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Statement by the President Upon Instructing the Navy T o  Take 

Retaliatory Action in the Gulf of Tonkin. August 3, 1964

I H A V E  instructed the Navy

( i )  to continue the patrols in the Gulf of 

Tonkin off the coast of North Viet-Nam,

 ̂(2) to double the force by adding an ad­

ditional destroyer to the one already on 
patrol,

(3 ) 'to  provide a combat air patrol over 

the destroyers, and

(4) to issue orders to the commanders of 

the combat aircraft and the two destroyers 

(a) to attack any force which attacks them in 

international waters, and (b) to attack with

the objective not only of driving off the force 

but of destroying it.

n o t e :  The statement was issued folio w i n g  an at­
tack on the U.S.'destroyer Maddox by Communist 
PT  boats as it patrolled the Gulf of Tonkin.



V P,.emarks at Syracuse University on the Communist 

Challenge in Southeast Asia. August 5, 1964

Dr. Kewhotise, Chancellor Tolley, Gover­

nor and Mrs. Rocl^ejeller, Members of the 

Congress, distinguished guests, members oj 

the faculty, ladies and gentlemen:

I know that you share with me the grea 

admiration and pride that the generosity, o. 

Dr. Newhouse has made possible for this 

area of our Nation and for this great insti­

tution. W e all are in his debt, and in the 

years and generations and centuries to come, 

we will see the products of this great adven­

ture.

On this occasion, it is fitting, I think, that 

we are meeting here to dedicate this new 

center to better understanding among all 

men. For that is my purpose in speaking 

to you.

Last night I spoke to the people of the 

Nation.

This morning, I speak to the people of all 

nations— so that they may understand with­

out mistake our purpose in the action that we 

have been required to take.

On August 2 the United States destroyer 

Maddox was attacked on the high seas in 

the Gulf of Tonkin by hostile vessels of the 

Government of North Viet-Nam.

On August 4 that attack was repeated in 

those same waters against two United States 

destroyers.

The attacks were deliberate.

The attacks were unprovoked.

The attacks have been answered.

Throughout last night and within the last 

T2 hours, air units of the United States 

Seventh Fleet have sought out the hostile 

vessels and certain of their supporting fa­

cilities. Appropriate armed action has been 

taken against them. The United States is 

now asking that this be brought immediately 

and urgendy before the Security Council of 

the United Nations.

W e welcome— and we invite— the scrutiny 

of all men who seek peace, for peace is the 

only purpose of the course that America 

pursues.

The G ulf of Tonkin may be distant, but 

none can be detached about what has hap­

pened there.

Aggression— deliberate, willful, and sys­

tematic aggreislon— has unraasked its face 

to the entire world. The world remem­

berŝ — the w'crld must never forget— fiiat 

aggression unchallenged is aggression un­

leashed.

W e of the United States have not for­

gotten.
That is why we have answered this ag­

gression with action.
America’s course is not precipitate.

America’s course is not without long 

provocation.

For 10 years three American Presidents—  

President Eisenhower, President Kennedy, 

and your present President— and the Ameri­

can people have been actively concerned with 

threats to the peace and security of the 

peoples of southeast Asia from the Com­

munist government of North Viet-Nam.

President Eisenhower sought— and Presi­

dent Kennedy sought— the same objectives 

that I still seek:

That the governments of southeast Asia 

honor the international agreements which 

apply in the area;

That those governments leave each other 

alone;

That they resolve their differences peace­

fully;

That they devote their talents to bettering 

the lives of their peoplci by working against 

poverty and disease and ignorance.

In 1954 we made our positipn clear toward 

Viet-Nam.

In June of that year we stated we “ would 

view any renewal of the aggression in viola­

tion of the 1954 agreements with grave con­

cern and as seriously threatening interna­

tional peace and security.”

In September of that year the United 

States signed the Manila pact on which our 

participation in SE A T O  is based. That pact 

recognized that aggression by means of 

armed attack on South Viet-Nam would en­

danger the peace and the safety of the na­

tions signing that solemn agreement.

In 1962 we made our position clear toward 

Laos. W e signed the Declaration of Neu­

trality of Laos. That accord provided for 

the withdrawal of all foreign forces and re­

spect for the neutrality and independence of 

that little country’.

The sgrcemenLs of 1954 and 1962 were

also signed by the government of North 

Viet-Nam.

In 1954 that government pledged that 

it would respect the territory under the mili­

tary control of the other party and engage 

in no hostile act against the other party.

In 1962 that government pledged that 

it would “ not introduce into the Kingdom 

of Laos foreign troops or military person­

nel.”

That government also pledged that it 

would “ not use the territory of the King­

dom of Laos for interference in the internal 

affairs of other countries.”

That government of North Viet-Nam is 

now willfully and systematically violating 

those agreements of both 1954 and 1962.

To the south it is engaged in aggression 

against the Republic of Viet-Nam.

To the west it is engaged in aggression 

against the Kingdom of Laos.

T o  the east it has now struck out on the 

high seas in an act of aggression against 

the United States of America.

There can be, there must be no doubt 

about the policy and no doubt about the 

purpose.

So there can be no doubt about the re­

sponsibilities of men and the responsibilities 

of nations that are devoted to peace.

Peace cannot be assured merely by assur­

ing the safety of the United States destroyer 

Maddox or the safety of other vessels of 

other flags.

Peace requires that the existing agree­

ments in the area be honored.

Peace requires that we and all our friends 

stand firm against the present aggressions 

of the government of North Viet-Nam.

The government of North Viet-Nam is 

today flouting the will of the world for peace. 

The world is challenged to make Its will 

against war known and to make it known



Radio and Television Report to the American People Following 

Renewed Aggression in the Gulf of Tonkin. August 4, 1964
[ Delivered from the Fish Room at the White House at 11 :̂ 6 p.m., e.d.t. ]

My fellow Americans:

A s President and Commander in Chief, it 

is my duty to the American people to report 

that renewed hostile actions against United 

States ships on the high seas in the Gulf of 

Tonkin have today required me to order 

the military forces of the United States to 

take action in reply.

The initial attack on the destroyer Mad­

dox, on August 2, was repeated today by a 

number of hostile vessels attacking two U.S. 

destroyers with torpedoes. The destroyers 

and supporting aircraft acted at once on the 

orders I gave after the initial act of aggres­

sion. W e believe at least two of the attack­

ing boats were sunk. There were no U.S. 

losses.

The performance of commanders and 

crews in this engagement is in the highest 

tradition of tlie United States Navy. But 

repeated actj of violence against the Armed 

Forces of the United States must be met 

not only with alert defense, but with posi­

tive reply. That reply is being given as I 

speak to you tonight. Air action is now in 

execution against gunboats and certain sup­

porting facilities in North Viet-Nam which 

have been used in these hostile operations.

In the larger sense this new act of aggres­

sion, aimed direcdy at our own forces, again 

brings home to all of us in the United 

States the importance of the struggle tor

peace and security in southeast Asia. A g­

gression by terror against the peaceful vil­

lagers of South Viet-Nam has now been 

joined by open aggression on the high seas 

against the United States of America.

The determination of all Americans to 

carry out our full commitment to the peo­

ple and to the government of South Viet- 

Nam will be redoubled by this outrage. Yet 

our response, for the present, will be limited 

and fitting. We Americans know, although 

others appear to forget, the risks of spread­

ing conflict. W e still seek no wider war.

I have instructed the Secretary of State to 

make this position totally clear to friends 

and to adversaries and, indeed, to all. I 

have instructed Ambassador Stevenson to 

raise this matter immediately and urgently 

before the Security Council of the United 

Nations. Finally, I have today met with 

the leaders of both parties in the Congress 

of the United States and I have informed 

them that I shall immediately request the 

Congress to pass a resolution making it 

clear that our Government is united in its 

determination to take all necessary measures 

in support of freedom and in defense of peace 

in southeast Asia.

I have been given encouraging assurance 

by these leaders of both parties that such a 

resolution will be prompdy introduced, 

freely and expeditiously debated, and passed

with overwhelming support. And just a few 

minutes ago I was able to reach Senator 

Goldwater and I am glad to say that he 

has expressed his support of the statement 

that I am making to you tonight.
It is a solemn responsibility to have to or­

der even limited military action by forces 

whose overall strength is as vast and as awe­

some as those of the United States of Amer- 
.my .cor <:idered conviction,

shared throughout your Government, that 

firmness In the right is indispensable today 

for peace; that firmness will always be 

measured. Its mission is peace.

n o t e :  The President began speaking at 11:36 p.m., 

eastern daylight time.
Fcr the President’s special message to Congress, 

see Item 500. For his remarks upon signing the 
joint resolution in support of freedom and in de­
fense of peace in southeast Asia see Item 507.



clearly and to make it felt and to make it 

felt decisively.

So, to our friends of the Adantic Alliance, 

let me say this, this morning; the challenge 

that we face in southeast Asia today is the 

same challenge that we have faced with cour­

age and that we have met with strength 

in Greece and Turkey, in Berlin and Korea, 

in  Lebanon and in Cuba. And to any who 

may be tempted to support or to widen the 

present aggression I say this: there is no 

threat to any peaceful power from the 

United States of America. But there can 

be no peace by aggression and no immunity 

from reply. That is what is meant by the 

actions that we took yesterday.

Finally, my fellow Americans, I would 

like to say to ally and adversary alike: let no 

friend needlessly fear— and no foe vainly 

hope— that this is a nation divided in this

election year. Our free elections— our fiJl 

and free debate— are America’s strength, not 

America’s weakness.

There are no parties and there is no parti­

sanship when our peace or the peace of the 

world is imperiled by aggressors in any part 

of the world.

W e are one nation united and indivisible.

And united and indivisible we shall 

remain.

n o t e :  The President spoke at the dedication of the 
new journalism building, the first unit of the New- 
house Communications Center to be constructed at 
Syracuse University. In his opening words he re­
ferred to Dr. Samuel I. Newhouse, owner -ind pub­
lisher of a chain of newspapers, Dr. William P. 
Tolley, chancellor of the University, and Governor 
and Mrs. Nelson A. Rockefeller of New York. 
The Communications Center is a gift from Dr. and 
Mrs. Newhouse.

Following his address, the President received an 
honorary degree of doctor of laws from the Univer­
sity.



Spccial Message to the Congress on U.S. Policy in 

Southeast Asia. August 5, 1964

T o the Congress of the United States:

Last aight I announced to the American 

people that the North Vietnamese regime 

had conducted further deliberate attacks 

against US naval vessels operating In inter­

national waters, and that I had therefore di­

rected air action against gun boats and sup­

porting facilities used In these hostile 

operations. This air action has now been 

carried out with substantial damage to the 

boats and facilities. Tw o US aircraft were 

lost in the action.

After consultation with the leaders of 

both parties In the Congress, I further an­

nounced a decision to ask the Congress for 

a Resolution expressing the ,unity and de­

termination of the United States In support­

ing freedom and In protecting peace In 

Southeast Asia.

These latest actions of the North Viet­

namese regime have given a new and grave 

turn to the already serious situation in South­

east Asia. Our commitments in that area 

are well known to the Congress. They were 

first made in 1954 by President Eisenhower. 

They were further defined in the Southeast 

Asia Collective Defense Treaty approved by 

the Senate in February 1955.

This Treaty with Its accompanying proto­

col obligates tlie United States and other 

members to act In accordance with their 

Constitutional processes to meet Communist 

aggression against any of the parties or 

protocol states.

Our policy in Southeast Asia has been con­

sistent and unchanged since 1554. I sum­

marized It on June 2 In four sLmple propo­

sitions:

1. America \eeps her word. Here as 

elsewhere, we must and shall honor our 

commitments.

2. The issue is the future of Southeast 

Asia as a tvhole. A  threat to any nation 

in that region is a threat to all, and a threat 
to us.

3. Our purpose is peace. V/e have no 

military, political or terricorial ambitions in 

the area.

4. This is not ]ust a jungle war, but a 

iifuggle for freedom on every front of hu-

'Our'Tti economk

assistance to South Vietnam and Laos in 

particular has the purpose o£ helping tliese 

countries to repel aggression and strengthen 

their .independence.

The threat to the free nations of Southeast 

Asia has long been clear. The North Viet­

namese regime has constantly sought to take 

over South Vietnam and Laos. This Corn- 

munlst regime has violated the Geneva Ac­

cords for Vietnam. It has systematically 

conducted a campaign of subversion, which 

includes the direction, training, and supply 

of personnel and arms for the conduct of 

guerrilla warfare in South Vietnamese ter­

ritory. In Laos, the North Vietnamese 

regime has maintained military forces, used 

Laotian territory for infiltration into South 

Vietnam, and most recently carried out com­

bat operations— all in direct violation of the 

Geneva Agreements of 1962.

In recent months, the actions of the North 

Vietnamese regime have become steadily 

more threatening. In May, following new 

acts of Communist aggression in Laos, the 

United States undertook reconnaissance 

flights over Laotian territory, at the request 

of the Government of Laos. These flights 

had the essential mission of determining the 

situation in territory where Communist 

forces were preventing inspection by the 

International Control Commission. When 

the Communists attacked these aircraft, I 

responded by furnishing escort fighters with 

instructions to fire when fired upon. Thus, 

these latest North Vietnamese attacks on 

our naval vessels are not die first direct 

attack on armed forces of the United States.

As President of the United States I have 

concluded tliat I should now ask the Con­

gress, on its part, to join In affirming the 

national determination that all such attacks 

will be met, and that the U.S. will continue 

in its basic policy of assisting the free nations 

of the area to defend their freedom.

As I have repeatedly made clear, the 

United States intends no rashness, and 

seeks no wider war. W e must make it clear 

to all that the United States is united in its 

determination to bring about the end of 

Communist subversion and aggression in the 

area. V/e seek the full and effective restora­

tion of the international agreements signed 

in Geneva in 1954, with respect to South 

Vietnam, and again in Geneva in 1962, with 

respect to Laos.

1  recommeriS a 'Resolutioti expressing the 

support of the Congress for all necessary 

action to protect our armed forces and to 

assist nations covered by the SEATO  Treaty.

A t the same time, I assure the Congress that 

we shall continue readily to explore any 

avenues of political solution that will effec­

tively guarantee the removal of Communist 

subversion and the preservation of the in­

dependence of the nations of the area.

The Resolution could well be based upon 

similar resolutions enacted by the Congress 

in tlie past— to meet the threat to Formosa 

in 1955, to meet the threat to the Middle East 

in 1957, and to meet the threat in Cuba in 

1962. It could state in the simplest terms 

the resolve and support of the Congress for 

action to deal appropriately with attacks 

against our armed forces and to defend free­

dom and preserve peace in southeast Asia 

in accordancc with the obligations of the 

United States under the southeast Asia 

Treaty. I urge the Congress to enact sach 

a Resolution prompdy and thus to give con­

vincing evidence to the aggressive Com­

munist nations, and,to the world as a whole, 

that our policy in southeast Asia will be 

carried forward— and that the peace and se­

curity of the area will be preserved.

The events of this week would in ?.ny 

event have made the passage of a Congres­

sional Resolution essential. But there is an 

addidonal reason for doing so at a time when 

we are entering on three months of political 

campaigning. Hosdle nations must under­

stand that in such a period the United States 

will continue to protect its national Interests,  ̂

and that in these matters there is no division 

among us. j
L yjition B. JoirssoN ^

n o t e :  a  joint resolution “ to prcmotc the maint-:- 
nance of international ptace and security in soudi- 
east Asia”  was approved by the President on A u­
gust 10 • - '  j
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Statement by the President on the Passage of the Joint 

Resolution on Southeast Asia. August 7, 1964

T H E  414-to-nothing House vote and the 

88-to-2 Senate vote on the passage o£ the 

Joint Resolution on Southeast Asia is a dem­

onstration to all the world of the unity of all 

Americans. They prove our determination 

to defend our own forces, to prevent aggres­

sion, and to work firmly and steadily for 

peace and security in the area.

I am sure the American people join me 

in expressing the deepest appreciation to the 

leaders and Members of both parties, in both 

Houses of Congress, for their patriotic, reso 

lute, and rapid action.

n o t e :  This statement was read by the Press Secre­
tary to the President, George E. F.eedy, at his news 
conference held at the White Hcuse at 1:40 p jn . on 
August 7,1964.
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[4.] I have been in communication with 

the Secretary o£ State, the Secretary of De­

fense, Mr. McGeorge Bundy,^ and other of­

ficials in Washington, and I have a brief 

statement to make on southeast Asia.

The situation created by unprovoked ag­

gression against our naval forces on the high 

seas remains serious, but there have been 

no further incidents in the last 24 hours. 

We, of course, remain fully alert against any 

attempt to renew or widen the attacks from 

any source. _

It is important for us all to understand

‘ Secretary of State Dean Rusk, Secretary of D e­
fense Robert S. McNamara, and McGeorge Bundy, 

Special Assistant to the President.

that these attacks at sea are only part of a 

basic pattern of aggression which had a!ready 

shown itself against the people and Govern­

ment of South Viet-Nam and the people 

and the Government of Laos. Our actions 

this week make clear not only our determi­

nation to give a clear and positive reply to 

aggression at sea, but our general determina­

tion to resist and repel aggression in the area 

as a whole. That is the meaning also of the 

resolution adopted yesterday by the Con­

gress with almost complete unanirnit)’.

The most encouraging fact of the week, 

indeed, was the unity, calmness, and strength 

of purpose shown by our own people, to­

gether with the understanding and support 

which our actions have received from our 

friends around the world.

Ambassador Lodge,® pursuant to my re­

quest and in accordance with my directions, 

will proceed at an early date to communicate 

in more detail with our friends in other parts 

of the world.

Our friends who are defending their free­

dom and independence in the area can take 

new courage from this unity and this support 

as they carry on, with our help, in the con­

tinuing work of repelling aggression by ter­

ror and by infiltration.

Finally, let me repeat again and again that 

in all our actions, our purpose is peace.



Remarks Upon Signing Joint Resolution o£ the Maintenance 

of Peace and Security in Southeast Asia. August lo, 1964

My jellow Americans:

One week ago, half a world away, our 

Nation was faced by the challenge of delib­

erate and unprovoked acts of aggression in 

southeast Asia.

The cause of peace clearly required that 

we respond with a prompt and unmistakable 

reply.

As Commander in Chief the responsibility 

was mine— and mine alone. I gave the 

orders io r  that reply, and it has been given.

But, as President, there rested upon me  ̂

still another responsibility— the responsi­

bility of submitting our course to the rep­

resentatives of the people, for them to verify 

it or veto it.

I directed that to be done last Tuesday.

Within 24 hours the resolution before me 

now had been placed before each House of 

Congress. In each House the resolution was 

promptly examined in committee and re­

ported for action.

In each House there followed free and 

serious debate.

In each House the resolution was passed 

on Friday last— with a total of 502 votes in 

support and 2 opposed.

Thus, today, our course is clearly known 

in every land.

There cant be no mistake— no miscalcula­

tion— of where America stands or what this 

generation of Americans stand for.

The unanimity of the Congress reSeccs 

the unanimity of the country.

The resolution is short. It is straightfor­

ward. I hope that it will be read around 

the world.

The position of the United States is stated 

plainly. T o  any armed attack upon our 

forces, we shall reply.

T o  any in southeast Asia who ask our help 

In defending their freedom, we shall give it.

In that region there is nothing we covet, 

nothing we seek— no territory, no military 

position, no political ambition.

Our one desire— our one determination—  

is that the people of southeast Asia be left in 

peace to work out their own destinies in their 

own way.
This resolution stands squarely within the 

four corners of the Constitution of the 

United States. It is clearly consistent with 

the principles and purposes of the Charter 

of the United Nations.
This is another new page in the outstand­

ing record of accomplishments the 38th Con­

gress is writing.

Americans of all parties and philosophies 

can be jusdy proud— and jusdy grateful. 

Proud that democracy has once again dem­

onstrated its capacity to act swifdy and de­

cisively against aggressors. Grateful that 

there is in our National Government under­

standing, accord, and unity between the ex­

ecutive and legislative brandies— without 

regard to partisanship.

This is a great strength that we must 

always preserve.

This resolution connrms and reinforces 

powers of the Presidency. I pledge to all 

Americans to use those powers %vith all the 

wisdom and judgment God grants to me.

It is everlastingly right that we should 

be resolute in reply to aggression and stead­

fast in support of our friends.

But it is everlastingly necessary that our 

actions should be c a re ^  and should be 

measured.

We are the most powerful of all nations—  

we must strive also to be the most responsible 

of nations.

So, in this spirit, and with this pledge, I 

now sign dais resolution.

n o t e :  The President spoke in the Ea?t Room at the 
White House. The joint resolution is Public Law 
88-408 (78 Stat. 3S4).



Remarks to Members of the National Association of Counties. 
A u g u s t  I I ,  1 9 6 4

Only one week ago, at about this same 

hour, we were very conscious of that re­

sponsibility. A t that time we were faced 

with the challenge of a direct, deliberate, 

and unprovoked act of aggression. That 

act was committed by a government which 

is a relentless and ruthless enemy of local 

self-government.

That government sends its guerrillas into 

neighboring free lands with orders to seek 

out, with orders to kill, local ofncials and 

their families like you and your families.

When that challenge was laid down, there 

was no delay, there was no hesitation, there 

was no divided counsel here in your White 

House.
Ttie United States delivered a firm 

and unmistakable reply and delivered it 

promptly.

The world understands that the United 

States’ only purpose is peace. But the world 

also understands that this generation of 

Americans has only one policy. Our re­

sources are committed, our sacrifices are 

made, our vigil is maintained so that there 

shall be no win for aggression in our times.

A t this time last week, we could not know 

what the consequences of our course would 

be. But as we could be confident that our 

cause was right, we could also be confident 

of our might.
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In Viet-Nam, too, we work for world 

order.
For I D  years through the Eisenhower ad­

ministration, the Kennedy administration, 

and this administration, we have had one 

consistent aim— observance of the 1954 

agreements which guaranteed the inde­

pendence of South Viet-Nam. That inde­

pendence has been the consistent target of 

aggression and terror.

T or 10 years our response to these attacks 

has followed a consistent pattern. First, 

that the South Vietnamese have the basic 

responsibility for the defense of their own 

freedom. Second, we would engage our 

strength and our resources to whatever ex­

tent needed to help others repel aggression.

Now, there are those who would have us 

depart from these tested principles. They 

have a variety of viewpoints. All of them, 

I am sure, you have heard in your local 

community.
Some say that we should withdraw from 

South Viet-Nam, that we have lost almost 

200 lives there in the last 4 years, and we 

should come home. But the United States 

cannot and must not and will not turn aside 

and allow the freedom of a brave people to 

be handed over to Communist tyranny. 

This alternative is strategically unwise, we 

think, and It is morally unthinkable.

Some others are eager to enlarge the con­

flict. They call upon us to supply American 

boys to do the job that Asian boys should do. 

They ask us to take reckless action which 

might risk the lives of millions and engulf 

much of Asia and certainly threaten the 

peace of the entire world. Moreover, such 

action would offer no solution at all to the 

real problem of Viet-Nam. America can 

and America will meet any wider challenge 

from others, but our aim in Viet-Nam, as in 

the rest of the world, is to help restore the 

pcace and to reestablish a decent order.

The course that we have chosen will re­

quire wisdom and endurance. But let no 

one doubt for a moment that we have the 

resources and we have the v/ill to follow 

this course as long as It may take. No one 

should think for a moment that we will be 

worn dov/n, nor will we be driven out, and 

we will not be provoked into rashness. But 

we will continue to meet aggression with 

firmness and unprovoked attack with 

measured reply.
That is the meaning of the prompt re­

action of our destroyers to unprovoked at­

tack. That is the meaning of tlie positive 

reply of our aircraft to a repetition of that 

attack. That is the meaning of the resolu­
tion passed by your Congress with 502 votes 

in favor and only 2 opposed. That is the 

meaning of the national unity that we have 

shown to all the world last week.

There is another consideration v/herever 

the forces of freedom are engaged. No one 

who commands the power of nuclear weap­

ons can escape his responsibility for the life 

of our people and the life of your children.

It has never been the policy of any Ameri­

can President to sympathetically or system­

atically place in hazard the life of this Nation 

by threatening nuclear war. No American 

President has ever pursued so Irresponsible 

a course. Our firmness at moments of crisis 

has always been matched by restraint— our 

deter.Tiinatlon by care. It was so under 

President Truman at Berlin, under President 

Eisenhower in the Formosa Straits, under 

President Kennedy in the Cuba missile crisis. 

And I pledge you that it will be so as long 

as I am your President.

In Viet-Nam, in Cyprus, and in every con­

tinent, in a hundred different ways Amer­
ica’s efforts are directed toward world order. 

Only when all nations are willing to accept 

peaceful procedures as an alternative to force­

ful settlement will the peace of our world 
be secure.
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I particularly appreciate the faith of my 

honiefolks. I can’t tell you that every de­

cision I make will be the right one. But I 

can tell you that when I had to Issue the 

order the other day to send the boys off of 

that carrier with the bombs in their planes 

to destroy the nests of those P T  boats that 

had fired on our destroyer, that it was an 

order that I didn’t want to give. It was an 

act that I realized was a very serious act. 

But I felt that it was in the best interest of 

this Nation and it was the only course I could 

follow if  I really wanted peace, to let them 

know that we meant what we said and said 

what we meant, and we were prepared to 

back It up. And we did that.

W e didn’t bomb any cities. As a matter 

of fact, we carefully refrained from doing 

that. W e didn’t kill any v/omen and chil­

dren. W e didn’t invade any metropolitan 

areas. W e didn’t provoke any great na­

tions. W e said to them, “You must leave 

your neighbors alone and you mustn’t ever 

shoot at United States destroyers without 

expecting a reply.”

I get a lot of advice and I need a lot, and 
I seek it all the time. I am very happy that 

the men on tliis platform with me tonight 

are the kind of men that I can counsel with 

and I can trust I have had advice to load 

our planes with bombs and to drop them on 

certain areas that I think would enlarge the 

war and escalate the war, and result in our 

committing a good many American boys 

to fighting a war that I think ought to be 

fought by the boys of Asia to help protect 

their own land.

And for that reason, I haven’t chosen to 

enlarge the war. Nor have I chosen to re­

treat and turn it over to the Communists. 

Those are two alternatives that we have 

to face up to. The third alternative is 

neutralization in Viet-Ncm. W e have said 

that if anyone was willing to come forward 

and guarantee neutralization, in other words 

guarantee the independence of these free 

people and guarantee them security from 

their neighbors who are trying to envelop 

them, we would be the first to stand up to 

the table and say to them, “ Show us that you 

can guarantee their independence and we

-protio oi '
you.”

But there is no country that Is willing to 

do that, that we know of, so neutralization 

is not very practical at this stage of the game. 

There are three alternatives we considered.

The fourth alternative is to do what we 

are doing, to furnish advice, give counsel, ex­

press good judgment, give them trained 

counselors, and help them with equipment 

to help themselves. W e are doing that. 

W e have lost less than 200 men in the last 

several years, but to each one of those 200 

men— and we lose about that many in Texas 

In accidents on the 4th of July— to each one 

of those 200 men who have given their life 

to preserve freedom, it is a war and a big 

war and we recognize It

But we think that it is better to lose 200 

than to lose 200,000. For that reason we 

have tried very carefully to restrain oui.selves 

and not to enlarge the war.
■w *

So we have had in Viet-Nam in less than a 

year, three different governments. That is 

pretty difficult, to carry on the resistance that 

must be carried on when you are changing 

governments very often. As a matter of 

fact, I know how difficult it Is to change 

governments at all, because notwithstanding 

the experience that we had, the transition 

following the tragedy in Dallas has been a 

very difficult one that required the coopera­

tion of all good people. Republicans, Demo­

crats, and independents for the last 8 
months.

W c just had two governments in the 

United States. I hope we don’t hare an­

other one In November. But we do have 

some of our people, a rather hard core peo­

ple, they make up a rather small minority, I 

think, of our total population.

But some of them are frustrated, some 

of them are overalarmed, some of them have 

their blood pressure worked up, some of 

them are excited and think our country is 

not doing at all well, and everything is being 

mismanaged, and we have a lot of woes 

and a lot of troubles and a lot of headaches 

that we could do without.

Well, wc do have troubles and we do ha '̂e 

problems, any great nation has them. 

When you are the leader of the world, when

you are the most prosperous people in the 

world, you do have difSculties.
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R adio  and TV R e p o r t  on G ulf o f  Tonkin  A tta ck s  -  A ugu st  4, 1964

" A g g r e s s io n  by t e r r o r  a g a in s t  the p e a c e fu l  v i l l a g e r s  of South V ietn am  
h a s  now  b e e n  jo in e d  by op en  a g g r e s s i o n  on the h igh  s e a s  a g a in s t  the 
U nited  S ta te s  o f  A m e r ic a .  The d e te r m in a t io n  o f  a l l  A m e r ic a n s  to 
c a r r y  out our fu ll  c o m m it m e n t  to the p eo p le  and to the G o v e r n m e n t  
of South V ie tn a m  w i l l  be r e d o u b le d  by th is  o u tr a g e .  Y et our r e s p o n s e ,  

fo r  the i^resent,  w i l l  be l im it e d  and f it t in g .  We A m e r ic a n s  know, 
a lth ou gh  o th e r s  a p p ea r  to fo r g e t ,  the r i s k s  of sp r e a d in g  c o n f l ic t .  We 
s t i l l  s e e k  no w id e r  w a r .  "

R e m a r k s  B e fo r e  the A m e r ic a n  Bar A s s o c i a t io n  - A u gu st  12, 1964  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity

" Som e sa y  th at we sh o u ld  w ith d ra w  fr o m  South V ie tn a m , that we have  
l o s t  a lm o s t  200  l i v e s  th e r e  in  the l a s t  4 y e a r s ,  and we sh ou ld  c o m e  
h o m e .  But the U nited  S ta te s  can n ot and m u s t  not and v /i l l  not turn  
a s id e  and a l lo w  the f r e e d o m  o f  a b r a v e  p e o p le  to be handed  o v e r  to 
C o m m u n is t  tyran n y . T h is  a l t e r n a t iv e  i s  s t r a t e g i c a l ly  u n w is e ,  we  
th ink , and it  i s  m o r a l l y  unth inkab le .

" Som e o th e r s  a r e  e a g e r  to e n la r g e  the c o n f l ic t .  T hey  c a l l  upon us  
to  supp ly  A m e r ic a n  b o y s  to do the job that A s ia n  b o y s  sh ou ld  do.
T hey  a s k  us  to take r e c k l e s s  a c t io n  w h ich  m ig h t  r i s k  the l i v e s  of  
m il l io n s  and en g u lf  m u c h  o f  A s ia  and c e r t a in ly  th r e a te n  the p e a c e  
o f  the e n t ir e  w o r ld .  M o r e o v e r ,  su ch  a c t io n  w ould  o f fer  no so lu t io n  
at  a l l  to the r e a l  p r o b le m  o f  V ie tn a m . A m e r ic a  c a n  and A m e r ic a  
w il l  m e e t  any w id er  c h a l le n g e  fr o m  o t h e r s ,  but our a im  in  V ie tn a m ,  
a s  in  the r e s t  o f  the w o r ld ,  i s  to h e lp  r e s t o r e  the p e a c e  and to r e ­
e s t a b l i s h  a d e c e n t  o r d e r .

"The c o u r s e  that we have  c h o s e n  w i l l  r e q u ir e  w isd o m  and en d u ra n ce .  
But l e t  no one doubt for  a m o m e n t  that w e have  the r e s o u r c e s  and  
w e h ave  the w i l l  to fo l lo w  th is  c o u r s e  a s  long a s  it  m a y  take. No one  
sh o u ld  th ink fo r  a m o m e n t  that w e w i l l  be w orn  down, nor w i l l  we be 
d r iv e n  out . . . "
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R e m a r k s  at a B arb eq u e  in  S to n ew a ll ,  T e x a s  - A u g u st  29, 1964

"/W e d e s t r o y e d  N orth  V ie tn a m e s e  P T  boat in s ta l la t io n s  /  to l e t  them  
know  that we m e a n t  w hat w e s a id  and s a id  what we m e a n t ,  and we  
w e r e  p r e p a r e d  to b a ck  it  up. And we did that.

"We didn't bom b any c i t i e s .  As a m a t t e r  o f  fa c t ,  we c a r e f u l ly  r e ­
fr a in e d  fr o m  doing that. We d idn't k i l l  any w o m e n  and ch i ld r e n .
We d id n 't  in vade any m e tr o p o l i ta n  a r e a s .  We d idn't p ro v o k e  any  
g r e a t  n a t io n s . .  . .

"I h ave  had a d v ic e  to load  our p la n e s  w ith  b o m b s and to drop  th em  
on c e r t a in  a r e a s  that I think w ould  e n la r g e  the w ar and e s c a la t e  the 
w a r ,  and r e s u l t  in  our  c o m m it t in g  a good  m an y  A m e r ic a n  b o y s  to  
f igh tin g  a w ar that I think ought to be fought by the b o y s  o f  A s ia  to  
h e lp  p r o t e c t  th e ir  own land. And for that r e a s o n ,  I h a v e n 't  c h o s e n  
to  e n la r g e  the w ar .  N or h ave  I c h o s e n  to r e t r e a t  and turn  i t  o v e r  to 
the C o m m u n is t s .  "

E u fau la  Dam  D e d ic a t io n  - O k lah om a - S e p te m b e r  25 , 1964

" T h e re  a r e  th o se  that sa y  you ought to go N orth  and drop  b o m b s ,  
to try  to w ipe  out the su pp ly  l i n e s ,  and th ey  th ink  that w ould  
e s c a l a t e  the w ar .  We don't w ant our A m e r ic a n  b o y s  to do the  
f igh tin g  fo r  A s ia n  b o y s .  We don't want to g e t  in v o lv e d  in  a nation  
w ith  700 m i l l io n  p eo p le  and g e t  t ie d  down in  a land  w ar in  A s ia .

" T here  a r e  s o m e  th at  sa y  w e ought to go  South and g e t  out and  
c o m e  h o m e ,  but we don't l ik e  to b r e a k  our t r e a t i e s  and w e don't  
l ik e  to w a lk  o ff  and le a v e  p e o p le  who a r e  s e a r c h in g  for  f r e e d o m ,  
and su ffe r in g  to ob ta in  it ,  and w a lk  out on th em . . . .

"So w hat a r e  w e d o in g?  W e're  s ta y in g  th e r e  and su p p ly in g  th em  
w ith  s o m e  o f  the th in gs  that we h ave .  . . "



M a n c h e s te r ,  N ew  H a m p s h ir e  S e p te m b e r  28, 1964

"Som e o f  our p e o p le  - M r. N ixon , M r. R o c k e f e l l e r ,  M r. S cran ton , and  
M r. G o ld w a ter  - h ave  a l l ,  a t  s o m e  t im e  or  o th er ,  s u g g e s t e d  the p o s s i b l e  
w is d o m  of  go in g  n orth  ir. V ie t -N a m . W ell,  now, b e fo r e  y ou  s t a r t  a t ta c k ­
ing s o m e o n e  and you  la u n ch  a b ig  o f f e n s iv e ,  you  b e t t e r  g iv e  s o m e  
c o n s id e r a t io n  to how y ou  a r e  go in g  to p r o te c t  w hat y ou  h a v e .  And w hen  
a b r ig a d ie r  g e n e r a l  can  w a lk  down the s t r e e t s  of S a ig o n  a s  th ey  did the 
o th e r  day, and take o v e r  the p o l ic e  s ta t io n ,  the ra d io  s ta t io n ,  and the  
g o v e r n m e n t  w ith ou t f ir in g  a sh ot,  I don't know  how m u c h  o f f e n s iv e  w e  
a r e  p r e p a r e d  to lau n ch .

A s  fa r  a s  I a m  c o n c e r n e d ,  I w an t to b e  v e r y  c a u t io u s  and c a r e fu l ,  and u s e  
i t  on ly  a s  a l a s t  r e s o r t ,  w h en  I s t a r t  dropping  b o m b s  arou nd  that a r e  
l i k e ly  to in v o lv e  A m e r ic a n  b o y s  in  a w a r  in  A s ia  w ith  700 m i l l i o n  C h in e s e .

So j u s t  fo r  the m o m e n t  I h a v e  not thought that w e  w e r e  r e a d y  fo r  A m e r ic a n  
b o y s  to do the f ig h t in g  fo r  A s ia n  b o y s .  What I h ave  b e e n  try in g  to do, 
w ith  the s itu a t io n  that I found, w a s  to g e t  the b o y s  in  V ie t - N a m  to do th e ir  
ow n f ig h t in g  w ith  our a d v ic e  and w ith  our  eq u ip m en t.  That i s  the  c o u r s e  
w e  a r e  fo l lo w in g .  So w e  a r e  not go in g  n o rth  and d rop  b o m b s  a t  th is  
s ta g e  of the g a m e ,  and w e  a r e  not go in g  sou th  and run  out and l e a v e  it  
fo r  the C o m m u n is t s  to tak e  o v e r .”

5f! V :{<

"So v/e a r e  not g o in g  n o r th  and w e  a r e  not go in g  south; w e a r e  go ing  to 
con tin u e  to tr y  to g e t  th e m  to s a v e  th e ir  own f r e e d o m  w ith  th e ir  own m e n ,  
w ith  our l e a d e r s h ip ,  and our o f f i c e r  d ir e c t io n ,  and s u c h  e q u ip m e n t  a s  w e  
c a n  f u r n is h  th e m . We think that lo s in g  190 l i v e s  in  the p e r io d  that w e  
h ave  b e e n  out th e r e  i s  bad. B ut i t  i s  not l ik e  190, 000  that w e m ig h t  l o s e  the  
f i r s t  m o n th  if  w e  e s c a l a t e d  that w a r . ”

B r e a k f a s t  fo r  Indiana and K entu ck y  State  P a r ty  L e a d e r s ,  L o u is v i l l e  O c to b er  9, 196 .̂

”We a r e  tr y in g  a s  b e s t  w e  can  not to e n la r g e  that w a r ,  not to g e t  the  
U nited  S ta te s  t ie d  down in  a lan d  w a r  in  A s ia ,  and n ot  f o r  A m e r ic a n  b o y s  
s ta r t in g  to do the f ig h t in g  that A s ia n  b o y s  ought to be doing to p r o te c t  
t h e m s e l v e s .  We don 't  w an t to pu ll  out and c o m e  h o m e  and sa y ,  ”V/e w i l l  
tu rn  it  a l l  o v e r  to you . ”

So i f  y ou  d o n ’t w ant to e n la r g e  i t  and you  s e e k  no la r g e r  w a r ,  and you  
d on 't  w an t to pu ll  out and run h o m e , the on ly  th ing y ou  ca n  do i s  w hat w e  
a r e  d o in g . We l e t  th e m  know  that w hen  they  sh o o t  a t  u s  a s  th ey  did in  the  
Tonkin  Gulf, w e  w i l l  m akq  pronnptj adequate,, and s u f f i c ie n t  r e p ly .  ”



^  ^  '  * p

A k ro n , Ohio O c to b er  21, 1964

•'In A s i a  w e  fa c e  an a m b it io u s  and a g g r e s s i v e  China, but w e  have  the w i l l  
and w e  h ave  the s t r e n g th  to h e lp  our A s ia n  f r ie n d s  r e s i s t  that am b it io n .  
S o m e t im e s  our fo lk s  g e t  a l i t t l e  im p a t ie n t .  S o m e t im e s  th ey  r a t t le  th e ir  
r o c k e t s  s o m e ,  and th ey  b lu ff  about th e ir  b o m b s .  B u t w e  a r e  not about to 
s e n d  A m e r ic a n  b o y s  9 o r  10, 000 m i l e s  aw a y  f r o m  h o m e  to do w h at A s ia n  
b o y s  ought to be doing fo r  t h e m s e l v e s . ”

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

"But w e  have  a c h o ic e .  We ca n  s e e k  a w id e r  w a r .  C hina i s  th e r e  on  
the b o r d e r  w ith  700 m i l l i o n  m e n ,  w ith  o v e r  200 in i l l io n  in  th e ir  a r m y .  
A nd w e co u ld  g e t  t ie d  down in  a land  w a r  in  A s i a  v e r y  q u ick ly  i f  we  
so u g h t  to throw  our w e ig h t  around . Or w e  co u ld  r e t r e a t  and p u ll  out  
and s a y  'Goodby' to the r e s t  o f  the w o r ld ,  that w e a r e  go in g  to l i v e  on 
ou r ow n s h o r e s ,  and w e  w o u ld  l e t  A s i a  go to o th er  p e o p le .  But w e don't  
s e e m  to think that e i th e r  o f  th o s e  a l t e r n a t iv e s  i s  the w i s e  d e c i s io n .

We a r e  go in g  to con tin u e  to t r y  to m a k e  th e s e  p e o p le  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e  and  
m o r e  e f f ic ie n t ,  and do our  b e s t  to r e s o lv e  that s i tu a t io n  w here , the  
a g g r e s s o r s  w i l l  l e a v e  th e ir  n e ig h b o r s  a lo n e ,  and th ey  w i l l  f in a l ly  l e a r n  
to l i v e  to g e th e r  in  p e a c e  a s  th ey  have  in  o th er  p a r ts  o f  the w o r ld .  "

J
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American Comment on Viet-Nam, 
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August 6 , 1964-

r

P r e s id e n t  Johnson 's rap id  response  to  North V ietnam ese prov­
o c a t io n  in  the  G ulf o f  Tonkin prompted voluminous d i s c u s s io n  
which overshadowed the  c o n t in u in g  heavy comment on S o u th ea st  
A sia .  H ig h l ig h ts  are p re se n ted  h ere; a f u l l e r  a n a ly s i s  i s  
b ein g  prepared ,

1 -  P res id en t_ J o h n so n 's  r e t a l i a t o r y  a c t io n ^ a g a in s t  North
Viet-Nam fo r  .the second a t ta c k  on 'U .S . d e s tr o y e r s  on 
the h igh  sea s  :|^eceives oyeryfhelming support .from the  
p r e s s ,  C ongress, la b o r  and v e t e r a n s ’ o r g a n iz a t io n s , 
as p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  are submerged and ranks 
c l o s e ,

* A p a r t i a l  l i s t  in c lu d e s :  Chicago Tribune, N,Y,
Times and H erald T ribune, B a l t ,  Sun, Wall S t ,
Jou rn a l,  P h i la ,  In q u ir e r ,  Scripps-Howard p r e s s ,
N.Y, News, Harry Truman, W alter Lippmann, Gov, 
R o c k e fe l le r ;  AFL-CIO, C a th o lic  War V etera n s ,
Goldwater and M i l l e r .

2 -  The r e a c t io n  to  th e  engagements in  the G ulf o f  Tonkin
in d ic a t e s  v i r t u a l l y  unanimous agreement th a t  (a ) the  
U ,S , cannot t o l e r a t e  harassm ent o f  American""ships in  
in t e r n a t io n a l  w a ters;  (b) i f  the Communists .are out 
to  c r e a te  a major in c id e n t  by rep eated  a t t a c k s ,  the  
U ,S , w i l l  have to  " r e a c t  more sharp ly ,"

A few have s tro n g  r e s e r v a t io n s  about the UeS« a c t io n .  
Sen . Plorse c o n t in u e s  to  charge the U ,S , i s  as much to  
blame as i s  North Vietnam fo r  the  cu rren t c r i s i s ,  and 
has v i o l a t e d  the  195^ Geneva a cco rd s .  Sen . Aiken  
(R -V t,)  was g r e a t l y  tr o u b le d  by th e  "expanding" m i l i ­
ta ry  involvem ent o f  th e  U .S , ,  but has jo in ed  the r a l l y  
behind the  P r e s id e n t .

-  The planned U .S .  b u ild u p  i n  South Viet-Nam co n tin u es  
to  r e c e iv e  support from th e  n a t io n 's  p r e s s ;  but some

S F  : XEROX FROW QU/CK COPV
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found the p r o s p e c t iv e  In crea se  " foreb od in g” arid doubted  
th a t  a d d i t io n a l  Americans cou ld  a l t e r  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  A 
few a n t i c ip a t e d  th a t  the next s te p  would be commitment 
o f  combat t r o o p s .

5 -  Premier Khanh's "precarious"  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  and
the apparent i n a b i l i t y  o f  the R evo lu tion ary  C ouncil to  
prov id e  a more b road ly  based government, remain a 
source o f  concern  to  o b se r v e r s .

6 -  C a lls .. .fo r  a p o l i t i c a l  s o lu t io n ,  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  in  V ie t -
Nam co n tin u ed  to  .be r e j e c t e d  as prem ature.

P/POS:HSF:em
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co n tin u e  to  do so  and w i l l  tak e  w hatever m easures are  a p p ro p ria te

fo r  t h e i r  d e fe n se .'
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ASSUME RELEASE CONTAINED REFTEL WILL BE MADE UITHOUT ANY 
REFERENCE TO OUR GIVING COPY TO ICC. FOR DELIVERY TO HANOI 
REGIME. INTEND DISCUSS TRANSMITTAL OF TEXT WITH SEABORN 
(CANADIAN I C C )  TH IS  AFTEH'NOi;;: BUT WE NOT SURE HE OR INDIAN 
CHAIRMAN WOULD BE WILLING UNDERTAKE TASK. SHOULD THEY SHOW 
RELUCTANCE SUGGEST WE SEND CONFIRMATION COPY OUR PROTEST TO 
HANOI THROUGH B RITISH  CONSUL HANOI.  TAYLORV 
BO /  '■ <■) ) . ' ■
CFN 2 9 2  4 1 3 3 5  . .

NOTE: ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S /S -0  AUGUST 4 ,  1:Z3 A.M.; PASSED
TO THE WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AUGUST 4 , 1 :38 'A .^ ^
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ACTION IiMKEDlATE CEPT IN^XfVMHEDIATE CINCPAC 137 \jlZfiT\FiHE
19 FROM SAIGON AUG 4 7

CINCPAC FORf(?LAD

CANADIAN ICC COMM ISSIONZR'^ SEASQf?^^^FORt^D EMBASSY TODAY 
ICC UNANIMOUSLY AGREED T H IS  INVESTIGATE DRV
CHARGES WHICH HANOI HU RECENTLY BROADCAST ACCUSING US_ANp 
GVN OF ATACKS AGAINST DRV T E R R n O R Y .  CANADIANS SUGGESi EDjlCC 
FIXED TEAM VINH MAKE I N I T I A L  I N V E S T J ^ I ^ T i O N M  TWO ISLANDS 
REPORTEDLY SHELLED SEA. P O L I S H ' K S F O N E R ,  HOWEVER,
DEMURRED AND AKED DELO^Y UNTIL HE C0ULll>03TAIN INSTRUCTIONS. 

b^LL FOLLOy PROGRESS xa^OSELY AND REPORT.

TAYLO/^. '
BT , ,
CFN 2 9 5  137 19 4 7PM ICC ICC DV US GVN ICC

NOTE: ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S /S -0  AT 9:10"AM, 8 /4 /64 ' 
PASSED USUN AT 9 :2 0  AM, 8 /4 /6 4 .
PASSED \nHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 9 :35  AM,

d e c l a s s i f i e d

A n th ority .^ ^  ----- - r y - y .
Rv . N A R A .
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Ter.t our p r o te s t  n o ts  .beigg g iven  p ress  a t  noon today  

lo c a l  tim e. In resp on se to  a n t ic ip a te d  q u estio n  as to  hov; 

our p r o te s t  to  Hanoi has been d e liv e r e d , v;e v ; i l l  co n fin e  our 

resp on se tos QTE The US p r o te s t  over the vinprovoked a tta ck  

on th e  USS I!addox vjas s e n t  to  our Embassy in  Saigon fo r  

tr a n s m itta l to  the North Vietnam ese regim e in  Hanoi through  

ap p rop riate  ch a n n e ls . tJlt^TE

END

r u s k

O r< ft«d  b y :

PBrMarshall Green \ ej_
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R E P R O D U C T I O N  F R O M  THIS C O P ': '  IS

LIMITED OFFICIAL USS p r o h i b i t e d  u n l e s s  " U N C L A S S i F i E O "

DS-322



■^: : C' " VcO

- D 4 ^ 2
f

' y  ' '7.Z RliZ'-’l-'V;

DZ K U i H C R  7 5 5  Z A / 0 91 0 Z  

Z BA^r0g5Z ZEA 

FX ^ ^ C S T A I ^  \vA^;-!DC

TO Vh'ITI H0U3:£ ATTN mi? BUn’dY" 4 CO 13 

Z 0 3 /2 5 5 3Z Z lA

^ Z c i f A T * :  WAS H C C J  

TO AME^:3ASoY SAIf^G'';

STATE GRNC 

3T

-e 0 F I D Z !■ : T -I A L 

LP;ITED OF'^'ICIAL U3Z

/ ^ A ? M  . 5 3 5 ^ . U3. 3 ,  3

C

/ /

DECLArSITTED
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By ■ Is ARS, Date

PLEA3E HÂ :D• THE FOLLOyil'IE TO THE ICC WITH THE REQUEST 

THAT THIS  PROTEST 3E PASSED TO THE HANOI REGI'^E:

QUOTE; THE ’JNITSD STATES GOVERNMENT TAKES AN EXTREMELY SERIOUS 

VIEW OF THE UNPROVOKEO ATTACK MADE 3Y C0:'iMUNI3T NORTH VIETNAMESE 

TORPEDO BOATS m  AN A’̂ ERICAN NAVAL VESSEL, THE U33 NADDOX, 

C=ERATI'')G ON THE HIGH SEAS IN THE GULF OF TONKIN ON AUGUST 2 .

:FN 3 3 5  3 3 2



PAGE 2 RIEHC=? 735 T I A tr

UNITED ST^^TES SHIPS HA^E TRADITIONALLY OPERATED FREELY ON THE 

HIGH 3EA5,  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RIGHTS GUARANTEED BY 

INTERNATIONAL LA¥ TO VESSELS OF ALL NATIONS. THEY WILL 

CONTINUE TO DO SO AND WILL TAKE WHATEVER KSA3URES ARE APPROPRIATE 

FOR THEIR DEFEMSE.

THE UNITED STATES GOVERN'^ENT EXPECTS THAT THE AUTHORITIES OF 

THE REGIME IN NORTH VIVT-MA:-1 WILL BE UNDER NO MISAPPREHENSION 

3 TO THE GRAVE CONSEQUENCES k'HICH WOLILD INEVITABLY RESULT 

FROM ANY ’FURTHER UM^ROVOKED OFFENSIVE MILITARY ACTION AGAINST 

UNITED STATES "ORCES. UNQUOTE.

TEXT WILL 3E RELEASED IN WASHINGTON AT NOON PRESS BRIEFIN’G 

AUGUST 5 .  RUSK 

5T 

CS'N 4 '
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DATES AUGUST 5 , , 3  r'M

Control; 2  'JO'J 
Rec'd: A ' JQ 'JST 5 . I 9 6 ^  

3 : ^ 3  AM

C I N C F A C  FOR POLAD 

D E P T E L  3 3 9

C A N A D IA N  ICC C O M M I S S I O u E k  INFCviMED U3  T N I  6  MCRNlr-iG TH AT HE HAD 

CHECKED OUT ICC D E L I V E R Y  OF OUS P R O T E S T  NOTE T O  HANOI R E G I M E  

A r D  13  C O N V I N C E D  N O T H 1 ICC COULD DO W I T H O U T  E f D L E S S  AND 
P R C 3 A3 L Y  I N C O N C L U S I V E  D E B A T E ,  I F  DE P A R T M E N T  D E S I R E S  D E L I V E R Y  

T O  HANOI R E G I M E  THROUGH B R I T I S H  I T  V / I L L  B £  N E C E S S A R Y  FOR F O R E I G N  
O F F I C E  T O  S O  I N S T R U C T  5 R I T I S 1-; EMBASSY H E R E .

( B R I T I S H  C O N S U L ,  WHO ONLY A C C R E D I T E D  T O  M U N I C I P A L  A U T H O R I T I E S  

H A N O I ,  C U R R E N T L Y  IN S A I G O N  AND E X P E C T E D  RETU RN HANOI T O M O R R a O » 
H C V 'E V ER ,  A P P E A R S  D E L I V E R Y  T H I S  T E X T  OVERT AKEN DY L A T E R  E V E N T S  
A I D  P E R H A P S  WE COULD STAND ON OUR P U B L I C  ANi-;OUNCENiEriT,

HC

TAYLO?;

NOTES ADVANCE COPY T O  S / S » 0  AT k i C ' S  AM,  A 'JGUS T D ,  \ 

NOTES P A S S E D  W H I T E  H O U S E ,  DQ:? ,  C I A ,  AM

L I M I T E D  Or - i C i A L  USE
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

IpROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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; SEABORN INFORMED SULLIVAN THAT ICC HAS'VOTED HOLD IT S  NEXT 
MEETING HANOI AUGUST 1 0 ,  H IS  CURRENT INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO GATHE 

•BUT NOT S O L I C I T ,  COMMENTS FROM SENIOR DRV O FFIC IA L S RELATIVE 
TO D ISC U SSIO N S fE L D  DURING H IS  PREVIOUS V I S I T .  HE HAS READ , 

;BOTH ICC R P T .IC C  NOTE OF MAY 2 0 ,  1 9 S 2  AND JULY 10 CIA , 
.PU B L IC A T IO N . HE I S  THOROUGHLY PUZZLED BY DRV MOTIVATION IN  “
! IN IT IA T IN G  ATTACKS ON US RPT US DESTROYERS ON HIGH SEAS AND 
;WILL ATTEMPT SEEK SOME ENLIGHTMENT DURING COURSE H IS  THREE 
,DAY STAY.

\
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.  , , 1'

S in ce  B r i t i s h  Consul assigTied, Hanoi i s  returning;- }

Hanoi tomorrow from S a igon , y o u 'sh o u ld  g iv e  him t e x t  . . ' . /  

o f  p r o te s t  to  tak e back to  Hanoi.^ f o r 'p o s s ib le  d e l iv e r y  . v. ' 

Hanoi reg im e. M eanwhile we c o n s id e r in g  w hether t o _  ; . ’ ' ' .v
' ' i f .'«•■. . . . y ;«

c o n ta c t  London w ith  v iew  to  it 's  l ia v in g „ B r it is h  \  '-

C onsu l»seek  d e l iv e r  t h i s  p r o te s t  to  Hanoi a u t h o r i t i e s .
' ■ * . ■ • ' '- 'f t  .• '. >(■ . ■ -

■ ^ .  • '■ .  C-. •

-  ̂ End.

W " i l ' ^ '  ■ >  jT « W 9 i« p S k  lr*n>iiui»ion » n d 'C ." ’  V ',..

M arshall Green ;cw; 8/5/64'*■ fay.-i M; Gx^en > • -j ’ '' ' ^
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1 K T 0 :
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11:0 5  AM ,
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l.0fx>D0N 22 
NEW DELHI 9
H csca-i 5
OTTAV/A 6 
V/ARSAV  ̂ 7

DATE: AUGUST 5 ,  7  PM 

REF EM3TEL 295

I i s H  

CTA 
X \

OSD
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A IR  

j ^ C  ^
X ^

/

• r'.

COL. AN‘, oHEAO VN ICC M IS S IO N , INFORMED E.’-'lSOP'F AUGUST 5 .-TH AT/ , 
COMMISSION W ILL V IS IT  HANOI AUGUST 1 0  ME_WI LC.'-D I SCUSS^
h'JVESTIGATION DRV CHARGES VIOLATION ITS TERRITORY.

ŜANITIZED

fei.NARS; Date f /^ /? /

'.i l  '  
—• ,  

y>• ✓

INVEST I G
IN 'ANY CASE AN SAYS NO QUESTION 
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ACTION: Amembassy LONDON ^ PRIORITY.V » ‘ 

INFO; Amerabassy SAIGON ^
CINCPAC FOR POMD

o

.'j ’ ’ ‘ < ■Vf,l2c

Aug 5* V

Our a t t e m p t  t o  d e l i v e r  p r o t e s t  ^hote t o  H ano i ,  reg im e v i a  ICQ̂  on f i r s t \ -
• , •■., \ ......  ■ . ■^'  '*" •■■

r e p e a t  f i r s t  N or th  V ie tnam ese  a t t a c k  on.US d e s t r o y e r  i n  G u l f  ^of ^Tonki,n
• ' ■ '  ' V ' / '  V

' m e t  w i t h  r e p l y  from C anad ian  ICC Cbmaiies l o n e r  t h a t ,  he  i s ,  c o n v i n c e d ’ t h a t  t h e r e ’
'/v •-•5' 'V V.t • V ’ iv t.; :

■ ' . '• ■ V ^
i s  n o t h i n g  ICC can  do w i t h o u t  e n d l e s s  and ' i n c o n c l u s i v e  - d e b a t e . Would,' '

■’ ' • -  : . . ' . . . vvf - j i ' v ' ^ ^ ; v :
I. -V •. V ' ? > •  '•;•,■■ ■ ''i ■ . ■> , ■ .
. ' t h e r e f o r e ,  a p p r e c i a t e . i t  i f  Embassy London would r e q u e s t  B r i t i s h  Government v

•"■ .•■ •. ■ 'if . y. j'.C. . / , .A. ^

t o  i n s t r u c t  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  Hanoi t o  d e l i v e r ,  th i s ' ,  p r o t e s t , ,  n o t e  a s  "yea r ly  a s   ̂ /  

p o s s i b l e  t o  Hanoi r e g im e .  ,:, /  ; •■  ̂ • v  ' •>. ' V’ '

W*e have  a l r e a d y  asked-Em bassy  S a ig o n  " t o  g i v e  cbpy o f  p r o t e s t  t o  B r i t i s h  

" •:-i i  ■«— - 4. aConsu;
V

ed Hanoi w h o 'h a s  b een  in ' iSa igo i^ ,a r id ' ' i s  r e t u r n i n g  Hanoi A ugust  6.

>aigon c o n t a i n i n g ’t e x t  p r o t e s t  i s  b e i n g  r e p e a t e d  t o  London.  •̂
^  ^ ' ■ . ' ‘ -^r". ■

S in c e  we have  a l r e a d y ' a r u io u n c e d . ‘t e x V  p r o t e s t ^  i n  eac pec ta t ion  t h a t  i t  ,
/ ’■ ■ '• , ■-/'  V " '  V ' -  V
would be  d e l i v e r e d  a t  e a r l y  d a t e ,  we a r e  mb^t i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  ^ e x t  ,
• ■ . ' S; ’' ^  ^
p la c e d  on r e c o r d  w i t h  Hanoi,  and would a p p r e c i a t e  B r i t i s h  i i e lp . ; ;  “We " r e c o g n i z e ' 

isu l  Hanoi  do'e0 not"  n o r m a l l y  h a v e  much a c c e s s  t o  C e n t r a l  GovernmentB r i t i s h  Consul

. L®63” dS-322
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AS i n d i c a t e d  EMBTEL 3 0 6  B R ITIS H  CHARGE TOOK P O S I T I O N ' THAT HE 
WOULD HAVE TO RECEIVE INSTfr jCTIONS FROM FOREIGN OFFICE BEFORE HE 
COULD AGREE SERVE AS CHANNEL FOR DELIVERY US PROTEST TO HANOI 
r e g i m e , on  b a s i s  OUR i n f o r m a l  APPROACH HE REQUESTED SUCH V  
INSTRUCTIONS AND WAS INF0H*-1EJ T H IS  MORNING THAT FOREIGN OFFICE 
DOES N O f  CONSIDER THAT B R IT IS H  CONSUL HANOI WOULD ^
CFN 3 2 3 ' ) 3  154  6 4PM 3 4 6  3 0 6

^ y

PAGE 2  RUMJIR 04A C 0  N F I  D E N T  -i~TSH=-  
BE t h e  "APPROPRIATE CHAN>'ZL” FOR DELIVERY OUR PROTEST.

IN MEANTIME,.  COPIES OF PROTESTIM)BEEN GIVEN TO B R IT IS H  CONSUL 
TO TAKE BACK TO HANOI WITH 'JU’DERSTANDING HE WOULD AWAIT FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING POSSIBLE DELIVERY.

ALTERNATIVELY, THERE I S  P O S S I B I L I T Y  USING FRENCH CHANNELS TO 
GET m e s s a g e  DELIVERED HANOI, ^:!£PaHTMENT WILL APPRECIATE 
HOWEVER THAT NONE RPT NONE O '  THE REPRESENTATIVES OF POTENTIAL 
c o u r i e r s  IN SAIGON WILL BE A'3LE CARRY OUT DELIVERY ON OWN AUTHORITY 
SUCH AUTHORITY WILL INEVITABLY HAVE TO COME FROM CAPITALS.

AS WE SEE I T ,  DEPARTMENT CAN (A) ASK LONDON REVISE I T S  CURRENT 
INSTRUCTIONS (B )  APPROACH FRENCH IN PARIS ( C )  APPROACH INDIANS 
IN D E L H I ,  OR (D) EVEN APPROACH S O V IET S.  SINCE COPY OF NOTE ALREADY 
WITH B R I T I S H ,  WE WOULD SUGGEST (A) AS MOST F EA SIB LE.
TAYLOR
BT ■ ■ , - .

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /« -0  AT 4 : 4 i  AM, 8 /6 /6 4 .  
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 4:55 AM, 8 /6 /6 4 .
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE / 5

A i e i r . o r a n d u m  o f  C o n v e r s a t i o n

SUBJECT:

DA TE: August 6 , 1964 
5:45  a.m.

B r i t i s h  P o s it io n  Re D e liv e r y  U* S* P r o te s t  to  Hanoi

PARTICIPANTS: R ichard A . E ric so n , J r . ,  F ir s t  S e c r e ta r y , American '
Embassy, London 

James M. Montgomery, S/VN

COPIES TO: Amembassy London 
' FE 

FE:RA 
FE:SEA 
S/VN
n m

Mr. E f ic s o n  c a l l e d  from London con cern in g  our p rop osa l to  
have the UK Consul in  Hanoi d e l iv e r  our n o te  o f  p r o te s t  to  H anoi. 
London has n o t y e t  r e c e iv e d  S a ig o n 's  l a t e s t  c a b le  on t h i s  s u b je c t .

E r ic so n  s a id  th a t  on the b a s is  o f  in fo rm a l ta lk s  the B r i t i s h  
are very  concerned  about t h e ir  C o n su l's  p o s i t io n  in  Hanoi.

Peck i s  on le a v e  and they  are d e a lin g  w ith  C ab le. E ricson  
b e l ie v e s  we would have to  go h ig h er  and much str o n g e r  to  change 
f a s t  h arden in g  p o s i t io n .

*

E ricso n  s a id  th a t  the F oreign  O f f ic e  i s  under the im p ress io n , 
based on com m unications from t h e ir  p eo p le  h e r e , th a t  P o r r e s ta l i s  
n o t so  in c l in e d  to  push the B r i t i s h  on t h i s .  The B r i t i s h  sa id  
th ey  would have been happy to  have done i t  Monday, b e fo re  th ey  
s a id  what th ey^ d id  in  New York.

The B r i t i s h  su g g ested  an E astern  European co u n try , perhaps 
the P o le s .

No co n firm in g  c a b le  i s  b e in g  s e n t .
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 13526, Sec. 3.4 ,

SEGBBg)-

XEROX FROM QUICK C O P l
S P O  M 5 I 7  1



S-; > . 7. 
, i ■ *,  ̂* •* '-

. ; ^  P o u  3 3 - ' L

y OUTGOING TELEGRAM P epartm eet of State
-*"■ .. ...........  • ’ , .; V- ■'■. •

-CONW-DENTIAI,
" A T E ,  n c o i l f c i
*»&( to  >■

r t
O r i g i n  .

tnf*,

ACTION:

Class if ica tion  ~ ’

Amembassy, SAIGON Innmediate 3 ^ ^

7 r T ~ r ^

■ / _ ■ • 7
■ ■ ’ v' '■-:. o

' / ? S M  5
' H '

o ! r_o t

Amembassy, LONDON 

INFO crNCPAC

':•: / y ^ i r S'
A 'G _ s iJ 4 s j ; . ir y _ '

fmmedtate ^ f  ̂  ^
• i '  ■'̂  ',r  • O ' ^ l k j  ’•■■

R e f  : Saigon s 323 Info London 23 . -,ycS

• \ v .  • ' > '  ■• ■' ' '•  ■ ^ ' - f
. In v ie w 'o f ICC r e fu sa l to  'handle'd e liv e r y  o f

■' ' •-.■ ■ .V ■ ■, .V I- : . ••• '• -  ; ; ■
' ,  '■ ■ ■< ; . -V-'” - •.•.%••■!•>; ?v • ,»• -

■' p ro te st  note, to  Hanoi and in  view o f B r it ish  reluctanc^
,. .i-:

( r e f t e l  as w e ll as Ericson-Moritgomery te lc o n ) ,  we ^consider'- v _ ■■
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THE WHITE HOUSE ____  6.,

W A S  H I N G T O  N

A u g u st  7, 1964

M EM O RA N DU M  FOR

M R . GEORGE RE:EDY

Subject:  A b r i e f  c h r o n o logy  cf e v e n ts  - A u g u s t  3 -7

By M onday m o r n in g ,  w h en  I r e tu r n e d  to  W a sh in g ton , the P r e s i d e n t  
had a lr e a d y  i s s u e d  in s tr u c t io n s  - -  on Sunday - -  a lon g  the l in e  of the  
a n n o u n ce m en t  w h ic h  he r e a d  M onday m o r n in g .  M onday m o rn in g  
he d e c id e d  to  m a k e  th is  o r d e r  p u b l ic .  On M onday^there w a s  a 
p r iv a te  m e e t in g  w ith  S e c r e t a r i e s  R u sk  and M c N a m a r a  and G e n e r a l  
W h e e le r ,  and it  w a s  a g r e e d  that no fu r th er  im m e d ia te  a c t io n  w a s  
n e e d e d .  On T u e s d a y  (m id -m o r n in g )  the P r e s i d e n t  w a s  inform ed, by  
S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  of the f i r s t  r e p o r t s  of the s e c o n d  a tta ck  on the  
M addox and C. T u r n e r  He w a s  kep t  fu l ly  and p r o m p t ly  in fo r m e d
f r o m  that p o in t  fo r w a r d  on a l l  a c t io n  r e p o r t s .  S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  
g a v e  a b r ie f  d e s c r ip t io n  of the e x i s t in g  s i tu a t io n  at the s c h e d u le d  NSC 
m e e t in g  at noon , and the m a t te r  w a s  th en  d i s c u s s e d  in  d e t a i l  at lunch  
by the P r e s i d e n t  w ith  the tw o S e c r e t a r i e s ,  M r .  M cC o n e , M r .  V ance  
and m y s e l f .  A l l  of u s  e x c e p t  the P r e s i d e n t  had e a r l i e r  en g a g ed  in  a 
d e ta i le d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the  c h o ic e s  of r e p ly  at the P en ta g o n ,  w h e r e  the  
n e c e s s a r y  m i l i t a r y  in fo r m a t io n  w a s  m o s t  r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le .  T h is  
m e e t in g  a t  the P en ta g o n  p r e c e d e d  th e  NSC m e e t in g .

D u r in g  the lu n c h e o n  m e e t in g  w ith  the P r e s i d e n t  the e n t ir e  s i tu a t io n  
w a s  r e v ie w e d  and a c o n s e n s u s  w a s  s w i f t ly  r e a c h e d  on the c o u r s e  of 
a c t io n  on w h ic h  the P r e s i d e n t  d e c id e d .  T h is  d i s c u s s i o n  la s t e d  fo r  
about tw o h ou rs  and w a s  m a r k e d  by th o r o u g h n e s s ,  c la r i t y ,  and an  
a b s e n c e  of s ig n i f ic a n t  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  The m e m b e r s  of the m e e t in g  
s e p a r a te d  th en  fo r  the p u r p o se  of p r e p a r in g  the n e c e j ^ i r y  o r d e r s .
T he P r e s i d e n t  o r d e r e d  th e  sch e d u lin g  of a fu l l  NSC m e e t in g  fo r  6:15  
to  r e v i e w  h is  d e c i s i o n ,  and a m e e t in g  of the L e a d e r s h ip  at 6:45 so  that  
he m ig h t  in fo r m  t h e m .  A t  the 6:15 m e e i in g  it  w a s  c l e a r  that a l l  m e m b e r sO  O

of the NSC w e r e  in  a c c o r d  w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  d e c i s io n ,  and in  th e  m e e t ­
ing  of t h e 'L e a d e r  sh ip  a s i m i l a r  c o n s e n s u s  r e a d i ly  d e v e lo p e d .

M e a n w h ile  in  the S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  and in  the D e f e n s e  D e p a r tm e n t  a l l  the  
n e c e s s a r y  o r d e r s  and c a b le s  w e r e  put s w i f t ly  in  m o t io n  on a c o o r d in a te d  
b a s i s .  The n a tu re  of the  m i l i t a r y  o r d e r s  has - s in c e  b e e n  m a d e  c l e a r  by  
S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a ' s  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e s .  T he d ip lo m a t ic  tra ck  
in c lu d ed  a n u m b e r  of p e r s o n a l  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  the P r e s id e n t ,  im m e d ia te



-  2 -

p la n s  for  a m e e t in g  of the N A C , SEA TO and the S e c u r i ty  C oun cil  (UN), 
and a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  the in i t ia l  d ra ft in g  of a C o n g r e s s io n a l  R e s o lu t io n .

j
The f i r s t  d ra ft  of the C o n g r e s s io n a l  R e s o lu t io n  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  w ith  the  

i L e a d e r s h ip ,  and in  the l ig h t  of th e ir  c o m m e n ts  r e d r a f t s  con tin u ed  in
the evening, and at a b r e a k fa s t  m e e t in g  in  the D e p a r tm e n t  of S tate  

i the S e c r e t a r y  and h is  a s s o c i a t e s  h a m m e r e d  out a s h o r t ,  b a s i c ,  a g r e e d
i _ ■ v e r s i o n  w ith  the b ip a r t is a n  l e a d e r s .  T h is  v e r s io n  w a s  r e v ie w e d  b y  th e
’ P r e s i d e n t  and a p p ro v ed  by h im  im m e d ia te ly  upon h is  r e tu r n  f r o m
; S y r a c u s e .  He had a lr e a d y  d ir e c te d  the p r e p a r a t io n  of an a c c o m p a n y in g

m e s s a g e  w h ic h  he a p p ro v ed  at th is  s a m e  m e e t in g  a.nd w h ic h  w en t  
p r o m p tly  to  the C o n g r e s s  that a f te r n o o n .  M ea n w h ile  at the V/hita H ou se  
the P r e s i d e n t ' s  s ta t e m e n t  to  the p e o p le  w a s  p r e p a r e d  u nder h is  
im m e d ia te  d ir e c t io n ,  and the P r e s id e n t ,  in  ad d it io n  to  h is  o th er  m e e t -  

, in g s ,  c o m m u n ic a te d  w ith  S en a to r  G o ld w a te r .

The t im in g  o f  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  a d d r e s s  to the n a tion  w a s  c o m p le x .  The  
a d d r e s s  m u s t  be s o  t im e d  a s  not to  g iv e  any b a tt le  ad van tage  to the N o rth  
V ie t n a m e s e  but a t  the s a m e  t im e  m u s t  p r e c e d e  any a n n o u n c e m e n t  of 
th e  o p e r a t io n  f r o m  the o th er  s i d e .  The t im e  w h ich  w a s  e v e n tu a l ly  a g r e e d  
m e t  th is  r e q u ir e m e n t  and a t  11:40 the P r e s i d e n t  m ad e  h is  s ta t e m e n t  to  
the n a t io n .

T he P r e s id e n t  a l s o  d e c id e d  in  the c o u r s e  of T u e s d a y  e v e n in g  that the  
s p e e c h  at S y r a c u s e  sh ou ld  be r e la t e d  to th is  s e t  of e v e n t s ,  and he i s s u e d  
in s t r u c t io n s  and g u id e l in e s  fo r  the p r e p a r a t io n  of the s p e e c h  w h ich  he  
d e l iv e r e d  on W e d n e sd a y  m o r n in g .  On W ed n esd a y  the P r e s id e n t  w a s   ̂  ̂
b r ie fe d  by Bundy b e fo r e  he d e p a r te d  for  Syracuse^* ’'On'his ^

, r e tu r n  he r e v ie w e d  and a p p ro v ed  the C o n g r e s s io n a l  R e s o lu t io n  and
: the m e s s a g e  to a c c o m p a n y  it ,  a s  p r e v io u s ly  s ta t e d .  In the c o u r s e  of

the a f te r n o o n  he r e c e i v e d  r e p e a te d  te le p h o n e  r e p o r t s  on the s i tu a t io n  
and th ro u g h  the e v en in g  he kept c l o s e  w a tc h  on  e v e n t s .  On T h u r sd a y  

i: and on F r id a y  the P r e s i d e n t  con tin u ed  to r e c e i v e  fu l l  d ip lo m a t ic  and
i in t e l l ig e n c e  r e p o r t s . ^  The A m e r ic a n  p e o p le  w e r e  kept c o n t in u o u s ly

Lrt- eUa in fo r m e d  by the a p p r o p r ia te  o f f i c e r s  of th e  S tate  and D e f e n s e  D e p a r t -  
m e n ts  . T he C o n g r e s s io n a l  h e a r in g s  on the R e s o lu t io n  p r o c e e d e d ,  
and the R e s o lu t io n  w a s  v o ted  F r id a y  n oon . The P r e s i d e n t  th en  i s s u e d  
h is  s ta t e m e n t  h a il in g  th is  e v e n t .

In th is  s a m e  p e r io d  th e  P r e s i d e n t  p e r s o n a l ly  d ir e c t e d  and v/ound up w ith  
the n e c e s s a r y  v o te s  to  p a s s  h is  P o v e r t y  b i l l  in  the H ou se  of R e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s .  He a l s o  k ep t a c l o s e  e y e  upon the  w o r k  of U nder S e c r e t a r y



B a l l  on  th e  c r i s i s  in  C y p ru s ,  and G overn or  H a r r im a n  on the C ongo ,
and w h i le  t h e s e  s i tu a t io n s  a r e  both  s t i l l  v e r y  t e n s e  and fu l l  of d a n g e r ,  
th e y  h ave  at no t im e  b e e n  b eyon d  the ra n g e  o f  a t ten t io n  of the P r e s id e n t  
and C om m an d er  in  C h ief .

-  3 -
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T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E

WA SH I NG TO N

A u g u st  4 , 1964

M EM O RA N DU M  FOR

M R . BU ND Y

A c c o r d in g  to  NM CC, S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  h a s  h a d  a 
c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  A d m ir a l  Sharp  w ho r e p o r t s  that  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a r e  d e te r io r a t in g  (ap p aren tly  due to  
w e a th e r )  in  a r e a  o f  to d a y 's  a ttack  on the D eSoto  p a tr o l .  
M c N a m a r a  h as  a s k e d  Sharp  to t r y  to ge t  a l l  c o m m u n i­
c a t io n s  a v a i la b le  to h im  an d  h as  b e e n  a s s u r e d  by Sharp  
that he h a s  e v e r y th in g  th ey  h ave  r e c e iv e d .

T h e  s i tu a t io n  h as  a p p a ren t ly  c a lm e d  down w ith  a r e p o r t  
that th r e e  of the a ttack in g  e n e m y  c r a ft  h ave  b e e n  sunk  
a f te r  exp en d in g  m o r e  than 20 to r p e d o e s  in  an e f fo r t  to 
s in k  the M addox and T u r n e r  Joy . T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  no 
p e r s o n n e l  o r  m  a t e r ia l  d a m a g e s  s u f f e r e d  by e i th e r  the 
U .S .  s h ip s ,  a lthough  one in t e r c e p t  DRV m e s s a g e  r e p o r t s  
d a m a g in g  a U. S. a ir c r a f t  (NMCC unable  to p ro v id e  any  
c o n f ir m a t io n  of th is  r e p o r t  at 1630).

T o d a y 's  a c t iv i ty  took  p la c e  in  the s a m e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  a s  
S u nd ay’s a tta ck .  (M addox r e p o r te d  p o s i t io n  at 19. 07 N, 
107. 00 E , and p r o c e e d in g  S E  at t im e  o f  f i r s t  ra d a r  c o n ­
ta c t ) .  (1530 EDT) The l a s t  r e p o r t  f r o m  T ic o n d e r o g a  a i r ­
c r a f t  in d ic a te d  r e s t r i c t e d  -vdsibility and d e te r io r a t in g  
w e a th e r  and no v i s u a l  s ig h t in g s  o f  any e n e m y  v e s s e l s .

A P  and U P I  started p ick in g  up the s to r y  at 1645 E D T .
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T O F - s r c K i r T -

CINCPAC

GULP OP TONKIN ACTION

US. SHIP PATROL

The  JCS d i r e c t e d  CINCPAC t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  G u l f  o f  
T o n k i n  p a t r o l  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  7 A u g u s t .  S h i p s  o f  t h e  
p a t r o l  a r e  n o t  t o  go c l o s e r  t h a n  11 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  t o  
t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m  c o a s t l i n e .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  h o s t i l e  
a t t a c k j  o n l y  a i r c r a f t  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  p u r s u e  an d  a t t a c k  
t h e  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  u p  t o  t h e  t h r e e  n a u t i c a l  m i l e  l i m i t  o f  
t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  c o a s t l i n e .  S h i p s  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e t u r n  
f i r e  i f  a t t a c k e d ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
h o s t i l e  f o r c e s .  (T S )

RESULTS OF OPERATION "PIERCE ARROW"

A t o t a l  o f  6 k  s o r t i e s  w e r e  f l o w n  i n  t h e  a i r  s t r i k e  
a g a i n s t  N o r t h  V i e t n a m  t a r g e t s  o f  V l n h / B e n  T h u y ,  Quang Khe, 
Hon Gay, a n d  t h e  Loc Chao e s t u a r y  ( s e e  m a p ) .  Of 30 
SWATOW's a n d  PT b o a t s  s i g h t e d ,  8 w e r e  d e s t r o y e d ,  6 s e v e r e l y  
d a m a g e d ,  10  m o d e r a t e l y  d a m ag e d ,  a n d  ^ l i g h t l y  d a m a g e d .
One p a t r o l  c r a f t  w as  b e a c h e d  a n d  o n e  s i x  g u n  AAA i n s t a l l ­
a t i o n  w as  s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  9 0  p e r ­
c e n t  dam age  w as  i n f l i c t e d  o n  t h e  POL f a c i l i t y  a t  V l n h .  (T S )

D e t a i l s  o f  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  i n d i v i d u a l  t a r g e t s  a r e  
a s  f o l l o w s :

VINH/BEN THUY/PHUC LOI COMPLEX -  Two s t r i k e s  w e r e  
f l o w n  b y  t w e n t y  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  t h e  USS TICONDEROGA a g a i n s t  
POL s t o r a g e  a n d  PT b o a t s .  The  f i r s t  s t r i k e  d e s t r o y e d  a t  
l e a s t  e i g h t  POL t a n k s ,  s e t  t h e  s t o r a g e  a r e a  a b l a z e ,  an d  
i n f l i c t e d  m o d e r a t e  dam age  t o  f o u r  PT b o a t s  a n d  l i g h t  
dam age  t o  t w o . The  s e c o n d  s t r i k e  d e s t r o y e d  two t o  f o u r  
m o re  POL t a n k s ,  A s i x  g u n  AAA p o s i t i o n  was  s e v e r e l y  
d a m a g e d .  (T S )

QUANG KHE -  One s t r i k e  o f  s i x  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  USS 
TICONDERoGA w as  f l o w n  a g a i n s t  t o r p e d o  b o a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  
I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  o n e  b o a t  w as  d e s t r o y e d  a n d  t h r e e  
w e r e  d a m a g e d .  (T S )

6 Aug 6k N M C C  O P E R A T I O N A L  S U M M A R Y P age 3
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HERE IS A BRIEF RJBUf® OF VJHAT HAS TAKEN PUCE SINCE YOU WENT HOME

THE VINH POL TARGETS WERE ATTACKED WITH ESTIMATED SUCCESS OF 90^. A
RESTRIKE WAS SCHEDULED FOR 0400 ED T.........NO RESULTS OF THIS STRIKE AS YET_____
ACCORDING TO LATER IvESSAGES THE PLANES OH THE RESTRIKE MISSION AÎ E ON 
SCHEDULE.

TfJO AIRCRAFT -̂TERE SEEN TO CRASH INTO IHE HARBOR HJRING THE STRIKE AGAINST 
HON GAY. ..THERE WERE NO BAILOUTS OBSERVED. THE FLIffiT LEADER OF THIS ATTACK 
REPORTS E O i m m  THAT FIVE F I ' s  WERE DESTROYED.

BRITAIN FAS ANNOUNCED THAT SHE WILL CCNDEIv® THE N. VIETNAMESE FT ATTACKS AS 
A BREACH OF THE UN CHARTER VffiEN THE MATTER IS DISCUSSED IN THE SECURITY 
COUHEIL TODAY. ^

THE PRESIDENT IS STILL SCHEDULED TO FLY TO SYRACUSE TODAY AT C93_5.

LATE PILOT REPORTS ON THE LOC CHAO ESTUARY STRIKE ESTBIETE SEVERE DAMAGE 
TO TWO TORPEDOBOATS AND LIGHT DAMAGE TO AiroTHER.

C-eiUiLl-U c <1. 6v\ UamS S j:
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A ugu st  4 ,  1964

S itu a tion  S u m m a r y  - D eSoto  P a tr o l
USS M addox and USS T u rn er  Joy (TU 7 2 .1 .  2)

D T G /E D T  

0 4 1 2 4 0 Z /8 :4 0  A .M .

0 4 1 3 2 6 Z /9 :2 6  A .M .

041336Z /9 .-36  A .M .  

041408Z /10:08  A .M .

041434 Z /1 0 :3 4  A .M .

0 41442Z /10 :42  A .M .

041452Z /10 :52  A .M .  

041515Z/11;15 A .M .

1. Im m in en t  a tta ck  by P - 4  c r a f t  r e p o r te d  by
D eSoto  p a tr o l .  Ships p r o c e e d in g  s o u th e a s t  at 
b e s t  s p e e d .

1. T ic o n d e r o g a  la u n ch ed  2 F - 8  f ig h te r  a ir c r a f t  
and 4 A - 4 D  a ttack  a ir c r a f t .  F o u r  ad d ition a l  
attack  a ir c r a f t  to be la u n ch ed  in  15 m in u te s .

1. T a sk  unit c o m m a n d e r  (in M addox) r e p o r te d  two  
s u r fa c e  cra ft  and th r e e  a ir c r a f t  in  a r e a .

1. U n fr ien d ly  a ir c r a f t  r e p o r te d  by JCS to h ave  d i s -  
s a p p e a r e d .  U n fr ien d ly  sh ip s  not c lo s e in g  - -  
m a in ta in in g  d is ta n c e  of 27 m i l e s .

1. Tw o o r ig in a l  c r a f t  op en ed  to 40  m i l e s .
2. T h r e e  new  u n fr ie n d ly  sh ip s  c l o s e d  to 11 m i l e s

at 40 k n o ts .
3. U .S .  a ir c r a f t  o v e r h e a d  D e so to  P a tr o l  and under

D e so to  C on tro l .
4 .  P h o to s  tak en .

1. USS T u rn er  Joy and USS M addox r e p o r te d  th ey  w e e e  
under a ttack  and c o m m e n c e d  r e tu r n  f ir e  at 04140Z /  
10:40 A .M .

1. D e s o to  P a tr o l  u nder continu ous  to rp ed o  a ttack .

1. M addox r e p o r te d  avo id in g  at l e a s t  s ix  to r p e d o s
and u n der  a ttack  by th r e e  P - 4 ' s .

2. No fr ie n d ly  co m b a t  a ir  P a tr o l  (a ir c r a f t  support)
e x p e c te d  fo r  15 m in u te s .  (O rig in a l C A P  A /C  
p ro b a b ly  r e tu r n e d  to T ic o n d e r o g a  due lo w - f u e l  
s t a t e . )

3 . USS T u rn er  Joy a p p e a r s  to h a v e  sunk one P - 4 .

S E € R S ^

d e c l a s sif ie d  
Authority

NARS, DatP
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T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E

W A S H I N G T O N

F e b r u a r y  19, 1968, M onday, 6:30 P . M .

IN F O R M A T IO N  M EM O RA N DU M

S U B J E C T ; Tonkin  Gulf In c id en t

T he f i r s t  a t ta c k  on the D e s t r o y e r ,  USS M ADDO X, o p e r a t in g  in  the  
Gulf o f  T onkin , took  p la c e  on Sunday, A u g u s t  2, 1964.

O n ,A u g u st  3 the P r e s i d e n t  in s t r u c te d  that the N a v y  con tin u e  the  
p a tr o ls  in  the Gulf and i s s u e d  o r d e r s  that c o m b a t  a ir c r a f t  and the  
two d e s t r o y e r s  a t ta c k  any f o r c e  w h ic h  a t ta c k e d  th e m  in  in te r n a t io n a l  
w a t e r s  w ith  the o b je c t iv e  not on ly  o f  d r iv in g  off the  f o r c e ,  but of 
d estr o y in g  th e m .

On T u e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  4 i n m id - m o r n in g .  S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  
r e p o r te d  a s e c o n d  a t ta c k  on the USS M ADDO X.

T h e r e  fo l lo w e d  a noon m e e t i n g, a li in ch eon  w ith  S e c r e t a r y  R usk,  
S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a ,  M r .  M cC o n e , M r. V ance  and M r . M c G e o r g e  Bundy  
du rin g  w h ic h  the e n t ir e  s i tu a t io n  w a s  r e v ie w e d  and a c o u r s e  of a c t io n  
d e c id e d  upon.

A t  6:15, the N a t io n a l  S e c u r i ty  C o u n c il  m e t  to d i s c u s s  the p r o p o s e d  
a c t io n .

A t  6;45  the L ea d e r sh ip  w a s  in fo r m e d .

T h e  D e f e n s e  D e p a r tm e n t  s e n t  the n e c e s s a r y  m i l i t a r y  o r d e r s  fo r  the  
r e p r i s a l  a t ta ck .

A t  11:40 the P r e s i d e n t  m a d e  a s ta t e m e n t  to the n a tion  v ia  t e l e v i s io n  
a t  w h ic h  t im e  h e  n o t  on ly  an n oun ced  the s e c o n d  a tta ck ,  but a l s o  the  
a c t io n s  tak en  in  r e p r i s a l  a g a in s t  gunboats  and su p p o rt in g  f a c i l i t i e s  in  
N o rth  V ie tn a m  w h ich  h ad  b e e n  u s e d  in  lau n ch in g  the h o s t i l e  o p e r a t io n s  
a g a in s t  U .S .  n a v a l  v e s s e l s .

B r o m le y  S m ith
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S T A T E M E N T  BY  D E F E N S E  D E P A R T M E N T  SPO K ESM AN

Gulf of Tonkin

A ny s u g g e s t io n  that the A u g u st  1964 a t ta c k s  on U .S .  d e s t r o y e r s  
in  the T on k in  Gulf did not o c c u r  i s  c o n tr a r y  to the known f a c t s .

T h e  tw o  a t ta c k s  w e r e  m a d e  on A u gu st  2 and 4 w hen  U. S. d e s t r o y e r s  
w e r e  on p a tro l in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s .  The a t ta c k s  w e r e  s e e n ,  h e a r d ,  
and d e te c te d  e l e c t r o n ic a l ly  by tte  c r e w s  of the s h ip s .

D u r in g  th e  f i r s t ,  d ay ligh t ,  a ttack , photos w e r e  tak en  of the a tta ck in g  
to r p e d o  b o a ts ,  and d a m a g e  w a s  done to  the d e s tr o y e r  by  m a c h in e  
gun b u l l e t s .

T he e v id e n c e  that the d e s t r o y e r s  w e r e  a t ta c k e d  i s  c o n c lu s iv e .
I t  i n c l u d e s ;

A U G U ST 2 A T T A C K

1) V is u a l  s ig h t in g  o f  th r e e  to r p e d o e  b o a ts  m a k in g  d a y lig h t  runs on 
th e  D e s t o r y e r  M ADDOX and f ir in g  a t  l e a s t  four t o r p e d o e s .

2) p h o to g r a p h s  of the a t ta c k e r s  taken  f r o m  sh ip s  and a ir c r a f t .

3) D a m a g e  to the M ADDOX f r o m  N orth  V ie t n a m e s e  f i r e .

A U G U ST 4 A T T A C K

1) R a d a r  t r a c k s  of f a s t ,  s m a l l  c r a f t  p a r r e l l in g  and th en  c lo s in g  in  
on the  D e s t r o y e r s  M ADDOX and TU R N ER  JOY.

2) N u m e r o u s  so n a r  d e te c t io n s  of to r p e d o e s  f ir e d  at the d e s t r o y e r s ,  
r e p o r te d  b y  the so n a r  m a n  w ho m a n n ed  the M A D DO X'S eq u ip m en t  
th rou gh tou t the a ttack .

3) V is u a l  s ig h t in g  b y  an o f f ic e r  and s e v e r a l  c r e w m e n  of the WAKE of a 
to r p e d o  p a s s in g  n e a r  the TU RN ER  JOY.

>.

4) V is u a l  s ig h t in g  of the a t ta ck in g  c r a f t  l it  b y  a ir c r a f t  f l a r e s  and 
by  s h e l l s  f i r e d  du rin g  the e n g a g e m e n t .



5) V is u a l  s ig h t in g  of a s e a r c h  light b e a m  f r o m  one of the  
a tta ck in g  c r a f t .

6) V is u a l  s ig h t in g  of anti a ir c r a f t  f i r e  d ir e c t e d  at A m e r ic a n  
p la n e s  o v e r h e a d .

7) V is u a l  s ig h t in g  f r o m  a ir c r a f t  of the WAKE of a s m a l l ,  f a s t  
c r a f t  n e a r  the d e s t r o y e r s .

P e r s o n s  w ho h ave  e x a m in e d  a l l  of th eev id en ce  can  h a v e  no 
doubt that the M ADDOX tw ic e  and the TU RN ER  JOY o n ce  w e r e  
a t ta c k e d  by N o r th  V ie t n a m e s e  s m a l l  n ava l c r a f t  w e l l  in  in t e r ­
n a t io n a l  w a t e r s  and w ithout p ro v o ca t io n .

D ic ta te d  b y  phone b y  M is s  V a le n t i  (11-70713) 1 2 /2 2 /6 7  
ta k en  b y  C. L . H orn
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S a c r o t a r y  o f  Defense  McNarjara recor:r.iGnd2 d t o  P r e s i d e n t  Jo lmsoa t h a t  
he s c h e d u le  h i s  announco.aent o f  th e  r v i t a l i a t o r ’y a t t a c k  a .^a ins t  t h e  Nox-'th 
Vlotna^iGSQ to rp o d o  b o a t s  anJ  t h e i r  s u ^ ; ;o r t i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  f o r  i l : iJD 
Aui,u3t b ' icausa ;

1 .  By t h a t  t i n s  U.S.  n a v a l  a i r c r a f t  had in  t h e  a i r  on t h e i r  
way t o  t h e i r  ta r^^e ts  approxi i- iately  o a s  hou r ,

2 .  i U n o i ,  th£H>ugh i t s  r a d a r ,  had th e n  raceivoid i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
a t t a c k .

3.  The t i m e  rem a in ing  b e f o r e  t h a  a i r c r a f t  ^ii ' rived o v e r  t h e i r  ta r£ .o t3  
would n o t  i ^ c r a i t  t h a  North Vietnasierie t o  aovo t b s i r  b o a t s  t o  s e a  o r  t o  
a l e r t  t h e i r  i 'Drcas.

4 . '  I t  was i m ^ r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  peop le  o f  o u r  c o u n t ry  l o a m  o f  the  
manner i n  which t h e i r  i^ovcrps^snt was x'uspondini^ t o  t h a  a t t a c k s  on i t s  
v e s s e l s  fro-a t h e i r  P r a s i d o n t  r a t h e i '  than  fji'oni Hanoi wbich was expec ted  
t o  announce t h o  a t t a c k  a t  any rsoscnt .

5 .  I t  w-33 d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  ti 'orth Vietnaraese fiOverncnsnt and o t h e r s  
be t o l d  a s  soon as  p o s s i b l e  t h o  c h a r a c t o r  o f  th e  a t t a c k  — ‘*Cur r e s p o n s e  
f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  and f i t t i n g .  W-3 . . .  know . . .  th-i r i s k s  
o f  s p r e a d in g  c o n f l i c t .  V*e w i l l  saok  no w id s r  w a r . ”

As you knov;, t h e  North V ie tn a n ss e  government d i d  n o t  have t i x e  to  
niove t h e i i ’ f o r c e s ;  o u r  a t t a c k i n ; j  a i r c i ’a f t  found t h e  to rp e d o  b o a t s  a t  
t h o i r  d o ck s ;  tho  a t t a c k  was h i g h l y  s t i c c a s s f u l .

\
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T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E  __

W A S H I N G T O N

F r id a y ,  F e b r u a r y  16, 1968  
S E C R E T ' 1:15 p . m .  -

M R, P R E S ID E N T ;

I had a lo n g  ta lk  w ith  C la rk  C lifford  th is  m o r n in g  co n v ey in g  to  h im  
you r  v ie w s .

He r e c o m m e n d s  that:

- -  B u s  W h e e le r  go out to  V ie t  N am  to m o r r o w  (Saturday);

- -  that y ou  a w a it  f in a l  d e c i s io n  on a p a ck a g e  to  go to  the H ill  
u n til  he r e tu r n s .

I a l s o  ta lk e d ,  a s  in s t r u c t e d ,  w ith  B u s W h e e le r .  He s a y s  that Bob v e r y  
m u ch  w an ts  h im  to  w a it  u n til  a f ter  the Tonkin  Gulf h e a r in g  on T u e sd a y  
b e fo r e  go ing  to S a igon .

He th in k s  i f  he le f t  on W ed n esd a y , F eb .  2 1 s t ,  he cou ld  be b a ck  on 
M onday, F e b .  26 .

T he o p e r a t io n a l  q u e s t io n  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h e th e r  Bob can  be p e r s u a d e d  to  
take  on the T onkin  Gulf p r o b le m  n ex t  T u e s d a y  w ith , s a y .  A d m ir a l  M o o re r .

I h a v e  j u s t  f in i s h e d  ta lk in g  to B ob , who s t i l l  f e e l s  s t r o n g ly  that B us  
W h e e le r  ought to b e  th e r e  fo r  the Tonkin  Gulf h e a r in g .

In s h o r t ,  you r  a d v i s e r s  a p p ear  to a g r e e  that f in a l  d e c i s io n  on the p a ck a g e  
sh ou ld  a w a it  B u s  W h e e le r 's  tr ip :  the q u e s t io n  i s  w h eth er  B u s  l e a v e s  
t o m o r r o w ,  S a tu rd ay , or  on W ed n esd ay .

s to w

d e c l a s s i f i e d  
E .o . 12356, See. 3.4(b) 

W I ^ H o « c  Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983
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T H E  Vv'HlTh H O U S E

W A S  H I N  G T O N

'■POP SEGRET- DINAR S e p te m b e r  4 , 1964
' ^ 1  v<r- 

| . V '

M EM O R A N D U M  F O R  THE P R E SID E N T

S U B J E C T : C h ro n o lo g y  of the Gulf of Tonkin

I a tta ch  the c h r o n o lo g y  of the Gulf of T onk in  a f fa ir  w h ich  you  a s k e d  fo r  
f r o m  M c N a m a r a .  I had s e n t  i t  b a ck  for  c o r r e c t io n  on a coup le  of s m a l l  
p o in ts ,  and I have  r e a d  i t  m y s e l f  to s e e  i f  I co u ld  sa v e  you  any t im e ,  
but m y  c o n c lu s io n  i s  that y ou  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  w ant to  r e a d  i t  a l l  the w ay  
th rou gh  y o u r s e l f  w h en  y o u  have t im e .

T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no e v id e n c e  w h a te v e r  that the t im in g  of y o u r  a n n o u n ce m en t  
a d v e r s e ly  a f f e c t e d  the s u c c e s s  of the o p e r a t io n  in  any w ay . A l l  the 
e v id e n c e ,  in d e e d ,  ru n s  the o th er  w ay . The ap p en d ix  to th is  r e p o r t  sh o w s  
that N orth  V ie t n a m e s e  did have  the a ir c r a f t  in  th e ir  s c r e e n s  b e fo r e  y ou  
sp o k e .  The p o s t - s t r i k e  e s t i m a t e s  show  that th e r e  w a s  no s ig n if ic a n t  
a le r t  in the p o r ts  s tr u c k  b y  the f i r s t  a t ta ck  f r o m  TICONDEROGA. The  
p la n e s  we l o s t  w e r e  l o s t  in  the s e c o n d  s tr ik e  s e v e r a l  h o u rs  la t e r ,  long  
a f te r  a c o m p le te  a le r t  had b e e n  g iv e n  by the f i r s t  a ttack . M o r e o v e r ,  i t  
i s  c l e a r  that y ou  y o u r s e l f  n e v e r  gave  any a s s u r a n c e  of the kind H a lle c k  
c la im e d .  F in a l ly ,  the r e c o r d  of p u blic  d i s c u s s i o n  s u g g e s t s  that G o ld w a te r 's  
c h a r g e s  and H a l le c k ' s  have  b e e n  r e j e c t e d  by  so b e r  c o m m e n ta to r s  and by  
the A m e r ic a n  p e o p le .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  th is  r e c o r d  d o e s  m ak e  i t  c l e a r  that  
w e n a r r o w ly  e s c a p e d  a d a n g e r o u s ly  e a r ly  a n n o u n ce m en t  of the a t ta c k s .
The r e a s o n s  fo r  th is  a r e  fou r:

(1) A d m ir a l  Sharp  and o th er  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  r e p e a te d ly  a s s u r e d  
M c N a m a r a  that i t  w ould  be a s im p le  m a t t e r  to m ou n t an a ir  s tr ik e  in  the  
e a r l y  m o r n in g  in  the G\ilf of T onkin . T h is  a s s u r a n c e  le d  to in i t ia l  p lanning  
b m lt  around  a 7 p . m .  a n n o u n ce m en t  h e r e ,  and w hen  th e s e  e s t i m a t e s  p r o v e d  
g r a v e ly  o p t im is t i c ,  M c N a m a r a  h i m s e l f  b e c a m e  in c r e a s i n g ly  im p a t ie n t
and e a g e r  to g e t  the m a t t e r  announced.

(2) C o m m u n ic a t io n s  in  th is  a r o u n d - th e -w o r ld  o p e r a t io n  w e r e  
s lo w e r  than M c N a m a r a  and Sharp e x p e c te d  th em  to b e .  T h u s ,  th e r e  w e r e  
r e p e a te d  d e la y s  in  g e tt in g  the f in a l  o r d e r s  to e x e c u te  f r o m  W ashington  to 
the c a r r i e r s .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  c o n fu s io n  about t im e  z o n e s  w h ich  c o s t  us  
an hour of p lan n ed  t im e .

(3) T h is  s a m e  t im e  la g ,  in  r e v e r s e ,  m a d e  u s  s lo w  to u n d e rs ta n d  
the d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  the r e a l  o p e r a t io n  and the one w h ich  Sharp and  
M c N a m a r a  had in  th e ir  m in d 's  e y e .  N e ith e r  of th em  k new  u n til  la te  in  the  
e v e n in g ,  our t im e ,  th at  th e r e  w ould  be a t im e  in t e r v a l  of 2 - 1 / 2  h o u rs

TOP DINAR DECLASSIHED 
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b e tw e e n  the f i r s t  la u n ch  and the ac tu a l s t r ik e  in  the c a s e  of TICONDEROGA.  
T h ey  a s s u m e d  40 m in u te s  to one hour.

(4) F in a l ly ,  w e w e r e  a l i t t l e  c a s u a l  in  W ash ington  about ac t in g  
on th is  a c c u r a te  in fo r m a t io n  of TIC O N D ER O G A 's s tr ik e  p lan  w hen  i t  
did a r r iv e .  It w a s  known^t^o M c N a m a r a  in  the P e n ta g o n  and to o f f i c e r s  
in  the S ituation  R oom  h e r e j^ e fo r e  y ou  w en t on the a ir ,  but no one told  
m e  - - o r  y o u  - - a s  fa r  a s  I know. In deed , Bob M c N a m a r a  d o e s  not  
s e e m  to  have  got th is  fa c t  c l e a r ly  in  h is  own m in d , b e c a u s e  in  h is  own  
p r e s s  c o n fe r e n c e  ju s t  a f te r  m id n ig h t  he w r o n g ly  sa id  that the c a r r i e r s  
"have a lr e a d y  con d u cted  a ir  s t r ik e s  a g a in s t  the N orth  V ie tn a m e s e  b a s e s .  "

T he n e t  of th is  i s  that we w e r e  s a v e d  fr o m  r e a l  trou b le  by you r  own s te r n  
and r e p e a te d  i n s i s t e n c e  on p o s i t iv e  a s s u r a n c e  that the p la n e s  w e r e  in  the  
a ir  w e l l  b e fo r e  y ou  sp o k e ,  and by the o th er  fa c t s  c i te d  e a r l i e r .

Bob M c N a m a r a  i s  the a b le s t  m a n  in  the g o v e r n m e n t ,  but w hen  he m a k e s  
a b a s ic  d e c i s io n  and g e ts  up a h ea d  of s t e a m ,  he d o es  not a lw a y s  k eep  
the s h a r p e s t  ey e  out fo r  n ew  e v id e n c e .  O th ers  of us  cou ld  have  b een  
m o r e  a le r t  than w e w e r e  to  h e lp  guard  a g a in s t  th is  one w e a k n e s s  of an 
e x tr a o r d in a r y  m an .

1 4
M cG . B.

TQ P  SEC R E T  DINAR
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I am  attach ing the chronology  of the ev en ts  surrounding  

the str ik e  in the Gulf of Tonkin on A ugust 4 and 5, 1964, 

that the P r e s id e n t req u ested  fro m  S e c re ta r y  M cN am ara.

L. C alifano, J r . 
T he~Special A ss is ta n t

A ttachm en t 
A s sta ted
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T Q i ^  o c c r :

INTRODUCTION

T his is  a ch ro n o lo g ica l account of the even ts  of T uesday, 
A ugust 4, 1964 and W ednesday, A ugust 5, 1964 as they r e la te  to  
the attack s on the d e s tr o y e r s  MADDOX and C  TURNER JOY in 
in tern ation a l w a ters  by p a tro l boats of the N orth V ietn am ese  
N avy and the subsequently  execu ted  r e ta lia to r y  s tr ik e s  aga in st  
the N orth V ie tn a m ese  by naval aircraift fr o m  the USS CO NSTEL­
LATION and TICONDEROGA.

No chronology , of c o u r se , can ev er  hope to capture the fu ll 
flavor  and in ten sity  of th ese  two days in A u gu st. The even ts w ere  
com p lex , the p r e s s u r e s  w ere  grea t. Throughout, h ow ever, a 
num ber of b a s ic  th em es e m e rg e . T here is  the sea r c h  for options, 
as w ord of the secon d  attack  on the d e s tr o y e r s  f i l te r s  in ea r ly  on 
the m orning of A ugust 4th. T h ese  options m u st be shaped not only  
to the im m ed ia te  p ro b lem  of dealing sw iftly  and sharp ly  w ith  the  
P T  Boat B a se s  but m u st, in  the se le c t io n  of additional r e in fo r c e ­
m en ts, d ea l as w e ll w ith the long range s tr a te g ic  im p lica tio n s of 
the s itu ation . T here is  a p er io d  of ca re fu lly  refin in g  th ese  options  
for the P r e s id e n t, the u ltim a te  d e c is io n  r e s t in g  in h is hands.
P lanning the str ik e  o ccu p ies  a good p art of the afternoon of the 
4th, coupled  w ith  the in s is te n t dem and that the attacks on the 
d e s tr o y e r s  be v e r if ie d  c le a r ly  and con v in c in g ly . Throughout 
the even in g , w ord is  aw aited  for  the f ir s t  launch , s ign a llin g  the 
s ta r t of the r e ta lia to r y  r e sp o n se . The lavuiches begin  at 10:43 PM , 
ED T, and the P r e s id e n t g o es  on the a ir  w ith in  the hour to announce 
our action  to the w orld . F in a lly , the s tr ik e  i t s e l f  is  com p leted , 
a rem ark ab ly  su c c e s s fu l op eration .

The chronology has r e lie d  substeintially  on c a b le s , r eco rd in g s , 
m ap s, new s r e le a s e s ,  m in u tes of r e lev a n t m e e tin g s , aind d isc u ss io n s  
w ith M e s s r s . M cN am ara, V ance, Bvuidy, M cNaughton and G eneral 
W heeler.

It m u st be rem em b ered  that m uch of the action  rep orted  is  
o ccu rrin g  sim u lta n eo u sly  at d ifferen t le v e ls  - the Pentagon , in  
CINCPAC H eadquarters H onolulu, Tonkin Gulf, the South China 
Sea, and the ta rg e t a r e a s . M ost of th ese  lo ca tio n s  are in d ifferen t  
tim e zo n es, and rep o rts  of the action  a r r iv e  at d ifferen t in ter v a ls .
F or e a se  of r e fe r e n c e , h ow ever, a ll of the t im e s , u n less  o th er ­
w ise  in d icated , are  W ashington E a stern  D ayligh t T im e .
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Saigon tim e  is  12 hours la ter  than ED T. Gulf of Tonkin /TVĈ  
tim e is  11 hou rs la ter : the D e str o y e rs  in the Gulf of Tonkin kept 
Saigon tim e , w h ile  the C a r r ie r s  th ere u sed  Golf of Tonkin tim e  
beginning in the la ter  afternoon (EDT) of A ugust 4. CINCPAC  
(Honolulu) tim e  is  6 hou rs e a r lie r  than EDT. T hus, for exam ple, 
10:00 AM in W ashington is  10:00 PM  Saigon tim e and 4:00 AM  
Honolulu tim e .

The v a r io u s  ab b rev ia tion s u sed  throughout are th ese:

CINCPAC - C om m an d er-in -C h ief, P a c if ic  - 
A d m ira l Sharp

CINCPACFL.T -  C om m an d er-in -C h ief, P a c if ic  F le e t -  
A d m iral M oore

COMSEVENTHFLiT - C om m ander, Seventh F le e t  -
A d m ira l Johnson

3 P Q P  Q E e i i E ¥
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TUESDAY

AUGUST 4TH, 1964

7:40 AM  (7:40 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon tim e): The MADDOX 
rep o rts  th at an attack  ap p ears im m inent fro m  action s taken by 
u n id en tified  v e s s e l s .  The MADDOX, in  com pany with the C. TURNER  
JOY, is  heading so u th east near the cen ter  of the Gulf of Tonkin in  
in tern ation a l w a ters  ap p roxim ately  65 m ile s  fro m  the n e a r e s t  land. 
T h ese  sh ip s im m ed ia te ly  go on the a le r t . (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  
rep o rt a t about 9:30 A M .)

8:13 AM: F ir s t  w ord of a  p o ss ib le  a ttack  on the MADDOX 
is  r e c e iv e d  at the Pentagon by the DIA Indications C enter over  the  
phone fro m  N SA . W hile on the phone, a copy of the NSA f ie ld  lanit 
m e s sa g e  a r r iv e s  ajid co p ie s  a re  d e liv ered  so m etim e  about 9:00 a .m .  
to  the S e c re ta r y  of D efen se  M cN am ara, and the C hairm an of the  
Joint C hiefs of S taff W h eeler . The m e ssa g e  s ta te s  that th ere  are  
''im m inent p lans of DRV naval action  p o ss ib ly  aga in st DeSoto  
m issio n "  g a th ered  fro m  COlvUNT.

8:36 AM (8:36 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon tim e): The MADDOX 
e s ta b lish e s  i t s  f ir s t  radar con tacts w ith two un identified  su r fa ce  
v e s s e l s  and th ree  vinidentified a ir c r a it . U . S. figh ter  a ir cr a ft  are  
then launched  fro m  the USS TICONDEROGA to provide the MADDOX 
and the TURNER JOY w ith p ro tection  a g a in st p o ss ib le  attack s from  
the u n id en tified  v e s s e l s  and a ir cr a ft , in accord an ce  w ith the  
P r e s id e n t's  p r e v io u s ly  is su e d  d ir e c t iv e s . At th is  tim e , the 
TICONDEROGA is  lo ca ted  app roxim ately  100 n au tica l m ile s  E a st  
N orth  E a st  of Da N ang. (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  rep ort at about 
10:30 A M .)

9:08 AM (9:08 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon tim e): The MADDOX 
rep o rts  that the xinidentified a ir cr a ft  have d isap p eared  fro m  its  
radar s c r e e n  but that the su rfa ce  v e s s e ls  a re  s t i l l  rem ain in g  at 
a d is ta n ce . U . S . a ir c r a ft  fro m  the TICONDEROGA a rr iv e  and 
com m en ce  d e fen siv e  p atro l over the MADDOX and the C. TURNER  
JOY. (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  rep ort at 11:04 A M .)



9:12 AM: M cN am ara c a lls  the P r e s id e n t and te l ls  h im  
about the N SA /D IA  in te llig en ce  w arning he has ju st r e c e iv ed  
that the MADDOX is  on the a le r t again, w ith the p re se n c e  of 
h o stile  sh ip s rep orted .

9 :19 AM: W heeler is  now in r e c e ip t of s e v e r a l m e s sa g e s ,  
including the N SA /D IA  cab le , ind icating  that the MADDOX m ay be 
under attack . He c a lls  A d m ira l G rim m , NMCC, and a sk s w hether  
G rim m  has seen  any m e s sa g e s  on the attack  and w hether CINCPAC  
w ill be able to resp on d  e ffe c t iv e ly . G rim m  rep o rts  that he has 
one m e ssa g e , but has not ta lk ed  to  CINCPAC. W heeler then sa y s  
he w ill c a ll  CINCPAC h im se lf .

9:23 A M :(3:23 AM, A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): W heeler  
c a lls  G eneral M cC utcheon (CINCPAC J -3 ) and a sk s  w hether he 
has r e c e iv e d  any w ord on an im pending attack on the d e s tr o y e r s .  
M cCutcheon sa y s he has no w ord, but w ill im m ed ia te ly  check .
W heeler is  in s is te n t  that the d e s tr o y e r s  "clobber" the a tta ck ers , 
and m ake ev er y  e ffo rt to d estro y  the h o s tile  sh ip s , using  
additional a ir  support, if  req u ired .

*  ❖ *  *

9:25 AM  - 11:25 AM  
TUESDAY. AUGUST 4 

EARLY MEETINGS AT PENTAGON

M cN am ara, Deputy S ecre ta ry  Vcince, G eneral B urch inal,
C olonel J o n es , and A d m ira l M ustin of the Joint Staff m ee t at the 
Pentagon beginning at 9:25 AM  as rep o rts  of the attack  on the  
d e s tr o y e r s  com e in . A s the situation  grow s m ore in ten se , p o ss ib le  
le v e ls  and tim e  of r e ta lia tio n  are d isc u sse d , and ta r g e t fo ld er s  are  
exam in ed . High on the l i s t  are the P T  boats and b a se s  and sup­
portin g  PO L in s ta lla tio n s , but other ta r g e ts  such  as  a ir f ie ld s ,  
in d u str ia l co m p lex es  and b r id g es  are  a lso  scru tin ized . Captain  
M iller  of the N avy, a m ine exp ert, is  a lso  a sk ed  to jo in  the m eetin g  
and the p o s s ib ility  of m in ing one or m ore of the N orth V ietn am ese  
importeint p o rts  is  d is c u s se d . H ere it is  poin ted  out that the m in es  
w ould have to be brought to the c a r r ie r s  fro m  Subic B ay, the P h ilip p in es .
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M cN am ara o rd ers  that m in es  be brought to the c a r r ie r s  as  
soon as  p o s s ib le . B urchinal in form s M cN am ara that a 
r e ta lia to r y  attack  can take p la ce  at f ir s t  lig h t. M cN am ara, 
during th is  t im e , c a lls  the P r e s id e n t, in form s him  that a 
re ta lia to r y  attack  is  being planned, and te l ls  the P r es id en t  
that he w ill  c a ll S ecre ta ry  R usk and P r e s id e n tia l A ss is ta n t  
Bundy to jo in  h im  in p reparing a num ber of options to be 
p re se n ted  to the P r e s id en t as soon as p o ss ib le . *

D uring th ese  d is c u s s io n s , M cN am ara d evelop s four 
options for  a sharp lim ited  blow  and one option for continuous 
p r e ssu r e  a g a in st the N orth V ie tn a m ese . The four options for  
the sharp lim ite d  blow  are:

1. A ir  s tr ik e s  aga in st P T  boats and th eir  b a s e s .
2. A ir  s tr ik e s  aga in st p etro leu m  in sta lla tio n s .
3. A ir  s tr ik e s  on b r id g es .
4 . A ir  s tr ik e s  on p r e st ig e  ta r g e ts , such  as a 

s te e l plant.

The option for  continuing p r e ssu r e  aga in st the N orth V ietn am ese  
i s  to m in e im portant p orts  along th eir  co a stlin e .

M cN am ara, about 11:00 AM, sum m ons R usk , Bundy, 
and the JCS and they a rr iv e  sh o rtly  th erea fter .

W heeler le a v e s  W ashington, D. C. at 10:30 AM  to keep  
a p r e v io u s ly  arran ged  appointm ent w ith the New York T im es  
ed ito r ia l board for a liincheon and o ff -th e -r e c o r d  d isc u ss io n .
He a r r iv e s  in  N ew  York at noon, and ten  m in u tes la ter  is  ca lled  
by M cN am ara, who t e l ls  h im  to f in ish  up h is  b u sin ess  and retu rn  
to the P en tagon . W heeler le a v e s  New York at 3:00 PM , a r r iv e s  
at the P entagon  at 4:30 PM , and im m ed ia te ly  m ee ts  w ith B urch inal.

❖ ❖ *  ❖

^M cN am ara m ade th ree  c a lls  to the P r e s id en t during th is p er iod  
at 9:43 AM , 10:53 AM  and 11:06 AM .
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9:26 AM (9:26 PM , A ugust 4 , Saigon tim e): The c a r r ie r s  
rep o rt to  CINCPAC statin g  that pursuzint to JCS ord ers is su e d  
on A ugust 2, they have launched a com bat a ir  p atro l over the  
d e s tr o y e r s , c o n s ist in g  of 2 F - 8 s ,  2 A -3 s ,  a n d 4 A - l s .

9:30 AM  (9:30 PM , A ugust 4 , Saigon tim e): A dditional 
v e s s e l s  a re  o b serv ed  on the MADDOX radar s c r e e n s , and th ese  
v e s s e ls  begin  to c lo s e  rap id ly  on the d estro y er  p atro l at sp eed s  
in  e x c e s s  of 40 k n ots. A s the attack ing cra ft continue to  c lo s e  
rap id ly  fro m  the w e st and south , the MADDOX eva lu ates th eir  
in ten tion s i s  hottifiiie. (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is m e ssa g e  at 1 1 :20 .)

9:32 AM (3:32 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): G rim m  
(NMCC) con tacts the CINCPAC duty o ff ic e r , M ajor R osenbaiim . 
G rim m  rep o rts  that the NMCC has ju st r e c e iv e d  w ord fro m  the 
MADDOX that a p o ss ib le  attack  ap p ears im m inent fro m  PT  
b o a ts, wajits to  know i f  a ir  co v er  is  a v a ila b le , and what has been  
done to supply th e d e s tr o y er s  w ith an e ffec tiv e  resp o n se  cap ab ility . 
G riinm  in d ica tes  that add itional m e a su r e s , beyond th o se  d irec tly  
in vo lv ing  the d e s tr o y e r s , a re  being c o n sid ered  in W ashington.
The duty o ff ic e r  has no in form ation  about the s itu ation  but adds 
that M cC utcheon i s  on h is  way in . G rim m  say s that he w ill arran ge  
for  aji open lin e  betw een  CINCPAC and W ashington, and te l ls  the  
CINCPAC rep re sen ta tiv e  that th is  i s  a "hot on e."

9:52 AM (9:52 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon tim e): The d e s tr o y er s  
rep o rt that th ey  a re  under continuous torpedo attack  and a re  engaged  
in  d e fen siv e  coxinterfire aga in st N orth V ietn am ese  p a tro l b o a ts . 
(NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e ssa g e  at 11:39 AM and 11:42 A M .)

10:04 A M (4:04 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): M cC utcheon  
c a lls  B u rch in a l, who is  then in  M cN am ara's o ffice . B urch inal 
te l ls  h im  that the Pentagon has ju st r e c e iv e d  a "flash" that the 
d e s tr o y e r s  a r e  under attack . M cC utcheon r e p lie s  that he has not 
see n  it  y e t , but in d ica tes  that the f le e t  and the C arrier  T ask  F o r c e  
have been  a le r te d . The TICONDEROGA, about 15 m inutes away 
fro m  the d e s tr o y e r s  by a ir , is  a le r ted . So i s  the CONSTELLATION, 
w hich had le ft  Hong Kong y esterd a y  and is  headed south . B urch inal



s ta te s  that the CONSTELLATION w ill be ord ered  to m ove into  
p osition  off South V ietnam , in  the v ic in ity  of the TICONDEROGA.
He a lso  t e l ls  M cCutcheon that a p o ss ib le  r e ta lia to ry  s tr ik e  is  
being co n s id ered  aga in st N orth V ie tn a m ese  b a se s  and a sk s h im  
to  take a look  at som e of the p o ss ib le  ta r g e ts  if ,  in  fa c t, an 
attack  i s  c a r r ie d  out aga in st the d e s tr o y e r s . B urch inal m entions  
that M cN am ara i s  co n sid er in g  a new  se t  of r u le s  of engagem ent.

10;15 AM (10:15 PM , A ugust 4 , Saigon tim e): The destroyers  
rep o rt that th ey  have avoided  torp ed o es and have sxink one of the 
attack ing cra ft. (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  at 11:52 A M .)

10:19 AM (4 :1 9  AM, A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): M cN am ara  
c a lls  Sharp and a sk s  w hether he has see n  the m e s sa g e s  regarding  
a p o ss ib le  a ttack  on the MADDOX. Sharp sa y s  he has ju st a rr iv ed  
at the CINCPAC Com m and C enter and that the m e s sa g e s  a re  in .
They d isc u ss  the ''kill" cap ab ility  of the MADDOX and the TURNER  
JOY, M cN am ara is  partic\alarly  in te r e s te d  in a ssu r in g  that the 
d e str o y er s  have w hatever they n eed  in  the w ay of com p lete  support, 
a ir  and s e a . M cN am ara te l ls  Sharp to  m ake i t  " p erfectly  c lear"  
to  the d e s tr o y er s  that the ob jective  is  to  " d estroy  the attacking  
c ra ft ."  M cN am ara a ls o  in d ica tes  that a m od ifica tion  of the ru le s  
of engagem ent is  being sen t to  Sharp. (See 10:33 entry  b e lo w .)

10:33 AM; A m e ssa g e , p e r so n a lly  s ign ed  M cN am ara, is  
sen t fro m  the JCS to  CINCPAC m odify ing the ex istin g  rviles of 
engagem ent for  the d e s tr o y er s  and th e ir  supporting a ir cr a ft .
Under the old  r tile s , in  even t of a ttack  in  in tern ation a l w a ters  
(11 m ile s  o ffsh ore  or m ore)) U .S . F o r c e s  w ere  to  d estro y  the 
a tta ck ers , but hot p u rsu it of attacking fo r c e s  into h o s tile  w aters  
or a ir sp a ce  w as not authorized  (JCS M essa g e  7681, A ugust 2,
1964) and the d e s tr o y er s  w ere  to approach the N orth V ietn am ese  
co a stlin e  no c lo s e r  than 11 m ile s .  Com bat a ir  p atro l w as 
r e s tr ic te d  to  daylight hours and m ain tained  seaw ard  of the  
d e str o y er s  so  as to p reclu d e any p o ss ib ility  of overfly in g  N orth  
V ietnam . (JCS M essa g e  7680, July 2, 1964) Under the new  
ru le s  (JCS M essa g e  7700), the c lo s e s t  approach to  the N orth
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V ietnam  c o a stlin e  for  the d estro y er  p atro l i s  11 n au tica l m ile s ,  
and in  the even t of a h o s t ile  attack , a ir c r a ft  only are  authorized  
tb pu rsue and attack  the h o s tile  fo r c e s  up to  the th ree  m ile  lim it  
of the N orth  V ie tn a m ese  c o a st lin e . The m e ssa g e  a lso  d irected  
that the CONSTELLATION be m oved  into the a rea  off South 
V ietnam , w ith the ex a ct location  a t the d iscre tio n  of the com m ander. 
(Note: A t 5:19 AM, A ugust 2, the CONSTELLATION w as ord ered  
to  s lip  qu ietly  out of Hong Kong. The CONSTELLATION departed  
Hong Kong at 6:01 PM  and p roceed ed  south tow ard the G\ilf of 
T o n k in .)

10:42 AM (10:42 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon tim e): The 
d e str o y er s  rep o rt that th ey  have evaded add itional torp ed oes and 
have s\ink another of the attacking c ra ft . Other p ro tectiv e  a ircra ft  
have a r r iv e d  overh ead , but w eather and darkn ess a re  ham pering  
th eir  a c t iv it ie s .  (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is m e ssa g e  at 11:37 A M .)

10:52 AM (10:52 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon tim e): The MADDOX 
rep o rts  that the d e s tr o y e r s  are  s t i l l  \inder attack . (NMCC r e c e iv e s  
th is  m e s sa g e  at 12:24 P M .)

10:55 AM (4:55 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): M iller  of 
Joint Staff c a lls  CINCPAC and d irec ts  that naines be p laced  aboard  
the TICONDEROGA.

10:59 AM (4:59 AM, A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): Sharp c a lls  
B urch inal in  M cN am ara's o ffice , and a d isc u ss io n  of p o ss ib le  
ot>tions for  a re ta lia to ry  str ik e  e n su e s . Sharp su g g ests  HON NE,
HON M E, BEN THUY, and QUANG KHE. B urch inal in d ica tes  
that a num ber of options along th ese  and other lin e s  are  being  
c o n s id e re d . Sharp sa y s  that a s tr ik e  could  be ca rr ie d  out - -  
•'All you have to  do i s  sa y  so ” - -  s ta te s  that an arm ed  reco n n a issa n ce  
along the N orth V ie tn a m ese  co a st w ould be advantageous, and points 
out that the CONSTELLATION, about 350 m ile s  from  the d e s tr o y er s , 
is  com ing in  to  provid e support. Sharp sa y s , "She could  go in th ere  
r igh t now and support th em  , . . w e 'v e  sp eed ed  her up to  get her  
down th ere  a s fa s t  as p o s s ib le ."  T h ere i s  a ls o  ta lk  of providing  
the c a r r ie r s  w ith a m in ing cap ab ility . B urch inal te l ls  Sharp that 
M cN am ara w ants h im  to  get a m in ing cap ab ility  on the TICONDEROGA
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as quick ly a s  p o s s ib le . Sharp say s that it m ight take about 
48 hours to ach ieve  the cap ab ility , the p rob lem  being to get 
the m in es  aboard the c a r r ie r s . He a lso  rep o rts  that he has 
a m e ssa g e  ind icating that the d e s tr o y e r s  are under continuous 
torpedo a ttack s.

11:18 AM  (5:18 AM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): Sharp 
c a lls  B urch inal and p ro v id es  h im  w ith  the la te s t  situation  rep o rt  
on the attack . A ccord in g to Sharp, the d e s tr o y er s  w ere  exch an g­
ing f ir e  w ith  the p atro l boats and the MADDOX had dodged at 
le a s t  fiv e  to rp ed o es . Sharp then su g g e sts  that the LOG CHAO 
estu ary  be added to any l i s t  of ta rg e ts  s in ce  he now has in fo rm a ­
tion  it is  being  u sed  as  a hiding p la ce  for  the P T  b o a ts . When 
Sharp m entions the d e s ir a b ility  of an arm ed  reco n n a issa n ce  "at 
f ir s t  light" along the c o a st lin e , B urch inal m ak es it  ab so lu tely  
c lea r  that M cN am ara is  s e r io u s ly  co n sid er in g  m ore s e v e r e  
action . He a lso  in d ica tes  that th ere  is  a d e s ir e  to act "at the f ir s t  
ligh t background. " He t e l ls  Sharp that S ecre ta ry  of State R usk is  
on h is way to the P entagon , and that m ee tin g s  w ill be held  la ter  
at the White H ou se. Sharp r e ite r a te s  that it w ill  take about 48 
hours to attain  a m ining capability .

11:30 AM  (11:30 PM , A ugust 4, Saigon tim e): The 
CONSTELiLATION r e c e iv e s  a p re lim in a ry  a lertin g  m e ssa g e  stating  
that for planning p u rp o ses  "there is  a stron g  p o s s ib ility  you w ill  
be d irec ted  on sh ort n otice  to la y  on arm ed  reco n n a issa n ce  at 
sea  aga in st Swatows or r e p r is a l attack aga in st Swatow b a se s  such  
as QUANG KHE, BEN THUY or PHUC LOI. " At th is  tim e , the 
CONSTELLATION is  heading in a south sou th w est d irectio n  to 
jo in  the TICONDEROGA.
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11:20 AM - 12:30 PM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

JCS MEET

BUNDY AND RUSK ARRIVE AT PENTAGON

11:20 A M : At M cN am ara's c a ll ,  the JCS m e e t in M cN am ara’s 
dining room  w ith Vance and M cN am ara. P r e se n t  a re  A cting  
C hairm an L eM ay, A d m ira l M cDonald, G en eral Johnson, G en eral 
G reen e, G eneral G oodpaster, B urch inal, M ustin and Joint Staff 
a s s is ta n ts .  M cN am ara in form s the JCS that he has c a lle d  the 
P r e sid en t and that he is  in te r e s te d  in a quick cap ab ility  to resp on d .

11:38 AM: R usk and Greerat (Deputy A ss is ta n t S e cre ta ry  of 
State, F ar  E a stern  A ffa irs) a r r iv e  at the JCS m eetin g . At M cN am ara’s 
d irectio n , B urch inal b r ie fs  R usk.

11:40 AM: Bundy a r r iv e s  a t JCS m eetin g . M cN am ara  
b r ie fs  Bvindy. M cN am ara d e sc r ib e s  the f iv e  options l is te d  on page 5 
above. M cN am ara in form s the group that he has is su e d  o rd ers  
to  have m in es  m oved  fro m  Subic B ay into Da N ang. T here is  a 
d isc u ss io n  of re ta lia to ry  m e a s u r e s . M cN am ara and Brandy d isc u ss  
the advantages and d isadvan tages o f a sharp  lim ite d  blow  such  as  
a ir  s tr ik e s  a n d /o r  the continixing p r e ssu r e  of m ining the North  
V ietn a m ese  c o a st . M cN am ara te l ls  LeM ay that the JCS sho-uld w ork  
up recom m en d ation s for  im m ed ia te  action , then recom m en d ed  action s  
fo r  24, 48 ajid 60 hours ahead, w ith sp e c ia l em p h asis  on r e in fo r c e ­
m en ts , such  as the m ovem en t of B -5 7 s  into South V ietnam  and f ig h te r - 
in ter c ep to r s  into the P h ilip p in es .

12:04 P M : M cN am ara, Rusk, Bundy, G reeny (State D e p t .) 
and V ance m ove to M cN am ara's o ff ice , w h ile  the JCS continue  
m eetin g  in M cN am ara’s dining room . A t th is  m eetin g  the options 
a r e  e s s e n t ia lly  refin ed  to th ree:

1. Sharp lim ite d  s tr ik e s  a g a in st such  ta r g e ts  as PT  
b o a ts, PT  b a s e s , o il d epots, e tc .

2 . Continviing p r e ss u r e , i . e . ,  m in ing the V ietnam  c o a st .
3. A  com bination of both.
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12:20 P M : M cN am ara, R usk, Bundy and G reene depart 
for White H ouse. Vance g oes into M cN am ara's dining room  to  
a sk  JCS if  it  w ould m ake any d ifferen ce  w hether the re ta lia to ry  
s tr ik e s  w ere  conducted  at f ir s t  lig h t. JCS te l l  Vance that the tim e  
of attack  w ould m ake no d ifferen ce  fro m  a m ilita ry  standpoint but 
that few er  p eop le  would be at the PT  boat b a se s  and supporting  
in s ta lla tio n s  at f ir s t  ligh t.

12:25 PM: V ance departs for the White H ouse. The JCS 
continue m eetin g  vintil 1:49 PM . D uring th eir  m eetin g , at JCS 
d irectio n , B urch inal c a lls  M cN am ara at White H ouse to r e c o m ­
m end the sharp lim ite d  resp o n se  option.

>i< « *  ❖

12:40 - 3:00 PM  

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING  

LUNCH WITH THE PRESIDENT

A r eg u la r ly  sch ed u led  N ational S ecu rity  C ouncil M eeting  
cen ter in g  on the C yprus situation  is  in p r o g r e s s  when M cN am ara, 
R usk, and Bundy a r r iv e  at the White H ouse. M cNam ara b r ie fs  the 
p a r tic ip a n ts* , including the P re s id en t, on the ava ilab le  d e ta ils  of 
the attack  on the d e s tr o y e r s . R usk in d ica tes  that he, M cN am ara, 
and the JCS are  develop in g a se t of op tion s, but that they are  not 
su ffic ien tly  re f in ed  for p resen ta tio n  at that tim e .

A t a lunch, w hich began about 1:04 PM  and ended about 
2:50 PM , fo llow in g  the NSC m eetin g , the typ es of r esp o n se  and the 
ta r g e ts  are  key  to p ic s . R usk, M cN am ara, M cCone, Biandy, and 
V ance are  w ith  the P r e s id e n t at lunch.

♦ P r e se n t a re  R obert K ennedy, M cCone, M cD erm ott, B a ll, Talbot, 
D illon , R ow an, R eed y, V alen ti, C lifton , B rom ley  Sm ith, and K om er.
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The P r e s id e n t a g r e e s  that a f ir m , sw ift re ta lia to ry  s tr ik e  m u st  
be c a r r ie d  out. H erd, a gen era l co n sen su s is  form ed  on the  
approach fin a lly  taJken in  the JCS m e ssa g e  to CINCPAC, d eveloped  
la te r  that a fternoon , ordering the s tr ik e s  in to  execu tion  a g a in st  
the PT  boats lo ca ted  at b a se s  PORT W ALLUT, HON GAY, PHUC  
LOI and QUANG KHE and LOG GHAO estu a ry  and the o il depot at 
VINH. (See the 5:19 PM  entry  b e lo w .)  The m in ing option , as  
w e ll a s  an attack  on HAIPHONG.; ia  r e jec te d . The P r e s id en t  
a sk s how  long it  would taJce to  execu te  the s tr ik e . M cN am ara  
e s t im a te s  fro m  th e ad v ice  he has r e c e iv e d  that a s tr ik e  cou ld  be  
launched at about 7:00 PM , (7:00 AM, Saigon tim e ) . The P r e s id e n t  
su g g e sts  that M cN am ara c a ll the JGS to  co n firm  the tim e , but 
M cN am ara sa y s he wants to  w ork it  out ca re fu lly  w ith the JGS on 
h is  retu rn  to  the P entagon .

* * :fc sj!

12:22 P M  Sharp c a lls  B urch inal and g iv e s  h im  the la te s t  
situ ation  rep o rt on the torpedo fir in g s  a t the d e s tr o y e r s . E stim a te s  
a re  that 3 to  6 P T  B oats are  engaged, w ith two rep orted  sxink, no 
enem y a ir c r a ft  a re  rep orted  in the a rea , and a ir cr a ft  (10 A - l s ,
2 F -8 s )  fro m  the GONSTELLATION a r e  on sta tion  over the  
d e s tr o y e r s . Sharp a sk s  that the d e s tr o y er s  be g iven  p e r m iss io n  
to  pursue PT  B oats to  the th r e e -m ile  lim it , and that a ir c r a ft  be  
p erm itted  to  engage in  hot pu rsu it over  N orth V ietn am ese  te r r ito r y .  
B u rch in al a d v ise s  h im  that the rxiles of engagem ent a re  being  
c o n s id e re d  by M cN am ara and the JGS. B u rch in al a d v ise s  Sharp  
to  dig out ta r g e t m a ter ia l on PHOC LOI, QUANG KHE, and the  
VINH o il  co m p lex ,

12:32 PM  (12:32 AM Saigon tim e , A ugust 5): The d e s tr o y er s  
rep o rt that at le a s t  two enem y cra ft have been  sunk, but that low  
c e il in g s  continue to  ham per the a ir cr a ft  o p era tion s. (NMGG r e c e iv e s  
th is  rep o rt about 1 1 /2  to 2 hours la t e r .)

12:54 PM  (12:54 AM Saigon t im e , A ugust 5): In addition to  
the torp ed o attack , the TURNER JOY rep o rts  that during the  
en gagem en t sh e  w as f ir e d  upon by autom atic w eapons w hile  being  
illtim in ated  by se a r c h lig h ts . (NMGG r e c e iv e s  th is rep ort about 
1 1 /2  to  2 hours la te r .)

lirtaa&s Vi. v _ \
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12:57 PM  (6:57 AM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): CINCPAC  
sends m e ssa g e  to JCS recom m end ing  that authority be granted  
to conduct pu n itive U. S. a ir  s tr ik e s  as soon as p o ss ib le  aga in st  
BEN THUY, HON IvlE, QUANG KHE, and LOG GHAO. (NMGG 
r e c e iv e s  th is  m e s sa g e  at 1:27 P M .)

1:01 PM  (7:01 AM, A ugust 4 , GINGPAG tim e): Sharp  
c a lls  B u rch in a l and rep o rts  two je t  a ircra ft have been  sigh ted  
fly in g  out of HAINAN as far south as DA NANG. Sharp sa y s  
that w e cannot afford  to p erm it h o s tile  a ir cr a ft  to f ly  over c a r r ie r s .  
Sharp then quotes p rop osed  m e ssa g e  on ru les  of engagem ent for  
aircraift w hich  w ould grant authority to d e c la re  h o stile  and engage  
any N orth V ie tn am ese/G h iG om  a ircra ft w hose action s show  
w ithin a " reason ab le  certa in ty"  that an attack on U. S. fo r c e s  
is  intended. B u rch in al a g r e e s  that the m e ssa g e  should be sen t  
if  n eed ed  for the sec u r ity  of GINGPAG F o r c e s , w ill note Sharp's 
com m ents for  the JGS, ajid te l ls  Sharp that a m eetin g  is  now  
going on at the W hite H ouse.

n a.■O
1:03 P M : Bob H a y «  at the White H ouse Situation R oom  

c a lls  Gol. N ick o ls  at P entagon  Gommand G enter and a d v ise s  that 
the NSG m eetin g  has ju st broken up. M cN am ara, M cGone, R usk, 
Bundy, and V ance have now gone to lunch w ith  the P r e s id en t. 
Situation R oom  w ants to be su re  that the la te s t  r ep o rts  from  the 
d e s tr o y e r s  are  forw ard ed  at on ce .

1:24 P M : M cN am ara, s t i l l  at White H ou se, c a lls  B urch inal 
at P en tagon . B u rch in al t e l ls  h im  that Sharp had rep orted  the  
p r e se n c e  of h o s t ile  a ir cr a ft  (probably IL -2 8 's )  fly in g  out of HAINAN  
and w as is su in g  a "to engage" order if the sec u r ity  of h is fo r c e s  
w as th reaten ed  by enem y a ir  (s e e  the 1:01 entry  above). M cN am ara  
is  in s is te n t  that fa s te r  situation  rep o rts  be obtained fro m  the 
MADDOX and a sk s  that Sharp try  to contact the d estro y er  by rad io . 
B urch inal a d v ise s  that the JGS have se le c te d  the option involving  
air s tr ik e s  a g a in st PHUG L.OI, QUANG KHE, LOG GHAO, and 
the VINH-PHUG LOI o il com p lex .

m m  '  ~
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1:27 PM  (1:27 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The D estro y er  
D iv ision  C om m ander on the MADDOX sends a "F lash" m e ssa g e  to  
CINCPACFLiT, w ith  JCS on the in form ation  l i s t .  The "Flash"  
sta tes  that a rev ie w  of the action  m ak es m any rep orted  con tacts  
and torp ed oes f ir e d  "appear doubtful". "F reak  w eather e ffects"  
on rad ar, and " o v er-ea g er"  son arm en  m ay have accotinted  for  
m any r e p o r ts . "No visxial sightin gs"  have been  rep orted  by the  
MADDOX, and th e C om m ander su g g e sts  that a "com plete  evaluation"  
be Tondertaken b e fo re  any fu rther a ctio n . (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  
rep o rt about 1 1 /2  to  2 hours la t e r .)  (Note: Sharp rep ea ts  the  
su bstan ce of th is  m e ssa g e  to  B u rch in al. See the 1:59 PM  and 
2:08 PM  en tr ie s  b e lo w .)

1:28 PM  (7:28 AM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e); F o llow ing  up 
M cN am ara’s req u est, B urch inal c a lls  Sharp and a sk s  for  a status  
rep ort on the en gagem en t. Sharp rep orts  that tw o P T  B oats have  
been  sunk but i s  vincertain a s  to  the to ta l n\im ber in vo lved  and say s  
that som e 13 to rp ed o es have b een  launched . A lso , he rep orts  that 
th ere  is  so m e  in d ica tion  of enem y a ir cr a ft  in  the a rea  but sa y s  that 
a ir cr a ft  fro m  both the TICONDEROGA and CONSTELLATION a re  
on the s c e n e . B u rch in al a sk s Sharp to  obtain a d irec t radio rep ort  
from  the sh ip s engaged .

1:30 P M (1:30 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The d estro y ers  
rep ort that the attack ing cra ft had apparently  broken off the  
en gagem en t. The MADDOX and TURNER JOY a r e  d irected  to  
res\im e  th e ir  p a tro l in  the Gulf of Tonkin at daylight on the 5th of 
A ugust. (NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e s sa g e  about 1 1 /2  to  2 hours la te r .)

1:59 PM  (7:59 AM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): Sharp c a lls  
B urch inal and sa y s  that he cannot con tact sh ip s by v o ic e  rad io , 
but te l ls  h im  that he has sen t m e s sa g e  req u estin g  that situation  
rep orts  be exp ed ited . A s for the com m u nication  lin k  betw een  
CINCPAC and the d e s tr o y e r s . Sharp sa y s  that "our F la sh  m e ssa g e s  
have choked up the c ir c u it . I have ju st to ld  everybody to knock off 
u sin g  F L A S H ." Sharp sa y s  that the la s t  m e s sa g e  fro m  the sh ips  
rep o rts  that fr e a k  w eather is  a ffectin g  radar p erfo rm a n ce , w ith  
m ajiy con tacts  and torpedo  runs doubtftil. Sharp sa y s  that the 
MADDOX i t s e l f  has rep o rted  no v isu a l s ig h tin g s, and over-an x iou s
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son arm en  m ay  have accoim ted  for  what they erro n eo u sly  thought 
to  be to rp ed o es .

2:08 PM  (8;08 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): Sharp a d v ises  
B u rch in al that th e la te s t  s itu ation  rep o rt in d ica tes  that th ree  PT  
boats have been  svink, and that the w eather i s  d eter iora tin g  and  
ham perin g a ir cr a ft  o p era tion s. Sharp e x p r e s s e s  the v iew  that 
th ere  is  no doubt that a torpedo attack  did occu r, but adds that m any  
of the rep orted  torpedo attack s m ay have been  due to  in accu ra te  
sonar r e p o r ts . "W henever th ey  get k eyed  up on a thing lik e  th is ,  
everyth in g  they hear on the sonar is  a torpedo, ” sa y s  Sharp.

SN 5i« ❖ *

3:00 PM  - 5:15 PM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4

MEETINGS AT THE PENTAGON  
THE STRIKE EXECUTE MESSAGE IS DRAFTED

A tlthe P entagon , the Joint C hiefs begin  th e ir  m eetin g  at 
3:00 PM *. M cN am ara and V ance a r r iv e  at 3:06 PM  aind in form  
the C hiefs that the P r e s id e n t w ants the s tr ik e s  to  take p la ce  at 
7:00 PM  W ashington tim e , if  p o s s ib le , and at the fo llow ing ta rg e ts:  
P T  boats and b a se s  at QUANG KHE, PHOC LOI, PORT W ALLUT, 
HON GAY and LOG CHAO, and the o il com p lex  at VINH. The 
JCS a g ree  w ith th is  p ro p o sa l. A t about 3:25 PM , B urch inal a le r ts  
Sharp by phone and g iv es  h im  the ta r g e ts  to  be attacked  and the  
tim e  of a ttack . A t 4:42 PM , M cN am ara and V ance retu rn  to  the 
JCS m ee tin g . M cN am ara s ta te s  that the tim e  of the s tr ik e  is  
im p ortant, fo r  th ere  w ill  be no announcem ent vintil the s tr ik e  
gets  under w ay. M cN am ara r ev iew s  the str ik e  m e ssa g e  w hich  
o r ig in a lly  read s "By 0700 lo c a l tim e  5 A ugust or as soon  th erea fter  
as w eath er p erm its  conduct attack" and changes it  to  "By 0700  
lo c a l  5 A ugust conduct a o n e -t im e  m axim um  e ffo rt attack",

* Throughout the afternoon , W h eeler , L eM ay, M cD onald, Johnson, 
G reen e , B u rch in a l, G oodpaster, M ustin , G en era l C arro ll 
and S e r v ice  and Joint Staff a s s is ta n ts  are  p resen t at v a r io u s  
in te r v a ls .
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and that " if w eath er  p rec lu d es m eetin g  the above tim e  of attack , 
p ro ceed  so o n est, and n otify  JCS A S A P .” (The m ajor part of the  
m e ssa g e  i s  quoted in the 5:19 PM  entry  b e lo w .) A lso  during the  
m eetin g , the deploym ent and a lertin g  of re in fo rcem en ts  to  the 
a rea  is  consj.dered, te llin g  p roof of our d e s ir e  to  e sc a la te  if  
w e h a d t o .y ^ h e s e  a re  d iv ided  into th ree  c a te g o r ie s . In the F ir s t  
ca teg o ry  a re  th o se  fo r c e s  o rd ered  deployed as soon as p o s s ib le .  
They c o n s is t  of the 1st CVS Group (the K ea rsa g e , 4 d e s tr o y e r s , 
and 3 d estro y er  e sc o r ts )  w hich would be m oved  fro m  Japan to  the 
South China Sea; a M arine S p ec ia l Landing F o r c e  (1600 m en , 24 
h e lic o p te r s , the V a lley  F o rg e  and supporting Craft) to  be m oved  
fro m  Subic Bay to  the v ic in ity  of Da Nang; the 9th M arine E x ­
p ed ition ary  B rig a d e , co n s ist in g  of 6500 m en to be m oved  fro m  
Okinawa to  the South China Sea; an F -1 0 1  R eco n n a issa n ce  T ask  
F o r c e  to  be m oved  fro m  Shaw A F B  to  Kadena and a CVA T ask  
Group, c o n s ist in g  of the R anger and 4 d e s tr o y er s  to  be m oved  
fro m  the 1st F le e t  to  W ESTPAC.

The Second ca teg o ry  a re  th o se  fo r c e s  a le r te d  for  deploym ent 
im m ed ia te ly  upon the r e c e ip t of p o lit ic a l c le a r a n c e . T h ese  w ill  
c o n s is t  of 2 B -57  sq u ad ron s, to be m oved  fro m  C lark A FB  to  
South V ietnam ; 1 F -1 0 5  squadron to  be m oved  fro m  Kokota to  
Korat; 1 F-lOO squadron to  be m oved  fro m  C lark A FB  to  Takhli;
12 F -1 0 2 s  to  be m oved  fro m  C lark A FB  to  South V ietnam ;
8 K C -135s to  be m oved  fro m  SAC to  C lark A F B ; 2|f - 100 squadrons  
fro m  STRICOM to  Clark; I F -1 0 5  squadron fro m  STRICOM to  
Yokota; and 1 R eco n n a issa n ce  T a sk  F o r c e  (6 R F - lO ls )  from  
M isaw a/K adena to Sou theast A s ia .

The T h ird  ca teg o ry  c o n s is t s  of th o se  fo r c e s  a le r ted  for  
p o ss ib le  deploym ent to  Sou theast A s ia . T h ese  a re  the 173rd  
A irb orn e B rigad e , a F o rw ard  F loatin g  D epot, a M arine A ir  Group, 
and an A rm y B rig a d e .

3:30 PM  (9:30 AM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): M ustin of ^  
the Joint Staff c a lls  Sharp and t e l ls  h im  to  be on the a le r t  s in c e  a 
str ik e  execu te  m e s sa g e  is  being p rep ared  and would be tra n sm itted  
as soon  as r e le a se d .
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3:34 PM: M ustin c a lls  G eneral Sm ith, Deputy D irecto r  
for O peration s, Joint Staff, and in fo rm s h im  that the JCS a re  in  
s e s s io n , that a s tr ik e  execu te  m e ssa g e  is  now being typed for  
fin a l r ev ie w  by the JCS and that Sharp knows it is  com ing.
M ustin a sk s  that the lin e  be held  open for an im m ed iate  tr a n s ­
m is s io n  of the str ik e  execu te  m e ssa g e  to  Sharp.

4:08 PM  ( 10:08 AM , A ugu st 4, CINCPAC tim e): M cN am ara  
c a lls  Sharp and a sk s for the la te s t  in form ation  on the d estro y er  
attack . Sharp resp on d s by say in g  that although he has ju st r e c e iv e d  
a sum -u p  situation  rep o rt fro m  D estr o y e r  T ask  F o rce  C om m ander  
M oore it " in d icates a lit t le  doubt on ju st ex a ctly  what w ent on. " 
M cN am ara w ants to know if  th ere  is  a p o ss ib ility  that no attack  
o ccu rred , and Sharp r e p lie s ,  "Y es, I w ould say  that th ere  is  a 
s lig h t p o s s ib ility . " Sharp sa y s  he is  going to ask  M oore to get 
a d efin ite  rep o rt w hich  "should com e in w ith in  an hour. " M cN am ara  
su m s up the situ ation  by statin g  that "W e've got p rob lem s on tim ing  
h ere  . . . we don't want to r e le a s e  n ew s of what happened without 
saying what w e are going to  do; w e don't want to say  what w e are  
going to do b efore  we do it. " Sharp reco m m en d s that any execute  
n otice  be h eld  un til "we have a d efin ite  in d ication  that th is  happened. "

M cN am ara then o b se r v e s  that the execu te  is  sch ed uled  
"for 7 p .m . our tim e  w hich is  th ree hours fro m  now. " Sharp  
sa y s  th is  is  r igh t, it  is  being se t  for "7 o 'c lo ck  lo c a l out th ere . " 
M cN am ara sa y s  that even  if  defin ite  con firm ation  of the attack  
is  not forth com ing  for another 2 h o u rs , an hour would s t i l l  rem ain  
and the execu te  order covild then be is su e d . M cN am ara sta tes:
"It s e e m s  to m e w e ought to go ahead on that b a s is ;  get the p ilo ts  
b r ie fed , get the p la n es arm ed , g e t everyth in g  read y  to go. "
Sharp a g r e e s .

4 :14 PM  (4:14 AM , A u g u s ts ,  Saigon tim e; 10:14 AM,
A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): CINCPACFLT treinsm its an a le r t  
m e ssa g e  to COM SEVENTHFLT, the TICONDEROGA and the
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CONSTELLATION to  be p rep ared  "at 0700G" to  s tr ik e  ta rg e ts  
(8:00 PM  W ashington tim e; 7:00 fiM  Saigon t im e ) . (See en tr ie s  
at 5:23 PM , 5:29 PM , and 5:33 PM , A ugust 4) The d esign ated  
ta r g e ts  a r e  the P T  Boat b a se s  a t QUANG KHE, BEN THUY,
HON NE Isla n d  and SONG MA estu a ry , HON GAY and PORT  
W ALLUT; any id en tified  N orth  V ietn am ese  P T  B oats loca ted  
at sea ; and the VINH petrolexxm sto ra g e  depot. The la tter  is  
la b e led  the num ber one ta r g e t p r io r ity . The m e ssa g e  in d ica tes  
that it  w ould be " d e s ir a b le ” that a ll  ta rg e ts  be stru ck  sim viltaneously , 
but adds that authority  is  granted  to  r e c y c le  a ir c r a ft  a s  n e c e s s a r y  
to  s tr ik e  the tw o south ern  ta r g e ts  (QUANG KHE and BEN THUY) 
w ith a seco n d  launch if  the F o r c e s  on the TICONDEROGA ztoid 
CONSTELLATION a re  inadeqxiate. It con clu d es by sp ec ify in g  
that th is  i s  a p rep ara tory  ord er, and that launching shotild not 
be a cco m p lish ed  until an execu te  order i s  r e c e iv e d . (TICONDEROGA 
r e c e iv e s  th is  m e ssa g e  at 4:55 P M .)

4:35 PM  (4:35 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon tim e; 10:35 AM,
A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): CINCPAC tr a n sm its  an o ffic ia l  
a le r t  m e s sa g e  to  CINCPACFLT to p rep are  to  execu te  a ir  s tr ik e s  
w ith a "high le v e l  dam age expectancy" at 7:00 PM  (7:00 AM lo c a l  
t im e), a g a in st (1) PORT W ALLUT, (2) BEN THUY (VINH),
(3) HON GAY, (4) QUANG KHE, and (5) LOG CHAO. "C onventional 
ordnance only" i s  sp e c if ied . The m e ssa g e  sp e c if ied  that the  
Vinh PO L should be stru ck  w ith a "very  high le v e l  of exp ected  
d a m a g e ."

4:40 PM  (10:40 AM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): Sharp  
c a lls  B u rch in a l and is  in form ed  that the JCS s tr ik e  execu te  m e ssa g e  
i s  in the M cN am ara o ffice  ready to  go, but that th ere  is  s t i l l  a 
s lig h t doubt w hether the d e s tr o y er s  w ere  in  fa c t attacked . Sharp  
w ill tr y  to  get m o re  d efin ite  in form ation  fro m  A dm ira l M oore, but 
s ta te s  that he has now see n  rep o rts  of v isu a l sigh tin gs of cofckpit 
lig h ts  pursviing near the MADDOX and another rep ort of the 
d e s tr o y e r s  being  illu m in a ted  and f ir e d  a g a in st. B urch inal then  
a sk s  Sharp w hether he continues to  b e lie v e  the launch could  be

____  ___ __ , 5  !■
O -
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a cco m p lish ed  at 7 :00 PM . Sharp respon ds that "it w ill  be 
tigh t, " but "I think so . " He adds, h ow ever, that "it m ay be  
ju st as w e ll to  w ait an hour or so , i f  w e have to , to be certain"  
an attack  had o ccu rred . Sharp then su g g ests  it  m ight be n e c e s s a r y  
to  r e c y c le  som e of the a ir cr a ft  for  a seco n d  str ik e  aga in st VINH 
and B u rch in a l sa y s  "this w ill  be a ll  r igh t, " if  n eed ed . Sharp  
e s t im a te s  th at about 70 a ir cr a ft  in a ll  w ill  be in vo lved  in the  
s tr ik e s ,

4;49  PM  (10:49 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): The JCS 
str ik e  ex ecu te  m e ssa g e  to  CINCPAC is  tra n sm itted  by d irect  
te le ty p e  fr o m  the NMCC to  th e  CINCPAC Com m and C enter.
(CINCPAC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e ssa g e  at 5:28 PM  (11:28 AM, A ugust 4, 
CINCPAC t im e ) .)

4:55  PM  (4:55 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): TICONDEROGA 
r e c e iv e s  th e CINCPACFLiT a le r t  m e s sa g e  d irectin g  COMSEVENTHFLT  
to  be p rep a red  at 7:00 PM  to  s tr ik e  the PT  boats at design ated  lo c a tio n s . 
The TICONDEROGA is  a lread y  on an a le r t  statu s as a r e su lt  of the 
PT  boat a ttack s on the d e s tr o y e r s . Upon rec e ip t of th is a le r t  m e ssa g e ,  
it s  p ilo ts  and W eapons P lanning B oard  com m en ce  to plan fo r  the  
s tr ik e s . A  m e s sa g e  is  a lso  sen t fro m  TICONDEROGA to  N aval A ir  
Station a t Cubi P o in t, P h ilip p in es (som e 500 m ile s  aw ay), d irectin g  
a ll  read y-to -go  A -1  and A -4  a ir c r a ft  to  return  to  the TICONDEROGA 
a s  soon a s  p o s s ib le . T his is  n e c e s s a r y  b eca u se  the com p lem ent  
of a ir c r a ft  on the TICONDEROGA has to  be augm ented by additional 
s tr ik e  a ircraift for  the m axim tim  str ik e  e ffo r t. A num ber of the  
a ir c r a it  on the TICONDEROGA had been  u sed  p rev io u sly  for  
r e c o n n a issa n c e  (Yankee T eam ) e ffo r ts  over  L a o s, and could  not 
ap p rop ria tely  be u se d  for  the s tr ik e .

5:00 PM: C olonel Jones of the Joint Staff, in the JCS con feren ce  
room , c a l ls  the NMCC P a c ific  d esk  at Pentagon (Com m ander  
Hathaway) and sa y s  that the JCS wotild lik e  a fo r e c a s t  of the w eather  
over the ta r g e t  a rea  at 7:00 AM lo c a l t im e .

❖ 5}! *  *
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4:47 PM  - 6:00 PM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

JC S-SE C D E F MEETING TO DETERM INE IF ATTACK  
ON DESTROYERS OCCURRED

4:47 PM : M cN am ara, Vance and the JCS m ee t to m a rsh a l 
the ev id en ce to ov erco m e lack  of a c lea r  and convincing show ing  
that an attack  on the d e s tr o y er s  had in fa c t occu rred . They  
conclude that an attack  had taken p la c e . In th is reg a rd  five  
fa c to rs  are  con sid ered :

1. The TURNER JOY w as illu m in ated  when f ir e d  on by 
autom atic w eapons.

2. One of the d e s tr o y e r s  o b serv ed  cockpit lig h ts .
3. A PGM 142 shot at two U. S. a ircra ft . (F rom  COMINT)
4 . A N orth V ietn am ese  announcem ent that two of its  boats  

w ere  " sa cr if ice d . " (F ro m  COMINT)
5. Sharp's d eterm in ation  that th ere  w as ind eed  an attack .

B u rch in al, at W h ee ler 's  r eq u est, t e l ls  M cN am ara that the 
7:00 PM  str ik e  tim e w ill not be m et b eca u se  the c a r r ie r s  a re  operating  
on a tim e  w hich  m ak es 8:00 PM  W ashington tim e 7:00 AM  c a r r ie r  
tim e .

5:19 P M : JCS str ik e  execu te  m e ssa g e  is  re tra n sm itted  FLASH  
p r eced en ce  a s JCS 7720 to CINCPAC. It s ta tes  that by 7:00 PM  EDT  
(0700 lo c a l tim e) a o n e -tim e  m axim um  effort attack aga in st PORT  
WALLUT (la ter  c a n ce lled  b eca u se  of w eath er), HON GAY, PHUC LOI, 
QUANG KHE, LOC CHAO and VINH, and an arm ed  reco n n a issa n ce  
a ga in st P T  b oats beyond the th ree  m ile  lim it  should be conducted.
The m e s sa g e  cau tion s that if  the w eath er p rec lu d es  m eetin g  the above  
tim e  of attack , the com m ander is  to  "proceed soon est"  and to notify  
the JCS as soon  as p o s s ib le . (CINCPAC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e ssa g e  at 
5:52 P M  (11:52 AM, A ugust 4, CINCPAC t im e ) . )

5:23 PM  (11;23 AM, A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): Sharp c a lls  
B u rch in al and sa y s  th ere  is  no doubt that an attack on the d e s tr o y er s  
had o ccu rred , for he has in tercep ted  a North V ie tn a m ese
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m e s sa g e  sta tin g  that two of its  PT  boats w ere  " sa cr ificed . "
Sharp i s  now  sa tis f ie d  w ith a ll the ev id en ce , what w ith sev e r a l  
add itional r ep o rts  fro m  the TURNER JOY. Sharp m entions then  
that the attack  w ill be "com ing off" at 8:00 PM  W ashington tim e  
not 7:00 P M  but s t i l l  at 7:00 AM lo c a l t im e . The reason  is  that 
the CINCPAC execu te  m e ssa g e  u sed  "HOTEL" tim e (Saigon tim e, 
a 12 hour d ifferen ce  fro m  EDT), w h ereas the c a r r ie r s  (b ased  on 
a C INCPACFLT m e ssa g e )  w ere  shooting for the operation  on 
"GOLiF" tim e  (an 11 hour d ifferen ce  fro m  EDT), g iving them  an 
ex tra  hour. Sharp sa y s that he w ill con vert h is  str ik e  m e ssa g e  
to "GOLF" t im e .

5:29 PM : M ustin c a lls  the NMCC (G eneral Smith) and 
in d ica tes  that som e confu sion  e x is t s  over the tim e in the Gulf of 
Tonkin. He a sk s  Sm ith to  get on the te le ty p e  and stra igh ten  out 
the m a tter .

5:33 PM  (11:23 AM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): Sm ith c a lls  
M cC utcheon at CINCPAC and a sk s  for a breakdown of the t im es  b e t­
w een  the c a r r ie r s ,  Saigon , and W ashington. M cCutcheon r e p lie s  
that when the W ashington tim e is  8:00 PM , the lo c a l tim e (GOLF  
tim e) for the c a r r ie r s  would be 7:00 AM the next m orning. When 
the W ashington tim e is  7:00 PM , the lo c a l tim e in Saigon would  
be 7:00 AM  the n ext m orning. M cCutcheon rep o rts  that Sharp, 
r e a liz in g  that the c a r r ie r s  can u se  that extra  hour, has to ld  them  
to u se  GOLF tim e , so  that 7:00 AM for the c a r r ie r s  would be 
8:00 PM  in W ashington.

5:39 PM  (1 :39 PM , CINCPAC tim e): Sharp c a lls  B urchinal 
and sa y s  that h is  understanding is  that launch tim e  w ill be 7:00 AM, 
A ugust 5 (c a r r ie r  t im e), or 8:00 PM , A ugust 4, W ashington tim e.

5:51 PM : M cN am ara, V ance, and W heeler lea v e  the m eeting  
for the W hite H ouse.

6:10 PM  (6:10 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The TICONDEROGA 
r e c e iv e s  a copy of the JCS str ik e  execu te  m e ssa g e .

6:27 PM  (6:27 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): CINCPAC tra n sm its  
str ik e  ex ecu te  m e ssa g e  to CINCPACFLT. (See 4:35 PM  entry,
A ugust 4 . )

^ sjc :{!
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6; 15 PM  - 6:38 PM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING  
6:38 PM  - 6:45 PM  

SPECIAL MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT

The N ation al S ecu r ity  C oiincil* i s  convened  as M cN am ara, 
Vajice and W heeler a r r iv e  at the W hite H ou se . M cN am ara outlines  
the four -p a rt plan:

1. The s tr ik e  a g a in st the PT  boat b a se s  and the supporting  
in s ta lla tio n s  and arm ed  reco n n a issa n ce  along the North  
V ietn a m ese  c o a st .

2 . Sending re in fo rcem en ts  to the a rea , an e x p ress io n  of 
our w ill  to  e sc a la te .

3. P r e s id e n tia l annoiuicem ent of th ese  a c tio n s .
4 . A Joint C o n g ressio n a l R eso lu tion  in support of th e se  

a ctio n s and fu rther a c tio n s , i f  n e c e s s a r y .

The P r e s id e n t a sk s the NSC m em b ers if  they have any ob jection  to  
the p lan . A ll NSC m em b ers approve the p lan . The P r e s id en t then  
app roves the p lan . M cN am ara in form s the P r e s id e n t that the  
p r e v io u s ly  e stim a ted  7:00 PM  la\inch tim e  w ill  not be m et, but 
that the latinch tim e  is  now e stim a ted  to be 8:00 PM . M cN am ara  
then reconom ends that no public sta tem en t be r e le a s e d  vintil 
9:00 PM , the e st im a te d  tim e  over ta rg e t of the f ir s t  s tr ik e .

The NSC m eetin g  b reak s up at 6:38. M cN am ara, R usk, and 
Bundy m e e t  w ith the P r e s id e n t in  h is  o ff ic e , p r io r  to  the C o n g ressio n a l 
lea d ersh ip  m eetin g  w hich  s ta r ts  at 6:45 . V ance returns to  Pentagon  
and m e e ts  w ith  B urch inal to d eterm in e what re in fo rcem en ts  can be 
m oved  w ithout p o lit ic a l c lea ra n ce  fro m  other cou n tries  and to  put 
in  m otion  the p o lit ic a l c lea ra n ce  p r o c e ss  w h ere  req u ired . V ance  
a u th o r izes  the m ovem ent of vinits not req u ir in g  p o litica l c lea r a n c e .

*  *  ❖ *

* P r e se n t  a t th is  m eetin g  a re  the P r e s id en t, Speaker M cC orm ack, 
M cC one, C lin e, M cNaughton, R usk, B a ll, W illiam  Bvmdy, DLllon, 
R owan, R eed y , M cG . Bundy, Jenkins, M o y ers , V alenti, B ro m ley  
Sm ith and C ater.

T O P  g s c r ; : ! , , ;
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6:07 PM  (12:07 PM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): Sharp  
c a lls  B u rch in a l and rep ea ts  that he is  sa t is f ie d  th a tth e  d estro y ers  
w ere  a ttack ed . Sharp now h as the JCS str ik e  execu te  m e s s a g e .  
B u rch in al sa y s  that M cN am ara, now at the White H ouse, is  
a ls o  s a t is f ie d  that the attack s on the d e s tr o y er s  have o ccu rred  and 
had m ade the sta tem en t ju st  a sh ort tim e  ago that the "show  i s  now  
on the ro a d ."  A fter  agree in g  that su p p ress iv e  f ir e  "was p art of 
the gam e, " Sharp then s ta te s  that the p r e s s  shovild not g et the  
s to r y  a t 7:00 PM . B urch inal r e p lie s  that "we w ill  in su re  that 
nothing c o m e s  out xintil we know that you 're  off ta rg e t. " Sharp  
e st im a te s  th is  to  be 9:00 PM , one hour a fter  laim ch. B urch inal 
e m p h a size s  that any announcem ent w ill  be d elayed  so  that th ere  
i s  "no p o s s ib il ity  of anyone reading" the s tr ik e . The m atter  of 
deploying add itional fo r c e s  to  the th ea ter  is  a ls o  d isc u sse d .

*  >!< !i! >!<

6:45 PM  - 8:45 PM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP MEETING

G en era l W heeler w as one of th o se  in  attendance at the  
le a d e rsh ip  m ee tin g . In h is  r ec e n t te stim o n y  b efore  the H ouse  
A rm ed  S e r v ic e s  C om m ittee, W heeler sta ted  that the P re s id en t  
to ld  the C o n g ressm en  that he would m ake a public announcem ent 
but le f t  the tim e  "up in  the a ir  b eca u se  he did not want to  m ake  
the announcem ent too  so o n ."  W heeler then r e c a lle d  that the  
tim in g  of th e announcem ent m ay have actvially been  se ttle d  e ith er  
in  a p r e lim in a ry  m eetin g  betw een  M cN am ara and the P r e s id en t  
(aroiond 6:38 PM ) or at the lea d ersh ip  m eetin g  i t s e l f .  In any 
even t, W heeler  sa id  that the d ec is io n  w as m ade that a sta tem en t  
cou ld  be r e le a s e d  "at the tim e  the a ir cr a ft  took off fro m  c a r r ie r s ,  
in  other w ords when the s tr ik e s  w ere  en rou te ."  Chairm an  
V inson  sa id  he w ould v e r ify  th is  b eca u se  "I sa t th ere  and I h eard  
the w hole d is c u s s io n ."  In sh o rt, W heeler  rem em b ered  that the  
P r e s id e n t "w as going to  w ait un til i t  w as sa fe  to  m ake the 
announcem ent . . .  it  woiild not be m ade p r io r  to the launching  
of the a ir c r a ft ."  M cN am ara's r e c o lle c t io n  is  the sam e as G eneral 
W heeler*s.

>!< sjs s|«

_______



c  0

T O P  r :
24

6;56 PM  (6 :56  AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The 
CONSTELiLATION r e c e iv e s  a copy of the JCS s tr ik e  execu te  
m e s s a g e .

7:22 PM  (7:22 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The TICONDEROGA 
r e c e iv e s  the CINCPACFLT ex ecu te  m e s sa g e .

7:30 PM  (7:30 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The 
CONSTELLATION r e c e iv e s  the CINCPAC m e ssa g e  w hich p a s s e s  
the JCS s tr ik e  m e s sa g e  w ith in stru c tio n s  not to  execu te  until 
d irec ted . (N ote: A ccord in g  to  M ustin , the "hold” n o tice  w as 
p resu m ab ly  prom pted  by CINCPAC's d e s ir e  to  m ake cer ta in  that 
the seco n d  attack  on the MADDOX did in fa c t o ccu r . Once th is  
w as co n firm ed  the s tr ik e  execu te  m e ssa g e  w as is su e d  (se e  the  
7:50 PM  en try  below ).)

7:49 PM  (7:49 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The CONSTELLATION  
r e c e iv e s  it s  ta r g e t a ss ig n m e n ts .

7:50 PM  (7:50 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The 
CONSTELLATION r e c e iv e s  the CINCPAC str ik e  execu te  m e s sa g e .

7:59 PM  (1:59 PM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): G eneral 
W ism an, NMCC P a c if ic  D esk  at P entagon , c a lls  the CINCPAC Duty 
O fficer , L t. C olon el L in d sey , and a sk s for  the ta k e -o ff  t im e s ,  
n u m bers and ty p es  of p lan es in  the c a r r ie r  s tr ik e . L in d sey  r ep lie s  
th ere  is  nothing y e t on the s tr ik e s , although th er e  is  som e com bat 
a ir  p^^tnol a c tiv ity  in  re la tio n  to the e a r lie r  a ttack s on the 
d e s tr o y e r s .

8:05 PM: W h eeler , in the Cabinet room  at the W hite H ouse, 
c a lls  B urch inal at the Pentagon  euid a sk s  if  anything i s  happening. 
B u rch in a l sa y s  th at he has a c le a r  lin e  open, but no w ord has been  
r e c e iv e d . W heeler w ants to  know as  soon as  the w ord a r r iv e s  that 
the a ir c r a ft  have been  launched .

8:39 PM  (2:39 PM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): M cN am ara, 
back fro m  the W hite H ouse, c a l s  Sharp and a sk s w hether the 
c a r r ie r s  have launched  th eir  a ir c r a ft . Sharp r e p lie s  that he has
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r e c e iv e d  no w ord  y e t , but th is  p rob ab ly  b e c a u se  the c a r r ie r s  
w ill  p ro v id e  a co o rd in a ted  r e p o r t  w hen the launch  is  co m p le te d , 
M cN am ara, h o w e v er , sa y s  th at the lau n ch  is  a lrea d y  40 m in u tes  
a fter  the o rd ere d  t im e  of ta k e -o f f  and w ants Sharp to  co n ta ct the  
c a r r ie r s  d ir e c t ly  by r a d io . M cN am ara  then s ta te s :  " L et's  get  
an im m ed ia te  s ta te m e n t fr o m  th em  if  w e can . P a r t  o f the p ro b lem  
h e r e  i s  ju s t  hanging on  th is  n e w s, you  s e e .  The P r e s id e n t  h as to 
m ake a s ta tem en t to  th e p eo p le  and I am  h old ing  h im  b ack  fr o m  
m aking it , but w e 'r e  fo r ty  m in u tes  p a s t  the tim e  I to ld  h im  w e 
w o\ild  lau n ch . " Sharp e s t im a t e s ,  a lthough he d oes not have the  
launch  p lan , that it  w ou ld  take the a ir c r a f t  about an hour to r e a c h  
the ta r g e t . M cN am ara  a s k s  Sharp to fin d  out w hen th ey  a re  
lau n ch in g  and the t im e  o f th e  f i r s t  f l ig h ts  o ver  the ta r g e t s .

9:00 PM  (9:00 A M , A u g u st 5, Sa igon  tim e): T he s itu a tio n  
at th is  t im e  and th e r e a fte r  a s  r e f le c te d  on N orth  V ie tn a m e se  and  

jradar is  d e s c r ib e d  at A ppendix A .

9:09 PM  (3:09 P M , A u gu st 4 , CINCPAC tim e): Sharp c a l ls  
M cN am ara  at h is  o ff ic e  and sa y s  that one c a r r ie r  (p erh ap s both) 
w ould  not be ab le to  lau n ch  fo r  another 50 m in u tes  (10:00 P M  
W ashington  t im e ) . "In o th er  w o r d s , th ey  cou ld n 't m ak e the t im e , " 
r e p o r ts  Sharp. Sharp e x p la in s  that the c o m p r e s s io n  of t im e  and  
the co m m u n ica tio n s  la g  a r e  the r e a s o n s ,  and th inks that the la s t  
e s t im a te d  t im e s  o v er  ta r g e t , w ith  a 10:00 P M  la\anch w il l  be  
about 12:00 m id n igh t, W ash ington  t im e . M cN am ara  th en  a sk s  
w hat Sharp th inks about a P r e s id e n t ia l  s ta tem en t is s u e d  about the 
t im e  o f lau n ch  that w ou ld  sa y  th is:  "At th is  m o m en t a ir  a c tio n  
i s  now  in ex e c u tio n  a g a in s t  gun b oa ts  and su pp orting  f a c i l i t i e s  
in  and n ea r  four p o r ts  o f N orth  V ietn a m  w hich  have b een  u s e d  
in  support of h o s t i le  o p e r a t io n s . " Sharp th inks it  w ould  not be a 
"good idea"  b e c a u s e  it  w i l l  a le r t  the en em y , "No doubt about it . " 
M cN am ara  sa y s  that th e  en em y  w ould  be a le r te d  as soon  as the  
a ircra ift s ta r t  co m in g  in to  the c o a s t .  Sharp s a y s ,  "T hey w on't  
know  w h e re  th e y 'r e  g o in g . Of c o u r se  th ey  w ill  be a le r te d  a s  
soon  a s  th ey  get in  th e a ir  b e c a u se  H ainan is  going to p ic k  th em  
up and so  w il l  the o th er  p e o p le . But th ey  w on't know w h e re  th ey  
a r e  go in g . I w ou ld n 't r e c o m m e n d  it . "
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9:22 PM  (3:22 PM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): Sharp te l ls  
M cN am ara that P T  boats (p resu m ab ly  th o se  returning fro m  attack  
on the d e s tr o y e r s )  w ere  taking sanctuary  w ithin the th r e e -m ile  
lim it . M cN am ara recom m en d s that the aircraift p ro ceed  to hit 
d esign ated  ta r g e ts , but a u th orizes str ik in g  any boats sigh ted  on 
the w ay in . He sa y s , "Get them  off . . . That is  the m ain th ing. "

9:28 PM  (9:28 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The CONSTEL­
LATION su b m its its  s tr ik e  plan for approval to the C arrier  T ask  
F o r c e  C om m ander.

10:00 - 10:30 P M : During th is  p er io d , M cN am ara c a lls  Bundy 
to d is c u s s  the P r e s id e n tia l announcem ent. A s a r e su lt  of h is  e a r lie r  
co n v ersa tio n  w ith Sharp, M cN am ara reco m m en d s that Bundy d e le te  
the en tire  sen ten ce  w hich  read s: "At th is  m om ent air action  is  now in 
execu tion  aga in st gvm boats and supporting fa c il i t ie s  in  and near 4 
p orts in N orth V ietnam  w hich have been  u sed  in support of h o stile  
op era tio n s. " Bvmdy d isa g r e e s  and tr ie s  to w ork out som e language  
changes that w ill  m e e t M cN am ara's point about giving away the ta r g e ts .  
Bundy se c u r e s  M cN am ara's ag reem en t to the fo llow ing language, which  
app ears in  the P r e s id e n t's  sta tem en t as g iven  over the a ir  at 11:40 PM: 
"Air a ction  is  now in execu tion  aga in st gun boats and cer ta in  supporting  
fa c i l i t ie s  in N orth V ietnam  w hich have been  u sed  in  th ese  h o stile  o p era ­
tio n s. " T hus, the w ords "in and n ear 4 p orts"  w ere  d e le ted , w ith the 
r e s t  of the sen ten ce  a llow ed  to rem ain  su b stan tia lly  in tact.

10:06 P M : A fter try in g  to rea ch  Senator G oldwater for sev e r a l  
h ou rs, the P r e s id e n t fin a lly  g e ts  through and in form s him  of the  
d ec is io n  to r e ta lia te .

10:26 PM  (4:26 PM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): M cN am ara c a lls  
Sharp and a sk s w hether the a ir cr a ft  are  launched yet. Sharp say s he 
has no f ir m  w ord, but is  "sure" one c a rr ie r  (TICONDEROGA) "is going  
to  go, or has gone" at 10:00 PM  W ashington t im e . A ccord in g  to Sharp, 
h ow ever, the other c a r r ie r  (CONSTELLATION) "is not going to launch"  
one of its  groups (the s low er  p ro p e lle r  driven  A - 1 a ircra ft) until 1:00 PM  
W ashington t im e , and the other (the je ts )  until 2:30 AM, w ith a tim e over  
ta rg e t for both groups e st im a ted  around 3:15 AM, apparently  b ecau se  "she  
i s  not able to get in p o s itio n  in  tim e . " Sharp exp la in s th is by stating
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that the CONSTELLATION w as com ing fro m  the north and had to  
get into p o s it io n  by com ing aroiind Hainan to str ik e  her a ss ig n ed  
north ern  ta r g e ts . In order to get into p o sitio n , "she had to u se  a 
good m any of her a ir cr a ft  for r e fu e le r s . " Sharp rep ea ts  that the 
TICONDEROGA "should have gotten off a half hour ago (10:00 PM) 
but "we haven 't heard  y et. " M cN am ara t e l ls  Sharp to m ake "damn 
su re  she got off" by getting in touch w ith  her right away. A s to  
the CONSTELLATION, M cN am ara a sk s how long it would take its  
a ir cr a ft  to  r ea ch  the ta rg et. Sharp r e p lie s  the fa r th e r e s t  ta rg e t  

.w il l  be rea ch ed  in about fiv e  hours fro m  now . M cN am ara then say s  
that no announcem ent h ere  "is going to in fluence what they think  
about th o se  a ir cr a ft  com ing in  b eca u se  you w ill a lread y  have launched  
about a h a lf hour ago aga in st the other ta r g e ts . " Sharp a g r e e s  "as 
long as  they  don't know what the ta rg e ts  a re . " M cN am ara s ta te s  
that "I have cut that out of the sta tem en t, " and Sharp sa y s  "there  
w ill stU l be the ^ e m e n t of su r p r ise  . . .  as long as  you don't say  
what / jh e  targets^/ a r e . "

10:40 PM  (10:40 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): CONSTELLATION  
r e c o v e r s  the la s t  group of A -1  a ircra ft fro m  com bat air patro l over  
the d e s tr o y e r s .

10:43 PM  (10:43 AM , A u g u s ts ,  Saigon tim e): TICONDEROGA 
lau n ch es four A -1  str ik e  a ir c r a it  w ith in stru ctio n s to orb it overh ead . 
T his is  n e c e s s a r y  so that the c a r r ie r  deck coiild  be free  fro m  the 
landing of A -4  a ir cr a ft  fro m  Cubi P o in t then orb iting overh ead  and 
to  p erm it coord in ation  of prop and je t  s tr ik e s  to en su re  a sim ultaneous  
a r r iv a l tim e  over the ta rg e t. The A -1  launching m ark s the beginning  
of the a ttack , and w ith in the hour th ese  four A - l ' s  depart for VINH. 
(NMCC r e c e iv e s  th is  m e ssa g e  at 12:36 AM , A ugust 5.)

10:46 PM  (4:46 PM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): M cN am ara  
c a lls  Sharp again , seek in g  confirm ation  of the launch t im e s . Sharp 
sa y s  that he has b een  trying to rea ch  the T ask F o r c e  but "it is  ju st  
a q u estion  of getting through th is  c irc u it  and apparently  the c ircu it  
is  a lit t le  jam m ed . " He rep o rts  that no w ord has yet been  r ece iv ed , 
and M cN am ara su g g e sts  he rad io  in the c le a r , ask ing the TICON­
DEROGA if  it  did "what it sa id  it would do at 10:00. " M cN am ara  
sta te s  that the P r e s id e n t w ants to go on the a ir  at 11:15, but should  
not go on " u n less he has a con firm ation  of the launch . " M cN am ara  
then w ants Sharp to  secu re  h a lf-h ou rly  p o s t -s tr ik e  rep o rts , once 
the launching o c c u r s .
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10:48 PM : C lifton at the White H ouse c a lls  G eneral W ism an, 
the Deputy D irec to r  for O p eration s, Joint Staff and s ta te s  that new  
launch t im e s  for the CONSTELLATION have been  r e c e iv e d  w hich  are  
con sid era b ly  la ter  than the TICONDEROGA's, that the P r e s id e n t is  
shooting for an 11:15 PM  sta tem en t, and a sk s how m uch would be 
rev e a le d  by the announcem ent. W ism an s ta te s  that Sharp a g r e e s  
w ith a P r e s id e n tia l announcem ent now that M cN am ara has r e c o m ­
m ended the d e le tio n  of sp e c if ic  portion s dealing w ith the ta r g e ts ,

10:56 PM: The UPI tick er  rep o rts  from  B alboa, C a liforn ia , 
that Goldwat'er had spoken to the P r es id en t and that " P resid en t  
Johnson read  h is  sta tem en t on the ten se  situation  in  V ietnam  to  
Senator B a rry  M. G oldw ater, the R epublican P r e s id e n tia l candidate. 
G oldwater e x p r e s se d  approval of the P r e s id e n t's  sta tem en t. "

10:59 PM: The UPI tic k e r , in am plifying the p r ior  s to ry , 
quotes G oldwater fro m  B alboa, C a liforn ia , a s  stating  th is: "I am  
sure that e v er y  A m erica n  w ill su b scrib e  to the actio n s outlined  in  
the P r e s id e n t's  sta tem en t. I b e lie v e  it  is  the only thing we can do 
under the c ir c u m sta n c e s . We cannot a llow  the A m erica n  fla g  to  
be shot at anyw here on earth  if  w e are  to reta in  our r e sp e c t  and 
p r e s t ig e . "

11:05 PM: W ism an c a lls  B urch inal and rep o rts  that nothing  
i s  a irb orn e y et, that the CONSTELLATION is  not in p o s itio n , and 
that s e v e r a l m ore  hours would be req u ired  for its  f ir s t  launch.
T here is  now the p o s s ib ility , accord in g  to W ism an, that the 
CONSTELLATION b eca u se  of w eather m ay have to scrub  its  
op eration . He r e c o g n iz e s  th is  w ould tip  our hand if  one fo r c e  
g o es  in , and sa y s  that th ere  can be no scrubbing of the m is s io n  
un til the S ecre ta ry  of D efen se  and the C hairm an of the Joint C hiefs  
are f ir s t  n otified .

11:11 P M : M cN am ara c a lls  Sharp, and is  to ld  "it is  ju s t  that 
I don't think that th ere  is  any qu estion  that they have launched . It 
is  ju st  a q u estion  of getting the rep o rt. " M cN am ara, w ith reg a rd  
to the w eather cond itions and p o ss ib le  can cella tio n  of the CO NSTEL­
LATION s tr ik e s , s ta te s  "As a nation we ju st can't s it  h ere  and le t  
th em  attack  us on the high sea s  and not do som eth in g . . . So I think  
the P r e s id e n t has to say  we are going to r e ta lia te . " M cN am ara

T Q P
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a sk s i f  th ere  i s  "any rea so n  why the CONSTELLATION couldn't 
la im ch a g a in s t the southern  ta r g e ts , including the o il depot. " Sharp  
resp on ds that th is i s  " ex a ctly  what we would do, " although he 
m en tion s that the w eather to the south i s  not good and beginning  
to d e te r io ra te .

11:20 PM  (5;20 PM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): Sharp c a lls  _  
M cN am ara zind sa y s  it  i s  now con firm ed . '*She A he TICONDEROGA/ 
got her p lan es off a t 0243" (Zulu tim e) (10:43 PM , W ashington tim e;  
10:43 AM , Saigon tim e). Sharp in d ica tes  that i t  w ill take the a ir cr a ft  
about an hour eind fifty  m in u tes from  now to rea ch  th eir  ta r g e ts . The 
attack  w ill  be in two w a v es, both sch ed u led  to a rr iv e  at the sam e tim e.

11:27 P M : A fter  d isc u ss io n  of the m atter  w ith G eneral W heeler, 
M cN am ara c a lls  the P r e s id e n t and te l ls  h im  that i t  i s  now appropriate  
to  mcike h is  sta tem en t over radio  ajid TV. C om m ander H enson of the 
NMCC P a c if ic  D esk  a t the Pentagon n o tifie s  the W hite H ouse Situation  
R oom  that the TICONDEROGA launched its  f ir s t  a ir cr a ft  at 10:43 PM, 
w ith  aji e s t im a te d  tim e over the ta rg e t a t 1:10 AM.

11:35 PM (11:35 AM, A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The CONSTEL­
LATION a d v ise s  the C a rr ier  T ask F o rce  C om m ander of it s  intended  
launch  p o sitio n  fo r  s tr ik e s  w ith a s im u ltan eou s tim e over  ta rg e t at 
3:45 AM.

9{c :{c He

11:36 PM  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

PRESIDENT GOES ON THE AIR

The P r e s id e n t g o es  on rad io  and TV at 11:36 PM  and sta tes  
at 11:40 PM :

"R epeated  a c ts  of v io len ce  a g a in st the arm ed  fo r c e s  of 
the U nited S tates m u st be m et not only w ith a le r t  d e fen se , but w ith  
p o sitiv e  rep ly . That rep ly  is  being g iven  as  I speak to you. A ir  
action  is  now in execu tion  a g a in st gun boats and certa in  supporting  
fa c i l i t ie s  in  N orth V ietnam  w hich  have been u sed  in th ese  h o stile  
o p e r a t io n s ,"

it: *  m
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The d ec is io n  to go on the air is  b a sed  on th ese  con sid eration s: •

1. U. S. N aval a ir cr a ft  had been  in the air app roxim ately  one 
hour.

2. Hanoi and Hainan, through th eir  rad ar , had then r e c e iv e d  
in d ica tion s of the attack .

3. The tim e rem ain in g  b efore  the a ir cr a ft  a rr iv ed  over the ta rg e ts  
w ould probably not p erm it the N orth V ietn am ese  to m ove their  
boats to s e a  or to  a le r t  their  fo r c e s .

4 . It w as im portant that our peop le  le a rn  of the m anner in w hich  
th eir  govern m ent w as responding to  the a ttack s on it s  v e s s e ls  
fr o m  th eir  P r e s id e n t, rather than fro m  H anoi, w hich w as  
ex p ected  to announce the attack  at any m om ent.

5. It w as d es ira b le  that the N orth V ie tn a m ese  governm ent and 
o th ers  be to ld  as soon as p o ss ib le  the lim ited , punitive  
ch a ra cter  of the attack .

6. It w as im portant that the N orth V ie tn a m ese  cind C hin ese  
C om m u n ists know that th is  w as the f ir m  and d e lib era te  
r e sp o n se  of the U. S. G overnm ent to an unprovoked  
a g g r e s s iv e  act, and not the act of a lo c a l com m ander.

*  >K « *

11:51 PM  (11:51 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): Sharp c a lls  
W heeler and they d is c u s s  the p o s s ib il i t ie s  of a r e s tr ik e  aga in st  
VINH, w ith W heeler say ing  that he w ill  take it up w ith M cN am ara.

11:54 PM  (11:54 AM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The 
CONSTELIjATION r e c e iv e s  a m e ssa g e  that TICONDEROGA had 
laxinched its  a ir cr a ft  at 10:43 PM , w ith  sch ed u led  a r r iv a l over  
ta r g e t at 1:10 AM.
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WEDNESDAY 

AUGUST 5, 1964

12:00 M idnight (Noon, A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): W heeler ca lls  
Sharp to d is c u s s  the r ec y c lin g  of the VINH s tr ik e . Sharp in d ica tes  
that the r ec y c lin g  m ay ordy have to  be off the TICONDEROGA, but 
w ants the added fle x ib ility  of r ec y c lin g  w ith  both c a r r ie r s .  "The 
problem " sa y s  Sharp, "is that it ta k es  so  damn long to g e t the w ord  
out to them . " Sharp a lso  te l ls  W heeler that both c a r r ie r s  had been  
conducting a ir  op eration s a ll  night b efo re  in supporting the MADDOX 
and TURNER JOY and as a r e su lt  "they are  kinda pooped out. " The 
CONSTELLATION "didn't m ake as m uch headw ay as she would have 
b eca u se  she apparently  had to turn in the other d irection  for a landing  
and launching . . .  so  that she is  behind her hoped for p o sitio n  . . . 
so th a t's  the rea so n  she launched la te . " The TICONDEROGA, on the 
other hand, "is a lso  quite a long run fro m  w here she is  to th ese  v ar iou s  
ta rg e ts; and she being a sm a ll c a r r ie r  d o esn 't have as m any a irp la n es  
e ith er . " Sharp in d ica tes  that the CONSTELLATION m ay have to scrub  
only the n o rth ern m ost ta r g e t (PORT WALLUT) and th is  b eca u se  of a 
com bination  of fa c to r s , such a s , the ta r g e t's  d istan ce  and the a d v erse  
w eath er.

12:02 - 12:30 AM : S e cre ta ry  M cN am ara holds a p r e s s  con ­
fe r en ce  in w hich  he d e sc r ib e s  the action  taking p la ce .

12:15 AM  (12:15 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): S ix A -4 s  and 
s ix  F - 8 s  are  launched  fro m  the TICONDEROGA fly ing  to VINH at an 
altitude of 2 5 ,0 0 0  fe e t . The ta rg e t is  320 n au tica l m ile s  away.

12:34 AM  (12:34 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): TICONDEROGA 
laun ch es s ix  F - 8 s  w hich depart f  o r  QUANG KHE, fly in g  at an 
altitude of 2 5 ,0 0 0  fe e t . The ta rg e t is  250 n au tica l m ile s  aw ay.
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12:38 AM  (6:38 PM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): W heeler c a lls  
Sharp and t e l ls  h im  that he has d is c u s se d  the r e c y c le  w ith M cN am ara. 
W h eeler 's  m ajor concern  is  that the a ttack s m u st not be "open-ended"  
a ffa ir s . T h ree r u le s  are s e t  for the r e c y c le :  F ir s t ,  up to 20 a ircra ft  
m ay be used ; secon d , the only ta rg e t w ill be VINH; and th ird , the 
attack should  be laxinched no la te r  than 3:00 AM , W ashington tim e .
Sharp thinks that the 3:00 AM  tim e is  cutting it  too sh ort, w ith c lo se r  
to 4:00 AM a s  the m ore r e a lis t ic  hour. Sharp adds that he w ill do 
h is b e s t  to co m p r e ss  the tim e  and w ill  r e c y c le  as quickly as p o s s ib le .  
W heeler in d ica tes  that he w ill p a ss  th is  on to M cN am ara.

12:43 AM : W heeler c a lls  Sharp and t e l ls  h im  that the 4:00 AM  
r e c y c le  tim e  is  accep tab le  to M cN am ara, but Sharp now in d ica tes  
launch on the r e c y c le  could not b eg in  un til 5 -6 :0 0  AM. W heeler says  
th is is  too la te , and they a r r iv e  at an a g reem en t that Sharp would  
launch what he could  up to 4:00 AM  and w oiild then have to c e a s e .

1:00 AM (1:00 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): CONSTELLATION  
laun ch es four A - I s  w hich  depart for HON GAY, fly ing  at ein altitude of 
from  1, 000 - 5 ,0 0 0  fe e t . HON GAY is  360 n au tica l m ile s  away. 
CONSTELLATION a lso  lau n ch es four A - I s  w hich  depart for LOG CHAO, 
fly ing  at an a ltitude of 1, 000 - 5, 000 fe e t . LOG CHAO is  330 nautical 
m ile s . aw ay.

1:11 AM  (1:11 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e; 7 i l l  PM , A ugust 4, 
CINCPAC tim e): CINCPAC duty o fficer  c a lls  L t C olonel Sm ith in  
M cN am ara's o ffice  and sa y s  that the e st im a te d  t im es  over ta rg e t  
for the TIGONDEROGA w ill be 1:15 AM  for the f ir s t  and 1:25 AM  
for  the secon d . "E verything is  on track , " he r ep o r ts .

1:15 AM  (1:15 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): TIGONDEROGA's: 
s ix  F - 8 s  launched at 12:34 AM str ik e  QUANG KHE w ith 20 m m  sh e lls  
and 5" r o c k e ts . T h ere  is  no A A  f ir e .  Seven boats are sigh ted , four 
are s e v e r e ly  dam aged and one m o d era te ly . T here are no U. S. lo s s e s .

1:25 AM  (1:25 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): TICONDEROGA's 
four A - I s  launched  at 10:43 PM , s ix  A -4 s  launched at 12:15 AM  and 
s ix  F - 8 s  launched  at 12:15 AM  str ik e  at the VINH - BEN THUY- 
PHUC LOI co m p lex . T hey rep o rt m od erate  A A  f ir e .  Of the s ix
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sighted , four are m o d era te ly  dam aged and two lig h tly  dam aged.
E ight POL, tanks and two AA guns are  d estro y ed . T here are  no 
U. S. lo s s e s .  The ordnance u sed  ra n g es fro m  1, 000 lb . bom bs 
to 5" Zuni ro ck ets  to 2. 75 m m  r o ck e ts .

2:16 AM {8:16 PM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): Sharp c a lls  
M cN am ara's o ffice  and g iv es  the f ir s t  s tr ik e  rep o rt to C olonel Moody. 
He sta te s  that VINH has been  stru ck , the o il in sta lla tio n  is  burning  
f ie r c e ly , the four PT  boats in the harbor have a ll been  h it, w ith one 
dead in  the w a ter . H eavy flak  has been  ex p er ien ced  and one F - 8  is  
hit, headed  for DA NANG. Moody sa y s  V ance w ill  be prom ptly  
ad v ised  of th ese  d ev e lop m en ts. Vance is  in form ed  im m ed ia te ly .

2:30 AM (2:30 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): The CO NSTEL­
LATION laun ch es ten  A -4 s  and tw o F - 4 s  w hich  depart for HON GAY 
at an a ltitude of 25, 0 0 0 -3 0 , 000 fe e t . HON GAY is  360 nau tical m ile s  
aw ay. The CONSTELLATION a lso  lau n ch es f iv e  A -4 s  and th ree  
F - 4 s  w hich  then depart for LOC CHAO, fly in g  at an altitude of 
2 5 ,0 0 0 -3 0 ,0 0 0  fe e t . LOC CHAO is  330 n au tica l m ile s  away.

3:25 AM  (3:25 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): CONSTELLATION'S 
four A - I s  launched at 1:00 AM  and its  fiv e  A -4 s  aind th ree  F - 4 s  
launched  at 2:30 AM, str ik e  at LOC CHAO. They rep ort m od erate  
AA fir e  (20 m m  fro m  the b o a ts). The boats are  not under w ay. Of 
the fiv e  P T  b oats sigh ted , two are dam aged s e r io u s ly  and th ree  
m o d era te ly . One A -1  a ircraJ t (S a th er 's , th ird  in the colum n) is  
shot down. One A -1  is  dam aged, but retu rn s to  c a r r ie r  sa fe ly .
The attack s la s t  25 m in u tes . 2. 75" ro ck ets  and 20 m m  strafin g  
attack s a re  u sed .

3:40 AM  (3:40 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): CONSTELLATION'S 
four A - I s  launched  at 1:00 AM  and it s  ten  A -4 s  and two F - 4 s  launched  
at 2:30 AM , str ik e  HON GAY. They rep o rt m od erate to heavy AA f ir e .  
Of the f iv e  boats s igh ted , f iv e  are  d estro y ed . The boats do not get 
under w ay until a fter  the attack  sta r ted . A lv a r ez ' A -4  a ir cr a ft , the 
secon d  in colum n, is  shot down w hile  on a secon d  p a ss  aga in st boats 
at anchor. The attack  la s t s  25 m in u tes , w ith 2. 75" ro ck ets  and 
20 m m  stra fin g  attack s u tiliz ed .
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3:43 AM (9:43 PM , A ugust 4, CINCPAC tim e): Sharp te lls  
W ism an of the Join t Staff that it  m ight be b e s t  to pu ll the MADDOX 
and C. TURNER JOY out of th eir  p atro l b eca u se  they are low  on 
fu el and am m iinition, and the N orth V ietn am ese  have a lread y  been  
given a "good punishm ent. " Sharp adds that to  keep the d e s tr o y er s  
on station  m ight in v ite  fu rth er a ttack s, perhaps even  a lo s s .
W ism an sa y s  th is  w ill req u ire  JCS approval.

3:58 AM  (9:58 PM , A ugust 4 , CINCPAC tim e): M cCutcheon  
at CINCPAC c a lls  W ism an about pu lling  the d e s tr o y er s  out. M c­
Cutcheon sa y s  that th ese  d e s tr o y e r s  have sp e c ia l equipm ent ajid 
could not r ea d ily  be rep la ced , but that the sh ips have had se v e r a l  
s le e p le s s  n ig h ts . The r e l ie f  of th ese  sh ip s w ould be tem p orary  
only, about a 24 hour r e s t ,  a fter  the s tr ik e s  had c ea se d . W ism an  
sa y s  he w ill  ta lk  to B urch in al.

4:03 AM  (4:03 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon  tim e): TICONDEROGA  
lau n ch es four F - 8 s  and e igh t A -4 s  w hich depart for the r e s tr ik e  
aga in st VINH.

4:15 AM (4 :15  PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): TICONDEROGA 
lau n ch es two A -4 s  w hich depart for HON ME at an altitude of Z5, 000 
fe e t .

4:41. AM: W ism an c a lls  Bur chined and te l ls  h im  that an A -1  
and A -4  fr o m  the CONSTELLATION have been  lo s t  over HON GAY. 
(N ote: A ctu a lly , one w as lo s t  over HON GAY, another over LOC 
C H A O ,) B urch inal is  the f ir s t  to be n otified , and he su g g e sts  that 
W ism an in form  the C h iefs and the S ecre ta ry  of D efen se . V ance is  
in form ed  im m ed ia te ly .

4:45 AM  (4:45 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): TICONDEROGA's 
four F - 8 s  and eight A -4 s ,  a ll launched at 4:03 AM , str ik e  VINH.
T hey rep o rt h eavy AA f ir e  fro m  the additional AA guns brought into  
p o sitio n  a fter  f ir s t  s tr ik e , but th ey  d estro y  two to four PO L tanks 
and s ix  AA gim s. T here are  no U. S. l o s s e s .

5:15 AM  (5:15 PM , A ugust 5, Saigon tim e): TICONDEROGA's 
two A -4 s ,  launched  at 4:15 AM , str ik e  HON ME w ith 20 m m  sh e lls  
and r o c k e ts . T hey rep o rt no AA f ir e . Of the s ix  b oats s igh ted , th ree  
a re  d estro y ed , th ree  m o d era te ly  dam aged, and one is  fo rced  to beach . 
T h ere are  no U. S. lo s s e s .



o  C
■ - .f  Tr.-MW a  '2., w  — iii-

35

6:08 AM : W ism an c a lls  M ustin and sa y s the operation  is  
ju st about wound up and w as a "pretty good e ffo r t, highly s u c c e s s ­
fu l. " He s ta te s  that Sharp w as ab le to a cco m p lish  the r e c y c le  
aga in st VINH and that the d estro y er  p a tro l is  being pu lled  out, 
w ith approval, for rep len ish m en t.

8:30 AM (2:30 AM , A ugust 5 , CINCPAC tim e): M cN am ara  
c a lls  G eneral M ilton at CINCPAC to check  on the r e su lts  of the 
punitive s tr ik e , b a sed  on p r e se n t in form ation . H ere, th ese  fa c ts  
are confirm ed;

64 str ik e  s o r t ie s  w ere  launched  (w ith 59 p lan es)  
aga in st 4 N orth V ie tn a m ese  p a tro l boat b a se s ,  
including the LOG CHAO estu a ry , and the supp ort­
ing o il sto ra g e  depot at VINH.

About 25 P T  b oats w ere  d estro y ed  or dam aged, in  
addition to dam age to th eir  b a se s  cind supporting  
fa c i l i t ie s .

An estim a ted  90% of the VINH o il depot, containing
14 teinks and 10% of the p e tro leu m  cap acity  of N orth  
V ietnam , w as d estro y ed . Sm oke w as seen  r is in g  
to 14, 000 fee t .

Two U. S. N avy aircreift w ere  lo s t  and two dam aged.
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T O P -S-E C R g f  -  COMINT
10 A u g u st 1964

M EM O R A N D U M  FO R  M R . BUNDY

S U B JE C T : C h ron o logy  of E v e n ts  on D e so ta  P a tr o l and In c id en ts  
In v o lv in g  th e  M addox and T u rn ey  Joy

A tta c h e d  i s  a m em o ra n d u m  for r e c o r d  d ev e lo p e d  by C o lo n e l S te a k le y 's  
p e o p le , p u llin g  to g e th e r  the t im in g  o f 34A a c t io n s  and th e in c id e n ts  in  
th e G ulf of T onkin . W ith r e s p e c t  to  the la t te r ,  the in te r c e p ts  fr o m  the  
D R V , a s  w e ll  a s  the k e y  m e s s a g e s  fr o m  our own f o r c e s ,  h a v e  b een  
in c lu d ed .

T he e v id e n c e  in  th e s e  m e s s a g e s  m a k e s  the h o s t i le  in ten t of the DRV  
d u rin g  th e 2 - 4  A u g u st p e r io d  u n m is ta k a b le . F o llo w in g  th e a tta ck  on the  
2d o f A u g u st, the D R V  a g a in  b eg a n  to  c o n c e n tr a te  th e ir  f o r c e s  and to  
t r a c k  the US v e s s e l s .  On 4 A u g u st, tw o Sw atow  b oats w e r e  to ld  to  
p r e p a r e  fo r  o p e r a t io n s  that n ig h t. The M addox had th is  in fo r m a tio n , 
and w hen  the sh ip s  a p p ro a ch ed  on h o s t i le  t r a c k s , the a c tio n  b egan .

I u n d e rsta n d  that so m e  a d d itio n a l COIvUNT s if t in g  s t i l l  i s  u n d erw ay .
If th e s e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  tu rn  up an yth in g  n ew  ar d if fe r e n t - -a n d  I le a x n  of 
i t - - I  w il l  p a s s  i t  on to  you .

W ^ .  SM ITH

DECLASSintU
A i i f h n r i f y  1 ~ ^ ------

Ry NARA, Date
•T O P  S E e R E T  -  COM INT
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10 August 1964

I-SMORAMDUM FOR THE' RECORD . , ' ' . .
•  • • . » ^ ^ *

S u b ject: Chronology o f  Events R e la tin g  to  DESOTO 
P a tro l In c id en ts  in  the Gulf o f  Tonkin 
on 2 and 4 August 1964

Background - By CINCPAC's message 152123Z Ju ly , approval 
was requested  to  conduct a DESOTO P atro l in  the Gulf o f  
Tonkin during the period  3 I July through 8 August. The 
l a s t  p a tr o l in to  the area was made by the USS CRAIG (DD 8 8 5 ) 
during the period  28 February thru 10 March 1964. L im ita­
t io n s  on the c lo s e s t  p o in ts  o f  approach (CPA) fo r  the USS 
CRAIG in c lu d ed :

a . "Norfh Vietnam ese (DRV) Coast 4 Wl,

b-. Chinese Communist (CHICOM) mainland 15KT>1, and

c . CHICOM o ff -s h o r e  is la n d s  12NI''I.

-  CINCPAC requested  th a t the July -  August 
p a tr o l w ith  the USS Maddox be c lea red  fo r  CPA's as fo l lo w s :

a . North Vietnam ese Coast 8 NM,

b . North Vietnam ese I s la n d s , 4 NM, and

c .  CHICOM Coast 15N14.

-  DRV and CHICOM r e a c tio n  to  the CPIAIG p a tr o l ,  
noted belov;, had been q u ite  l i m i t e d :

a . On 28 February, a Kronstadt - c la s s  p a tr o l c r a f t  in t e r ­
cep ted  and paced the CRAIG fo r  a sh ort p er io d ;

b. On 29 February, one u n id e n t if ie d  a ir c r a f t  remained 
36 m ile s  from the CFIAIG fo r  about tv;o hours,

• c .  On 1 !4arch, Haiphong a le r te d  the M aster o f  a DRV 
sh ip , *'lhe sh ip  appearing i s  the enemy. Our Navy i s  p r e se n t­
ly  pursu ing and t r a c k in g ,"

. d .  On 2 March, Peking Issu ed  280th se r io u s  warning.

- ‘CINCPAC's 15 Ju ly  p rop osa l was approved, as 
'req u ested  by the S ta te  Department, Deputy S ecre ta ry  o f  
iDsfense^.:ajnd ..th:-s.'-:Spi2.c la l- A s s is ta n t  to  th e  P r e s id e n t .

-  F ir s t  In c id en t (2 August)

-a* In tercep t o f  North Vietnam ese communications 
(COMINT, Atch ^ )  on 1 August In d ic a te d  th a t  the MADDOX 
'was b e in g  tracked  by DRV naval e lem en ts. Daring the same 
day, the DRV Southern F le e t  Base a t BEN THUY radioed an 
u n id e n t if ie d  su rfa ce  c r a f t  th a t a d e c is io n  had been made to  
"Fight the enemy to n ig h t ."  At 1244H the next d a y ,• the DRV 
Northern F le e t  base a t Port Vs'allut v̂ as ad vised  cy Swatov?
Boat T-142, "Received Orders 146 - l4 2  DID use h igh  speed  
to  go to g e th e r  v;ith enemy fo llo w in g  to  launch to rp ed o es ."
An a tta c k  was ap p aren tly  imminent a t  l4 l2H  v:hen an u n ic e n f i-  
f ie d  shore s ta t io n  ordered the T-146 to  "leave the T-135 and 
turn back to  path o f  the enemy . . . .  to  a t t a c k ." At

DINAR
DECLASSinEB
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I 6O7H the MADDOX reported  b eing  a ttack ed  by th ree  North 
Vietnam ese c r a f t  and th a t i t  was opening f i r e .

b . Subsequent DRV COMINT su b s ta n tia te d  rep o rts  from  
the MADDOX th a t an a tta c k  had, in  f a c t ,  occurred . COMINT 
r e f l e c t io n s  in d ic a te d  th a t the a tta ck  had been ca rr ied  
out by DRV Torpedo F l o t i l l a  135 comprised o f  T-333^ T-335 
and T-339* DRV communications rev ea led  th a t the T-339 
’;;as sunk w h ile  the T-336 su sta in ed  heavy damages; the T-333 
ap p aren tly  escaped w ith  on ly  minor dam,ages.

-  Second In c id en t (4 August)

a . On 4 August, DRV naval communications (COHINT, 
Atch #1 ) again  in d ic a te d  p rep ara tion s were underw’ay fo r

• an oth er a tta c k  th a t n ig h t . The T-142 and T-146 (Sv;atow 
b o a ts )  were ordered to  prepare fo r  ’'M ilita ry  O perations."  
The T-333^ which v;as in v o lv ed  in  the p rev iou s in c id e n t ,  
was ordered to .  o b ta in  o i l  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  the second  
a tta c k . That n igh t the MADDOX jo in ed  by the USS TURInFER 

A -J-gii. JOY, reported  su rfa ce  and a ir  co n ta c ts  on t h e ir  radar
sc r e e n s . The su rfa ce  c o n ta c ts  v/ere la t e r  id e n t i f i e d  as 
h o s t i l e ,  and a t 22hOE the MADDOX opened f i r e .  Subsequent 

h  rep o rts  from the d estr o y er s  in d ic a te d  th a t p o s s ib ly  tv;o
b oats had been sunk. This was la t e r  confirm ed by a 

message s t a t in g ,  ”We s a c r i f ic e d  tv;o comrades but a l l  
are brave and recogn ize  our o b lig a t io n s ."  The same message 
reported  th a t tv;o enemy p lan es had been shot a t and a t  
l e a s t  one damaged. A la t e r  rep ort s ta te d  th a t "an enemy 
v e s s e l  perhaps wounded."

b . D eb r ie fin g  o f  the p i l o t s ,  p rov id in g  a ir  coverage  
over the MADDOX and TURNER JOY, revea led  th a t during the  
In c id en t they observed gun f la s h e s  on the su rfa ce  o f  the ■

^  w ater and b u rstin g  l i g h t  AA a t t h e ir  approxim ate f l i g h t  
a l t i t u d e .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t the DRV PT b oats m istook  
the il lu m in a t io n  f la r e s  b ein g  dropped by the a ir c r a f t  as 
h i t s  on the p la n es .

- In response to  Jo in t C hiefs o f  S ta f f  in s t r u c t io n s ,  
a m odified  DESOTO P a tro l was resum.ed on 7 August and com pleted  
on 8 August. The northern p o in t fo r  t h i s  m odified  track  v;as 
1841N. No DRV h o s t i l e  r e a c tio n  to  the p a tr o l was in d ic a te d  
during 7 - 8  August p er io d . CINCPAC was au th orized  to  w ita -  
dravj the d estro y ers  from the area due to  Typhoon "IDA", , 
hov’ever  he was ab le to  com p lete . ’tne m od ified  p a tr o l on 8 
August p r io r  to  v;lthdrav;lng.

-  CINCPA.C, by h is  message 080155Z, requested  
p erm ission  to  conduct an oth er f u l l  s c a le  DESOTO P a tro l in to  
the G ulf o f  Tonkin during the p eriod  12 -  17 A ugust. The 
p a tr o l was con sid ered  n ecessa ry  in  viev; o f  the recen t  
a t ta c k s ,  the forced  retirem en t from the Gulf due to  Typhoon 
IDA, and th a t th e  in t e l l ig e n c e  o b je c t iv e s  fo r  the area  
north  o f  20°N la t t i t u d e  had not been f u l f i l l e d .  The p a tr o l  
has been disapproved a t t h i s  tim e but .v /ill be con sid ered
a t a la t e r  d a te .

ConcluEions -  C o rre la tio n  o f DRV cor.a:unicr.tiono t r a f f i c  
and c l t u i t i o n  3ur.u‘naries from the su rface  2nd ?'ir u n it s  
in v o lv e d , ■ .v e r i f i e s  th a t the two in c id e n ts  not o n ly  took

TOP SECRST DINAR



p la c e  but the a tta c k s  v;ere in s t ig a t e d  by th e  DRV u sin g  
Svjatows and motor torpedo b o a ts .

-  Examination o f  tra ck s o f  the I'lADDOX/TURNER 
JOY and the u n it s  o f  OPLAN 3^A in d ic a te s  th a t th ere  v;as 
no mutual in te r fe r e n c e . A d d it io n a lly , the MADDOX/TURNER 
JOY were not in  the 3^A o p era tio n s area v;hen the ttro sh ip s  
were a tta ck ed .

TOP' fiEORBS DINAR

_____
RALPH D. STEAKLEY ____
C olon el, USAF ^
C h ief, J o in t R econnaissance  

Center 
O perations D irec to ra te

A ttachm ents
3 , Chronology o f  Events Derived  

from message t r a f f i c
2 . Chart showing f i r s t  in c id e n t
3. Chart showing second in c id e n t
4 . Chart showing MADDOX/TURNER JOY 

tra ck s

Prepared by:

Cdr H.E. P itzw a ter , USN
J o in t R econnaissance C enter, J -3
E xten sion ; OX 5-7356
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ATTACHP-IEHT 1 

chponoloctY op E\?EMTS

D A T ii/T im
(HOTEL)

28 J u ly

3 0 0 8 3 0

USS FJJ5D0.X 

MADDOX

SHIPS/PTF POSITION REMARKS

17-OlN
IO8 - 29E

D eparted Keelung^ Taiv/aii

S igh ted  2 PT type c r a f t  
th a t  p assed  ahead sou th ­
e r ly  heading "NASTY CLASi’ 
Two more s ig h te d  15 
l a t e r  one ’’sane c la ss"  
o th er  appeared to  he 
S o v ie t  ^'P-6 c la s s " .  CPA 
3 r a ile s .

fv'i n 5

301^05

301^̂ -J0

301610

PTPs 2^3 , 5 ,6

virlT-aJ-vvJivu 344 j
PTPs 2 ^ 3 ,5 ,6  

PTPs 2 , 3 ,5 ,6

Underway
DAIJAÎ G

16 - 2ON ' ' 
108-20E

17-OON 
IO8 - 2OE

302110 PTFs 2 ,3 ,5 ..  6 18-^0
107-10 1

302315 PTPs 2 ,3 ,5 ,6 19-00
106-16

PTP 2 and 5 then  pro­
ceeded d ir e c t  to  HON 
NIEU. PTFs 3 and 6 d irec  
to  HON m .

310002 FTP 3^6 HON m PTPs com m enced bom bard- 
D e n t HON lyiB.

'310037 PTPs*2 ,5 HON NIKU PTFs coiDiuenced bom bard­
m ent HON NTKU.

3100^8 PTPs 3 ,6 HON M PTPs d e p a r te d  from  a r e a

3ICIIO PTPs 2 ,5 HON HIEU PTPs d e p a r t e d  from  a r e a '

FTP 2 ,5 - R e tu r n e d  t o  b a s e  a lo n g  
sam e r o u t e  a s  a p p ro a ch

PTPs 3^6, •• R e tu r n e d  t o  b a s e  v i a  
19-OON, IO6 - I 6E t h e n c e  
d i r e c t  t o  D anang

310730 PTF 2 - S u f f e r e d  an e n g in e  
c a s u a l t y .

310S55 PTP 6 DMIMG A r r iv e d  a t  b a s e

- 3110-^15 PTF 5 DAl'IAI'IG A r r iv e d  a t  b a s e

311055 PTP 3 DANANG A r r iv e d  a t  b a s e

3 1 1 1 2 0

3 1 1 3 0 0

PTF 2 

MADDOX

DANAl-IG

17-05N
IO7 - I 8E

A rrived a t base

Arrived a t P t. ALPHA. 
S igh ted  60-80  junlcs 
ap p aren tly  f i s h in g .

Q?0 P SBOMiiq? DINAR
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DATE/TJr^. SHIPS/PTP 
(HOTBL)

0 1 1 6 0 0

0 1 1 8 0 1

14ADD0X

DERIVED PROM 
COMIWT SOUÎ CES

POSITION

1 8 -0 ^ .9 N
106-^ 1 , Be

REMARKS

012000 MADDOX 19-OON 
105- 5^ .3E

0 1 2 2 1 9 DERIVED PROM 
COMINT SOURCES

012222

0 2 0 0 2 7

DERIVED FROM 
COMINT SOUl'lCES

DERIVED PROM 
COMINT SOUIiCES

0 2 0 1 5 2 DERIVSD PROM
cor-m rr s o u r c e s

020255 DERIVED PROM 
COMINT SOURCES

A message was in te r c e p te d  
b ein g  p assed  from Naval 
Hqs a t BEN THUY to  su r-  
i'ace v e s s e l  h u l l  #377  
vjhich v;as in te r p r e te d  as 
an apparent p la ii coordin?  
t io n  o f  n a v a l /a r t i l l e r y  
e le n e n ts  f i r e  m iss io n s  
on n a u t ic a l ch a rts  to  
support DRV n aval p a t r o l s . 
I t  was in te r p r e te d  as 
b ein g  a  p o s s ib le  r e a c tio n  
t o  r e c e n t "enemy in c u r s io a  
in  DRV waters','

110 junks f i s h in g  c r a f t  
s ig h te d . USS FiADDOX 
se n t:  "Contemplate 
se r io u s  r e a c t io n  my move­
ments in  v i c i n i t y  P t, 
C h arlie  in  near fu tu r e .  
R eceived  in form ation  
in d ic a t in g  p o s s ib le  
h o s t i l e  a c t io n s" .

Message in te r c e p te d  
in form in g  v e s s e l  T-1^2 
"Turn on equipm ent.
Enemy go in g  in  course o f  
52 d e g r e e s . Located  
9NI-4 from HON Î IE b earin g
1 3 ^ ".

V e sse l T-1^6 se n t  "Enemy 
lo c a te d  a t 9NI-I from 
EON ME b ear in g  1^00".

BEN THUY sen t a m essa g e■ 
t o  T-255 n o tin g  th a t  i t  
had been "decided to  f ig h t  
th e  enemy to n ig h t  when 
you r e c e iv e  d ir e c t in g  
ord ers" . T-255 was queriec 
i f  she had r e c e iv e d  "the 
enemy’ s co n secu tiv e  
change from 52/''

O bservation  p o s t  on HON 
ME and Swatov; C lass PGM 
T-1^6 v:ere inform ed th a t  
01 1800 p o s i t io n  o f  enemy 
v e s s e l  v;as 11 NI'I SE o f  
HON I.IE b earin g  I 6 8 .

Port V /allut inform ed same 
Svjatow c la s s  v e s s e l  T-1^5 
th a t  th ree  v e s s e ls  from 
BN 135 have been ordered  
to  HON Iffi.

TOP Oee-RET DINAR
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I
DATE/TIME S H I P S /^ POSITION REMARKS

020-^100 MADDOX 19'-05.1N
1 0 5 -5 ^ 2

020'J13 DERIVED FROM 
COMINT SOURCES

Swatov; C lass PGM T-377 
rep orted  "the u n it  was' 
launched a t 0230G- aiid 
was w a itin g  n o r th ea st  
o f  HON NGU.

D20^ij8 MADDOX MADDOX se n t:  "Have 
term inated  o r b it .  Pro­
ceed in g  due E ast froin 
P t. "C a t ten  knots 
u n t i l  d a y lig h t . Heavy 
co n cen tra tio n  o f  junl<s 
to  North",

0 2 0 6 ^ 5 M.'UDDOX MADDOX rep orted : "Condi­
t io n s  unchanged. U n less  
othervjise d ir e c te d  ar.i 
proceed in g  to  P t . DELTA.

D21100 MADDOX 19-^7K "Sighted approxirjately
106-08E 75 ju n k s. W ill d e v ia te  

froD tra ck  as n ecessa ry  
to  avoid  p a ss in g  • 
through ."

021230 MADDOX MADDOX rep orted  " sigh ted  
3 PT c r a f t  10 D ile s  
North o f HON ME Is la n d  ■ 
on a S ou th erly  heading
-  -  speed 20X. CPA 7im , 
E valu ated  as P -^ s." ’

0212Hk DERIVE.D PROM 
COMINT SOU-RCES

T-1^2 to  Port Vlallu": 
"received  orders -  1^:6, 

-1-^2 PID (1 group n is s in g ]  
Use h igh  speed to  go 
to g e th e r  i^ith enony
fo l lo w in g  to  launch  
to r p e d o e s ."

TOP-OECriET DINAR
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DAT~S/TIivS SHIPS/PTP 
(HO-T.?L)

POSITION -pzviAm:

0 2 1 3 1 5 MADDOX

021412 DERIVED FROxM 
COMINT SOURCES

0 2 1 5 ^ 0 MADDOX

0 2 1 5 ^ 7 DERIVED FROM 
COMINT SOURCES

]̂ 'I/:DDOX rep orted : "S ight­
in g  2 p o ss . Swatow c la s s  
North o f HON ME on Soiith- 
e r ly  h ead in g . Speed i3K„
A ll appeared to  be head­
in g  fo r  v i c i n i t y  o f  EON J',

An u n id e n t if ie d  source  
s t a t io n  p o s s ib ly  SAI'i SON 
19^3 3 ON/IO5- 55E ordered  
th e  T- 1((6 to  " leave the  
T -I35 and turn  back to  
th e  enemy and a tta c k ."

"I an being, 
approached by E i speed  
c r a f t  v/ith apparent 
in t e n t io n  o f torpedo  
a tta c k . I  in ten d  to  open 
f i r e  i f  n ecessa ry  in  s e l f  
d efen se" .

Betvjeen 0215^17 thru  
022230, DESOTO P a tr o l V7af. 
under continuous  
su r v e i lla n c e  by DRV naval' 
e lem en ts . S evera l 
r e fe r a n c e s  to  r e p u ls in g  
th e  eneny v;ere n oted .
Track d ata  r e v e a ls  th a t  ̂
th ree  v e sse ls^  the T-1^12j 
T -1̂ 16 and th e T-135 c lo s e  ' 
and in s t i t u t e d  th e  a c t io r  
on the MADDOX. h^J

0 2 1 5 3 0

0 2 1 6 0 7

i .-X i ~
Ry)DOX 19--^ 7N From MADDOX: "3 torpedo

1 0 6 - 3 1 . IE b o a ts  n ear in g  on b earin g
h f :2 6 8 °  range 1 1 . 5  NI'I c lo s ir

a t  5 0  K ts." To H e
S i > f  -r̂ oZi 'la.

I4ADD0X MADDOX: "Being a t ta c k e d • f} r ' 
b  ^by 3 DRV PT c r a f t .  I  a -

0 2 1 6 0 8 KADDOX 1 9 - 4 1.5N  
JLO6-35.62

opening f i r e  v;it;-i 5 inch  
b a tte r y . A ir support froM  
TICO ETA 15 r-inutoG."

PT b oats c lo se d  to  9000 
yards j riADDOX turned to  
cou rse  15C-̂  f ir e d

w iih  5 ’’learning .^ o t s  
gu n s. Speed 27 k n o ts .  
Torpedo b oa ts continued  
to  c lo s e ,  talcen under 
c c :'.tinuous f i r ^ .
Although rece iv j.u g  nui'jer- 
ous h i t s  and near D is s o s ,  
2 b o a ts  c lo se d  to  about 
5000 y a rd s, and because  
o f volume o f gun f i r e  
Dade an in e f f e c t i v e  lau:ic 
o f  2 to rp ed o es . JIADDOX 
turned away and torpedoes  
p assed  on starboard  s id e  
from a f t  to  fori'.'ard.
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DA-TE/Tir'iS SHIPS/PTF 
(HOTEL)

021608 (Cont»d)

POSITION miWiS

D21608 MADDOX

0 2 1 6 2 1 MADDOX

0 2 1 6 2 2 DERIWD FROM 
COMINT SOURCES

. 0 2 1 6 2 9 MADDOX

Machine gun f i r e  fr ‘0“i 
PT r e s u lte d  in  one h i t .  
A fter  b oa ts turned avray 
MADDOX turned to  puraus 
u n t i l  TICO a ir c r a f t  
a r r iv e d . MADDOX d ir e c te d  
a ir c r a f t  to  a t ta c k .

Message fron  CTG 7 7 * 5  to  
C0i'-I7THFLT sa id :
”1 .  14ADD0X 25K cla im s  
b ein g  pursued by 3 h igh  
speed ^5Kt su rfa ce  cra ft,.
2 .  Orig p ro v id in g  H F-BE 
cover armed ivith Zuni 
and aixio.
3 . In s tr u c te d  n ot to  opei 
i ' lr e  u n le s s  MiU>DOX or 
a ir c r a f t  f i r e d  u p o n ."

Third torpedo boat had 
p u lle d  alm ost abeam^ and 
a t tiiTie o f  r e c e iv in g  
d ir e c t  h i t ,  dropped 
torpedo in  xvater. Was 
n ot observed to  run (torj:

T-1^6 in s tr u c te d  T-1^2 
( 6157) order 135 "Do
not mal<e war during d a j-  
(P retend  to  go to  th e  
shore then  retu in i to  
HON ME " .)

From M/iDDOX: "PT c r a f t  
com pleted torpedo a tta ck  
and r e t ir e d .  Ship  
su s ta in e d  no damage.
Ships guns damaged one. 
A ir c r a ft  from TICO nov7 • 
a tta c k in g  one c r a f t .  I  
am r e t i r in g  to  the  
S o u th ea st" .

0 2 1 6 3 0 HADDOX ■̂1 F -8 s a rr iv ed  over MADDC 
and on req u est by I-LADDOX 
a tta ck ed  3 motor PT boat.s 
B oats p roceed in g  avray a t  
h igh  speed in  N orth erly  
d ir e c t io n .  2 PT b o a ts  
VT0\'e aoproxim ately  10  
m ile s  North o f  MilTDOX 
and 1 about I 3 m ile s .
The f i r s t  F -8s a tta ck ed  
th e  Nox-’th e r ly  p a ir  o f  
PTs vjith Z unis. No h i t s  
on the f i r s t  run . One 
a ir c r a f t  rep orted  h i t  but 
s t i l l  in  c o n tr o l ,  v;as 
to ld  to  o r b it  MADDOX.

9 0 ? SSGREg  DINAR



TOP SECfig g  DT.NAR

DAa?E/TIM5 SHIPS/PTP 
(HOTFX)

021530 (Cont»d)

POSITION REMAPXS

0216^1 MADDOX

0 2 1 6 5 9

0 2 1 7 0 0  D E R r/ED FROM
COMIKT SOURCES

0 2 1 7 0 7

Another Zuni run and M 
s t r a f in g  a tta ck s  v;ere iuciv3/0 • 
Zuni d id  n o t 'h i t  ta r g e t  
but h i t s  were observed in  
th e  s tr a y in g  ru n s. 2 PT's 
not observed to  slovj down. 
Second 2 F -8s a ttack ed  
S ou th erly  s in g le  PT b o a t . 
R ockets were expended on 
f i r s t  run but no h i t s  
ob served . Each a ir c r a f t  
T-iade t\^o s t r a f in g  ru n s, one 
a ir c r a f t  a g a in s t  the North­
e r ly  p a ir .  H its  vrere 
observed on a l l  s tra .fin g  
runs and s in g le  PT boat was 
rep o rted  dead in  w ater and 
burning near s te r n .

MADDOX sen t: "PT c r a f t  
cor.ipleted torpedo a tta ck  
and r e t ir e d .  Ship  
su s ta in e d  no dainage. Ships 
guns damaged one. A ir c r a ft  
from TIGO novr a tta c k in g  1 
c r a f t .  I  an r e t i r in g  to  
S o u th ea st" .

COI'.TJ'THFLT se n t:  "To Mî DDOX: 
R e tir e  from area u n t i l  
s i t u a t io n  c le a r s  and further  
a d v ise d . Do not pursue  
a tta c k in g  c r a f t .  F ir e  as 
n ecessa ry  in  s e l f  d e fe n se .  
Report s i tu a t io n " .

The T-1-^2 and 1^6 turned  
back to  HON I'E I s la n d s ,
At 022230H, m essages v;ere 
se n t  to  the T-1^6 t e l l i n g  
her to  n e e t  th e  T-l<i2 and 
T-135 a t KON ME Is la n d , thei 
go ir m e d ia te ly  to  19̂ ! IN 
106373 . A fter  a r r iv in g  
th ey  should in v e s t ig a t e  the  
area  fo r  a rad iu s o f 10̂ 'R-I 
f o r  a DRV v e s s e l  which was 
wounded and l o s t  because o f  
eneny a ir c r a f t  f i r e  or 
because o f  engine tr o u b le  ■ 
or out o f  f u e l .  A fte r  f in d ­
in g  i t  th ey  were d ir e c te d  
to  tow j.t back.

C0T'I7T.T?LT to  TICO: "D irect 
your p ic k e t  (TURInIER JOY) 
to  c lo s e  MADDOX b e s t  sp eed . 
Give MADDOX a l l  p r a c t ic a b le  
a ir  support, w^hile main­
ta in in g  own AAW p o stu re" .

DINi\R



-¥ep~ssessa . d in .aji

DATE/TIME 
" n r o T E L j "

021715

0 2 1 9 ^ 2

0 3 1 5 2 7

0 3 1 6 1 0

0 3 1 6 1 6

0316^-15

0 3 1 7 0 ^

0 3 1 7 2 7

031753

031818

SHIPS/PTP

MADDOX

DERB/ED FROM 
COMINT SOURCES

EifflDOX

PTPs 1 ,5

FTPS 2 ,6

PTPs 1 ,2 ,5 ,6

DERIVED FROM 
COMINT SOURCES

MADDOX

DERIVED FROM 
COMINT SOURCES

DB-RTJED FROM 
CCMINT SOURCES

POSITION

1921 . 5N
2 06ij6E

19-OON
10553E

DANANa

DANANG

I 62ON
10S20E

lS;i‘7N
I 0608E

0318^5 PTPs 1 ,2 ,5 ,6

geg-ssĉ g? DiiiiiR 7

1700N
10820E

REMARICS

MADDOX r e t i r in g  a t  b e s t  
speed to  rendezvous vjith 
Turner joy thence TICO, 
A n tic ip a te  rendezvous 
a p p ro x in a te ly  022000H,

DRV v e s o e l  T-1'^2 p assed  
th e  fo?.lov;lng recap  froD  
i t s  sh ip s  lo g  fo r  2 Aug:
"1525 -  Saw th e 135 attac^'
th e  eneny".
"1630 -  Were ordered to  
turn around and return  
to  concentrate and to  
coanunicate V7ith l6 5 '‘»

MADDOX r e p o r ts :  "Air 
radar novj o p e r a t iv e .  
D etected  probable sk in  
head radar b ear in g  330T 
a t  031^20 in d ic a t in g  
p o s s ib le  su r fa ce  su j?ve ill-  
ance o f  ny novenent" .

Underway fron  b a se .

Underway fron  b a se .

A ll PTFs in  company.

The T-l^!2 sen t the follov.'- 
in g  message to  an unident- 
j f i e d  s t a t io n :  "At 1^205 
( 152OH) HON MS rep orted
2 eneir.y sh ip s  b earin g  
170° range 25N̂'i course 0 ,

MADDOX rop::-rts: "No 
DRV m il i ta r y  c r a f t  
s ig h te d . CTG 77 -5  
provided  continuous a ir ,  
support throughout patrol.

The T-l^!2 rep o r ts  the  
1845H p o s i t io n  o f  the  
DESOTO d e str o y er s  as 
201® o f f  HON .MS,

DRV rierchajit cargo THONG 
I'EAT r»assed urgent nessac- 
to  V ie t  NEWIS NATH 
n a r it in e  tra n sp o rt service: 
"031625 a t a d is ta n c e  o f  
ISNM from VAL SOV SCN̂  
th ere  i s  1 prop a ir c r a f t  
303 from the d ir e c t io n .
They v : i l l  f l y  to  o\
th e  sh ip  maneuver a f t e r  
th a t  to  f l y  d ir e c t ly  in  
th e  d ir e c t io n  o 
v : i l l  sneoic."

the sh i!

PTP 2 engine casu a lty ., 
commenced retu rn  to  b ase ,



d in a r

DAG[S/rir-a . SHIP3/PTP 
(HOTEL)

0 3 2 0 0 0

0 3 2 1 1 0

0 3 2 2 2 2

0 3 2 3 5 2

0 3 2 ij0 0

032^00

0^0002

0^0020

0 ^ 0 0 2 5

0^0100

0 ij0 6 2 5

0 4 0 6 5 0

0 4 0 7 1 5

041300

I'l/iDDOX

PTF 2  

PTJ?s 1:,5j»6

PTF 6

PTP 1

PTF 5'

PTP 6

PTF 6 

PTPs 1 ,5

PTF 6

PTF 6 

PTF 5 

PTP 1 

I4AD.D0X

PG3rriON

1 9 2 1 . 2N 
1 0 6 4 7 .9E

I 7 5 SN
IO7 I IE

1845N 
10716E

1752N
10627E

1 7 5 7 . 30N 
10630. 20s

1758 . OON
10630. OOE

DANANG

DAITANG

RSMAEK3

M-'IDDOX sonds: ”I  I'atand 
to  Toroceed Sou th east to  
D.8'':2N IO75O.F, thence Nortr 
to  p o s i t io n  1853N lOT'SSS 
thence West to  P o in t DELI. 
a r r iv in g  and connencins  
l i n e  p a tr o l to  P o in t  
CHAELIS a t 041300."

Retiirnecl to  b a se .

PTFs coninienced independer.t 
approach to  t a r g e t s .

MADDOX r e p o r ts :  "Hold 
su r fa ce  co n ta c t 012T 
range 3 8 .5  n i l e s .  Con­
t a c t  has p a r a lle le d  ray 
rnovenent in c lu d in g  ZIG 
ZAG fo r  p a st hour,
TURNER JOY h o ld s ECM 
c o n ta c t ev a lu a ted  as Skin  
Head radar on sanie b ea r­
in g . S tron g ly  su sp ec t  
shadow by b lo ck  p a t r o l /
PT c r a f t ."

Corainenced f i r e  on 
m ilita r y  cor.;plex lo c a te d  
a t  South baiilc o f  RON 
J i i v e r .

Cor.Tinenced f i r e  on VTMHi 
SON radar s i t e .

Comnenced f i r e  on 
SON radar s i t e .

Ceas3d f i r e  and departed  
froD  a rea .

PiB:'sued by oner.iy c r a f t .

Ceased f i r e ,  departed  
fro n  a rea , and connnenced 
re tu rn  to  b ase  a long  
approach r o u te .

O utd istanced  pursu ing  
crarrt and coriraenced 
re tu rn  to  base a long  
approach r o u te .

A rrived a t b a se ,

Ai’r.1.ved a t b a se .

A rrived a t b a se .

K.IDDOX sends: " V ic in ity  
o f P t . DELTA. Corjr.encir*g 
p a tr o l to  P t. CHARLIE. 
W ill remain North o f  
I 91ON per r e f .  A. I

TOP SSeRET DINAR 8



g:op 'Or.onsg
DAT5/TI.MS SHIPS/PTP 

(HOTEL)

0^1300 (Cont»o:)

POSITION

MADDOX 1 9-i7N
IO6I 9E

0 4 1 6 5 0 DEMVKC^PROM 
COMIiYT SOURCES

PE-r^APKS

iil;end. withdrav; to  E ast 
a t 0^1730 . A ir support 
in  the a rea . No 3 ig n i f -  
ic y j it  s ig h t in g /d e te c t io n .  
Suspect shadow continued  
South a f t e r  my turn  Nortl 
a t  0-^0100. L ast co n ta c t  
a t Ô Ô IOO range 78 n l l e s '

I4AI>D0X sends: " V ic in ity  
o f  P t . DELTA p a tr o l l in g  
to  I 91ON. S;uspect 
shadov: 15 ra iies to  the  
E a st . C ontact has p a r a l l ­
e le d  my noven^ents fo r  th e  
p a s t  fou r  hoi-irs. Unahle 
to  have continuous over­
head l o ’A’ CAP from the  
TICO due to  d is ta n c e ."

In a s e r ie s  o f  r .essages  
r e le a s e d  by T-1^2 to  HAI 
PONG on  ̂ Aug s iz e d  up 
th e a f t e r  a tta ck  rep o rt  
o f the a tta ck  on the  
'MADDOX'''.

0^1 7 0 1 - DSim^ED PlJOIi 
COilliiT SOURCES

0 ^ 1 7 1 0 DERIVED FROM • 
COMII'IT SCOIiCES

The 3 MT3s vihlch v:ere 
engaged, T -333, T-336  
and th e  T-339 com prised  
vjhat i s  b e lie v e d  to  be 
i'TZD Sq 1 3 5 . Damage r e s u lt  
in  our rep o rt i s  as 
f o l lo w s : 333 vrith 3
h o le s ;  p o s s ib le  l i f e  
boat damage; lube o i l  
p ressu re  i s  low; aux- 
illijijr^ / engine damage^ 
a f t e r  p ip e  damage 
su sp ec ted .
M‘i3 339: Sunk as 
rep orted  by T -333.
MT5-336: H eav ily  damaged 
vjith many h o le s .  Our 
o i l  l i n e s  damaged and 
p o s s ib le  o i l  contam ina-' 
t i o n .  Tank gun b a r r e l  
damaged; 2 men wounded. 
(T h is M'IS was towed to  
p o s s ib ly  VA>J ICOA. ) "

I'-Til PHOIIG had irJTorr.:od 
Swatov-J G lass PC-n T-li-S  
and BACH D/iiTC- th ere  ore  
t>7o o b jo c tlv o o j enemy 
a tta c k  v e s s e l s  lo c a te d
a t  1952 . 25N 10529. 25s  
Dt 132IK a:^d 'a t  I 936N 
1Q519.25E a t lkk5Z ,  .

KAI PKOICG infor;::od 
vessolG  T-1.̂ J2 o f  DSSCT-0 
d e str o y er s  lo c a t io n :  
Tii-.;e l-ii5K d o , i t  ion
1935 .2311'10ol9 .30E .

•T or d ii 'Iar



d in a r

d a t b / tim h: s h i p s / p t f

(HOTEL)'
POSITION

0 ^1 9 ^ 0 DERIVED FROM 
COMINT SOURCES

0^ 20^ 0 MADDOX 1<?10.7N
IO7 OOE

0^ 20^ 9

0 4 2 1 3 6

042208

0 4 2 2 3 4

042240 lyiADDOX

REMARKS

HAI PHONG infoPDed vesse3  
T-142 (Sivatovj C lass} to  
Dake ready fo r  m ili ta r y  
o p era tio n s fo r  the n ig h t  
o f 4 Aug. The s i s t e r  sh ir  
T-1^6 has a ls o  rec e iv e d  
siirjilar o rd ers,
COi'iMENT: Message 
in d ic a te d  th a t  a l l  
e f f o r t s  were b e in g  nade 
to  in c lu d e  MTB T-333 in  
t h i s  op era tio n  as soon  
as a d d it io n a l o i l  can be 
obtained  fo r  th a t v e s s e l ,
(I'HB T-333 p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  o r ig in a l  a t t a c k .)

From T5ADD0X: "Received  
in fo rr ia tio n  in d ic a t in g  
a tta ck  by PGN/P-4 .uTs cr 
Proceeding S outheast a t /v;
b e s t  speed".

rX' < uxs'
0

7THELT sen t to  MADDOX:
"At f i r s t  l i g h t  5‘ Aug 
proceed to  in te r c e p t  
o r ig in a l tra ck  between  
P t. CHARLIE and DELTA 
a t I 9ION. Remain on 
t h i s  track  during day­
l i g h t  h ou rs. Further  
I n s tr u c t io n s  to  fo llo v j" .

TICO rep o r ts: "I'LADDOX 
rep o rts  two u n id e n t if ie d  
si.irface v e s s e ls  (Skur^Ics) 
and th ree  u n id e n t if ie d  
a ir c r a f t  (B o g ie s ) ."

MAD:̂ -̂0X rep o r ts:  
"Unidentif-Ied a ir c r a f t  ■ 
disappeared  from radar  
sc r e e n . U n id e n tif ie d  
su rfa ce  c o n ta c ts  not 
c lo s in g  t h i s  time^ 
n a in ta in in g  d is ta n c e  o f  
27 m ile s .

TICO r e p o r ts :  "Tvv’o 
o r ig in a l Skunl-cs opened 
to  40 m ile s .  Three nev; 
Skmiks co n ta cted  a t I 3 
m ile s ,  Clc-ced to  11 m ile s  
eva lu a ted  as h o s t i l e .  
CAP/STRIKE/PHOTO over­
head under c o n tr o l o f  
MADDOX."

KAJDDOX rep o rts:
"Comrjenced f i r in g  on 
c lo s in g  PT b o a ts ."

TOP -gBORET DINAR 1 0



^OP ■SS€>jEC[> DINAR

DATB/TIivIB SHIPS/PTF 
(HOTEL)

POSITION REMARKS

0^ 2248

OiJ2252

0^12315

0^ 2 3 4 0

0^12350

0 4 2 3 5 4

mDDOX

MADDOX

MADDOX

MADDOX

MADDOX

DERIVED PROM 
COMINT SOURCES

1817N
10732S

”T\'70

• £cU.'Clr^

h ..

f  a  ̂ I

MADDOX r e p o r ts :
Skunks on beam c lo se d  
to  10 inileG , 2 South a t  
4o m ile s  c lo s in g  a t  
r e la t iv e  speed o f  70 
k n o ts . ”

l̂ADDQX r e p o r ts :  ’'Aa iindei 
continuous torpedo a t t a c h .

MADDOX r e p o r ts :  "Have 
thus fa r  s u c c e s s fu l ly  
avoided a t l e a s t  s i x  
to rp ed o es . S n a il c r a f t  
co n tin u in g  a t ta c k s .

■ B e lie v e  one sunk by 
TURNER JOY. At l e a s t  
two rem ain".

MADDOX r ep o r ts :  "PT from 
VJest continued  a tta ck in g  
run. MADDOX opened f i r e .  
PT launched torpedo".

MADDOX r e p o r ts : "Am 
under a tta ck  aga in ."

Swatow C la ss  PGN T-142 
rep orted  to  MY DUG (1952 . 
45N 105572) "Vie sh o t a t  
two eneny a ir p la n e s  and 
a t l e a s t  one was damaged^ 
Vie s a c r i f ic e d  two comrade 
(p o s s ib ly  two b o a ts )  but 
a l l  are brave and 
rec o g n i2e oui? o b lig a tio n ?
A-lso rep orted  to  same 
s t a t io n  th a t "an enemy 

I  a ir c r a f t  vjas observed  
I f a l l i n g  in to  the s e a .  
Enemy v e s s e l  perhaps 
v/ounded. ”

X '/~  C p  ^ Air I. i f  ^ - . , 0  
0

p!iV
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