOG CHAO, 

flying a t an alU tude of 1 ,000 ~ 5 ,000 fee t. LOG GHAO is  330 nau tica l m ile s .

1;11 AM: (1:11 PM . A ugust 5, Saigon tim e) 7:11 PM August 4, GINGFAG 

tim e) - -  GINCPAC duty o fficer c a lls  L t. Gol. Sm ith in  M cN am ara 's office 

and says th a t the  e s tim a ted tim es over ta rg e t fo r the TICONDERCXj A w ill 

be 1:15 AM fo r the f i r s t and 1:25 AM fo r the second. "E veryth ing is  on 

t r a c k ."  he r e p o r ts .

I a s AM; (Is 15 PM , A ugust 5th, Satg<m tim e) — TlCC»fDERCX3A»s 

s ix  F-8*s launched a t  12:34 AM s tr ik e  QUAKG KHE w ith 20 m m  sh e lls  and 

5” ro c k e ts . T h ere  Is  no AA & r«. Seven boats  a r e  sigh ted , fou r a re  

se v e re ly  dam aged and one m o d era te ly . T h ere a r e no U. S. lo s se s . (NMCC 

rec e iv e d th is  re p o r t a t  AM ,)

1:25 AM; (1:25 PM . August 5th. Saigon T im e) — TICONDEROGA*s 

fou r A - l 's  launched a t  10:43 PM . s ix A»4*s laxmched a t 12:15 AM and six  

F -8 's  launched a t  12:15 AM s tr ik e  a t the  VXNH -  BEN THUY > PHUC LOl 

com plex. They re p o r t  m odera te  AA f i r e .  Of the s ix boats sighted, fou r a re
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m o dera te ly  dam aged and two lightly  dam aged. E ight P o l tanks and two 

AA guns a re  destroyed . T h ere  a re  no U .S . lo s s e s . The ordnance vised 

range a fro m  1,000 lb . bom bs to  5" Ztmi ro ck e ts  to 2 .7 5  m m  ro ck e ts .

(NMCC re c e iv e s  th is  m essag e  a t  AM .)

2:16 AM; S harp call*  M cNamara*a offtee and gives the f i r s t  s tr ik e  

re p o r t to  Col. Moody.^ He s ta te s  th a t VINH has been  struUc, the o il 

In sta lla tio n is  burning f ie rc e ly , the  fou r P T  boats in the h a rb o r have 

a l l been h it, w ith one dead in the w a te r. Heavy flak has been experienced  

and one F -8  is  h it, headed fo r Da Nang. Moody says Vance w ill be prom ptly  

adv ised  of th ese  developm ents. Vance is  infom aed im m edia te ly .

2;30 AM: (2:30 PM , A ugust 5 |h , Saigon tim e) — The CONSTELLATION 

launches ten A * 4 't and two F -4 'e  which d ep art fo r HON GAY a t an altitude  

of 25,000 -  30,000 fee t. HON GAY is  360 nau tica l m ile s  aw ay. The 

CONSTELLATION a lso launches fihre A-4*s and & re e  F « 4 's  which then d ep art 

fo r LOC CHAO, flying a t an altitude  of 25,000 .  30,000 fee t. LOC CHAO 

is  330 n au tica l zniles aw ay. (NMCC re c e iv e s  th is  m essag e  a t  AM)

3:25 AM: (3:25 PM , A ugust 5th, Saigon tim e) — CONSTELLATION'S 

fou r A*l*s lauiMhed a t  1:00 AM and its  five A >4*8 and th re e  F « 4 's  launched 

a t 2:30 AM s tr ik e  LOC CHAO. They re p o r t m o d era te AA f ire  (20 m m fro m  

the b oa ts). The boats  a r e no t vuiderway. Of the five P T boats s ig h ted , two 

a re  daznaged se rio u s ly and th re e  m odera te ly . One A-1 a i r c r a f t  (S a th e r 's , 

th ird In tiie column) is  sho t down. One A»1 is  dam aged, but re tu rn s  to  

c a r r i e r  sa fe ly . The a ttack s  la s ts  25 m inu tes. 2*75*' ro ck e ts  and 20 m m  

s tra fin g  a ttack s  u tilise d . (NMCC re c e iv e s  th is  m essag e  a t  A M .)
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3;4Q AM; <3:40 PM , August 5th, Saigon T im e) — CONSTELLATION*« 

four A-1*0 launched a t 1:00 AM and it# ten  A-4*» and two F-4*« launched 

a t  2:30 AM s tr ik e  HON GAY. They re p o r t  m odera te  to  heavy AA f ire .

Of the five boats sighted , five a re  d estroyed . The boats do not get underw ay 

un til a f te r  the a ttack  s ta r te d . A lvares* A>4 a ir c r a f t ,  the second in colum n, 

is  shot down while on a  second p ass  ag a in st boats a t anchor. The a ttack  

la s ts  25 m inu tes, w ith 2 .7 5 ” rcNskets and 20 m m  stra fin g  a ttacks u tilized . 

(The NMCC rece iv ed  the  s tr ik e  m essag e  a t ___________ )
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3:43 AM; S harp  te lia  W ism an of the Joixxt Staff tim t i t  n^ght 

b« bo«t to  puU the MADDOX and C. TURNER JOY out of th e ir  p a tro l 

because  they  a r e  low on fuel amd am m unition, and the  N orth  V ietnam ese 

have a lre a d y  been given a  "good pusdshm snt". Sharp  adds th a t to  keep  tOie 

d e s tro y e rs  on s ta tion  m ight inv ite  fu r th e r  attacks* perhaps even a  lo s s , 

W ism an says th is  w ill re q u ire  JCS approval.

3;58 AM; McCutfeheon a t  CXNCPAC c a lls  W ism an about pulling 

the  d e s tro y e rs  out. McCutchecm say s th a t s ince  th ese  d e s tro y e rs  have 

sp e c ia l equipm ent and could not read ily  be  rep laced , but th a t the ships 

have had  se v e ra l s le e p le ss  n igh ts . The reU ef of th ese  sh ips would be 

tem p o ra ry  only» about a  24 hour r e s t ,  a f te r  the  s tr ik e s  had  ceased .

W ism an says he w ill ta lk  to  B urch inal.

4:03 AM; (4:03 PM , August 5th. Saigon tim e) — TICQNDEROGA 

launches four F«>8's and e ight A-4*s which d ep art fo r the  re s tr ik e  ag a in st 

VINH.

4:15 AM; (4:15 PM , Augvist Stii, Saigon tim e) — TICONDEROGA 

laxmches two A •^ 's  which d ep art fo r  HCXM ME a t  an  a ltitude  25,000 fee t.

4;41 AM; W ism an c a lls  B urch inal and te l ls  h im  th a t an A-1 and 

A -4 fro m  the CXDNSTELLATION have been lo s t over HON GAY. (Note; 

ac tually , one was lo s t over H0I4 GAY, ano ther over liOC CHOU.} B urchinal 

is  the  f i r s t  to  be notified , and he suggests th a t W ism an in fo rm  the Chiefs 

and the  S e c re ta ry  of D efense. Vance is  in fo rm ed  inuned ia te ly .
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AM: (i+;lt5 Bd, August 5 th , Saigon Time)  TICOKDEROGA’ s fo u r 

F -8 ’ s and e ig h t  A-U’s ,  a l l  launched a t  ^ ;0 3  AM, s t r ik e  VIKH. They r e p o r t  

heavy AA f i r e  from  th e  a d d i t io n a l  AA guns b ro u g h t in to  p o s i t io n  a f t e r  

f i r s t  s t r i k e ,  b u t th e y  d e s tro y  two to  fo u r  P o l tan k s  and s ix  AA guns. 

There a re  no U .S. lo s s e s ,  (l^ICC re c e iv e s  t h i s  message a t  _______ ^ . )

5;15 AM; (5 :15  EM, August 5 th , Saigon Time) TICOKDEROGA’ s two 

A if’s ,  launched  a t  AM, s t r ik e  HON ME w ith  20 mm s h e l l s  and ro c k e ts .

They r e p o r t  no AA f i r e ,  ajad s u rp r is e  i s  ach ieved . Of th e  s ix  b o a ts  

s ig h te d , th r e e  a re  d e s tro y ed , th re e  m odera te ly  damaged, and one i s  

fo rc e d  to  b each . There a re  no U .S. lo s s e s .

6:08 AM: Wisman c a l l s  M ustin and says th e  o p e ra tio n  i s  j u s t  about 

wound up and was a  " p r e t ty  good e f f o r t ,  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s fu l ."  le  s t a t e s  

th a t  Sharp was a b le  to  accon^jlish  th e  re c y c le  a g a in s t  VINH and ’̂ .a t th e  

d e s tro y e r p a t r o l  i s  b e in g  p u l le d  o u t ,  with  a p p ro v a l, f o r  rep len ish m en t.

8 :3 0  AMi  McNamara c a l l s  ffieneral M ilto n 'to  check on th e  r e s u l t s  6 f  
"  i

'he p u n it iv e  s t r i k e ,  b ased  on p re s e n t in fo rm a tio n . H ere, th e se  f a c ts

a re  confirm ed;

 6̂4 s t r i k e  s o r t i e s  were lau n ch ed ^^ t^ th  59 p l a n e ^  a g a in s t  

h N orth  V ietnam ese p a t r o l  b o a t b a s e s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  LOG 

CHAO e s tu a ry ,  and th e  su p p o rtin g  o i l  s to ra g e  depot a t  VINH.

About 25 PT b o a ts  were d e stro y ed  o r damaged, i n  a d d i t io n  to  

damage to  t h e i r  b a se s  and su p p o rtin g  f a c i l i t i e s .

 An e s tim a te d  90^ o f th e  VINH o i l  d ep o t, c o n ta in in g  l^l tan k s  

and 10^ o f  th e  petro leum  capac if y  o f  Nort)(v Vietnam , was 

d e s tro y ed . Smoke was seen r i s in g  to  li+,000 f e e t .

Two U .S. Navy a i r c r a f t  were l o s t  and two damaged.

I
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ZhlR is  a dtero&olosical aoeount of tto  evtnts of Tamaimy, At^pist k,

196k  tm& y^iSmw&g^f AufipjJit 3t «« z«3jBt« to  tJMi on tb a

d»8trcQNnrs NKESC^ «aa C« TOBME In  l i i t e f m t l09» l  m ts rc  lagr p s tx til lyoata 

of th« Sorth lir«y «ad the si^Miquitntly •36»cut«a z«tali&tory

strikBs ogiAi.fi«t tb t lortibi VitftxwMim lagr asvml sljrom ft f r̂an th« QBS 

COMBmiASIGR a m  TICCIDBBBOQA.

lk> chrooology^ cotunMi <sm m m r hofc to eairtujm tb» fUlX flKVor aad 

lnt«Bsltj of IteM  tPMO dagrs la fit* «v«ist« vm m  cch|i1uc, tlM jfm«siiz«8

v«r« gx««t. Steraui îout, hoMrrKTi •  nuiiNir of bMie tiMmts «nex|p. ISmmp* Is 

tiM MMurob ftar ovftlons  ̂ m  woapd of th* Mocsad «Mtaek on tlM dMrtaraor«r« 

f l l t« n  in Ottrly oq the aornlag of Aueuct MSi. Bmm« osrtion* m et be shap- 

•A not only to tlift tewftlsbe pxclilJBi of awil.tBg m iftlar « d  ifltb th t

R  Boat Bum but Mist, la th t MlAcrtioa of addltiooal zwinfbrcwwata, deal 

M well vlth tb» Long range etratcgle i^pUootloBt c t  iSam «lt«iatelati. Siex* 

is  a pcrioA of oaMfuily rKftniag them optloos fisr tbe n m id v t, the 

iiltiMitte deeieicB vMtiag is hie heads* FLeamtng the strike eocK̂ plM a 

good part of the afteznooit of the ^ x a g la A  with the isvistent 4iniirrt 

that the attadm on the d u m tx o syvn  he varifled c learlj «d& comlaclasS^. 

•a o K K tja cn t the efeniag, yo rA  is  ewrttert for the n « s t 3Lsuadi» st^oaUiag 

the s ta rt of the gstaliatosy xvspoose. !Ehe ls>md>es bsglix c t 10t2»3 

and the ftvsldeot goes on the a ir irLthla tb » hour to  ^waoaioe our actlcm 

to  ^  nQrU. flaal3y« tbs stsrllai its e lf  is  oos^Lsted, a rm xlnhljr 

suoeeesfuX ogperatlosx.
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Ttm  dlaxtm oljoer vwU m Bl m fiM ita iitia U jr on o O iIm , veoojrOinviî  m p s, 

iM v t rs le e s e e , nlnotw a o f xmluanrzsx  ̂ B M ttia s i, aad d ism issio»8 v ltftt liMMHni. 

MdbHntm, Yaaios, Buiidy» Mdtot^ îztoa «aA OcaKniLL WtMWlT*

I t wmt hm rw—iti>r>i1 that m aedi of tbm  m e tle n  T m portm i. iM  oocxmrlag 

elarolteaeoiMily dlffiemat liw tli « iSam Vns^agon, la  CXKSftS Iwidtiarteni 

Boaoxulut TonklB Oulf» ^  Soulfti Qhlm 6m , mA «bt tttiqprt mnmm* Wtmt o t 

ttaBM loostioM u »  ia  dlfXtannat tlM  w om m , lu A  Mpcnrts of tlM aotlan anlvw 

a t d lffte to t ia te rm li. T o r m m  of y e f ta w . h ta m m » , w iX  o t  Him %$mm» 

a M m n if  taWwiHa^ w  l i i i t i m B a n u ii*  tU m .

SaloM tte> !■ IS bom  la ta r O f. OuU of taaklB Um  U  13 

hours lK l«r, Inito ISm SMtoregrar i»  th» Oolf of SDtaldLa k^pt 6«t«cii tia o . 

cmc&RIC (Bonolula) tia o  is  6 hour* o u rlia r than IDT. Onw, fo r •xeoq>1«, 

lOiOO AM la Waihtagtnw is  IDtOO IN Sslfan tla a  «ad kiCO IM BoiioImIu t ia s .

!Eb« tairloiM alAxnnriatioiis usod idxrauKbout ««• thssoi

CXKaE9»C •  Oca—wflor ia Osi«f« n a i f l Q  • A M b m l S tm rp  

C O K M C flff •  GammaAmt ia  O xiM t, fa o if le  nm ti%  •  AjWUrmX Mooxar 

(XMEBnBSfSSafUJ! •  CooBBniKr, S«f«atib f la o t  <• AdalxaX
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TUESDAY 

AUGUST J^th. 196̂ 4

7;U0 AMi m ,  August Saigon Time) — The MADDOX re p o rts

th a t  an a tta c k  appears insninent from actiraas taken  by u n id e n tif ie d  v e s se ls .

The MADDOX in  company w ith  the C. TUSH£3i JCQf I s  heading sou theast near the 

cen te r  o f  th e  Qulf o f  Tonkin in  in te rn a tio n a l  w aters approxiinately 65 m iles 

from the  n ea re s t lan d . These sh ips iBsaediately go on th e  alert.^HMCC rece iv es  

th i s  re p o r t  a t  about 9*30 AM.)

8:lU AMi — F i r s t  word o f  a  p o ss ib le  a tta c k  on th e  MADDOX i s  received  

a t  the  Pentagon by the  DIA In d ic a tio n s  Center over the phone from NSA.

While on the  phone, a  copy of f ie ld  u n it  message a r r iv e s  and copies

are  d e liv e re d , sosBetiioe between 8 t 30 a.iB. and 9<00 a.& . to  the  Secretazy o f 

Defense McNamara^ and th e  Chairman o f the  J o in t  Chiefs o f S ta f f  W heels*

8t36 AMt <or 8136 m ,  August k , Saigon Time) — The MADDOX estab« 

l is h e s  i t s  f i r s t  rad a r co n tac ts  w ith  two u n id e n tif ie d  surface v esse ls  and 

th ree  u n id e n tif ie d  a i r c r a f t .  At t h i s  t i i ^ ,  U.S. 2 'igh ter e i r o r a f t  are 

launched front'^the UBS TICQflDEROGA to  provide the  MADDOX and th e  TURNER JOY 

w ith  p ro te c tio n  a g a in s t p o ssib le  a tta c k s  from th e  m ild en tif ie d  v esse ls  and 

a i r c r a f t ,  in  accordance w ith  the P re s id e n t’ s prevlous3;y issued  d ire c t iv e s .

'A t t h i s  tlBie, th e  TICCIiDBROGA i s  lo ca ted  approxiasately 100 n a u tic a l m iles 

E ast North E ast o f Da Bang. (HMCC rece iv es  th is  re p o r t a t  about IO13O AM)

9»08 AMi (car 9s08 SM, August U, S a i^ n  Time) — The MADDOX repcnrts 

th a t  the  u n id e n tif ie d  a i r c r a f t  have disappeared from i t s  rad ar screen bu t 

th a t  th e  s u r : ^ e  v e sse ls  a re  s t i l l  rem aining a t  a  d is ta n c e . U. S» air<> 

c r a f t  from the  TICOKDKROGA a r r iv e  and ccsomence defensive p a tro l  over the
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MADDOX and the  TURNER JOT. (lOCC rece iv es  th i s  re p e a l a t  H i (A AM.)

9; 12 AM» McNamara c a l ls  the  P resid en t and t e l l e  him about the  

in te ll ig e n c e  w arning he hae ;}ust received  th a t  the  MADDOX la  on t l ^  a l e r t  

ag a in , w ith the presence o f  h o s ti le  sh ips repca-ted.

9:19 AMs Wheeler i s  now in  r e c e ip t  o f  sev e ra l aessag es , inclxiding 

the  NSA cab le , in d ic a tin g  th a t  the  MAIXDQX be under a ttack*  He c a l ls  

Adstiral G rian, IffiCC, and asks whether Grism has se«n axs:̂  messages on the  

a t ta c k  and whether CIHCPAC w il l  be ab le  to  respond e f fe c t iv e ly .  Griasm 

re p o rts  th a t  he has one message» bu t has not ta lk e d  to  CI3K3PAC. Wheeler 

then  says he w i l l  c a l l  CUKJPAC h ia a e l f ,

\
9t23 AM̂  Whe«ler c a l l s  G eneral McCMtcheon (CBfCPAC J -3 )  and asks 

whether he has receiV«d any word on an In tending  a tta c k  on the d e s t r i e r s .  

McCutcheon says he h is  no word, bu t w i l l  lnoaediately check. Whe«ler i s  

in s i s te n t  th a t  the  de|stroyers ”clobber" the a t ta c k e rs ,  and make every

h o s t i le  sh ip s , \ising a d d itio n a l a i r  support, i fe f f o r t  to  destixiy the

required*  (gbB t tniB^^(3>g3 AM, August 4 , £>^ 3 ^

* « * «

9tZ5 AM » H i2 5  AM ^

EARLy MEETINGS AT lOTTAGON

McNamsra, Deputy S ecre ta ry  Vance, General BvjrchinajJ Colonel Jones, 

and Admiral M astin o f th e  J o in t  S ta f f  me% a t  th e  PentagorXas re p o rts  o f 

th e  a tta c k  on th e  destrctyers coae in .  As the  s i tu a t io n  grows ssore in te n se ,
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poB8ible le v e ls  o f  r e t f t l ia t io n  a re  d iscussed , and ta rg e t  fo ld e rs  are 

examined* High on the  l i s t  a re  t t e  fT boat and supporting K5L in is ta lla -  

t io n a , b u t o tlw r ta rg e ts  such as a i r f i e l d s ,  in d u s t r ia l  canplexes « id  

b ridges are  a lso  s c ru tin is e d . McNamara, about lOiOO mjTCsks th a t  the 

JCS be suffltnoned, and they  a r r iv e  s h o rtly  t l^ re a f te r *  Captain M ille r 

o f  the  Havy, a  mine e x p e rt, i s  a lso  asked to  Jo in  the  meeting and the  

p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  mining the  coast i s  discussed* Here i t  i s  po in ted  out 

th a t  th e  mines woiuld have to  be b ro u f^ t in to  th e  c a r r ie r s  from Subic Bay, 

the  P h ilip p in e s . McNajMra, during th i s  tim e, c a l l s  the  P re s id en t, informs 

him th a t  a r e ta l ia to r y  a tta c k  i s  being planned, and t e l l s  him th a t  he 

w il l  p re sen t a  number o f op tions to  him as soon as p o s s ib le .*

•  # « «

9i26 AMt A message I s  sen t to  re<iuesting a  c<aabet a i r

I>atrol over the d e s tro y e rs , to  c o n s is t  o f  2 F»8s, 2 A-3s, and 1+ A«ls*

9»30 AM: (ca* 9;30 PM, August 1*, Saigon Time) — A dd itional v esse ls  

a re  observed on th e  MADDGX rad a r scre«ns, and th ese  v e sse ls  begin to  c lose 

ra p id ly  on th e  d es tro y er p a tro l  a t  speeds in  excess o f  UO knots* As the 

a tta c k in g  c r a f t  continue to  close  ra p id ly  from th e  west and south , the 

MASDCDC ev a lu a tes  th e i r  in te n tio n s  as h o s t i l e .  (lOCC recelv^es t h i s  message 

a t  11120

9s32 AM* (3132 AM, August a t  CIW^PAC) Grima (KMCC) co n tac ts  

th e  CIHCPAC duty  o f f ic e r .  Major Rosenbaum. Griraa re p o rts  th a t  the KMCC

^*McNamara made th re e  c a l ls  to  th e  P resid en t during th i s  period  a t  9*U3 AM, 
10»53 AM and U s0 6  AM.
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1ms ^u st received  f r m  th e  th a t  a  p o ssib le  a tta c k  appears

iaaainent from PT b o a ts , wants to  know i f  a i r  cover I s  a v a ila b le , and wlmt 

has been done to  siQ ^ly the  destro y ers  w ith  an e f fe c tiv e  response capa

b i l i ty #  Griam in d ic a te s  th a t  a d d i t im a l  BMgasures, beyond tJsose d ire c t ly  

involv ing  th e  desti*oyers, a re  being ccKisidered in  Washington. ®ie duty 

o f f ic e r  has no in fo rsm tion  about th e  s itu a ticm  bu t adds th a t  McCutcheon 

i s  on h is  way in ,  Griaaa says th a t  he w i l l  arrange fo r  an cq?en l in e  

between CIKCPAC and Washington, and t e l l s  CINCPAC re p re se n ta tiv e  th a t  

t td s  i s  a  "ho t <»ie«"

9:52 AMt (o r 9»50 PM, August Saigon Time) •*- The d estro y ers  r e 

p o rt th a t  they  are  under continuous torpedo a tta c k  auid are  e n e ^ e d  in  

defensive co u n te rfire  a g a in s t Ncorth Vietnamese p a tro l  b o a ts . {SiMCC 

rece iv es  th i s  message a t  11139 ^  and UiUS AM.)

10;Qt| AMt McCutcheon c a l l s  B urchinal, 'h ^  i s  then in  McNamara*s 

o f f ic e .  Burchinal t e l l s  him th a t  th e  Pentagon has ^ u st received  a  "flash** 

th a t  th e  d e s trc y e rs  a re  vinder a t ta c k . McCutcheon r e p l ie s  th a t  hB has not 

seen i t  y e t ,  bu t In d ic a te s  th a t  tliua f l e e t  and th e  C a rr ie r  !I^sk Force have 

been a le r te d .  The TXCCNIEROGA, about 1^ minutes away from the  destro y ers  

by a i r ,  i s  a le r te d .  So i s  the  CCNS2SXIATX0H, which I le f t  Hong Kong 

y este rd ay  and i s  headed sou th . B urchinal s ta te s  th a t  the  CQIISZ£LLA.TIGfN 

w i l l  be ordered to  move in to  p o s itio n  o f f  South Vietnam, in  the  v ic in i ty  

o f th e  TICCHDIROGA. He a lso  t e l l s  McCutcheon th a t  a  p o ssib le  r e ta l ia to r y  

s tr ik e  i s  being considered a g a in s t Korth Vietnamese bases and asks him 

to  tak e  a look a t  seme o f  th e  p o ssib le  ta rg e ts  i f ,  in  f a c t ,  an a tta c k  i s  

c a r r ie d  ou t a g a in s t the  destroyers*
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10; 15 AMt {IO1I 5 HM, August U, Saigon Time) — Ulie d estrcy ero  repoart 

th a t  they  have avoided torpedoes ood have sunk one of* th e  a tta ck in g  c r a f t .  

(HMCC rece iv es  th i s  a t  U j 52 AM.)

10} 19 AMi (i^tl9 AM, CIHCPAC fim e) — McHemara c a l l s  Sharp and asks 

whether he has seen the  aessages regard ing  a  po sa ib le  a t ta c k  on th e  MAISKXIC, 

Sharp says he has Ju s t a rr iv e d  a t  th e  CHiCPAC Ccaramid Center and tlm t the 

njcBsages are  in .  Ttey discxiss the  " k i l l ” c a p a b ility  o f  the  MABDOX and the  

imSNER JOY* McHamara i s  j » r t i c u la r ly  in te re s te d  in  assu ring  th a t  the  

d estro y ers  have whatever they  ne«d in  th e  way o f  a i r  support* Mdfffiaara 

a lso  in d ic a te s  th a t  a  nasd ification  o f th e  ru le s  o f  en^fcgeaent i s  being 

sen t to  Sharp. (See IO133 entoy below .)

lQt33 AMt A message, perscxm lly sifijned by Mdiamara, i s  sen t from the  

JCS to  CH7CPAC fo r  th e  d estrt^e ri^ .

the  r u le s ,  th e  c lo s e s t  apprc»ch to  the  North Vietnam c o a s tlin e  fo r  the 

d es tro y er p a tro l  i s  11 n a u tic a l  m ile s , and in  th e  event o f  a  l » s t i l e  at1»ck , 

a i r c r a f t  only are  authctrized to  pursue and a tta c k  the  h o s ti le  fo rces  \ip 

to  th e  th re a  m ile l im i t  o f  th e  North VietnaioBse coastlii^^i* Tbe message 

a lso  d ire c ts  th a t  the  COITSTEZIATION be moved in to  the  a rea  o f f  South 

Vietnam, w ith  th e  exact lo c a tio n  a t  the  d is c re tio n  o f  the  ccaaaander,

(Notes The CCKSTEHATK^ was ordered to  s l i p  q u ie tly  ou t o f  Hong Kong on 

August 2nd, 1964,)

lOt^g AMt (o r 10sJ+2 PM, August 4 , Saigon Time) — Hie d estro y ers  

re p o rt th a t  they  have evaded a d d itio n a l torpedoes and have sunk another
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O f th e  a tta c k in g  c r a f t ,  Otber p ro te c tiv e  a i r c r a f t  have a rriv e d  overhead, 

bu t w eather and darkness are  h a n ^ r in g  th e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  (NtCX: rece iv es  

th i s  message a t  11^37 M .)

10>52 AM» < « r% i5 2  m ,  Aiagust k , Saigon Time) — Bie m m m  re p o rts  

th a t  th e  d es tro y ers  a re  s t i l l  under a ttad s*  (HMKK:; x>e@elw6 ^ i l s  atessage 

a t  12i2Jif IM.)

10153 AMI McHaiaara c a l l s  the  P re s id en t.

10159 AM: Sharp c a l ls  Burchinal in  McNamara*s o f f ic e ,  and a  d is 

cussion  o f p o ss ib le  ta rg e ts  fo r  a  r e ta l ia to r y  s tr ik e  ensues* Sharp 

suggests HON NE, HON ME, BE33 m JX , and < ^ G  KKE. B urchinal in d ic a te s  

th a t  a  nunlser o f op tions alcMig th ese  l in e s  are  being considered* Sharp 

says th a t  a  s t r ik e  could be c a rr ie d  out on ";ytH]r say so**, s ^ t e s  th a t  an 

armed reconnaissance along th« North V ietnanese co ast wcnild be advantageous, 

and p o in ts  ou t th a t  th e  CCKSZEIIA7ICN, about 3 ;^  m iles frocn t l »  d e s t r c ^ r s ,  

i s  ccBjing in  to  provide support* Thei^ i s  a lso  t a lk  o f  prov id ing  th e  

c a r r ie r s  w ith  a  mining ci® )ability , which McMaasara considers l i ^ r t a n t .

Sharp says ^ la t  i t  might tatee about ^  hours to  achie e the c a |« b i l l ty ,  

the  problem being to  g e t the  mines aboard the  c a rr ie rs*  He a lso  re p o rts  

th a t  he has a message in d ic a tin g  th a t  th e  d es tro y ers  are under continuous 

torpedo a t ta c k s .  (Notei Since a c tu a l  word o f  t h i s  s i tu a t io n  had not y e t 

reached W ashingtai, Sharp i s  f i l l i n g  in  McNamara on th e  d e t a i l s . )

11>06 AM: McNamara c a l l s  the President*

8
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lX tl8 AM; Sharp c a l l s  B urchlnal and provides him w ith  the  l a t e s t  

s ltxu itlon  re p o rt on th e  a t ta c k . According to  Sharp, the  d estro y ers  were 

exclMtfiging f i r e  w ith  th e  p a t ro l  boats  and the  MAI®OX had dodged a t  le a s t  

f iv e  to rpedoes. Sharp then miggests th a t  th e  WC CHOU es tu a ry  be added 

to  any l i s t  o f ta rg e ts  since he now has In fo raa tio n  i t  i s  being xised as 

a  h id in g  p lace  fo r  th e  FT boats* Whan Sharp again  loentions the  d e s i r a b i l i ty  

o f  an armed reccm naissance along the  coast 11ns, B urchlnal oakes i t  

a b so lu te ly  c le a r  th a t  McNwnara i s  se rio u s ly  considering  severer a c tio n .

He t e l l s  Sharp th a t  Becretaxy o f  S ta te  Rusk ia  on h is  way to  the 

Pentagcm, and th a t  a e a tln g s  w i l l  be held l a t e r  a t  the  White House*

Again, Sharp r e i te r a t e s  th a t  i t  w i l l  take  about U8 hours to  a t t a in  a 

mining cap ab ility *

11130 m t (11*30 m ,  August U, Saigon Time) — The COKSTEHATICli 

recaivBS a  parallminary a le r t in g  message s ta t in g  th a t  ta r  p lanning pur

poses " th e re  i s  a  s trong  p o s a ib l l i ty  you w i l l  be d ire c ted  on sh o rt n o tice  

to  la y  on armed reconnaissance a t  sea a g a in s t Stwtows or r e p r i s a l  a tta c k  

a g a in s t Swatow bases such as QUANG IQS, BBH IHUY o r PHIX: ZiOX.** At th i s  

tiffle, th e  CCNSTBLIATIGN la  heading in  a  south southwest d ire c tio n  to  

Jo in  th e  TZCONQEROGA.

# * « •
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H ;2 0  AM .  12t30 PM 

JCS MEET

BUHDY AND HUSK ARRIVE AT FEaTEAGOH 

THE OPnCRS ABE DEVELOFED

1X»2Q AMt At McNaniara’B c iO l, JCS me#t in  McNamara’ s d in ing  rcxan w ith  

Vance and McNamara, P resen t a re  A cting Chairman LeMay, Admiral McDonald, 

General Johnson, GeneraJL CSreene, Cteneral Goodpaater, B urchinal, Muatin and 

a s s i s ta n ts .  McNaitara infonos JCS be has c a lle d  the  F resid an t and th a t  he 

i s  in te re s te d  in  a  qiiick c a p a b il i ty  to  respond.

1X>38 AM: Rusk ausd Gre*ne (Deputy A ss is ta n t S ecre tary  o f  S ta te , Far 

E astern  A ffa ir s )  a r r iv e  a t  JCS m eltin g . At McNamara’s d ire c t io n , Burchinal 

b r ie f s  Busk*

11:40 AM: P re s id e n tia l  A ss is ta n t Bundy a r r iv e s  a t  JCS m eeting, 

McNasnra b r ie f s  Bundy* McNamra inform s group th a t  he has issued  o rders 

to  have ittines moved from Subic Bay in to  Da Nang* There i s  a  d iscu ss io n  o f 

r e ta l ia to r y  measures* McNanoira and Bundy d iscu ss  a  sharp lim ited  blow 

such as a i r  s tr ik e s  as opposed to  th e  continuing  presid e  o f  mining th e

McNamara four c^ticaiBNorth Vietnamese coast* During discuasicai

fo r  th e  shaiT lim ite d  blow and one op tion  fo r  th e  continuous p re ssu re .
\

The four c a tio n s  fo r  the  sharp lim ited  b lov  a re t

1 . A ir s t r ik e s  a g a in s t PT boats and th e i r  b ases. 

2* A ir s t r ik e s  a ^ d n s t  petro le\aa in s ta U ja tio n s .

L
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3. A ir s t r ik e s  on b rid g e s .

M r s tr l l te s  on p re s tig e  t f c r ^ t s ,  such fts a i r  f i e ld s .

The c5>tion fo r  ccmtirxuing pressvure a g a in s t th e  North Vietnamese i s  to  

mine th e i r  c o a s t l in e ^  McNaoara t e l l s  LaNay th a t  th e  JC8 should vorls. 

recontaendations fo r  inMBdiate a c tio n , then recoBonjended a c tio n s  fo r  gJ+,

1*8 and 6o hours ahead, inc lu d in g  sp e c ia l ei5>hasis on relnforcraoents, such 

as th e  movwaent "»f B«57s in to  South Vietnam a i^  fig h fce r-in te rcep to rs  in to  

the  Ih ilip p ln e s*

12 ; OU JMi NcHaznara, IRusk, Bundy, Gre«ne and Vance move to  McNaznara*a 

o f f ic e ,  v ^ l e  Chiefs continue me#ting in  McKa]oara*8 d in ing  room. At th i s  

m eeting the  op tions are  g en era lly  re fin e d  to  th re « i

1* Sharp lim ited  s tr ik e s  a g a in s t such ta rg e ts  as fT b o a ts ,

FE b ases, od l duaps, etc*

2 . Continuing p re ssu re , i . e . ,  atining th e  V ietnan coast*

3 . A coofijlnation o f  b o th .

12;20 fM: McNamara, Rusk, Bundy and G r^n e  (tepart fo r  White House,

Vance goes in to  McNamara’s d in ing  room to  ask  JCS i f  i t  would make any

d iffe ren ce  vbether the  r e ta l ia to r y  s tr ik e s  were ccxiducted a t  f i r s t  lig h t*
i

JCS t e l l  Vance th a t^ gaak an a tta c k  would make no d iffe ren ce  from a ^ ^ • 

m il i ta ry  s tandpo in t b u t th a t  fewer pec^e^^aA^b^ be t t e c a ,

12i25 fMt Vance d ep arts  fca: the  White House. JCS contim je m eeting /  

u n t i l  l*i»9 iW. During th e i r  m eeting, a t  JCS d ire c t io n , B urchinal c a l l s  

McNamara a t  White House to  recoossend the  sharp lim ite d  response o p tio n .

« * # «
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*  #  *  *

12t »̂0 ■ 3 tOO m  

Bmo»L ^eoRiTr coaaciL mbiedig 
mscH WI1H THE HusaoaaaiT 

A rttgulsrly s<dMdxiled Natl«aal S*cairity Mteting omrteriiig on the 

Cyprus iltufttiaii Is  in  progxvsa M dtatr*, Euak, aad Buodt;̂  azrlTe
y

a t th« Houm. ^̂ EiHDSTft bxl«fs the pttrtioipaists, Inelteaii^ ttw

FrM ldm t, on Vnm wSJMSbljt d sta ils  of the »tt«dk: on th t Btu^

lndl<Mikt«s th&t he, MdSaiaKm, mad tlw JCS «p« dffWl/oplBg m M t of options,

Inxt that they are vtoft eaffleisntly re itlx m d  for pareseotatlon at that tiaa.

At a  I ta id i, b i^pn about I t  and andid about 2 t||K> Bf» 

foU ow iag th e  BSC n s a tin g , th e  tjrpes a t  raspcnae aaad ttM t a a ^ t s  aura key 

to p ia s .  RtuA:, ^!^{■B)■ra, MeCona, BundSy, and Ymott a ra  if ith  th e  F ra s id en t.

Tha Fraaldattt agrees th a t a  f tm i s id f t ra ta lia to sy  storllca oust ha eaarriad 

ou t, liara , a  {^neral ooBsensus la  fonaed on ^  a;pproaah fin a lly  takaat in  

tha JCS m ssage to  CUTCEAC, dervalopad la te r  t l» t  aftam oon, otrdaxlng the 

stru ses in to  exeeution. Ihe FT boats Located a t bases PGBT UALLUT, HOB QAX, 

m x  LOI and QTJAIK} KHE and LOC CHAO astaory and the 0(U depot VISR. (Saa tha 

5:19 Bi en try belov .) The mining options M m tll a« an atta«lc on WlPESMi 

are re jao ted . iSte Prasidant airiu hov long i t  vould take to  exeeute the
« V
s tr ik e . MeNanara a s tio a ta s  f)rea th e j^ r ii» J b e ._ to s re e id ^  th a t a  s tr ik e  

oould ba ISMBUthad a t AH fM A. t i m } ^  7tOO HI WajiOiiiigton

W m jT "Om  Prasidant MeKaiaara %  e a ll the Q ilefs to  oonflxra t3ia tin e , 

btzt MeKaoaxtk says he'TTLLl cbadc i t  out on h is  re tu rn  to  the Fentagon.

1 / ' kessuri^, B all, TaXt^, 'l>i!llionV
Howan, Iteady, VaXoati, Clifton,Y&dto, and Konsr.

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



•  «  »  #

J2t22  IM. SbsKxp calla &ardiiji&X and givts Mn tha la ta s t s ltm tian  

rtpo rt on tbe toxpado flrlag* *t the dMtrcQr«». BstiafttM «vt -yast 3 

6 IT Bo«t« ax« vagBfftd, v lth  two r«poirt«d suok, ao mam^ mix&emtt am 

ported la  tsh* nxm ., aad a iro n f t f ta s th* COMEnSEbUOXOr am  oa c tetiaa 

cfvmr the dMtxegmw. Sbwrp Mks thvt th* d—t royT> b« glvis pvrntMiaB 

to  pursut IT Baste to  tb» H a lt, aad six'^sraft ba pm dtted

to  angitsa la hot pianralt o fv r lo rtli Tia^omaM t«ncitox3r. BuEPdiiBBa. aftrlMMi 

bin th a t tha m. w  of angwgaMawt «a?a ooaaidMad ligr VkSfmeen, m A  tba 

JOB, BurcMaal aAvlaaa 8h«rp to  dig iKik taz8«t M tarla l m HOC Z£S«

<iauo KSB, aad tlw tSBL oil. ofaq̂ Unc.

12:32 a t. (Ui3S ANfialcoo tl« a , Ausuat ^  d aa tro im  xvport

that a t laaat t«o anangr osvft banm Imnkq aiaalc, tiHKt loir cid.liasa oMEUaua 

to  hMpar Him m lrcxm it opnmttomi. (ACC z«oalTaa tMa gapoyt «iboii6 3^ 8 

boura la ta r .)

12t54 m . AM Baiooa tla a , Ai«uat 9tb) •« Za addition to  tha

torpado ottaak, tba TOB8KR JOT rapoarte th a t during tha aagagaamt sba vaa 

flrad  upcn ^  au^toaatle wa^poaa iftdla baiag lU talsatad lagr aaamMlghta. 

(IBCC raealTaa th ia  rq^oart about to  2 houra la ta r .)

12i97 a i« ( I2 i^ AN Saigon tim , Auguat 5th) •* CXIdAei aaada aaaaaga 

to  JOS reccaawndlng that authoritar ba graatad to  cooduct pualtlTa V, B, a ir  

atrikaa aa aoQO aa poaalbla agadaat HES HOI W t, QOMBRSXBB, aad IOC 

CBAO, (MOC z«oaiTaa th la  aaaaaga a t IK*)

13
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•» Bbmep <mUM BarcMiial and iwpor1» two ^  a im am tt 

I m n  hm m  sltfitod flying out of HAlMir m ftur •ofu«h m OH XUR2. fliwxp 

Mgrs th»t v» oMDOb afAnra to p » m t boitll*  alroraft to  fly  tr m r  m n im n , 

ebm xif th n  qpjotM pvopoMd — on rulM of tnmcMMnt for alvexaft 

vhlch nmOd srvnt aukhorltQr to  doolaxv hostile aad «asii0* «BOr Kosrth 

Vtoteeeeee/OhlOoB dratm ft i«xnm •otlons «hoir vithla •  "xvMcnid^ 

ooxtaixtgrt t te t  mx tM m d k  m  U.S. Voareos is  iatonflloA. Buarddml «cmm 

tliKt tho nesM0t iM Ld te  MKt i f  aoodod ftar tte  Mourlty of CTOOMC 

fi»r(M0,,wlU B0to ooMMBto tlw JOB wA tolXt Bbtaq? tin t a

■Mtiag is  aov 9oi]« oa «t th i Wfaito Eoum.

X>Q3 Hi. — Wilt* Bam m  Sitiaetiott Boos mOIs Pnstagoii Cc— ad 

OMt«r and m trim m  t te t  Ite  >30 aootlwg hm» ^ t  teolom 19. U aO lum xtk, 

U eO o m , Itoak, BoaAar̂  oaA Voboo hm m  aov gem to  Iwudi vith tlM nrMidatit. 

9ituKki«B Aoob m ats to bo otani Hiat tho Ictost vtpcnrtt ftnai tbo 

doatnqfam «ro fMrwazdad a t oaoo*

X:a>» HI. «— Ndtaaun, otilX a t Iflsito Hoiaoo, oaULs Buxtiilaal a t 

Bntagoa. BurolilBal toUa bia tb a A  B bm rp had «apoartod tho pamMooo of 

hoatila airozmft (lorctabljr XI* a6*a) flyiag out of BAUMI aad m »  ism x la g  

a "to anffwa" orter i f  tha sooioritsr e f h it Axrooa vaa thraatanad ligr tranqr 

a ir  (aaa tha XtOl IM aatxy ahova). MoBteaza ia ia tia taa t that fhatar 

aitvatioa raporta ba oMaiaad firaa iOm HUDOX aad aaka that Saaxv tsy  to 

ooataet tho daatragrar bgr radio. BurdiiaaX aftviaoa that tha JCS had boaa 

cooaidariag 3 eouraaa of aotioa, aadi preepraaeively hi|tf*ar ia  ita  lavaX 

of iatanaitjr, and raooaaandad tha aMoad uoaaijuaaly. Ada eoaaiatad a t

%
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( l i 30 m  Bm Usm  tS im , August 5«») -•  Tbm dMtxQQpvn 

awport tb st th« attacddng omft bad ê p̂ ar«xit3̂  \m sim a. off «bw 

weaejeieB*. ftw KWZDGK mA TUfSXR J05T mm Uxw9t«d to  VMnaw 

patrol la  tiM OuXf ocf Tcetidla a t OiQrligjbt cn tte  5th of Auguvt. (HMOC 

mo«tTM Hkdm »mm0b aSxAib l |  to t  houra Istm )

1>59 ShKTp <*Hs BmreshjUwil md Mgrs tiuib bt oM»et
ooBtact idiliMi iqr 'volot ndio, t«ll8 }£bi tli&t b« hM m o A  » oMwigs 

mquMtiae t te t  fituKtioB x«port« b« cagpaditad. £lmxp Mora th«6 tii« 

last iMssa^ froat tlw alilp* z«porte that fsewk voatluir tm  afSPMtiî t 

xadar perfoaa—aea, wltb noagr oontacts and toxp«do rtraa doiditAil. Sharp 

Mgr* that tbc MOSXaC itaa lf haa ŵpcMPtad w» iri«tal siĉ btliigB« and ovwf- 

anxlotw MDKBant aajr bow aooountad f a r  vhat arronaoualy tbofm^t 

to 1M t(anp«do«i.

r ^ )

2 i06 l i t« ^  Skm vp advlMM BtierdbdLaal that th t la tast altuatlcai 

ytport  laftlaacfemi that 1to«« IV boiita bav* baaa madĉ  and tbat tba 

wMKttaKr i»  datarloaniKtliig and Iw^ttring a lra n it  aparatiocui. Sbnxp 

•jqpapMMs tba < m  thvt tbaz« 1« ao dendst tliat a toapcdo attadc did 

o ca v a t, buit adds that moQr o t  tba xvportad tospcdo attaoka aay tasva baaa 

du» to  laaoouraba aonar x«port«. ''IftMRMrrnr thiQr e*t kigred on a 

thing Hka th la, «v«egrthla8 tfaagr hMur «n -tiM sonar la a tozsado,**

Mam Shaxp*
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* » « ■»

*00 IM -  5s15 h i
I F  , _

BHE STfcidS kXilEdu'tlE MjESSAGS IS mAFTED
1 /

At tlM PmtAgon, th« Joint CMefa b«gln tlitir aMrting at 3tOO fM* 

MctfittBMtr* and V m net •rriv* «t 5t06 m «od InAnn cailefs that thm  

Pr«rtLd«nt wmnta tb» ctrDnt to take plftM at 7iOO IWWashington tlm», and 

at tht following targatat FT boats and baaaa at KHE, FHOC l/H l,

FORT WiUXUT» HOH GAY and U)C CHAD, and tha oU eoe^Oax a t VH3H. Thm JCS 

agra* with th la  proposal. At FM, t̂ my vatum to tha JC  ̂ loaatlng 

and indloata that tha tlm  of t^a ttr l lu  la  la^Mxrtant, for t̂ iuRra w ill ba no
n

announeaBtant \m til tba atrlka gata imdnr way. MoNanara ravlava th9 atrlka 

maaaaga whiah oerlglnally  raada "By 0700 local ti»a 9 Auguat or aa aoon 

tharaaftar aa waatdwr panslta aonduet attack" and ehangaa i t  to  ”By CfTOO 

loaal 5 Auguat eondvMt a {»»>tlBia aaartatm affo rt attack .” 03ia waathar 

portloo la  placad In anothar part of tha maaaaga, and a^ taa  timt ”l f  

waathar praeltulaa aaatlng tha alxiva tlaa  of attack, proeaad aoonaat, and 

notify JCB ASAP". (I3ia nia;}or part of tha meaaaga la  quotad in  tha $il9 FM 

antry baloir baaad on a deelalon mada In tha aarllar aomlng M ating with tha 

Chlafa. Alao during Idiia aaatlng, tha dapldynant ralnforeaaaanta to tha 

araa la  eonaiderad ta ilin g  proc^ of our daaira to  aaealata i t  va had to . 

Ihaaa ara dividad into thraa eatagorlaa. In tha F irst aatag^sry ara tho»a 

foreaa ordarad daployad aa aoon aa poaalbla. Thay conalat of tha la t CVS

3y/ ThrouiÊ iout iha aiKamoon, f̂tuMiar, taMi ,̂ Mebonald, JohnaonV GrwiS^ 
E\trahinal, JacdLaon, Carpwitar, Palaar, Buaa, Manhart, Goô f̂««tar,
Fovbaa, Bottcggoly, FlliAlngar, Muatin and CanroU aara praaant a t 
rarioua Intarvala.

L
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Grô q? (th« U ^irtroy»rs» m S . 3 4Mtro!y«r •teortg) Kbi«h would

1>« ao>y«d from Japan to the South China SM} a MHrint Spaelal Tj«ndlng Fore* 

(1600 a»n, 2̂  h«U<^t4Rni, the V alley  Forge laid iruĵ porting craft) to be 

mored t v m  8ublo Bay to the vlelnity of Da Neagi 9th Marine ExpedltioBary 

Brigade, eoneietlng of 6500 naen to be Biovcd from Okinawa to the South China 

Sea} F-101 Reo<»mat8aan<» Ta^ Foree to l»i sKrved ftran Shav AFB to KadWM 

and a  CVA Taak Q ro v ^ , eoiudating of R«agi«F and k  destroyere to be noved 

tra m  the 1st Fleet to

Ihe Seeoiad eategory eonaiata of thoae foreee alerted for deplfiVMnt 

Inmediateiy vcpoa the read p t of p o litiea l clMuemaem, l3ii« w ill be eonpriaed 

of 2 B»57' aquadrona, to  be aoved fron Clark iUfB to Sou^ Vietnam) 1 f>105 

aquadron to  be aoved ftrom Yokota to KOrat} 1 F»100 aqoadron to be noved ttcn. 

Claik A7B to TaJthU} 12 ?»lQ2*a to  be MOired f M  daric AFB to  South Viethamf 

8 KC«135*t to be noved ttm . SAC to  Clark AFB} 2 F-100 a({uadroni from STRA0CH4 

to  darii} 1 F 109 aquadroQ fron STBXOOM to  Yokota} aM 1 Reoonnaiaaanoe 

Taak Faroe (6 KF 101*•) tr«m MiaaM«/Kadena to  Southeaat A«ia.

Ibe Third eategory oaoaiata of thoae foroea alerted fen* poaaible 

deplcyiBent to Southeaat Aaia. 'Iheae are the 173rd Aixbome Brigade* 

a Forward Floating Depot, a Marine Air Groizp, and an Axb^  Brii^ula.

3»30 FMt Muatia o f J o is t StalT o a lla  Stuurp and te l l s  him to  be

00 the a le r t ainee a  a trlk e  exeoute meaaage ia  being prepared and would be 

trenam itted aa aoon aa releaaed.

3»^ . .  Muatln ealla Gmeral Ehaith, D«qputy Direetor for Op«ratioiui, 

Joint Staff and infoana hia that the JCS are in aeaaion, that a atrike «ca«ute 

aeaaage ia now being t^ped and Sharp knowa i t  ia ^caajMa. Muatin aaka ^ t  a 

tranaaiaaion line be kept open.

V

X
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4»05 m* iWn0 5 m, h, cnO K S ^  M m )  •H. licdlMMatt

th t latM tt •ituK tloe rmpeirt vltai Sbuep msA xmqMBta Hbmt dtflnilM cma* 

flza«tian !>• cftttalatd fr c m  tbm  r i m t  OammaiSitv of «h« stteeki m tia* 

dMtroQrtM* Mctawft a o ^  1iba% tb» tlxn iM iimm  boon noor fMii tlM 

s<dMidal«d «aKRxU.oa and dlMolw that pawpMwfeicjsui î rooMd tai* vteileM*

k t J h  m *  Jm , 9^ »  Sgdtsoa ttiwi W i i k  M t, A n g m t k iS i,

came tsm) »» cxmmme êmmd*§m « m r t  m iuK W i t o  cfxssmmmM

«M T i a m m m k «a&<mSB2m o i to b* v n g ta n &  to atniM tu 9 »t«
«t TtOOBf ( TtOOiM ttnoy* V m  ftwl#ari*eft taavHw m m tfao fff
t e t  i)MM « t  QUiun Ksi^ a n  SBisr, mm m  xmuaA  aaa eo io m  m g^m xy,

BOH017 rad I0B7 HmOF; mqt tdnHifloa »xr«h VHrtnmi—  f5 Boa/ta looatod 

c t Mai aad tftw TOB patool̂ OB stonNie Ttm Is ttn r ts  XalioSM tb i

nunibMr cnt tmnvt vrlovltgr* Qm mmm0» InaioatM i t noiOd 1» 

”dMixiai3«'* that a l l toawtta bo «tru£& al«*ltMW*tielgr, bift aM» tiMct 

autboarltgr 1« gmstad to  xvcgrslo aivondPt aa noMoaaxar to  alorlloa Hk» two 

aoutbexB tai^ata (oeOIQ Iffi aoA BBi iA ^  m •aoemd lauadbi i f  tlio

Foorooa on tha XZOCaaraOQA aaft GaBramWGB am laado^pjKto. I t  ooo-

aludaa tgr apoolQriag Idbat ttaia la o propaxvtcny ocdar, aaA amawailng 

ahonM act bo aoooaiplliftiod %util an oaaouto oaite la vaool'vad. (fX(X)R- 

XBSOCyi zoootvaa taiia waaaaga a t IN)

In35 » . (2»i39 jm, Aivwt Salifeai tlM ; 10f39 M (SOKMC tiao) — 

CHCFM31 taMBMBdta an qgfteial alavt mmnm̂ o to  CXOOSMSSm to vempaxm to  

omouto a ir  ataHcaa a t TtOO IM (TiOO Ml loaal tina), afainat ( l)  KBT

v m m ,  (2 ) a » m s  (vnB)« (3 ) m oast, { k )  o m m s m ,  ma& { $ )  s m  < m Q ,
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« . ( W t k o  M t CZNCMC t i s m )  -* m m ep  eaUi BurtMml asa i t  

tHftoaMifl that iStm  JB8 strUa* uotautNi aMsaee is  la the Mafiawura offio«

to  flo, \kA th a t th « «  la aU U  a a U i^  denm t^Mthar tte  daatyoywa 

v«ra In fac t attaetod. aiAxp v lU  te  aara te fia ita  isxteaemUm 

trm MeoAml tiacm* Burd^Laaa aalu I3iazp vl»plliar 13»a lamoli ocmM 

ba aoooiiyllahaft a* TtOO IK. Sfaavp raqpoafla * it tilXl

but **I «ilak ao.* Ba ad ^ , hmmme, Hhat im t m  im ll to

v a lt aa boor o» ao, i f  ym hatva %o, to ba oartaain mu attedc liad oeeurrad. 

flBaurp than auggMta i t  niflbt ba m atuuuy to  z«eap«la acaa of tha aistaraft 

fa r a aooood atrilea aealnat TUffi and Btsr^niaal aiqra "tbia w ill ba a l l

^  aaodtod* Shax]̂  m t l n ^  that abcmt fO aSjmmfU la aU  viU. ba 

ImnolTsd la  tbm ataikaa.

m « (:u )t^ m CEXHCMC tla a ) •* ISm XB strDoi ajOKmta MHwa«a 

to  C a m c  ia  troaod ttad  tgr dlvaet ««• !MOC to  ttia CIHCMC

rrawinfl Oantar, (GDR3MC zooalvaa tMa ntMafla a t . )

<»IS5 a t. (%)?;$ AxtpMtt Salmon tiao) — T W m m m  tm m i'm m  

tb m  CXaOBft69Rff al40t ■aaaaflo dimetlBg eCMBJRVRSBTSr to ba paropaxad at 

TiOO m to  strilBa 9f Boa«w a t dMlgBataa looatioea. !Zha XEOGIBiascm 

ia alxvadar on aa alavt atatua aa m v n u lt of tha IT Boat attadtca oa ttaa 

daatvogpaza* Upon noaip t o f th is alaxt aaaaasa, ita pilot# aad Haapona 

POwaalaB Boavd ocm m aiM  to  pilaa fbr tlia atrUsaa. A aaaaaga ia alao sant 

ftram TKWHtKROOA to Xaval M r Station a t C\d>i Voiiit, ShilipipliMe (aoaa 

900 allaa aaiagr)̂  diraotlag aXX caadar to «o Aol and A-4 airoxaft to  ration
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to  tb i TIOCHICKOQA. ••  eooB «• pe«aib2«. T td »  Is m cm tu a a y  Tamommm lai* 

ocm>laMBxt of ttijnsvBfb on ths TXCGHCEBOOA hmm to  Iw KugMact«d Iqr 

adflltianal vtadJto alvoMft for tb t mylimm starito •ffbort* A maftMEr of 

iSm  B X rcam th  a n  TJO X tB B neak bud \m m  uMd pnrrlou*!^ fa s t fo a s m iM  

m tu M  (HudBM Tmb) m fta a ct*  onmr Lmm, and ooulA aot argpropelstely bo 

uMd f tr  ttw atsilai.

5 i0 0  m , -o OolMl ôwM of lOie Jolwfc Steff» in tiM JB8  eoalMieo 
xocai» ooUo law flMDC Mwlfle teik  «% Vmrtsocon (OananOnr BKtdmmgr) «ad 

digro ttaark tbo JOS w uia l i te  a fnroowt of tbo wMtttMr a m r  Kho toasvt 

0X00 St 7 t00 AH leoal tfaa*.
«  •  «  •

W  •  6iOO

CiM Of <ttM» loquHWWt pat«blMS Iftxrouijboali U rn aftaonaoon \nui » l«ok 

of oXmt «nfl oanviBclag lOiiOHliv U tm t ma tU ftm ak <m tfho OMtnarMrs had 1a  

flaet oeounrtd. At HI MdkMBm,: TftMo m A  tho JCB w ot to  wmftmt 

tbo ovldMiao. QMQr ociftliUdo ^ t  m  had takan pXaoo. Xa th is

z«0aapl flvo <tetom ara oonsldaradt

1. «10 m a m  m  «m UlwlaBftod i4iaa fiv td  OB tgr auUM tlo 

voapowi.

8 . Quo of titia doatrqyora cilMWMnrod oocdq^t li|^bta«

3. A RUlAa itaot « t tuo 0 ,8 , alron tft.

ti>, A WaxVtx Viotaaaawo amwRswewa* that two of i ts  boats m am  

"sacrtfload.“

5. Sbaa9*a dartegeadLeatlon that tliova vas tndoafl aa a t t a ^
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Xt iM h & n ia«t Buraliliial, «t VtaMO«r*a iSm k

ISmi TtOO m  d a r t lo i  t l a *  v i U  nsfc 1m m » t Im m m m  ^  oaanritani aat*

(9 a m U jc «  c8t ft t iJ M  mAbm SiOO IK  bta» 7 f<X} MiSmAx t ta w *  S W a a e u * , 

Yawsft, flSiA ISiMlcr I m m  U rn  5*93. IM f o r IAm Iflstt* Boum*

5tl9 m *  • <305 stsllDt m m r n m wtiwgi i« neto«ieelt*e6 fSMftt 

p g tm im s m  m  JOB 7720 to  C X m m o* £t st«tM  W TtOO HI n v  

loQtl «!a») m cMHtiai mxlawB efftort asMMi: «BKtMit tte ftlXoMijag 
tuvrta ilKMMte omfiiiaMs If BqkI» KBE MftZlSS (2«ts«r
<MBW«i1,l«(H l i f w  of iw ‘Umx')» aOB OQT, IBDC IiflS «bA 9MB KEOE«Bd a t 

xxx; m o .  fiM ■paoinaA tsqpito « •  MT«t TUK, «ft m i natA
A

T^onwlB—>nn agKlswb fV Boate Itaapoaft t te  f̂benMmOa Hadt. 3ha laaaaagw 

oaufciona tittt i f tfaa iwitlwrr g—wlwftaa w trfK tha lOiovv tiiaa odf atftMic, 

-ttMi (itrmmandmr im to  *j8rooaaJ  awawurt” aafl to  notify tfaa JOB «a aooa 

«• poeelMe.

V 4 .

5x23 a t. • • Bbmep o«M« BtmMael ant aigni Mwni l«  ao Aoulit 

as atta«ac obi tlia dwrtaiograra haft oamaamBL, faar ha baa lateroaptaft « Icortb 

T latnw aa waaaacn ataAlag t te t  two o f ita  f t Boata warn "aoovlfieaA.* 

SlMtxV U  mm m M jO U A v ith OH <9m avUhnMO, tfttfct v ltit aafwmX aM tttceal 

ragoart a firaai t te gffWKH JCS. Shaaq? tbaa aaotiflm ttiait Urn aAlndc v lU %a 

oaadm  > t dsOO Bf liMlldiigtaa tHw not j m m  atUJL « t 7*00 lit 

J o m l iOm» 9m xvaaott la  tSiat tha CXEKXAC aaaaoata mammg t m ad IKSKBLP 

tia a  (aalKcn t te i ) ,  nimtmm idm a a s im n  vava uSiootlae fm ^ <9aae«̂ tiLoB on 

'HKSiF" tta a  flTlag iStam an aectn Jsaat».

5<g9 Bt. •« U m tin oalls t9ia m O B  (OaiwraX Oattli) m A  iaOleatM iSait 

aona oaafOKtoB aodata otaor ISm tSsM la tha Ottlf of VonAda. Ba aaits Oalth
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to  g e t on th e  te le t jr j»  and s tra ig h te n  out th e  m a tte r . Smith, a t  5*33 B4, 

c a l l s  McCutcheon a t  CIHCPAC and asks fo r  a  breakdown o f the tim as between 

th e  caarriersj, Saigon^ and Washington* McCutoheon re p l ie s  th a t  when '^e 

lifeshington t i a e  i s  8 sCK) BC, th e  lo c a l  time fca* th e  c a r r ie r s  wcaild be 7 tW  AM 

th e  next m om ine, a 13~hour d i f f e r e n t i a l .  When the Washington time i s  7tOO Hi, 

th e  lo c a l  t in e  in  Saigon would be 7s (X> AM tdie neact ascsrning, a 12-hour d i f f e r 

e n t i a l .

5t39 IM« (1*39 m  cmCEAiC tim e) — Sharp c a l le  Burchlnal and says th a t  

the  in d io a tio m  are  th a t  launch tiiaa w i l l  be 0700 lo c a l  ( c a r r ie r  tim e) or 

6 :00 m  Washington t l a e ,

6 t l 0 B(« (6 tl0  AM, August 5 th , S&i@on t i a e )  rece iv es

a copy o f th e  JCS striioe execute message.

23

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



6 i l 5 m « 6:38  i n

HATIOMAL SECURITy COUNCIL MESTIMG 

6136 fM -  6tk5 m  

SOCIAL MEETIKG WI1H THE HffiSIDEMT

The N ational S ecu rity  C ouncil^/ i s  convened as McNasmra, Vance and 

Whe«ler a r r iv e  a t  tl:^ VMte House. MieKawara o u tlin e s  the  fo u r-p a rt p lan t

1 , The s tr ik e  ag a in s t th e  FT boat bases and th e  supporting 

in s t a l l a t io n s ,  b u t not a g a in s t Haiphong, because i t  i s  

too  f a r  north  and too close  to  Red China* — —

2» Sending reinfcsrcements to  th e  a re a , an expression  o f our 

w i l l  to  e sc a la te  am ed reconim issance along the

North Vietnamese co®.st«

3 . P re s id e n tia l  announcement o f these  a c tio n s .

^  4* A J o in t  Congressional He so lu tio n  in  st^pcsrt o f  these  a c tio n s .

There are  no o b jec tio n s  to  th e  fo u r-p a r t  p lan  and th e  P resid en t approves i t .

McNamara informs th e  P resid en t th a t  th e  p rev io u sly  estim ated  7*00 B l launch

tim e w i l l  not be met, bu t th a t  the  launch time i s  now e s tin a te d  to  be

dtCK) PK« McNamara then reccsasends th a t  no p u b lic  statem ent be re leased

u n t i l  9*00 PM, the  estim ated  time over ta rg e t  o f  th e  f i r s t  s t r ik e .

The NSC meeting breaks xip a t  6133* McNamara, £h:isk and Bundy meet

w ith  th e  P resid en t in  h is  o f f ic e ,  p r io r  to  th e  C ongressional leadersM p .

meeting wtiich s t a r t s  a t  Vance re tu rn s  to  Pentagon to  determ ine whatf\
re in fo rc^ n en ts  can be moved w ithout p o l i t i c a l  clearance from o th er co u n trie s  

and to  p u t in  motic«i th e  p o l i t i c a l  c ljjam ice  process where required*

^ " i^ e a e n t"  «!t' tiii's  m ^ ti^ 'g  'axe the ' I^esident", "spe'aker Mcbonnack, Sdcidone, 
C lin e , McNau^ton, Rusk, B a ll ,  W illiam ftindy, D illo n , Rowan, Reedy,
McG, Bundy, Jen k in s , M eters, V a len ti, Brcciley Etadth and C a te r.
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6;07 gM; (l2iOT H4 c m ^ c  Kine) — Slmrp c a l ls  B archinal and rep ea ts  

th a t  he I s  s a tls f ie f i  th a t  the  d e s ta rc^ rs  were a tta c k e d . % i L  has the  3CS 

s t r ik e  execute message • i to c h in a l  m ye  t ^ t  HcMassara, iKnf a t  White 

Hcruse, i s  a lso  s a t i s f ie d  th a t  th e  a tta c k s  on the  dtestrojrers have ociRared 

and had made the statem ent J tu t  a  shcart t tn e  ago th a t  the  ’'sbonv i s  now cm 

th e  I'oad*'* A fte r  agreeing  t l a t  sigj|apeesiTe f i r e  "was p a r t  o f  th e  @ mSf” 

Sharp then s ta te s  ■Umt tine p re ss  should not get the stcxry a t  7l̂ X> IM, 

B orchinal r e p l ie s  th a t  we w i l l  in su re  th a t  nothing g e ts  out u n t i l  "we know 

th a t  yoru*re o f f  t a r g e t . ” Sharp e s tla ia te s  th i s  to  he 9*00 fM, cma hour a f te r  

launch . B urchinal emphasises th a t  any announcement w iU  be delayed so th a t  

th e re  is  "no p o s a ib i l i ty  o f  anycme reading** the  s t r ik e .  Ttm n a t te r  o f  

deploying a d d itio n a l fc^^ces to  th e  th e a te r  i s  a lso  d iscu ssed .

« « * *

G ik5 m  - B tk 5 m

CCWGBESSICHAL IfiAISBSHIP MEETIHG

General Wheeler was one o f  those in  attendance a t  th e  lead ersh ip  

m eeting. In  h is  re c e n t testim ony befo re  the  House Armed S erv ices CcoBaittee, 

Wheeler s ta te d  th a t  the  P resid en t to ld  th e  Congressmen th a t  he would make 

a  p i^ l i c  announcement bu t l e f t  th e  time *'vip in  th e  a i r  because he d id  not
'JL

want to  make the  announcement to o  soon»” Wh^JUtr then  re c a lle d  th a t  the  

t ia in g  o f the  announcement may have a c tu a l ly  been s e t t le d  e i th e r  in  a 

prelim inary m eeting between McdtezoEira and the  P resid en t ^/around 6t33
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or a t  ih s  leiidersM p msmtlng i t s e l f .  In  any ©vent, Whe®ler sa id  th a t  the  

d ec is io n  was made th a t  a  stateiOEtnt could be x^leased "a t the tiste  the  a i r -  

c i» f t  took o f f  from csarrie rs , in  o t te r  words when th e  s t r ik e s  were en ro u te ."  

Chairman C arl Vinson sa id  he would v e r ify  th i s  becaase ”I  s a t  th e re  and I  

heard the  whole discxussion*" In  sh c^ t, Whe«ler ress^iidsered th a t  the  

P resid en t *̂ was going to  w ait im t i l  i t  was sa fe  to  m ke th e  announcem ent... 

i t  would no t be made ja*ior to  th e  launching o f  th e  a irc ra ft.* *  IfcKaiaara 

rameinibered th a t  th e  P resid en t sa id

« # «

6 i 56 m :  {6156 AM, August 5 , Saigon Time) — T!he CCMBffillATICK 

rece iv es  a  copy o f the  JCS s tr ik e  execute message.

7t22 IM: iltS Z  AM, August 5» Saigcai Time) — The TICOHBEROGA rece iv es  

th e  CZNCPACFLT execute message.

Xl20JM j (7130 AM, August 5, Saigon Time) — The CGBSTELEATICK 

rec e iv e s  th e  CHiCFAC message which passes th e  JCS s tr ik e  message w ith  

in s tru c tio n s  not to  execute u n t i l  d ire c te d . (Notei According to  M astin, 

the  ’’hold" n o tice  was p resx m b ly  praapted  by CHK!PAC*s desixre to  make 

ceirtain  th a t  the  second a t ta c k  on th e  MADDOK did  in  f a c t  oceur. Once 

th i s  was conflnaed th e  s t r ik e  execute message was I s s t^ d  (se« the  7}^0 PM 

e n try  below)*
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1^42JS$i (71^*9 AM, Auguist 5, Saigon Tims) — !The CCJKSmiMnCH 

receivBs i t s  ta r g e t  asa lg ra jen ts .

(7S50 AM, Atiaust 5, Saigon Tljas) The c m s m M T im  

rece iv es  th e  CUfCPAC s tr ik e  execute message.

7i59 M i General Wisman, JMX P a c if ic  Desk a t  Pentagcaa, c a l l s  the 

CZtrcPAC Duty O ffic e r , I* .  Colonel M ndsey, aad aeks fo r  th e  1»ke-off 

tim es, mmtoers amsd types o f  p lanes in  th e  c a a r ie r  s tr ik e *  Idodsey r e p l ie s  

th e re  i s  nothing y e t on the  s t r ik e s ,  altlKmgh th e re  i s  soras c c a i^ t a i r  

p a t ro l  a c t iv i ty  in  r e la t io n  to  the  e a r l i e r  a tta c k s  on the  destroyers*

8:05 B is W heeler, in  th e  Cabinet rocm a t  the  White House, c a l ls  

B urchinal a t  the  ]^ntagon and asks i f  anything i s  happening. B urchinal 

sayf th a t  he has a  c le a r  l in e  open, b u t no word has been received* Wheeler 

van ts to  koov eis so«n as the  word a r r iv e s  th a t  th e  aiz^:iraft have be«n 

launched.

8:39 fMi McNajnara, back frcm the  White House, i^iarp and asks

whether th e  c a r r ie r s  have launched th e i r  a i r c r a f t .  Sharp r e p l ie s  th a t  ha 

has rece ived  no word y e t ,  b u t t h i s  i s  probably because the  c a r r ie r s  w i l l  

p rovide a  coordinated  re p o rt  when the  launch i s  completed. McHamara,

. howBver, says t i » t  th e  launch i s  a lread y  adnutes a f t e r  th e  ordered 

t in e  o f  ta k e -o ff  and wants Shai^ to  c<»Jtact th e  c a r r ie r s  d i r e c t ly  by ra d io . 

McNamara s tre s s e s  th a t  be s u s t  g e t an im sediate s ta t^ n e n t since th e  

P re sid en t wants to  go on th e  a i r  and inform  th e  Anerican peop le . Ilh is, 

says McSfamara, i s  being held  back pending word o f  th e  launch, w ith  stco'e
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than  UO adnutes having a lread y  elapsed  beyond the  launch tliae given to  

th e  P re s id e n t. Sharp e s t i m t e s ,  altiw ugh he does no t have t t e  launch p la n , 

th a t  i t  would tak e  th e  a i r c r a f t  about an hour to  reach  the  t a r g e t .  McsHamara 

ask« Sharp to  f in d  out when they  a re  launching and the  t i a e  o f  th e  f i r a t  

f l ig h t s  over th e  t a r g e t s .

9:00 IMi (9100 AM, August 5 , Saigon Tixae) — Bie p ic tu re  o f  a i r  

s i tu a t io n  a t  t h i s  tiste  and th e r e a f te r  cm r e f le c te d  on Iforth V ietnaaese and 

QxLnese radar^ i s  described  a t  Appendix 1*

9>09 PMi ( 3 t 09 Bf, August U, 31ae} Sharp <»1Xb McHamra

a t  h is  o f f ic e  and says th a t  one c a r r ie r  (perhaps bo th ) would not be ab le  

to  launch fo r  another 50 Minutes (lOiOO JH Washington tiaoe). "In  o th er 

words, they  c o u ld n 't  make th e  time,*' re p o r ts  Sharp* Sharp esqplAlns th a t  

th e  ccn^resaion  o f  tim e and th e  conm m ications la g  a re  th e  reaso n s, and 

th in k s  th a t  th e  l a s t  estim ated  tim es over t a r g e t ,  w ith  a  lOtOO B( launch 

w i l l  be iU>out I2 i00  m idnight, Washington t i a e .  McMaiaara then asks what 

Sharp th in k s  about a P re s id e n tia l  statem ent issued  about th e  tim e of 

launch th a t  would say th i s i  "At t h i s  nooaent a i r  a c tio n  i s  now in  execu

t io n  a g a in s t gun boats and supporting f a c i l i t i e s  in  and near four p o r ts  

o f  North Vietnam which have be«n iised in  support o f  h o s t i le  o p e ra tio n s ,"  

Sharp th in k s  i t  would not be a  "good idea" because i t  w i l l  a l e r t  the  

eneasyp **Ro doubt about l t» "  Mdfamaira says th a t  th e  enemy would be 

a le r te d  as  soon as the a i r c n r f t  s t a r t  coning in to  th e  c o a s t. Shai^p says, 

"They won’t  know irtiere they*re going . Of course they  w i l l  be a le r te d
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as soon as they  g e t in  th e  a i r  because liainan i s  going to  p ick  them 

and so w il l  th e  o th er peqp le . But they  won*t know where they  are going.

I  wouldn’t  recosamsnd I t . ”

\  
9:22 fMi Sharp t e l l e  McNamara th a t  PT boats fpresumably those r e 

tu rn in g  from a tta c k  on th e  d es tro y e rs)  were tak ing  sanctuary  w ith in  the 

th re*-m ile  l im i t .  McHaa»ra reconBjends th a t  th e  a i r c r a f t  proce*d to  h i t  

designated  ta r g e ts ,  b u t au th o rizes  s tr ik in g  any boats s igh ted  on the  way 

in .  He say a , ”Get them o f f ,  th a t  i s  th e  m in  th in g .”

9;28 PM; (9 j 29 AM, August 5 , Saigon T iae) — The COKSTEUATICW 

sulanits i t s  s tr ik e  p lan  fo r  approval to  the  C a rr ie r  Task Force Ccaaaander.

9t30 ■« 10:^5 Hi; Sometime during th i s  period  McNamra c a l ls  Bundy ^  

and reccaonends d e le tio n  o f th a t  p a r t  o f  the  P re s id e n t’s statem ent dea ling  ,  

w ith  the  t a r g e t s .

IQ1O6 PM; A fte r tidying to  reach  Senator Goldwater fo r  sev e ra l hours, 

the P resid en t f in a l ly  g e ts  through and infcams him o f  th e  d ec is io n  to  

r e t a l i a t e .  Im ied ia te ly  a f te r  ta lk in g  to  tb s  P re s id e n t, Goldwater issu es  

a statem ent to  th e  w ire se rv ic e s  th a t  **I am sw e  th a t  every Aaaerican 

w i l l  subscribe to  th e  a c tio n  o u tlin ed  In  th e  P re s id e n t’s s ta te rasn t. I  

b e liev e  I t  i s  the  only th ln ^  he can do \mder the  c ircum stances.” IM s i s  

re le a se d  alm ost an hour before the  R residen t went before th e  na tion  to  

announce the  p u n itiv e  s t r ik e .
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lX)i26 IMi MeNaioMra ewlXs Sharp and «aks wh«th«r ^  alr«r«ft «r« 

la\meh«d y«t* Sharp Myt he hM no t t x m  T tovd, but 1« **stzf«" om eiurrlar 

(n^xmmOGA) "t« g s ^  to go, or h«  gone" »t lOiOO fM Waghiagtoa ttoi* 

Aoeordlxig to Sharp, hoifwvr, th* oth«r earriar ((X}31STE£l.A!dtOK) "it not 

going to laugtHh" one of ita  group# (tiM ilowvr propaUj»r drlvvtn A«a.
«lror*ft) untiX ItO O AMWaiAdngton Hat and ttoa othar (tht 4«t«) m til 

Z iy > AM, with « tiaa ovwr targat for both groupa aatlmtad around 3sl5 AM, 

*ppar«ntly baaauaa **iha la net ahia to gat in poaitim In tlna.** SOiKrp 

«Q>lalna thla lijr atating that tha (X>JPBB'rKTjlATIOW v«a otndng froa tha north 

and had to ^ t  Into poaitlon by acodng arousKi Hainan to atrlka bar aaaignad 

northam targata. Xn ordar to gat Into poaltlcn, had to uaa a good 

laany of har alroraft for rafualara. ShaziP rapaata that tha TXCCMaSROGA 

"iSiould hava gottan off a half hour ago tJLOtOO PM) but 'Sra harsn't haard y»t,**

MeNanara ta lla  Sharp to  naka "daa* aura ah«i got off” by gattlng In touch vlth
A

haae rX^^xt amgr. Aa to tha CXSlŜ nSLLAXZOlf, Mtftanara aaka how Xong I t  would 

taka I t t  a irttraft to  raaeh tha targat. Sharp rapllaa tha farthaat target 

w ill b« raadMd In about fiva houra fren now. MoNausara thm  ai^a that 

no announoanant him  ”la  going to  Inflwmee what thay thixdc about thoaft 

a lro raft eoadng in  ba>aauae you w ill alxaady hava lataMhad about a half
►

hour ago agalnat the othar targata.” Sharp agraoa "aa loog m  thay don*t 

'JcoQwwhat tba targats ara." MeNiiioax̂ atataa ^ t  " t  h a e v  eut tiSAt out 

of tha •tataaan t,’* and Sharp aaya "ttwra w ill atllX ba tha alaaiant of 

aurprlaa aa long aa you don't aay what fo m  ta rg a t^  ara.**
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I0i40 Bli — ( lO ikO AM, Aagunt Jth S»tgon tlaii) — COJSmiATION 

r*cov»ri th« ljuit group of A*I «lrez«it from ooeabat a ir  putroL ov«r th« 

d«atroywn.

lOt^S Bit -> (lOtU3 AM, Aagaat 9 ^  S«igaii tiaw} — HOĈlDiaROGA 

Ia u n ^ »  four A«1 Btrlkt •irttra ft vlth ln«tnicti<»ui to orbit ov«xtoMd.

' is  aMftSMoy «o th«t th* Mrrivr datt oould b« fr«i tcne thm  iJUfwiing 

of AJ» airerftft frcu (M>i Point th«n orbiting owrhMd and to p«noit 

aoordlnation of porap and j«t ttrlkiaa to «asur« « aianataaaoiui arrivml 

tiw  ov«r th« targat. Th* A-1 launching laarks tha beginning of tha 

«ttMk, and vitaiin tbt hour tbaae fbur A-I*« daptart for VXNH. (NMCSC 

raealvaa thia maaasa at m)

X0%  ̂ MeiOBnRrA oaOJUi SlMurp again, aoelcing oooflmation of

tfa« lAunah tinMit. Bhaarp aaya that ha h«i baan trying to  vuSx  i^a Ta4k 

Foraa tout **lt la  juat « q[uaation c t gattlag tiurough th la  e irau it and 

apparently tha «lr«uit la  a l i t t i a  Jaoaad.” Ha raporta that no wnd haa 

yat baan raoalvvd, and MaNaaara au^^aata ha radio in  tha el«ar, aalring tha 

TICQNlXItOGA I f  I t  did "Khat i t  aaid i t  vould do a t lOiOO.** MeNaiaara tta taa  

that tha PraaidKot wanta to  go on tha a ir  a t lXtX5, but ghflnOd not go on 

"\2nlaaa ha haa a oonflrDatioa of tha iauMh". jMWRamara th«i iNmta Sharp 

to aaeure haU-hovirly poat>«trika raporta, onoa tha launching oe«ura.

10tU8 iMi ^  Clifton at tha Whita Hoaaa oalla Ganaral Wlaotn, tha 

Daputy Diraator for Oparationa, J^Lnt staff and atataa that ii«v laundi

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



32

tiiaea fo r  th e  COKSTEUATIOH ha.v« bMBi r« M iv td  w h i^  «r« ttcm«ld»rfibly 

l a t« r  than th* TIOOIirffiJROGA**, th « t  th e  P r» tid * n t t s  ifiiootijag f e a r  m  

11:15 M  at»t«nw ntt ai»i atiut how ssueh would b« r«v«Rlt<l w m o va ^-

jmant. wlsnMs a ta ttta  th a t  Sb§rp t^grma w ith  a  Fr«aidanti& I amioureeanwnt 

xiov th a t  MoNaraara Ima raeooKiaadtd tlM dalatiem  o f  aptH dfie portiffloa S ta lin g  

w ith  th e  ta rg e ta .

lltO g  PMi Wlaraan e a l la  B u reh im l and n ^ o r ta  tha,t ii^th ing i a  

a irb o rn e  y « t ,  t l » t  th e  CXMtl'iSLIATlON I t  m t  in  p o a ltlo n , and th a t  aev era l 

more houra tfould be req u ired  to r  I t a  f i r s t  lam «jh. Ih«e>e l a  n m  th e  

p o a j t lb i l iV , Meoerdlng to  Wlcnan, th a t  tim  CCaSBTEUATXCfN l»»eauae o f  weather 

may have to  aorub I t a  o p era tio n . He reeognlaea t ^ a  wvsuld t i p  our band I f  

one fo roe  goea In ,  and th a t  th « re  ean be no aerubblng o f  th e  sdaalcaa 

tm t l l  th e  S ee re ta ry  o f  Defanae and th e  CSudrnan o f  th e  J o in t  C hlefa ax« 

f l r a t  n o t i f ie d .

njBjPM i •* {•bsHaaara e a l la  Shairpi and l a  to ld  " i t  l a  ju a t  th a t  I  

d o n 't  th in k  th a t  th « re  l a  may fu ea tlo n  th a t  th ey  have l a u s ^ d .  Xt l a  

ju a t  a  ({ueatlon a t  g e tt in g  th e  r e p o r t .” Mt^aaaara, w ith reg ard  to  th e  

weather oond ltlcna  and poaalb le  ean eeU a tlo n  o f  tifie CX)!fSXELZAriaK a tr lk e a ,  

a ta te a  th a t  "we m nnot a l t  h ere  a s  a  natl<m and l e t  th«& a tta c h  vm on 

h igh  seas and n o t do aosaethlng. % th in k  P r e a ld ^ t  hiui to  say we 

a re  gedng to  r e t a l i a t e / '  t ^ a s a r a  aidui i f  thez« l a  any reason  th e  l  

QCmiSLMSXCM oouUto;*t laAioath a^Mlnat tlMi southern  ta r g e ta « Inelxadlng ttui

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



33

o i l  d ipot.'*  Sharp r«»p<»da th a t  tb l«  i«  "•aow tly we would d o ,” 

a l th o u ^  he nMntiona th a t  tdie w«ath«r to  th«  south ! •  no t good and 

b«glnalnig to  d e te r io ra te .

3JU20_PMt Sharp o a lle  MeNaBtara and m v s  i t  i s  now eonflnaed.

"She ( ^ e  TICONEERO^ got h er plane* o f f  a t  QliJ ^ 0 |U 3

^O jli3  am Saig<m Time). Sharp in d i« a te«  th a t  i t  w i l l  talte  th e  a i r c r a f t  

N -  about an hour and f i f t y  ssixmtei to  *'MkCh th e iy  ta rg se ti. The a tta e k  w il l  

be in  two wavers, bo th  eehedxiled to  a r r iv e  a t  th e  eaiae tisMt.

l l i 2 7  — CotaaMuader Hwxaon o f  th e  HMCC l ^ l f i o  Derit a t  th e  Pwitag(»

------- n o t i f i e s  th e  White Hou«e S itu a tio n  Roeoi th a t  th e  TZCQNDEROGA launched i t s

f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  a t  10tU3 FH, w ith  an e s tio a te d  tim e over ta r g e t  a t  I t  10 AM.

U:39 tM i (Ui35 AM, August 5th Saigon time) — The COKBTEIXATiaN 

advises the Carrier Tadc Force Coonander of its  intended lauiudi positi(» 

for strikes with a siiaolteneous tixae over target at 3>^9 AM.

U;UO
Hgsumtf cKStea gffl AIR 

On the reoGBsaendatioQ of McNaaakra, Vax»e, and Wbsiler, the Frecident 

goes on the air and states!

"Bepeated aets of violenee against the anned forees of the United 

States mist be net not only with alert def«xM, but with positive r^^ly.

That reply is  Iseing given as I  speak to you. Air aetion is now in execution 

against gun boats and certain supporting fM ilities of Nor^ Vietnsa whiib 

have been usad in these hostile operations.”

« # » «•
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Tbm raooBsanvlation to go on the «lr i t  bMWd <m thtto oonj^derfttlonsi

1 , By U.S. N«v»i Airorftft had Tj««n in th» air <m  »h«iy way 

tin tiht *f“(rr*r appvanlBftt«ly ons hour#

2. Hnaol and HaliUBi tbxi?u^ tb tir ri^Uir, had 4h«nxi^iv«i 

IndiMtiooa of tha attaek»

, 3* ^  tiffl» mafctidJBg bvfevt t l »  ttlj?«raft arv ivnd m m e ta rg a ts

w u i d j ^ ^ p l ^ t  ttoi Hbrth V l® ti»iaiit to  wtwa t l » l r  laoata to  

•aa  x»r t o  a l a r t  lawdr fo« i»aa^

U. Zt was iifliKartant th a t  our eountry  2aam  o f  th a  mxmitr In  i^«aa 

th a i r  ^ 'w m n a n t waa raiponding to  th a  a tta a k a  on i t a  vaaiMtla 

from t h a i r  Praaid«itj» ra th « r  tim a trcm  Hanoi i i h l ^  'waa 4oqp«otad 

to  annou2]«a tlM a t t a ^  a t  any BK»Mmt.

5* ^imrt ^  vaa daaintbXa t ^ t  th a  Nmrth Vlatnajataa gorfimiaant 

and o th a ra  ba to ld  aa toon aa poaaib la  th a  X iiaitad, p u n ltlv a , 

«Aiarmotar o f  th a  attaok*

6* I t  wma im portant th a t  Idia North Viatnaznaaa and Chinaaa Coiamuaiata
VvA

knov th a t  ^ a  waa f i r a t  aad d a lib a ra ta  raaponia th a  U.8* 

Govnmaant to  an uiqprovoik^ aggraaitlvB a a t ,  and iK>t th a  a c t  o f  

a  lo e a l  aowaandar*

m 5 l  m t (U t9X am, Auguat ? th  Saigon t in a )  • •  Sharp «aU a 

W haaltr and tN y  dia«u«a th a  p o a t ib i l i t l a a  o f  a  raa trilca  aga in a t VINK| 

w it^  WhaaLir aaylng th a t  ha w i l l  diaeuaa i t  w ith  MeNasatra.
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PMt (u*5% m ,  A\igunt 5tli Saa.gOft U b») — a »  CSDIfSTmMTION 

r«09lv«s a m m am efi that TlOCSaSROGAb«A launehvd iX »  td r ta m t t at X O ik^  

with »oh«dul«d arriYal ov«r targtt at XilO AM.

WSDSBSDM 
A a g ^  5 , I 96U

12;00 Mt<taAf̂ ti(aoont Auguat ?th Saigon tlaa) •• Wba*i«r «aU«

Sharp to  dlM uM  vMQreXiictg o f  ttm  VSM  t t r l t e .  S h i ^  lD d i« a ta t th a t  

th a  raoyellttg jiMty only hav* to  b« o f f  tb»  TLOCSSOBROCik, b u t i«aatt th a  

addad f l a x lb i l l t y  o f  raeyoU ng v l th  Veth a a r r l a n .  "'Qja problm** aaya 

ffiiarp, " la  i t  tak aa  ao d i^ U in g  to  g a t th a  vord ou t to  tbm.** Sharp 

aXao taUUi Whaalar i ^ t  bo t^  o a r r i a r t  had baan aoodustliig a i r  opara tloos 

a l l  n le ^ t  bafoxv In  aupportlng th a  MADDOK, and aa a  r a a u l t  o f  th la  ao n tln u a l 

• a r la a  o f  launohlngt and landlnga tn d  g a ttln g  In to  p ropar p o a ltlo n . Tha 

e u m m t t t r l k a i  n«ra Xavawhad soBoawbat l a t a r  than o r lg la a U y  fo re c a s t .

Sharp Indleataa that tha (X)IIBTELLAriQN would hava to a c rvb  only tha 

BorthezmBOBt targat (Port Wallut) and taila baeauaa o t a ccBfî lnatlan of 

fk«tortt ttM targat*a dlatan<»» Ita doae proaasdty to China, and tha 

advaraa wiathar.

« » * *

12i0e AM » 12t30 AM 

MCNAMARA HOSSS CONWSRENCE 

Saoratary MoNaoara holda a praaa eoofaranea In idilah ha stataa that 

ta r n  of tha action 'liaa alraady t»3sm i pXaea*'. Ha goea on to add that **U.8. 

Naval aircraft from tha oarriars TXCXMSROGA and CONSmiAHON . . . hava 

alraady eonductad air itrikaa agalnat tha North Viatnaiaeta basas frm
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th«M  P t bofcti h«v« © ptrated. Our n*v«l a iro ira f t imvw aIbo eooduettd  

•trlltes agalnat e*rt«in oth«r tftrgtta have dlr*et2y »upport*d th«

op«ratlG n o f  th*  FT

ag»15 AMI (1«I15 B it AMgMt 5«1, Saigon Tia*) — S te  A-^*i and 

idx  «rtt lAmic(h«d from tim  T10(MSB&0Gk fl^ lztg  to  VINK ftt an »X titua«

of 25fOOO t m t .  Dm t«rg»t l i  SStO oKutiimX asll^a amy.

Xai3*» (I2 i3 ^  Aaoguat Saigon Ttsw) •* TlOiMMROGA Imrns&nM 

• ix  7 * 8 'i  whiaih d«rp(Krt fe e  QSJiNG XHE« f ly in g  a t  an aJltittida &t 25«000 f M t .  

T a r^ it l a  t!$0 n& utieal BdUUa «M y.

I f  >38 AM> WhMlar o a l la  fibarp and t a i l s  him th a t  ha baa dia«uaaad 

tb a  raoyala  w ith  MoNaaaara. Wh«al«r*g aajco* eomsarB i t  th a t  a ttao k a  

m iat no t ha "opan-andad" a f f td r a .  Tisx—  ru l» a  ava a a t f o r  th a  raaycXai 

T i r a t ,  up to  20 a i r a r f t f t  m y  ba \taad | aaeoaid, only ta r g a t  idLUL ha 

VINH} and th i r d ,  th a  a tta a k  A o u ld  ha  launehad ao l* t« r  th an  3iOO AM, 

Wairtiisgtoc t i a a .  Sbarp th in k a  th a t  th a  3iOO AM t i a a  i a  e u tt in g  i t  too  

a b o r t, v i th  e lo a a r  to  UiOO AM aa th a  mora r a a l i a t i e  hour* Sharp 

th a t  ha w i l l  do h ia  b a a t t o  aoDopraaa th a  tim a azid v i l l  rM y ala  aa 

gu iek ly  aa p o aa lb la . Whaalar in d ia a ta a  th a t  ha w i l l  paaa th ia  on to  

Mi^anara.

lgtU3 AMi Whaalar e a l l a  sauorp and t a l l a  him th a t  th a  UiOO AM raay a la  

t in a  i a  aoaap tah la  to  MeNamara, b u t Sharp now in d io a taa  launoh on th a  

raiQrola aoulA xiot bagin  w x til  7«6{00 AM. W iaalar aaya th ia  i a  to e  l a t a ,
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and th«y a r r lv a  a t  an agr««Q«at th a t  Sharp wouM lauodii lAiat h« 

eould \Q> to  UtOO AM (prssixaiably ^« ts  only) a&d would b aw  to  eeaae.

1>00 AM; (liOO B4, August 5 tb , Saigon Tija») — C0HS1EIIATI0N 

lamieh«B fo u r A - l 'a  lAiteii di^>art fo r  HOIf GAJf fl^sring a t  an aX tituda o f 

fra a  1 ,000 -  5,000 f e « t .  lOT GAY l a  3^0 am utioal a d l ta  away, COHSmiAEEON 

a lao  launohaa four A -l* i vihleh depart fo r  LOC (HAD, flyl33g a t  an a l t i tu d a  

of 1,000 - 5,000 f« e t .  LOC CHAO 1» 33Q m m tie a l ĵ I rs.

l » n  AMt ( I j U  m ,  Auguat 5 , S a i ^  TIbibj 7*11 Bl August k ,  CUfCBAC 

t lo a )  -*  CBOAC duty  ocfft^ ir c a l l s  l i t .  Col. Smith i n  M ^ a m ra 'a  offl^ea 

and aaya th a t  the a a tin a ta d  tim aa ov«r targat for th a  TXOODGQEROGA will 

ba l t l 5  AM for th a  firs t and 1:25 AH to r  th a  »roo»d. "Everything i s  cm 

trade," ha rapo3rts<

Itlg  AMt (lil5 PM, Auguat 5th, Sal©wa Tiiaa) — HCONDEROGA«a si*

F-8*s launahed a t  AH s t r ik e  QUARa mm witdi 20 m  s h i ^  and 5” 

ro d k a ta . *• r^ ’igh-t-- >»y ■'■■jiiTsa Th«ra i s  no AA f ira «  Sawn

b o a ts  ax^ s i ^ t a d ,  fo u r a ra  iw yaraly daaagad and ooa v o d c ra ta ly . Thtara 

a re  no U.S. I o s m s . (HMCG raea iv ad  t h i s  nsp<arti a t  AM,)

lig5 AMI (li25 IW, August 5th, Salgcm Tlias) — lEICCiraEROGA’s four 

A-l's launchad at lOî S m ,  six laam«had at ltU5 AM and si* ?-8»i

launehad at 1SH13 AM striks at tha VXNH « B3SN IHmr • m JG  lO l <$aapl/ex.

H m y raport nocarata AA fira. Overall, tha daftosa are naithar strong 

nor alert during this firs t attack. Of l^a six boats sie^tad, four are
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mod«rftt«ly dKakged tod two lightly diinagtd. Eig^t Pol tanks »nd two 

AA guss «r« dMtroyvd. Th«rt arm  no U.S. Xo«m«. Th« o r^m u m *  iumhI 

r«ng«a tram  1̂ 000 lb ,  bcobt to 9" Zwii rotiwta to  2.79 tm  roek*t». (SMCC 

rMoivtti th li louriage a t ______ M l, )

2i1j6 AMt ffiuurp mLUs M«NiaKrft*t offUo wid gtvti th« flm t atirikt 

report to Col. Moody. Ho ttfttot that VXHH has b«m tbo e d l

i natal U tten I t bwolng t im r m h r , tl»  fonxr FT boat* in tt^  haartKv hm  

a ll boon h it, tilth ono diMd in tho wat«p. Htavy fUk hat boan «q>«riiaMd 

and ana 7 8  la hit» boadad t o r  Da Kang. Moody m y n  Vaaoa will b« svoaptly 

advliMd of thoaa davalofDianta* / S  / a '

a t30  AM» (t}30  Augutt ? th ,  Saigon TIim) — Tim OSlSmZATICIT 

launChaa ta n  A ^> a  and two f-M U  wbiah d ap art f o r  HdT (HC£ a t  an a l t i tu d a  

o f  25,000 .  30,000 f a a t .  HOK OAT i a  |6 0  a a u tio a l  mllMi away. Tb»

COWBTKUATICiN alao lamohaa flvt A-4'a and thraa F-4*a whi<̂  than depart 

for LOC CHAO, flying at an alUtuda o f  25,000 .  30,000 foot. LOG CHAD 

la 330 nautical ailaa away, (HMCC raotivai thia maaaga a t_____ m , )

3:25 AMi (3«2!5 3PM, Auguat 5th, Saigon Tiaa) — Cca©TH2iAHCH?‘i fowr

A«l*a latm ehad a t  XtOO AM and i t a  f iv a  A ^ * t  and th ra a  launobad
i ( 

a t  2 i30  AM a tr ik a  ZiOC CKAO. 1b«y yaptnrt saodtuNita AA t i x 9 (20 an  f ^
\

th a  b o a ta ) .  !Qia b o a ts  aara n o t undawwy^a ^  thwa had u a% liaau * l» i'WgT —- 

Of th a  f lv a  FT b o ata  s ig h ta d , two ajra dasMgad sa rio u s ly  a i^  thzaa 

BiDdarataly. Ona A-1 a i r ( » « f t  (B a th a r 'a , t h i r d  in  th a  e o l ^ )  i s  shot 

dowi. A-1 i s  daiaagad, b u t Tha a t € a ^  iM ta
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25 m lnut«». 2.75" roek«t« loid 20 m  ® tr*fing mtt»elc« u tlU * # d . (iMJC 

r«c«iY 8f th i*  maa**g« * t ________ ^ . )

3»^3 AM; w- Sharp t t l l a  W i«an o f th#  J o in t  8 t» f f  th a t  i t  n d # it 

be 1}«tt to  p u l l  th e  MADDGK end C, TURMSK JOY out ctf theli* p a t r o l .  Thi,p i§
■3TbeoAuse l^ey  a re  Imr on f u e l  aad aoBiunltion, asd -m httw  a lre aa y  %

th e  Nortfi VietnauiBte a  "good punlahment.*’ Sharp adda th a t  to  keep th e  

d eetroyera  on a ta tio n  n i ^ t  in v i te  fu r th e r  a t ta e k a , perhapa even a  lo aa . 

Wiaman aays th ia  w i l l  re q u ire  JCS approval.

3t$8 AMi — MoCut<dieon a t  CTWCPAC o a l l j  Wiaman about p u llin g  

th e  deatroyera  o u t. MoCut«ai«icn aays th a t  ainee thaae  dea trcyera  have 

a p e c ia l equipoient and could no t reaO ily  be rep laoed , b u t t ^ t  tlM ahipa 

have had aev e ra l ale<^i*aa n ig h ta . Ihe r e l i e f  o f  theae ahipa wouM be 

tea^Hxrary only» about a  hour r e a t ,  a f t e r  th e  a tr ik e a  had oeaaed.

Wisnan aaya he w i l l  t a lk  to  Bim fiiinal.

k iO i AMt ( in 03 PM, Auguat 5 th , Saigon Tia*i) — TIOONDEROQA laun«fliei 

fo u r F-8»a and e ig jit A-^*a idii«ax d ep art fear -ttie r e t t r i k e  ag a in a t VUSH,

ju lJ J M i  (Jn l5  PM, Auguat 5 th , Saigon Tija#) — TICOraROQA 

launtiaea two A J^ 'a d ep art f o t  Hm  ME a t  an a l t i tu d e  o f  25,000 f e e t .

AM< •*  Wiffinan e a l la  Bur<^iinal and t e l l #  him th a t  an A^X and 

AJ» from th e  OONSTELLmON have bean Xoat over HC8T GAY. (ifo tet A ctu a lly , 

one waa lo a t  over H(B GAY, a n o t ^ r  over LOC QSyu,) Burfihinal i i  th e  

f l r i t  to  be n o t i f ie d ,  and ha aug^aata th a t  Wiatoan i s f c m  th e  Chiefa axul 

th e  S ee re ta ry  o f  Defenae.
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AM) B I, Attgu»t 5 th , S ^ O R  n m )  TIC(MffiSOGA*« four

P -8 ’« koA « lg h t iOX littwiHid a t  ln03 AM, itrifc® VMH. Tlii^ r tp o r t

h«avy AA firm  tram  th«  add itioD al AA gmM brought In to  p o a ltlo a  a f t« r  

f l r i t  s t r i k e ,  b u t th«y dbiatroor tv o  to  fo u r Pck3L tioiius iu»i s ix  AA guna. 

ar*  no U.S. Xommm, (HMCXJ r« o tlv i«  t h l i  WMage * t  AM.)

5x15 AMt (5»15 m ,  Augiait 5 th , S«ig<m Timt) — TIC!OND(SROGA»• two 

A A * i ,  3Aun«h*d a t  k a 5  AM, s t r i k t  IKB M  witdi 20 nm t&mllM and ro e k e ts . 

13i«y re p o rt xk> AA f lr e ^  mil m irp w tn  Of th e  s ix  bo«t»

lig h te d , th re e  a re  daatroyed, th re e  sKxSerately daraaged, and caie l a  

foareed to  b ead i. Ib e re  a re  no U.S. Xoaaea*

6t06 AMi Wlman o a lla  Moatln and aaya th e  operatlcm  la  Ju a t about 

vouad and ««a a  " p re tty  good e f f o r t ,  h li^ ily  aueeeaafuX.** He a ta te a  

th a t  iSharp «aa ab le  to  aocoopUah th e  reey e le  ag a in a t VHp{ and th a t  the 

dea trcy e r p a t r o l  l a  being p u lle d  o u t, w ith  aopprcval, fo r  replcmlahiaent.

8 t30 AMt — McKaaaaMi oalXa Seaae^kl MUton to  check cm th e  re a u lta  6 t  

th e  p u n itiv e  a t r lk e ,  Imaed on p reaen t lnfonaatl<»i. Here, th eae  fa o ts  

a re  eonflnned:

— 6^ a tz lk e  a o r tie a  v«re laun^ued ^ i^ th  59 p la iw ^  agplnat 

U North Vlatnaaieae p a t r o l  boat baaea , Includ ing  th e  LOC 

CHAO ea ttta ry , and th e  auppcartlng <41 a to ra^s  depot a t  VH9H.

-«• About 25 FT b o a ta  were deatroyed age dasaged, In  ad d itio n  to  

daaage to  t h e i r  baaea and aupportlng f a e l l l t l e a .

— Aa e a t lm tw i 90^ o f  th e  VIHH a l l  depo t, eon ta ln ln g  ih  tanka 

and XQf̂  o f  th e  petroleum  eap a id ty  o f  North Vietnam, vaa 

deatroyed. Ebo;^ waa ae«n r la ln g  to  1^,000 f e e t .

- -  Two U.S. Navy a i r c r a f t  were iJLoat and two damaged.
II
L .
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^ ^
c r ^  7

QUESTIONS MD POINTS TO BE RESOLVED '  ^

1 . Copy o f  th e  NSA f i e l d  u n i t  message w hich a r r iv e d  a t  Pentagon a t  

ap p ro x im a te ly  8 : l 4  a .m .,  A ugust 4 th .

2 . Copy o f message to  CINCPAC s e n t  a t  9^26 a .m .,  A ugust 4 th ,  re q u e s tin g  

combat a i r  p a t r o l  over th e  d e s t r o y e r s .  When was i t  s e n t ,  by whom, and when 

was i t  re c e iv e d ?  (

3 . Copy o f  m essage d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  m ines be t r a n s p o r te d  from  Subic Bay 

to  Da Nang. S en t sometime d u rin g  th e  m orning o f  A ugust 4 th .  Who se n t i t  

and when was i t  r e c e iv e d  a t  CINCPAC? I J
4 . Where i s  COMSEVENTHFLT lo c a te d ?  What tim e i s  i t  on , as  compared to  

W ashington EDT? _)

5 . When d id  CINCPAC re c e iv e  th e  JCS s t r i k e  ex ecu te  message (7720) 

s e n t a t  4 :4 9  P m. EDT A ugust 4 th  from  NMCC?

6 . What i s  PGM l4 2   one o f  o u rs  o r one o f  t h e i r s ?  J

7 . What was th e  f i r s t  i n d ic a t io n  r e c e iv e d  a t  th e  Pentagon t h a t  th e  

i n i t i a l  p roposed  tim e over t a r g e t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  s t r i k e  would be 8 :0 0  a.m . 

( |a ig o n  tim e )  o r abou t one hour a f t e r  th e  7 :00  a .m . (S aigon  tim e) ex p ec ted  

launch?

8 . Why was th e  CONSTELLATION o rd e re d  by CINCPAC a t  7 :30  a .m .(S a ig o n  tim e ) 

Bot t o  e x ec u te  th e  JCS s t r i k e  ex ec u te  m essage in  view  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

TICONDEROGA a t  7 :22  a .m .,  A ugust 5 th  (S aigon  tim e )  had r e c e iv e d  a CINCPACFLT 

s t r i k e  ex ec u te  m essage? ( j
9 . Times o f  McNamara's c a l l s  to  Bundy re  r e v is io n s  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t .

10 . Who i s  G en era l M ilton? ^ ^
11 . D e ta i l s  o f  McNamara's c a l l s  to  th e  P re s id e n t  a t  9 :12  a .m . ,  9 :^ 3  a .m ., 

10 :53  a .m .,  and 11:06 a .m . ( Ar-<Cyct'--o

1 2 o F i r s t  in d i c a t io n  o f  a  7 :0 0  a .m . (S aigon  tim e )  ex p ec ted  launch?
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TRANSCRIPT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS
AUGUST

GEN MCCUTCHEON: 

GEN BURCHINAL: 

GEN MCCUTCHEON:

Recorded c o n v e r s a t io n .  G enera l McCutcheon to  G eneral Biirchlnftl a t  

100^ AM̂ EDT. ^ A ugust.

G eneral McCutcheon, s i r .

Good m orning , s i r ,  t h i s  i s  McCutcheon i n  CINCPAC. 

Yes.

In  re s p o n se  to  th e  p re v io u s  r e q u e s t  to  G eneral

W heeler, 1*11 g iv e  you an in t e r im  r e p o r t  a s  to

what I ' v e  found o u t .  Admiral Moorer i s  i n  h i s

Command P o s t .  F l e e t  and th e  Task Group a re

a l e r t e d  and aware o f  th e s e  m essages and th e  t h r e a t .\
As f a r  a s  m easures to  be ta k e n ,  th e y  have th e  

two DD*s t h a t  a r e  on s t a t i o n  t h e r e ,  th e  TURNER 

JOY and MADDOX. The TICO w ith  h e r  t h r e e  DD*s 

i s  15 m inu tes  away by a i r .  She i s  a l e r t e d .  The 

CONNIE came o u t o f  Hong Kong y e s te rd a y  and i s  

headed so u th .  I  h av en ’ t  g o t an  ETA y e t ,  bu t 

she*s headed  to  rendezvous w ith  th e  TICO.

We j u s t  had a f l a s h  t h a t  t h a t  o u t f i t  i s  under 

a t t a c k  now. Do you have a n y th in g  on th a t ?

GEN MCCUTCHEON: No, s i r .  I Shaven*t seen  t h a t  one y e t .

GEN BURCHINAL:

DECUSSIFIIiJ 
Author!ry. / t - l c  / 3 9 - o W - l - l

__ NAR;*i, Dacc_ZjL^3/»f
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GEN BURCHINAL:

GEN MCCUTCHEON:

GEN BURCHINAL: ^

GEN MCCUTCHEON: 

GEN BURCHINAL:

GEN MCCUTCHEON: 

GEN BURCHINAL: 

GEN MCCUTCHEON: 

GEN BURCHINAL: 

GEN MCCUTCHEON:

s

GEN BURCHINAL: 

GEN MCCUTCHEON:

For your In fo rm a t io n ,  th e  message i s  coming 

t e l l i n g  you ta k e  th e  CONNIE and p u t  i t  o f f  

SVN, maybe i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  of th e  TICON, bu t 

b r in g  i t  on down in t o  t h a t  a r e a .  We’l l  le a v e  

th e  deploym ent p o s i t i o n  up to  you. Got th a t ?  

That a c t i o n  has  a l r e a d y  been done. S he’ s 

headed so u th .

On A dmiral S h a rp ’ s r e q u e s t  f o r  R ules o f  Engage

ment.

R ig h t .

We’r e  send ing  a message which says s t a y  a t  

e le v e n .  He a sk s  f o r  e i g h t .  I t  j u s t  says s t a y  

a t  e le v e n .  I t  says a i r c r a f t  o n ly  up to  3 -m ile  

l i m i t .

Okay.

I s  a u th o r iz e d .

R ig h t .

You want to  p a ss  t h a t  by phone, f a s t .

Okay. A i r c r a f t  up to  t h r e e  b u t th e  b o a ts  s t a y  

a t  e le v e n .

R ig h t .

R ig h t .
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GEN MCCUTCHEON; 

GEN BURCHINAL:

t a l i a t o r y  ty p e  p o in t s  t h a t  we might want to  

t a k e  o u t .  You might be th in k in g  o f  I t  and 

come i n  i f  you*ve go t any p a r t i c u l a r  id e a s  

on where we m ight go, i n s i d e  th e  p la c e s ,  

b a se s ,  e t c . ,  to  womp them back i f  th e y  do, 

i n  f a c t ,  make t h i s  a t t a c k .

R ig h t .

Okay, i f  you g e t  any word on th e  a t t a c k ,  r e s u l t s  

e t c . ,  keep them coming j u s t  as  f a s t  a s  you can 

g e t  them.

Yes, s i r .  W il l  do.

Thank you.

EMERGENCY ACTIONS: G eneral B u rc h in a l .

GEN BURCHINAL: Yes.

EMERGENCY ACTIONS: Would you go to  Mr. McNamara’ s o f f i c e  p l e a s e ,  s i r .

GEN BURCHINAL: R ig h t .

EA: Thank you, s i r .

A re c o rd in g ^  Mr. McNamara to  Admiral Sham  a t  1019 AM. EDT, k  August.

GEN BURCHINAL: And we‘r e  ta k in g  a lo o k  a t  some p o s s ib l e  r e 

GEN MCCUTCHEON: 

GEN BURCHINAL:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

H e llo .

Yes, s i r .

H e llo  O l l i e ,  Bob. S o rry  to  awaken you t o n i g h t .  

Have you seen  th e s e  m essages r e g a rd in g  th e  MADDOX 

and a p o s s i b l e  a t t a c k  on h e r?

3
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ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

No, s i r .  I  j u s t  go t i n t o  H ead q u a r te rs  bu t 

t h e y ' r e  a l l  h e re  and my Deputy C hief o f  S t a f f  

f o r  O p e ra tio n s  has  re a d  them.

Okay, good.

I  j u s t  g o t i n .

W ell, we have a s l i g h t  change i n  R ules o f  Engage

ment going  o u t to  you. I  u n d e rs ta n d  i t  has  been 

s e n t  by t e l e p h o n e , ;  w e 'r e  confirm ing  i t  by c a b le .  

I t  a c c e p t s ,  p a r t i a l l y ,  your recom mendation to  

p u rsu e  to  th e  3-m ile  l i m i t  excep t i t ’ s f o r  a i r 

c r a f t  o n ly .  But t h a t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  th e  re a s o n  

f o r  my c a l l .  The re a s o n  f o r  my c a l l  i s  to  sug

g e s t  t h a t  you examine th e  k i l l  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  th e  

MADDOX and i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  a i r c r a f t  to  be su re  

t h a t  we’ve done e v e ry th in g  we p o s s ib ly  can to  

a s s u r e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  any a t t a c k in g  c r a f t  and 

u se  w hatever c a r r i e r  f o r c e ,  f l a r e s h i p s ,  f i g h t e r s ,  

an y th in g  e l s e  you need i n  te rm s o f  numbers and 

weapons to  o b ta in  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e .

A ll  r i g h t ,  s i r .  Now when I  t a l k e d  to  K e ith  

McCutcheon abou t 15 m inu tes  ago, he was t a l k in g  

abou t f l a r e s h i p s  and f l a r e s h i p s  a r e  th e  one th in g  

t h a t  I ’m n o t  su re  abou t r i g h t  now.
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MR. MCNAMARA.:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

You mean you d o n ' t  know w hether th ey  have 

them o r  w hether i t  would be w ise to  u se  them. 

W ell, no, we*11 u se  them i f  we have them bu t 

th e  q u e s t io n  i s ,  a r e  th e y  re a d y  and we have 

a l r e a d y  t o l d  th e  f l e e t  to  g e t  them re a d y .

Yes.

But t h e r e  i s  a q u e s t io n  i n  my mind r i g h t  now 

w hether t h e y ’r e  th e r e  or n o t .  And o f  c o u rs e ,

th e s e  p e o p le  ----  th e s e  a i r c r a f t  have a l i m i t e d

n ig h t  a t t a c k  c a p a b i l i t y  anyway.

Yes.

But when we g e t  th e  f l a r e s h i p s  t h e r e ,  w e 'r e  a l l  

r i g h t .  In  th e  meantime, o f  c o u rs e ,  I  t h in k  th e  

two d e s t r o y e r s  can h a n d le  them se lves  p r e t t y  

doggone w e l l  anyway.

W ell, do you th in k  th e  two d e s t r o y e r s  cou ld  

d e s t r o y  th e  a t t a c k in g  c r a f t  — th e  Swatows.

Yes, s i r .

At n ig h t?

Yes, s i r .  They shou ld  be a b le  to .

Make p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t h a t ' s  th e  o b j e c t iv e .  

Oh, yes  s i r ,  th e y  know t h a t .
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MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA;

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

J u s t  u se  w hatever f o r c e  you need to  accom plish  

t h a t ,  a i r  and sea .

R ig h t .  W ell,  we’ve go t two F - 8 ’ s and two A-^-D’ s 

r i g h t  now up and ^ A-lH*s w i l l  be up s h o r t l y .

Now -

Why n o t  p u t  20 more i n  th e  h o le .  I ‘m j u s t  going 

to  an extrem e h e re .  I  j u s t  want to  u n d e rs ta n d  

why i t ’ s on ly  h.

I t ’ s n o t  i t ’ s 8 .

A ll  r i g h t ,  why 8 , why n o t  20?

W ell, I  t h in k  t h a t  u n t i l  an  a t t a c k  happens -  - 

Oh, y e s ,  s u r e ly ,  I  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t ,  bu t a f t e r  th e  

a t t a c k  h appens ,  you w ouldn’ t  f e e l  l i m i t e d  to  8 or 

10 o r  a n y th in g  l i k e  t h a t .

We’l l  p u t  e v e ry th in g  on deck up , s i r .  Ha! Ha! 

A l r ig h t  O l l i e .  I f  any q u e s t io n  a r i s e s .  J u s t  

p ic k  up th e  phone and c a l l  me.

A ll  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l .

"Buzz" Wheeler i s  on h i s  way to  New York. This 

i s  one o f  th e  re a s o n s  I 'm  c a l l i n g  you. Dave 

B u rc h in a l  i s  h e re  i n  my o f f i c e  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  time.
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ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA;

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

A ll r i g h t ,  s i r .  W ell, we’r e  o rg a n iz e d  now. I 

t h in k  we have e v e ry th in g  we need h e re  - -  th e  

TICO has 3 d e s t r o y e r s  w ith  h e r  in c lu d in g  1 DDG 

and th e n  th e  o th e r  2, th e  MADDOX and JOY - now 

th e  TURNER JOY has go t a good b a t t e r y  and shou ld  

be a b le  to  h a n d le  th e s e  th in g s  p r e t t y  e a s i l y ,

I  th in k .

I s  th e  TURNER JOY's b a t t e r y  b e t t e r  th a n  th e  

MADDOX'S?

Yes, s i r ;  y e s ,  s i r .  S h e 's  an  a f t e r  World War I I  

d e s t r o y e r  and has th e s e  v e ry  f a s t  f i r i n g  5"/5*+ 's- 

I  see .  Thanks v e ry  much, O l l i e .

Y o u 're  welcome, s i r .  N ice t^ -lk ing  to  you.

R ig h to .  Bye.

A r e c o r d in g .  Admiral Sharp to  G enera l B u rc h in a l  a t  1059 AM. EDT. h  A ugust.

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

H e llo .

Dave, ----  O l l i e .

Yes.

W e're j u s t  th in k in g  abou t what we m ight h i t  i n  

r e p r i s a l .

Yes.

HON ME I s l a n d .  HON ME.

S ig n i f i c a n t ?
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ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP:

Huh. S i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  th e  PT‘ s have been 

w orking o u t o f  t h e r e .  A p p aren tly  t h e y ’ve 

been going i n  th e r e  to  f u e l .

There i s  a base  t h e r e ,  th e n ,  f o r  them.

Yes. They 've  been working o u t o f  t h e r e ,  

we’ve n o t i c e d .

HON ME, huh.

Yes, and th e n  t h e r e ' s  a n o th e r  l i t t l e  i s l a n d

c a l l e d  HON NE which i s  up ----

Yes, now w e 've  been doing th o s e  you know.

Huh?

We've been h i t t i n g  th o s e  w ith  o th e r  t h i n g s ,  

you know.

Yes — y e s .  T h a t 's  r i g h t ,  b u t a good a i r  

s t r i k e  on them would do a h e l l  o f a l o t  more 

th a n  th o s e  o th e r  th i n g s .

Yes.

And can be done r a t h e r  e a s i l y  and r i g h t  now, 

th e  CONSTELLATION w i l l  be — s h e 's  w i th in  350 

m i le s  o f  th e  Task Group r i g h t  now.

Uh huh. So you g iv e  h e r  what - -  abou t 12 h o u rs ;  

how much - -

Oh w e l l ,  she cou ld  make - -  she could  go i n  th e r e  

r i g h t  now and su p p o r t  them. No s t r a i n .
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

Yes.

T h a t ' s  s t r e t c h i n g  a l i t t l e  now b u t ,  s h e 's  

going  t h a t  way a l l  th e  tim e and i t ' s  r e a l  

easy .

R ig h t .

And w e 've  speeded h e r  up to  g e t  h e r  down 

th e r e  as  f a s t  a s  p o s s i b l e .

Good.

But she - -  i n  o th e r  w ords, w e 've  go t two CVA's 

now t h a t  a r e  re a d y  to  go. Now th e r e  a r e  two 

o th e r  Swatow b ases  a r e  QUANG KHE.

Got t h a t .

And BEN THUY.

BEN THUY ----  our in f o  i s  t h a t  i t  has been

re p la c e d  by PHUC LOI.

By what?

PHUC LOI.

How do you s p e l l  i t .

PHUC LOI — i t ' s  j u s t  down th e  r i v e r .

Yes.

Down c lo s e r  to  th e  c o a s t .

Y e s ---- y e s .
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ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN'BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

And t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  a l t o g e t h e r .  Hear th e y  

e l im in a te d  th e  one n e a r  th e  "big c i t y  HAIPHONG. 

Yes.

And k e p t  f o u r  i n  and what Mr. McNamara w ants i s

fo r  you to  move to  assem ble, move, ^and get .._Qn...__

r the TICO as q u ick ly  as you canj_ a mijij„P.g. _

b i l i t y  a s  an  o p t io n  f o r  th e s e  f o u r .  This was 

th e  pur.pia.se- o f  -the. c a l l  to  your p eo p le  a sk in g  

j^them to  g e t  a hundred  Mark 50 ' s  w ith  assem bly  

\teams t A -.th.a.-.T-IC£)L--.as-(quickly as  p o s s ib l e  and l e t  

u s  know_when.

Okay. We m ight p u t  them on th e  CONSTELLATION 

in s t e a d .

Okay. E i th e r  way.

Okay. We can do t h a t .  I  s t i l l  ----  you know

how we f e e l  abou t — m in ing , d o n ' t  you.

Yes. The o th e r  th in g  —

Did you see  th e  message I s e n t  you y e s te rd a y ?

Our e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  a c e r t a i n  

p la c e  down sou th?

Yes - -  y e s .

Y ou've seen  t h a t  one, have you?

Yes. The o th e r  th in g  i s  w e 'r e  j u s t  dev e lo p in g  

a number o f  o p t io n s .
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GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

The o th e r  th in g  would be a i r ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  

a g a in s t  th e  b a se s  and th e  b o a ts  th em se lv es .  

W ell, how abou t an armed re c c o  which would 

s o r t  o f  f l y  up and down between HON ME and 

up around  HON NE and h i t  any o f  t h i s  k in d

of c r a f t  we see ----  e i t h e r  i n  th e  bay or a t

sea?

I th in k  t h a t  would be a good one.

W ell, we can p u t t h a t  one on and a l l  you 

have to  do i s  say  go.

R ig h t .  The o th e r  i s  w e 'r e  lo o k in g  a t  th e  POL 

a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  BEN THUY or PHUC LOI; 

th e r e  a r e  two r i g h t  t h e r e .

Uh huh, y e s .  T h e re ’ s t h a t  one a t  VINH.

Uh huh, y e s .  That one and th e n  t h e r e ' s  one 

down r i v e r ,  a sm a l le r  one o r  abou t th e  same 

s i z e  a c t u a l l y  i t  ap p ea rs  to  su p p o r t  th e  base  

i t s e l f .  R ig h t a t  PHUC LOI.

W ell, we can — a l l  th e s e  th in g s  — we can do 

and a l l  you Ua.ve-i.o_do i s  say  so.

Yes.

R ig h t .  Your p e o p le ,  I  u n d e rs ta n d ,  a r e  moving 

on th e  m ining as  Mr. McNamara w ants t h a t  capa

b i l i t y  a s  f a s t  a s  he can g e t  i t .
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

Okay. I t ' l l  t a k e  t h a t  - -  l e t ' s  see ,  I  th in k  

we e s t im a te d  ^ 8-hou.rs.

^8 h o u rs .

But, y e s ,  i t  t a k e s  t im e .

Can you f l y  them th e r e ?

Ohj we can f l y  them, y e s ,  b u t ,  see  th e  on ly  

th in g  you can f l y  aboard  a c a r r i e r  a r e  th e s e  

COD th in g s  and th e y  don’ t  c a r r y  too  many.

Yes, y e s .

And so , i t ' l l  be a l i t t l e  slow.

R ig h t .

Of co u rse  we can - -  h e r e ' s  a n o th e r  th in g  we 

cou ld  do, we cou ld  c a r r y  q u i t e  a few o f  them 

i n  A-3D's from Subic .

Yes. Sure .

So, t h a t  can alw ays be done. Okay, w e ' l l  have 

b o th  th o s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  c ranked  up th e n .

F in e .  I ' l l  su g g e s t  th e s e  o th e r  two.

Yes. Okay. Okay, Dave. T e l l  Mr. McNamara 

t h a t  w e 've  — t h a t  th e  CONSTELLATION w i l l  be -- 

i s  c lo s e  enough now p r e t t y  q u ick .
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GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

To p ro v id e  su p p o r t  i f  needed . R ig h t ,  and 

u n d e r s ta n d  th in g s  a r e  a l i t t l e  t i g h t  ou t th e r e  

a t  th e  moment.

We j u s t  - -  we j u s t  g o t a r e p o r t  say ing  t h a t  

DESOTO P a t r o l  i s  under co n tin u o u s  to rp ed o  

a t t a c k .  Did you g e t  th a t ?

No.

We j u s t  g o t i t .

Keep them coming on th e  r e p o r t s  o f  a c t i o n .  

Okay.

Okay, 0111e. R ig h t .  Thank you.

A r e c o r d in g .  Admiral Sharp to  G eneral B u rc h in a l  a t  1118 AM. EDT. ^ A ugust,

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

H e llo .

H e llo ,  Dave.

Yes, O l l l e .

I  guess  you know t h e y ’ve s t a r t e d  sh o o tin g  a t  them. 

Yep.

Both ways. One of them i s  — s a id  t h e y 'v e  dodged 

f i v e  to rp e d o e s  and he*s f i r i n g  on th e  PT and one - 

we had one message t h a t  s a id  he was going to  t r y  

to  ram one. So th e y  must be p r e t t y  c lo s e .

R ig h t .
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP;

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

Your a i r  doing an y th in g  y e t ,  o r can you t e l l .  

C a n 't  t e l l  y e t ,  we h a v e n ' t  an y th in g  on t h a t .

Now on t h i s  m ining d e a l .  You know abou t t h i s  

one?

Yep.

What we ought to  do w ith  t h i s  i s  a i r l i f t  th e s e  

th in g s  to  DANANG.

Uum hum.

And th e n  from th e r e  we can COD them o u t to  th e

c a r r i e r  - -

R ig h t .

Which would n o t  be th e  TICONDEROGA bu t th e  

CONSTELLATION p ro b a b ly ,  and th e n  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  

w e ' l l  g e t  some read y  over th e r e  a t  Subic f o r  

th e  A - 3 's .

R ig h t .

T h a t 's  a long  f l i g h t .  But t h i s  i s  n o t  th e  way 

to  do t h i s  jo b .  The way to  do t h i s  jo b  i s  w ith  

a i r .

U n d ers tan d . He j u s t  w ants an o p t io n .

Yep. Okay, w e ' l l  g e t  th e  o p t io n  read y  bu t t h i s  

o p t io n ,  you know, i s  ro u g h ly  *+8 h o u rs .

Now, on t h i s  uh - -
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL! 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

R ig h t .

So i t ' s  n o t  som ething t h a t ' s  going to  happen 

r i g h t  away.

R ig h t .

And t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u ick  answer on when t h i s  

i s  going to  happen. About ^8 h o u rs .

R ig h t .

Now, have you seen  — h e r e ' s  one from DIRNSA to  

a l o t  o f  p e o p le  ou t h e r e .  0^1 ̂ - 1̂ .

No.

Dave.

Yes.

This t a l k s  abou t a p la c e  where th e  - -  where th e s e  

p eo p le  a r e  going  i n t o  to  h id e .

Oh, name - -  you g o t a name th e r e .

Yea, LOC CHAO E s tu a ry .

Uh huh. Okay, we’l l  ru n  t h a t  one down.

I t ' s  1 9 .^6  N orth .

R ig h t .

T h a t ' l l  g iv e  you a le a d .

R ig h t .

So - -  what we ought to  have done - -  t h i s  id e a  o f 

an  armed re c c o ,  runn ing  up and down betw een HON ME 

and HON NE, would cover t h i s  p la c e .
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GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

CTN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

They want to  do som ething t h a t ' s  - -  p ro b a b ly  - -  

maybe t h a t  t o ,  bu t more se v e re  th a n  going r i g h t  

In  and p ic k in g  up s e c o n d a r ie s .

W ell, what we ought to  do as  soon as  I t  g e ts  

l i g h t  I s  p u t  up an  armed re c c o  to  go I n  and 

ta k e  th e s e  p eo p le  because  I t  would be re a s o n a b ly  

s im ple  w ith  a good s t ro n g  armed recco  up th e r e .  

R ig h t .

W ell, i t * s  n o t s im ple  b u t - -  because  th e s e  p eop le  

a r e  k in d  o f  h a rd  to  h i t ,  ru n n in g  around 50 k n o ts  

and tu r n in g  f a s t .

Okay.

B ut, I  would - -  t h a t ' s  th e  f i r s t  th in g  to  do.

I f  we want to  r e a l l y  g e t  them as  soon as  i t  ----

th e  f i r s t  l i g h t  backgroun3T>

W ell, r i g h t  now i f  we can. I f  i t s  open season  

on th e s e  boys which I th i n k  i t  i s ,  w e ' l l  ta k e  

i t  from t h e re .

Okay. Any word we can g e t  w e 'r e  going to  have 

a m eeting  w ith  SECSTATE, White House, d i r e c t l y .  

Okay.

Okay. Thank you and any more r e p o r t  o f  a c t i o n  

ou t y o n d e r ,  tu n e  us  in .

Okay.

Thank y o u .
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A r e c o r d in g .  White House S i t u a t i o n  Room to  P a c i f i c  Desk. NMCC a t

121^ PM. EDT. k A ugust.

COL BUCKLEY: 

WHITE HOUSE:

COL BUCKLEY:

MR. WERNER:

COL BUCKLEY;

MR. WERNER: 

COL BUCKLEY;

MR. WERNER: 

COL BUCKLEY;

P a c i f i c  Desk, Col Buckley.

T his i s  W erner, S i t  Room. T e l l  me, we had a 

message e a r l i e r  say ing  o f  th e  lau n ch  o f  some 

a i r c r a f t .  What happened to  th e  CAP. Weren’t

th e y  ----  Our l a s t  c o n fe re n c e  c a l l  t h e r e  was no

CAP, w h a t‘ s th e  —

R ig h t ,  s i r .  I  th in k  th e  on ly  th in g  we can draw 

c o n c lu s io n  h e re  t h a t  th e y  may o f  had to  r e f u e l ,  

ru n  o u t o f  gas o r  t im e , p o s s ib ly .

So you th i n k  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  back down on th e  

c a r r i e r  then?

I  th in k  t h i s  i s  p ro b a b ly  r i g h t .  I t  says no a i r  

su p p o r t  a t  p r e s e n t .  In  o th e r  w ords, i t  looked  

l i k e  he m ight have had some bu t th ey  may have 

had to  r e f u e l  somewhere.

Okay. Thank you.

We shou ld  have some more c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on t h i s  

and w e ' l l  g iv e  you a c a l l  a s  soon as  we g e t  

som ething d i f f e r e n t .

R ig h t .

Okay.
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A r e c o r d in g .  Admiral Sharp to  G eneral B u rc h in a l  a t  1222 PM. EDT. ^ August,

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

Dave.

Yes, go ahead.

There a p p a r e n t ly  have been a t  l e a s t  9 to rp e d o e s  

i n  th e  w a te r .  A ll  m issed  and a p p a re n t ly  2 o f 

th e  b o a ts  have been sunk as  f a r  as  we can t e l l .  

Good. How many were engaged? Do you know?

L e t ’ s s e e ,  t h e r e  must o f  been a t o t a l  o f  s i x  

engaged, I  th in k .  Not su re  on t h a t  y e t .

Any a i r c r a f t ?

You mean enemy?

Yes.

No, I  d o n ' t  ----  w a it  a m inute  now. I ’m n o t so

su re  abou t t h i s  number o f  engaged.

R ig h t .

We've go t to  check i t  o u t  h e re .  I t  may n o t  be 

t h a t  h ig h .  NO. No r e p o r t  on -  we d id  have a 

r e p o r t  on b o g ie s  a t  one tim e  bu t we h a v e n ' t  any 

c o n f i rm a t io n  o f  t h a t .

R ig h t .  Were th e y  sunk by g u n f i r e  o r a i r  a t t a c k ?  

Do you know?

By gun I  th in k .  TURNER JOY.

R ig h t .
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ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

Now th e  CONSTELLATION h as  s i x  A-^-'s and two 

F-^-'s  on th e  scene . She lau n ch ed  them a t  

2300 H w hich, o f  c o u rs e ,  I s  an hour and a 

h a l f  ago , and she s e n t  i n  a n o th e r  f o u r  A -1 ' s 

a t2 3 l5 .  Her p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  i s  I 8-O7 N and 

112 E, and she i s  c lo s in g  77.5* The CVA's 

have f l a r e  a i r c r a f t  up t h e r e .  There a r e  a l s o  

some C-1 2 3 ' s  a t  DANANG which we a re  t e l l i n g  

them th e y  can u se  i f  th e y  want to .

R ig h t .

I  t o l d  PACAF to  send fo u r  F - lQ 2 ‘ s to  e i t h e r  

o f  two f i e l d s ,  e i t h e r  DANANG or TAN SON NHUT. 

R ig h t .

And I  t o l d  him to  g e t  12 F -1 0 2 's  down to  C la rk  - 

as  back up.

R ig h t .

And t h a t s  abou t i t .  The two c a r r i e r s  a r e  c lo s e  

enough now t h a t  th e y  can su p p o r t  each o th e r .

Are th e y  s t i l l  exchanging f i r e ?

I 'v e  been so busy doing o th e r  th in g s  t h a t  I 

h a v e n ' t  lo o k ed  a t  th e  l a s t  -  w hether t h e y ' r e  

s t i l l  sh o o t in g  each o th e r  o r n o t .
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

(UNREADABLE)

I c a n ’ t  -  I  d o n ’t  see t h a t  th e y  have . H e re ’ s 

a n o th e r  one now, j u s t  go t I t .  L e t me see - 

The MADDOX says she has evaded about 10 

to rp e d o e s .  Two c r a f t  a r e  sunk. No c a s u a l t i e s  

to  us  and th e y  go t some AD' s and A-^-D' s on th e  

scene  bu t t h e y ' r e  hav ing  t r o u b le  w ith  I l lu m in a 

t i o n .  The TURNER JOY o r  one o f  th e  two was g iv in g  

s t a r  s h e l l  I l l u m in a t io n  f o r  th e  p la n e s .  As f a r  

a s  we can t e l l  t h e r e  were on ly  th r e e  b o a ts .

But t h a t  d o e s n ’t  count up to  t h a t  many to rp e d o e s  

I  d o n ' t  t h i n k .  I t  sounds to  me l i k e  t h e r e  a re  

more b o a ts  th a n  j u s t  t h r e e .  Well t h a t ’ s abou t 

th e  s i z e  o f  i t ,  Dave. Now I have s e n t  ou t one 

t e l l i n g  them to  ta k e  c a re  o f  them i n  th e  g e n e ra l  

a re a  o f  th e  problem . I t ’ s open season  on PT’ s 

and Swatow’ s. I ’ve a l s o  t o l d  MACV to  keep th o se  

ones down, you know i n  DANANG, i n  p o r t  so t h a t  

th e y  d o n ' t  g e t  mixed up i n  t h i s  th in g .

R ig h t .  So y o u ' r e  c a l l i n g  them o f f  f o r  th r e e  or 

fo u r  days.

I ' v e  c a l l e d  them o f f ,  y e s .  T h a t ’ s j u s t  abou t i t  

Dave.

Okay. 01l i e .
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

Of c o u r s e ,  we would l i k e  to  see  t h a t  11 

m ile s  changed to  th r e e .

U n d ers tan d . W e're w orking on i t .

Okay. And a l s o  we would l i k e  to  do h o t  p u r s u i t  

w i th  a i r c r a f t .

U n d ers tan d . W e're working on t h a t .

I 'm  send ing  a message to  you now s u g g e s t in g  an 

armed re c c o  between HON NE and HON ME.

For you r  in f o  O l l i e  you m ight d ig  ou t th e  t a r g e t  

m a t e r i a l  to  be su re  t h a t  th e  boys i n  th e  CVA's 

have them.

T arge t m a te r i a l ?

Yes. On two s o u th e rn  Swatow b a se s .  QUANG KHE 

and PHUC LOI.

QUANG KHE and PHUC LOI.

PHOC LOI, I  guess i t  i s .  PHOC LOI p lu s  th e  VINH 

and PHOC LOI POL.

VINH and PHOC LOI?

POL.

Thats PHUC LOI?

I t ' s  PHOC LOI, I  th in k .  I t ' s  j u s t  down th e  r i v e r  

from BEN THUY.
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

Yes, J u s t  down th e  r i v e r  from BEN THUY b a se .  

Okay, Dave.

You m ight have th o se  t a r g e t  m a t e r i a l s  on hand, 

Okay, thanks  a l o t .

BEN THUY.

A re c o rd in g  Adm Sharp to  Gen B u rc h in a l  a t  1 :01 PM EDT 4 Aug

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP.

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

Dave?

Yes.

We need to  g iv e  th e s e  peop le  some r u l e s  o f 

engagement on a i r c r a f t  and h e re  i s  what I  am 

s u g g e s t in g .  I  would say  to  CINCPACFLT/7th FLT 

"A u th o r i ty  g ra n te d  to  d e c la r e  h o s t i l e ,  and 

engage, any DRV/CHICOM a i r c r a f t  whose a c t i o n s  

and b e h a v io r  i n d i c a t e  w i th in  re a s o n a b le  

c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  an a t t a c k  on US f o r c e s  i s  

in t e n d e d " .

Yes. Do you have any in d i c a t i o n  o f  th o se  

sc rew ing  around o u t  th e r e ?

Yes. There have been a couple which f lew  

down so u th  of HAINAN, t h a t  went down a lm o s t ,  

as  I  r e c a l l ,  to  DA NANG - ou t a t  s e a .

Do you know what k ind  th ey  were?

No. They were J e t s  - t h e i r  speeds w ere, as 

I  r e c a l l ,  abou t 400 k t s .

From HAINAN down as  f a r  as  DA NANG?
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

HAINAN down as f a r  as DA NANG?

Yes. ■ •

When d id  t h a t  happen -  l a s t  n ig h t?

Yes. I  d o n ' t  - (Do you have t h a t  p ie c e  of 

p a p e r  we had abou t th e  two a i r c r a f t  we saw f l y i n g  

a round?) Dave, w e 've g o t  q u i t e  a few a i r c r a f t  

on HAINAN you know, ro u g h ly  30,  som ething  l i k e  t h a t ,  

2 8 ' s  and what e l s e ?  Do you know?

T 2 8 's  and MIG 1 7 ' s ,  1 5 's .  There I s  a t o t a l  

o f  79, I  have h e re .  So th e r e  I s  a c o n s id e ra b le  

fo r c e  th e r e  and th e s e  CVA's a re  to o  c lo s e  r i g h t  

now to  l e t  th e s e  f e l lo w s  f l y  over u s .

I  u n d e rs ta n d .

And h e ' s  g o t  some, m a t te r  o f f a c t ,  h e ' s  g o t 

some F B 's In  th e  a i r  r i g h t  now w ith  sparrow s 

on them and some P 4 's .  So w e've g o t  to  have 

som ething  o th e r  - we c a n ' t  a l lo w  th e s e  peop le  

to  f l y  over our c a r r i e r s  a t  t h i s  p o in t .

U nderstand  O l l l e .

And, do you want me to  w a it  u n t i l  you g iv e  me 

an OK on i t ?  Or s h a l l  I  go ou t w ith  i t ?

W ell, a l l  I  can do a t  th e  moment i s  no te  i t  

because  w e 're  m eeting  a t  th e  White House. I f  

you th i n k  i t ' s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f 

your f o r c e s ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  your Job to  p u t  

i t  o u t .

What?

23

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

And I ' l l  J u s t  n o te  i t  and t e l l  the  Chief  t h a t ' s  

what you 've  done. And i f  a n y th in g  comes up 

w e ' l l  be in  a countermanding p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  I  

t h i n k  from the  p o i n t  o f  view of  s e c u r i t y  of 

your  f o r c e s  you c a n ' t  do an y th in g  l e s s .

Yes - I 'm  going  to  go ahead and p u t  i t  o u t ,

OK

R igh t

Pine  O l l i e .  Bye.

W ell, I 'm  go ing  to  go ahead w ith  i t .

A r e c o r d i n g  - White House S i t u a t i o n  Room to  Command C en te r  O p e ra t io n s  

Team Chief  a t  1 :03 PM EDT 4 AUG

MR. HAYS:

COL NICKOLS; 

MR. HAYS: 

COL NICKOLS; 

MR. HAYS:

Col N ic k o ls ,  t h i s  i s  Bob Hays in  the  White House 

S i t u a t i o n  Room. The NSC m eet ing  has broken up 

now. Your S e c r e t a r y ,  Mr. McNamara, Mr. Rusk 

and Mr. McCone a r e  go ing  to  be hav ing  lunch 

w i th  th e  P r e s i d e n t .

Would you say  t h a t  a g a in  and l e t  me w r i t e  i t  down. 

R igh t

Now, who 's  m eet ing  w ith  the  P r e s i d e n t ?

Well ,  th e  NSC m eet ing  has broken up and McCone, 

Rusk and McNamara w i l l  be hav ing  lunch  w i th  the  

P r e s i d e n t  a long  w i th  Mr. Bundy. What we wanted 

to  do was to  make su re  we were g e t t i n g  a l l  th e s e  

MADDOX messages on P r i o r i t y  and we w i l l  tak e  care
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COL NICKOLS; 

MR. HAYS: 

COL NICKOLS: 

MR. HAYS:

COL NICKOLS; 

MR. HAYS:

of  s e r v i c i n g  a l l  f o u r  of  them u p s t a i r s ,  and 

w i th  th e  P r e s i d e n t .

Okay. They a r e  hav ing  lunch in  the  White House 

Pardon me?

They a re  hav ing  lunch  in  the  White House?

Yes, th e y  a r e  hav ing  lunch w i th  th e  P r e s i d e n t .  

So i f  you g e t  a n y th in g ,  shoo t  i t  over  as  f a s t  

as  you can. I  know you have been ,  bu t  we 

wanted to  l e t  you know h i s  w hereabou ts .

We’ l l  do i t .

F ine  - th an k  you. Bye.

A r e c o r d i n g  - S e c r e t a r y  McNamara to  Gen B u rc h in a l  a t  1 :24  PM EDT 4 AUG

SEC McNAMARA: 

GEN BURCHINAL: 

SEC McNAMARA: 

GEN BURCHINAL:

H e l lo ,  Dave.

Yes s i r .

Dave, any f u r t h e r  r e p o r t s ?

Yes. Well ,  I  t a l k e d  to  Adm Sharp on a n o th e r  

m a t t e r .  He c a l l e d  and s a i d  h e ,  f o r  th e  s e c u r i t y  

o f  h i s  f o r c e s ,  had to  g ive  h i s  a i r  CAP some 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  in  case  any enemy a i r c r a f t  showed 

up - and h e ' s  done t h a t .  L as t  n i g h t  th ey  d id  

s p o t  two t h a t  th e y  t h i n k  were IL28s flown from 

HAINAN, down o f f  DA NANG, and back a g a in .  The 

C hiefs  have c o n s id e re d  c o u rses  of  a c t i o n ,  s i r .  

They c o n s id e re d  t h r e e :  th e  f i r s t ,  was a low 

l e v e l  type r e t a l i a t o r y  which would tak e  j u s t  the
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SEC McNAMARA: 

GEN BURCHINAL:

SEC McNAMARA:

GEN BURCHINAL:

PT base  a t  PHUC LOI and th e  o i l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  

I t  a t  VTNH. They a r e  a l l  In  th e  same a r e a .  The 

second ,  was to  take  the  two Swatow b ase s  so u th  of  

th e  2 0 th ,  p lu s  t h a t  e s t u a r y  which our I n t e l l i g e n c e  

says  th e s e  b o a t s  run  up In  th e  daytime - w i th  

armed r e c c e ,  and th e  two o i l .  The t h i r d ,  was to  

tak e  a l l  f i v e  of  th e  Swatow b a s e s ,  p lu s  the  

two o i l  s o u th  t h e r e ,  and HAIPHONG. They a re  

unanimously  ag reed  on th e  second course  of  a c t i o n .  

That s o u th  o f  th e  20 th  you would tak e  th e  Swatow 

b ase s  a t  PHUC LOI and QUANG KHE, and th e  e s t u a r y  

a t  LOC CHAO. With those  t h r e e  PT t a r g e t s  you 

would a l s o  tak e  th e  o i l  s t o r a g e s  a t  VINH and 

PHUC LOI. That i s  t h e i r  unanimous recommendation. 

What f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  do you have?

I  d o n ’t  have any e x c e p t  f o r  one i n t e r c e p t  t h a t  

came in  somewhat g a r b l e d  form t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  

one enemy b o a t  wounded and one enemy a i r p l a n e  

seen  f a l l i n g  from the  sky.

Would you c a l l  O l l i e  Sharp and f i n d  out  from him 

what h i s  l a t e s t  in f o rm a t io n  i s ?  Almost an hour  

has gone by s in c e  we l a s t  had a r e p o r t .  Has th e  

engagement b roken o f f ?  and,  i f  so ,  w i th  what 

r e s u l t s ?

The l a s t  I  had was t h a t  t h e r e  was no f u r t h e r  

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  engagement.  I ' l l  g e t  him r i g h t  

back  a g a in  . . .
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

SEC McNAMARA; 

GEN BURCHINAL;

SEC McNAMARA: I f  he d o e s n ' t  have any f u r t h e r  In fo rm a t io n , ask  

him to  r a d i o  to  th e  t a s k  f o r c e  and g e t  I t .

I  w i l l .

And then  c a l l  me h e re  over  a t  the  Mansion.

I  w i l l .

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP;

A r e c o r d i n g  - Gen B u rc h ln a l  to  Adm Sharp a t  1 :28 PM EDT 4 AUG 

GEN BURCHINAL; O l l l e ,  Mr. McNamara j u s t  c a l l e d  me from the

White House. W hat 's  your  very  l a t e s t  on the  

engagement?

The b e s t  we know Is  two sunk.

I ' v e  g iven  him t h a t .

We d o n ' t  know how many a r e  Invo lved  r e a l l y .  There 

i s  some I n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  one o f  our  a i r c r a f t  might 

have been h i t  b u t  t h a t  i s  J u s t  an I n d i c a t i o n ,  

n o th in g  e l s e .

He wanted to  know I f  you could  g e t  on the  r a d i o  

ou t  t h e r e  and f i n d  ou t  r e a l l y  what the  l a t e s t  I s .  

Has the  engagement b roken  o f f ?  There I s  one 

r e p o r t  we r e c e i v e d  which s a i d  t h a t  one of  our  

a i r c r a f t  was seen  f a l l i n g  I n t o  th e  s e a .

Yes. T h a t ' s  th e  one I  saw. You know what k ind  

t h a t  was.

Yes. I s  t h e r e  any way you can g e t  on th e  horn 

to  Moore and f i n d  ou t  what th e  s t a t u s  of 

engagement I s ?

GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL;
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

Yes, I ' l l  ho ld  on.

I t  w i l l  t ak e  some t im e .  No use in  h o ld in g  on, I  

w i l l  c a l l  you hack .

A l l  r i g h t .  He wants to  be c a l l e d  over  t h e r e  on the  

l a t e s t  s t a t u s  o f  engagement i f  you can g e t  any 

word.

Well ,  I  would say t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  had a r e p o r t  of  

any s h o o t in g  now - t h e r e  have been 13 to rp ed o es  

launched  a t  the  s h i p s .  None o f  them have h i t .

The a i r c r a f t  were a t t a c k i n g ,  and l e t  me s e e ,  a 

t o t a l  o f  12 to r p e d o e s ,  2 PTs d e s t r o y e d .  The 

TICONDEROGA a i r c r a f t  a r e  i l l u m i n a t i n g  and 

a t t a c k i n g .  The CONSTELLATION has a i r c r a f t  on 

th e  scene now, and a l s o  the  CONSTELLATION has 

f o u r  P - 4 ' s  up armed w i th  Sparrows as a CAP.

OK. When you g e t  th ro u g h ,  c a l l  me.

I ' l l  g e t  a n y th in g  I  can in  a d d i t i o n .

Thanks,  O l l i e .

Welcome.

I ' l l  see  I f  PACFLT has a c i r c u i t  open to  him.

A r e c o r d i n g  between Adm Sharp and Gen B u rc h in a l  a t  1 :59 PM EDT 4 AUG

ADM SHARP: Dave, we a r e n ' t  a b le  to  c o n t a c t  them by v o ic e .  

We have s e n t  a message sa y in g  e x p e d i t e  your  

SITREPS. The l a t e s t  t h i n g  we have i s  one from 

7 2 . 1  which says  he has reviewed the  a c t i o n  now, 

he s a i d ,  many o f  the  r e p o r t e d  c o n ta c t s  and 

to rp e d o e s  f i r e d  ap p ea r  d o u b t f u l .  Have you seen
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

No.

F re a k  w eather  e f f e c t s  on r a d a r  and o v e reag e r  

sonarmen may have accoun ted  f o r  many r e p o r t s .

No a c t u a l  v i s u a l  s i g h t i n g s  by MADDOX. Of 

c o u r s e ,  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  t ak e  a n y th in g  away from 

th e  o t h e r  d e s t r o y e r  and,  of  c o u r s e ,  we know t h a t  

t h e r e  has  been c o n ta c t s  because  we g o t  the  dope 

on th e  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  as  you know. So t h e r e  we 

a r e ,  and we c a n ' t  g e t  them by s i n g l e  s id e  band.

You d o n ' t  know w hether  th e  a i r  a t t a c k s  a re  

s t i l l  go ing  on o r  no t?

The l a t e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  I  have i s  t h a t  we have 

some A -Is  a i r b o r n e .  As f a r  as  we know, they  

s t i l l  have a i r c r a f t  up,  in  f a c t  I 'm  su re  they  

do.

Do you know i f  t h e y ' r e  a t t a c k i n g ,  engaging  o r  

no t?

No, th e  l a s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  we have were t h a t  th ey  

were I l l u m i n a t i n g  and i t  d i d n ' t  say  whether  they  

were a t t a c k i n g  o r  n o t ,  b u t  th ey  had f l a r e  s h ip s  up. 

Okay. Well ,  I ' l l  t e l l  Mr. McNamara t h i s ,  and 

i f  a n y th in g  e l s e  comes in  to  you . . .

I 'm  a f r a i d ' w h a t ' s  happened i s  t h a t  our P la s h

t h i s  one?
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

m essages have choked up the c i r c u i t .  I  have 

j u s t  t o ld  everybody to  knock o f f  u s in g  P la sh . 

That i s  from h e r e . That i s  th e  b e s t  I  can 

g iv e  you Dave, so r r y .

Okay. Many th an k s, O l l l e .

As soon as I  g e t  any more I  w i l l  l e t  you know. 

Thanks a l o t .

OK. Goodbye.

A re c o r d i n g  - Adm Sharp to  Gen B u rc h in a l  a t  2 :08  PM EDT 4 August

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

Dave. We have a more r e c e n t  one from 77•5*

He s a i d  t h r e e  PT 's  r e p o r t e d  sunk now. He 

t a l k s  abou t  th e  w ea th e r .  He says  w ea the r  over  

De Soto p a s t  t h r e e  hours  v a r i e d  800 to  3000 

b roken .  And I  d o n ' t  know m i le s  v i s i b i l i t y .  I t  

i s  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  which i s  hampering a i r c r a f t  in  

th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t a r g e t s .  And an EA-IB moved 

from a middle man p o s i t i o n  to  De Soto to  

a t t e m p t  to  v e c t o r  p la n e s  t o  c o n t a c t .  Two f 4 ' s  

a re  on the  s c e n e ,  and two a re  abou t  t o  launch .  

No to rp ed o  f i r i n g s  in  the  l a s t  15 m in u te s .

De Soto p a t r o l  r e p o r t s  no c o n t a c t s  on the  r a d a r  

s c r e e n .

And w h a t ’s th e  d a te  time group?

This  was 041732 Z.

T h a t ' s  abou t  1315 our  t im e ,  abou t  an hour  ago,  

th e  a t t a c k .
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN' BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

R ig h t .  OK, t h a t  w i l l  do i t .

OK.

Thank you.

I t  does appea r  now t h a t  a l o t  of  th e s e  to rp ed o es  

a t t a c k s  were to rp e d o e s  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  w a te r  

from th e  Sonarman, you s e e ,  and p ro b ab ly  a l o t  

of  them in a c c u r a t e  because  whenever they  g e t  

.keyed up on a t h in g  l i k e  t h i s  e v e r y t h in g  t hey 

h e a r  on th e  Sonar i s  a to rp e d o .

Y ou 're  p r e t t y  su re  t h e r e  was a to rp e d o  a t t a c k ?

No doubt abou t  t h a t ,  I  t h i n k .  No doubt about  

t h a t .  Oh, t h e r e  i s  one r e p o r t  h e re  t h a t  says  they  

t h i n k  t h a t  maybe one PT was sunk by a n o th e r  

PT. But t h a t ' s  - t h i s  i s  s t i l l  i n  the 

c o n j e c t u r e  s t a g e .

OK, w e l l  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  As f a r  as  we know then  

the  a i r c r a f t  a r e  s t i l l  a t t e m p t in g  to  m a in ta in  

c o n ta c t ?

They a r e  - th e y  d e f i n i t e l y  a r e  - r i g h t .

Thank you, O l l i e .

Welcome - Bye.

Not q u i t e  an hour a g o .

A r e c o r d i n g  -  Adm Mustin  t o  the  DDO f o r  O p e ra t io n s  B/Gen Smith 

a t  3 :34  PM EDT 4 AUG 

ADM MUSTIN: Bob -  Jim M i l l e r  i s  g e t t i n g  th e  ex ecu te
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DDO;

ADM MUSTIN;

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN; 

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN;

message typed up on t h i s  t h i n g .  I t s  go t  a few 

m o d i f i c a t i o n s  in  i t  from what I  d i s c u s s e d  w ith  

you, b u t  t h a t ' s  n e i t h e r  h e re  nor  t h e r e .  H e 's  

go ing  to  b r i n g  i t  up h e r e ,  and I 'm  going  to  take  

i t  i n t o  the  ta n k  f o r  the  C hiefs  to  look  a t  f i n a l l y  

b e f o r e  i t  goes .  When th e y  say i t ' s  ready  to  go, 

then  I  want i t  to  go on t h a t  open l i n e  which I  

t r u s t  you a r e  s t i l l  h o ld in g .

We've J u s t  s e n t  them a l i t t l e  message to  check 

i t  o u t  and th ey  a r e  J u s t  b r i n g i n g  the  message 

back .  They "Rogered" f o r  the  one I  s e n t .

OK. I ' v e  J u s t  been t a l k i n g  to  Adm Sharp on 

the  phone and he knows t h i s  i s  expec ted  

m om entar i ly  and he may c a l l  back f o r  i t ,  so 

keep your tap e  c u t t e r s  and w ha tever  e l s e  you 

need r i g h t  t h e r e  ready  to  r o l l .

I  t o l d  him th e  J o i n t  C h iefs  were in  s e s s i o n  and 

t h a t  we would have something f o r  him s h o r t l y .  

R i g h t o .

A l l  r i g h t , s i r .

OK.

A r e c o r d i n g  - Adm Sharp to  Gen B u rc h in a l  a t  4 :4 0  PM EDT 4 AUG 

ADM SHARP: H i,  Dave.

GEN BURCHINAL: The message i s  up in  SECDEF's o f f i c e  now.

We shou ld  have i t  on the  w ire  to  you d i r e c t l y .  

ADM SHARP: I  t a l k e d  to  him j u s t  a few m inu tes  ago and he
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

s a i d  w h a t ' s  th e  dope, and I  t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  s t i l l  a s l i g h t  amount o f  doub t .

As to  whether  he a c t u a l l y  had one o r  no t?

So he s a i d  what do you t h i n k ,  and I  s a i d  I  had 

t o l d  Moore abou t  a h a l f  hour  b e f o r e  t h a t  we had 

to  g e t  some d e f i n i t e  in fo rm a t io n  from th e s e  

c h a r a c t e r s  ou t  t h e r e  and h e ’s gone ou t  f o r  i t .

1 t o l d  him I  th o u g h t  we would have i t  w i th in

2 h o u r s .

One r e p o r t  s a i d  no q u e s t io n  o f  t h a t  th ey  were 

i l l u m i n a t e d  and had guns f i r e d  a t  them.

Yes. We have a n o th e r  one he re  which I  am J u s t  

c a l l i n g  your a t t e n t i o n  to  now.

E a s t  11 f i r e s .

Hmmmmmmm?

The one -  t h e r e  was abou t  - -  w e l l  - 

No, t h i s  one s a i d  c e r t a i n  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  ambush 

was b o n a f i d e . D e t a i l s  o f  a c t i o n  f o l lo w in g  p r e s e n t  

a c o n fu s in g  p i c t u r e .  Have in t e rv i e w e d  w i tn e s s e s  

who made p o s i t i v e  v i s u a l  s i g h t i n g s . Have you 

seen  t h a t  one?

No.

Of c o c k p i t  l i g h t s  o r  s i m i l a r  p a s s in g  n e a r  MADDOX. 

You h a v e n ' t  seen  t h a t  one?

No.
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL:' 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

H a sn 't g o t in  y e t .

This  I s  04l848 from CTG 7 2 .1 .  T h a t ' s  th e  l a t e s t  

t h i n g  we have .  I t  looks  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n .  But 

anyway. I 'm  to  c a l l  him and t e l l  him.

The m inute you g e t  an answer?

Yes - and w e're  not to  go u n t i l  we are  c o n fid e n t  

th a t  we have had o n e .

You t h i n k  you can launch  by seven?

Y es, I  th in k  s o . I t ' l l  be t i g h t .

W ell. T his  i s  . . .

And th e  id ea  b e in g  on ly  to  ----

But i t  may be J u st  as w e l l  to  w a it /a n  hour or  so

ADM SHARP:

i f  we have t o ,  to  be c e r ta in .

And th e  o n ly  one o f  course i s  th e  one major go 

a t  th e se  p la c e s ,  e x c e p t  fo r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

th e  r ec ce  which may be co n tin u ed .

W ell, t h a t ' s  new -  now I  was f ig u r in g  on a r e c y c le ,  

i f  n e c e s s a r y .

Oh - w e l l  i f  i t ' s  on an a s -n e c e s s a r y  b a s i s ,  I  

th in k  t h a t ' s  p robab ly  OK.

Y es, b ecau se  th e r e  were q u ite  a few  -  

You g e t  r e p o r ts  on some s o f t  s t u f f  th a t  th ey  

d id n 't  g e t ,  and th e r e  i s  som ething to  go 

back a g a in .

Yes -  w e l l  -  t h a t ' s  r ig h t .  E s p e c ia l ly  on VINH.

34

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

Yes - th a t  one you put enough on i n i t i a l l y  to  

r e a l ly  c le a n  i t  up and i f  . . .

W ell -  -we're g o in g  a f t e r  so many p la c e s  a t  o n ce , 

th a t  i t  lo o k s l ik e  a redo would have to  be on one 

o f  th e s e .

And th a t  would p robab ly  be th e  b e s t .

Y es.

I f  you can make th a t  north ern  one a one go, i t  

would be b e t t e r  to o .

R ig h t , r ig h t .  I  a g r e e .

B ecause o f  the r e a c t io n  p o s s i b i l i t y .

Y es, and I  t o ld  them a r ec ce  i s  f e a s i b l e  so  th a t  

we d o n 't  n e c e s s a r i ly  have to  go up th e r e . I  

j u s t  want to  c a l l  your a t t e n t io n  to  th a t  one 

m essage which in d ic a t e s  . . .  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .

OK - w e l l ,  w e ' l l  w a it f o r  your c a l l  back on 

the c o n firm a tio n  r o u t in e ,  then  w e ' l l  have the  

o p era to r  r o l l .

OK.

Thanks, O l l i e  -  Bye.

Hey, Dave, t e l l  Dave MacDonald th a t  he was about 

r ig h t  on 70 t o t a l .

On both?

T h a t's  70 fo r  the two o f  them. Not 70 ea ch . 

R ig h t. R ig h t. OK.

OK. R ig h t .  Goodbye. Thank you .
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A recording!; - Col Jones  In  th e  JCS co n fe rence  room to  the  NMCC 

P a c i f i c  Desk, Cdr Hattaway,  a t  3 ;00  PM EDT 4 AUG

CDR HATTAWAY; 

COL JONES:

CDR HATTAWAY: 

COL JONES;

CDR HATTAWAY: 

COL JONES:

CDR HATTAWAY: 

COL JONES:

H e l lo ,  This  Is  Cdr Hattaway on th e  Pac Desk.

This  I s  Col J o n e s ,  I 'm  up a t  th e  Gold Room. The 

C h ie fs  would l i k e  to  g e t  th e  f o r e c a s t e r s  t o  g ive  

us a f o r e c a s t  of  th e  w ea the r  as o f  O7 OO l o c a l  

time ou t  a t  the  t a r g e t  a r e a .

F o r e c a s t  as  of  O7 OO?

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  ou t  t h e r e  abou t  2 hours  from now. 

OK, a l l  r i g h t .

Over th e  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  and we would l i k e  the  

In f o rm a t io n  up h e re  as  soon as  you g e t  I t .

A l l  r i g h t .

Thank you.

A r e c o r d i n g  -  Adm Sharp  to  Gen B u rc h in a 1 a t  5-23  PM EDT 4 AUG

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

Dave, r e f e r e n c e  DIRNSA 04l933Z.

Y es .

Have you seen  I t ?

No. Well ,  I 'm  no t  s u re  I  have .

Well ,  h e re  now th e y  came ou t  d e f i n i t e l y  and 

s a i d  th e y  s a c r i f i c e d  two s h ip s  and th e  r e s t  

a re  ok.

Oh, y e s ,  we've seen  t h a t .  I  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  

w he ther  th e y  meant s h i p s .  They s a i d  comrades.

No, no, I  remember t h a t  one.  This  was a d i f f e r e n t
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

one. Now t h i s  i s  where th ey  say th e y  s a c r i f i c e d  

two s h i p s  and a l l  th e  r e s t  a r e  ok. You h a v e n ’t  

seen  t h a t  one?

No.

I  j u s t  g o t  i t .  You ought to  look  a t  i t  because  

t h i s  p in s  i t  down b e t t e r  th a n  an y th in g  so f a r .  

I n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e y  were ou t  t h e r e  on b u s i n e s s ,  

huh?

Oh, y e s .  Very d e f i n i t e l y .

OK.

They th o u g h t  t h a t  they  s h o t  down a couple  of 

p l a n e s .  Now we a l s o  have one from 7 th  F l e e t  

r e c a p p in g  and he says  t h a t  TURNER JOY r e p o r t s  

tw o .

Yes - we g o t  t h a t .

And

SECDEP i s  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  the  e v id e n c e .

He i s ,  hiih?

Yes.

Well ,  now - I 'm  w a i t i n g  f o r  one more from the  

TURNER JOY. We're e x p e c t in g  one more. And 

a c t u a l l y  I 'm  s a t i s f i e d  to o .  But th e n  a n o th e r  

t h i n g .  Now t h i s  t h i n g  i s  coming o ^ f  a t  2000 your 

t i m e .

Y es.
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ADM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

B ecause w e're  sh o o tin g  on GOLF tim e. Now we were 

u s in g  -  HOTEL tim e In our m essage, but w e're  g o in g  

to  change i t .  Tom used GOLF in  h i s .

So i t ' s  2000 our tim e.

R ig h t.

OK.

Now I  th in k  I ' l l  g iv e  you a c a l l  p r e t ty  soon -  

I ' l l  t a lk  w ith  Mr. McNamara p r e t t y  q u ick .

H e's r ig h t  h ere  w ith  u s .

OK -  w e l l  -  I'm  w a it in g  fo r  one more m essage then  

I ' l l  g iv e  you th e  dope.

Thank you , O l l i e .

OK -  goodbye.

Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n . Admiral M ustin to  th e  DDO NMCC G eneral Smith  

a t  5 :2 9  PM, EDT, 4 August.

ADM MUSTIN:

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN:

Bob, th e r e  i s  a ga in  t h i s  c o n fu s io n  about what tim e  

i t  i s  in  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin. I  w ish  you 'd  g e t  on 

th a t  T e le ty p e  c i r c u i t  or  som ething and g e t  t h i s  

s tr a ig h te n e d  out once and f o r  a l l .  We want to  know 

n ot o n ly  what tim e do th e y  keep in  S a ig o n , but we 

a l s o  want to  know what tim e th o se  c a r r ie r s  are  

k eep in g  a t  se a  up th e r e  in  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin, in  

c a se  th e r e  i s  any d i f f e r e n c e .

Y es, s i r ,  th e r e  should  be no. . .

There seems to  be some c o n fu s io n  w hether we have 

a 12 hour d i f f e r e n c e ,  11 hour d i f f e r e n c e ,  or what
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GEN SMITH: 

ADM MUSTIN:

we have; and we want to  know, and we want to  know 

r ig h t  h ere  in  th e  tank  r ig h t  now. So put somebody 

thro\agh on a w ire th a t  w i l l  go through f o r  su r e , 

l i k e  to  CINCPAC’s War Room, and ask  him to  check  

a l i t t l e  fu r th e r  to  r e s o lv e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

d if f e r e n c e s  betw een w h a t's  k ep t in  S a ig o n , which may 

be an a r t i f i c i a l  t im e , and what tim e th e  c a r r ie r s  

are k e e p in g , and l e t  u s know back h e r e , and u se  

w hatever i t  ta k e s  to  g e t  thro\igh a t  th e  desk .

I ' l l  do th a t .

R igh to .

Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n , th e  Deputy D ir e c to r  fo r  O peration  G eneral Smith  

to  G eneral McCutcheon a t  5 i3 3  PM, EDT, 4 August.

GEN SMITH:

GEN McCUTCHEON:

T his i s  Smith a t  th e  NMCC. I  have j u s t  had a c a l l  

from Admiral M ustin ou t a t  th e  tank and a p p a ren tly  

a b ig  d is c u s s io n  has come up over  th e  im te in  th e  

Bay o f  Tonkin th a t  you CVA's are  c a r r y in g , as  

opposed to  th e  tim e in  S a ig o n . Gan you s tr a ig h te n  

t h i s  ou t f o r  me?

T h a t's  c o r r e c t .  We had to ld  CINCPACPLT in  our 

m essage to  gO) on HOTEL tim e , but th e y  had p r e 

v io u s ly  gone out to  7 th  f l e e t  and used GOLF tim e. 

The p a r t ic u la r  r e a l  e s t a t e  in  q u e s t io n  i s  about 

halfw ay  betw een GOLF and HOTEL. R e a liz in g  th a t  

th e y  can u se  th a t  e x tr a  hou r. Admiral Sharp has

to ld  them to  p lan  on u s in g  GOLF tim e. That would
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make i t  2000 W ashington tim e i f  i t  comes o f f  as  

sch ed u led .

2000 a t  Saigon  tim e would be waht, 1900?

N eg a tiv e  -  2000 W ashington tim e .

2000 W ashington tim e . I am w ith  you.

That would be l4 0 0  here in  H onolulu and would be 

0700 out th e r e .

0700 ou t th e r e . A lr ig h t  now. I f  th e y  u se  th e  

HOTEL tim e what tim e would i t  be?

W ell, i f  th e y  went on HOTEL tim e i t  would be one 

hour e a r l i e r ;  i t  would be 1900 W ashington tim e. 

R ight and O6OO out th e r e . R ight? , '

N e g a tiv e . I f  th e y  went on O7OO HOTEL i t  would be
1 - T - ^

1900 in  W ashington. I f  th e y  go on O7OO GOLF 

i t  would be 2000 in  W ashington.

GEN SMITH: OK, I  am w ith  you. T h at’ s f i n e .  OK, I ' l l  c a l l

th a t  in t o  them. Thank you e v er  so much.

Recorded co n v e rsa tio n , Admiral Sharp to  G eneral B u rch in a l a t  5 0 9  PM,

GEN McCUTCHEON: 

GEN SMITH:

GEN McCUTCHEON:

GEN SMITH:

GEN McCUTCHEON:

GEN SMITH:

GEN McCUTCHEON:

GEN SMITH:

EDT, 4 Aiogust. 

ACM SHARP:

GEN' BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

AEM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

H i, Dave.

Yes -  I  read th a t  m essage you r e fe r e n c e d .

Good.

I n d ic a te s  th e r e  may be some o th e r  a c t i v i t y  under 

way.

W ell -

They sa id  in  th e  m essage th a t  th e y  were -  

They were c a r r y in g  ou t th e  hunt.
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ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

k m  SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

A m  SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

k m  SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

R ight -  Now I  j u s t  wanted to  be su re  th a t  we under

sto o d  each o th e r  on t h i s  a s  to  th e  tim e th a t  w i l l  

be laun ch  tim e.

At 0700 l o c a l ,  

i ^ h t .

Launch tim e -  t h a t ' s  r ig h t .

Y es.

Now -  we were h av in g  an argument h ere  w ith  th e  

c lo c k s  a g a in . We're on e a s te r n  d a y lig h t  -  Saigon  

i s  12 hours -  i s  t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  than Saigon?  

A ccording to  our c lo c k  h ere y o u 'r e  on Queen tim e. 

What tim e i s  i t  th e re  now?

R ight now a t  h ere i t  i s  5 :^ 0  -  1740.

R ight -  t h a t ' s  r ig h t  -  and we check on th a t .  And 

i f s  4 :4 0  in  th e  m orning.

In th a t  l o c a l  a r e a , n o t in  S a igon .

No, no. I t ' s  S a ig o n 's .  T h ey 're  on a s p e c ia l  tim e. 

Yes.

4 :4 0 .

OK.

So w e 're  checked . We g o t  you on, r ig h t?

R igh t.

OK, Dave -  I  J u st wanted to  check -  I'm  s t i l l  

w a it in g  f o r  one more.

Did you g e t  th a t  o th e r  word on p o s s ib le  th in g s  from  

th e  North moving down?
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GEN BURCHINAL:

A m  SHARP;

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

AIM SHARP:

NSA s t u f f  a g a in . I  h a v e n 't  seen  i t .  I  J u st heard  

a r e p o r t . There i s  a r e p o r t  th a t  some s t u f f  

from  th e  n orth  -  n orth  -  n orth  would move in to  th e  

n o r th . . .

You mean a ir ?

Chi s t u f f ,  y e s ,  in t o  D ien B ien .

No, I  h a v e n 't  seen  th a t  one.

W e 'll keep an eye ou t f o r  i t  and be su re .

OK, Dave.

OK, O l l i e .

C a ll you la t e r .

No, I  d o n 't  b e l i e v e  I  d id .

Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n . Admiral Sharp to  G eneral B u rch in a l a t  6 :0 7  PM,

EDT, 4 August. 

ADMIRAL SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

Am SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

Hey, Dave. A cou p le  th in g s  h e r e . I 'v e  been  

w a it in g  fo r  an o th er  one from TURNER JOY but she  

keeps p a s s in g  them thro\igh  7 7 .5  and he in t e r p r e t s  

in s te a d  o f  sen d in g  u s th e  th in g , but I'm  s a t i s f i e d  

m y se lf .

We a r e , to o . There w i l l  be no change.

A lr ig h t .  Now a co u p le  th in g s  -  

Y ou've g o t  th e  m essage th a t  sa y s  go?

We have i t .  And t h a t ' s  i t ,  huh? I s  th a t  a g r ee a b le  

w ith  SECDEP?

He was s i t t i n g  th e r e  l i s t e n i n g  and he sa y s h e 's  

s a t i s f i e d .

OK, OK.
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GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

AEM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ACM SHARP;

GEN BURCHINAL;

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP;

He c o n s id e r s  y o u 'r e  on th e  highw ay, f r ie n d .

He wanted me to  c a l l  him and -  

I  d id n ' t  r e a l i z e  I t .

You've been r e la y in g .

Y es. He was In  th e  m eetin g  w ith  th e  C h ie fs  a l l  

th e  tim e you were c a l l i n g .  I  was r e la y in g . H e's  

s a t i s f i e d  and he c o n s id e r s  th a t  th e  show I s  on 

th e  road.

W ell, you t e l l  him th a t  I'm g o in g  sihead.

T h a t's  c o r r e c t .

Two th in g s  now; su p p r e ss iv e  f i r e  I s  p a r t o f  t h i s  

game, r ig h t ?

There I s  no q u e s t io n  In my mind about th a t .  

A lr ig h t ,  I 'v e  to ld  CINCPACPLT th a t  su p p r e ss iv e  

f i r e  I s  p a rt o f  th e  game.

Where you have I d e n t i f i e d  p o s i t io n s  th a t  may 

I n t e r f e r e  w ith  your f o r c e s ,  c le a n  them up on th e  

way In .

R ig h t. Now th e  p r e s s  should  n o t g e t  t h i s  s to r y

a t  1900 your tim e .

We are  c o g n iza n t o f  th a t  and w i l l  p robab ly  n o t -  

we w i l l  In su re  th a t  n o th in g  comes ou t h ere  u n t i l  

we know th a t  y o u 'r e  o f f  t a r g e t .

A lr ig h t .  T h a t's  g o in g  to  be 2100 your tim e.

We're making p la n s  to  have I t  l a t e .

W ell, I  n o t ic e  th a t  th e r e  I s  g o in g  to  be a m eeting  

a c r o s s  th e  r iv e r .
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gen BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN,BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

AOyi SHARP:

I t ' s  g o in g  on r ig h t  now, but n o th in g ;s  coming out 

o f  I t  a t  th e  moment. They w i l l  d e la y  th a t  u n t i l  

th e y  are  su re th a t  th e re  I s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

anyone rea d in g  I t .

OK. I'm g o in g  to  t e l l  CINCPACPLT to  GO.

A lr ig h t  -  Now -  One th in g  your s t a f f  m ight be 

th in k in g  o f ,  O l l l e  -  We have In hand, a s e r i e s  o f
*

a c t io n s  out o f  37^ o f  a l e r t s  and deploym ents to  

^ u lld  up th e  p o s tu r e  In th e  area  and Improve our 

a b i l i t y  to  r e a c t .  I f  th ey  c le a r  th a t  a c r o ss  th e  

way, th e y  w i l l  send I t  to  you and I t  w i l l  b r in g  In  

n ot o n ly  your f o r c e s ,  but some o u ts id e  on es. And 

I t  w i l l  ask  you fo r  any o th e r s  you n eed , to  put 

a peak p o stu r e  ou t th e r e . And you p eo p le  m ight 

be th in k in g  o f  I t .  We're u s in g  37 a s  th e  b a s i s .  

But th e y  can go on from th e r e  and an yth in g  th e y  

th in k  th e y  need . So th o se  w i l l  be both  a l e r t s  

and dep loym ents.

OK -  I'm  n ot g o in g  to  c a l l  you a g a in  on t h i s  -  

t h i s  I s  my t e l l i n g  you th a t  I'm g o in g  to  e x e c u te .  

T his I s  my t e l l i n g  you th a t  t h a t ' s  our under

sta n d in g  h ere  f ir m ly .

OK.

P in e , O l l l e .

Thank y o u , Dave. Goodbye.
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Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n , NMCC PAG desk to  th e  CINCPAC P/O a t  7 - 5 9  PM,

EDT, 4 A ugust. 

LCOL LINDSEY: 

CDR HATTAWAY:

LCOL LINDSEY: 

GEN WISMAN: 

LCOL LINDSEY: 

GEN WISMAN:

LCOL LINDSEY: 

GEN WISMAN: 

LCOL LINDSEY: 

GEN WISMAN: 

LCOL LINDSEY: 

GEN WISMAN:

LCOL LINDSEY: 

CDR HATTAWAY:

LCOL LINDSEY: 

CDR HATTAWAY:

LCOL LINDSEY: 

CDR HATTAWAY;

T h is I s  Commander H attaway, NMCC.

Some o f  th e  w h ee ls  are  concerned about t h i s  CTG 

7 7 .6 's  141759Z.

Let me g e t  i t  -  J u st a m inu te.

H attaway, you g o t  th e  PAC d/O  th ere?

Yes s i r e ,  on.

OK, now what we need i s  th e  o f f - t im e s ,  numbers and 

ty p e s  ASAP.

Y es, s i r .

You g o t  an y th in g  y e t?

Not a th in g .

OK,now y o u ' l l  come through on th e  KY 9  ̂ r ig h t?

Y es, s i r .

OK, and th e  NMCC h ere I s  supposed to  have a c i r c u i t  

open fo r  you , a h o t l i n e ,  so  you can come r ig h t  

up on th e  KY 9 and g e t  I t  In here to  .us.

OK. I  have th a t  one.

They want to  make su re t h i s  has no r e la t io n  to  

th e  c u rren t o p e r a tio n .

T h a t's  c o r r e c t .

T h is I s  J u st some CAP or e f f o r t  a g a in s t  th e  

e a r l i e r  a t ta c k .

Y es, s i r .

T h a t's  th e  way you read I t ,  too?
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LCOL LINDSEY: Y es, s i r .

CDR HATTAWAY: Thank you v ery  much. Goodbye.

Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n . G eneral W heeler to  G eneral B u rch ln a l a t  8 :05  

PM, EDT, 4 A ugust.

GENERAL WHEELER: Dave? Anything happening?

We're s ta n d in g  by w ith  a c le a r  l i n e .  Have heard  

n o th in g  y e t .

OK. W ell, I'm  in  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  o f f i c e ,  th e  o u te r  

o f f i c e .  I f  you g e t  any word, p a ss  th e  word to  me. 

They can c a l l  me to  th e  phone. I'm  in  th e  c a b in e t  

room, a c t u a l ly .

I  w i l l  In deed .

OK, Dave. Goodbye.

GEN BURCHINAL:

GEN WHEELER:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

GEN WHEELER:

Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n . S e c r e ta r y  McNsunara to  Admiral Sharp a t  8 :3 9  

PM, EDT, 4 A ugust.

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

AEM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

O l l i e ,  vihat have you heard about th e  launch?

We have n o t heard y e t ,  s i r .  I  th in k  what probab ly  

w i l l  happen w i l l  be th a t  th e y  w i l l  g iv e  u s a 

c o o rd in a ted  r ep o r t when th e  launch i s  com p leted . 

C an't you r a d io  out to  them and ask  them w hether  

th e y  are  ta k in g  o f f ,  and i f  n o t , when th e y  p lan  

to  ta k e  o f f?

Y es, s i r .  I ' l l  ti*y i t .

I t ' s  f o r t y  m in u tes a f t e r  th e  ordered tim e o f  tak e  

o f f .
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ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

A m  SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

I  th in k  what t h e y 'r e  p robab ly  doin g  i s  p lan n in g  

on g iv in g  u s a co o rd in a ted  ta k e  o f f  r e p o r t , which  

th e y  do a t  th e  com p letion  o f  ta k e  o f f .

>  t ' s  g e t  an iiranediate sta tem en t from them i f  we 

can . P art o f  th e  problem  h ere  i s  J u st hanging on 

t h i s  new s, you s e e .  The P r e s id e n t has to  make a 

sta tem en t to  th e  p e o p le  and I  am h o ld in g  him back  

from making i t ,  but w e 're  f o r t y  m inu tes p a s t  th e
I
I tim e I  t o ld  him we would laxinch. _ __ 

A lr ig h t . I  w i l l  have CINCPACPLT, who has a d ir e c t  

l i n e  to  them, s e e  i f  he can r a is e  an answer from  

them.

How lon g  w i l l  i t  ta k e  them a f t e r  lavinch to  g e t  

o ver  th e  ta r g e t s ?

W ell, i t ' s  g o in g  to  ta k e  some o f  them a l i t t l e  over  

an hour.

I  d o n 't  th in k  we need worry -  How soon w i l l  th e  

f i r s t  ones be over  ta r g e t?

We d o n 't  have th e  p lan  o f  t h e i r  lau n ch . Now, i f  

th ey  l e t  them a l l  go a t  o n ce , which th ey  may do, 

then  o f  cou rse  th ey  w i l l  h i t  th e  sou th ern  t a r g e t s  

q u ite  q u ic k ly .

See i f  you can f in d  out when th ey  are  la iin ch in g  and 

when you th in k  t h e i r  f i r s t  f l i g h t s  w i l l  be over  

t a r t e t s .
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MR. MCNAMARA:

AEM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

Very good. And th en  j u s t  c a l l  me back d i r e c t ly ,  

w i l l  be in  ray o f f i c e .

A ll  r ig h t ,  s i r .  Thank you.

A ll  r ig h t ,  O l l i e .  I  a p p r e c ia te  i t .

Y es, s i r .  Bye.

A ll  r i g h t ,  s i r .

Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n . Admiral Sharp to  S e c r e ta r y  McNamara a t  9 :0 9

PM, EDT, 4 August. 

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

Am  SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

McNanara.

T h is i s  O l l i e ,  S ir .

Y es, O l l i e .

I  J u s t  g o t  one from one c a r r ie r .

Yes.

He may be ta lk in g  f o r  both  o f  them b ecau se  he i s  

th e  s e n io r  one. And he s a y s , "Time o f  launch  i s  

g o in g  to  be 0 2 0 0 Z ," which means n ot f o r  an o th er  50 

m in u tes. In o th e r  w ords, th e y  c o u ld n 't  make th e  

tim e.

Oh, my God.

And l a s t  tim e over  ta r g e t  w i l l  be 0400.

0400.

0400Z.

L e t 's  se e  -  0400Z, which would mean. . .

Which would mean th r e e  h ou rs.

E leven  o 'c lo c k .  Three hours from now.

Y es, s i r .
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MR. MCNAMARA: 

Am  SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

AEM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

That i s  th e  l a s t  one over  ta r g e t .

What i s  th e  f i r s t  over  ta r g e t?

W ell, th e  f i r s t  one would be about O3OO. He gave  

t h i s  one TOT, which cou ld  mean th a t  he i s  tr y in g  

to  make a c o o rd in a ted  a t ta c k . But you se e  what 

happened, t h i s  com p ression  o f  tim e has g o t  him and 

he has had to  d e la y  h i s  lau n ch .

W ell, now, l e t ' s  g e t  c le a r .  H is tim e o f  launch  

i s  f i f t y  m in u tes from now?

T h a t’ s r ig h t ,  y e s ,  s i r .

Which would make i t  te n  PM W ashington tim e.

That i s  r ig h t .  Y es, s i r .  And th e  TOT would be 

m id n ig h t, your tim e.

Two hours?

Y es, s i r .

I s  i t  two hours to  th e  c l o s e s t  ta r g e t?

We assijme th a t  th a t  meant th e  l a s t  TOT.

A lr ig h t ,  what i s  th e  f i r s t  TOT fo r  te n  PM W ashington  

launch?

I  d o n 't  know y e t .  We are tr y in g  to  g e t  an am p li

fy in g  r e p o r t . But a s  I  say  he cou ld  be making a 

c o o rd in a ted  a t ta c k , which would mean th a t  he would 

t r y  to  g e t  them a l l  over  a t  th e  same tim e , you see?  

How s e r io u s  do you th in k  would be a P r e s id e n t ia l  

sta tem en t about th e  tim e o f  launch  th a t  would say

And t h a t  i s  o v e r  t a r g e t ?
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AIM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

t h i s ,  "At t h i s  moment a i r  a c t io n  I s  now In ex ecu 

t io n  a g a in s t  gun b o a ts  and su p p o rtin g  f a c i l i t i e s  

In and near fo u r  p o r ts  o f  North Vietnam  which have 

been used In support o f  h o s t i l e  o p era tio n s" ?

I  d o n 't  th in k  I t  would be good , s i r .  F rankly . 

B ecause I t  w i l l  a l e r t  them. No doubt about I t .  

They w i l l  be a le r te d  as soon a s th e s e  p la n e s  

s t a r t  coming In to  th e  c o a s t .

W ell. They w on 't know where th ey  are g o in g . You 

s e e .  Of c o u r se , th ey  are  g o in g  to  be a le r te d  as

soon a s th ey  g e t  In th e  a i r  becau se  hSTEJHN I s  g o in g  

to  p ic k  them up and so  w i l l  th e  o th e r  p e o p le . But 

th e y  w on 't know where th ey  are  g o in g . I t  w ou ld n 't  

recommend I t .  I  am so rry  we c a n 't  g e t  I t  (̂ ’oo '^ny

f a s t e r ,  but I  know what would happen.

Sure.

I t ' s  a com p ression  a l l  a lo n g  th e  l i n e ,  you know, 

and com m unications tak e  tim e.

A lr ig h t . Keep me Inform ed a s th e  n ig h t  g o es  by. 

Y es, s i r .  Sure w i l l .

Thank you.

Y es, s i r .  Goodbye.

Recorded c o n v e r s a t io n . Admiral Sharp to  S e c r e ta r y  McNamara a t  9 :22  

PM, EDT, 4 A ugust.

MR. MCNAMARA: McNamara.

Am  SHARP: S ir ,  t h i s  I s  O l l l e  a g a in .
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MR. MCNAMARA;

AEM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

AEM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

AEM SHARP:

Y es, O l l l e .

We have some in d ic a t io n s ,  in  a ch a n n el, you know, 

th a t  we c a n 't  t a lk  a b ou t, th a t  th e s e  PTs are go in g  

in  c lo s e  to  th e  sh ore  and th ey  are  to ld  to  s ta y  

c la s e  and th ey  are  g o in g  in t o  th e s e  v a r io u s  

e s t u a r ie s .  T h is b r in g s  up t h i s  th r e e  m ile  p ro 

h ib i t io n .  S e e , we are g o in g  in  to  h i t  th e s e  

v a r io u s  p la c e s  but vje s t i l l  have to  s ta y  o u ts id e  

o f  th r e e  m ile s ;  o th e r w is e , and i t  lo o k s  a s  thoiigh  

we are  g iv in g  them a th r e e  m ile  sa c tu a r y  which th ey  

are a lr e a d y  ta k in g  advantage o f .  Of c o u r se , th ey  

w ou ld n 't know i t  but what th e y  are  doing i s  g e t t in g  

in  c lo s e  to  t r y  to  h id e . T h is i s  a . . . W ell, I  

am n o t su re  th a t  you are on t h i s  one.

Y es, I  am on i t .

But on th a t  p a r t ic u la r  m essage?

W ell, no , but I  know b a s i c a l ly  what you are  ta lk in g  

ab ou t.

Then I  would s u g g e s t , s i r ,  th a t .  . .

I  th in k  we have enough on our hands a t  th e  moment, 

O ll i e .  L e t 's  J u st s ta y  w ith  th e  t a r g e t s  we have 

and s t r ik e  th o se  and worry about th e  th r e e  m ile  

l im i t  l a t e r .

W ell, I  was J u st concerned th a t  we are  apt to  run 

th e s e  th in g s  in  c lo s e  and th en  w on 't be a b le  to  

do a n y th in g  about i t .
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MR. MCNAMARA;

Am  SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA; 

k m  SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA;

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA;

W ell, I  th in k  th a t  I s  r ig h t ,  but th e  ord ers are  to  

h i t  th o se  t a r g e t s  and as I  understand  i t ,  you w i l l  

u se  your whole fo r c e  fo r  th a t .

Y es, s i r .  We w i l l  have a . . .

We d o n 't  need to  f i g h t  in  th e  th r e e  m ile  l im i t .  

W ell, h ere  i s  what I  a n t ic ip a t e  i s  g o in g  to  happen. 

That some o f  th e  ones down sou th  w i l l  p rob ab ly  be 

v a ca n t. There p robab ly  w on 't be anybody th e r e  

b ecau se  I  th in k  th e y  are  up a l i t t l e  fa r th e r  

North and we w i l l  f in d  them up th e r e  in  c lo s e  to  

th e  b each , I  th in k . They w i l l  have had tim e to  

g e t  th e r e ,  you s e e . I  th in k  th a t  i s  what we are  

g o in g  to  run in t o .  However, th a t  i s .  . .

I  would th in k  th a t  th e  a i r c r a f t  g o in g  in  on th e se  

i n i t i a l  s t r i k e s ,  th e  ones you are  la u n ch in g  now or  

w i l l  launch  s h o r t ly  a g a in s t  th e  b a s e s , cou ld  be 

a u th o r iz ed  to  a t ta c k  th e s e  v e s s e l s  where e v e r  th ey  

f in d  them.

That i s  what I  th in k  to®, s i r .

That i s  a l r i g h t .  You go ahead and in s t r u c t  them  

to  th a t ;  but a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  s t r i k e ,  I  mean 

a f t e r  you have launched your f i r s t  wave and th e y  

come back to  th e  s h ip s ,  th en  th e  p a t r o ls  shou ld  

a t ta c k  o n ly  o u ts id e  th e  th r e e  m ile  l im i t .  Buzz 

W heeler and Cy Vance are  h ere  and a l l  are  nodding  

t h e i r  h ead s.
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MR. MCNAMARA: 

Am SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP:

So th a t  means th a t  on th e  way In .

Go ahead.

Go ahead and a t ta c k  any p la c e  you f in d  them  

A lr ig h t ,  s i r ,  I  w i l l  t e l l  them th a t .

Very good. Thanks. Get them o f f  thoiigh , O l l le  -  

That I s  th e  main th in g .

S ir ?

Get them o f f ,  th a t  I s  th e  main th in g .

We w i l l  g e t  them o f f .

Good n ig h t .

Good n ig h t ,  s i r .

A lr ig h t ,  s i r .

Recorded c o n v e r sa t io n . S e c r e ta r y  McNamara to  Admiral Sharp a t  10:26  

PM, EDT, 4 A ugust.

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

Am SHARP:

Sharp.

Bob McNamara. Have we had any word th a t  th ey  have 

launched?

No, s i r .  We h a v en ’t ,  a lth ou gh  I  am su re  th e  one 

o u t f i t  g o in g  to  g o , or  has gone a t  OgOO, I  am 

q u ite  su re . The o th e r  on e, how ever, t h i s  I s  th e  

one th a t  came down from th e  N orth , you know —

Y es.

-  and a ls o  I s  ta k in g  th e  t a r g e t s  th a t  are  f a r t h e s t  

away. She I s  n ot g o in g  to  laun ch  u n t i l  13OO t h e ir  

t im e , w ith  th e  slow  a i r c r a f t .  And then  she I s  g o in g  

to  launch th e  o th e r s  a t  1430. A pparently  she I s
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MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA;

ADM SHARP:

MR; MCNAMARA: 

ATM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA;

n o t a b le  to  g e t  in  p o s i t io n  in  tim e. That i s  

t h e i r  tim e . Two and one h a l f  hours from now, she  

la u n ch es one s e t  and th e  o th e r  s e t  a fo u r  hours 

from now. You g o t  t h a t ,  s ir ?

Y es.^ M ^ y God.

Here i s  th e  problem , she i s  coming down from th e  

North and she had th e  f a r t h e s t  North ta r g e t s  

so  she had to  come down around th a t  p la c e ,  you know. 

Y es.

And in  ord er to  g e t  in  th e r e ,  she had to  u se  a 

good many o f  h er  a i r c r a f t  f o r  r e f u e le r s .  So w h ile  

one o f  them i s  g o in g  to  g e t  o f f  a t  th e  tim e I  

s a id ,  which was th e  Southern on e , you know.

Which g o t  o f f  a h a l f  an hour a g o , i s  th a t  r ig h t?

I t  should  have g o t te n  o f f  a h a l f  an hour ago. We 

h a v e n 't  heard y e t  but we w i l l  be h ea r in g  any m in u te , 

I  am su re .

But sh o u ld n 't  sh e . . . Why d o n 't  you g e t  in  touch  

w ith  h er  r ig h t  away and make Damn su re  she g o t  o f f .  

R igh t.

O l l i e .

Y es, s i r .

Now t h i s  o th e r  one w i l l  g e t  o f f  fo u r  hours from now 

and th en  how lon g  i s  i t  to  th e  ta r g e t?
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k m  SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA;

Am  SHARP;

MR. MDNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA; 

Am SHARP:

L e t 's  s e e  -  15^5j which w i l l  be f i v e  hours and 

f i f t e e n  m inu tes from now. Of c o u r se , th o se  are  th e  

f a r t h e s t  away.

But no announcement h ere  i s  g o in g  to  in f lu e n c e  what 

th e y  th in k  about th o se  a i r c r a f t  coming in  b ecau se  

you w i l l  a lr e a d y  have launched a h a l f  an hour ago 

a g a in s t  th e  o th e r  t a r g e t s .

T h a t's  r ig h t .  As lon g  a s th e y  d o n 't  know what th e  

t a r g e t s  a r e .

Y es. W ell, I  have cu t th a t  ou t o f  th e  s ta te m en t. 

Good. Y es, s i r .  So I  th in k  we are  a lr ig h t  on 

t h a t ,  a s  lo n g  a s you d o n 't  say  what th e y  a re .

Y es.

There w i l l  s t i l l  be th e  elem en t o f  s u r p r is e .

OK, O l l i e .  And check w ith . . .

I  w i l l  g iv e  you th e  word, a s  soon as we g e t  in  

tou ch  w ith  them.

W ell, g e t  in  tou ch  w ith  them r ig h t  away.

Y es, s i r .
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A R e c o rd in g , Mr. McNamara t o  A dm iral S harp  a t  1 0 ;4 6  PM, EDT,

4 A ugust 1 9 6 4 .

ADM SHARP :

MR. MCNAMARA* 

ADM SHARP

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM sh a r p:

MR. MCNAMARA;

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA;

Yes S ir .

Any c o n firm a tio n  o f  Launch y e t  O llle ?

No S ir .  I  have j u s t  c a l l e d  fo r  I t  a g a in  and I  

have n ot had I t ,  S ir .

C an 't you go In  th e  c le a r  on t h i s  and a sk  "Did you 

do what you s a id  you were g o in g  to  do a t  10 O 'clock?"  

We have to  go through S an g ley  on I t  S ir ,  and I  j u s t  

t o ld  them to  go back on I t  a g a in . But th ey  have 

n ot had I t .  I t  I s  j u s t  a m atter  o f  g e t t in g  I t  

through t h i s  com m unications sy stem . I  w i l l  g iv e  

I t  to  you -

How lo n g  sh ou ld  I t  tak e?  The P re s id e n t wants to  go 

on th e  a i r  a t  1115# th a t  I s  th e  problem , and he 

s h o u ld n 't  go on u n le s s  he has a co n firm a tio n  o f  

lau n ch .

I  sh ou ld  th in k  we w i l l  have I t  by th a t  t im e . S ir .

I  am n e e d lin g  them l ik e  mad but I t  I s  j u s t  a 

q u e s t io n  o f  g e t t in g  I t  through t h i s  c i r c u i t  and 

a p p a re n tly  th e  c i r c u i t  I s  a l i t t l e  jammed up or 

som eth ing .

W ell c a n 't  you g e t  p r io r i t y  on th is ?
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MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP;

A c tu a lly  I t  i s  coming from th e  o th er  end and I  am 

su re  he g o t i t  up to  PLASH r ig h t  now s i r .

W ell, keep a f t e r  him.

I  w i l l  keep a f t e r  him.

Next O l l i e ,  a f t e r  you g e t  t h i s  ou t o f  th e  way and 

th e  la u n ch , be su re  th a t  you l e t  them know th a t  

we want p o s t  s t r ik e  f l a s h  r e p o r ts  prom ptly . He 

ought to  r ep o r t ev ery  h a l f  hour through th e  n ig h t  

a s  to  what he has done la u n ch in g , p o st s t r ik e  

in fo r m a tio n , any a t ta c k s  on him, any u n id e n t i f ie d  

a i r c r a f t ,  he j u s t  oiight to  have a h a l f  h o u r ly  rep o r t  

so  th a t  you can keep up to  d a te .

A ll  r ig h t ,  I  w i l l  t e l l  him th a t .

Very Good, Thanks O l l i e .

A ll  r ig h t  S ir .

A r e c o r d in g . G eneral C l i f to n  to  Deputy D ir e c to r  fo r  O p era tio n s , G eneral 

Wisman, a t  1 0 :4 8  PM, EDT, 4 August 1 9 6 4 .

DDO:

GEN CLIPTON: 

DDO;

GEN CLIPTON; 

DDO;

H e llo .

H i.

G en era l.

Y es.

We have th e  Chairman h ere now in  an oth er  c o n v e r sa tio n  

w ith  SECDEF and Admiral Sharp, can I  h e lp  you?

57

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO;

GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO;

GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO:

GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO:

GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO:

GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO:

GEN CLIFTON:

DDO:

Y es. Let me t e l l  you what my problem  i s .  We are

lo o k in g  over t h i s  CONSTELLATION P lan . -

Y es.

and I  know -

We have new laun ch  tim es now th a t  we j u s t  r e c e iv e d  

from th e  CONSTELLATION.

R ig h t .

Which i s  c o n s id e r a b le  l a t e r  than th e  TICONDEROGA. 

R ig h t.

The TICONDEROGA sh ou ld  have launched a t  10 and i f  we 

hear d i f f e r e n t l y  we w i l l  n o t i f y  you.

W ell. Mr. Bundy and th e  P r e s id e n t  are to g e th e r  

up th e r e .

R ig h t.

And th e y  are  ta lk in g  about 1115.

For what?

For t h e i r  s ta te m e n t, and I  am lo o k in g  a t  th e  

sta tem en t to  se e  w h eth er , . . . l e t ' s say  th a t  th ey  

go w ith  t h i s  e a r ly  laun ch  tim e , how much are  th ey  

g o in g  to  r e v e a l  and warn th e  p eop le?

W ell now Admiral Sharp and S e c r e ta r y  McNamara have 

d is c u s s e d  th a t  and McNamara has d e le te d  th a t  

p o r t io n  from th e  m essage and t h i s  i s  what he t o ld  

Sharp on th e  phone.
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GEN CLIFTON;

DDO:

GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO:

GEN CLIFTON: 

DDO:

GEN CLIFTON:

He has d e le t e d  th a t  p o r t io n  from th e  P r e s id e n t 's  

m essage , but even  when he makes a sta tem en t w i l l  

he a l e r t  them t h i s  many hours In  advance?

Admiral Sharp s a id  not so  a s lo n g  a s he d o e s n 't  g iv e  

th e  t a r g e t s .

I  s e e .  OK.

That was h i s  c o n v e r sa tio n  w ith  the SECDEF.

The SECDEF has had I t  w ith  th e  P re s id e n t I  am su r e .  

R ig h t.

A ll  r ig h t .  Thank you.

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

DDO:

A r e c o r d in g , th e  Deputy D ir e c to r  fo r  O p era tio n s , G eneral Wlsman, to  

G eneral B u rch in a l a t  11 :05  PM, EDT, 4 August 1964 .

GEN BURCHINAL: H e llo .

G en era l, Wisman, S ir .

Y es.

S t i l l  n o th in g  from g e t t in g  a irb o rn e  g e t .  And a l s o  

new in f o  from th e  one th a t  was moving down from up 

N orth , n o t in  p o s i t io n  y e t .  So, th e y  w i l l  not be 

la u n ch in g  fo r  a few  h o u rs. And th e  l a t e s t  d e a l i s  

th a t  th e  C h ief ou t th e r e  has c a l l e d  th e  C h ie f h e r e ,  

and he w ants to  scrub th a t  ones la u n ch in g  becau se  

o f  bad w eath er.

GEN BURCHINAL: What does th a t  do to  th e  o p era tio n ?
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DDO: W ell, i t  c u ts  out some o f  th e  t a r g e t s  th a t  th ey  had

s p l i t  up betw een th e  tw o. Of c o u r se , th e  hand 

w i l l  a lr e a d y  be t ip p e d  i f  you go in  w ith  th e  one 

f o r c e .  That i s  th e  o n ly  th in g  th a t  comes to  my 

mind im m ed ia te ly . The Chairman i s  up w ith  th e  

SECDEP and Admiral Sharp j u s t  ta lk e d  to  th e  SECDEF, 

w ith  t h i s  in fo r m a tio n  th a t  I  am g iv in g  you.

GENERAL BURCHINAL: Did he t e l l  him which ones th ey  c o u ld n 't  h i t ?

DDO;

GEN BURCHINAL; 

DDO;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

DDO;

GEN BURCHINAL; 

DDO;

GEN BURCHINAL: 

DDO:

S ir?

Did he t e l l  him which ones th ey  c o u ld n 't  h i t?

No. They d id n 't  go in t o  th a t  but th e  Chairman j u s t  

l e f t  h ere and we showed him on th e  map which was 

w hich . So he knows, and he i s  s i t t i n g  th e re  w ith  him. 

What happened to  them. H e l l ,  th ey  are  supposed to  

have been to g e th e r  an hou r, you know.

W ell th e  l a t e s t  gu id an ce was th e  d ir e c t iv e  from  

SECDEP, "Don't scrub a n y th in g  u n t i l  you c a l l  me b a c k .” 

That i s  not good.

No S ir .

The o th e r  one has no w eather problem?

W ell he d o e s n 't  th in k  so  but i t  i s  funny th a t  he c a n 't  

con firm  a n y th in g  g e t t in g  a ir b o r n e . I  am beg^aning to  

su sp e c t  i t  now.
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GEN BURCHINAL:

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL:

A r e c o r d in g , Mr.

Of c o u r se , i f  he i s  w a it in g  fo r  a co o rd in a ted  g o , 

th a t  i s  one th in g  th a t  cou ld  have h e ld  up th e  

o th e r  o n e s .

Yes S i r ,  i t  cou ld  h ave.

C a ll me i f  you g e t  a n y th in g  t o n ig h t .

A ll  r ig h t  S ir ,  w i l l  do.

In 10 or 15 m inu tes I  w i l l  be coming o v er .

' A ll  r ig h t .  S ir .

Thank you v ery  much.

McNamara to  Admiral Sharp a t  11 :11  PM, EDT, 4 August 1964.

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA;

Yes S ir .

O l l i e ,  i f  you d o n 't  lau n ch  a g a in s t  th o se  n o r th e rn ly  

t a r g e t s  b ecau se  o f  bad w eath er.

Yes S ir .

I s  th e r e  any rea so n  why th e  CONSTELLATION c o u ld n 't  

laun ch  a g a in s t  th e  so u th e r n ly  t a r g e t s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  

o i l  depot?

No S ir .  That i s  e x a c t ly  what we would do.

I s  th e  w eather ok down th ere?

I t  i s  b e t t e r  down th e r .  S ir .  I t ' s  not good , i t ' s  

d e t e r io r a t in g  now.

I  th in k  th e  p o in t  i s ,  th a t  a s  a N ation  we j u s t  c a n 't  

s i t  h ere and l e t  them a t ta c k  us on th e  h ig h  se a s  

and not do som eth in g .
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MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP;

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA;

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

ADM SHARP:

A r e c o r d ln g j th e

So I  th in k  th e  P re s id e n t has to  say  th a t  we are  

g o in g  to  r e t a l i a t e .

We are  g o in g  to  do i t  s i r .  There i s  no doubt about 

t h a t ,  i t  i s  j u s t  th a t  I  d o n 't  th in k  th a t  th e r e  i s  

any q u e s t io n  th a t  th e y  have lau n ch ed . I t  i s  j u s t  the  

q u e s t io n  o f  g e t t in g  th e  doggone r e p o r t .

OK.

I  have j u s t  b la s te d  them a g a in .

OK O l l i e .  Thanks a g a in .

Doing my b e s t .

R ight 0 .

R ight 0 .

Deputy D ir e c to r  fo r  O p era tio n s , G eneral Wisman, to

No S i r .

G eneral B u rch in a l a t  1 1 :2 0  PM, EDT, 4 August 1964 .

GEN BURCHINAL: H e llo .

DDO: G eneral a t  th e  r e c e n t  c o n v e r sa t io n  th e  SECDEP c a l l e d

him back and s a id ,  "A ll r ig h t  now why c a n 't  you 

put Connie down on th o se  Southern  t a r g e t s  to o  i f  

th e y  c a n 't  go n orth  so  we do som eth in g ."  So th a t  

i s  what th e y  are  lo o k in g  a t  now. In  o th er  words 

h is  p o in t  to  him was th a t  a s  a n a tio n  we cannot s i t  

h ere and n ot r e t a l i a t e .
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GEN BURCHINAL; 

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL: 

DDO:

GEN BURCHINAL; 

DDO;

Do you mean put both  out th ere?

Y es. I f  n e c e ssa r y  in  order to  in su r e  s u c c e s s .

Nobody go North?

I f  th e  w eather a b s o lu te ly  p r e v e n ts  i t .

Up North?

Yes S ir .  I f  i t  d o e s .

I f  th e  w eather up N orth.

Yes S ir .

How th e  H e ll th ey  g o in g  to  know th a t?

E v id e n t ly  th e y  g o t some recon  in  th e  a r e a . I  d o n 't  

know.

GENERAL BURCHINAL: OK.

DDO: A ll  r ig h t .  S ir .

GEN BURCHINAL: I  w i l l  be le a v in g  in  j u s t  a few  m in u tes.

DDO: A ll  r ig h t  S ir .

A r e c o r d in g . Admiral Sharp to  Mr. McNamara a t  1 1 :2 0  PM, EDT, 4 August 1964 .

Y es.

So th e y  a r e  th in k in g .

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

McNamara

S i r ,  t h i s  i s  O l l i e .

Y e s , O l l i e .

She g o t  h e r  p l a n e s  o f f  a t  0243. 

How lo n g  a g o  was t h a t ?

0243

63

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA;

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP:

MR.' MCNAMARA; 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARA:

That i s  one hour, no not q u ite  an hour ago . 50  

m in u tes a g o , and th e y  w i l l  be over th e  ta r g e t  a t

0 5 1 0 Z.

What tim e? How much i s  th a t  from now?

T h a t i s  one h o u r  an d  5 0  m in u te s  fro m  now.

W ell, now, i t  c o u ld n 't  have tak en  o f f  40 m inutes  

ago or 50 m inu tes agoj and be one hour and 50 m inu tes  

from now.

They have tak en  o f f  in  two waves so  th a t  th ey  a l l  

g e t  th e r e  a t  th e  same t im e . And th e  slow  ones took  

o f f  a t  0243 and th e  f a s t  ones w i l l  tak e  o f f  l a t e r .  

They w i l l  a l l  j o in  over  th e  t a r g e t .  So th e y  are  

making a co o rd in a ted  a t ta c k ,  you s e e .

R ig h t. So th e y  took  o f f  about how lo n g  ago now?

They took  o f f  40 m inu tes ago .

40 m in u tes ago .

40 m inu tes ago . Yes S ir .

And th e y  w i l l  be over th e  ta r g e t  when?

They w i l l  be over  th e  t a r g e t  in  one hour and 10 

m in u tes . No, No, one hour and 50 m inutesJ  

One hour and 50 m in u tes .

R ig h t.

R igh t 0 .
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A r e c o r d in g ,  th e  CINCPAC DO to  th e  NMCC P a c i f i c  Desk a t  11:23  PM, EDT,

4 Avigust 1964 .

CDR HENSON: M ilita r y  Command C en ter , Cdr. Henson.

MAJ JONES: Cdr. Henson, t h i s  i s  Maj. J o in e s  CINCPAC Duty

CDR, HENSON: Y es, Major.

MAJ JONES: On th e  TICO f i r s t  TOT O5IOZ.

CDR HENSON; 0510Z. Now what do we b ase t h i s  on. Major?

MAJ JONES: O ff a t  0243Z.

CDR HENSON: O ff a t  0243Z. What was th e  tim e aga in ?

MAJ JONES: 0243Z

CDR HENSON: 0243Z

MAJ JONES: Roger. Now t h i s  dope has a lr e a d y  been g iv e n

CDR HENSON:

MAJ JONES:

CDR HENSON: 

MAJ JONES;

CDR HENSON;

Mr. McNamara.

I t  h a s . W ell how are  we g o in g  to  g e t  t h i s  s t u f f  In  

here?  I s  I t  a l l  g o in g  t o  come In  here l i k e  th is ?

W ell I  c o u ld n 't  sa y . I  am j u s t  g iv in g  i t  to  you 

b ecau se  I  d id n ’t  th in k  you had i t .

W ell, you are  r ig h t  I  d id n 't  have i t .

So , I  j u s t  wanted to  t e l l  you th a t  i t  was g iv e n  

j u s t  now to  Mr. McNamara, and I  thou ght maybe i t  

m ight have had som ething to  do w ith  your n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  

I t  su re  w ould. Thank you very  much. M ajor. I s  

th a t  a l l  you have on i t ?
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MAJ JONES: That i s  a l l  I 'v e  g o t .

CDR HENSON; Where d id  you g e t  t h is ?

MAJ JONES; T h is came from OINCPACFLT.

CDR HENSON; OK. Thank you very  much.

MAJ JONES: R oger.

A r e c o r d in g , th e  NMCC P a c i f ic  Desk to  th e  ARMY Wr Room, NFP, AFCP, MC 

Command C en ter, S ta te  O p era tio n s , W hite House S i t  Roomj and CIA, a t  

1 1 :2 7  PM, EDT, 4 A\igust 1964 .

CDR HENSON: T h is i s  Cdr. Henson M ilita r y  Command C enter c a l l i n g .

I  am making a P ie r c e  Arrow n o t i f i c a t i o n .  I  rep ea t  

a P ie r c e  Arrow n o t i f i c a t i o n .  The f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  

were launched  from th e  TICONDEROGA a t  0243Z 

e s t im a te d  tim e on ta r g e t  0510Z. Any q u e s t io n s ,  over. 

No q u e s t io n s  White House.

Army c o p ie d .

A ir Force c o p ie d .

Navy c o p ie d .

M arines c o p ie d .

S ta te  c o p ie d .
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A r e c o r d in g ,th e  Deputy D ir e c to r  fo r  O p era tio n s, G eneral Wlsman, to  

Admiral M ustln a t  11 ;37  PM, EDT, 4 August 1964 .

ADM MUSTIN: 

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN: 

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN: 

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN: 

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN; 

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN: 

DDO:

ADM MUSTIN:

Admiral M ustln .

Yes S ir .  About two m inu tes ago we g o t  th e  word 

th a t  th e y  were o f f .

Good.

I t  may be th a t  th e  one th a t  was coming down from up 

North w i l l  put her fo r c e s  down South a l s o .

Y es. Oh g o o d n ess , are  th ey  g o in g  to  send her up to  

th e  most n orth ern  ta r g e ts ?

Yes S ir .

I t ' l l  g iv e  them a lo n g  f l i g h t .

I t  su re  d id .

W ell, we d id n 't  g iv e  them much n o t ic e  t o  g e t  

t h i s  th in g  g o in g .

That I s  r ig h t .

OK, B i l l .  W ell l e t  me know I f  you g e t  any news.

DK S ir .

Thanks.

A r e c o r d in g , th e  Deputy D ir e c to r  fo r  O p era tio n s , G eneral Wlsman, to  

G eneral R eaves a t  1 1 :38  PM, EDT, 4 August 1964 .

GEN REAVES: H e llo .

DDO: K elsey?  Wlsman. They are  a ir b o r n e .
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GEN REAVES: 

DDO:

GEN REAVES; 

DDO:

Good.

OK K else y .

OK B i l l ,  thanks a l o t .  

R ight 0 .

A r e c o r d in g . Admiral Sharp to  G eneral W heeler a t  1 1 :51 PM, EDT,

4 Aixgust 1964 . 

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

G eneral W heeler.

B uzz, t h i s  i s  O l l i e .

Y es, O l l i e .

I  ta lk e d  to  SECDEP about coming o f f  o f  th a t  most 

N orthern one.

R ig h t .

B ecause o f  th e  bad w eather and th e  lo n g  d is ta n c e ,  

and th e  f a c t  th a t  we are squeezed  fo r  p la n e s .

R ig h t.

So, we are  g o in g  to  s h i f t  them down to  th e  n ex t one, 

I  g o t  you .

What we want to  do here i s  to  send t h i s  group back  

to  th e  c a r r ie r s .  And, lau n ch  an o th er  one a t  th a t  

p a r t ic u la r  p la c e  th a t  we want to  be su re  i s  knocked  

down.

R ig h t.

And, i t  i s  p r e t ty  hard t o  t e l l  from you*̂ m essage  

w hether th a t  means we have to  a sk  fo r  a u th o r ity  

fo r  a secon d ; or w hether t h i s  i s  c a l l e d  th e  secon d .
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ADM SHARP: 

GEN WHEELER;

ADM SHARP: 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER:

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER;

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER:

ADM SHARP;

No. T h a t I s  r i g h t  O l l i e .  I f  you  a r e  g o in g  t o  

r e c y c l e  th e n  y o u  a r e  g o in g  t o  a s k  f o r  i t .

Then I  am a s k in g  f o r  i t  r i g h t  now.

You s a y  you  a r e  g o in g  t o  s e n d  i t  b a c k  t o  th e  

c a r r i e r  a n d  go b a c k  a n d  h i t  w h ich  one?

V in h .

OK, I  w i l l  t a l k  t o  t h e  SECDEF a b o u t  i t  r i g h t  aw ay.

I n  th e  q u a n t i t y  t h a t  i s  n e e d e d .

I n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  n e e d e d .

R ig i i t .

OK.

And, I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  g e t  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y ,  y o u  s e e ,  

so  t h a t  I  c a n  g e t  on w i th  th e  p l a n n in g .  Our p la n n in g s  

a r e  p r e t t y  w e l l  a d v a n c e d , an d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  lo n g  

d i s t a n c e s ,  you  s e e ,  i t s  p r e t t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  do i t .

OK.

T h e se  a r e  a l l  maximum d i s t a n c e  s t r i k e s  f o r  t h e s e  

p e o p le .

I ' l l  go  up a n d  t a l k  t o  h im  r i g h t  aw ay O l l i e  an d  c a l l  

y o u  b a c k .

OK, f i n e  B u zz .

I  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  be  a l l  r i g h t .  B u t ,  I ' l l  

j u s t  h a v e  t o  g iv e  you  a  r i n g  on i t .

W e ll ,  I  h o p e  so  b e c a u s e  o th e r w is e  t h e r e  i s  some 

d a n g e r  o f  n o t  d o in g  th e  jo b  p r o p e r l y .
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ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER;

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER:

A r e c o r d in g , from

GEN WHEELER;

OK.

R igh t 0 , th a n k s , O l l i e .

R ig h t . B ye.

Bye.

G eneral W heeler to  Admiral Sharp a t  m id n ig h t, EDT,

I  g o t  you r p o in t .

4 August 1964 . 

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARPL 

GEN WHEELER:

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN 'WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER:

Sharp.

O l l i e .

Yes S ir .

I  p r a c t i c a l l y  m issed  him b ecau se  he has a pack o f  

a v id  news hounds on h i s  n eck . So, I  though I 'd  

j u s t  make su re  th a t  I  g o t a l l  o f  t h i s  r ig h t  down 

to  th e  g n a t 's  eyebrow . Then I ' l l  c a l l  you back  

in  a very  few  m in u tes , and g iv e  you an answ er. I f  

I  un d erstan d  i t .  You are h av in g  w eather problem s 

to  th e  N orth.

T h a t's  r ig h t .

Check. Now th e  second  package.

Now, h e r e , l e t  me t e l l  you a l i t t l e  more.

A ll  r ig h t ,  good.

Not o n ly  w eather problem s b u t: A. I t ' s  a very  

lo n g  d is ta n c e ,  . . .

Y es.
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ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP:

T h a t t h e y 'v e  s e t  up  t h e r e .  A p p a r e n t ly  th e  f e l lo w  

t h a t ,  t h e  s h ip  t h a t ,  h a d  t o  come down fro m  N o r th  

y o u  know .

R ig h t .

I t  was j u s t  j o i n i n g  u p .

C h eck .

S e e ,  th e y  b o th  r a n  a i r  ops a l l  l a s t  n i g h t  so  t h a t ;

A. They a r e  k in d a  p o o p ed  o u t .

C heck

B. The one t h a t  was com ing  down fro m  t h e  N o r th  

d i d n ' t  make a s  much headw ay a s  s h e  w ou ld  h av e  

b e c a u s e  sh e  a p p a r e n t l y  h a d  t o  t u r n  i n  th e  o t h e r  

d i r e c t i o n  f o r  a  l a n d in g  a n d  la u n c h in g .

I  g o t  y o u .

So t l i a t  sh e  i s  b e h in d  h e r  h o p ed  f o r  p o s i t i o n .

I  g o t  y o u .

So t h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  sh e  h ad  t o  l a u n c h  l a t e .

I  g o t  y o u .

T h e n , t h e  o t h e r  one i s  a l s o  q u i t e  a  lo n g  r u n  fro m  

w here  sh e  i s  t o  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  t a r g e t s ;  an d  sh e  b e in g  

a  s m a l l  c a r r i e r  d o e s n ' t  h av e  a s  many a i r p l a n e s  e i t h e r .  

R ig h t .

So t h a t  i t ' s  a  l o t  o f  t a r g e t s  f o r  a  one s h o t  jo b .

You s e e  w hat I  m ean.
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GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP: 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP:

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

ADM SHARP: 
(CONT)

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP:

So th e y  g o t  t h e s e  f e l lo w s  k ln d a  t h i n .

I  g o t  y o u .

Now, I 'm  n o t  h ap p y  w i th  th e  num ber o f  a i r p l a n e s  . th e y  

a r e  g e t t i n g  o u t .

I  g o t  y o u .

B e c a u se  th e y  a r e  h a v in g  t o  u s e  r e f u e l e r s  u n d o u b te d ly  

a n d  t h i s  t a k e s  aw ay fro m  th e  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t .

I  g o t  y o u .

I t ' s  t h e r e f o r e  im p o r t a n t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I 'm  c o n c e r n e d ,  

t o  l e t  t h e s e  p e o p le  r e c y c l e ,  w h ich  th e y  c a n  do 

e a s i l y ,  an d  go b a c k  i n .

T h is  w i l l  be  fro m  b o th .

I  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  o n ly  be  th e  TICO,

I  g o t  you.

B u t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  d o in g  i t  

w i th  b o th  o f  th em .

I f  I  h av e  t h a t  we c a n  t e l l  th em . You s e e ,  t h e  

p ro b le m  i s  i t  t a k e s  so  dstmn lo n g  t o  g e t  w ord 

o u t  t o  th em .

I  g o t  you .

T h a t  I 'm  a f r a i d  w e ' l l  r u n  th r o u g h  th e  d a y ,  i f  we 

a r e  n o t  c a r e f u l .

I  g o t  you .
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GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER;

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER;

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER;

ADM SHARP;

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARPi

I f  I  h a v e  p e r m is s io n  t o  u s e  b o th  o f  th e m , th e n  we 

c a n  t e l l  t h e  T a sk  G roup Command o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  

b o th  o f  them  c a n  go  a f t e r  t h i s  p l a c e  on  th e  s e c o n d  

s t r i k e ,  i f  t h a t ' s  n e c e s s a r y .  I 'm  s u r e  i t  w o n 't  b e ,  

I  m ean I  t h i n k  i t  w o n 't  b e .

Y es .

B u t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h a t  a s s u r a n c e .

I n  o t h e r  w o rd s  y o u 'r e  a f r a i d  y o u 'r e  j u s t  g o in g  t o  

b e  t h i n  on th e  o n e s  t h a t  you  c a n  g e t  a t .

T h a t 's  r i g h t ,  t h i n  on th e  f i r s t  s t r i k e .

And th e y  do h av e  s o m e th in g  t o  l a u n c h  a g a i n s t  i t  on 

t h e  f i r s t  s t r i k e ?

Gh y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .

B u t y o u  J u s t  w an t t o  make s u r e ?

B u t I  w an t t o  make s u r e ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .

OK b u t  you  a r e  g o in g  t o  h av e  t o  l o s e  o u t  on th o s e  

N o r th e rn  o n e s ?

J u s t  o n e . J u s t  t h e  m o st N o r th e rn  o n e . Now f o r  tw o 

r e a s o n s .  I t ' s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t r y .

I  g o t  y o u .

The w e a t h e r 's  b a d  an d  th e y  w ou ld  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  

l o c a t i n g  th e  t a r g e t  an d  m ig h t s t r a y .  We a l s o  know 

t h a t  we g o t  some p e o p le  com ing  down fro m  t h a t  o t h e r  

c o u n t r y .

I  g o t  you .
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GEN WHEELER; I  s e e ,  I  u n d erstan d .

ADM SHARP; You know?

GEN WHEELER; Y es, I  s e e .

ADM SHARP; And w e've g o t  some o p p o s it io n

GEN WHEELER; R ig h t.

ADM SHARP; So I 'd  l ik e  to  c o n c e n tr a te  on

GEN WHEELER: I  g o t th e  p ic tu r e  now.

ADM SHARP: Good.

GEN WHEELER: OK, O l l l e ,

ADM SHARP; R ight 0 ,

GEN WHEELER; I ' l l  c a l l  you a l i t t l e  l a t e r .

ADM SHARP; R ight 0 ,

GEN WHEELER; B ye.

ADM SHARP; B ye.

74
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Telephone c o n v e r sa t io n  betw een  S e c r e ta r y  McNamara and Admiral 
Sharp:

McNamara: H e llo , O l l l e ,  t h i s  I s  Bob McNamara.a-Waat’s th e  
l a t e s t  In form ation  on th e  a c tio n ?

Sharp : The l a t e s t  dope we h ave. S ir ,  I s  a s o r t  o f  stunmatlon 
SITREP by CTG 7 2 .1 ,  and I t  in d ic a t e s  a l i t t l e  doubt 
on J u s t  e x a c t ly  what went on and we are tr y in g  to  
g e t  a recap  o f  i t  r ig h t  now to  - -  a p p a ren tly  th e  
th in g  s ta r te d  by a s o r t  o f  ambush attem p t by th e  PTs.

McNamara: In  what r e sp e c t?  D escr ib e  t h a t .

Sharp : c a n ’t .  S ir ,  b ecau se  I  h a v e n 't  g o t  i t .  T h a t's  a l l  
i t  s a id .

McNamara: OK.

Sharp : I t  sa id  i n i t i a l  ambush a ttem p t was d e f i n i t e .  And
th a t  th e y  were b oth ered  by fr e a k  radar ech os and th e  
son ar men g iv in g  th e s e  torp ed o  c o n t a c t s ,  and, o f  
c o u r se , in  th a t  s o r t  o f  th in g , th e s e  young f e l lo w s  
are apt to  say  any n o is e  i s  a to rp ed o , so th a t ,  
u n d ou b ted ly , th e r e  were n o t as many to rp ed o s — you  
know, a t  one p la c e  th e r e  th e y  had 21 . There un
d o u b ted ly  w e r e n 't  th a t  may. And we had th e  — th e  
r e p o r ts  are a l i t t l e  c o n fu s in g  on what happened. 
N e ith e r  sh ip  saw a sh ip  or  a wake. The TURNER JOY 
track ed  two c o n ta c ts  and f i r e d  on — th a t  I s ,  track ed  
them f o r  a c o n s id e r a b le  p e r io d , and f ir e d  on, I  
th in k , som ething l ik e  13 c o n ta c t s .  They — she  
d la im s th r e e  b o a ts  h i t  and one sunk, f o r  su re  — The 
Turner J o y . The Maddox, l e t  me s e e ,  she d o e s n 't  
c la im  a b o a t — oh y e s ,  she d o e s , to o  — she c la im s  
one or  two, as I  r e c a l l  i t ,  now. So th a t  i s  th e  
g e n e r a l p ic t u r e .  S ir .

McNamara: There i s n ' t  any p o s s i b i l i t y  th e r e  was no a t ta c k , i s  
th e re ?

Sharp : Y es, I  would say  th a t  th e r e  i s  a s l i g h t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  
and th a t  i s  what I  am t r y in g  to  f in d  out r ig h t  now, 
and about 20 m in u tes ago I  to ld  Tom Moore to  g e t  in  
tou ch  w ith  th e s e  p e o p le  and g e t  a d e f i n i t e  r ep o r t on 
i t .

McNamara: OK. How soon do you th in k  i t  w i l l  come in ?

DECLASSIFIED

Authority 
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Sharp : W ell, i t  sh ou ld  come in  w ith in  an hour, but I  have a 
s l i g h t  doubt now, I  must adm it, and we are t r y in g  to  
g e t  i t  n a i le d  down b ecau se  th e  Task Group Commander, 
th a t  i s ,  o f  th e  d e s tr o y e r , sa y s  we need a d a y lig h t  
r e c c e  o f  th e  whole s i t u a t io n  and th e  s i t u a t i o n ' s  in  
d ou b t, he s a y s . Now I  d o n 't  — I  am in  my o f f i c e  
r ig h t  now, which i s  J u s t  about h a l f  a b lo c k  from th e  
Command C en ter, as you know.

McNamara: Y es.

Sharp : And th a t  p a r t ic u la r  p ie c e  o f  paper i s  down in  th e  
Command C enter and I  d o n 't  have i t  r ig h t  h e r e , I  
gave th e  Date Time Group to  Lloyd M ustin when I  
ta lk e d  to  him.

We've g o t  problem s on tim in g  h e r e , o f  c o u r se , we 
d o n 't  want to  r e le a s e  news o f  what happened w ith o u t  
sa y in g  what we are g o in g  to  do; we d o n 't  want to  say  
what we are g o in g  t o  do b e fo r e  vie do i t .

McNamara:

Sharp ; 

McNamara:

Sharp

McNamara

Sharp

McNamara: 

Sharp :

McNamara:

Sharp : 

McNamara:

Sharp : 

McNamara: 

Sharp ;

R ig h t.

We o b v io u s ly  d o n 't  want to  do i t  u n t i l  we are damn 
su re  what happened.

T h a t's  r ig h t .

Now how do we r e c o n c i le  a l l  t h i s ?

W ell, I  would recommend t h i s .  S ir .  I  would recommend 
th a t  we h o ld  t h i s  e x e c u te  u n t i l  we have a d e f i n i t e  
in d ic a t io n  th a t  t h i s  happened.

W ell, how do we g e t  th a t?

I  th in k  I  can — I  th in k  I  w i l l  have i t  in  a cou p le  
o f  h o u rs ,

OK, W ell, th e  e x e c u te  i s  sch ed u led  f o r  7 PM our  
tim e w hich i s  th r e e  hours from now, r ig h t?

Y es, S ir .

A ll  r ig h t ,  so  i f  you have i t  in  two h o u rs , we s t i l l  
have an hour.

I t ' s  7 O 'c lo c k  l o c a l  ou t th e r e .

T h a t's  r ig h t ,  and th a t  i s  th r e e  hours from now.

Y es, S ir .
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McNamara: I f  you g e t  you r d e f i n i t e  In form ation  in  two h ou rs, 
we can s t i l l  proceed  w ith  th e  e x e c u te  and i t  seems 
to  me we ought to  go ahead on th a t  b a s i s :  g e t  th e  
p i l o t s  b r ie f e d ,  g e t  th e  p la n e s  armed, g e t  e v e r y th in g  
l in e d  up to  g o .

Sharp : Y es, S ir .

McNamara: C ontinue th e  e x e c u te  ord er  in  e f f e c t ,  but betw een  
now and 6 O’c lo c k  g e t  a d e f i n i t e  f i x  and you c a l l  
me d i r e c t l y .

Sharp ; I  a g r e e , y e s  S ir ,  I  w i l l  do t h a t .

McNamara: OK, v ery  good.

Sharp : R ig h t, S ir .  Bye.
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QUESTIONS F O R  M R. M cNAM ARA ON TH E 
TONKIN G U L F  CHRONOLOGY

■TrryX̂ . W/l /  >. f T r 4 t u  . Z

M c N a m a ra 's  r e c o l le c t io n  of w hat th e  P r e s id e n t  s a id  ab o u t th e  tim in g  

of h is  a n n o u n c e m e n t a t  th e  le a d e r s h ip  m e e tin g  a t  6 :45 PM  on A u g u st 4 th . 

M c N a m a ra 's  r e c o l le c t io n  of h is  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  B iindy b e tw een  

9:30 a n d  10:30 P M . on A u g u st 4 th  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  d e le tio n  of th e  

s e n te n c e  on t a r g e t s .

W hen w as th e  7 :00 PM  lavinch t im e  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  a t .

4 . W hen d id  M c N a m a ra  fin d  ou t th a t  i t  w ou ld  ta k e  a p p ro x im a te ly  one 
\/  ̂

h o u r  to  r e a c h  th e  t a r g e t  a f te r  th e  a i r c r a f t  w e re  la u n ch e d .

th e  JCS e v e r  f i r m ly  c o n f irm  th e  7^00 P M  lavinch t im e .

6 . O id th e  P r e s id e n t  a t  th e  Ixinch m e e tin g  a sk iw h e th e r  th e  7:00 P M  la u n ch

tim e  covild b e  m e t .  W hy d id n 't  M c N a m a ra  p ic k  up  th e  phone an d  c a l l

tfeo C hie f s  d i r e c t ly ?

W as th e r e  an y  e a r ly  in d ic a tio n  th a t  th e  C O N STE L LA T IO N  w ould  n o t be  

in  p o s i t io n  to  la iin ch  h e r  a i r c r a f t  by  th e  7 :00  P M  laxinch t im e .

w e re  th e  d e ta i ls  of M c N a m a ra 's  d is c u s s io n  w ith  th e  P r e s id e n t  e a r ly  

in  th e  m o rn in g  of A u g u s t 4 th  a f te r  h e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  th e  N SA /D IA  w a rn in g . 

9. W hen d oes M c N a m a ra  n o tify  th e  W hite H ouse  th a t  th e  f i r s t  la u n ch

_̂_  o c c u r r e d  a t  10:43 p .m .

W hy d oes M c N a m a ra  r e f e r  to  s t r ik e  f ro m  th e  C O N STELLA TIO N  a t h is  

12:02 AM  n ew s c o n fe re n c e  on A u g u st 5th w hen  h e  h a d  re c e iv e d  p re v io u s  

in fo rm a t io n  th a t  th e  C O N ST E LLA T IO N  w oiild  n o t la u n c h  i t s  p la n e s  fo r  

s o m e tim e  t h e r e a f t e r .
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QUESTIONS FOR MR. McNAMARA CĤ  THE 
TONKIN GULF CHRONOLOGY

1. M cNamara** r«coU«ctiatn of th« P ra s id a n t sa id about the  tindng

of h is  announcem ent a t the  lead ereh ip m eeting  a t 6:45 PM  on August 4th.

2. M cNamara*8 recoUectlotD oi ht« eonveraatione  w ith Bundy betw een

9:30 and  10:30 PM . cm August 4 ^ with re s p e c t to the deletion of the 

sentffiAce <m ta rg e ts .

3. Whma w as the  7:00 PM latuich tim e  f i r s t  a r r iv e d a t.

4. When did McNam a ra  find out th a t i t would take  approx im ate ly  one 

hour to  re a c h the  ta rg e t a f te r the a ir c r a f t w ere  launched.

5. laid the  JCS e v e r fiLrmly ccmiOrm the ?:00 PM  launch tim e .

6 . Did the P re s id e n t a t the lunch m eeting ask iw hether the 7t00 PM  launch 

tim e  could be m e t. Why d id n 't M cN am ara 'pick up the phone and c a ll

the Chiefs d irec tly ?

7 . Was th e re  any e a r ly  indication th a t the CONSTELLATION would not be 

in  position to launch h e r  a ir c r a f t by the 7:00 PM latm ch tim e .

8. W hat w ere the  d e ta ils  of M cN am ara 's  d iscu ssio n w ith the  P re s id e n t e a rly

in the m orning of A ugust 4th a fte r  he had rece iv ed the NSA/DKA w arning.

9. When does M cN am ara notify the White House titxat the f i r s t launch 

o c cu rred a t 10:43 p .m .

10. Why does M cN am ara re fe r  to  s tr ik e  fro m the CONSTELLATION a t h is 

12:02 AM new s conference  on August 5th w h«i he had rece iv ed previous 

in fo rm ation  ^ t the CONSTELLATION would not launch i ts  planes fo r 

som etim e theireafte r.
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CHRCKQLOar CP EVESTBS 

TQEanAX* m m s  k 

and

WEDSSmKi, AUGUST 3 , X96U 

TCBKXS CKJXr mZDB

SECOBD nUUPT AHQUBT I 96U
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IHTOOPOCglCBr

IhiG Is « cbZH»oIogical aecKJunt of tiie evetxts of Taecdaor̂  Aupist 

I96U and Wednesday  ̂ % 1^6^ m  thay TelAte to  mttmekB m the

destroiyers MA2SX3K azid C.TOfOnSR JQQT la ixxteraatiooftl w ters liy pfttrol 

bcMttJi of the Hearth VietaMese Ssvy and the sobaetasntljr exeevted 

retaXifttcry strilGec meaiost Berth Vletamese ligr nvvaX aircraft fe a tk  

taw VBB CCBBIBX2iA3X0H aad TWCBDSaOCA.

the ohronologjr has rali4id siflistantlelly on oa3)l«s, reeordinss, 

saq ĵ̂  amm re^^nses^ siaolttfl of relATaat a e a t l ^ ,  imd disotsBloiui 

Kith HksBKtB, HeSaaara, Vaaee, Bundŷ  MeSaajaattqa ajod General Vhe*Xer«

AH at ttm tijMS^ w»X»»m othezwlaft indicated aar« MLshingtoa, &«C.» 

ts a , t i jw s .

Tb0 varioiu ahbrerlatiana vuwd throocihout a rt thesai

CBfCBfijC •  Qmmmem? ia  C3ii«if IlKsifie • M a L n l Sluurp 

CXVCMCPIff • CcBMader in  Chief» Pacific TUmb •  Adnlral i to tm  

cam ssm m am * ConnxMler̂  Sevwsth T im t • AdairsX

L
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m s s m

jtho jjii  (or 7Ji«5 if, S a l^  Tiae) — Bje 14«BD0K reposrts

th a t mn a ttack  ^ppeara iJOBloeztt fsran actions talcen Isy unia«ntl£led vesselB*

!Qk3 MAQDOX in  conpany v ith  th e  C» TUEB9EB JGQT la  heading southeast near 

the  cen ter o f the Oolf o f Tnikin in  in tem ationad. v a te rs  apprcocliaately 

65 ad les froBL n a a res t lan d . These sh ips iBM ediately go <» the a le r t .

(B sie vepaet i s  received  a t  9 * ^  ^  SICXI.)

8136 AKi (o r 8136 TUf Anepost SaigtMOi !13ae) • •  fhe HA£0<SC eetikblliiaies 

f i r s t  iradar con tacts ir ith  two u n id en tifie d  surface v esse ls u d  th ree  

u n id en tifie d  a ir c r a f t .  At th is  tia e „  9.8* tlggbfyer a iro ra f t  az% laundbed 

frtm tlie  UBS ZZCOBDSBOQA to  rendeevoofi v lth  th e  MA2S)0K and the TURNER JOT 

to  psrovide p ro tec tio n  ag a in st p o ssib le  a tta c k  fro n  the  tuaiden tifled  v esse ls 

and a ir c r a f t ,  in  accordance v lth  th e  ?resid en t* s p rev iously  issued  d irec tiv es*  

H ere, the  TXCCHSaSBOGA I s  lOfHcted apprasdaately  100 n a u tic a l ad les ME o f 

X)aaa%.

8tU0 AM> McSssiara c a lls  the I^ esid en t and t e l l s  hiai •boat the  

In te llie e n e e  mumlng he hM received  th a t th e  KA1S)0QC i s  on th e  a le r t  

ag ain , v i th  th e  paresence o f h o s tile  ^ p s  reported..

« «  «  «

8i45 * H i 30 am 

EARQT KEETIHGS AT rEBTftfiOag

Mdhuoara, Vaace, and GeoeraX Bur<M nal, C a la m i Jcmes, uad Adsniral l&uitin

AOCaST 4 th . 196U
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of the Jo in t S t« ff MMt « t tl»  Peataeoa as rejpoerts odT the attaeic oa 

the destrcQTUrs cone ia« As the s itu a tlo a  graint aore In tense, pM sible 

I r ra le  of re ta lia tio n  are disouM ed, and ftJlderB v lth  p o ten tia l ta rg e ta  

aare exndjied. High <m the l i s t  are the n  boat aod svQiportlng Pol 

InstaUatdLoas, b a t o ther ta rg e ts  aruch me • I r f le ld s , in d iu tr la l coq5>lexea 

and hridees are a lso  aonitlsisMtd* Mdtaaaray ahotct lOtOO IK, ssks th a t 

the Jo in t Chdefs be sm m xied,, and they a rriv e  ahcrtly  thereafter#

Captain N llU r o f the SaTff a sim t eaqpert, i s  a im  aSted to  Jo in  the 

Sttetlng and the possibdUlty odTKLaiag the eoast i s  discosaed. Here i t  

i s  pointed out th a t the siiu ts voold hare to  be brought in to  the c a rrie rs  frosi 

Svhio Bay, the IfiilliipfiiHts* IbdhBaara, staring th is  im lls the

B resideot, iafoonM Mk  th a t a  retaX iatosy a ttack  is  being planxied, and 

v i l l s e e t w ith him as soon as possible to  p«FMit him to  reviev the 

proposal.

•  *  •  «

9i06 (o r  9*06 n c , Angojct Saifion T i»e) ^  MAiSlMSX: r e p c r ts  

th a t  th e  lio iidaB tifled  a i n r a f t  bad d in p p e a rsd  f ro a  i t s  ra d a r  screan  

bu t th a t  th e  su rface  v e sse ls  a re  s t i l l  rcam ining a t  a  distaxtce* Xhe U.8* 

a i r c r a f t  t r m  th e  HOCBB00BQA a r r l m aod connence defensiTe p a t r o l  ov«r 

th e  MASDGK and th e  T lffim  JOT. {Tb/sn JOCC ea ta  t h i s  re p o r t  a t  UiOl^ iOf.)

9»21 AMt Hbeeler c a lls  OeiMral MeAxtchsoa (CXBCBAC J*3) and adcs 

% a»tbsr he has reoeivied any w ord oa lsg>endtng a ttad c  an th e  destroyers* 

McSutcheon says he has no «ord» b a t v i l l  check:.
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9t86 AHi A laeBsaee !« sen t to  CBKIBAC m q ^ e tin g  * caBdMit nix 

ptKlirol ov«r ttae destroyers^ t o  coiudLst o f ^  7 -6 s , 2 A«5s^ va&

9>30 AKt (or 9*30 !9f» Attgofft Skdeoa Tim ) • • AMitiomX 'msaeljt 

ar« obM9rv«d on tix» KASOCSC r«dAr scrocns, tad these vessels begia to close 

rapidly co tiie destroyer p«trol mt speeds tn  excess of M> knots. As 

the •ttatidng caemft contlmw to  cloee rapidly fron the vest sad scuth, the 

MASOCK evsOmtes t te l r  iatentleos fts licMrtile. (iSbe x«ceiires this 

»Bsa««e »t Ui20 m )

9t52 iAMi (or 9 t3 0  T ttf Angttst S&l^m Xiae) *« fhe destrear^s 

report  tl« t they are tinder ooatlaooas toepedo «.ttftek and are eaptsed 

1b defensive count«rflre against Sorth VlettMaese patrol boats* (The 

mcc rwseives this nessage at Ui39 & AM.)

10tQt» AM: «• ModEateheoQ calls BnrcMnal, is tliem ia Nr. Md^enra's 

office. Burchin&l teUs him that the Pentaeon has Just reeeired a ’’Flash" 

that the destroyer*! are mder attack. MeKatcheon replies that he has not 

seea i t yet, tait iodloates that the fleart and the Canrier Task force have 

hesnt alerted. Sbe ĈCOHXOOGA, about 15 Bdnstes away- firosi the destroyers

, ' W  i« ft3jsrted. ao Is tbe had left Boeg Xbag

yesterday and is beaded south. BurcMaal indicates that the CCBBTEUATIQH 

< liiii lye ordered to aove ioto positioa off Soath Tietaaai, i& the vidboitar of 

the TICOSiSaOĜ , lie also te lls Mefiztctaeoa that a possible retaliatory
-? ; !• 1

strike la beiag eoiasidtared against North Viettaawse bases «rd asks hl»

' J* to  t i^ e  a  looic a.t &amat iib» possib le  ta rg e ts  i f ,  in  aa a tta c k  i t
/ /

J / BKde on th e  destroyers.
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10133 M t (or XOil̂  BC, Avif^aet 8«iscn S ine) • •  Zb» destarcQron rvpart 

th a t they have mvoidetl torpedoes mad im v soak one of the Attacking crmft. 

(Bas SMCC rveeitea th is  « t JkX.)

10tl9 AK; MeBuMr* calls Sharp and aaka vtetfaer te  has oaan iim 

m8M$g»B regarding a poaaible attack on the NAKKSC. SimrpM saars he faaa just 

aorrivad s t  the rnaatanil Center and that the aeaaases are in* Ztey diaouu 

the *1011” eapahiUty of the MAISKK aad tte  TVOm JCX* Msmmarm is  

particularly i»t«re«ted la  ajuntring that the tfeetrearerti bav« vhatevttr they 

nead ia  the Mqr of a ir support.

10i33 iH i 'v* Asveca^e ie  ae it frov the JC8 to  CIHCPAC oatUslng the 

rttlee  ocT eaeageaent f o r  the deat rcyara* Xt la  paraonally algnad ty  

Mcdtaaara. Ihider the rnlea, the cloaest ^psroaai to  the lo rth ViatnHa 

eoaatUne fiear the deetroyer patro l v lU ha U  Baut l i ia l  n ll« e»  and In idle 

•reat o f  a hoatlle attack, a irc ra ft oaJy «re authorlaed to  pnraoe and 

attack the hoatlle fo rcee  vp to  the threa a l l e  H a lt o f  the Berth VletiMDdeee 

ooaot Uw« Ske aasaaee also directs that the CGH8IEUAIXCB be oovad 

Into the a rm  o f t  South TletaaK, with the neaet looatloa a t the discretion 

of the ccaattuder* (Hotel She CCKSTBIiLATIOB mM on&ered from Song Song 

on Aagost 2nd, 19^.}

10tU2 AMx (or ID t^ IM» Augost Salflcm T im ,)  *• She destroarars 

report that they bare evaded addltlooal torpedoee and have sisdE another 

of the attack!,ng craft. Other proteotlve a irc raft have anrivad overhead, 

bat weather and darkness are hsaqperlng their ac tiv ities, (ihe BMBC receives 

th is aessage a t Us37iUMU)

5
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10:52 AKt (oar lOs^S m , Aagost Sk1@chi !^yae*) — Hue MASOQX; 

r«9ort« ^MEt -Hie dAstr«9«rs are s t i l l uadiHr Attttek* (33k WXX reeeiiree 

tiila  a&8sa^ « t 12iSh Hi)

lQt59 Alfa «x- ShMTjNs c a lls  BurcMaftl^ vho i s  ifi MeSKOKra*s oCfloe^

«od • dls«us«lon of poMiUfi twr^ts for a rvtaJLUtasy striloe «iiamb*

Sbarp s u ^ s t t  BOB HE, BGK SEB THUX, mO. OHftlfG KOS. Bisraliiiml 

indiestes tl̂ Kt a laaAier odT options alone these lin ts  are teing omisid«r«d» 

Sharp ssQTS that a strike eould be eaxrled out <m **3nMr say »o"g states 

that an az»ed reoonnal ssanee along the loorth Yletnaisfse coast voold 1»e 

advantaesous, and points oat th a t Hhe CCBESXCLkSISM, tSboat 390 a lle s  tvaai 

the taadc group# i< ooBlng ia  to  ptrorlds sui^art* 9 » re  is  also talJc 

of jaw lding tbe eaxrisors v itb a adniag ciQMbilit/r vMcjJi NdSanara 

feals is  iqpeartani* Sliarp saors tha t I t  a l |^  tiOot about l)d taottra to 

achieve the cagpaMlity. Be also reports that he has a indleating

that the dsstroorvrs are uader oontiznaoaa torpedo attacks. (Votet Sixioe 

aetoal vork of ^ s  aitoation had sort yst readied WashingtaQ, Sharp is  

f i l l in g  ia  MoSsnara on the d e ta ils .)

l l i l S A«iCt SImspp SftUs B ure^B al and provides him v l th  the 

l a t e s t  fiitaaticKa repo r t  on the  a tta c k  oa the  dsstrcQrers* Aceer^ULng to  

Sharpi t t e  destrcorars 'were exchanging t i r e  and tte MASDOK bad dodgiMl 

a t  3s«st f iv e  toarpedos* Sharp then suggests th a t  the LOG CBCU estuary  

be added to  afiQr i i a t  o f  ta rg e ts  since he noir has itifonaKtloa i t  i s  beizig 

used as a  hiding place fo r  the  PT b o a ts . When Sharp again aentioaw the 

d e s ira b i l i ty  o f  an axaed reooaoaisaaace along the  coast line*  BarehizMil 

aakes i t  abso lu te ly  e la a r  timX sevmrer ac tio n  i s  being se riously  caasiderad
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lay McRUKrai. He te l ls  Sl«rp th a t tha Secretary o f S tate l« on h is 

■wiy to  the ]teataeon» Md th a t aectings w ill be faelil la te r  a t the White 

Houae* Agfdn, Sharp re ite ra te s  th a t i t  w ill take about ^  hcrars to  

a tta in  a ■iniwg eaqpability.

U<30 J» i <U i30 IH, Augttst 1*, Saieoa Tim) — Caarrier C O m s m r im  

reoeivea •  prelisiaaary alartiiig wsaaee stating that fear plaaning swrposes 

"there ia a.stronc poaalbiUtar 70a id li be direeted on short notioe to 

laor «n aziKd reomaaissams* a t sea agaixtst Siiataws or ztrperisal attack 

aipainat Swatoir baaes soeh aa 00906 BBS fflOT or m c  LQX,* At th is 

t im ,  the «affin3SUATX0H, faeadiag i& a sm  dlveoUon, ia ^roceadiag to  Join 

the TIDOmBaOOA.
'•  •  •  »

-  ̂ Bang i>«DHUBSAB8IVS ^  m  HggftOCK
m  QggiOBs Affi asygm m )

M  lltHO AMBimdl3r aad Busk aarrlTo a t  -tte I^ntaeon to wmmt w ith 

Vtoce and MoSaaara. Xn the e e a a ti* #  the Jo ia t Chiefs o f S ta ff have 

gathered in  aa ad̂ JadUodag roon to  reccaasnd a  eourae <rf ac tio n . In  h is 

Meeting K ith Bundjr and Busk, NcdissMra ia  c lear <» one pi^tati the atrikB 

m a t be accongpUdied peamptljr^ fo r a  ias1» rejopooae ia  p a rt o f the leasea 

to be d lm tn  hose* Ndbawra aad Boadar diaoaas a  sharp, lia ite d  blear, 

nsch aa a i r  s trik e s  aa opposed to  the uaread ttlng presaare o f sdning the 

eoaat line* A fter Moe dlaooaaion, fi-ra optiana are  davaXopad. 2ha f l r a t  

ia  an a ir  s tr ik s  against the 7T boata and th e ir  baaaaj tlie aeoond ia  an 

a ttack  on petardeiai in s ta lla ilc a s}  the th ird  ia  aa attatdE on bridcea;

X
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the te n r t t  1b * n d d  on pareatlge ta rg e ts , such «« a lrfie ljls}  m& the* 

f i f th  is  fldjalns tlae im ters around V letnnu In  the coarse o f the 

diacuaaiflo I t  hecones apparent th a t the re a l iaaue eenters on the 

deveXagnent o f a  te a lc  stm tegjr toward Ytvismm . n n a U y , the flTe 

o^pilena are narrow ^ to  th ree  « otadLkea aca laa t the T f teaes and the 

Bol inetaUjKtiaaauB includULng TZHH aad HAXHOfG; contiim lng paresaore 

th reu i^  Mi ning tta» ooaat; aad a  eodblaatlon o f the tuo« Xbese are the 

three optioos iporeaeitted a  lOiort t lm  la te r  to  the :i^ a ld en t daarlae a 

Iw rti f> a tiag ,

M  th la  t lM , the aeadlng a t  addltlooal foroea to  the area 

la  alao oonaldered, the po in t heiag th a t ne vculd not be ooateot to  

re a t ooly cn a  ahaxp» li jd te d  a tr ik s  hut voold Look beycnd I t ,  to  the 

next re la ted  atep , a  poaaihla eaeala tloa , i f  re^tdjred. An attack  

canrler eeo ts^ , an A8V (koup, add ltlooal v«aaela, flflhkara, la tereep tora , 

aad bcaribera, aa w ell aa groond Axroea, aaong the additional elaaenta th a t 

eould be deployed.

At ahont 1 I|20  JM, M dtanra ent«>a the Jo io t Chlefa aootlng,

aaya he haa taUssd to  the Ihreald^it who iMxta a  qjedck. reaponae cqpaMHtgr,

 ̂\  and ottt l tnea the th ree optloiw to  the CMeAi* The CStlefa eootimie to  

' aav t ma McKaaara, Bnady led  Bnak leanre t w  the lAtlte Houae* la  the

j aiasd  aet ttat next 2S»̂ >i»68 Itaur period, v ith  s v e d a l ewphaala ea relnfoaroe- 

i a ra ta ,  m e^  «a the latrodnatlon a t  a i r c r a f t .

'',  L '■ 
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12;40 > 3tOO 
KAnosAL steccitgTy couhSSl meetimg

LUNCH wtra njfe f^lDEWT

K regulflirly seheduled Natlcsxal S ecu rity  Meeting c«nt«rl)ag an the  

Cyprus a ltu A ticd  l a  in  p rogress Dfhen Me^aiaara, Busk, «Qd Bundy a r r iv e  

ftt th e  White House to  b r ie f  th e  p a r t io lp e n ts ,  li»«l\»5ing th e  P re s id en t, cm 

th e  att&(dc on th e  d e s tro y e rs . Vai»se has r«9m ined  &t th e  Pentagon to  ask 

th e  J o in t  C hiefs I f  i t  would laajEe any dlfferenOHs whether tJie r e ta l ia to r y  

s tr ik e s  were ccmducted a t  f i r s t  llg^ht. Aceordiag to  th e  C h iefs, suoh an 

a tta c k  wotOd make no d lf fe rm c e  from a  a d l l ta r y  s tan d p < ^ t»  although fewer 

people adg^t be th e re .  With t h i s  Infonoatlcm , Vaxtee leaves fo r  th e  White 

Ho\ise.

At a  IvBMh follow ing th e  NSC jaeetlag, th e  types o f  response and 'Uae 

ta rg e ts  a re  d iscu ssed , Rurit, MoNamara, McCone, Bundy* and Vance axe presfflat. 

The P resid en t agrees th a t  a  firm , sw ift r e ta l ia to r y  s tr ik e  murt be ean rled  

o u t. Here, he rec e iv e s  th e  th re e  o p tlm s  proposed by McNamara, and ecm- 

s ld e rs  th e  s t r ik e s  ag a in s t tibe FT boat bases and th e  Vlnh Pol depot to  be 

ap p ro p ria te . Hm mining o p era tio n  as w e ll as  an a tta c k  c» Haiphc^ig Kre no t 

adopted. The P resid en t MiiB h m  loaog I t  would take  to  eacecute tim  s t r i l » ,  

McNamara, according to  Bvaidy, e s tim ates  firom th e  advlc» he has received  

from th e  C hiefs th a t  a  s t r ik e  could be latm died a t  f i r s t  l i g h t  (7 100 AM Ic ^ a l  

tim e) o r 7 :00 B4 WaiMngt<m tim e. The P re s ld m t a i ^  MsNamara to  c a l l  the  

C hiefs to  confirm  th e  tim e, bu t MeNamara says he w i l l  t^eck  i t  ou t m  h is  

re tu rn  to  th e  Pentagon.
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12)22 m. — Sbarp cwlled and glvsus him th* lAtest altxtatioa

xwpart on ths torp«do flxlngi «t the destrogrvrs. Sdtimttts are ^mt 3-6 

FI Bo«ts are eneacgad, with two reportad axoiK, oo  m m y aircraft ar« ra- 

portad In ar«a» and air«x»ft from tiie OGnBTBX£ASZ(̂  ara on «ta,tion 

ovar daatroyara. Siarp M ka  that tha daatroy«r« ba givaa pamdaalon 

to pursua FT Boata to the tfaraa-odle linit» taoA that aireraft ba paxsdttad 

to eagage In hot porauit. Burtixinal advisafl him tiiat the rulaa of anga^< 

mcnt ara being con«1dared by McHaoera and tim  Chiefa. Burchinal adviaes 

Sharp to dig out target imtarial oa FHOC LQI, QUMff3 SHE, and VXKH R>I 

eoa^Lex.

12:32 m . (12:32 AM Saigon tine, Aoguat 5th) —• Ihe destroyer* report 

that at least two vam ay craft have bean aunk, but that lov eeilinga continue 

to haî >ar tha aireraft cqpfomtiaaa.

12:5  ̂ PM. (12:5^ AMSaigon tlras, August 5th) — In addition to the 

torpedo atta<dCy the TURKER JCY rarporta that during tha engagement ihe was 

fired tQxsci h y  autoraatio waap<»t while being iUuBdnated by saarehlights.

12:57 m . (12:97 AMSaigon tiioe, August 9th) A CZNCPACmeasage 

to JCS recownendB that aaxlAioritx be granted to oonduct punitive U.S. air 

■trikes as soon as possible against BBH !IKUT, aon QjUANS KBS» and LOC 

CHAO.

1:01 H4« Siarp ealls J ta rd h ix m l a m i reports two Jet aireraft hsw 

been s ifte d  flaring out of HAXKA8 as far south as MKAKQ. Sharp says 

that wtt eannot afford to pendt hostile aireraft to fly over earriera.
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Sharp then quotas a proposed message on rules of engageiaexit for aircraft whioh 

would grant to d e c l a r e  b o s t i l e  a » d  mms&m o o y  V iettM a a sw e/

QdCom aircraft viioae aatioDs dwsv within a "reaaoniOjle o«rt«inty" that an 

attadc cm U.S. For<»s 1« iatendftA* Burtiiinal a g r « i «  ^ t  the inesMNge ah<»iXd 

be sent if needed ftor the seourity CXBCBftC Foreeay md notes that a meet

ing is nov going cm at tli» White Itouae.

>03 IM .  1 h »  White Houw id .tu a tic m  x w m  c a l l s  th e  P«aB tagc» CkanBtand 

C m tttr and adylses th a t R ational S eourity  Council meeting has 4ust 

broken vq>. Md^mara, iSeOcmt Ruidc, and ham  now &xm to  Ivxudti w ith

th e  P resid en t. The s itu a tio n  rooa m n ts  to  be s\are tlu it th e  la te s t  repoarts 

tvaa. th e  destroy ers a re  forwarded a t  onoe.

Ii2t» B i. <«• MeSamxu, s^LU at the ^Qiite Bouse, calls &a*ehinal at 

the Psntason. Burdidnal tells him that Sharp had reported, the presenoe of 

hostile aircraft (prok>al>ly XL 28*s} flying out of HAXKAH and was issuing a 

"to engage” order If  the security of his foroea was threatened by enemy air 

(»se tlie ItOl Iff entry <d>ove), Hdlaiaara is insistent that faster radtuatiem 

r ;̂>orts be obtained tr o a  the MAXBXac and adcs that Sharp try to eontaet the 

destroyer hy radio. Buro3iinal advises that the JCS had hem  eonsiCeris^ 3 

ftourses of aotion, «wsh progressively highar in its  level of intensity, and 

reecDBsended the second xmaniiaously. IMs ecaosisted of air strikes against 

the PT Boat bases at m x  t£ H , €p3H3 KHE, LOC THCJI, and the VIRH oil eoi^pls*. 

Rejected was the first option, a strUos cn^ at VUBI, and third, not 

only the FT Boat bases but other targets such as KAXIfiCIIICr.

I t ^  BM. Following up MoNauiar&'s zt>quast, Burddnal ealls Sharp and
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asks fo r  a «tatua r«p«rt on th« engagement* S utrp  re p o rts  tira  F? Bottts 

bav« b6ca •unk bxit is uno«rtain a s  to total nunlMr involvttd and aajra 

that Bomt 13 torpadoes b m v baan laumdied. Also, h »  re p o rts  l ^ t  ttoare is  

acne indiaatlon of nxm ny aircraft In ttaa area but says that adrcraft both 

te a a  tim  TIGCHnEBOQAazid CORSTELZATZQN are on tdie sossw* Burdbdaal m Ssm 

Siarp to obtain a dlreot radio report tr< m the Ships engaged.

Ii30 m . (It30 AMSaigon tine, Auguat | t̂h) -« Hie destTO(y«ra report 

that the attacking craft had apparently broken aff the engageoant* The 

MAIDQK and TUSHES JOT are directed to renow their patrol in the Oulf of 

Toolcin at dayli^t on titie 9th o t August.

12

l i$ 9  B t. •» aiiarp o&lXs B urehinal « id  ss^s ^b a t eaimot eon1»et 

fldiips by- miee iredio, but te lls hla %b».t he has scant a iBessage reqtiestii^ 

that the situation repotrts be expedited. Ihe last jdoeasâ  from aMps 

reports that freak weather is affeeting radar perfozxaai»et with zMay i^mtaets 

wd torpedo runs doufbtful. Sharp sa^ that the I4AS0CK itself has reported 

im visTial sl|^tines» and orver anxious soaMmnen lasor have aeeouzrted for What 

they errcswously thou^t to be torpedoes.

2t08 BM. Sharp advises BurcMna.1 that ^  Is^ s t sitmtion repcnii 

indieates that three FT*s have besn suidk:, and that the v<Mt.ther is  detcriorat- 

iag aaeidhasipering aireraft opsara.tiQna. Shaarp exgoresses tlw viev that there

is no doubt that a torpedo attack did oeeori but adds ^lat w tsay of ^  re-
1
ported torpedo attaeks aisy have besn due to inaeeurate scoar reports. 

"\ftumev«r they get keyed up on a thing like this, evexytMog t̂ isQr hear osn 

the soaiar is a torpedo," says Sharp.
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H tre , ttaft « r ^ t  C lii«fiB  ham  ju « t begun t b ^  aev ttB g . Mifllaiaftra Mtys 

thM t tta* Fnactdflat wants th e  a trik s a  to  ta k * p lM *  act 7s00 IK  Waahington 

tlm a , and a t tH e fo llo w in g  ta rg a ta i (p O ia  8SB, FSlffi U H ,  R » T  m m ,  YKM 

QK[, T X m , and LOG GBAO. Q m t* la  b o  d lsaan t o» t lila  p ropo aal. A t ktUSi m ,  

M tflaiaBn and Vanea ra tu xn  to  tb a  JodLnt C h iafa  aad izid iea .te  th a t th a  tls w  <tf 

th a  a tr lk a  la  lD s>artattt, fo r  tbaire w ill  b« no aonouneeaant u s tU  th *  starike
• a t

gata tasbter way. Hcdtoiaara rarvlami t3 ^  BtxVot m a u & t vhi<da o r lg li ia l ly  raada 

”By 0700 local tlsia 5 Augoat or aa aoon tharaaftar aa wwther paradta aon- 

Auet attack" and I t  la theraaft«r diaagad to '*Stjr 0700 looal 5 Auguat eon- 

dufft a a n a - tln a  mBadnBBn sffbrt attaok". 'Qm waath^ portion la plaead in 

anotherV part tbm  aaaaaga, and a ta ta a  that " if 'i ^ t h a r  praeludaa msetlng 

tha abov« tine of attadc, proe—d aoonast, and notify JC8 ABAP” . The major 

part o f  tha aaaaage la quoted in tba 3 tJ $  At entry belov.

3:30 m « Rear Attedral Mustin of the Jcdnt Staff ealla Sharp and 

teUa him to be on the alter, for a strike eieeeute laesaa^ i t  being prepired 

and would be trananltted as aoon as releaaed.

3»3̂  Ht, •« Mostin eaUs the (General Sedth) Deptsty Direetor for Opeza- 

tioKiâ  Joint Staff and infoxna him that the Joint Chiefa are in sesaion, 

that a strike eaeeute tueaaaea ia now being typed up and that Sharp knows i t  

la oondng. Mostin aaks that a tranttdasian line be kept open.

3»00 PM » m
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m . Mdlamrm diseuwMS la t« s t  oituaitlcm  rep o rt w ith Sharp 

«nd F«q;iM«t0 U iat d e fin ite  e o n flrm tli^  he o^stcdned from th e  F le e t Cosnaander 

o f th e  a ttack s on deetroyvra. MtiSaoara notee t ^ t  the time th ree  

houre away from the scheduled esEeeution and d ire c ts  th a t p reparatioos pro

ceed fo r th e  s tr ik e s .

Bi. (inlii- AM, August 5th, Salgott t i3s») — C m m o n J S transmits 

an a lirt siessage to OOMBEVB8HHFLT md the TIOOBDB^OGA and COnBXBLLATZOH to 

be prepared to strike targets at 7tOO BI (7i00 IK Saij^ time). Ttm  deidgnated 

tars^ts are the PT Boat bases at QUAlfQKHE, BBI 1BUY, HQif RB Xslaad, and a o m  

VK Sstuaary» HQROAST and V m i m V T S t any ideotiflad Vtcaiilx Viel»uuaese FT 

Boats loeated at seajt m>i& the VXSB fettrolsua Stosmge De|K»t. She latter is 

oahellsd the zitmt>«r one target pdority* Tbm xaassa^ indieates that i t would 

be "desina»le" that a ll targers be strudt sisialtaneously, and adfts that 

authority is granted to recycle aircraft as neeessary and strike the two 

soxxth«m targets (qUABKt BHDB snd HOTTBinr) vith ft 88<MXid laaai^ i f  the T o rm »  

on the HCXHUCSOGA axt& CCWSTgTJATIOW ere inadequate. I t  conclxjdeB by speclfy-

ing that this >ms a preparatory (nrdert m A that lataartiiag iftusuld not be ae- 

eompllflhed until an execute order ^as received.

kt35  m . (Mt33 am, August ? th , Saigon tixoe) CZZOftC tra n s ia its  an 

o f f ic ia l  ( a le r t)  zoeasage to  CIllCBiyC9fliT to  pirepaare to  cm oute a i r  s tr ik e s  a t 

7100 m  (7t00 AM lo e a l t in e ) , a ^ d a s t ( l )  R3I« HAmJT, (2) BEH OHO? (ITU®),

(3) BOH QA3T, (k ) m m  xms, m i  {3) WC CKAO.
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4i4o_Bl. — SlMMPp eaXU Bur«toinal and i«  ijtform®d th a t  tlie  JCS a triisa  

ewwut* ia»«8age l a  in  th e  S««r«tary o f  Defensa*# O fflo« r« 8dy to  go, b u t 

th a t  th a re  I s  s t i l l  » s l i ^ t  amcrunt o f doubt ^«hath«r ib e  d es tro y ars  ware 

in  f a c t  a t ta d te d . Sbajrp w i l l  t r y  to  ge t more d e f in i te  In fcom tiozi fwaa 

Admiral MocKrar. Burabinftl than  asks Sharp 'vA»ther th e  laimiSi eould  be a«- 

Ooni>lishad a t  7sOO m .  Sharp respooda tiaat ”i t  w i l l  be t l ^ t ” b u t '*I thiidc 

a o .” He adds, however, th a t  i t  be ^uat as to  w «it an hour or ao, i t  

we have to ,  t o  be c e r ta in  an a tta c k  had occurred . Sharp thm i su sg es ts  i t  

B d ^ t  be n ecessa iy  to  r e ^ c l e  sqdw o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  fo r  a  second s tr ik e  againa t 

VXHH azui B urchinal saya ”t h l s  w i l l  be a l l  r ig h t” , i f  neitdad. S b i ^  e s t im ta s  

th a t  about 70 a i r c r a f t  in  a l l  w i l l  be involved in  th e  s t r ik e a .

PM. — H »  JCS strUsB eaeecute jseaaage to  CIMCEAG i s  tra n sm itted  

by d ir e c t  te le ty p e  from th e  IMCC to  th e  CdCMC Coonand Center*

m (l»i55 am, August Saigon tizaa) — TZOmmOGk re c ^ ire s  th e  . 
CZIiCPAafTiT a l e r t  message d ire c tin g  COMSEVSNTKFLT to  be prepared a t  7)00 FM 

to  s t r ik e  th e  PT Boats a t  designated  locaticna*  !!he TXCCMffiOGA i s  a lready  

oa an a l a r t  s ta tu s  as  a  3re su lt  o f  f f  Bc«t atta<&s cm th e  d estro ^« ra .

Vpon re c e ip t  o f A e r t  message, i t s  p i lo t s  and Weâ pcaui Planning Board c « ~  

m m e  to  p lan  fo r  th e  s trU a s *  A message i s  a lso  sen t to  Naval A ir S ta t im  

a t  Cubi P o in t, H iilip p ln ea  (some 500 m ilas away), d iiw fc ing  a l l  up*sta tus 

A-1 and A-h a i r c r a f t  to  re tu rn  to  th e  HOOMDBROGA a« soon as p o s s ib le . This 

i s  naceaaary because th e  coisplenant o f  a i r c r a f t  on th e  TICOMDEHOQA haa to  be 

augmented by a d d itio n a l s t r ik e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  th e  maadmum s t r ik e  e f f o r t .  A 

nuniber o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  on th e  'TKXXiCEROGA have bO(Wi used ^sreviously fo r

15
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rtteonnalBsanee (YankM e f f o r t s  Laos, amd. ooold n o t ^ p r o p r la te ly

b« uflM  ̂ fo r  th«  B trikft.

5tOO_Bt. —. Caljoa»«l 3m »n  o f  tiMS Jcgtofe S ta f f ,  l a  %hm JGS «sMif<mBice

room, 6&3J jb th«  !ll!IC!C P a e lf ie  and m y s  tlm t tb e

CMefi would l ik a  a  for«ctt« t of tb s  WM.tih«ar <rr«r t a r g t t  «n»a at f <00 AM 

local ttaa.

5:15 m   6:00 m  
j c Q ^ m s m m W ^ ^ S 'W 'DinsRMXsE

One of the reeurvent prcAilcne throughout the aftemocn wu a la/A 

of clear and oonviivsiae itiioHlag that an attaak on the dettroyert had in 

fact oacurred. MdSasmra, Vanoe and the CSilefs, at this podnt narrfiall the 

evidenoe «od oopclude that an &ttaok had taken plane* In this regard five 

factors are eonsidered: Mrst, that the TUBHEK SO I %ms iUundnated vtMsi 

fired on by autonatic weaposui S e m ^ ,  mm the destroi^s a93serv«d 

eooSqdt l i ^ t s i  IMa^, « fGM 1^  iSiot at tiro teem a^ plsaesi a Horth

lUetiUBnese annmawwaent that two of its  boats m r 9  "saeriileed", and Finally, 

Sharp*s detenaittation that there vas an attadc. I t  Is here that Lrtlâ * in- 

dioates that the 7x00 IM strike time will not be zaet because, as Wheeler 

relates^ the curriers are operating on a tise vhiflb makes i t  81OO IW here 

and 7tOO AM th e i r  t i o e .

5 ; ! ^  IM — Ihtt 4€8 s t r ik e  esGseute raessaaft i s  z«trazisffiitted f la s h  p re « |d e im  

v ia  noziaal cihanneljat as 4G8 7720 t o  CXNCBAC. I t  s ta te s  t ^ t  b^ 7sOO HI EDT
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(0700 lo « a l tltEw) a  one-tinie mftict.Tmjm efT ort att&ek againiit tlM follow ing 

ta rg v ts  ^ o u ld  be ocnduated: FTT Boats lo ca ted  a t  PGST WA££UT ( la te r  ean- 

ealXed hwfauM  o f  w eather), HCaf QiCr, HlUC and <̂ IAHa KHE and a t  

CHAD. The ape<tlfled ta rg e ts  a re  b o a ts , Pol a t  VZMH, and an anned reoon- 

xialssanee a g s ln s t PT Boats beyond th e  three*4n lle  U n i t .  Qi« message 

eauitlons th a t  I f  th e  weather p reelude mMtizig th e  shove tiias o f  a t t a ik ,  

th e  eomoander I s  to  "prooesd soonest” and to  ix ii i iy  ^ le  JC8 as soon as 

p o ss ib le .

9t23 m .  — Sharp c a l l s  B urehjnal and says th e re  i s  no douht th a t  

an a ttad k  on th e  d es tro y ers  had ooeurred, fmr he has In te rc e p te d  a  North 

Yietnamsse nvissage s ta t in g  th a t  two a t  I t s  FT Boats were ”» * a rif lc ed " . 

Sharp i s  acv  s a t i s f i e d  w ith a l l  th e  ev idenae, what w ith sev e ra l adAitioiMd 

re p o r ts  from thm l!!URIiER JOY, Sharp tim i  BMmticns th a t  th e  attaeik w i l l  be 

eoning o f f  a t  8*00 m  Washington t in *  no t 7tOO I«  b u t s t i U  a t  7lOO AM 

lo e a l  t in e .  'Qie reason  i s  ^ l a t  th e  CBHCPAD txneu te  laessage used "HOTEL" 

tim e, v ^ r e a s  th e  o a x r ie rs  were d ioo ting  fo r  th e  q p era tio a  oq "QOLT" time 

(g iv ing  th«tt an e x tra  h o u r).
f

5i29 m .  - < ^ t i n  c a l l s  th e  m x  (G eneral Smith) and in d ic a te s  th a t  

some confusion e x is ts  over th e  tiiae  in  th e  Gulk o f  Tonkin. He asks Smith 

to  g e t on th e  te le ty p e  and s tr a ie ^ te n  out th e  n a t te r .  Sudth, a t  ?t33 Hi, 

o a l ls  G eneral MoKut^^eon a t  CZNCPAC and ntka to r  a  breakdown o f th e  tiraes 

betweisi th e  e a r r ie r s  ( in  th e  S o u ^  CSiina Sea and cm "HOTEL” t i ia s ) ,  SAIGON* 

and the  ta r g e ts  (on "GOLF" tim e) and Washington. MsKutchecm re p l ie s  th a t
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a t  "aoU)" tiioB, 13m> WaaMngton tim e would be 8 iC« PM ana iaa« lo e a l  t i m  

7t00  AM, « 13 hour a t  "H3*I3Si:.” t i a e ,  tim  WstfMngtoa tlB »  iwjuM

b« 7(00 IM, w ith th«  lo c a l  tlm s s t i l l  ?iOO MS, & 12 Im st 

MaKut<^toon th«n adAs th a t  CXIlCB^^WLT i««nt <m GdJF t i m ,  r e a l is in g  th a t  

ta»  (jaarrlers oould n m  tlie «9Etra hour to  g t t  r*aay .

5>39 BI. S0MKTP i » l l s  BureMmO. and tJmt th« iali«ati€»i» art ^
1

th a t  laim oh'tiffle w i l l  b« 0700 lensal cxr 6 sOO B l Waiibiiigtcm t i m .

i8
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6:00 m  *
m n < m L

fte a&tlaoBl Sceiaritsr CSatmoil, vltli Qm PMiaidnit, U oO om , Ball, Bon^, 

and ,  1« ecarvtmed am NeSaawm, Tane* and IftiMilaar wnriw at tha

Vhlta Botue* Mdfcnam aakmi tlaw* ]̂ r«qposaJyi« fixvt, ^ b te t tha a^riha lia 

oarrlad out aealnat the FT boat baaaa and tha a«9|M» îa8 taMtaUjttiona, 

Sacood, iA m k aa paart of tha ratallatoay atriJtaa xviAftareaaanta a«Bt to ttoa 

avaa, aa aaqpopaaaion of our vlU to aaoalata, and Iblxd, lAiat tba Pmldnxt 

iMPCwnea thaaa aetiona to tha M m rlom a jd a J L o , and aak eoagjuaaa to paaa •  

Joint raaol»tloBL aupportliig hl». fiiava aara no otojaetiatui, and tha Pnaldaot 

la toldl that tha prwlcMalar aatlaatad TiOO nt laundi tlaa vUl not ba aat, 

vith tha Xanudi tlaa aoir aatiaatod to ba 8t00 IK. Bundjr haa a dxaft * 

Joint vaaoltitiaft and « prqpoaad Praaldantlal atataaant.

6tO T  m . *«* Slaasrp oaUji W e m M m l and xwpaata thst ha la aattla:nad 

that tha daatragrars v n m  attadfaid. fla aov haa tha JOB atrlka aaeuta 

■aaaasa. Bumdaiml aagra that MoWawnm, aoir at tha Uiita Boom, is alao 

aati^flad that iAtm attaoka on tha daatgoyara hanpo oeecamd and had aada tha 

stataMRtt Jurt •  idiort tlaw a«o Idwt tha "ihov la noir on tlw road.* k ttm t  

agraains ai^vaaalYa flvt *Snui part of tha g s m " t Skm xp tb m  stataa 

a ta t tha poraaa lAMmld not s it  tha atoiar at TiOO Bf« BtsNMaal rapliaa that 

m  will insure that notMx« gata out tastil " m  kaoir that you'ra off tax̂ gat* 

Shaanp oatlnataa thla to ba 9t00 M» BorcdiiiBal aqphMlSM that aagr 

Hnnoimcawwit v lll ba dalagrad ao that thura i« "no poaaiblUtgr of aafoom  

raadlag” tha atrlte. U rn aattatr of dapIoijrii« addlttooal Aureaa to tha 

ttiaatar la alao diaeuaaad.

•  •  •  •  •

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



20

e x k 5  IM •  7 il5  m

^lunSy to tot»13j|7 L̂->3
«  «  *  •  •  '" 'I

6 i 56 m . (^156 Aosudt ^  Sfticon t in t }  • •  O^JdBIIiASZCR x«a« l'v *t 

tb t JOB BtrilMi m jm cvbm  wMMMg*.

7 t 2 2  m . (Ts28 m , Aogttflt 5tli Balcon tiw ) •• fh t c«rri«r TlCXKM BOOk 

rvMlTM ttat <S3KMCriff «a»oufe« SMaaat.

7i30 m . (T<90 am August 5th, 8«icon tia») • •  flw o«nl«r (XHfflBXAZIOR 

rMMlTM tfa» CZSCMC 1—■tifli vbloh pM«M tl»  JOB stzllBi BMU«t viih 

iBstruotioni aat to  «aMruto un til dixvotMiA.

7 tk 9  M ,  { 7 th $  m  A v tsm t 'fVki, SaijO H t lM i)  •  S w  w e sim e  CCBBTgLJJiTIOW

z«o«1tm  its  taxi«t asslgewnts,
i

Tiso HU (7190 AM, Ai«u«t 9th SaleoB t i m )  «m c a x v L w  (X m S E U m m  

recci'VM tb« 039C3MC ttrlla i ciBMufc* SMMg*.

7»59 m . — CteMXttl VlnMtt, MOC VMiflo 9»tk eaUs th t CZHCBftC Xhity 

OCriowr, XA. Colxmil IdadMor, n d  f a r  Xbm o ff-tlo it, aunlMirs aad 

of asm  m r r im r  •trik», ZdadMQr rtp lim  tb«re is  notfaiog jrvt oa th» starllois, 

althoui^ ttezv is  som oai3»t « lr patrol aotiirit3r in roXatiOB to tho owrlior 

attaeks <m ttm  dsstrogmra*

8>05 IM. •« ChHCMirRi l&MlKr, in tho Oahiait v o m  at tha Vhito Bowm,

(tails Buwthinal at tha Fantagoa and asks i f  aaQrthing is taappaaiog.
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BiBNfaiml Mgr> that Tam has « olawr Uw ofM, Imt no vwd hu  Umm 

Mwvtimd. Wh—lT  v u ta  to kaoir m  aoon ••  tb» vos<d a a e rirm  lOiflct tte  

alveomft hsvv Immk Iwawihna.

9j39 3K. HoKBMMcm, fUraii IOm Vbit* Houm, cmIJji Stavp tBuafl 

asks ulMitfter tb» oKrrlcni facv* Imawhad tiwlr alraraft. S tm rp  MqpUai 

ha haa vaoai'wd ao vort y 9 t , but foralMMy baaatiaa tlw oarrlan  v lll pro* 

▼Ida a mEAlaKtad rapogt vim  « »  Xaaanh la oovlatad. Ndhaava, taowartr, 

aagr* that tta'laaaiah ta alraadbr ^  wlwittaa aftar tfaa osdaxvd t ia t  o t  taka> 

o ft aaA Mata Shaxv to  oontaot tha oarrlan  dlxwtOy Igr xvAio. WrrHawam 

atvaaaaa «wt ha aurt 0»t an landlata irlatiaatnt aiaoa tte  FraaiAvit vaota 

to so an tSia a ir  and laften tba ihart uan paqpla. fhla, a^f« MeflBoam, la 

telac baU tecdc panftlng nord of tha UxbmAi irLth aova tten  liO alaiitei hmrli« 

aljpaadbr alwpaart paat tim  I te m A  ttea  gi^aa to  tha Fraaldaot. 0ha«p 

aatlaataa, although ha doaa not h««a tha Isunah plan, that I t  vau3A taka
-j

tha Bircwurt abotct an hour to  tm d x  ^  ta«gpit. Ndtanra aaka Shaxp to 

f la l out DlMn thagr aa« .IwatAiag and vtaan tha flza t f U a ^  v l l l  \m  cm a t 

tax^ata.

9 i00 ac. *• (QLim pletiim of air altwtlon at 9<00 IM aa aoon on 

hoatlla rater.)

9>09 » .  •- Shaxp ealla M tM mmrm «t hit offloa aad aagra ttaat ana 

oanrlar (paabagpa botlx) %»o«a4 aot ta to Isuodi ftcnr aaotliaar 50 aliiutM 

(lOtOO IK ISMliliigtOB tiaa). **Xb crttMor wovda, ^lay ooiOdn't mOm tbm  tlaK,** 

zapoorta Starp. Shaxp aaqpaalna tbat tha ocBvrtaalon of tlMr and tha

L ■
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eoHnailcatloBa la g art tfa» xm m o tm , aaA thliflut that -Ua* iMit estJUwted 

tlMM of«r texavt, with n lOtOO IM laeoKdi v ll l te  «l»oat 12tOO Htdnin^, 

UMlilai8%MtlM. Hrlfwwm ttan aides how MrloiMt a fMMlteiltial eta*ew*t 

voRild te flbouft tte  tlM cxf liHWch that voold aagr thiat "M tlila nnatiit 

air asoMtutifln is nov la aooairatlan asaiaat gm boats anft m9 9 ortl]« 

flMslUtia* ift anA naar tau a t poarta o f Ifcrth T lalni lidLoiii baspi baan uaaA In 

axgpqgt of boatlli ovaratlona.” Shax̂ tOiiiAui i t iimM ngt ba a ''good idaa” 

baoKoaa i t viU alart tba 9 o m . dotM aboiil i«T m k u r n m  aagra that 

tha wnam inuU ba alartod aa aoaa aa Mia alroamft atart ea m ta e Into tba 

ooaat. Shaarp aagra "Tbtgr wm't kaoir i*aee «bNgr godjug. Of ootaraa

tlNQTv lll ba alartad aa aooB aa ttey la tba air baoauaa Balwm la 

galag to plak -ttiM and ao v ll l  ttat otiiffr paopa«. But tSaqr von't know 

vtaura tlMQr am Z «eu3jSB*t rinr—■mfl It.*

9<2g IM. — Shazp talla MsMmmam Ite t F t Boata (ivMRaMbly thoaa 

ratvmliKi tra m attack aa tba dMitrovava) vara takiaf aamrtvrny vlthla tha 

thraa Klla lUdt. IMtaaara zvocmnaa that tba alnarart parooaad to bit 

daaignntaa taaqprba, but atithorlaaa atrUdag aagr boata ali^xtad on vagr la.

Sa aaora ”Oat tbaa oft, that la tha aaia thli«.*

9 tS 6 HI. (9ta9 Jm , Aaguat 9«h Salmon tiaa) «« CXmAZJUtSCEOB 

•iflBita Ita vtrlka pUm ftar ajnaraval to tba Oanrlagr T buA  Waacm Ooanadar.

10i06 m » — Aftar to vm eSx B m m tm doUdiatur fbr aavtml

ho«Dra, tha PnwidKit ftnaJly a*ta throfu^ aaA iafbom bla of tha daelalon 

to ntallaba.
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1Q|26 m . -*  Mdfeanra (Main ana asko vteetber e d r e m tt  ax«

la\moh(*d 3T«t. ragrs bt has ao rim  voaeA, Init is 8t£E» <m» c»rri«r

(TXCOKXSBOOA) 2iad liiaaKdwki «t iJOtOO IM Aoooiidlag to Sbarp, howmr, tits

otter carrl«r (OOMGnZJUUnOH) vUl aot ‘te iO»l« te lacuaatdh ont osf I tt  iprô pa

sl(3<iin? firqp»I3«r Orlmm edxtondK) w U l 2400 m  aaft tb« otiMNr { im

J«t«) ubUI 8 t90 vtnai •  %im m t  for groups

around 3t l5 iM» aqnoxwotly tecsuM ”Sb» Is not al>Ia to att in position ia

tiaw.” Sharp mesgiJUtim tbls stfttio® tlittt lOis OCIiraEIiÛ CH imi oosiiig f^ns

tfa* aortb aiad bad to gst into positicm liy ooKing aroand Hainan. Xa ordar to

sst into position sb» had to usa a good w tuty of bar airoraTt for v t m l m n .

Shaxp rspaats that tha HOCeHStOQA should hATt Isamcdisd at ijDtOO M ,  but
svtre

MoBwaara wants M» to meJtm abaoliitslyAigr ctttiag in touoh. As to tbs 

(XKBfBBLLksnim , tk X fm m n  asks bow Xo^ i t  vouM tî Ba its  air^paft to zwu^ 

tha taxvnt. Sharp raplias tlia farthast taxget will ba raaobad in abciut 5 

hours. NtdhsRura than sagrs that no anaounecsMit bsra "Is going to influsnct 

vhat thay think about thoaa aircmft ccadns in baoausa you v ill alraadjr haws 

launebsd about a half hour ago against tha othar targats. Sharp agraas; "as 

long as thSQT don't knov vhat the tax^sts a r t . . MaiHaBaxa statas that *Z h x m  

out that out o t  tha stataaant,** and Sharp say* **ths«« v ill s t i l l  ba tha 

alsM&t t a  wnxesTLam, u  long as ycu do»*t say tdiat fS m  taxeat« 7  ax**"

lot t̂o m. (lot^o AN, Ai«ust ^  Saigon tia«) *- \

raoovtrs tha last groiqp osf A»1 aireraft t r m  ooalbat air patrol <rme tha
4  

■ %
dastroQrars.

\
\\

1
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X 0 th 3  a t . ( lO ik S  m ,  Aî cast Saigon t i m )  »« TICGnEllOGUl Iauik^s 

four A>1 strlki airev«rt vith Instruotlocs to oxlDit owxliead. !Sdt I* 

naoMsary so that tha caarriar tecK oould ba fraa for tha aaaiLtng of A-U 

airoraft fttai CUbi Iblnt than ov^lting onotiaal anA to paxvLt ooardinKtlcn 

of saiap and jat utrikM to «KMrara a slBultaneous arriral tlm  ovar tba 

tavs*^. 13m A-X lAUBohiag aaxtei tha baglnnlng of ^  attaek, aad vlthla 

tbm  hour tbasa ftaur A-X'i Atpsrt ftiir TO B l^

MQSSt Sha fuaatlca mqt bt x«tMid aa to Mlqr t9w ^̂EOCRXSOOA. 014 not 

■MTt the aiqpaetad Uuaoh tlM of T*00 IN BDE* S»m ax« bom of tha 

xaaaoB* asalsnadi Flxvt, tha cmCMenff "Vvapaza to strUat ataMga,* 

daai«natlng «paoifle tavgats was raeaiTad on tb» TKXBtKROaft at k i ^ 3  IN- 

laia JCB •trUai ameuta aMsaga cotttalnlng additional guidanoa vaa 

raoalvad at 61IO IN. fills did not p m lt  ■ufflclant laad tlaa to 

conduct tha ttrlka at TiOO IK. aaooed, iim  TIG(XOQBOQA had ha«t 

oonftuetlng eontlsuoua latanBiva aJUr opamtlona, inolu&liig ooidiat 

air patrol and zaeoanaisaanoa, f o r  29 houra prior to and ovarlanpiBS 

tha first strika. fhlrd, a ll xip-ctatm alraraft and A*>l'a) had
0

to ha flown in t tm . Cifl>l FolBt  ̂ aa: t̂ha TICXHDOGOCM. ims in trazMttion 

hatwaan Ita raooramiaaaaoa rola and Ita atrika poatuxa.

lQ:it6  Bt. NoiRaawkra oalla fihazp ag a in , waaktng oonflnaKtlcaB o f  

thalauiu^ tlaaa. Bbmrp aaQra 00 vtxeA haa yat ha«a raoaivad, fl»d MedianAra 

auggiMta ha radio In tha olaar, aaking tha TXCORBEKXyL I f  i t  did ufaat i t  

aaid I t  vould do at lOtOO. HsHaBaxa stataa that tha Fraaidant vaata to 

go on tha air at hut ahould not go on unlaaa ha haa a eonfUwitian
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of tbt iBuadi, McliRnara tlMm vants Shup to iNMiBni baliT'houoply po«t<-«irikt 

rmpeart*,

XOikQ M . tb «  iM t*  Warn* c a lL t W M m , «ht

Svputy Sirtetor for Oiptrmtions, Joist Staff sad atatsM tlmt mtw 3jRaû  

tlaM for tlM OOWaagJtiATiqi tam boci g»o>lT»a «M <K»Mili«nrt»3y 

Xat«r th an  t t e  TZCOBaROCIÎ *a, th a t  t t e  PmMidiBEt Is fm t m

U.1I5 IN sta tiM B it, and aidea hov audi vouM ba vtwalad ct ISia aaafiuaoa- 

■ an t. v te ta a  th a t  Sharp aggmm idLtb «  f»aai<l«Btial mmuKoxmmsct near 

that MnHamm baa raocwaanlaa tha dalation of vpaoiflo poaitlcma daallwg 

v l^ tha tax««ta.

Ut05 m . Vlwan oaUa Busr«S}limXmad npcarta iimt aemUjm ia 

aixlxirtia ja t, that tha CXRSaDUUfflXCE la not la poaltlon, aaA that aanranO. 

anra houra vouM ba »aq>iix>ad for Ita flxat Xauneh. fhara ia nov tbi 

poaaHaHltjr# Msoogptlag to VLoKm, t33»t baoavuM of vaatbar, tStm CX3RBTEIA3IOH 

BHQr hava to a<md> ita opaxwtion. Ba vaoogniaM thla ifould tip our band if  

ona fioroa goaa i», and aa^ that ttmm can !m no acrulA>ia8 of tha acLaaioa 

vBtiX tha Saorataxy of Saltaaa and tha CSbaixsaan of tha JoiBt G hi^  az« 

finrt oQtiflad, par tbt JCS atriloi axaeuta m u tn g B .

l i t 11 m . -• Mdtmwim oalla ®M«p| and ia toM '*Zt ia ^ t  that X 

don't thiols that thara la m y  «uaatio» that thaff* h«ra lauwdiad. I t  la ^uat 

a quMtlcn of gattiag tha np«rt.® MdHtaanra, vith ragard to tha vaathar 

conditioM aad poaaibla oaaoallatiaa of tha (XBBTKIJLKPIQS g t r i h m ,  atatM
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ttaRt *S» oonaort s it Imw ma •  aftticn and 2«% ttMU atteok us on ttw hitfi 

MM sad w t do sonstbiag.** m sm rn m  ths 0QHSSAX2ASICK oouM b« 

dlYttrtad to hit soufehsam targets inolu&lng the oil dspot vhnr* th« 

ysarfchKT la  bvttwr.

XIi20 IM- — ealls UeSS^sm m m &  w gm  i t  is acmr

FlaaM MTS IftuocdMd f t c m th» 5g<XHDBR0qA $0 KLmxtM aso, «t 101^3 m 

(K>i43 an Saigon t t e ) .  I t Hill te£b» aix-omlt alnv^ an hour ma& tW s y  

■ImitM to xm d b . thair tazgats. ^  attaok viXl lMi is tuo W s k

scMuIad to aniv t at tha ssm tia»*

lligT M . — OonsKsAK* aanson of acC fm e d f i e BMk noUllM 

tha Hhita Boum SituatiOB Boom th at tfaa TICOBSXtCXU. lamdiad i ts  f ir s t  

a ire ra ft a t 10t^3 IH# v itb  aa astlw tad  tia a  ovar Him taxgat a t lilO ^

n i a s . a t . ( 1x 135 m , Angust 9«ti saigon tiM >  — advisM

tiM OaxTiar iM k ly^roa OoMaandar of iatanAtd lamMh pM ition f<or strikas 

for siaultanacAU) tiM  ovar taxfptt 3i^5 JM.

» •  •  «  •

U tto lM
Tmwm g a te  db  g a g  a i r

Qtt idm  raoCBOBModatioo of Kaltanam, Yanoa, and fibaalar, t2ia f^ ia a n t 

0oas on tha air and statas that "Bapaatad aeta o t rioXanoa agalnat tha 

axaad firaroM of tha Oaitad StatM aust iMiMt not o n ly  vith a3j«t dafaoM, 

but vith poaitlm vaply* 3hat Is tiaisg giims m 1  apaalc to y m . Air 

aotion Is aov la aMaeution against gun 1»oata aad oartain stqqporUiig ftallitiM  

of Korth Vtataoamvhich hava Tamma uaad in thsM hoatila oparatlons.”
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T tm  recoewndBtloB to go on tbm « lr !• b«s«d oo thwMi ocntldvxKtlODa: 

f l » t |  U:3i>, V, 6, Airemft had \tm a  la  wUr on tlatlr

mgr to  lib* taafiBi*tss a^pgpan»dUtt»lar om  hoarj 6«eaad, tbat libmAL tfavoug t̂i i t *  

Tcm iax, bad tb m a  vacwlvad ImllMtiaiiB of «te «%tMk| fhizd, that th t 

t t m  r—wfiil<Hi; baftnm U rn m iro x m ft a x r iy A  o v r  ttm  ta rg m ta  vouXd not paxait 

tha lortti Ylatiia— a to w m »  thair boa.t« to aaa cr to a la rt tSialr foroaai 

fburtti, tiict i t  ima Ij^portmit IdbaA our eouotxy 3«um odT tiia iwomar 1» vhidi 

thalr gwaiBiwiBt v tm  raapooding to  tiaa attaoka on Ita  TaaaaXa fircat ttn ir  

fMaldaot, n rtte r tfam £rcn BnAi vhioh vaa axpaotad to anasunaa ^  «ttadi 

«t aflQTacaMHoti fifth , that i t vaa tealxvbla tiiat tha W xeVh TiatnflMaaa 

flinrai'i—Mt taoA ol3ia»ba taJUl aa aooai aa paaailOA iSm  <&mxmaUKe of tha 

a ttao k  and

IX15I M (Ut91 m , Anguit 5«h Saiffon t ia t)  ••  S h tsep  m U M  m rn tiu B t 

and tbiy dlaeum tha poaaiU lltiaa aif « zwtvi]» asiKlaat TXI ,̂ v lth V tm U m t 

aagrtoK 19ia* ha w ill diamiaa i t vith NoHnm.

m p i  m  {Ut9^ AN, Aosaat 5«h S«l«aB tiaa ) 6aB»U«E!£CB

• aaaaaga 18wt ncXHOEROan had U um im BL alm caft « l lOtl̂ S IM vitb aahadulAd 

•snriYal cwav taxgat att lt30 AMU

isnflBEaatir

12i00 mdaiiBMi (aoon, iU«uat 5th flalgan tiaa) -<• Wbaalaor aalla Sharp 

and thagr diaovaa tha yaegrcaiss of TUB atrika. fibairp alao ta lla  MSamtHjuf
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MoHAMftKA ITO8S COKmffiMCE

8eoret«ry McNasMra bolds « prees craiferenee in ^dilah he states 

that scae of the aotlmi ’'bas already taken pXaoe*** lie goes on to add 

that "U.S. SavaX ajxcz«ft frcn the oarrlere TZCOKNEROGA and COHBTEZJATICXf

* « • have already oondacted air strikes a ^ n s t  the Sorth VietnKsese 

l)aaee from which these IT Boats have operated. Our naval aircraft have 

also oonducted strikes against certain oitber targats trtiioh have directly 

«U9?ported the operation of the K Boats."

12»15 ittCi (I2ll$ BC, August 5th, Saigon TlJie) — Six A-4»b kdA six 

are launehed from the TXSXSSSSlOQA. flying to VZRHat an altitude of 

2 ,̂000 fe«t. !Che ta r^ t  is 320 SMaway.

2 2 t3 2 AHi (l2l3S IM> August ?th, Saigon Tljae) inCCHDEROOA's six 

A^*s and six ]f«d’a praetrate the radar serecn.

12»34 AH» (ljlt3^ IM, Aiigttst Xi») •• TXCCRXiCROaAlaunches

six ivd's iitdL«̂ dispart for XHB, flying at an altiti«te of 89^000 feat. 

Ifeurget la ^ 0 adles a»ay»

HOP AMi (XtOO BC, Almost Saigon Tin) CCRS3SIMSXCS laanehes 

four A*l*s \^eh depart fear HQK G K t, flying at an altitaite of fToa 1,000 •

5,000 feet. aCH GMT is 360 adles nay. C0H8TKX2AXZGH also Xnmctes four 

A»l*e vhloh depart for W C  CSKO, flying at an altitude of 1,000 5*000 f ^ t .  

LOC CBkO iB 330 UNaway.
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X tlS AMi Cltl5 IM, f m m f t  Sadgm fi» )  !SC€RSeB€)CA*« six 

r»8*« Umoehed At AM atriJw  (SUKC JSm v lth  80 m  BteXls and 9” rcMskrts.

!Qie Ijttoe i s  <mie)xt \cy nu rp rite*  TtmBem 1« a s  M  tix€*  Semm ^o«ts atr^ 

e iig s l^ , toKor wfe ^rtaeeliy  dam eed aud one Moderately* Ibere «s« no U.S« 

lo sse s .

H25 AHt (li25 W, Aaguat 5tii, S«l«cm Wae) — TICCraBWC»*s Sow 
A-l*a Ittmohef « t X0i%3 M , siiE A<4*s In ta t^ d  « t 12f35 AM«ad six ?«3*g 

l«unch»a «t lSiI5 AMstriisB «t the VIBH• m J X  •  m SC  W H  eoi^ l̂ex.

Xhey r ep o rt aodevste AA f i r e .  O ro ra ll, the defea«ee a re  neithear strong  

nor « Je rt ftariag  th is  f i r s t  a ttack s Of th e  s ix  boats sig h ted , four am  

m oderately iteaaeed and two S i ^  t a ^  «s^ tMO AA gaa«

are  deetro!ye<d, tb e re  a re  np Q«8» 20aae»* th e  ardn«i«iE. osed rao sss fro n

1.000 lh« bcai>8 to  Zrad rotdoets to  2*7? »a r o ^ t s .

2i30 AMi (St30 1M» Aatguat Saieoa f in e )  • •  She (XS^imAHCH 

U anciies te n  AA*s and two 7-4*8 w hidt depart tcae IGK a t  an a ltita d e  

o f 2^,000 •  3b»00Q to u t, c c m m a x s x m  a l ^  IsnBchea f lw  A ^*8 ai»I 

th ree  F«4*« i ^ e h  th ea  depart fear UK CBAO, fly in g  a t  an a ltitu d e  o f

2 5 .0 0 0  -  3 0 ,0 0 0  f e a t .

3l25 AM: (3tS^ BC, Angiut 5 th , Salflon teSsK) CilISZSI2Al!ICir*a S tw  

A*l*» Immehed a t  ItOO M  mei i t s  f iv e  A«4*a a&d tlsree 7«^*s laaxEu^ied a t  ttd 0  

AH etrllsd  CBAO. !Ehey rep o rt aoderate AA flare (20 m  f r m  th e  boats)* 

nw  boats a re  not uodemay aikd thus had not be«a a le rted *  Of th e  tiym  

PT boats 8 i# te d , two are  danaged se rio u sly  And th ree  ooderately* One 

A«1 a ir c r a f t  (S ather*s, th lx ^  ia  th e  oolism ) i s  sho t doim. Quie A**l Is
«•

dam eed, h u t I s  la te r  re c o rd e d . S te attacik  la s ts  25  aino tes*  2.75" rcK^ets
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ftod 20 an strafiog attacks ufcHlBod.

^tQ3 AK; (^t03 IM» ^A«g«uit S « l |^  Tim) — 3X»lSamOG& l«si»e]»« 

four F-6*a and « i g ^  A-4*s aatid depart tat %lm vdsatrHat agalnat VZBH.

k tJ S  AUi ( k t l $  M ,  P s e u ^ t 5th» Saigon Xiae) «» TXCCMSEKOQA. 

laamthpg tM> AJf*i nMcb d iep u rt for £GH ME at an altitoiSe of £5,000

h tk 5  JMi (̂ 1̂ 5 Bl, Ao0 ttt Saifloa Tim) ^TXCCKOaM't four 

F*8 *a aad el#(t aU Jjamched at i«03 iill, dtarite VISH. Bwy wport

heavy AA fire Atok the additional A k g m a  hraugjoct lato poaltlon altar 

firs t s tn te , Imt they teatroor two to foiar Pol taalu and «lx AA gnns. 

Ihere are no 9,8. looses.

(?tl5 m> Aagttst ?th» Saioan TSjk) — T m m m aO Q A U  tiro 

AA*s iBHtttiied at h t l ^  AM strlko BOT ME vlth 20 m  shells aad r ^ d t i e U ,  

T b ey  r spcart  no AA fire, and sarprise la a«tM.e^. Of the six hoats 

sighted, three are deatrcQred, three aoderately daaâ ped, aad one la ftreed 

to beach. Swre are no 9.8. Icwaea iidilla the boats lay have bean alerted, 

their deftensea vexe Ineffleotlve. 03ma ended the 59 alremft, 6  ̂ wrtle 

**Pieree Arrow" retaUatory attack dvgrlng iftdchf

« About 25 patrol boats are destroyed or dM m& ed

•  An eatloated $ 0 ^  o f  the petarcOean ateraee IlMdlltles at HHH 

are destroyed

« a v v m  AA Installatlaais la the VZBH area are deatraored
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O m  CONVgRSATIOHS
m m .

a m  MCCUTCHEONi 

BURCH INAL I 

GEN MCCUTCHSONs

Recorded c n n v e r a a t ^ ^  O e n ftra l M cCutchfton t o  G a n a ra l  B u r c h ln a l  a t

.-4aga&ttx

G eneral McCutcheon, s i r .

Good m orning, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  McCutcheon i n  CINCPAC. 

Y es.

In  r e sp o n se  t o  th e  p r e v io u s  r e q u e s t  to  G eneral 

W heeler, I ' l l  g iv e  you an i n t e r i a  r e p o r t  a s  to  

what I 'v e  fo u M  o u t . Admiral Moorer i s  in  h i s  

Command P o s t .  F le e t  and th e  Task Group a re  

a le r t e d  and aware o f  th e s e  m essages and th e  t h r e a t .  

As fa r  a s  m easures to  be ta k e n , th e y  have th e  

two DD's th a t  a r e  on s t a t io n  t h e r e ,  th e  TURNER 

JOY and MADDOX. The TICO w ith  her  th r e e  DD's 

i s  15 m in u tes away a i r .  She i s  a l e r t e d .  The 

CONN IB caime o u t o f  Hong Kong y e s te r d a y  and i s  

headed so u th . I h a v e n 't  g o t an ETA y e t ,  but 

s h e 's  headed to  ren dezvou s w ith  th e  TICO.

We j u s t  had a f l a s h  th a t  th a t  o u t f i t  i s  under 

a t ta c k  now. Do you have a n y th in g  on th a t?

No, s i r .  I h a v e n 't  se e n  th a t  one y e t .

GiSN BURCHINALj

GEN MCCUTCHEONi

DECLASSIFIED
Authority

__ NARA, Datc/j2!2W
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GSN BURCHINALi

QEN MCCUTCHEONj

QSN BURCHINALi

QSN MCCUTCHEONi 

GEN BURCHINALi

GEN MCCUTCHEONi 

GEN BURCHINALi 

GEN MCCUTCHEONi 

GEN BURCHINALi 

GEN MCCUTCHEONi

GEN BURCHINALi 

GEN MCCUTCHEONi

For your in fo r m a tio n , th e  m essage i s  coming 

t e l l i n g  you ta k e  th e  CONNIE and put i t  o f f  

SVN, maybe in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  TICON, tjut 

b rin g  i t  on down in t o  th a t  a r e a . W e 'll le a v e  

th e  deploym ent p o s i t io n  up to  you . Got th a t?  

That a c t io n  has a lr e a d y  been done, She*s 

headed so u th .

On Admiral S h arp 's r e q u e s t  f o r  R ules o f  Engage

ment.

R ig h t.

W e're sen d in g  a m essage vrtiich sa y s  s ta y  a t  

e le v e n . He a sk s  fo r  e ig h t .  I t  J u st sa y s  s ta y  

a t  e le v e n . I t  sa y s  a i r c r a f t  o n ly  up to  3 -m ile  

l i m i t .

Okay.

I s  a u th o r iz e d .

R ig h t.

You want t o  p a ss  th a t  by phone, f a s t .

Okay. A ir c r a f t  up t o  th r e e  but th e  b o a ts  s ta y  

a t  e le v e n .

R ig h t.

R ig h t,
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GEN MCCUTCHEONi 

OEN BURCHINALt

GEN BURCHINALi And w e 'r e  t a k in g  a  lo o k  a t  some p o s s ib l e  r e 

t a l i a t o r y  ty p e  p o i n t s  t h a t  we m ig h t w ant to  

t a k e  o u t .  You m ig h t be th in k in g  o f  i t  and 

come i n  i f  y o u ’ve g o t  any  p a r t i c u l a r  id e a s  

on  w here we m ig h t g o , i n s i d e  th e  p l a c e s ,  

b a s e s ,  e t c . ,  t o  womp them  back  i f  th e y  d o , 

i n  f a c t ,  make t h i s  a t t a c k .

R ig h t .

Okay, i f  you  g e t  any  word on  th e  a t t a c k ,  r e s i i l t s  

e t c . ,  k eep  them  coming J u s t  a s  f a s t  a s  you can  

g e t  them .

Y es, s i r .  W il l  do .

Thank y o u .

EMERGENCY ACTIONS* G e n e ra l B u x c h in a l.

GEN BURCHINALi Y es.

EMERGENCY ACTIONSi Would you  go . to  Mr. McNamara’ s  o f f i c e  p l e a s e ,  s i r .

GEN BURCHINALi R ig h t .

EAi  ̂ Thank y o u , s i r .

A  T 9 ^ 9 V iU M U  M r  I %q  A te lr f t i  ffharp. i t  A 0 1 9  A M >  ^

GEN MCCUTCHEONi 

GEN BURCHINALi

MR. MCNAMARAI 

ADM SHARP I 

MR, MCNAMARAI

H e l lo .

Y es, s i r .

H e l lo  O l l i e ,  Bob. S o r ry  t o  aw aken you t o n i g h t .  

Have you s e e n  t h e s e  m essa g es  r e g a r d in g  th e  MADDOX 

and  a  p o s s i b l e  a t t a c k  on  h e r?
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ADM SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARA: 

ADM SHARP*

MR. MCNAMARAI

ADM SHARPI

No, s ir .  I Just got Into Headquarters tout 

they’re  a l l  here and my Deputy Chief of S taff 

for Operations has read them.

Okay, good.

I ju st got in.

Well, we have a s ligh t change in  Rules of Engage

ment going out to you. I understand i t  has been 

sent by telephone,| we're confirming i t  by cable. 

I t  accepts, p a r tia lly , your recommendation to 

pursue to the 3~iBile lim it except i t ' s  for a i r 

c ra ft only. But that i s n 't  rea lly  the reason 

for my c a ll .  The reason for my ca ll is  to sug

gest th a t you examine the k i l l  capability  of the 

MADDOX and i t s  associated a irc ra f t to be sure 

tha t we've done everything we possibly can to 

assure destruction of any attacking c ra ft and 

use whatever ca rrie r force, flaresh ips, fig h te rs , 

anything else you need in  terms of numbers auod 

weapons to obtain that objective.

A ll  r i g h t s  s i r .  Now when I  t a lk e d  t o  K e ith  

M cCutcheon a b o u t 15  m in u te s  a g o , he  was t a l k i n g  

a b o u t f l a r e s h i p s  and f l a r e s h i p s  a r e  t h e  one th in g  

t h a t  I 'm  n o t  s u r e  a b o u t r i g h t  now.

V
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MR. MCNAMARAI

ADM SHARPI

MR. MCNAMARA* 

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARAI 

ADM SHARP*

MR. MCNAMARA*

ADM SHARP*

MR. MCNAMAiU* 

ADM SHARP*

MR.' MCNAMARA* 

ADM SHARP*

You mean you  d o n 't  know w h e th e r  th e y  h av e  

them  o r  w h e th e r  I t  w ould be w ise  to  u s e  them . 

W ell, n o , w e ' l l  u s e  them  i f  we have  them  b u t 

t h e  q u e s t io n  i s ,  a r e  th e y  re a d y  and we hav e  

a l r e a d y  t o l d  th e  f l e e t  t o  g e t  them  r e a d y .

Y es.

But t h e r e  i s  a  q u e s t io n  i n  my m ind r i g h t  now 

w h e th e r  t h e y 'r e  t h e r e  o r  n o t .  And o f  c o u r s e ,  

t h e s e  p e o p le  — -  th e s e  a i r c r a f t  have  a  l im i t e d  

n ig h t  a t t a c k  c a p a b i l i t y  anyway.

Y es.

B ut when we g e t  th e  f l a r e s h i p s  t h e r e ,  w e 'r e  a l l  

r i g h t .  I n  th e  m ean tim e, o f  c o u r s e ,  I  t h in k  th e  

two d e s t r o y e r s  can  h a n d le  th e m se lv e s  p r e t t y  

doggone w e l l  anyw ay.

W ell, do you  th in k  th e  two d e s t r o y e r s  c o u ld  

d e s t r o y  th e  a t t a c k i n g  c r a f t  ~  th e  Sw atow s.

Y es, s i r .

At n ig h t?

Y es, s i r .  They sh o iild  be  a b le  t o .

Make p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t h a t ' s  th e  o b j e c t i v e .

Oh, y e s  s i r ,  th e y  know t h a t .
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MR. MCNAMARAI

ADM SHARP*

MR. MCNAMARAI

ADM SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARAI 

ADM SHARPI 

MR. MCNAMARAI

ADM SHARPI 

MR. MCNAMARAI

ADM SHARPI 

MR. MCNAMARAI

J u s t  u s e  w h a te v e r  f o r c e  you  need  to  a c c o m p lish  

t h a t ,  a i r  and  s e a .

R ig h t .  W e ll, w e 'v e  g o t  two F - 8 's  and two A-M-D's 

r i g h t  now up  and  k- A - lH 's  w i l l  be up s h o r t l y .

Now -

Why n o t  p u t  20 more i n  th e  h o l e .  I 'm  J u s t  g o in g  

to  a n  ex trem e  h e r e .  I  j u s t  w ant t o  u n d e rs ta n d  

why i t ' s  o n ly  

I t ' s  n o t  *+, i t ' s  8 .

A ll  r i g h t ,  why 8 , why n o t  20?

W ell, I  t h in k  t h a t  u n t i l  a n  a t t a c k  h a p p en s  -  -  

Oh, y e s ,  s u r e l y ,  I  u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t ,  b u t  a f t e r  th e  

a t t a c k  h a p p e n s , you w o u ld n 't  f e e l  l i m i t e d  t o  8 o r  

10 o r  a n y th in g  l i k e  t h a t .

W e 'l l  p u t  e v e ry th in g  on  d eck  u p , s i r ,  Hal Hal 

A l r ig h t  O l l i e .  I f  any  q u e s t io n  a r i s e s ,  j u s t  

p ic k  up th e  phone and  c a l l  me.

A ll  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l .

"B uzz” W heeler i s  on h i s  way to New Y ork . T h is  

i s  one  o f  th e  r e a s o n s  I 'm  c a l l i n g  y o u . Dave 

B u rc h in a l  i s  h e re  i n  my o f f i c e  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  tim e ,
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ADM SHARP*

MR. MCNAMARA*

ADM SHARP*

MR. MCNAMARA* 

ADM SHARP*

MR. MCNAMARA*

A ll r i g h t ,  s i r .  W e ll, w e 'r e  o rg a n iz e d  now. I  

t h in k  we h av e  e v e ry th in g  we n eed  h e re  -  -  th e  

TICO h a s  3 d e s t r o y e r s  w ith  h e r  in c lu d in g  1 DDQ 

and th e n  th e  o th e r  2 ,  t h e  MADDOX and JOY -  now 

th e  TURNER JOY h a s  g o t  a  good b a t t e r y  and sh o u ld  

be a b le  t o  h a n d le  th e a e  t h in g s  p r e t t y  e a s i l y ,

I  t h i n k .

I s  th e  TURNER JO Y 's b a t t e r y  b e t t e r  th a n  th e  

MADDOX'S?

Y es, s i r }  y e s ,  s i r .  S h e 's  a n  a f t e r  vtforld War I I  

d e s t r o y e r  and h a s  t h e s e  v e ry  f a s t  f i r i n g  

I  s e e .  Thanks v e ry  m uch, O l l i e .

Y o u 're  w elcom e, s i r .  N ice  t a l k i n g  t o  y o u . 

R ig h to .  Bye,

A r9Q Q rdlni> . A d n ir a l  S h a rp  t o  ( h ia a ra l  B tire h in a l  a t  1059 AM̂  BDT. k A u g u s t.

QEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

QEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP* ^

GEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

QEN BURCHINAL*

H e l lo .

D ave, ----- O l l i e .

Y es.

W e 're  j u s t  t h in k in g  a b o u t  w hat we m ig h t h i t  i n  

r e p r i s a l .

Y es.

HON ME I s l a n d .  HON MS.

S i g n i f i c a n t ?
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ADM SHARPI

QEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPI

GEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPi

GEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

GSN BURCHINALi

ADM SHARPi

QEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPi

QEN' BURCHINALi

ADM SHARP:

Huh, S i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  P T 's  hav e  been  

w o rk ing  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  A p p a re n tly  t h e y 'v e  

b een  g o in g  I n  t h e r e  t o  f u e l .

T here  I s  a  b a se  t h e r e ,  t h e n ,  f o r  them .

Y es, T h e y 'v e  b een  w ork ing  o u t  o f  t h e r e ,  

w e’ve n o t i c e d ,

HON ME, h u h .

Y es, an d  th e n  t h e r e ' s  a n o th e r  l i t t l e  I s l a n d

c a l l e d  HON NE w hich  I s  up -----

Y es, now w e 'v e  b een  d o in g  th o s e  you know.

Huh?

W e've b een  h i t t i n g  th o s e  w ith  o th e r  t h i n g s ,  

you know.

Yes —- y e s .  T h a t 's  r i g h t ,  b u t  a  good a i r  

s t r i k e  on  them  w ould do a  h e l l  o f  a  l o t  m ore 

th a n  th o s e  o th e r  t h in g s .

Y es,

And c a n  be  done r a t h e r  e a s i l y  and r i g h t  now, 

th e  CONSTmATION w i l l  be  — s h e 's  w i th in  350 

m ile s  o f  th e  T ask Group r i g h t  now.

Uh h u h . So you  g iv e  h e r  w hat — a b o u t 12 h o u r s j  

how much —

Oh w e l l ,  sh e  c o u ld  make — sh e  c o u ld  go i n  t h e r e  

r i g h t  now and  s u p p o r t  them . No s t r a i n .

8

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



OEN BURGHINALi 

ADM SHARP:

GEN BURGHINALi 

ADM SHARP*

QBN BURGHINALi 

ADM SHARP:

OEN BURGHINALi 

ADM SHARPi 

OEN BURGHINALi

ADM SHARP!

OEN BURGHINALi 

ADM SHARPi 

OEN BURGHINALi 

ADM SHARPi 
%

GEN BURGHINALi 

ADM SHARP!

T h a t 's  s t r e t c h i n g  a  l i t t l e  now b u t ,  s h e 's  

g o in g  t h a t  way a l l  th e  tim e  and i t ' s  r e a l  

e a s y .

R ig h t .

And w e 'v e  sp e ed e d  h e r  up to  g e t  h e r  down 

t h e r e  a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s i b l e .

Good.

But sh e  — i n  o th e r  w o rd s , w e 'v e  g o t  two GVA's 

now t h a t  a r e  r e a d y  to  g o . Now t h e r e  a r e  two 

o th e r  Swatow b a s e s  a r e  QUANG KH£.

Got t h a t .

And BEN THUY.

BEN THUY — -  o u r  i n f o  i s  t h a t  i t  h a s  been  

r e p la c e d  by PHUG LOI.

By w hat?

PHUG LOI.

How do you s p e l l  i t .

PHUG LOI — i t ' s  ju B t down th e  r i v e r .

Y es.

Down c l o s e r  t o  t h e  c o a s t .

Yes — ye s .

Y es.
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ADM SHARP*

QEN BURCHINAL:

GEN BURCHINAL*

AIM SHARPS

QEN BURCHINALI 

ADM SHARP}

OEN BURCHINALI 

ADM SHARPI

GEN'BOTCHINAL J 

ADM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINAL*

And t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  a l t o g e t h e r .  H ear th e y  

e l im in a te d  th e  one n e a r  th e  b ig  c i t y  HAIPHONG, 

Y es.

And k e p t  f o u r  i n  and w hat Mr. McNamara w an ts  i s  

f o r  you t o  move to  a s s e m b le , move, and  g e t  on 

th e  TICO a s  q u ic k ly  a s  you c a n , a  m in in g  c a p a 

b i l i t y  a s  a n  o p t io n  f o r  th e s e  f o u r .  T h is  was 

th e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  c a l l  t o  yoxu* p e o p le  a s k in g  

them  to  g e t  a  h u n d red  Mark 5 0 *s w ith  a sse m b ly  

team s t o  th e  TICO a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s ib l e  l e t  

u s  know when.

Okay. We m ig h t p u t  them  on  th e  CONSTELLATION 

i n s t e a d .

Okay, E i th e r  way.

Okay. We c an  do t h a t .  I  s t i l l  —  you  know 

how we f e e l  a b o u t — m in in g , d o n ’ t  y o u .

Y es. The o th e r  th in g  —

D id you  s e e  th e  m essage  I  s e n t  you y e s te r d a y ?

Our e v a lu a t i o n  o f  th e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  a  c e r t a i n  

p la c e  down so u th ?

Yes — y e s .

Y o u 'v e  se e n  t h a t  o n e , h a v e  you?

Y es. The o th e r  th in g  i s  w e 'r e  J u s t  d e v e lo p in g  

a  num ber o f  o p t io n s .
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QEN BURCHINALI

ADM SHARP*

ADM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARP* ,

QEN BURCHINAL*

ADM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINAL*

ADM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINAL*

The o th e r  th in g  w ould be a i r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

a g a i n s t  th e  b a s e s  and th e  b o a ts  th e m s e lv e s . 

W e ll, how a b o u t an  arm ed r e c c o  w hich  w ould 

s o r t  o f  f l y  up and down b e tw een  HON ME and 

up a ro u n d  HON NE and h i t  an y  o f  t h i s  k in d  

o f  c r a f t  we s e e  —  e i t h e r  i n  th e  bay  o r  a t  

se a?

I  th in k  t h a t  w ould be a  good o n e .

W ell, we c an  p u t  t h a t  one on and a l l  you 

h av e  to  do i s  sa y  g o .

R ig h t .  The o th e r  i s  w e 'r e  lo o k in g  a t  th e  POL 

a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  BEN THUY o r  PHUC LOl\ 

t h e r e  a r e  two r i g h t  t h e r e .

Uh h u h , y e s .  T h e r e 's  t h a t  one a t  VINH.

Uh h u h , y e s .  T h at one and  th e n  t h e r e ' s  one 

down r i v e r ,  a  s m a l le r  one o r  a b o u t th e  same 

s i z e  a c t u a l l y  i t  a p p e a rs  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  b a se  

i t s e l f .  R ig h t a t  PHUC LOI.

W e ll, we c an  —  a l l  t h e s e  th in g s  — we c an  do 

and a l l  you  h av e  to  do i s  sa y  so .

R ig h t .  Your p e o p le ,  I  u n d e r s ta n d ,  a r e  m oving 

on  th e  m in in g  a s  Mr. McNamara w an ts  t h a t  c a p a 

b i l i t y  a s  f a s t  a s  he  can  g e t  i t .

Y es.
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OEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP!

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARP*

ADM SHARP:

QSN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINAIi 

ADM SHARP*

Okay. I t ' l l  ta k e  th a t  l e t ' s  s e e ,  I  th in k  

we e s t im a te d  ^-8-hours.

^8 h o u rs ,

I^ it, y e s ,  i t  ta k e s  t la ie .

Can you f l y  them th ere?

Oh, we caa  f l y  them , y e f ,  h u t , se e  th e  o n ly  

th in g  you can f l y  aboard a c a r r ie r  a r e  th e s e  

CC® th in g s  and th e y  d o n 't  ca rry  to o  many.

X es, y e s .

And s o , i t ' l l  be a l i t t l e  s lo w .

R ig h t.

Of c o u rse  we can — h e r e 's  an oth er  th in g  we 

co u ld  d o , we cou ld  c a rr y  q u it e  a few  o f  them 

in  A -3D 's from S u b ic ,

Y es. Su re.

So , th a t  can a lw ays be done. Okay, w e ' l l  have  

both  th o s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  cranked up th e n .

F in e . I ' l l  su g g e s t  th e s e  o th e r  two.

Y es. ,Okay. . Okay, Dave. T e l l  Mr. McNaaiara 

th a t  w e’ve ■— th a t  th e  CONSTELLATION w i l l  be -  

i s  c lo s e  enough now p r e t t y  q u ick .
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OEN BURCHINALs

ADM SHARPI

QSN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARP:

OEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP I 

OEN BURCHINALi

To p ro v id e  s u p p o r t  i f  n e e d e d . R ig h t ,  and 

\m d e r s ta n d  th in g s  a r e  a  l i t t l e  t i g h t  o u t  t h e r e  

a t  th e  moment.

We j u s t  —  we j u s t  g o t  a  r e p o r t  s a y in g  t h a t  

DESOTO P a t r o l  i s  u n d e r  c o n tin u o u s  to rp e d o  

a t t a c k .  D id you g e t  t h a t ?

No.

We j u s t  g o t  i t .

Keep them  com ing on th e  r e p o r t s  o f  a c t i o n .  

Okay.

Okay, O l l i e .  R ig h t .  Thank y o u .

A d n irftl S harp  t o  a e a g r a l  B u ro h ln a l  a t  1118 AM̂  EDT. h A u g u s t.

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPI 

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPI 

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINALi

H e l lo .

H e l lo ,  Dave.

Y es, O l l i e .

I  g u e ss  you  know t h e y ’ve  s t a r t e d  s h o o t in g  a t  them , 

Yep.

B oth w ays. One o f  them  i s  — s a id  t h e y 'v e  dodged 

f i v e  to rp e d o e s  and  h e ’ s f i r i n g  on th e  PT and  one - 

we had  one  m essage  t h a t  s a id  he  was g o in g  to  t r y  

t o  ram o n e . So th e y  m ust be p r e t t y  c lo s e .

R ig h t .
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ADM SHARPj 

OEN BURCHINALl 

ADM SHARPI

GEN BURCHINALl 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINiU.1 

ADM SHARPI

OEN BURCHINALt 

ADM SHARPI

OEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINALl 

ADM SHARPI

Now, on t h i s  uh —

Your a i r  d o in g  an yth in g  y e t ,  or can you t e l l .  

C an't t e l l  y e t ,  we h a v e n 't  an y th in g  on t h a t .

Now on t h i s  m ining d e a l .  You know about th lB  

one?

Yep.

Vfcat we ought to  do w ith  t h i s  i s  a i r l i f t  th e s e  

th in g s  t o  DANANQ.

Uum: hum.

And th en  from th e r e  we oan COD them o u t t o  th e  

c a r r ie r  —

R ig h t.

Which would n o t be th e  TICONDSROQA but th e  

GONSTELLATION p ro b a b ly , and th en  in  a d d it io n ,  

w e’l l  g e t  some read y over  th e r e  a t  Subic fo r  

th e  A -3 's .  '

R ig h t.

T h at’ s a lo n g  f l i g h t .  But t h i s  i s  n o t th e  way 

t o  do t h i s  jo b . The way t o  do t h i s  jo b  i s  w ith  

a i r .

U nderstand . He j u s t  w ants an o p t io n .

Yep, Okay, w e’l l  g e t  th e  o p t io n  read^ but t h i s  

o p t io n , you know, i s  rou gh ly  ^8 h ou rs.

1̂
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OEN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARP*

am BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPi

GEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPi

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPi 

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPi

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPi 

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPS 

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPI 

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARP!

R ig h t .

So I t ' s  n o t  so m eth in g  t h a t ' s  g o in g  to  h ap p en  

r i g h t  aw ay.

R ig h t .

And t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  q u ic k  answ er on  when t h i s  

i s  g o in g  to  h ap p en . About ^8  h o u r s .

R ig h t .

Now, h av e  you s e e n  — h e r e 's  one from  DIRNSA to  

a  l o t  o f  p e o p le  o u t  h e r e .  0̂ +1M+1.

No.

D ave,

Y es.

T h is  t a l k s  a b o u t a  p la c e  w here  th e  — w here th e s e  

p e o p le  a r e  g o in g  i n t o  t o  h id e .

Oh, name — you g o t  a  name t h e r e .

Y ea, LOC CHAO E s tu a ry .

Uh h u h . Okay, w e ' l l  r u n  t h a t  one down.

I t ' s  1 9 .^ 6  N o rth .

R ig h t .

T h a t ' l l  g iv e  you  a l e a d .

R ig h t .

So — w hat we o u g h t t o  h a v e  done — t h i s  id e a  o f  

a n  arm ed r e c o o ,  ru n n in g  up and  down b e tw een  HON ME 

and  HON NE, wovild c o v e r  t h i s  p l a c e .
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OEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARPI

GEN BURCHINAL* 

AIM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINALI 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINAL*

ADM-SHARP*

GEN BURCHINAL*

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINAL*

They want to  do som ething t h a t ' s  — p rob ab ly  —  

maybe th a t  t o ,  but more se v e r e  than  go in g  r ig h t  

in  and p ic k in g  up s e c o n d a r ie s .

W ell, what we ought to  do a s  soon a s i t  g e t s  

l i g h t  i s  put up an armed r e c c o  to  go in  aM  

ta k e  th e s e  p e o p le  b ecau se  i t  would be r ea so n a b ly  

s im p le  w ith  a good str o n g  armed r e c c o  up th e r e .  

R ig h t.

W ell, i t ' s  n o t sim p le  but —  becau se  th e s e  p eo p le  

a re  k in d  o f  hard to  h i t ,  running aroiind 50 k n o ts  

and tu r n in g  f a s t .

Okay.

B ut, I  would —  t h a t ' s  th e  f i r s t  th in g  t o  do.

I f  we want t o  r e a l l y  g e t  them a s  soon a s  i t  - —

At th e  f i r s t  l i g h t  background.

W ell, r ig h t  now i f  we can . I f  i t s  open sea so n  

on th e s e  boys w hich I th in k  i t  i s ,  w e ' l l  ta k e  

i t  from th e r e .

Okay, Any word we caua g e t  w e 're  go in g  to  have  

a m eetin g  w ith  SECSTATE, W hite H ouse, d i r e c t l y .  

Okay.

(Seay. Thank you auad any more r e p o r t  o f  a c t io n  

ou t y o n d er , tun e u s  i n .

Okay.

IHiank y o u .
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A recQrdlixgf ’White House S i tu a t io n  RQ_Qin to, P^Qm .a D.̂ .8k>. MC_C._aJL

121.1 P.M>, .SDT. A Aug^st^..

COL BUCKLE!I 

WHITE HOUSEi

COL BDCKLSYi

MR* WERNERI

COL BUCKLEYI

MR. WERNERi 

COL BUCKLEYI

MR. WERNERi 

COL BUCKLEY*

P a c i f ic  D esk , Col B u ck ley .

T h is i s  Werner, S i t  Room, T e l l  me, we had a 

m essage e a r l i e r  sa y in g  o f  th e  lau n ch  o f  some 

a i r c r a f t .  What happened to  th e  CAP, Weren*t 

th e y  •*—  Oar l a a t  c o n fer en ce  c a l l  th e r e  was no 

CAP, w h a t's  th e  - -

R ig h t , s i r .  I  th in k  th e  o n ly  th in g  we can draw 

c o n c lu s io n  h ere  th a t  th e y  may o f  had to  r e f u e l ,  

run o u t o f  g as or  t im e , p o s s ib ly .

So you th in k  th a t  t h e y 'r e  back down on th e  

c a r r ie r  then?

I th in k  t h i s  i s  probab ly  r ig h t .  I t  sa y s  no a ir  

su pp ort a t  p r e s e n t .  In  o th e r  w ords, i t  lo o k ed  

l i k e  he m ight have had SOTie but th e y  may have  

had to  r e f u e l  somewhere.

Okay. Thank you .

We sh ou ld  have some more c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on t h i s  

and w e ' l l  g iv e  you a c a l l  a s  soon a s  we g e t  

som ething d i f f e r e n t .

R ig h t .

Casay.
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P H  I  R P T . ^ A W t t >

ADM SHARPI 

OEN BURCHINALj 

ADM SHARPI

GEN BURCHINALt 

ADM SHARPI

OEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARP* „ 

GEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARPI

GEN BURCHINALi 

ADM sharp*

OEN BURCHINALi

ADM SHARP*

GEN BURCHINALi

Dave.

Y es, go ahead.

There a p p a re n tly  have been a t  l e a s t  9 to rp ed o es  

i n  th e  w a te r . A l l  m issed  and a p p a re n tly  2 o f  

th e  b o a ts  have been sunk a s  fa r  a s  we can t e l l .  

Good. How many were engaged? Do you know? 

L e t ’ s s e e ,  th e r e  jmiat o f  bean a t o t a l  o f  s i x  

engaged , I th in k . Not su re  on th a t  y e t .

Any a ir c r a f t ?

You mean enemy?

Y es.

No, I  d o n 't  —  w a it  a m inute now. I'm n o t so  

su re  abou t t h i s  number o f  engaged.

R ig h t.

We've g o t  to  check  i t  o u t h e r e . I t  may n o t be 

th a t  h ig h . NO. No r e p o r t  on -  we d id  have a 

r e p o r t  on b o g ie s  a t  one tim e but we h a v e n 't  any 

c o n fir m a tio n  o f  t h a t .

R ig h t . Were th e y  stink by g u n fir e  or  a ir  a tta ck ?  

Do you know?

By g\m 1 th in k . TUMER JOY.

R ig h t.
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ADM SHARP*

QEN BURCHINALt 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINALl 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

OEN BURCHINAL* 

ADM SHARP*

Now th e  CONSTELLATION has s ix  A-^-*s and two 

F -^ 's  on th e  soene. She launched them a t  

2300 H which, of course , i s  an hour and a 

h a lf  ago, and she sen t in  another fo u r A - l 's  

at2315. Her p re sen t p o s it io n  i s  I 8-O7 N and 

112 E, and she i s  c lo sin g  77 .5 . The CVA’ s 

have f l a r e  a i r c r a f t  up th e re . There a re  a lso  

some C-123 ' s  a t  DANANO which we a re  t e l l in g  

them they can use i f  they  want to .

R ight.

I told PACAP to send four F-102's to e ither 

of two f ie ld s , e ither DANANO or TAN SON NHUT. 

Right.

And I to ld  him to get 12 F-102's down to Clark ■ 

as back up.

Right.

And tha ts  ahout i t .  The two carrie rs  are close 

enough now tha t they can support each other.

Are they  s t i l l  exchanging f i r e ?

I 'v e  been so busy doing other things that I 

haven't looked a t the la s t  - whether they 're  

s t i l l  shooting each other or not.

1 9
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3SM BURCHIKALt 
ADM SHARPS

Q£B m m c m M L t

kM SHABPs

(USaSADAM.B)

1 o a n H  -  I  d o a * t  sm t b a t  h a w *  H «re** 

axiotber one ooW| got i t .  L«t m  sm  -  

The MADDOX »«ys ^  lias «vad«d about 10 

torp«do«s. TWO craft ar« stmk. Mo caiuaXtias 

to ua and tii«y fo t aoiae AD*s asid A«^*s on th9 

»c«a« bat th ty're having troubde v ith  iIluBdna<- 
tio a . the TURliEa J03T or oae of the tiio %«a givir^  

star ^ eX l illiUBinatloa for the pXaxMs, As far 

as we can t e l l  thare were o n l/ three boats.
But that doesn’t  count up to  t ^ t  atan/ torpedoes 

1 dcm*t think* I t sounds to mm lik e  there are 
sore boats than Just three. Well th a t's ab(mt 

^ e  s ize  o f i t |  Dare. Sow 2 have sm t oat one 

te llin g  th«s to take care of them in  the general 
area of the problem. I t 's  open season o& PT*s 

and Swatow's. I*ve a lso  told  KAC? to k ^  those 

ones down, you know in  DASASG, in  port so that 
they don't get sdxed in  th is  thing.
Hight. So Tovi're ca llin g  th m  o f t  for ost
four d a/s.

I've called  theo o ff , /e s .  That's Just about i t  
Dave.

CIcajT. Q llie .
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Q m  FJBCUINALt 

ADM SHARPI

OEN BURCHlNALi 

ADM SHARPt

a m  BORCHINALt

ADM SHARP*

ADM SHARPS 

aSN BURCHINALt

ADM SHARPi 

OBN BURCHINALt

ADM SHARPt 

aSN BURCUIHALs 

ADM SHARPt , 

OEN'BORCHINALt

Of course, we vwuld lik e  to see tha t 11 

miles changed to three.

Understand. We're working on i t .

Okay. And also w© would lik e  to do hot pursuit 

with a irc ra f t .

Understand. We're working on tha t.

I'm sending a message to you now suggesting an 

armed recco between HON HE and HON ME.

F o r  jo u T  info O llie you might dig out the target 

material to  be sure tha t the boys in  the CVA's 

have tho i.

Target material?

Yes. two southern Swatow bases. QaANQ KHE 

and PHUC LOI.

QUANQ KHE and PHUC LOI.

PHOC LOI, I guess i t  i s .  PHOC LOI plus the VINH 

and PHOC LOI POL. 

n m  and PHOC LOI?

POL.

Thats PHUC LOI?

I t *8 PHOC LOI, I think. It* s Just down the riv er 

from BEN mUY,
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ADM SHARPI 

OEN BURCHINALl 

ADM SHARPI 

OSN BURGHINALt 

ADM SHARPt

B m  T i m .

Yes, 4u«t down the riv e r frcmi BIN THUY base. 

Okay, Dave.

You might have those ta i^ e t materials on hand. 

Okay, thanks a lo t.

A recording Adm 

ADM SHARPt 

O ia i BURCHINALl ' 

AX»f SHARPI

aXN BtmCHINALi

AJM  SHARP.

OSN BURGHINALt 

ADM SHARPI

OEN BURGHINALt

Sharp to Qen Burohlnal a t i t 01 PW BPT 4 Aug

Iteivet

Yes.

We need to  give these people sosw rules of 

engagement on a irc ra f t and here Is what I am 

suggesting, I  would say to CINCPAC3P*LT/rth PLT

"Authority granted to declare h o s tile , and/
engage, any DItV/OlIOQM a irc ra f t  whose actions 

and behavior Indicate within reasonable 

certain ty  tha t an attack  on US forces Is 

Intended**.

Yes. Do you have any Indication of those 

screwing around out there?

Yes, There have been a couple which flew 

down south of HAINAN, tha t went down almost, 

as I  re c a ll ,  to DA NANO - out a t  sea.

Do you know what kind they were?

No. "niey were Je ts  - th e ir  speeds were, as 

I re c a ll , about 400 k ts .

From HAINAN down a s  f a r  a s  DA NANO?
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ADM SHARPt 

aSN BtmCHINALt 

Am SHARP t 

OEN BURCHINALt 

ADM SHARPI

OEN BimCMINALi 

ADM SHARPi

OBN 6URCHINAL} 

ADM SHARPt

OEN BURCHINALs 

ADM SHARPt

OEN BXmCHIMALt

W hat?

HAINAN down a s  f a r  a s  DA NANO?

Y es,

When d id  t h a t  happen  -  l a s t  n ig h t?

Y ea. I  d o n ’ t  -  (Do you have t h a t  p ie c e  o f  

p a p e r  we had  a b o u t th e  two a l r e i r a f t  we saw f l y i n g  

a ro u n d ? )  Ifeve , w e’ve g o t  q u i t e  a few  a i r c r a f t  

on HAINAN you know, ro u g h ly  50# s o « » th in g  l i k e  t h a t ,  

28*» and w hat e l s e ?  Do you know?

T28*s and MIO 1 7 'a ,  1 5 *a. T here  la  a t o t a l  

o f  7 9 , I  hav e  h e r e .  So th e r e  l a  a  o o n a ld t r a b le  

f o r c e  th e r e  and th e a e  CVA*s a r e  to o  c lo s e  r i ^ t  

now to  l e t  th e a e  f e l lo w a  f l y  o v e r  u a .

I  u n d e r s ta n d .

And he *8 g o t  aorae, n a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  h e 's  g o t  

some P 8 ’s  i n  th e  a i r  r i g h t  now w ith  aparro w a  

on them  and some f 4 ' s .  So w e 'v e  g o t  t o  have 

ao m eth ln g  o t h e r  -  we c a n ' t  a l lo w  th e a e  p e o p le  

t o  f l y  o v e r  o u r  c a r r i e r a  a t  t h i a  p o i n t ,

U n d e ra tan d  O l l i e .

And, do you w ant me to  w a i t  u n t i l  you g iv e  

an  OK on I t ?  O r a h a 11 I  go o u t w ith  I t ?

W e ll, a l l  I  can  do a t  th e  moment i a  not® i t  

b e ca u ae  w e 'r e  m e e tin g  a t  t h e  W hite H ouae, I f  

you t h in k  i t ' a  n e c e a a a ry  f o r  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  

y o u r  f o r c e a ,  I  t h in k  t h a t ' a  y o u r  ^ob to  p u t  

i t  o u t .
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Al»! SHARP? W ell, I ’m going to  go ahead w ith i t .

OEN BURCWINALj And I ’l l  J u s t  no te i t  and t e l l  the  Chief t h a t ’s

what you’ve done. And i f  anything comes up 

we’l l  be in  a countermanding poB ition , bu t I  

th in k  from the p o in t of view of s e c u r ity  of

1 ' ^ - “-“̂ "^ your fo rc e s  you can ’t  do anyth ing  le s s .
\

ADM SHARPt Yes -  I ’m going to  go ahead and pu t i t  o u t.

QEN BURCHINALt OK

ADM SHARPI R ight

OEN BURCHINALi Pine O ll ie .  Bye.

A reco rd ing  -  White House S itu a tio n  Room to  Command €>enter Oper a t long 

Team Chief a t  I 1O3 PM SDT 4 AUQ 

I R. HAYSI Col Nlekolff, th i s  i s  Bob Hays In the White House

S itu a tio n  Room, The NSC meeting has broken up 

now. Your S e c re ta ry , Mr. McNamara, Mr. Rusk 

and Mr. McCone a re  going to  be having lunch

COL NICKOLSi 

MT. HAYSf 

COL NICKOLSI 

MR. HAYSt

w ith the P re s id e n t.

Would you say th a t  again  and l e t  me w rite  i t  down. 

R ight

Now, who’s naeetlng w ith the P resid en t?

W ell, the  N^C m eeting has broken up and McCone, 

Rusk and McNamara w il l  be having lunch w ith the 

P re s id en t along w ith  Mr. Bundy. What we wanted 

to  do was to  make sure we were g e tt in g  a l l  these  

MADDOX messages on P r io r i ty  and we w il l  take care
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COL NICKOLSi 

MR. HAYSI 

COL NICKOLSi 

MR. HAYSt

COL NICKOLSI 

MR. HAYSt

o f  s e r v i c i n g  a l l  f o u r  o f  them  u p s t a i r s ,  and 

w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t .

Okay» fh e y  a r e  h a v in g  lu n c h  In  th e  W hite House 

P ardon  me?

They a r e  h a v in g  lu n c h  In  th e  W hite House?

Y es, th e y  a r e  h a v in g  lu n c h  w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t .  

So i f  you g e t  a n y th in g ,  s h o o t  i t  o v e r  a s  f a s t  

a s  you c a n . I  know you have b e e n , b u t  we 

w anted  to  l e t  you know h i s  w h e re a b o u ts .

We’ l l  do i t .

P in e  -  th a n k  y o u . Bye,

A r e c o r d in g  -  S e c r e t a r y  MoNiaaara to  den  B u r ^ i n a l  a t  lt2k PM n y r  4 Allg

SSC MoNAMAHAi 

QW BURCHINALt 

SEC McNAMARAS 

OEN BURCHINALt

H e l lo ,  D ave.

Yes s i r .

D ave, any  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t s ?

Y ee, W e ll, I  t a l k e d  to  Adm S h a rp  on a n o th e r  

m a t t e r .  He c a l l e d  and s a i d  h e ,  f o r  th e  s e c u r i t y
/

o f  h i s  f o r c e s ,  had  to  g iv e  h i s  a i r  CAP some 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  c a se  any  enemy a i r c r a f t  shOY^d 

up *• and  h e * s  done t h a t .  L e s t  n ig h t  th e y  d id  

s p o t  two t h a t  th e y  th in k  wex*e 1158s flo w n  from  

HAINAN, down o f f  DA NANG, and b a ck  a g a in .  The 

C h ie fs  have  c o n s id e re d  c o u rs e s  o f  a c t i o n ,  s i r .  

They c o n s id e re d  th re e *  th e  f i r s t ,  was a low 

l e v e l  ty p e  r e t a l i a t o r y  w hich would ta k e  J u s t  th e
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SBC MoNAMARAl 

aEN BURCKINALt

SEC McNAMARAl

aSK BURCHINALt

PT base a t PHUC LOI and the o il associated with 

i t  a t VINH, They are a l l  In the saii» area. T^e 

second, was to take the two Swatow bases south of 

the 2 0 th , plus tha t estuary which our intelligence 

says these boats run up in the daytime > with 

anned recce, and the two o i l .  The th ird , was to 

take a l l  five of the Swatow bases, plus the 

two o il  south there, and HAIPHOHO, They are 

unanimously agreed on the second course of action. 

That south of the 20th you would take the Swatow 

bases a t niUO LOI and QUANQ KH£, and the estuary 

a t LOC C21A0. With those three PT targets you 

would also take the o il storages a t VINH and 

PHUC LOI. ’S h B t  is  th e ir  unanimous recomendation. 

What fu rther action reports do you havet 

I  donH have any except fo r one in tercept that 

came in somewhat garbled fom  tha t said that 

one enemy boat wounded and one enemy airplane 

seen fa llin g  from t)M sky.

Would you ca ll O llie Sharp and find out from him 

what his la te s t information is?  Almost an hour 

has gone by since we la s t had a report. Has the 

engagement broken off? and, i f  so, with what 

resu lts?

The la s t I  had was that there was no fu rther 

indication of engagement. 1*11  get him righ t 

back again . . .
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aSN BURCHINALt 

SBC MoNAMARAt 

aSN BURCHINALt

SEC McNAMARAt I f  he  d o e s n ’ t  have an y  f u r t h e r  in fo rm a tio n , a s k  

him  to  r a d io  to  th e  t a s k  f o r c e  and  g e t  i t .

I  w ill.

And th e n  o a l l  me h e re  o v e r  a t  th e  M ansion ,

I  w ill.

ADM SHARPI 

OEM BURCHINALt 

ADM SHARPt

A recording Pen Burghlnal to Adm Sharp a t It28 PM BDT 4 AUQ 

OSN BURCHINALt O llie , Mr. MoNamara Just called me from the

White House. ><hat's your very la te s t on the 

engagementf

The best we know is  two sunk.

I 'v e  given him th a t.

We don 't know how many are Involved rea lly . !Hiax»e 

is  some indication that one of our a irc ra f t  might 

have been h i t  but that is  Just an indication, 

nothing e lse .

He wanted to know i f  you could get on the radio 

out there and find out rea lly  what the la te s t is . 

Has the engagement broken off? There is  one 

report we x*eoeived which said that one of our 

a irc ra f t  was seen fa llin g  into the sea.

Yes, That's t t i s  one I saw. You know what kind 

tha t was.

Yes. Is there any way you can get on the horn 

to Moore and find out what the s ta tus of 

engagenwnt is?

OEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARPS

OSN BURCHINALt
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ADM SHARPI 

aSN BURCHINALt 

ATM SHARPI

Q W  BURCHINALt

ACM SHARPI

OIN BURCHINALt 

AON SHARPt 

OSN BURCHINALt 

A13M SHARPI

Yes* I » n  hold on.

I t  w ill take some time. Mo use in holding on, I 

w ill c a ll you baok.

All r ig h t. H# wants to be called over there on the 

la te s t sta tus of engagement i f  you can get any 

word.

Well, I  would say that we haven't had a report of 

any shooting now - there have been 13 torpedoes 

launched a t the ships. None of them have h i t .

The a irc ra f t  were attacking, and le t  nie see, a 

to ta l of 12 torpedoes, 2 PTs destroyed. The 

TICONDSROQA a irc ra f t are illuminating and 

attacking. The CONSTSLLATKai has a irc ra f t on 

the scene now, and also t}% CONSTELLATION has 

four F-4*s up armed with Sparrows as a CAP.

OK. When you get through, ca ll me.

1*11 get anything I  can in addition.

Thanks, 01lie .

Welcome.

I ’l l  see i f  PACFLT has a c i r c u i t  open to  him.

A yuording between jharp and Pen Burchlnal a t  I t 59 PM KPT 4 ATO

AOH SHARP} Dave, we a re n 't  able to contact them by voice. 

We have sent a message saying e^qpedite your 

SITRSPS. The la te s t thing we have is one from

7 2 . 1  which says he has reviewed the action now, 

he said , many of the reported contacts and 

torpedoes fired  appear doubtful. Have you seen
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OEN BURCWINALi 

ADM SHARPt

OEN BimCHINALt

ADM SHARPt

OEN BURCHlNALi

ADM SHARP!

OSN BURCHXNAIil

ADM SHARPt

No.

Freak weather effects  on radar and overeager 

Bonarmen may have accounted for many reports.

No actual visual sightings by MACDOX. Of 

course, th is  doesn't take anything away from 

the other destroyer and, of course, we know that 

there has been contacts because we got the dope 

on the destruction, as you know. So there we 

are, and we oan*t get them by single side band.

You don’t  know whether the a i r  attacks are 

s t i l l  going on or nott

The la te s t  thing that I  have is  that we have 

some A-ls airborne. As fa r  as we know, they 

s t i l l  have a irc ra f t  up, in fac t I ’m sure they 

do.

Do you know i f  they 're  attacking, engaging or 

not?

No, the la s t indications we have were that they 

were Illuminating and i t  d id n 't say whether they 

were attacking or not, but they had fla re  ships up. 

Okay. Well, I ' l l  t e l l  Mr. McNamara th is , and 

i f  anything else comes in to you . . .

I'm afraid  what's happened is  tha t our Plash

th i s  one?
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QSN BURCHZNALl 

AQM SHARPt 

OSN BURCHBfALt 

AON SHARP}

m essag es hav e  ohoked up th e  c i r c u i t .  I  have 

J u s t  t o l d  e v e ry b o d y  t o  knook o f f  u s in g  F la s h ,  

T h a t I s  from  h e r e .  T h a t 1s th e  b e s t  I  can 

g iv e  you D ave, s o r r y .

Okay. Many th a n k s ,  0 1 l i e .

As soon  a s  I  g e t  any  more I  w i l l  l e t  you know. 

Thanks a l o t ,

OK. G oodbye.

A reo o rd ln ic  ~ Adm Sharp  to  Pen B u re h ln a l a%>2i08 PH KPT 4 AuJtuat

AJDN SHARPt

OXN BUROHIKAL} 

ACM SHARPt 

aSN BURCHINALi

Dave, We have a more r e o e n t  one from  7 7 ,5 ,

He s a id  th r e e  P T 's  r e p o r te d  sunk now. He 

t a l k s  ab o u t th e  w e a th e r . He say s  w ea th e r o v e r 

De S o to  p a s t  th ro e  hour® v a r ie d  800 to  3000 

b ro k en . And I  don* t know m ile s  v i s i b i l i t y .  I t  

i s  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  w hich i s  ham pering  a i r c r a f t  in  

th e  lo c a t io n  o f  t a r g e t s .  And an SA-XB moved 

from  a m iddle man p o s i t i o n  to  De S o to  to  

a tte m p t to  v e c to r  p la n e s  to  c o n ta c t .  Two F 4 's  

a re  on th e  s c e n e , and two a re  ab o u t to  laund li. 

No to rp e d o  f i r i n g s  in  th e  l a s t  15 m in u te s .

De S o to  p a t r o l  r e p o r t s  no c o n ta c ts  on th e  r a d a r  

s c r e e n .

And w h a t’s th e  d a te  tim e g roup?

T h is  was 041732 Z.

T h a t 's  a b o u t 1315 o u r  tim e , ab o u t an h o u r ag o , 

th e  a t t a c k .
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ADM SHARPS 

GEN BUROTINAL* 

ADM SHARP:

OEM BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARPS

OSH BURCHXNALt 

ADM SHARPf

R i g h t .  OK, t h a t  w i l l  do I t .

OK.

Thank you .

I t  does a p p e a r  now t h a t  e l o t  o f  th e s e  to rp e d o e s  

a t t a o k s  w ere to rp e d o e s  r e p o r t e d  In  th e  w a te r  

from  th e  S o n a m « n , you s e e ,  and  p ro b a b ly  a  l o t  

o f  them  I n a c c u r a te  b e c a u se  w henever th e y  g e t  

keyed  up on a t h in g  l i k e  t h i s  e v e i^ th ln g  th e y  

h e a r  on th e  S o n a r l a  a  to rp ed o *

You’r e  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h e r e  was a toiTpedo a t t a c k ?

No d o u b t a b o u t  th a t»  I  t h i n k .  No d o u b t a b o u t 

th a t*  Oh, tJ l^ re  i s  one r e p o r t  h e re  t h a t  s a y s  th e y  

t h in k  t h a t  maybe one PT was su n k  by  a n o th e r  

PT. B u t t h a t ’s  -  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  i n  th e  

o o n je o tu r e  s ta g e *

0^, w e l l  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  As f a r  a s  we know th e n  

th e  a l r o x ^ f t  a r e  s t i l l  a t t e m p t in g  t o  m a in ta in  

c o n ta c t?

They a r e  -  ttmy d e f i n i t e l y  a r e  •  r i g h t .

Thank j o x x , O llle .

WelooiM -  B ye,

A r e c o r d in g  Adai M u stin  t o  t> »  Eg?0 f o r  Q p e p a tlo n s  B /Ben Smith 

a t  3 t3 4  PM KPT 4 AUQ 

ADM MUSTINt Bob * Jim  M i l l e r  i s  g e t t i n g  th e  e x e c u te

N ot q u i t e  an  h o u r  ago»

aSN BURCHXNALt

ADM SHARP1 

OEN BURCHINALI 

ADM SHARPt
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DDOt

AOM KUSTINt

ODOt

ADM IfUSTIMt 

DDOl

ADM'MUSTINl

message typed up on th is  thing. I ts  got a 

modifications in i t  from what I discussed with 

you, but that^s neither here nor there. He's 

going to bring i t  up here, and I ’m going to take 

i t  into the tank for the CJhiefs to look a t f in a lly  

before i t  goes, Wien they say i t ' s  ready to go, 

then I want i t  to go on that open line which I  

tm ist you are s t i l l  holding.

We’ve Just sent them a l i t t l e  message to oheok 

i t  out and they are Just bringing the message 

back, They ”Rogered" fo r the one I sent.

OK. I 'v e  Just been talking '♦o Adm Sharp on 

the phone and he knows th is  is  expected 

moii»ntarily and he may ca ll back fo r i t ,  so 

keep your tape cu tters and whatever else you 

need righ t t i^ 3?e ready to ro l l .

I  told him the Jo in t Chiefs were in session and 

that we would have soaiething fo r him shortly . 

Righto.

All righ t, s i r .

OK.

A recording » Adm Sharp to Pen Burchinal a t 4t40 PM EDT 4 A W t 

ATM SHARP! Hi, Dave.

OEN BURCHINALs The message is  up in SlCMP's office now.

We should have i t  on the wire to you d irec tly . 

ADM SHARPI I  talked to him Just a few minutes ago and he
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QEN BURCailNALi 

ADM SHARP1

aSN BUHCHlNALt

ASM SHARPt

OSN BURGHXNALt 

A13M SHARPI 

aSN BURGHXNALt 

AIM SHARPS

OEN BURCHXNALi 

ASN SHARPI

OEN BURCHINALi

Bald what’s the dope, and I  to ld  him th a t there 

is s t i l l  a s lig h t amount of doubt.

As to whether he actually  had one or not?

So he said what do you think, and I  said I  had 

told Moore about a half hour before that we had 

to get BOBiB defin ite  Infonnatlon from these 

oharaeters out there and he*s gone out fo r It*

1 told him I  thought we would have I t  within

2 hours.

One report said no question of that they were 

illuminated and had guns fired  a t them.

Yes. We have another one here which X am Just 

calling  your a tten tion  to now.

Bast 11 f ire s ,

Hmmmnnsnmf

The one - thex^ was about — well - 

No, th is  one said certain  that orig inal aii^ush 

was bonaflde. Details of action following present 

a confusing p ic ture. Have Intex^lewed witnesses 

who made positive visual sightings. Have you 

seen that one?

No,

Of Qookplt ligh ts  or sirallar passing near MADDOX. 

You haven't seen tha t one?

No.
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1

k m  SHARPt 

Om  BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARPt

QEN BURGHXNALt 

ADM SHARPI

aSN BUHCHlNALi 

ADM SHARPt 

OBN BURCMINALl 

A m  SHARPI

OEN BUROilNALt

A1X4 SHARPt

aSN BURCHINAL}

ADM SHARPI 

GEN BURCSilHALt

ADM SHARPI

Well. This is  . . .

HasnH got in yet.

This is  041848 f r o m  CTS 72.1. That’s the la te s t 

thing we have. I t  looks fa ir ly  certa in . But 

anyway. I'm to oall him and t e l l  him, 

minute you get an answer?

Yes - and we're not to go u n til w« are oonfident 

that we have Ited one.

You think you oan launch toy seven?

Yes, I  think so. I t ' l l  be tig h t.

And the idea being only to —-

But i t  may be Just as well to wait an hour or so

i f  we have to , to be certa in .

And the only one of aourse is  the one major go 

a t these places, except for the p o ssib ility  of 

the recce which may be continued.

Well, th a t 's  new - now I  was figuring on a recycle, 

i f  necessary*

Oh - well i f  i t ' s  on an as-necessary basis , I 

think th a t 's  probably OK.

Yes, because there were quite a few - 

You get reports on some so ft s tu ff that they 

didn*t get, and there is  something to go 

back again.

Yes - well - th a t 's  r ig h t. Especially on VINH,
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aSN BURCHINALi

ASM SHARPI

QBN BURCHINALt 

ATM SHARPI 

OSN BDRCHINALi

\

AOH SHARPt 

OSN BURCHINALt 

AJM  SHARPI

QEN BURCHXNALi

AON SHARPt 

GSN BURCHINALi 

A m  SHARPt

OKN BURCHINALt 

ADM SHARP!

0£N BURCHINALt 

ASN SHARPI

Yes - tha t one you put enough on In it ia l ly  to 

rea lly  clean I t  up and If  . , .

Well - we*re going a f te r  so many places a t onee, 

that I t  looks like a redo would have to be on one 

of theae.

And tha t would probably be the best.

Yes«

I f  you can Biake that northern one a one go. I t  

would be b e tte r  too.

Right, r ig h t. I  agree,

Beoauae of the reaction p o sa lb lllty .

Yaa> and I to ld  them a recce la feaalble ao t lu t  

we don*t neceaaarlly have to go u p  there. I 

Juat want to ca ll your a tten tion  to tha t one 

message ^ I c h  indicates . . .  a l i t t l e  b e tte r .

OK * well, w e 'll wait fo r your ca ll back on 

the conflm atlon routine, then we*11 have the 

operator ro l l .

OK.

l^ n k s ,  O llle - Bye.

Hey, Cave, t e l l  Deve MacDonald that he was about 

rig h t on 7 0  to ta l .

On bothT

niat*» 7 0  fo r the two of them. Not 7 0  each. 

Right. Right. OK.

OK. Right. Ooodbye. ^ a n k  you.
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A recording - Col Jones In the JOS conference room to the NMCC 

Pacific Deskj Cdr Hattaway, a t 5^00 BPT 4 AlW

CDR HATTAWAYl 

COL JONESI

CDR HATTAWAYj 

COL JONESI 

CI« HATTAWAYl 

COL JONESt

CDR HATTAWAYl 

COL JONESI

Hello, ThlB is Cdr Hattaway on the Pac Desk.

This is  Col Jones, I ’m up a t the Gold Room. The 

Chiefs would like to get the forecasters to give 

us a forecast of the weather as of,O7 OO local 

time out a t the ta rge t area.

Forecast as of 0 7 0 0?

That»s r ig h t, out there about 2 hours from now. 

OK, a l l  r ig h t.

Over the tax*get area, and we would like the 

information up here as soon as you get i t .

All r ig h t.

Thank you.

A recording » Adm Sharp to Pen Burchinal a t 5»23 PM 8DT 4 ATO

ADM SHARPf 

aSN BURCHINALt 

ADM SHARPI 

aSN BURCHINAL: 

ADM SHARPS

QEN BURCHINAL:

ADM SHARP:

Dave, reference DIRNSA 041933Z*

Yes.

Have you seen i t?

No. Well, I ’m not sure I  have.

Well, here now they came out defin ite ly  and 

said they sacrificed  two ships and the res t 

are ok*

Oh, yes, we've seen th a t. I couldn’t  t e l l  

whether they meant ships. They said comrades.

No, no, I  remember tha t one. This was a d ifferen t
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QEN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPI

OEN BDRCHINALi

ADN SHARPS 

aSN BURCHZKALt

AON SHARPI
i
!

a n : BURCHlNALt 

ADN SHARP) 

aSN BURCHINALi 

ADM SHARPt 

OSN BURCHIMALt 

ADM SHARP!

QEN BURCHZKALt

one. Now th is  is  where they say they sacrificed  

two ships and a l l  the re s t are ok. You haven’t  

seen that one?

No.

I  Just got I t .  You ought to look a t i t  because 

th is  pins i t  down b e tte r than anything so fa r . 

Indicates that they were out there on buainessf 

huh?

C»i, yea. Very d efin ite ly ,

OK.

TOiey thought that they shot down a oouple of 

planes. Now we also have one from 7th Fleet 

recapping and he says tha t TURH!̂  JOY reports 

two.

Yes -  we got th a t.

And

SECISF is  sa tis f ied  with the evidence.

He is ,  huh?

Yes,

Veil, now -  I*m waiting fo r one more from the 

TURNER JOY, We’re ejqpecting one more. And 

actually  I'm sa tis f ied  too. But then another 

thing. Now th is  thing is  coming off a t 2000 your 

time.

Y es.
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Am SHARP:

a£3« BURCHINAL: 

AEM SHARP} 

a£N BURCHINALl 

ACM SHARP}

OEN BURCHlNALt 

Am SHARP!

0£3i BURCHUfALt 

AEM SHARPt

Because we're shooting on OOLF time. Non we were 

using HOTEL time In our message, but we're going 

to change I t .  Tom used OOLF In h is.

So I t ' s  2000 our time.

Right.

OK.

Mow I think I ' l l  give you a oall p retty  soon - 

I ' l l  ta lk  with Mr. NcMaoaim p retty  quiok.

He's righ t here with us.

OK - well * I'm waiting for one more message then 

I ' l l  give you the dope, 

niank you« O llie.

OK -  goodbye.

Recorded conversation, Actoiral Wustin to the PDO MMCC General Smith 

a t 5 I29 PH, EOT, 4 August.

A£M MDSTIN:

DDOt

Am MUSTINt

Bob, there is  again th is  confusion about what time 

i t  is  in  the Oulf of Tonkin. I  wish you'd get on 

tha t Teletype o irou it or something and get th is  

straightened out once and fo r a l l .  We want to know 

not only what time do they keep in Saigon, but we 

also want to  know what time those ca rrie rs  are 

keeping a t sea up there in  the Oulf of Tonkin, in 

case there is  any difference.

Yes, s i r ,  there should be no. . .

There sem s to be some confusion whether we have ' 

a 12 hour difference, 11 hour difference, or what
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0£3V SMITHf 

AIM MUSTIMl

we havej and we want to know, and we want to know 

righ t her« In the tank righ t now. So put a<»aebody 

through on a wire tha t w ill go through fo r sure, 

like to CDiCPAC’s m r  Bo(mj em6  ask h la to  oheok 

a l i t t l e  fu rther to resolve the pose lb lllty  of 

differences between what*a kept In Saigonj udiloh may 

be an a r t i f i c ia l  time, and what tine the earrlera  

are keeplr%« and le t  ua k m t i  baok here, and use 

whatever i t  takes to get through a t the desk.

1*11  do th a t.

Righto.

Recorded converaation, the Deputy D lreotor fo r  Operation general Smith 

to  general McCutcheon a t  5i33 PM. BOT, 4 August.

a£N NoCUTCHEOiii

fh is  is  Smith a t the liMCC. Z have Just had a oa ll 

from Admiral Nustln out a t the tank and apparently 

a big discussion has o<»e up over the imte in  the 

Bay of Tonkin tha t you CVA*s are carrying, as 

opposed to the tiaM in Saigon. Can you straighten 

th is  out fo r me?

That's co rrec t. We had told CIMCPACFÎ  in  our 

message to go on HOTSL time« but they had pre« 

vlously gone out to 7th f le e t and used OOLP time. 

The partlc\Alar rea l esta te  in  question is  about 

halfway between OOLP and HOTSL. Realising tha t 

they can use tha t extra hour. Admiral Sharp has 

told then to plan on using OOLF time. !mat would
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make I t  2000 Washington time i f  i t  comes off as 

scheduled.

2CKX> a t Saigon time would be waht« 1900?

Negative * 2000 liAshington time.

2 0 0 0  Washington time. Z am with you.

That would he 1400 here in  Honoliau and would be 

0700 out there.

0700 out there. Alright now. I f  they use the 

HOTEL time what time would i t  be?

Wellj i f  they went on MOTEL time i t  would be one 

hour e a r lie r ; i t  would be 1900 Washington time. 

Right and 0600 out thez^. Right?

Negative, I f  they went on 0700 HOTSL i t  wou3d be 

1900 in  Washington. I f  they go on 0700 OOLF 

i t  would be 2000 in Washington.

OK, I  am with you. That's fine . OK, 1*11 c a ll 

tha t in to  th«&. Thank you ever so much.

Rsoorded oonversatiorv Admiral Sharp to General Burohinal a t 5i39 PWi

a m  SMITHt 

OEM McCUTCHEONt 

OEM SMITHt 

GEN McCUTCHEONt

G£3i SMITHt

GEN McCUTCHEONt

GEM SMITH:

GEM McCUTCHEONi

Gai SMITHS

EPT< 4 August. 

AIM SHARPt 

GQ9 BUROHINALt 

AOf SHARPi 

GQI BUROHINALI

AIM SHARPS 

GEM BURCHIMAL} 

AIM SHARPS 

GEN BURCHIMALt

Hi, Dave.

Yes •  X read th a t message you referenced.

Good.

Indioates there may be some other ac tiv ity  under 

way,

W«ll «

They said in  the message tha t they were •

They were carrying out the hunt.

Yes. ^
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AXff. SHARP}

a m  BURCHIMAL: 

Am SHARPt 

Oai BURCHIMALi 

ACN SHARPt 

OEM BURCHIMALi

AIM SHARPS

a£» BURCHINALt 

Am SHARPI

OEM BURGHIMALt 

Am SHARPI 

OEM BDRCHIMALi 

Am SHARPS 

OEM BURCHIMALs 

Am SHARPS 

OEM BURCHXMALs 

Am SHARPS

OEM BURCHINALs

R ight o Mom I  J u s t  wanted to  be su re  th a t  we under* 

stood  each o th e r  on t h i s  a s  to  th e  tim e th a t  w i l l  

be launch  tim e.

At 0700 lo c a l .

R ig h t,

launch  tim e •  t h a t ’s r ig h t*

Yes.

Mow -  we were h a v l i^  an argum ent h e re  w ith  th e  

c lo ck s  ag a in , w e * re  on e a s te rn  d a y l ig h t •  Saigon 

I s  12 hou rs •  I s  t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  than  Saigon? 

A ocord li^  to  o u r c lo ck  h e re  you’re  on C^een tim e. 

What tim e I s  I t  th e re  now?

R igh t now a t  h e re  I t  I s  3s4o -  1740.

R igh t •  t h a t ’s  r i g h t  •  and we check on t h a t .  And 

lt*^s ktkO  In  th e  a o m ln g .

In  th a t  lo c a l  area« n o t In  Saigon.

Mo« no. I t ’s  S a ig o n ’s .  They’re  on a  s p e c ia l  tisM . 

Yes.

4s40.

OK.

So we’re  checked. We g o t you o n « rig h t?

R ig h t,

0K« Dave > I  J u s t  wanted to  check • I ’m s t i l l  

w a itin g  f o r  one more.

Did you g e t  th a t  o th e r  word on p o s s ib le  th in g s  frm a 

th e  N orth moving down?
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AIM SHARP} 

0Q ( BQRCHIMALi

\

ACM SHARP!  ̂

OEM BURCHQIALi 

AIM SHARP t 

0B3I BDRCHINALs 

A m  SHARPi 

Q£N BORCKINALt 

A£M SHARPt

HOj 2 d o n 't  b e l ie v e  I  d id .

NSA s t u f f  ag a in . I  h a v e n 't  seen  i t .  I  j u s t  heard  

a  r e p o r t .  There i s  a  r e p o r t  th a t  some s t u f f  

from th e  n o r th  * n o r th  -  n o r th  would move in to  th e  

nox*th, . ,

You mean a i r ?

(%i s tu f fy  y e s i in to  l^ e n  M en.

Ho, 1 h a v e n 't  seen t h a t  one.

w e ' l l  keep an ejre o u t f o r  i t  and De su re ,

OK, Cave*

OK, O l l ie .  

c a l l  you l a t e r .

Reoorded o o p v y a t i o n .  Admiral Sharp to  O eneral B uroh ina l a t  6 i0 7  PM̂  

EOTj 4 August.

AENIRAL SHARPt itoy, Dave. A oouple th in g a  h e re . Z*ve been

w a itin g  f o r  an o th e r  one tram  TUHHER JOY b u t she 

keeps p a ss in g  them th rough  77*5 itnd he i n t e r p r e t s  

in s te a d  o f  send ing  u s th e  th ird s, b u t X 'n s a t i s f i e d  

■ y s e lf .

We a r e ,  to o . Ih e re  w i l l  be no ohange.

A lr ig h t .  How a  oouple th in g s  -  

You've g o t th e  message th a t  says go?

We have i t .  itiid t h a t ' s  i t ,  huh? Zs t h a t  a g ree ab le  

w ith  8ECDET?

He was s i t t i n g  th e re  l i s t e n in g  and he say s h e 's  

s a t i s f i e d .

OK, OK. ^
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OEM BDRCHIHALi 

ASM SHARPt 

0£3i BDRCHZHALt 

AEN SHARPt

OEM BURCHlMALt

AIM SHARPt
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OEM BORCHINALi 

ACM SHARPt 

OEK BDRCHDiALt 

AIM SHARPt 

OEM BURCHINALi

AIM SHARPt 

aSN BDRCHlMALt 

ACM SHARPi

OEM BDROHHIALi 

ACM SHARPi

0£M BDRGHIMALs

ACM SHARPt

QEM BDRCHmALt

ACM SHARPt 

QEH BURCHZNAL: 

ACM SHARPt

H« o o n sld e rs  you ’re  on th e  highway, f r ie n d .

He w uited  me to  o«Xl him and -  

I  d id n ’t  re a l lis e  I t ,

You’ve been re la y in g .

Yea. He was in  th e  m eeting w ith  th e  C hiefa a l l  

th e  tim e you were c a l l in g .  X waa re la y in g . He*a 

a a t l a f l e d  and he o onaldera  th a t  th e  ahow l a  on 

th e  road .

w ell« you t e l l  him th a t  I ’m going  ahead.

T h a t 'a  c o r r e c t .

Two th ln g a  now| aupp reaa lv e  f i r e  l a  p a r t  o f  th la  

gaiae, r ig h t?

There l a  no q u ea tlo n  In  ny mind abou t t h a t .  

A lr ig h t ,  I ’ve to ld  CINCPACFLT th a t  auppreaalve 

f i r e  l a  p a r t  o f  th e  game.

VQiere you have I d e n t i f i e d  p o a lt lo n a  t h a t  may 

I n t e r f e r e  w ith  your fo ro e a , c le a n  th o i  on th e  

way In .

R ig h t. Now th e  p reaa  ahould n o t g e t  t h l a  a to ry  

a t  1900 your t im e ..

we a r e  co g n isan t o f  th a t  and w i l l  p robab ly  n o t -  

we w i l l  In au re  th a t  n o th ing  comea o u t h e re  u n t i l  

we know th a t  you’r e  o f f  t a r g e t .

/

A lr ig h t .  T h a t’a going  to  be 2100 your tim e.

We’r e  laaklng p lan a  to  have I t  l a t e .

W ell, 1 n o tic e  t h a t  th e re  l a  going  to  be a  m eeting 

ao roaa  th e  r i v e r .
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OEN BURCHINALj

AIM SHARP:

OEM BURCHINAL!

AIM SHARPI

OEM BORCHINALt

ATM SHARPS 

am  BURCHUfALt 

AEH SHARPS

It* B  g o in g  on r i g h t  now, b u t  n o th in g j s  com ing o u t 

o f  i t  a t  t h e  mc»aent. I tie y  w i l l  d e la y  t h a t  u n t i l  

th e y  a re  su re  th a t  th e re  i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

anyone read in g  i t .

OK. I*m g o in g  t o  t e l l  cm C P A C F L T  t o  0 0 .
A lr ig h t * liow •  One th in g  yoizr s t a f f  m ight be 

th in k in g  o f ,  O ll ie  * we have in  hand, a  s e r i e s  o f 

a c t io n s  o u t o f  37# o f  a l e r t s  and deploym tnts to  

g u ild  up th e  p o s tu re  in  th e  a re a  and Ijqprove our 

a b i l i t y  to  r e a c t .  Zf th ey  c l e a r  th a t  a c ro s s  th e  

way, th ey  w i l l  send i t  to  you and i t  w i l l  b r in g  in  

n o t on ly  your fozHses, b u t sc»ae o u ts id e  ones. And 

i t  w i l l  ask  you f o r  any o th e rs  you need, to  p u t 

a  peak p o s tu re  o u t th e re .  And you peop le  m ight 

be th in k in g  o f  i t .  We*re u s in g  37 a s  th e  b a s is .  

B i t  th e y  can go on from th e re  and an y th in g  th ey  

th in k  th ey  need. So th o se  w i l l  be b o th  a l e r t s  

and deploym ents.

OK -  Z'm n ot go in^ to  c a l l  you ag a in  on t h i s  « 

t h i s  i s  my t e l l i n g  you th a t  I 'm  going to  ex ecu te . 

T h is i s  my t e l l i n g  you th a t  t h a t ' s  o u r under

s ta n d in g  h e re  f i m l y .

OK.

F in e , O l l ie .

Thauik you , Dave. Ooodbye.
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| t e ^ g | |«d  oonvera& tlon, HMQC PAC desk to  th e  CIMCPAC P/O » t  | |5 f „ f l t |  

SOT  ̂ 4 August.

IRils i s  CcKBOiander H attaw i^ , NMCC.

Some o f  th e  w heels a re  conoem ed about t h i s  CTO 

7 7 .6 »s 141759Z.

Let me g e t  i t  -  J u s t  a o inu te«

H attaw ay, you g o t th e  PAC D/O thereT  

Yes s ire *  on.

0K« now what we need i s  th e  o f f - t im e s ,  nunbers and 

ty p e s  ASAP.

Yes, s i r .

You g o t a i ^ h i n g  y e t?

Mot a  th in g .

(%,now y o u 'l l  corae th rough  on th e  KY 9» r ig h t?

Yes» s i r .

OR, and th e  NMCO h e re  i s  supposed to  have a  c i r c u i t  

open f o r  you, a  h o t l i n e ,  so you can o«ae r ig h t  

up on th e  KY 9 u id  g e t  i t  in  h e re  to  u s .

OK, I  have th a t  one.

Diey want to  make su re  t h i s  has no r e l a t i o n  to  

th e  c u r re n t  o p e ra tio n .

T h a t 's  c o r r e c t .

T h is i s  J \is t  some CAP o r  e f f o r t  a g a in s t  th e  

e a r l i e r  a t ta c k .

Y es, s i r .

T h a t 's  th e  way you read  i t ,  too?

4 5

LCOL LIMQBEYi 

CDR HATTAWAY*

LCOL LIMOBEY} 

OEM WiSNANt 

LCOL LDfOBEYt 

0£M WISMAMt

LCOL LIMISEYt 

Q£M WISMAKi 

LCOL LINDSEYt 

0£» WISMANt 

LCOL LDflBEYi 

0£M VOSMANt

LCOL LINCBEYi 

c m  HATTAWAYI

LCOL LINOSEY} 

c m  HATTAWAY}

LCOL LINDSEYt 

CCR HATTAWAYt
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LCOL LINDBEYi Yea, a i r .

CDR HATTAWAYi Thank you v ery  iiuoh. Qoodbye,

R»oord«d o o n v r a a t lo n ,  Oeneiml W ieeler to  Q gngx^ Bm ^ehlm l a t  8 105 

PM, EDT, 4 Augqgt«

0£M£RAL VH££I£Rt Sav«? A ny th ii^  happenli)g?

Me*re s ta n d in g  by w ith  a  c l e a r  l i n e .  Have heard  

n o th in g  y e t .

OK. w e ll , I ‘a  in  th e  P re s id e n t’a o f f lo e ,  th e  o u te r  

o ffic e *  I f  you g e t  any word, p ass  th e  word to  me. 

They can c a l l  vm to  th e  phone. X*m in  th e  c a b in e t 

rocHB, a c tu a l ly ,

Z w i l l  Indeed .

OK, Dave. Ooodbye.

OEM BimCHIMALt

OEN WHEELERt

OEM BURCHIMALt 

0£]f WHEELERt

Recorded c o n v e rs a tio n , g e c re ta ry  McNamara to  Admiral Sharp a t  8 t39  

PM. EOT. 4 Auguat.

NR. MCNAMARAi

AIN SHARPt

MR. MCNANARAi

Am SHARPt 

NR. MCMAMARAt

O l l i e ,  what have you heard  abou t th e  launch?

We have n o t heard  y e t ,  a i r .  I  th in k  what p ro b ab ly  

w i l l  happen w i l l  be th a t  th ey  w i l l  g iv e  ua a  

co o rd in a ted  r e p o r t  when th e  launch  l a  com pleted. 

Q&n't you m d io  o u t to  them and aak them w hether 

th ey  a re  ta k in g  o f f ,  and i f  n o t ,  when th e y  p lan  

to  ta k e  o ff?

Yes, a i r .  1*11 t r y  i t .

X t'a  f o r ty  m inutea a f t e r  th e  o rdered  tim e o f  ta k e  

o f f .
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AIM SHARP*

MR. NCNANARAi

Am SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARAi

ATM SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARAi

ATM SHARPi

MR. MCNAMARA)

I think what they’re probably doing is  planning 

on giving us a coordinated take off report, whioh 

they do a t the oc»^>letion of tUce off*

Let'll get an inoediate stat«&ent from them i f  we 

oan. Part of the problem here is  Just hanging on 

th is  news, you see. The President has to make a 

statement to the people and X am holding him back 

from making i t ,  but we're fo rty  minutes past the 

time X told him we would launch.

Alright. I  w ill have CIMCPACFM?, who has a d irec t 

line  to them, see i f  he can ra ise  an answer from 

them.

How long w ill i t  take them a f te r  launch to get 

over the targets?

V l l t  i t ’s going to  take some of th«B a l i t t l e  over 

an hour.

I  don’t  think we need worry •> How soon w ill the 

f i r s t  ones be over target?

we don’t  have the plan of th e ir  launch. Mow« i f  

they le t  them a l l  go a t  once, whioh they may 6 0 ,  

then of course they w ill h i t  the southern targets 

quite quickly.

See i f  you oan find out when they are launching and 

rhan you think th e ir  f i r s t  f lig h ts  w ill be over 

ta r te ts .
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MR. MCNAMARAt

ATM SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARAS 

A m  SHARPt

ACM SHARP} All r ig h t, s i r .

Vezy good. And then Juat oa ll me baok d irec tly . I 

Mill be in  ny o ffice .

All r ig h t« «ir» Tiiank you.

All r ig h t, O llie. I  appreciate it*

Yet, s i r .  Bye.

Recorded coavereatiop, Adairal Sharp to  Secretary MollMaara a t 9 i 0 9
PM. EO T . 4  August. 

MR. MCNAMARAt 

AEH SHARPI 

MR. MCNAMARAi 

AIM SHARPt 

Ml. MCNAMARAt 

AUf SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARAt 

A m  SHARP!

MR.' MCNAMARAt 

AUf SHARPI 

MR. MCNAMARAt 

Am SHARP!

NR. MCNAMARAt 

AUf SHARPi

MoNaaazm.

ISiis i»  O llie , S ir.

Yes, O llie.

X Just got one from one ca rrie r.

Yes.

He nay be talking fo r both of than because he is  

the senior one. And he says, "Tiiae of launoh is  

going to be 02002," tfhich means not fo r another 50 

minutes. In other words, they couldn't make the 

tixae.

Q h , ny Ood.

And la s t  time over ta rge t w ill be 0 4 0 0 . /
0 4 0 0 .
0 4 0 0 Z .
L et's  see - 0 4 0 0 Z ,  which would mean. . .

Vhich would mean three hours.

Eleven o'olook. Three hours from now.

Yes, s i r .
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•fp*

NR. NCMANARAt 

A£M SHARP}

MR. MCNAMARA} 

AIM SHARP}

NR. MCNAMARA}

Am SHARP}

MR. MCNAHARA} 

A£H SHARPt

NR. MCNAMARA} 

AHC SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARA} 

ACM SHARP}

MR. MCNAMARA}

ACM SHARP}

MR. MCNAMARA}

And tha t is  over ta rge t!

• S m t  Is  the la s t  one over ta rge t.

VOiat Is  the f i r s t  over target? 

well, the f i r s t  one would be about 0 3 0 0 . He gave 

th is  one TOT« which could mean that he Is  trying 

to  make a coordinated attack. But you see what 

happened, th is  compression of time has got him and 

he has had to delay h is launch.

Well, now, l e t 's  get c lear. His time of launch 

Is  f i f ty  minutes from now?

19iat*s rig h t, yes, s i r .

Iftiloh would make I t  ten PM Washington time.

That Is  r ig h t. Yes, s i r .  And the TOT would be 

midnight, your time.

Two hours?

Yes, s i r ,

Zs I t  t«fo hours to the closest target?

V  assume tha t tha t meant the la s t  TOT.

A lright, what Is  the f i r s t  TOT fo r ten PM Washington 

launch?

I  don 't know yet. We ai?e trying to get lui ampli

fying report. But as X say he could be making a 

coordinated attack , which would mean tha t he would 

try  to get them a l l  over a t the same time, you see? 

How serious do you think would be a Presidential 

statement about the time of launch th a t would say
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AIM SHARPI

MR. MCNAMARAi

AJCM SHARPt

HR. MCNAMARA:

Am SHARP:

MR. MCNAMARAi 

Am  SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARAi 

AEM SHARPt

thle« ”At th is  n«»»ent &lr action is  now in execu

tion  against gvm boats and supporting f a c i l i t ie s  

in  and near fotir ports of North Vietnam which have 

been used in support of hostile  operations”?

I  don’t  think i t  would b« good, s i r .  Frankly. 

Because i t  w ill a le r t  them. No doubt about i t .

Ihey w ill be alerted  as soon as these planes 

s ta r t  coming in to  the coast.

Well. Ihey won*t know where they are going. You 

see. Of course^ they are goii^ to be alerted  as 

soon as they get in  the a i r  because HAINAN is  going 

to pick them up and so w ill the other people. But 

they won*t know where they are going. Xt wouldn't 

reooomend i t .  1 an sorry we can 't get i t  foo any 

fa s te r , but X know what would happen.

Sure.

I t ’s a co^ression  a l l  alor^s the lin e , you know, 

and ootamxinications take tin e .

Alright. Ke«p lae infonaed as the night goes by. 

Yes, sir« Sure w ill.

3hank you.

Yes, s i r .  Goodbye,

Recorded convreatlon . Admiral Sharp to  Secretary MoNaaatra a t 9 i 2 2  

PM. E m .  4 August.

NR. MCNAMARAi McNamara.

ATM SHARPt S ir , th is  i s  O llie again.
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KR. MCNAMARA: 

AEN SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARAt 

AHf SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARAt

A » SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARAt

AEM SHARPt

Yes, O llle .

We have soiae Indications, in  a channel, you know, 

tha t we can 't ta lk  about, tha t these PTs are going 

in  close to  the shore and they are told to stay 

clase and they are going into  these various 

estuaries. This brings \3p th is  three mile pro

h ib ition . See, we are going in  to h i t  these 

various places but we s t i l l  have to stay outside 

of three m iles} otherwise, and i t  looks as though 

we are giving them a three mile sactuary which they 

are already taking advantage of. Of course, they 

wouldn’t  know i t  but what they are doing is  getting 

in  close to  try  to  hide. This i s  a. . . Well, Z 

an not sure tha t you are on th is  one.

Yes, I  am on i t .

But on tha t p a rticu la r message?

well, no, but I  know basically  what you a r e  talking 

about.

Then I would suggest, s i r ,  th a t. . .

I  think we have enough on o u r  hands a t the xaoment, 

O llie. L et's  ju s t stay with the ta rge ts  we have 

and s trik e  those and worry about the three mile 

lim it la te r .

Well, I  was ju s t concerned tha t we are apt to  run 

these things in close and then won't be able to 

do anything about i t .
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"'Wf 'IHM-

NR. NCNANAlUt

AIN SIURPt 

NR. KCNANARAi 

A» SHARP}

KiU NCNAIIARAt

Am SHARPI 

NR. NCNANARAt

Weil, I  think tha t i s  r ig h t, but the orders are to 

h i t  those ta rge ts  and as I  xinderstand i t ,  you w ill 

use your whole foroe for that*

Yes, s i r .  we w ill have a. * •

We don’t  need to  fig h t in  the three mile lim it. 

Well, here is  what I  M itioipate i s  going to happen. 

^Ihat some of the ones down south w ill probably be 

vacant. There probably wonH be anybody there 

because Z think they are up a l i t t l e  fa rth er 

North and we w ill find them up there in close to 

the beach, Z think. l!hey w ill have had time to 

get there, you see. I  think tha t i s  what we are 

going to run in to . However, tha t is .  . .

Z would think th a t the a irc ra f t  going in  on these 

in i t i a l  s tz ^ e s ,  the ones you are launching now or 

w ill launch shortly  against the bases, could be 

authorised to attack these vessels where ever they 

find them.

That i s  what I  think to , sir*

That i s  a lr ig h t. You go ahead and in stru c t them 

to th a tj but a f te r  the f i r s t  s tr ik e , Z mean 

a f te r  you have launched your f i r s t  wave and they 

come back to the ships, then the patro ls  should 

attack  only outside the three mile lim it. Bjuss 

Wheeler and Cy Vance are here and a l l  are nodding 

th e ir  heads.
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AIM SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARAS 

AIM SHARPi 

MR. MCNAMARA: 

AEM SHARPI 

MR. MCHAMARAt

Am SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARAt 

ADM SKARPi 

NR. MCMAMARAt 

ACM SHARPt

So tha t means tha t on the way in .

Ck> ahead.

Go ahead and attack any place you find them 

A lright, aJLr, X w ill t e l l  them tha t.

Very good. Biankt. Get them off though, O llie * 

That la  the main thing.

Sir?

Oet t h ^  o ff, tha t i s  the main thing, 

we w ill get them off.

Oood night.

Good night, a ir .

A lr ig h t ,  i i r .

Haoorded oonvex*aation. Secretary McManara to Admiral Sharp a t 10i26 
PM. EOT, 4 August.
AEM SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARA:

AlXf SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARAi 

A2X SHARPI

Sharp.

Bob McllamuTa. Have we had any word tha t they have 

laxuiohed?

No, a ir . haven 't, although I  am sure the one 

o u tf i t  i s  goix% to go, or has gone a t 0200, X ea& 

quite sure. The other one, however, th is  is  the 

one th a t came down from the North, you know —•

Yes.

-  and also i s  taking the ta rge ts  tha t are fa rth est 

away. She i s  not going to  launch u n til  1300  th e ir  

time, with the slow a irc ra f t .  And then she is  going 

to  launch the others a t 1430. Apparently she is
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NR. MCNAMARA: 

AEM SHARPt

NR. MCNAMARA:

AIM SHARPi

NR. HCNANARAt 

A£M SHARPi

NR. MCNAMARAS

ATM SHARPt 

MR. MCKAMARAt 

AIM SHARPi 

NR. NCMAMARA:

not able to g«t in  position in  tin e . fli*t i s  

th e ir  tiiae. Two and one half hours from n o i t ,  she 

launches one set and the other set a four hours
>

from now. You got that^ s ir?

Yes. Mfly Qod.

Here i s  the problem, she is  ooming down f r o m  the ' 

North and she had the fa rth est North targets 

so she had to  come down around tha t place, you know. 

Yes.

And in  order to get in  there , she had to use a 

good many of her a irc ra f t for refuelers. So while 

one of them is  going to get off a t the time I  

said , whioh was the Southern one, you know.

Vhioh got o ff a ha lf an hour ago, i s  th a t right?

I t  should have gotten o ff a ha lf an hour ago. We 

haven't heard yet but we w ill be hearing any minute, 

X am sure.

But shouldn't she. , . Why don 't you get in  touch 

with her righ t away and make Damn s u n  she got off. 

Right.

O llis.

YeSj s i r .

Mow th is  other one w ill get o ff four hours from now 

and then how long is  i t  to the target?
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AXM SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARA1

AIM SHARPI

MR. MIHANARAi

AEM SHimPt

MR. MCNAMARA}

AEM SHARP;

MR. MCNAMARAI 

ASM SHARPi

MR. MCNAMARAi 

AEM SHARPt

L i t * ®  see « 1 5 4 5 , iirtilch w ill b« five hours and 

f ifte en  minutes frwai now. Of course« those are the 

fa rth est away.

But no announcenent here is  going to influence what 

they think about those aix^jraft coming in because 

you w ill already have launched a half an hour ago 

against the other ta rge ts .

That’s righ t. As long as they don’t  know what the 

ta rge ts  are.

Tes. Hell, Z have out tha t out of the statement. 

Oood. Yes, sir* So Z think we are a lrig h t on 

th a t, as long as you don 't say what they are.

Yes.

There w ill s t i l l  be the element of surprise.

O llie. And check with. . ,

Z w ill give you the word, as soon as we get in  

touch with them.

Well, get in  touch with them righ t away.

Yes, s ir .

55

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



A ltoo«r41iyt^ H r. 

4 A ugust 1964. 

AM SHARFt 

m ,  NCMAIIARAt 

ADN. tMARP

MB. NdlAIIAitA:

AIM SBABFt

StMMTP

NR. nnUNARAt

AON SHARPt

NR. NCMANAllAt

S i r .

Any eoariuMttloQ of Lftttoch jr«t GAX1«?

Mo S ir#  X iiAv* i i i s t  « aU « d  f o r  I t  a^iU n ftud I  

iiav* n » t Had l t «  S ir*

C an*t jrou go i n  Um» o lo o r  oo t l i lo  moA oak  ”914 jrou 

do vtaot you m 1 4  you m r o  c o in s  to  4o a t  10 0*Clo«lc?' 

Wo iiavo t o  gio tto>ouftb S an slo y  on  i t  S i r ,  and I  J u a t  

to l d  tUMn t o  go baok on I t  a g a in .  B ut tH o / liavo 

n o t Had I t .  Z t l a  J u a t  a  a a t t o r  o f  g a t t l n g  I t  

tlkrougft t i l l s  ooM sun loatlona s y a to a .  X w i l l  g lv o  

I t  t o  you •

lloir lo n g  aliou ld  I t  t a t e ?  Tlia P ro a ld o n t w anta  to  go

on tbm  a i r  a t  1115« U>at l a  ttm  and  l>a

atoouldn*t go on u n lo a a  iia liaa a  o o n f l r a a t lo n  o f  

launaJn.

X sh o u ld  tb ln k  v s w i l l  uavs I t  by tia a t t l a s «  S i r .

X a a  noodllQ g tb a a  H ies aad  b u t I t  l a  J u a t  a  

q u a a t lo n  o f  g s t t l n g  I t  tb ro u g h  t h i s  o l r s u l t  and 

a p p a ra n t ly  tJM o l r o u l t  I s  a  l l t t l a  ja o a s d  up o r  

soflMth in g .

W all s a a * t  you g o t  f n r lo r l ty  on tU la f
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A M  SHARPi

MR. NCNAMARAt 

ADN SHARFt 

MR. NCNAMARAt

Aotvmlly I t  i s  oomir^ t r < m  tlie o t t m r  «nd and I  mm 

sur« he got i t  up to FLASH rlg tit now 8lr« 

lfeIX« k««p a ft« r Mm.

I  w ill keep a f te r  h i m ,

lM»xt 011ie« a f te r  you get tM s out of the m y  and 

the launoh« l>e sure that /ou le t  then know that 

we want poet s trik e  flash  reports p r o m p t l y .  Be 

ought to z^port every half hour through the night 

as to what he has done launching^ post s trik e  

information^^ any attaoks on h ia , any unidentified 

a i rc ra f t« he Just ought to have a half hourly report 

so tha t you can keep up to date*

All righ ts I  w ill t e l l  him th a t.

Very Good, Thanks O llie.

All r ig h t S ir,

A recording* general C lifton to Beputy P ireotor for Operations^ general 

Wiaaan, a t lQt48 FM̂ KPT* 4 August 1964«

ADM SHARPt 

NR. MCNAMARAi 

ADM SHARPt

DDOt

QEK CLIVTQNt 

W O t

GEN CLXfTOHt 

DDOt

Hello*

Hi.

Qenez^l.

¥es*

We have the Chaizmn i» re  now in  anottwr conversation 

with SECSKP and Admiral Sharp^ can I  help you?
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OEN OLIFTOMi Ytts* l^ t  me t e l l  you m y  problem i.8* Ve Az*e

looking over th is  CQM8TlLI.ATX(»i Plan* •

QDOi Yes.

OBM CLlFTONt and I  know -

W O i  We have new launoh tlaes  now that we Juat received

from the C(»»TBLLATI(»i,

OIN CUfTONt Right.

DPOi Whloh la  oonalderable la te r  than the TIC(»CnKROQA.

axN CLirroMt M ght.

coo I The TICONiaeROQA should have launched a t 10 and i f  we

hear d iffe ren tly  m  w ill notify you.

OEK CLIFTONt Veil. Mr. Bundy and the fresldent are together

up there.

CDOt Xlght,

(SEN CLZfTOlit And they are talking about U l^ .

l ^ t   ̂ For what?

am  CLIFTONI For th e ir  s ta teaen t, and Z an looking a t the

statenent to  see whether^ « . • l e t ’s say tha t they 

go with th is  early launoh tliae, how auch are they 

going to  reveal and warn the peoplet 

jDDOt Veil now Admiral Sharp and Secretary McNamara have

dlsoussed tha t and ItoNaniara has deleted that 

portion from the message and th is  Is  what he told 

Shax*p on the phone.
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OEN CLIFTON} He has deleted that portion from the i^resldent's 

message« but even i ^ n  h »  makes a statesient w ill 

he a le r t  them th is  aany hours in  advanaet 

Admiral Sharp said not so as long as he doesn 't give 

the ta rge ts .

I see. 0£.

That was h is conversation with the SSCSiEf'*

The SMCIMP has had i t  with tiM President I  s m  sure. 

Right.

All r ig h t. Thank y<»2« 

the Deputy Pireotoy^ for Operations# Oeneral Wisaaan, to

I«)Oi

aS N  € L IF T < » ii 
DDOt
<mv C L IFT O N t 
PDOf
(m  CLZVTOMt 
A recording^

Oeneral Burohinalr’̂ ^f**!! t05 Wtj 4 August 1964.

OEN BURCHIMALt Hsllo.

General, tfisaan. S ir.

Yes.

£ t i l l  nothing from getting  airborne get. And also 

new info from the one that was moving down from up 

Morth« not in  position yet. So, they w ill not be 

launching fo r a few hours. And t h 9  la te s t  deal is  

tha t the Chief out tlMre has called the Chief here« 

and he wants to scrub that ones launching because 

of bad weather.

What does tha t do to the operation!
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EDOI Well, I t  cwta out 8»»e of tJ^ t«rg«tB that th«y had

s p i l t  up bctii«en the two. Q£ course, the hand 

w ill ali!«|i4^ IM tipped I f  you go In with the one 

force. That Is  the only thing tha t oc»»es to m y  

mind Iniffiedlately. The Chalx^n Is  up with the 

SSCDXP and Admiral Sharp Just talked to the SJSCISF, 

with th is  In fo z^ tlo n  tha t X am giving you.

OEMSRAL BURCHINALi X>ld he t e l l  him whleh ones they couldn't h it?

CDOt

OBN BURCHINALi 

DDOi

OSN BURCUINALx 

DDOi

OSN BURCHINALt 

DDOi

c m  BURCHINALi

j m t

Sir?

2Hd he t e l l  M m  which ones they couldn't h it?

No* They didn’t  go in to  tha t but t h 6  Chalrauin Just 

l e f t  here and we showed hi» on tlM oap which was 

which. So he knows, and he is  s i t t in g  there with him. 

What hasH^ned to them. Hell, they are supposed to 

have been together an hour, you know.

Well the la te s t  guidance was ttw directive frora 

SSCDSF, **lEk>n*t scrub anything u n til  you c a ll e?e back.” 

That i s  not good,

lio S ir.

The other one has no weather problemt 

Well he d<M»sn*t think so but i t  i s  funny that he can 't 

confiriB anything getting  airborne. I  am begj|ahang to  

suspect i t  now.
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QSK BURCHlNALt

ODOt

OBN BURCHINALs 

DDOt

QIN BUKCHZNALi 

DlX)t

OBN BUROHDIALi 

A recording^ Mr,

ADM SHARPt 

H R , MCNAMARAI

ADM SHARPI 

NR. NCNANAlUr

ADM SHARPi 

NR. MCNAMARAt 

ADM.SRARPi

NR. MCNAMARA1

Of course. I f  h« la  waiting for a coordinated go, 

that la  one thing that could have held up the 

other ones.

Yes S ir, I t  could have.

Call me I f  you get anything tonight.

All righ t S ir, w ill do.

In 10 or 15 alnutes I  w ill be coming over.

All r ig h t. S ir.

Thank you very muoh,

McMaaiara to  Adalral Sharp a t 11 i l l  

Yea S ir.

O llle , I f  you don 't launch against those northernly 

ta rge ts  because of bad m ather.

Yes S ir,

Is  there any reason why the CONSIXLLATKSI couldn't 

launch against the southernly ta rg e ts , including the 

o il  depot?

No S ir , That is  exactly what we would do.

Is  the weather ok down there?

I t  i s  b e tte r  down ther. S ir . I t ' s  not good. I t ' s  

deteriorating  now#

I  think the point i s ,  that as *a Nation we Just can 't 

s i t  here and le t  them attack  us on the high seas 

and not do^lEismethlng,
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ADM SUAR?i 

m . MCNAMARA}

ADM SHARP}

No S ir.

So I  think the Preaid«nt has to aay that w« ar« 

going to re ta l ia te ,

Ve are going to do i t  a ir .  There i» no doubt about 

th a t, i t  ia  Juat that 1 don 't think that there ia  

any queation tha t they have launched. I t  ia  Just the 

queation of getting  the doggor^ report.

NR. MCNAMARAt OK.

AON SHARFt Z have Juat blaated them again

NR. NCKANARAi OK ex ile . Thanks again.

ADN SHARP} Doing ay beat.

MR. MCNAMARAS Right 0.

AZ>MSHARP} Right 0.

A recording, the Peputy Pixmotor fo r ftperationa^ Oeneral Wiaaianj to 

Oeneral Burohlnal a t 11 >20 HI, g f f .  4 Auguat 1964.

OIN BORCHINALi 

DDOi

Hallo.

General a t  tlM recent ooaveraation the SSCCKP called 

hia baok and aaid, **A11 zdght now why oan*t you 

put Connie,down on thoae Southern targeta too i f  

they oan 't go north ao we do aooaething," So that 

ia  what they are lo<^ng a t n<»f« In other worda 

hia point to  h ia  waa tha t as a nation we cannot a i t  

here and not re ta l ia te .
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V,.

GEN BimCHINALi

jawi ^

OEN BURCKXNALt 

l»>Ot

GEN BURCHINALi 

SDOt

OSN BURCHINALi 

CDOi

QBN BUBCHXNAL: 

m>Ot

QBN BURCHINALi 

BDOi

Yes,

So they arc th ink ing .

BO you iBM>an put both out th«r«t 

Yes* I f  n«ce»Mry In or<t«r to  insux^ suoo«88. 

s o  North?

I f  the weather abBolut«3^ prevent# It*

Up North?

Y e »  S ir. I f  I t  does.

I f  the weather up North.

Yes S ir,

How the Hell they going to  Imow that?

Evidently they got aoise reecm In tiui area, 

know.
i

GENERAL BURCHINALi OS.

W)Oi All r ig h t. S ir.

QBN BURCHINAL: I  W ill be leav ing  in  Just a few ninutee.

DDO: ^  All righ t S ir .

A reoQg<tlJi|u^ 4dB»iral Sharp to Hr. Womuaara a t lli2Q  T H t JEDTm » i m i m  m " '

MR. NSNAIIARAt 

ADM SHARFi 

NR. MCNAMARAt 

ADM SHARPt 

MR. MCNAMARAt

McNamara

S ir, th is  ie  O llie.

Yea, O llie.

She got her planes off a t 0243* 0243 

How long ago was that?

.Vi•! •

'.s*
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ADM SHARPt

MR. MCNAMARAt 

ADM SHARP}

MR« l«3MANARAt

ADM SHARPi

MR. MCNAMARAt 

ADM SHARPt 

NR. NSNAMARAt 

ADM SHARPt 

NR. MCNAMARAt 

ADM SHARP)

HR. MCNAMARAt 

ADM SHARPi 

MR. MCNAMARAi

That is  o m  hour, no -not quite an hour ago. 50 

minutee ago, and they w ill be over the target a t 

0510Z.

lOmt tise?  How lauoh Is  that from now?

That is  one hour and 50 minutes fro« now.

Well, now, i t  couldn’t  have taken off 40 minutes 

ago or 3 0  minutes ago| and be one hour and 50 minutes 

fron now.

They have taJnn off in  two waves so tha t they a l l  

get there a t the saiae tin e . And the alow ones took 

off a t (^43 and the fa s t ones w ill take off la te r . 

They w ill a l l  4oin over the ta rg e t. So they are 

laaking a coordinated attack , you see.

Right. So they took off about hew long ago now?

TlMiy took off 40 minutes ago*

40 minutes ago.

40 minutes ago* Yes Sir*

And they w ill be over the target «^n?

They w ill be over the ta rge t in  one hour and 10 

minutes. Ho, No, one hour and 50 iftinutesj 

( k m  hour and 50 minutes.

Right,

Right 0.
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A |^cordlng, the |pIWC?|l|[[gO to the HMSC fa c lflc  Peak a t U tg3 PM.

4 August 1 9 6 4 , 

CDR HSNSmit 

MAJ JOMSSt 

CDB.UKNSONt 

KAJ J(»OSSt 

CDR HENSONI 

NAJ JONESt 

CDR IQEMSONt 

NAJ JONESI 

CDR HBNS(»lt 

NAJ JONESI

CDR HENSONI

NAJ JONESI
f

CDR HENSONI 

NAJ JQMES}

CDR HENSONt

N illta ry  C(xnaand Center, Cdr, Henson*

Cdr. Henson, th is  is  Maj, Joines CINCPAC Duty,

Yes, najor.

On the TICO f i r s t  TOT 05102,

03102. Not* what do ife base th is  on, llajort 

Off a t 02432,

Off a t 0S432. Wiat was the tisM again?

02432

02432

Roger, Now th is  dope has already been given to 

Nr. NoNaraara.

Zt Jms. Well how are we going to  get th is  s tu ff  in  

here? Zs i t  a l l  going to  cose in  here like  th is?

Veil Z oouldn't say. Z am Just giving i t  to  you 

because Z d id n 't think you had it«

Veil, you are righ t Z didn’t  have i t .

So, Z Just wanted to  t e l l  you that i t  m s given 

Just now to Nr. NeNamara, and Z thought amybe i t  

might have had s<»iething to do with your no tification , 

Zt sure would. Thank you vex^ onjioh. Major. Zs 

tha t a l l  you have on i t?
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MAJ JONES} That i s  a l l  Z*ve got.

CIA HBNSQNt Where did you get th is?

NAJ JCAOUS; This aaam  from CINCPAC9I/T.

CDR HENS(»It OK. Thank you very muoh.

NAJ JCWBSi Roger.

A reoordlng, the NMOO ftiolfio Peak to the AHIg Wr Room, NFP. AFCP̂  WC 

C*«»»»*nd Center^ State Operational Itfalte Houee S it R o o ib ,  and CIA, a t 

lli2 7  PW, gPT. 4 Auguat 1964.

CDR HENSONt 7hla la  Cdr* Henaon K llltary  Coouaand Center oalllng«

I  am making a Pierce Arrow no tifica tion . Xirepeat 

a Pierce Arrow no tifica tion . The f l r a t  a irc ra f t  

were launched from the TICONXSROOA a t 0243Z I 
eatliaated time on target 0310Z. Any questlona, over, 

No queatlona White Houae.

Army copied.

Air Force copied.

Navy copied.

Narlnea copied.

State copied.
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||j||H >ordlng, tne Deputy Dlreotor for QpOTmtlona  ̂ WlsaMin̂  to

Austin a t XII37 FM. IPT. 4 August 1964.

ADM MUSTIMt 

DDOt

Adffllral Mastin,

Yes S ir. About two oilnutes Ago w e got the word 

that th«y swre o ff.

Good,

I t  may be tM t the one that was o«»ting down from up 

North w ill put her forces down South also .

Tes. Oh goodr^sa, are tl^y  going to send her up to 

the most northern targets?
►

Yes a ir .

Z t*ll gi^e them a long f l ig h t.

I t  sure did.

Vell« we didn*t give them much notioe to  get 

th is  thing going.

That is  r ig h t,

QK, B il l ,  Well le t  me know i f  you get any news.

0 K  S ir.

Thanks.

A recording^ the Deputy Director for Qpratiotvia 

General Reaves a t  H i 38 PM. M I f t ,  4 August X 9 6 ^ »

CBSh BSAVEai Hello.

DDOt Selsey? Wisoan* They are airborne.

ADM MUSTIN} 

WOt

ADM MUSTINi 

DDOt

ADM NUSTINi 

DDOt

ADM MOSTIKi 

DDOt

ADM MUSTINt 

DDOt

ADM ffiJSTIMi
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QBN REAVESI 

l»}Ot

GSN REAVSSi 

DDOt

Qood*

OK KeXstty.

Right 0,

OK thanks a  l o t .

A r9 Q or^X n& M  Adiairal S t m r p  to  Ocnaral Wh»«3.er a t Xlt5X fiti A
4 August 1964  ̂

OBN WHSSISRt 

A]>N SHARP$ 

aSN WHSELBHt 

ADM SHARFi

GSN WHBSXJERt 

ADM SHARFt

(ON WlflEEIERt 

ADM SHARPt 

OSN VHEEl£Rl 

ADM SHARPt

(SN WiSaXSRt 

ADM SHARPi

Oenaral VheeXar.

Busbs, th is  i s  QljLla,

Yes, O llle,

I  talked to  SBCDEF about ooning off of tha t most 

Northarn ona«

Right.

Becausa of the bad weather and the long diatanoe^ 

and the fac t that we are squeeised fo r planes.

Right.

So« we are going to sh if t then down a o  the next or». 

I  got you.

Vhat we tmnt to  do here i s  to  send th is  group back 

to the c a rr ie rs , And, launch another one a t tha t 

{Ntrticular place that we want to  be sure is  knocked 

down.

Right.

And, i t  i s  p re tty  hard to  t e l l  frora you o»ssage 

whettwr tha t a«ans we have to  ask for auth<»*ity 

fo r a secondi or wlwther th is  is  called the second.
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ADM SHARPI 

OSN WHXSX£H:

ASM SHARPt 

6SN WHSSI£Hf 

AI»f 9HARPI 

OSM WHEXUUti 

AIHf SHARPt 

OSN WHKEISRt 

ADM SHARPi

aSN WHBSIJEHi

QEN WHISLSRt 

ADM SHARPt

< m  VHESISR}

ADM SHARPt 

QEN WHESUERt

M M  SHARPi

Ho* l 8  righ t O l l l e .  I f  you are goitiig to

reoyole then you are going to ask fo r  i t .

Then I  am  a sk in g  fo r  i t  r ig h t  now.

You say you are going to send i t  back to the *• 

ca rrie r  and go back and h i t  which one?

Vinh,

O K , 1  w ill ta lk  to  the SSCXSiF about i t  r ig h t away.

In tl% quantity that i s  needed.

In the quantity needed.

R ig a t .

OK.

And̂  I  would like to  get tha t authority^ you see,

BO that I  can get on with the planning. Our plannings 

are p re tty  well advanced, and because of the long 

distanoes, you see, i t s  p retty  necessary to do i t ,

OK.

These are a l l  majciiauua distance s trik es  for these 

people.

I ' l l  go up and ta lk  to him rig h t away O llie and ca ll 

you back.

Q&, fine ^ 122.

I  think i t  w ill probably be a l l  r ig h t. But, I ' l l  

Just have to give you a ring on i t .

Well, I  hope so be.&us* otherwise there i s  smnf> 
danger of not doing the Job properly.
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QSN WHBEISRi 

ASM  SHARPt 

C&BN WHEBLfiRi 

AXm SHARPi 

QSN VHSSlSHt 

A rgcordlngj frota

OK.

Right 0, thanks, O llle,

Right.

Bye,

Oeneral iiheeXer to ^iairaX Sharp a t aldnigfat^

I  g o t your p o in t ,

4 Avigust 1964, 

ADM SHARPi 

< m  VHBSIXRt 

ADM SHARPL 

OXN WHSlLSRt

ADM SHARPt 

QXH WHSSUmt 

ADM SHARPt

oEN'vnxxumi

ADM SHARPi 

QSN VHKILERt

Sharp.

011i*«

Y«s S ir ,

Z praotioally  siissedi him beoauae he haa a pack of 

avid naira hounda on h is naok, So  ̂ Z though Z'd 

Juat maka aura that Z got a l l  of th ia  righ t down 

to  tha g na t's  ayabroit. Z 'l l  ca ll you baek

in a vary few minutaa^ and giva you an anawar. I f  

Z \mdarstand it*  You ara having waathar problama 

to tha liorth. 

fh a t’a right*

mrnoie.^ iioif tha aaoond paokaga*

How, hara, la t  t a l l  you a l i t t l e  

All r ig h t, good.

Mot only vaathar problaiaa butt A, Zt*s a vary 

long diatanoa, ««*

Yes.
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AZ>M SHARPt

OKN WHSSLBRt 

ADN SHARFi 

QSN HHEBlXRi 

ADK SHARPS

OKN WIflEKUUtt
»

Aim SHARFt

QSN WHIBUKRt 

ADH SHAHPt 

(SN WHSBUmt 

ADN SHAJtPi 

( m  VHKBLKRi 

A SH  SHARPt

QBN VHEBlXRt 

ASH SHARPt

ftm t they ’ve se t up thei?®. Apparently the fellow 

that^ the ship that« had to  conie down frc»B North 
you knoŵ

Sight,

I t  was Juat joining up.

Cheek.

See, they both ran a i r  ope a l l  la s t  night so that}

A* T h m y  are kinda pooped out,

Cheak

B. n̂ie or^ that was oc»ting down froa the North 

d id n 't make as muoh headway as she would have 

because she appaxently had to  turn in  tiM other 

diz*ection for a la i^ n g  and launching.

Z got you.

So that she la  behind her hoped for position.

I  got you.

So th a t’s the reason she had to  launoh la te ,

X got you.

Then, the other one is  also Quite a long run from 

where she i s  to  these various ta rg e ts ; and she being 

a small c a rrie r  doesn 't have as mny airplanes either* 

Right,

So tha t i t ' s  a lo t  of ta rge ts  for a one shot job.

You see what X aiean.
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OEN WHlEISRt 

ADM SHARPt 

OSN WKBEUBRt 

ADM SHARPt

OSN VHSELBRt 

ADM SHARPt

OSN VHSKUBRs 

ADM SHARPt

QKN WHEBLKRt 

ADM SHARP1 

GSM WHEELERt 

ADM SHARP)

ADM SHARPt 
(CONT)

OSN' WHSE1£R» 

ADM SHARPt

So they got these fellows kind& th in .

I  got you*

Now, I ’a  not happy with the number of airplanes they 

are getting  out.

I  got you,

Beoause they are having to use refuelers undot^tedly 

and th is  takes amny from the striJto a irc i:«ft,

I  got you.

I t *8 therefore i^ o r ta n t ,  as fa r as I*m ooncerned, 

to  le t  these people reoyole^ which they can do 

easily , and go back in*

This w ill be fî om both.

I  think i t  w ill only be the TIOO.

I  got you.

But, I 'd  lik» to  have the f le x ib il i ty  of doing i t  

with both of them.

If  I  have tlm t we can t e l l  them. You see, the 

problem is  i t  takes so d<mn long to  get word 

out to them.

X got you.

That I*m afra id  w e 'll run through the day, i f  we 

are not carefu l.

I  g o t you.
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QEN WHE£1£R: 

ADM SHARJPt

QBN WHEELKRt 

ADH SHARPt 

QEN WHEIIEBi

ADM SHARPt 

GEN WHKSUUli

ADM SHARP1 

OEM WHESIJERt 

ADM SHARP} 

(SEN WHSKl£Rt

ADM SHARPt

GSN WHEELERt 

ADM SHARPJl

I f  I  have pem iasion to  use both of thesij then we 

can t e l l  the Task Qroup Command out thez>e that 

both of them oan go a f te r  th is  place on the second 

s tr ik e . I f  th a t 's  neoessary, I 'a  sure I t  won't be« 

I  mean I  think i t  won't be.

Yes.

But« I 'd  like  to  have that assurance.

In other words you're a fra id  you're Just going to 

be th in  on the ones that you oan get a t .

That's r ig h t, th in  on the f i r s t  s tr ik e .

And they do have sooiething to launch against i t  on 

the f i r s t  strike?

Oh yes, d e fin ite ly .

But you ju s t want to  make sui^?

But I  want to make sure, th a t 's  r ig h t.

OK but you are going to  have to lose out on those 

Northern ones?

Just one. Just the most Northern one. Now for two 

reasons. I t ' s  p retty  close to  the other country,

I  got you.

The weather's bad and they would have d iff icu lty  

locating the target and might stray . We also know 

that we got some people ccuaing down fran tha t other 

country.

I  g o t you.
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GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP: 

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER: 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP; 

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP: 

GEN WHEELER; 

ADM SHARP:

I  s e e .  I  u n d erstan d .

You know?

Y es, I  s e e .

And w e'v e  g o t  some o p p o s it io n  t o  b o th er  about, 

R ig h t .

So I 'd  l i k e  to  c o n c e n tr a te  on I t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  

- 1 g o t  th e  p ic tu r e  now.

Good.

OK, O l l i e .

R igh t 0 .

I ' l l  c a l l  you a l i t t l e  l a t e r .

R igh t 0 .

B ye.

B ye.
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T«l«phor» oonv«x*8atlon betmttn Secretary MoNamara and Adbairal 
Sharp1

NoNMBarat 

Sharp I

O llla, th ia  is  Bob m n m m .  
la te s t  inforaatlon on the aotiont

What’s the

la te s t  dope we have. S i r ,  i s  a so rt of si;m)Qmtlon 
SZTRSP by era 72*1, and i t  indicates a l i t t l e  dot^t 
on Jiist exactly what vent on and we are trying to  
get a recap of i t  r lg ^ t now to — apparently the 
thing started  W  a so rt of as^ush attea^^t by the FTs.

ffoNaaarat

Sharp t

NeRaiBarai

ftiarp t

£ri i ^ t  respect? Sesozlbe th a t.

X can*t^ Sir* because I  haven't got i t .  
i t  said.

<M.

That's a l l

I t  said in i t i a l  aatbush attonpt was d e fin ite . And 
th a t they were bothered by freak radar echos and the 
sonar men giving these torpedo contacts* and, of 
coxirse, in  th a t so rt of thing, these young fellows 
are i^ t  to  say any noise i s  a torpedo, so th a t, 
undoubtedly, there were not as many torpedoa — you 
know, a t a r m  place there t i m y  had 21« There un> 
doubtedly weren't th a t may. im A  we had tiui iA m  
reports are a l i t t l e  confusing on tftiat happened. 
Neither ship saw a ship or a wake* The TIJRNIK JOY 
tracked two ccsitaots and f irsd  cm ^ a t  i s ,  tracked 
them fo r a considerable period, and fired  on, X 
think, something like  13 contaets* Tluiy — 
dlaljas three boats h i t  and <me sunk, fo r sure — The 
Turner Joy. Ttie Naddox, le t  m  see, she doesn 't 
claim ft boat •* c i i  yes, she does, too «• she claiios 
one or two, as X re c a ll i t ,  now. So th a t is  the 
g«ierftl p ie tu re . S ir .

HcNffiBarat Tbere i s n 't  any p o ss ib ility  th«re was no attack , i s  
there?

Sharp t Tes, X would say ^ la t ^ lere la  a s lig h t possib ility^  
and th a t la  what Z am try ing  to  find oat rig h t now, 
and about 20 minutes ago X to ld  Torn Hoore to  get in  
touch with these people and get a d efin ite  report on 
i t .

McNamara) CSL, How soon do you think I t  w ill cone In?

.̂DECLASolFlED
/V/—̂  f ___ _
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Sharp s yHtXX, i t  ooaat in  wit^bdii an hoixr, but X have a
s lig h t doubt now, X ffiust admits and m  are txylng to  
gat i t  nailad doim baoauas the faak droup CoQBiai»leF, 
th a t ia« of the deatro^rer^ aaya we need a daylight 
reoee of the idiole aituaticm  and the situation*a in  
d<»sbt« he aa^a. How I  don 't 2; am in  offioe 
rig h t now, ithioh ia  Juat about h a lf a bloale from the 
Ccxmand 0enter» fui you know*

MeNunarat Tea,

Smxp t And th a t partiQ ular piaee of paper ia  down in  the 
Cocaaand Center and I  don’t  have i t  r ig h t here. I  
gave the Bate Time Qroup to  Idoyd Noatin when I  
ta lk td  to  M m ,

NoNamarai we*ve got problena on tiatins here, of eourae, we
don*t want to  releaae newa of i ^ t  happened without 
aayii% «hat we axe goii% to  doi we don*t wamt to  uwi^ 
what we are going to do before we do i t .

iharp t Hii^t*

NaNaBarai We obviously don 't want to  do i t  u n til  we ax« dram 
aure what happened*

Sharp I fhat*a right*

HeRaiBarai Sow how do we reaoneile a l l  th ia r

Siaxp t V*H» X would reooanend thia> S ir . Z would reeoiaaand 
th a t we hold th ia  ea» o t^  m itil we have a defin ite  
indiaation t^ a t ! ^ a  hn^j^iMd*

Malfaraarai Veil, how do we get that?

Shazp t X think 1  e m  ** X think Z w ill have i t  in  a eouple 
of houxv.

liQlia»arai CK. Vell» t k m  exseeute ia  aeheduled fo r  7 Bf our 
t ia a  whloh ia  tha^ae houra t r m  now, rig h tf

t Tea, 8iip,

I All r i i ^ t ,  ao i f  you have i t  in  two houra> we a t i l l  
have an hour,

S to o p  •  Z t * a  7  Q * e l o e k  l o e a l  o u t  t h a v a .

ileilaBaz«s that*a rig h t, and th a t la  tdiree houra from r m t ,

S i a z p  I T e a ,  i l f > .

Sharp 

MoN
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MftManarat

Shaxp s 

NoNamara:

Sharp i 

MoNaaarai 

8h«xp t

I f  y«u gat your d a fia lta  infosnatlon in  tiio hourSjr 
wa oan s t i l l  proeaa<l irith  t l m  axaeuta and i t  sewui 
to  ma wa oiii^t to  go t i » 9 A  on tha t basiat ^ t  tha 
p ilo ts  brlafad , gat planes amad, &»% avazythijig 
linad up to  go.

7as> S ir,

Oontlmaa th a  axaotita  ortSar i n  affao t, b u t batwean 
nam and 6 O'eloek g a t  a  d a f i n i t a  f i z  and you a a ll  

d i r a e t l y .

X  a g s ^ , yas Sii>» X w ill do thftt. 

OKf vaiy good.

Kiglit# mp* l^a*
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5 c .

qUESTIONS AND POIMTS TO BE RESOLVED

1. Copy o f  the  NSA f ie ld  xmit message which a rriv ed  a t  Pentagon a t  

approxim ately 8:1^ a .m ., August 4 th .

2 . Copy o f message to  CINCPAC sen t a t  9*26 a .m ., August 4 th , requesting  

ccmbat a i r  p a tro l  over the  d e s tro y e rs . When was i t  s e n t, by whom, and when 

was i t  received?

3. Copy o f message d ire c tin g  th a t  mines be tram sported from Subic Bay 

to  Da Hang, Sent scmetijne dxaring th e  morning o f August Uth. Who sen t i t  

and when was i t  received  a t  CINCPAC?

h . Where i s  CCM8EVEKTHFI«ir located? Wtusit time i s  i t  on, as coopared to  

Washington EDT?

5. When d id  CINCPAC rece iv e  the  JCS s tr ik e  execute message (7720) 

sen t a t  p.m. EDT August 4 th  from NMCC?

6 . What i s  K34 142 — one o f  ours or <me o f  th e ir s ?

7 . What was th e  f i r s t  in d ic a tio n  received  a t  the  Pentagon th a t  the 

i n i tied, proposed time over ta rg e t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  s tr ik e  would be 8iOO a.m.
t

1 (saigon tim e) or ePsout one hour a f t e r  th e  7<00 a.m. (Saigon tim e) eiipected 

j launch?

I  8 , Why was the  COHBTEUATICN ordered tfy CUSTCPAC a t  7*30 a.m .(Saigon tim e)

not to  execute th e  JCS s tr ik e  execute message in  view o f  the  f a c t  th a t  the  

TICCNDiEROGA a t  7i2Z aim*, August ? th  (Saigon tim e) had received  a  CBiCPACFUT 

s tr ik e  execute message? _

9* Times o f  McNamara's c a l l s  to  Bundy re  z^v lsions o f th e  sta tem en t.

10. Who i s  G eneral M ilton?

11. D e ta ils  o f  McNamara’s c a l l s  to  the P resid en t a t  a .m ., 9t43 a . a . ,  
10:^3 a.m*, and U t0 6  a.m.

12. F i r s t  in d ic a tio n  o f  a  7»00 a.m* (Saigon tixMs) expected launch?
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‘ C  .’ A R T M E M T  O P  O E F E N S i .  ■
NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER

m e s s a g e  c e n t e r 'SS€ir%S¥

A C T I O N IM'A'î DTATK
IMI'EDIATE ’dto 02172^Z AUG -K ■

F R O M i

TOi

i,’ : ’

JCS DECLASSIFIED
a:uthority 11652 SEC. 5 ( ^  and (Dj

CINnPACBSr ^NARS, P t̂e ^

j M F a t GOMUSMACV
CINCPACPLT . ■' ■' 
COMSEVENTKPLT 
CNO
OTP SEVEN TWO 
CTG SEVEN TWO PT ONE 
COMNAVPHIL 
COMNAVPORJAPAN
CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT FIVE 
CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX

AMEMB SAIGON 
WHITE HOUSE 
STATE DEPT 
SECDEF 
DIRNSA 
CIA

JCS

THIS IS  A DESOTO PATROL MESSAGE (U)

REFERENCE: A. CINCPACFLT DTG 021104Z  (NOTAL)
B . ADMINO CINCPAC DTG 021255Z  (NOTAL)

r

1 . You a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e  DESOTO p a t r o l  

i n  t h e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in  a r e a  i n  c o n fo rm a n c e  w i th  r o u t e s  

a n d  t im e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  A , s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g ;

a .  C l o s e s t  a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  NVN m a in la n d  c o a s t 

l i n e  w i l l  be 11 m i l e s ,  r e p e a t  11 m i l e s .

b .  A i r  p a t r o l  CAP- w i l l  be p r o v id e d  d u r in g  d a y -

S P E C I A U  I N S T R U C T I O N S

REGULAR JRC

O.S.D.
:Distributtan

iDepSec |1/
-WihAstit
,)\asec-

(jgw rvw T

PA
On""

AV ■ r

D4 TB

02

n . i . A .  ! /  
!/'■ 
1/  Ty

 /

ArmV

AF

Action A

Ha;
M O N T H

J u l y
P  A O S  NO%

'ey-

1964
MO. OO 
P A e « a  2

T Y P C O  M AM E A N D  T I T L K ^ H O N C  _
57356

RALPH D. STEAKLEY 
C o lo n e l ,  USAP 
C h ie f ,  J o i n t  R e c o n n a is sa n c e C tj 'R
t

S I G N A T U R E

TVPEO (cr •«o«P«<l>NA»4ifĴ>fi;̂ 'p.T3%5AXL£Y
Colonel, USAF 
,Cb!slJciiiiL

S E C U a l T V  C L A S S I i r i C A T I O r l R e O l i A D . N G  IN ST  R U C T I O N S  

; DISK;- CJ0S-3 DJS-3 SJC S-l J3^6 J5 -1  SACSA-5 D IA -lii NMCC-3 
■ JRG-2 CSA-2 CSAP-2 CNO-2 CMC-IO OSD-15

(WHITE HOUSE)- 3  P IL E -1  (7 3 )  k l h  " ' f  V' '
JCS 7680 B E PR O O U C T IO N  P R O H lB lT E o ^ ^  ,

r:r!TES
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DEP'RTMEflT OF DEFENSE •
M5LJT.AH.Y C0:'4MAND CENTEK

l i g h t  h o u r s ,  h o w e v e r , CAP w i l l  be m a in ta in e d  t o  t h e  ~) 

s e a w a rd  o f  th e  tw o d e s t r o y e r s  so  a s  t o  p r e c lu d e  an y  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o v e r f l i g h t  o f  NVN.

c .  Be e x t r e m e ly  w a tc h f u l  f o r  a n y  p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n  

i n c l u d i n g  p o s s i b l e  s u b m a r in e  a c t i v i t y  e i t h e r  a g a i n s t  

t h e  DESOTO p a t r o l  o r  t h e  T ic o n d e ro g a  t a s k  f o r c e .

d .  A v o id  c l o s e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  IJVN c o a s t  d u r in g  

p e r i o d  when m a r i t im e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  OPLAN 34A

a r e  u n d e rw a y . ?

/ GP-4

J

li

C O N T R O L  N O .

j

T O R / T O O

2 2

M C S S A O S  I D E N T t F I C A T I O M I N I T I A L S

RDS

R K C*?JkD)H O I M O T R U C T I O N S

GP-4
S E C U R I T Y  C L A S S I r l C A 1 i ^ ^ j j .

JCS

•• :'x
r

R EP RODUCT^ON^ P Fp r o h i b i t e d

12lS5*vSu
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L  1 : 1  H  I  ■ J r  O t F E N S
NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND C E N T E R  _  

MESSAGE CENTER
PH tC KDENCE

'FLASH ■ '
INTO PLASH

T Y P E  MSG ( C h e c k ) a c c o 6 n t in g * GRIG. OR REFERS TO

BOOK MUtTt

X
SINGLE

SYMBOL

DA

CLASSIFICATION 
OF REFERENCE

F R O M : FROM: JCS

TO: TO:

INFO:

CINCPAC

AMEMB SAIGON 
COMUSMACV 
CINCPACFLT 
COMSEVENTHFLT 
GNO
CTF SEVEN TWO
CTF SEVEN TWO PT ONE
COMNAV PHIL
COMNAV FOR JAPAN
CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT FIVE
CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX

WHITE HOUSE 
STATE EEPT 
SECDEF 
DIRNSA 
CIA

sm m r  j c s 7 6 8 t CJCS SENDS

T h is  i s  a  D e s o to  P a t r o l  M essag e  (U)

REFERENCE: JCS 7 6 8 O DTG 0217252^ Aug 64

I n  e v e n t  US v e s s e l s  a r e  a t t a c k e d  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

w a te r s  (1 1  m i l e s  o f f s h o r e  o r  m o re ) ,  you w i l l  s e e k  t o  

d e s t r o y  th e  a t t a c k i n g  f o r c e s ,  h o w e v e r , p u r - s u i t  i n t o

h o s t i l e  w a te r s  o r  a i r  s p a c e  i s  n o t  r e p e a t  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d .
r '  ] DECLASSIFIED

authority E.Q. 11652 SEC. 6 (i^ an d  (D)
Bate ,.y  ^

SPECIAL INSTRUCrlOHS

REGULAR JRC 
DISTRIBUTION

ZFP-3

O L S ® .
OfeEitiilbuitiiini

S e d t W f
D e p S e c  | /
«B I A s s t
A d S e c y
C a b 'te G
S p e r A "
I .S .A .

P A
C o r ' '

iz
1

M F ' ' ” ! _
ROC
APr
I A <
Atn

Dism*. c j c s - 3  D JS - 3  s j c s - 3  J 3 - 6  j ^ - i  s a c s a - 5  d i a - 5
CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 GMC-IO O SD -l^ (WHITE HOUSE)- 3  F I L E - l ( 6 6 ) f

7681 R E P R O D I ^ T I O N  P r o h i b i t e d
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I
I0«A3

W\S

\» H  ^ e g c g v P T j

4

3 V

1 2 3 4 j>M

1:00

(liw

042i(oi 1234 oav\Ta«^ X x^u \^lcM j  AI Wo \ I a /\a^ I \

o n u  i X ^ t ^ A A o  A4- F 8  ^  1 } ^

OTlfii Z 'Z ^ o tM ^  \ Aj Cjh  (a P h  <Î ujC/v̂  \^> td L

Cn̂ S?: CevvuLc hu*^u^ 4  Al-9 U<n< Hh  ̂ 4i‘ll'^^0(*r

01201 lOAif. 2 .F4 4 ^

^  A 4- 2_F4

las

3 * 2 S v

o ir o ^
-

S'.Ui»^(^iiAv.^ IxUu. S itREP
^ A - I o m -  
SiM < u ^

OfcS'l?^' 1'.S^<u^»y^ /  P k o u ^ j^  SlTXSf’
o e i t j -  4 ' 321«.

(>̂ 00% 5 ;m C(U-«- ‘scrHEf’

Si-fo <Uk 04J8'i 4'.bBtv^l<W  % m i £ f ‘ 

o i s b i  5;s6m vw

4'o3***v

4-!

W 3 ti 7-3fc*iH i i u < ^  4 F «  8 6 4 ^  O iuk

IIST4 7!-^7 *v<̂  T '* ^  lc4**ce(i. A4 W<vv. 'Vwo<-'
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l ^ g  ^ ;6J<^44Tx<lo b i4 M < ^  "> TvlC
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 ̂ 242045 EOT
, y m , „ „ Q y .  T Q f C T  a n

I .  Seai*eh master tape and add a l l  en tries p rio r to  1004 j^begjUmlne; 
of orig inal sa a ll tap e ). F ir s t  entry found to  be 0919 E33T.

U* Search aatster tape and add a l l  en tries acKlE froa end of orig inal 
small tape (O lll EDT 3  Aug*) to  time la s t  US a irc ra f t  was 
o ff ta rg e t.

I I I .  Study the new log sheet from 0 4 2 1 3 9 Z  ( 1 7 3 9  S O T ) #  ■■ajUMBll 
to  0 5 0 5 1 IZ (0 1 1 1  SOT) Which was remade from a search 

of the master tape fo r th is  time period and add to  the finished 
tape any conversations thereon which were not Indicated In red 
by Mr. Iievlnsan and therefore not placed on the orlglxial n m ll 
tape ,

17. Search master tape fo r the period from 1405Z (1004 SOT 4 Aug.) 
to  042139Z (1 7 3 9  EOT 4 Aug.) { t r a m  which no ftew log sheet 
was made becaiiae I t  did not Include the period requested 
orig inally) ai»3 add to  finished tape any pertinent ccmver* 
satlons not on orig inal small tape.

GHROMOLOOieAL SUWMAHYt 

SOT ACTIOM

0 9 1 9  to  1004 Search ami add to  finished tape as Step 1.
(4 Aug.)

1004 to  1739  Search and add as a d d l t lc ^ l  Items (Master tape
not previously searched, no new log made) as 
S tep 4*

0111
1739  to  j jji# S tudy aew log sheet made from search of master 
(4 to  5 Aug.) a nd add any lt«BS not already made on original

small tape as Step 3*

0111 to la s t  a /c  
o ff ta rge t(5  Aug.)

Search and add to  finished tape as Step 2.

NOTE: The finished product Is  to  be delivered (with recorder) 
to  Nr. Levinson p rio r to  no<Mi 23 Aug. The above p r io r ity  
was established to  peznlt e a r lie s t availa b il i ty  of te^e 
with the added goal of getting  EVERYTRIlia recorded^ t i a k  
permltlng. Nr. Z.evlnson>>>56lll. Oo through Mr. Callfand’s 
o ffice to  get there . Room 38-941. /

trA ,  ̂ A / » _  y /

B
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Resume o f  P e r s o n n e l  P r e s e n t  D u r in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e fe n se  P o r t i o n s  
o f  S p e c i a l  JCS/SEC DEP/SEC STATE M e e tin g  on  T u e sd a y , 4 A u g u st 1964 
a t  1125 i n  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e fe n se  C o n fe re n c e  Room

IN OUT IN OUT OUT

1 . Mr. McNamara (S ec  D e f) 1120 1204

2. M r. V ance (Dep Sec Def) 1120 1204 1220 1225

3 . GEN LeMay, USAP (CSAP) 1120 1349

4 . ADM M cD onald , USN (CNO) 1120 1349

5 . GEN G re e n e , USMC (CMC) 1120 1349

6 . GEN J o h n s o n ,  USA (CSA) 1120 1349

7 . LGEN G o o d p a s te r ,  USA (OCJCS) 1120 1349

8 . LGEN B u r c h l n a l ,  USAP (D /JS ) 1120 i n  & o u t  
f r e q u e n t l y 1349

9 . COL B o tto m ly ,  USAP ( A s s t  Secy
JC S) 1120 1349

10 . RADM M u s t in ,  USN ( J - 3 ) 1120 1349

11 . BGEN R e a v e s , USA ( J - 3 ) 1120 1349

12 . M r. Rusk ( S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ) 1138 1204

13 . M r. G reen  (D ep A s s t  Sec S t a t e ,  
P a r  E a s t  A f f a i r s )

1138 ' 1204

14 . M r. M cGeorge Bundy (S p ec  A s s t  
t o  P r e s i d e n t ,  NSA) 1140 ‘ 1204
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Resume o f P e rso n n e l P re s e n t D uring S e c re ta ry  o f D efense P o r t io n s  
o f th e  S p e c ia l  JCS-SecDef M eeting on 4 August 1964 a t  I5OO 
In  C onference Room 2E -924 .

IN OUT IN OUT IN OUT

1 . Mr. McNamara (SecD ef) 1506 1515 1642 1647 1712 1751

2 . Mr. Vance (DepSecDef) 1506 1515 1642 1751

3 . G eneral W heeler, USA (CJCS) 1642 1751

4 . G eneral LeMay, USAP (CSAP) 1457 1751

5 . A dm iral McDonald, USN (CNO) 1458 1608 1610 1751

6 . G eneral Johnson , USA (CSA) 1458 1751

7 . G eneral G reene, USMC (CMC) 1502 1751

8 . LGEN B u rc h ln a l ,  USAP (D /JS) 1500 1751

9. VADM Jack so n , USN (OpDep-Navy) 1458 1608

1 0 . MGEN C a rp e n te r , USAP (OpDep-AP) 1458 1608

1 1 . LGEN P alm er, USA (OpDep-Army) 1458 1751

1 2 . MGEN B use, USMC (OpDep-MC) 1502 1751

13. MGEN M anhart, USA (VD/JS) 1454 1556 1625 1654 1700 1712

1 4 . LGEN G oo d p aste r, USA (OCJCS) 1501 1751

15. COL P o rb e s , USA (Secy , JCS) 1456 1710 1715 1751

1 6 . COL B ottom ly , USAP (A sstS ecy JC S )l457 1751

17. Mr. P l lc k ln g e r  ( j tS e c t ) 1455 1751

18. RADM M ustln , USN ( j - 3 ) 1632
1745

1650 1705 1710 1718 1738
1751

19. LGEN C a r r o l l ,  USAP (DIA) 1745 1751
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Resume o f  P e rs o n n e l  P r e s e n t  D u rin g  S e c r e ta r y  o f  D efense  P o r t io n s  
o f  th e  S p e c ia l  JC S-SecD ef M eeting  on 4 A ugust 1964 a t  I5 0 0  
In  C o n fe re n ce  Room 2E -924 .

IN OUT IN OUT OUT

1 . Mr. McNamara (S ecD ef) 1506 1515 1642 1647 1712 1751

2 . Mr, Vance (D epSecD ef) 1506 1515 1642 1751

3 . G e n e ra l W h ee le r , USA (CJCS) 1642 1751

4 . G e n e ra l LeMay, USAP (CSAP) 1457 1751

5 . A dm iral M cDonald, USN (CNO) 1458 1608 1610 1751

6 . G e n era l Jo h n s o n , USA (CSA) 1458 1751

7 . G e n e ra l G re en e , USMC (CMC) 1502 1751

8 . LGEN B u r c h ln a l ,  USAF (D /JS ) 1500 1751

9 . VADM J a c k s o n , USN (OpDep-Navy) 1458 1608

10 . MGEN C aiT >enter, USAP (OpDep-AP) 1458 1608

11 . LGlN P a lm e r, USA (OpDep-Artny) 1458 1751

12 . m £N  B u se , USMC (OpDep-MC) 1502 1751

13 . MGEN M a n h a rt, USA (VD /JS) 1454 1556 1625 1654 1700 1712

14 , LGEN G o o d p a s te r , USA (OCJCS) 1501 1751

1 5 . COL F o rb e s ,  USA (S e c y , JCS) 1456 1710 1715 1751

16 . COL B o tto m ly , USAP (A s s tS e c y J C S )l457 1751

1 7 . Mr. P l l c k l n g e r  ( J t S e c t ) 1455 1751

1 8 , RADM M u s tln , USN ( J - 3 ) 1632
1745

1650 1705 1710 1718 1738
1751

1 9 . LGEN C a r r o l l ,  USAP (DIA) 1745 1751
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I’
H e ss  AGE (

%

T H E  JO IK T  CHIEFS OF S T A F F " U N C L A SSIFIE D
ii 'otNce (*criONj

FLASH

rMLCCOKMCK

FUSH

: ?il727Z 

i.- CTG ^ 2 ^

■ • RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT ^

INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
r-LECW/CNO •
'CHlJiG/CINCPAC' ■ • - •
-^:ATZL/5VKG/C0KSEVENTHFLT 
KJATZT/T5GL/CTF 72 
SUMFZK/J8RM/CTG 77 .5  '
PUMFZN/H3WX/CTG 7 7 .6

^NCLAS . . . . ■

-iVTEW OF ACTION HAKES MANT REPORTED CONTACTS AND ’
TORPEDOES FIRED APPEAR DOUBTFDLL. FREAK WEATHER EFFECTS 
CV RADAR AND OVEREAGER’ SONARMEN MAT HAVE ACCOUNTED 
FOR KANT REPORTS. NO ACTUAL VISUAL SIGHTINCS BT MADDOX 
SUGGEST COMPLETE EVALUATION BEFORE ANT FURTHER ACTION TAKEN

I'. 27f /r  ‘̂ AU6 .
p/? oA-J P e $ .  P / U.  { o ti h f l r p c < )  

T o  a ^ f C p A C f ^ C J

i

3NTO....CJCS-2 DJS-3 SJCS-1 J5-1 SACSA-5 DIA-1 KMCC-2 JRS-2 CSA-2
CSAF-2 (CMC>-2 OSD-15 (ilHITi: H0USE)-3 (STATE) <CIA){,NSA) 
FILE-1 <^6) SO;

I ■

r

ADV CIS TO CJCS WS DIA HMCC JRC CSA CSAF OSD.

■i. ■

DUTY orricKit or ÂOC« IDtNTlF»CAT10̂»<

WU/HRO ;,V
■ ■ t  "■ '-■ ’

7 ' ■- 
I  1 • '■'. . 1

:iTC MO»
/  • .■f O *  VL .<  •  . ■

O T O  . . ' ' - i v '  . ■:2̂nn2nz
^ - J C S i  o « c  m 5 8 . r  K t-P K U U U tT  POPf f W H I B r T E ^  i j f j p ]

»

>t
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1  ^

A T T E N D A N C E  LIST F O R  T H E  538th  NSC M E E T IN G  
AUGUST 4 , 1^64, A T 6:15 IN T H E  CABINET ROOM 
O F  T H E  W HITE HOUSE

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  P r e s id in g  

S p e a k e r  of th e  H ouse  of R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  

CIA
Jo h n  A . M cC o n e , D i r e c to r
R ay  C lin e ,  D eputy  D i r e c to r  of In te l l ig e n c e

D E F E N S E
, R o b e r t  S. M c N a m a ra ,  S e c r e t a r y  

C y ru s  V a n ce ,  D epu ty  S e c r e t a r y  
Jo h n  M cN a u g h to n ,  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  (ISA)

JCS
G e n e r a l  E a r l e  G . W h e e le r ,  USA, C h a i rm a n

S T A T E
D ean  R u sk ,  S e c r e t a r y
G e o rg e  W. B a l l ,  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y
W ill iam  Bundy, A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F a r  E a s t e r n  A f f a i r s

TREASURY
C. D ouglas  D illon , S e c r e t a r y  ,

USIA
C a r l  T .  R ow an , D i r e c to r

W HITE HOUSE
G e o rg e  R ee d y  
M c G e o rg e  Bundy 
W a l te r  J e n k in s  
B i l l  M o y e r s  
J a c k  V a le n t i  
B r o m le y  S m ith  
D o u g las  C a te r
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A T T E N D A N C E  LIST F O R  T H E  537th  NSC M E E T IN G  
AUGUST 4 , 1964, A T 12:30 IN T H E  C A BIN ET ROOM 
O F T H E  W HITE HOUSE

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  P r e s i d i n g

A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L
R o b e r t  F .  K ennedy

CIA
Jo h n  A . M cC o n e , D i r e c to r

D E F E N S E
R o b e r t  S . M c N a m a ra ,  S e c r e t a r y  
C y ru s  V a n ce ,  D epu ty  S e c r e t a r y

O E P
E d w a r d  A . M c D e rm o t t ,  D i r e c to r

S T A T E
D ean  R u sk ,  S e c r e t a r y
G e o rg e  W. B a l l ,  U n d e r s e c r e t a r y  ’
P h i l l ip s  T a lb o t ,  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  fo r  N e a r  E a s t e r n  \  

a n d  S ou th A s ia n A f f a i r s

TREASURY
C. D ouglas  D illon , S e c r e t a r y

USIA
C a r l  T .  R ow an , D i r e c to r

W HITE HOUSE
G e o rg e  R ee d y  
M c G e o rg e  Bundy 
J a c k  V a len t i  
G e n e r a l  C lif ton  
B r o m le y  S m i th  
R o b e r t  W. K o m e r
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■ ' JOINT MESSAGEFORM
 T"

S E C U R I T Y  C U A S S i r i C > U ; i a ^

1 ^rPDFTOtbrtLl

T Y P E  MSO

S O O K M U C T I t l N « L K

X
P R E C E O C N C E

IMMEDIATE
IN F O

K B SBR VE D  POK OOMM fATtC . J B N T E S
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p e r m l t a ^ - c o n d u c t ^ a t t a c k  o f  f o l l o w i n g  t a r g e t s  w i th

o b j e c t i v e  o f  maximum a s s u r a n c e  o f  h ig h  le v e l ,  o f  t a r g e t

d e s t r u c t i o n :  a

a .  SWATOWs a n d  PT b o a t s  l o c a t e d  a t  b a s e s  P o r t  

W a l lu t ,  Hon G ay , P huc  L o l a n d  Quang Khe an d  a t  Loc 

Chao e s t u a r y  (1 9 -4 6 Nj 1 0 5 -5 7 E ) .  T a r g e t s  a r e  b o a t s .

b .  POL a t  V ln h .

c .  Armed r e c c e  a g a i n s t  SWATOVJs a n d  PT b o a t s
a t t a c k  o f  SWATOWs a n d  PT b 

b e y o n d  3 m i l e  l i m i t .  F o r  p u r p o s e  o f  a rm ed  r e c c e ^ t / o f f -

s h o r e  i s l a n d s  a r e  c o n s id e r e d
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•  v  a b b r e v i a t e d  Jc<HT MESSAGEFCRM 
and /o r  CONTINUATION SHEET
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S R I T Y  C l A S S I F I C A T I O N

4 6 F S E 6 B
i P R E C E D E N C E R E L E A S E D  B Y D R A F T E D  BY P H O N E

5 A C T I O N  B B 5 E D I A T E Capt, j r .  D ,  M iller
i I N F O J-3 5 5 0 1 1 ,

3. Armed recce a irc ra f t  are to  avoid Hainan Island
•Si/>

and not to  oome within 50 miles of CHICOM border,

4. Continue DESOTO) P atro ls,

5. Defer 34 ALPA operations fo r 24 hours.

6. Advise d e ta ils  of operations plan when available, 

including number of so rtie s  each ta rg e t complex, weapon 

loading, ta c t ic s ,  e tc . Plash report on mission success 

desired plus photo coverage A i'A  , &P-3,

1 , D J  c A 'J^  - '' ' U 7  /
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