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Doc# DocTvpe Doc Info Classification Pages Date Restriction

21a cable Saigon 3359 - sanitized, 4/2014
dup., #54, NSF, Country File, Vietnam, 
"NODiS-LOR, Volume2A," Box 46

TS 4/13/65

45a memo Intellligence Memo - sanitized 8/98
dup., #198, NSF, Country File, Vietnam, 
Volume 32, Box 16

4/20/65

Collection Title National Security File, NSC Histories
Folder Title "Deployment of Major U.S. Forces to Vietnam, July 1965, Volume 3"

Box Number 41

Restriction Codes
(A) Closed by Executive Order 13S26 governing access to national security information.
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document.
(C) Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift.

4/11/2014
initials
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, I
NATI ONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

F O R M  OF
D O C U M E N T C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  OR T I T L E D A T E R E S T R I C T I O N

#45a memo

# 4 8 a T 5 p ^ r  

Tnpinm—

CIA s e c r e t  ^  ■
OCI no. 1196/65  2 p

(dU T ^ icates #198 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32)
top aeer e t  (gp--l)—----------------

-̂ S  l - 6 5 M » n ^ -  -  - l l - - p ^ —

04 / 20/65

i 4

(d u p lic a te s  #120  in  NSF, CF, Vietnam, V ol. 33) 
s e c i e L (gp

- t W / 2 1 7 6 5 "

-C T 2T
Specici3r~memo '

( ^ g d ic a t e s  #99 in  NSF, CF, Vietnam, V o l. 33)

A

_ _  A

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y  
D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1 9 6 5 , v o l  3

R ES TR IC TIO N  CODES

(A) C lo se d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rder 11652 g o v ern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u ri ty  in form ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  or by  the  ag en cy  w h ich  o r ig in a ted  th e  docum ent.
(C) C lo se d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  deed  of g ift.

G E N E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N GSA FORM 7122 ( 7 - 7 2 )
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NATI ONAL ARCHI VES AND RECORDS SERVICE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PR ESID EN TIA L LIBRARIES)
S'

F O RM O F
D O C U M E N T C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  OR T I T L E D A T E R E S T R I C T I O N

iHOa iiieuiD

itZ hd . lu c 'i

JtALa nvamn-.

TO OSD FOR CONSULTATION

-Wfih I 1 ij.! U' I I I 'T ~

1 Pto  S e c S ta te  & SecD ef from Bundy
( d u p l ic a t e s  #217 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )

----------------------------- - t f i f c r 9 « r r e t -  <
to  p r e s id e n t  from McG. B. I p

( d u p l ic a t e s  #207  in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )
-WH------------------------• S B L i 'e b -  6 - j j u . ^

to  pr c a ld o n t— from McC. /V c -j

0 4 /1 0 /6 5

0 4 /1 4 /6 5

-04 /2 0 /6 5

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y
D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1 9 6 5 , v o l  3

R ES TR IC TIO N  COOES

(A) C lo se d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rder 11652 g o v ern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u ri ty  in fo rm ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  o r by  the  ag en c y  w h ich  o rig in a ted  th e  docum ent.
(C) C lo se d  in  a cc o rd an c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  deed  of g if t.

G E N E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N GSA FORM 7122 ( 7 . 7 2 )
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NATI ONAL ARCHI VES AND RECORDS SERVICE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PR ESIDEN TIA L LIBRARIES)

FORM OF
D O C U M E N T

C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  OR T I T L E D A T E R E S T R I C T I O N

#3:03—iraanncr 
w / r S p ^ t

tnp seo ret-
- 4 - ^

# t3a-ca !rt5 -

#14a c a b le-

<t35a -e ablo

to  Bim.dv--£;t;oin Mc.NautjliLoii _ ^
( d u p l ic a t e s  #220  and 220a in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l.
- e s f i ---------------------------- ^  -  <ft!> ^

C«K;PACrO9104'0r' p a ? t I o f  I I  2 p

"OSD ■— -------  top oii.Li’a.1
CIE€gA€-e9-1040^ W r t  I I  o f  I I  I p

- e s B - t op seer c t
3 PDEF 009164

^ ^ ^ l i c a t e s  , V o l. 32 )

32)

0 4 /0 9 /6 5

0 4 /0 9 /6 5

0 4 /1 5 /6 5

-473c report - -OSB top s e c r e t - -
-ra»—Vietnam

.A

A

-04/25/65.

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y
D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1 9 6 5 , v o l  3

RESTRICTION COOES
(A) C lo se d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rder 11652 g o v ern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u ri ty  in fo rm ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  or by  the  ag en c y  w h ich  o rig in a ted  th e  docum en t.
(C) C lo se d  in  a cc o rd an c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  deed  of g if t.

G E N E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N GSA FORM 7122 ( 7 - 7 2 )
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T
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVI CE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PR ESID EN TIA L LIBRARIES)

FORM OF
D O C U M E N T C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  OR T I T L E D A T E R E S T R I C T I O N

U a- mamo -JGS — -------------- top s e c r e t  6 y i ^
to  Spr-r>p f  f-rnm f^n . T«THqo1qt- Z.---^-p-

\ r y  

W W 4 S -

#26a cabl e T f e * -
-rfCS 009012-

top secret (gp 3)
--------------- -----------

V
04/1 4/65

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y
D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1 9 6 5 , v o l  3

RESTRICTION CODES

(A) C lo se d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rder 11652 gov ern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u ri ty  in fo rm ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  or by  the  ag en c y  w h ich  o rig in a ted  th e  docum ent.
(C) C lo se d  in  a cc o rd an c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  d eed  of g if t.

G E N E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N GSA FORM 7122 ( 7 - 7 2 )
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NATI ONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PR ESID EN TIA L LIBRARIES)

F O RM OF
D O C U M E N T C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  OR T I T L E D A T E R E S T R I C T I O N

y /H - a - c H tT ± e - -startE" top sectfet. ^
1 3.-P3290 ftutu Salguli d.-p

( d u p l ic a t e s  #63  in  NSF,CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )
- 0 ^ / 0 8 / 6 1 .

#21a  c a b le

r f ? 7 a  r a V > 1 p

s t a t e
3359 from Saigon  /

top  s e c r e t
0 4 /1 3 /6 5

S t  a t - p top o ccro t-
- i-p -

y/28a cable-

3368 from Ddigon m (4-'
nri NSF, CF. Vietn am . V o l. 32 )  

^ t a t e - ----------------- Lop s e c i e l ---- j-------' 'S
3374 f i-om Sar gon

(ciupli cfi-Hpg in  N,<̂TT̂ r.]Tj V ietnam , V o l.
-X-p-----

32 ) C>yU'.

-g /i/iV fts .
? < r 'y ' / y ' ‘r

•^YZ-y-y

cdbtg-

"#37C'~eab4-&-

s t a t e  top s e c r e t  
7532  to  Saigon  
(p a r t i a l  d u p lic a te  o f  # 3 3 c)  

-8t;.ata------

- 0 4 ^ a A Z £ 5 _ _ _

B aigon
--------U3p - e a « a L -
- a a b i i f t s ----------------------------- 2 _ _ - --------------------------a — 0 4 /1 8 /65

#37a cably' ■Tstate--------------
to  Bundy from Taylor ■0 4 /1  7t/-

//40a c a b le ...s t ate- to p ■ s e c r e t ■
3' î23 fiuiii S a igon

(dupU r n t Oin in  NGF, CF, Vietn am , V o l. 32)

♦

♦

-A-

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y  
______________ D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1 9 6 5 . v o l  3
R E S TR IC TIO N  CODES

(A) C lo se d  by E x ec u tiv e  O rder 11652 g o v ern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u ri ty  in fccm ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  or by  the  ag en c y  w h ich  o rig in a ted  th e  docum ent.
(C) C lo se d  in  a cc o rd an c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  deed  of g ift.

GENERAL S E R V IC E S  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N GSA FORM 7122 ( 7 - 7 2 )
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NATI ONAL ARCHI VES AND RECORDS SERVI CE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PR ESID EN TIA L LIBRARIES)

F ORM OF
D O C U M E N T C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  OR T I T L E D A T E R E S T R I C T I O N

# 4 ia  c a b le
3-p------ r(- e4 /17/65

S t a t s
3432 frcm  Saigon  
( d u r i ig a t oo #9 NSF C^, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )

#43a cab le

■# 47a memo

^/MQa cab le

- #50a cab le

-  -#5t a  eab le-

copy o f  V ie n tia n e  1712
( d u p l ic a t e s  #97a in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 33 )
s t a t e  -----  top s e c r e t  (gp 3)

- 2379 t o  Sa igon  ------------ ----- --------------

iit53b- mgmn

#53c -cable--

^SI]^-€«Wre-
#57ar----

•<(̂ 580 eoiblo -

1 P
s t a te---------------- -
CAP65120
( d u p l ic a t e s  #183  in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )
s t a t e -----------------------> - ^ p  y o r r o ^ ^  >-
to  p r e s id e n t  from Geo. B a ll  1 p
( d u p l ic a t e s  #121a in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 3^) 
* t a t e-------------------„top c o o r c t /-  3-3' ■30

l.P

s t a t e t op s e c re t- • I

34 77 fro m &a l go n -

g t - a t - o

tjB__Iayl<rr—frmn Rusk
( p a r t ia l  d u p lic a te a o f  # 5 3 c )  
s t a t e }

^^2C_^ret
lisle / 3sp-

0 4 /1 8 /6 5

0 4 /2 1 /6 5

0 4 /2 7 /6 5

^ l4 /2 4 /S 5

O k f l H ( > 5

0 4 /2 2 /6 5

2397 Saigon

s t a t e

■St at,p.

-top  -« ecr e t- i^ ^ x 8> 
>aigon---------- -

• )
-4-p-

npurpt—
1 P3505 from Saigon

( d u p l ic a t e s  #39 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 33).
---------------- ^ op s e c r e t—

3511 from Saigon t o  Rusk from -Taylor 3-p—

161b ooblrr

-#6frr I’, nil 1c

^ 4 /2 2 /6 5

-04/2^/45-

0 4 /2 3 /6 5

-0 4 /2 4 /6 5

SCate]------------
copy Sa igon  3504 ( d u p l ic a t e s

txip b ec ieL
i 7 k 0 4 /2 4 /6 5

arat^ to p  s e c r e t  ■
copy V ie n tia n e  1712 ^  I p
( d u p l ic a t e s  #^9a)
StatP____________ 1-r»p gorr-Qf__  O "

0 4 /2 6 7 /6 5

Dalguii 3552  -*rp-
Cdup1 i natFin #971a.-i n . N ^ , CF, ViRtnam, Ynl. .3.3)

04 / 2'7/ 65-

A

A

- A

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

T - 'l
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y
D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1 9 6 5 , v o l  3

R E S T R I C T I O N  C O D E S

(A) C lo se d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rder 11652 govern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u rity  in fo rm ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  or by  th e  ag en cy  w/hich o rig in a ted  th e  docum ent.
(C) C lo se d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  deed  of g ift.

G E N E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  GSA DC 7 3 - 4 9 5 GSA FORM 7122 (7-72i

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



NATI ONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVI CE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PR ESIDEN TIA L LIBRARIES)

FORM O F
D O C U M E N T

C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  OR T I T L E D A T E R E S T R I C T I O N

#fi9n ffnhir aLaLy top  *10 ora t .
35D2 riu'iu Sdlguu ( d u p l ic a t e s  # 6 6 c ) -2-P- -Q4/27/6‘)

i l i a ,  c a b le t ap ocege t  ( gp -»)----
0 4 /3 0 /6 5

y/H a  oab lo

-# 7 7 a -cabl e

s t a t a-------------
2468 to  S a ig o n , e t  a l  2 -p
( d u p l ic a t e s  #51 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 33 )

■stata------------------- feop s e cr e t--------------
3606 from Gaigon-------_____________________________2 t> 05 /0 1 /6 5
( d u p l ic a t e s  #136 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 3^),
^ a t e - ------------------ top  s e c r e t —  C- O' '7f

-&rom &a±gon t o  ^Uisk front Tay lo r ---- --------- 1 p -05/O>/65

t©|>* s e c r e t  " * _
3 6 ^  f « S » 3 a ± ^ o f t —
( d u p l ic a t e s  #113 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 3^)

- A . _

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

1
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y
D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1 9 6 5 , v o l  3

R E S TR IC TIO N  CODES

(A) C lo se d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rder 11652 govern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u rity  in fo rm ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  o r by  the ag en cy  w h ich  o rig in a ted  th e  docum en t.
(C) C lo se d  in  a cc o rd an c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  deed  of g ift.

G E N E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N GSA DC 7 3 - 4 9 5 GSA FORM 7122 ( 7 . 7 2 }

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE 

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)
FORM OF 

DOCUMENT CORRESPONDENTS OR T I T L E DATE RE STR IC TIO N

f - rn m  <^ n i  i f c m  0 r\ r>/. /n-7 / e c A— f  U  f  /  DD----—.......... 'ft" ---

■atate- s e c r e t  / - ^ e - a u

3267 from Saigon  1 p
(d u p l ic a t e s  (^70 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 3 2 )

0 4 /0 8 /6 5

0 4 /0 9 /6 5
M i

A

A

— #33b c a b le  —

2259 to  Saigon  2 p
( d u p l ic a t e s  #120 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )

£\.

o c a L t?  - ■otsuitst.  \ i5 P  '  y ^ K ^ r c . .  / p  / o
0 ' l / 9 7 / A « L A

r

- A - - -

v#o 3- ,—e - r i r t c —

from Saigon  to  SecSfi&fie #3422 1 p
( d u p l ic a t e s  #13  in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )

0 4 /1 7 /6 5 A

se o ro c  —
3384 from Saigon  2  p
( d u p l ic a t e s  #27  in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )

0 4 /1 4 /6 5 A

-WLaLC- ------ 1 % , . ^  U ' 7 / - 7 ' < /
n/i /'>n A

[d u p lic a te s  #3 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 32 )
—iia  f  n  } f  n p J \

‘ ifD O 'Si c a b l e S t a t e  s e c r e t  ■■
AIL O m  U a ig O H  ■ -■:» p ---------- -------- A ---- —

Am ^  1 ^

3539 from Saigon  2 p
(d u p l ic a t e s  #22 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 33 )

0 ^ /2 6 /6 5 A

3529 from Saigon  2 p
[d u p lic a te s  #25 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 3 3 ) ,

0 4 /2 6 /6 5 A

------- L *1

s e c r e t  • / _  a . f
3632 from Saigon 5 p
( d u p l ic a t e s  #120 in  NSF, CF, V ietnam , V o l. 3^)

0 5 /0 3 /6 5 A

*— w r y S t —C a O i .c
AC t r \  L t  £ C A

-

30^3"rr0m aalgon' ..........................—  ■ ------ ^ ~ V  " ' A

F I L E  L O C A T I O N

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  F i l e ,  NSC H i s t o r y  
D e p lo y m e n t o f  M a jo r  U .S . F o r c e s  t o  V ie tn a m , J u l y  1965 , v o l  3

RESTRICTION CODES

(A) C lo se d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rder 11652 govern in g  a c c e s s  to  n a tio n a l se c u ri ty  in form ation .
(B) C lo se d  by s ta tu te  or by  the  ag en c y  w h ich  o rig in a ted  th e  docum ent.
(C) C lo se d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  r e s t r ic t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  d o n o r 's  deed  of g ift.

I

G E N E R A L  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N GSA DC 7 3 - 4 9 5 GSA FORM 7122 ( 7 - 7 2 }

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



1 ' V •

k -  “  ......... - . J
jl" ' " !■

..6*^1

, . ■ : ■ v’̂  -. ' , ;

r '■? i
^SAM ^ 1 ?  -  ^ . i  i i " -

'•. J- 5 - ;' ■'
..... ........ r  > r  I;

- 4 I -v~ffvt -  ! i
7 .

^  ‘ Ur»A Wa-«<| . ^  (^«-t*>OUv0 i
■■■' vi . y ?

“ G j'xs4 ^  c.tf-vwY
" _  . . .   ̂

-  fijdjtuxM »4MyUtM-tS 7-l-ld. W<*Si j(AJt)f Cf- ^ > '■
- : • ■........ ,.............. r r ^  f J  /p ^   ̂ -

-  - 5 ^  > ( . A ^   ̂ i(

SM. knJU)L . ‘ '  “  <=t̂  CUsLuouf {̂ SJJL C4f\̂ A*JCkJ' ^

N 3
1  /  (f ' 

/CtAluiyi (  "t ixjcM'if) i
u  ^  r ................................t

F jiii 7 .  — 0J^< H iJiAj<jcr̂  •
a t-'

ooAicc^Xdfi^ 3^/?l/ ma>c/  < U u / ^

H S  .

................................ ........... ........................................  p ^ -...- ...... ...... Y i VVUT^ , ,  ,

^tcc^udliv^i,-<is^ \,̂ lÂ -/̂ /M)-Â c..4v<■J-vÔ  ̂ 1A J 'y  i— -j y. f  ̂ !,

-^C^Q>tA- 2- Ai(J>X . d>> |1

"  / < i M a A . i r  f;‘

m u

■ jjaS> CeHM\yejJ QyvvvL̂ Mvui\-.<L£-<!î  On̂ yuiÂ

K «:

- E‘'

osû  h/n ^  Cov.'tAM̂. thP . 7.S rx>b ‘-vi-cA.aayiiZ.
-•̂ '- /  • /• . p'v.

- î  OOOA^uMur  ̂ *f' 2  /SiuJ c/ } kiA ‘ 4̂Mm /  .;l
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6^wJi> t \ CK>^ ĵn  ̂ A S u iA i& ^ C c*^  oJtJ>  c M . U  U S , ^ / l* j  [ 5

i i S _  xt1AjC<V«-0 ^ j ^ A S L d  'TZjL ^  /U^cXAtAftX * -  ̂ "

Tq jJ ^

A H .

A 1

l^ s

oj^AdX' ,_______

- V / i l

J U .

J C $  tft C l  k) C P  A C  •  eJ iiiA  id I l k L -^^  ( ftjM ^ ( ! s ] /lt/d iJ A * ^ )  ^ ft* / -'̂

L .^  h  ^  u .  .  ' i X r . }

a q

TcxAyljr^ (Jm l aM  tc  /̂ AAMAMi /.^um > < ^ />) m/i» .c/ ^   ̂

? W  1/ K g - V ^ - ^  ■ y F fa  -

h o

m

J i i

. (̂  \ l l ^  -

6<m(v C  « *

t-i-
-k ;v

• T jU A ^  j)O u \J lj

M

J 4

- m

'A ■%M

C A  1 ^ 4 1 0 ^  O ^JtyU ro-J^_____________
p:'--;

J l 5 ! L  - V ^ L t ^  t ,  A f ^ M U Z -  

( k ^  f y , ^  u / /  6 1 / / ^ IT-': -

M & -m/ a.cc^ c a x / c c < > ^  KuuK uu
I I '

4 ’->‘

f l ^ .
J l i S :

î■~ V;.î
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o o T f iO iK S  TELEGRAM L a p e s t m © B t  e l  S t a t e
INDICATE: n c o L iE a
□ CHASGi TO

§ y
Orljin

IpfOi

FLASK c 'V f  ^
ACTiON: Arnem bassy Saigon

INFO: CIDTCPAC 
DOD

EiCDIS

PR IO RH T

0 2 S  M

3^
M  5 8 32 p;i ’t 5

r

/ '

SAIGON PASS COMUSMACV

JOINT STATP;/DEFEN3E MESSAGE

REF: A. GINCPAC's 042058Z (A m bassador T aylor sends) and 
B. Beptel 2184

In d iscussions with Quat it is  considered m ore desirab le  to

describe  the m ission of the M arines a s  engaging in itia lly  in counter-

insurgency combat operations in the vicinity  of the M arine bases

{Da t tang and Hue-Phu Bai). Following acquisition of experience in

those local counterinsurgency operations, the m ission carj'oe expanded

into a s tr ik e  ro le  in coordination witri ARVN operations, in vrf.der

a re a s  as requ ired  by c ircum stances.

In am pjification of la s t sentence second para  refdeptel, rep o rt

of conclusions reached a t m eeting betv/een A m bassador Tajricr and

G eneral W estm oreland (mentioned second p a ra  re fte l A) coupled wiUi

re p o rt of Amb T ay lo r 's  m eeting v/ith Quat tMs subject will be

s a t is fa c to r - : ’.
tyz

F E : J ? r c ie larid :jmv 4 /5 /65
C!»eran:«s:

? E  ~ Leonard Unger

DOD - A dm iral Blouin

S/S -  H r . B s r t ie y r-TTi,- \
RPPROD'JCTiON R O M  TMiS CO!5Y 15
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Page___ ? _ o f  telegram to . Airjembassy Saigon

^?G P-SeeM ST-

_ - re approYal
sa tisfac to ry . Washington determ ination SI^§3^ntW of concept

v/ill be based on these rep o rts .

Concur with approach outlined p a ra  3 re f te l A.

G P-3

END.

BALA.
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T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E

WAS HINGTON

A p r i l  6, 1965

t

NATIONAL. SE C U R IT Y  A C T IO N  M EM ORANDUM  N O . 328 | .

M EM ORANDUM  FO R  , h

THE S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E  
T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F D E F E N S E
THE D IR E C T O R  OF CENTRAL, IN T E L L IG E N C E  f

On T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  1, The P r e s i d e n t  m a d e  th e  fo llow ing  d e c i s io n s  w i th  
r e s p e c t  to  V ie tn a m :

1. S u b je c t  to  m o d if ic a t io n s  in  th e  l ig h t  of e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  
to  c o o rd in a t io n  and  d i r e c t i o n  b o th  in  S a igon  and  in  W ash in g to n , th e  
P r e s i d e n t  a p p ro v e d  the  4 1 -p o in t  p r o g r a m  of n o n - m i l i t a r y  a c t io n s  s u b 
m i t t e d  by A m b a s s a d o r  T a y lo r  in  a  m e m o r a n d u m  d a te d  M a r c h  31 , 1965.

2 . The P r e s i d e n t  gave  g e n e r a l  a p p r o v a l  to the  r e c o m m e n d a 
tio n s  s u b m i t te d  by M r .  R ow an  in  h is  r e p o r t  d a te d  M a r c h  16, w i th  the 
e x c e p t io n  th a t  th e  P r e s i d e n t  w i th h e ld  a p p r o v a l  of an y  r e q u e s t  f o r  s u p 
p l e m e n ta l  funds  a t  th is  t im e  - -  i t  is  h is  d e c i s io n  th a t  th is  p r o g r a m  is  to  
be e n e r g e t i c a l l y  s u p p o r te d  by a l l  a g e n c ie s  and  d e p a r tm e n t s  and  by the  
r e p r o g r a m m i n g  of a v a i l a b le  fu n d s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  w i th in  U SIA.

3 .  The P r e s i d e n t  a p p ro v e d  the u r g e n t  e x p lo r a t io n  of th e  12 
s u g g e s t io n s  fo r  c o v e r t  and  o th e r  a c t io n s  s u b m i t te d  by  the  D i r e c t o r  of 
C e n t r a l  In te l l ig e n c e  u n d e r  d a te  of M a r c h  31 .

4 .  T he  P r e s i d e n t  r e p e a t e d  h is  e a r l i e r  a p p r o v a l  of th e  21- 
p o in t  p r o g r a m  of m i l i t a r y  a c t io n s  s u b m i t te d  by G e n e r a l  H a ro ld  K .
J o h n so n  u n d e r  d a te  of M a r c h  14 and  r e - e m p h a s i z e d  h is  d e s i r e  th a t  
a i r c r e i f t  and  h e l i c o p te r  r e in f o r c e m e n t s  u n d e r  th is  p r o g r a m  be 
a c c e l e r a t e d .
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5 . T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a p p ro v e d  an  1 8 -2 0 ,0 0 0  m a n  i n c r e a s e  in
U. S. m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r c e s  to  f i l l  ou t e x is t in g  u n i ts  an d  su p p ly  n e e d e d  
lo g is t i c  p e r s o n n e l .

6. T he  P r e s i d e n t  a p p ro v e d  the d e p lo y m e n t  of two a d d i t io n a l  
M a r in e  B a t ta l io n s  and  one M a r in e  A i r  S q u a d ro n  and  a s s o c i a t e d  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
and  s u p p o r t  e l e m e n t s .

7 . The P r e s i d e n t  a p p ro v e d  a  ch an g e  of m i s s i o n  f o r  a l l  M a r in e  
B a t ta l io n s  d ep lo y ed  to  V ie tn a m  to  p e r m i t  th e i r  m o r e  a c t iv e  u s e  u n d e r  
co n d i t io n s  to  be e s t a b l i s h e d  an d  a p p ro v e d  by  the S e c r e t a r y  of D e fe n s e  in  
c o n s u l ta t io n  w i th  th e  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te .

8 . The P r e s i d e n t  a p p ro v e d  the  u r g e n t  e x p lo r a t io n ,  w i th  the  
K o re a n ,  A u s t r a l i a n ,  and  N ew  Z e a la n d  G o v e r n m e n ts ,  of th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  
of r a p id  d e p lo y m e n t  of s ig n i f ic a n t  c o m b a t  e le m e n ts  f r o m  t h e i r  a r m e d  
f o r c e s  in  p a r a l l e l  w ith  th e  a d d i t io n a l  M a r in e  d e p lo y m e n t  a p p ro v e d  in  p a r a 
g r a p h  6.

9 . S u b je c t  to  c o n t in u in g  r e v ie w ,  th e  P r e s i d e n t  a p p ro v e d  the  
fo llow ing  g e n e r a l  f r a m e w o r k  of con tin u in g  a c t io n  a g a in s t  N o r th  V ie tn a m  
and L a o s :

We sh o u ld  co n tin u e  ro u g h ly  the  p r e s e n t  s lo w ly  a sc e n d in g  
te m p o  of ROLiLiING THUNDER o p e r a t io n s ,  be in g  p r e p a r e d  to ad d  s t r i k e s  
in  r e s p o n s e  to a  h ig h e r  r a t e  of VC o p e r a t io n s ,  o r  c o n c e iv a b ly  to s low  
the  p a c e  in  the  u n l ik e ly  e v e n t  VC s la c k e d  off s h a r p ly  f o r  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  to  
be  m o r e  th a n  a  t e m p o r a r y  o p e r a t io n a l  lu l l .

The t a r g e t  s y s t e m s  sh o u ld  co n tin u e  to  av o id  th e  e f fe c t iv e  GCI 
r a n g e  of M IG s. We sh o u ld  co n tin u e  to  v a r y  th e  ty p e s  of t a r g e t s ,  s tep p in g  
up  a t t a c k s  on  l in e s  of c o m m u n ic a t io n  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e ,  an d  p o s s ib ly  
m o v in g  in  a  few  w e e k s  to  a t t a c k s  on th e  r a i l  l in e s  n o r th  and  n o r t h e a s t  
of H an o i.

L e a f l e t  o p e r a t io n s  sh o u ld  be ex p an d ed  to  o b ta in  m a x im u m  
p r a c t i c a b l e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e f f e c t  on  the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  p o p u la t io n .

B lo c k ad e  o r  a e r i a l  m in in g  of N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  p o r t s  n e ed  f u r t h e r  
s tu d y  and  sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  f o r  f u tu r e  o p e r a t io n s .  I t  w ou ld  have  m a jo r  
p o l i t i c a l  c o m p l ic a t io n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  r e l a t i o n  to  the  S o v ie ts  an d  o th e r  
t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  o f f e r s  m a n y  a d v a n ta g e s .

f
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c
A i r  o p e r a t io n  in  L a o s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ro u te  b lo ck in g  o p e ra t io n s  

in  th e  P a n h a n d le  a r e a ,  sh o u ld  be s te p p e d  up to the  m a x im u m  re m v u ie ra -  
t ive  r a t e .

10. A m b a s s a d o r  T a y lo r  w i l l  p r o m p t ly  s e e k  th e  r e a c t io n s  of 
the  S ou th  V ie tn a m e s e  G o v e rn m e n t  to  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e c t io n s  of th is  p r o 
g r a m  and t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  and  in  th e  e v e n t  of d i s a p p r o v a l  o r  
d i f f icu l ty  a t  th a t  end , th e s e  d e c i s io n s  w i l l  be  a p p r o p r i a t e ly  r e c o n s i d e r e d .  
In an y  e v e n t ,  no a c t io n  in to  V ie tn a m  u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h s  6 and  7 above  
sh o u ld  ta k e  p la c e  w ith o u t  GVN a p p r o v a l  o r  f u r t h e r  P r e s i d e n t i a l  a u t h o r i z a 
t io n .

11. The P r e s id e n t  d e s i r e s  th a t  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  the  a c t io n s  in  
p a r a g r a p h s  5 th ro u g h  7, p r e m a t u r e  p u b l ic i ty  be av o id ed  by a l l  p o s s ib le  
p r e c a u t i o n s .  The a c t io n s  t h e m s e lv e s  sh o u ld  be ta k e n  a s  r a p id ly  a s  
p r a c t i c a b l e ,  b u t  in  w ays  th a t  sh o u ld  m i n i m i z e  any  a p p e a r a n c e  of su d d en  
c h a n g e s  in  p o l ic y ,  and  o f f ic ia l  s t a t e m e n t s  on t h e s e  t r o o p  m o v e m e n ts  w i l l  
be m a d e  on ly  w i th  the  d i r e c t  a p p r o v a l  of the  S e c r e t a r y  of D e fe n s e ,  in  
c o n s u l t a t io n  w i th  th e  S e o re te . ry  of S t a t e .  The P r e s i d e n t ' s  d e s i r e  i s  th a t  
th e s e  m o v e m e n ts  and  c h a n g e s  shovild be u n d e r s to o d  a s  b e in g  g r a d u a l  and  
w h o lly  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  e x is t in g  p o l ic y .

M c G e o rg e  Bundy

T O P ~ S E . G R » F -
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THE J O iN T  CHIEFS O r  STAFF 

W A S H IN G T O N ,  D.C . 2 0 3 0 1

C M -5 3 4 -6 5  
6 A p r i l  1965

M EM ORANDUM  F O R  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  D E F E N S E

S U B JE C T : O v e r - a l l  A p p r a i s a l  of A i r  S t r ik e s  A g a in s t  N o r th  V ie tn a m  
7 F e b r u a r y  1965 to  4 A p r i l  1965

1, S ince  7 F e b r u a r y  U n ite d  S ta te s  f o r c e s  h a v e  c o n d u c te d  34 a i r  
s t r i k e s  an d  South  V ie tn a m e s e  f o r c e s  h a v e  c o n d u c te d  10 a i r  s t r i k e s  in  
N o r th  V ie tn a m , T h e s e  s t r i k e s  u s e d  c o n v e n t io n a l  w eap o n s  in c lu d in g  n a p a lm  
w ith  th e  h e a v i e s t  b o m b  b e in g  1000 po;inds . The t a r g e t s  in c lu d e d  one n a v a l  
b a s e ,  two a r m y  su p p ly  d e p o ts ,  t h r e e  a m m u n i t io n  d e p o ts ,  two a r m y  b a r r a c k s  
a r e a s ,  one a i r f i e ld ,  n in e  r a d a r  s i t e s ,  and  t h r e e  h ig h w a y / r a i l r o a d  b r id g e s  
an d  a s s o c i a t e d  r o u t e s ,

2, U n ti l  3 A p r i l  w hen  a  MIG d a m a g e d  a  U, S, a i r c r a f t ,  an d  4 A p r i l ,  
w hen  tw o N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  M IGs s h o t  dow n two U, S, p la n e s ,  en em y  
r e a c t i o n  h a d  b e e n  l im i t e d  to  a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i r e  f r o m  w eap o n s  up  to  5 7 - m m  
c a l i b e r .  T he  South V ie tn a m e s e  h a v e  l o s t  s ix  p la n e s  w ith  one p i lo t  b e l ie v e d  
k i l le d ,  and  two m is s i n g ,  U, S, l o s s e s  havfe b e e n  25 p la n e s  w ith  one p i lo t  
k i l le d ,  two p i lo ts  c a p tu r e d ,  an d  n in e  m i s s i n g ,

3, T he  a i r  s t r i k e s  h a v e -n o t  r e d u c e d  in  any  m a j o r  w ay  the  o v e r - a l l  
m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of the  DRV, D a m a g e  in f l ic te d  on th e  A r m y  supp ly  
d ep o ts  and  a m m u n i t io n  d e p o ts  h a s ,  of c o u r s e ,  r e d u c e d  a v a i l a b le  su p p l ie s  
of c e r t a i n  m i l i t a r y  i t e m s ,  h,Tjt t h e s e  l o s s e s  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  c r i t i c a l  to  N o r th  
Vietna^Qiese m i l i t a r y  opercCtions, D a m a g e  to  the  n a v a l  b a s e ,  a r m y  b a r r a c k s ,  
th e  a i r  f ie ld s  a n d  r a d a r  s i t e s  w as  n o t  su ch  a s  to  h a m p e r  in  a  s e r io u s  w ay 
D RV  cap a b i l i t i^ s , ' ' '"W e  h a v e  no e s t i m a te  of NVN c a s u a l t i e s ,  I  b e l ie v e  th a t  
th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of the  r a i l r o a d /h ig h w a y  b r id g e s  a t  T hanh  H oa  a n d  Dong 
P h u o n g  an d  the  Dong H oi h ighw ay  b r id g e  i s  th e  m o s t  d a m ag in g  m i l i t a r y  
b lo w  d e l iv e r e d  to  d a te .  T h e  lo s s  of t h e s e  b r id g e s  w il l  s lo w  down lo g i s t i c a l  
s u p p o r t  to  the  s o u th e r n  p o r t io n  of th e  DRV. I f  w e fo llow  up  a s  p la n n e d  w ith  
a d d i t io n a l  s t r ik t ’ s a g a in s t  r a i l r o a d  an d  h ig h w ay  b r id g e s ,  r a i l r o a d  ro l l in g  
s to c k  t r a p p e d  so u th  of T h an h  H oa, and  a r m e d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  m i s s i o n s  
a lo n g  th e  key  h ig h w ay s  so u th  of th e  20 th  p a r a l l e l ,  w e sh o u ld  b e  a b le  to  app ly  
a  s e r i o u s  s t r i c t u r e  to  DRV l o g i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t  to  th e  sou th , in c lu d in g  th a t
to  L a o s  and  to  th e  VC in  South  V ie tn am ,

4, P r i o r  to  th e  r e c e n t  s t r i k e s  on the  b r id g e s ,  th e  e co n o m ic  e f fe c ts  of 
o u r  a t t a c k s  w e r e  m in im a l .  No do u b t th e  f ish in g  in d u s t r y  h a s  b e e n  h a r a s s e d  
b y  m a r i t i m e  o p e r a t io n s  and  a r m e d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  f l ig h ts  a lo n g  th e  c o a s t .

BECLASSI7IED 
Authority ^

.NARA,Cate */'■
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T h e  l in e  of c o m m u n ic a t io n s  s t r i k e s  r e f e r r e d  to  above  sh o u ld  ap p ly  i n c r e a s in g  
e c o n o m ic  p r e s s u r e s  a s  w e l l  a s  m i l i t a r y  lo g i s t i c  p r o b le m s .

5, T he  a i r  s t r i k e s  h a v e  c a u s e d  a  b u i ld - u p  of AAA d e fe n s e s  and , cou p led  
w ith  th e  s h o r e  d e f e n s e s  in c lu d in g  b e a c h  w a tc h e r  u n i ts  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  the  
N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  G o v e rn m e n t  b e c a u s e  of m a r i t i m e  o p e r a t io n s ,  h a v e  th e  
e f fe c t  of i n c r e a s i n g  th e  n u m b e r  of r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  an d  p a r a - m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s .
In  o th e r  w o r d s ,  m a n p o w e r  r e s o u r c e s  d e v o ted  to  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  
b e e n  i n c r e a s e d  a t  th e  e x p e n s e  of th o s e  a v a i l a b le  to  th e  eco n o m y .

6, A ny a s s e s s m e n t  of th e  im p a c t  of o u r  a i r  s t r i k e s  on th e  a t t i tu d e s  
of th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  G o v e rn m e n t  a n d  p eo p le  m u s t  be  d e d u c e d  f r o m  the  
s m a l l  e v id e n c e  a v a i l a b le  to  th e  o u ts id e  w o r ld  f r o m  a c lo s e d  C o m m u n is t  | 
s o c ie ty .  I  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  fo llow ing  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  r e a s o n a b le  c o n c lu s io n s  
in  th e  l ig h t  of th e  e v id e n c e  w e hav e :

a .  T h e  m i l i t a r y  a r e  k e e n ly  a w a r e  of th e  d e s t r u c t i v e  p o te n t ia l  of 
o u r  f o r c e s .  T h ey  a r e  a t t e m p t in g  to  e s t a b l i s h  g ro u n d  d e fe n s e s  to m a k e  us  
pay  a  good p r i c e  fo r  e v e r y  t a r g e t  s t r u c k .  T he  D RV  A i r  F o r c e  e x h ib i te d  
c o n s id e r a b l e  d a r in g  in  i t s  tw o c la s h e s  w ith  o u r  a i r c r a f t .  T h e  DRV N avy  h a s  
d i s p e r s e d  an d  h a s  i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t io n s  to  i t s  v e s s e l s  n o t  to  open  f i r e  on h o s t i l e  
a i r c r a f t  u n le s s  th e  a i r c r a f t  a c tu a l ly  in i t i a t e  a n  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  th e m ,

b .  T h e r e  a r e  in d ic a t io n s  th a t  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  p e o p le  a r e  
a p p r e h e n s iv e  of th e  f u tu r e .  One r e p o r t  h ig h l ig h ts  the  d i f f e r e n c e  in  pub lic  
a t t i tu d e  in  H aiphong  in  J a n u a r y  — d e s c r i b e d  a s  ’’e x u l ta n t"  - -  and  th a t  in  
M a r c h  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " d e p r e s s e d  an d  f e a r f u l ,  "

c .  O u tw a rd ly ,  th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  g o v e rn m e n t  a p p e a r s  to  be  
xm influenced  by  o u r  a i r  s t r i k e s .  T h e  d e g r e e  to  w hich  th is  o f f ic ia l  a t t i tu d e  
i s  b a s e d  upon  a  d e s i r e  to  r e a s s u r e  i t s  own p e o p le ,  to in f lu en c e  w o r ld  
a t t i tu d e s  a g a in s t  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  an d  to  d i s c o u r a g e  u s  f r o m  con tin u in g  
o f fe n s iv e  a c t io n s  i s  im p o n d e r a b le .  M o r e o v e r ,  the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  
G o v e rn m e n t  nnay b e l ie v e  th a t ,  w ith  the  s u p p o r t  of C o m m u n is t  C h in a  and 
th e  USSR, VC s u c c e s s e s  in  South  V ie tn a m  a n d  w o r ld  op in ion  w i l l  e v en tu a l ly  
g ive  th e m  th e  v ic to r y .  In  o th e r  w o r d s ,  they  a r e  w il l in g  to  pay  a  p r i c e  fo r  
South  V ie tn a m , On th e  o th e r  h an d , in t e r c e p t e d  m e s s a g e s  r e v e a l  th a t  c e r t a i n  
p o p u la t io n  c e n t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t i a l l y  e v a c u a te d ,  a i r  r a id  s h e l t e r s  h a v e  
b e e n  p r e p a r e d  an d  a i r  r a i d  d r i l l s  c o n d u c ted ,  a n d  the  g o v e rn m e n t  h a s  
i n c r e a s e d  m i l i t a r y  d e f e n s e s .
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7, In  s u m m a r y ,  I th in k  i t  f a i r  to  s t a t e  th a t  o u r  s t r i k e s  to  d a te ,  w h ile  
d a m a g in g ,  h a v e  n o t  c u r t a i l e d  DRV m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s  in  any  m a j o r  w ay . 
T h e  s a m e  is  t r u e  a s  r e g a r d s  the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  e co n o m y . T he  N o r th  
V ie tn a m e s e  p e o p le  e x h ib i t  an  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  d e g r e e  of a p p r e h e n s io n  fo r  
th e  f u tu r e .  T h e  H ano i G o v e rn m e n t  co n t in u e s  to  m a in ta in ,  a t  l e a s t  p u b l ic ly ,  
s t o i c a l  d e te r m in a t io n ,

8, A t  t a b s  A  th ro u g h  F  a r e  m o r e  d e ta i l e d  d i s c u s s io n s  of s p e c i f ic  
a r e a s .

E A R L E  G. W H E E L E R  
C h a i r m a n  

J o in t  C h ie fs  of S taff
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T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e

W A S H I N G T O N

Apri l  7 ,  1965

M ac:

Y ou  o u g h t to  r e a d  w h en  you  
h a v e  a  m o m e n t .

C L C

ii
i.■“t
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C E N T R A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E  A G E N C Y

6 A p ril 1965

MEKORAKDUM

SUBJECT: Conm m ist In te n t io n s  in  South Vietnam

1 . R ecent ev idence b e a r in g  on CccimuniBt in te n t io n s  in  South 

Vietnam in c lu d e s : ( a )  co n tin u in g  in d ic a t io n s  o f in c re a s in g  V ie t 

Cong (VC) m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g th  and c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  

n o r th e rn  p ro v in ces  o f South Vietnam w hich th e  CoJimunists term  

M il i ta ry  Region V; and (h ) a  number o f s ta tem en ts  em anating from 

th e  V C -con tro lled  N a tio n a l L ib e ra tio n  Fi’on t and frcm  Hanoi,

P e ip in g , Moscow, end Pyongyang which r a i s e  th e  sp e c tre  o f la rg e -  

s c a le  w ar th ro u g h  th e  Indoch ina  P e n in su la .

2 . There has been c le a r  ev idence in  p a s t  months o f an 

a c c e le ra te d  b u ild u p  o f  VC fo rc e s  in  M il i ta ry  Region V. There i s  

re c e n t  ev idence th a t  t h i s  b u ild u p  may in c lu d e  one and p o s s ib ly
f A \ ' i

b a t ta l io n s  in  W estern Kontum. This b u ild u p  in  c a p a b i l i -th r e e
A

t i e s  a lm ost c e r ta in ly  in d ic a te s  an in te n t io n  to  undei*talie o ffe n s iv e  

a c t io n s  o f g re a te r  scope and s ig n if ic a n c e  th an  h i th e r to  a ttem pted  

in  t h i s  a re a .  The s e c u r i ty  s i tu a t io n  in  t h i s  a re a  has so d e te r io ra te d

D EC Lx^SSIi’IE D

Authority

N A B S, Datft

GROJP 1 
Excluded from au tom atic  
dovngrading and 
d e c la s s i f i c a t io n
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t h a t  an a c c e le ra te d  su s ta in e d  e f f o r t  by th e  VC, o r  an a t ta c k  on 

some key p o in t ,  coiild  have grave consequences f o r  th e  GVN.

Such £U2 a t ta c k  cou ld  come a g a in s t  any one o f a  n m b e r of 

p la c e s  — Kontum, Ban Me Thuot, Qui Nhon, P le ik u , and p o s s s ib ly  

Da Nang. We can n o t, hovever, e s tim a te  w hether i t  i s  l i k e ly  in  

th e  n ea r f u tu r e .  The b u ild u p  has a lre a d y  been in  p ro g re ss  f o r  a t  

l e a s t  s ix  m onths, and i t  may be t h a t  p re p a ra t io n s  f o r  a  m ajor 

a t ta c k  w i l l  co n tin u e  f o r  some tim e to  come w h ile  s m a lle r - s c a le  

a c t i v i t i e s  a re  g e n e ra lly  i n t e n s i f i e d .

3 . The re c e n t  enemy s ta tem e n ts  — N a tio n a l L ib e ra tio n  

F ro n t, DRV, Chineoe Coinnronist, S o v ie t and N orth Korean - -  seem 

t o  be q .u ite  c a r e f u l ly  worded to  avo id  commitments t o  d i r e c t  i n t e r 

v e n tio n  a t  t h i s  tim e . W hile th e  s ta tem en ts  do commit th e  A sian 

Communists to  arms su p p o rt f o r  th e  V ie t Cong, th e  th r e a t  o f 

’V o lu n te e rs"  — w hether fo re ig n  o r  th e  "regrouped" S ou therners  

l i v in g  in  N orth  Vietnam — i s  made c o n d itio n a l on V ie t Cong "need" 

and on fu i- th e r  US a c t io n s .  The s ta tem en ts  is su e d  so f a r  appear 

t o  have been d esigned  p a r t i a l l y  to  b o l s t e r  Communist m orale, 

p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  N orth  and South Vietnam, and to  b lu f f  th e  US out 

o f  i t s  p o s i t io n  o f firm jieas by g e n e ra tin g  and h e ig h te n in g  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  and dom estic  p o l i t i c a l  p re s su re s  which th e  Communists

-  2  -
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a lm ost c e r ta in ly  hope v i U  fo rc e  th e  US t o  cease  and d e s i s t .  

N e v e rth e le s s , t h e i r  v i l l in g n e s s  to  go as  f a r  as to  th r e a te n  

in te rv e n t io n  su g g es ts  t h a t  th e  Coitmunists a re  p rep a red  t o  ta k e  

some f t i r th e r  s te p s  to  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  v a m in g s , f o r  example, v i t h  

to k en  nvmbers o f "v o lu n te e rs"  from  o th e r  Ccmnunist c o u n tr ie s .

U. We co n tin u e  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  DRV and Chinese Communist 

in te n t io n s  a re  about as  we have e s tim a te d  in  our r e c e n t  SNIE's 

on t h i s  s u b je c t .

-  3 -
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-SE C R E T-

2vlEMORANDUM F O R  IvlR. BUNDY

7 A p r i l  1965

S U B JE C T :;  S ix  W eek s  S t a t i s t i c s  f r o m  C o i i n t e r - g u e r r i l l a  A c t io n s  
in  SVN

The t r e n d s  a p p a r e n t  in  M ACV  w e e k ly  r e p o r t s  m a y  b e  of i n t e r e s t .
•I h a v e  b e e n  w a tc h in g  th e s e  f i g u r e s ,  an d  h a v e  p la c e d  th e m  on th e  
a t t a c h e d  g r a p h s .  ^

T h e s e  s ix  w e e k s  include" th e  p e r io d  of R O L L IN G  TH U N D ER  (w hich  
b e g a n  on 2 M a r c h ) ,  a n d  j e t  a i r  s u p p o r t  in  SVN (w hich  b e g a n  19 M a r c h ,  
th e  r e s u l t s  of w h ich  a r e  no t c o m p le te ly  know n). The fo l lo w in g  t r e n d s  
a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ough  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s ig n if ic a n t :

a .  T h e  KIA r a t i o  h a s  s te a d i ly  im p r o v e d  in  f a v o r  of th e  RVN 
f r o m  a l m o s t  1:1 to  b e t t e r  th a n  3:1.

b . T h e  m i s s i n g / c a p t u r e d  r a t i o  h a s  im p r o v e d  f r o m  o v e r  4:1 
in  f a v o r  of th e  V ie t  Cong to  a p p r o x im a te ly  1:1.

c .  T he  w e ap o n s  l o s s  r a t i o  h a s  im p r o v e d  f r o m  a b o u t  5:1 in  
f a v o r  of th e  V ie t  Cong to  1:1.

A u th o r ity jk !!------ ^ 41 Jo1/ ^
By NARS, D a te J U iy ----- -

G B e R E l^
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mzOMMG TELEGRAM D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  u \
________I__________________ / ___________________________________________  '\  I

• -~-9BGREr _____________ . I
Action

CONTROL: 5 2 9 3
R£CD: APRIL 6 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  1 1 :3 S  PM 

Info FROM: SAIGON

ACTION: , SECSTATE 3 2 4 6  PRIORITY

DATE: APRIL 7 ,  10 AM OECLASSIEIED

-a  E ?v TT T

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

N 0 D I S

Authority 

' Tty  ■ NARS, n a t e 3

THE BOMBING OF THE EMBASSY ON MARCH 3 3  WAS TfiE DOMINATING EVENT'
OF THE UEEKo THE LOCAL PRESS, AND MANY VIETNAMESE PRIVATELYj 
EXPRESSED INDIGNATION AND OUTRAGE AT THIS ACT OF TERRORISM.

' WHILE THE BOMBING EROUGHT HOME ONCE AGAIN THAT THE VIET CONG 
CAN STRIKE IN THE HEART OF SAIGON, IT  DID NOT SEEM TO DAMPEN’
THE IMPROVED MORALE OF THE VIETNAMESE, AMERICAN COMMUNITY IS  
ENTIRELY UNSHAKEN. >

IN THE m e a n t im e , QUAT AND HIS COLLEAGUES.'HAVE CONTINUED TO MOVE 
AHEAD UITH CONCRETE CONSTRUCTIVE MEASURES IN THE POLITICAL FIELD. 
THE WEEK WITNESSED: . '

A) AN announcement  BY THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL THAT A
. n a t io n a l  CONGRESS SHOULD 3E CONVENED TO TAKE UP THE URGENT TASK 

ME DRAWING UP A PERMANENT CONSTITUTION, AND THAT THE CONGRESS 
SHOULD BE B;.SED ON DIRECT UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE ORGANIZED IN 
SECURE ZONES,

B) THE OPENING OF A PRESS CONGRESS TO DEVELOP A STATUTE 
GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF THE LOCAL PRESS.

C) INDICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNMENT THAT IT UOULD HOLD ELECTIONS 
ISARLY NEXT MONTH FOR CITY AND MUNICIPAL COUNCILS.

D) AN ANNOUNCEMENT 3Y THE GOVERNMENT THAT IT IS  1) ESTABLISHING
AN EMBASSY IN ADDIS ABABA, WITH AN INFORMATION CENTER TO SERVE ALL 
'OF‘.APRICA*;''2 ) 'DISPATCHING A DELEGATION, HEADED 3Y VICE PREl-EER 
TUYEN, TO V IS IT  KEY AFRICAN CAPITALS; AND 5 )  OPENING COMPETITION 
TO FILL 2 0  v a c a n c i e s  i N THE VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
SERVICE.

___________________ REPROOUCTiON FROM THiS COPY IS

--------------- ------------------------------ ---------  --------------- PROHIBiTED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFiED"

l!
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- 2 -  3 2 4 6 , APRIL 7 ,  10 AM; /ROM SAIGON

E) AN A :̂NOUNCE^•^E :̂T THAT QUAT WILL RESERVE THURSDAY AFTERNOONS TO 
MEET UITH MEMBERS OF THE PU3LIC.

AN’OTHER IiTfERESTIMG DEVELOPKENT, BUT ONE OJJ WHICH V/E STILL HAVE ' 
ONLY t e n t a t i v e  AMD ^^AGHENTARY INFORMATION, HAS BEEN THE EMERGENCE 
OF SIGNS CF BUDDHIST PROTESTS AGAINST VIET CONG DEPREDATIONS 
AGAINST BUDDHIST MONKS AND PAGODAS, V/E UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
BUDDHIST INSTITUTE HAS INSTRUCTED PAGODAS TO PRAY FOR A BUDDHIST 
MONK IN BINH DINH PROVINCE UHO REPORTEDLY BURNED HIMSELF 
TO d e a t h .IN  PROTEST AGAINST SUCH VIET CONG ACTIONS. THE BUDDHIST 
INSTITUTE ALSO HELD A MEMORIAL^SERVICE FOR THE AMERICAN AND 
VIETNAMESE VICTIMS OF THE EMBASSY BOMBING,. THESE ARE HEARTENING,
I F  ST ILL ISOLATED, SIGNS 0 ? ' 'AN IMPRCT/ED ATTITuD]]; iN  BUDDHIST R.a>T.S .

IN THE MILITARY FIELD , THE VIET CONG CONTINUED TO L I E  LOVJ, THEIR 
ACTIVPTIES REACHING A LEVEL EVEN LOWER THAN'THAT RECORDED 
DURING THE LUNAR FESTIVAL PERIOD OF EARLY FEBRUARY, IN SPITE OF . 
THEIR INERTIA, THEY TOOK HEAVY LOSSES IN ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT FORCES IN UHICH THE FRIENDLY TOTAL KILLED IN ACTION 
AMOUNTED TO 1S9 AGAINST 795 VIET CONG DEAD, THE ENEMY ALSO LOST 
S3 CAPTURED AND OVER 2C3 yEAPONS. WHILE THIS IS  GOOD'NEWS, WE 
STILL HAVE THE UNEA'SY FEELING THAT THE VIET CONG MAY BE PREPARING 
UNPLEASANT SURPRISES FOR US. DURING THE WEEKS WE ACQUIRED 
REASONABLY CLEAR EVIDENCE THAT ELEMENTS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
525TH DIVISION HAVE BEEN IN SOUTH VIET-NAM SINCE FEBRUARY. THE 
PRESENCE OF ONE BATTALION IS  CONFIRMED AND IT IS  POSSIBLE ALL 
THREE REGIMENTS ;.RE OPERATING IN THE CENTRAL PROVINCES WE ARE 
PRESSING ALL INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES TO DETERMINE WHAT THE VIET 
CONG ARE UP TO. .............. ...

REPORTS CF IMPROVED MORALE ARE NOW COMING~IN FROM'THE PROVINCES, 
INDICATING t h a t  THE RISE IN CONFIDENCE NOTED IN URBAN CENTERS 
IS  BEGINNING TO SPREAD TO THE COUNTRYSIDE. WHILE MORE 
INDICATIONS WILL BE NEEDED TO ESTABLISH THE EXTENT OF THE TREND,

• THIS IS  THE FIRST TIME IN MONTHS THAT WE HAVE HAD SUCH 
ENCOURAGING REPORTS ON PROVINCIAL MORALE,

C T ^O 'V T ^ r"C M G '‘̂ SAlQO:rNOT“ gUAT-A) -B 5-C 5-D ) TJ “2 )  ' VICE PSIMIEJ^
E) QUAT VIET CONG 3INH DINH VIET CONG VIET CONG

»

TAYLOR

. .  .aPO?J]T ~ ~
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O U T SO IM G  TELEGRAM D e p a r t m e u . t  o f  S t a t e
. TO?

INDiCATE: □  COLLECT 
□ CHARG: TO

■7

U f A j
kifoi

ACTION: &xa^r.km37 SAIGON X  ^  9
ItWO fu'uZ>::^33sy CAllBERPJl prICHITT ^ 3 ^  j^ n  

dllCPAG
AMEI-iBASSX IJELLH^GTON /
SAIG-ON PASS CCi-IU3M.lCV

R«f CIlICPAC's o50li^22 A p r i l  (SsLsr-sor-FM-ppa t:j2ko)

R e f te l  csd  co2ve'jpsati.os u i t l i  A a a tra lia ia  M ia is ta r  keris ix d lc a t s  stro::i2ly

t h a t  A 'cntTslls. tdJLl, i i ’ va  esid GYK ro ^ u e s t ,  sand b a tt^^ lio n  to  SVIT.

U aissis ytju p ;r c e iv 3  ol?j55vioa^ you ahoald  s.pproash GTii to  ni:.33S3t  th.':^ .

fo ra^L  recxaost t o  GOA f o r  fca tta lio ii»  You nay i a f o i^  Qiiat i s  geiaoral tsy a a

o f  r a s u l t s  ClHCPAC--Sch33P2er ta lk g ^  ood o f  pr>3S3iit t h i a k i r s  t h a t  A u s tra l ia a

b a tt2 3 i.o a  wcold ba ^sploj-sd  to  Da:ian3 o FYI T h is  could  be base  f o r  p o s s ib le  
AI5ZAC F o rc e . NZ cii^trib 'u id-sa s u b je c t  SepTelo

l a  co2r7c2’s a td o a 4ip ro ^ tr233i* aisk^d A u s tra l ia n  l-iii-'i.strjr to  r e la y

to  GOA proposa l^  f r c a  GoE>iral Johru30Jt»a - / i s i t  t o  S a igcn  ( r e f , ) ,  t h a t
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• ■ ' _ ■ V 8/65
ANALYSU j F MINING OR BLOCKADE OF DRV PP. J

1. NVN FOREIGN TRADE PATTERNS

a . Import  tonnages  handled 65% t hrough p o r t s ,  30% by r a i l ,  5% by road;
Expor t  tonnages  handled 80% through p o r t s ,  20% by r a i l .

b.  Haiphong Harbor  handl es  65% of  impor t s ,  55% o f  e x p o r t s .
Othe r  p o r t s  h a n d l e —Cam Pha,  Hon Gay--25% of  e x p o r t  t onnage  ( c o a l ) ,  v i r -  |

t u a l 1y no impor t s .  i
c .  Seaborne  i m p o r t s : 1750 tons  per  day; 400 tons  POL, p l u s  g r a i n ,  f o o d s t u f f s ,

f e r t i l i z e r ,  genera l  ca rgo .  'I
d.  Seaborne  e x p o r t s : f̂OOO tons  per  day;  60% a n t r a c i t e  c o a l ,  p l u s  p i g  i r o n ,

o r e s ,  m i s c e l l a n e o u s .  |
e .  Rai l  i m p o r t s : 600-750 tons  per  day;  500 t ons  coking coal o r  coke ,  p l u s  /  t

m e ta l s ,  metal products,  machinery,  t r a c t o r s ,  kerosene,  food.  I
f .  Rai l  e x p o r t s ; Unknown tonnages  ( c a p a c i t y  1200-1500 t o n s )  o f  l ogs ,  lumber ,

bamboo, hogs and c a t t l e .  |
g.  P r i n c i p a l  t r a d e r s : ( i n  o r d e r )  J apan ,  USSR, Chicoms.  |
h.  Merchant  s h i p p i n g : r oughly  1/3 Communist Bloc ,  1/3 UK, 1/3 o t h e r  Free  \

World (168,  177, 225 s h i p s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  in 1964; 32, 3 i ,  35 so f a r  in  1965).
I .  Fr ee  World s h i p p e r s : a f t e r  UK, J apan ,  Norway, Greece;  l e s s e r  amounts 

Lebanon,  Panama, I t a l y ,  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  West Germany, L i b e r i a ,  Sweden,
Denmark,  I nd o n e s i a ,  F r ance ,  F i n l a n d .  |

j .  Bloc s h i p p e r s : Mainly USSR, Chicoms,  Poland ( v i r t u a l l y  none o f  NVN r e g i s t r y ) .  
(Some Free  World s h i p s  a r e  under  c h a r t e r  to  or  c a r r y i n g  ca rgo  from 
Communist c o u n t r i e s . )  

k.  Coas t a l  s h i p p i n g ; 55 NVN mot or i zed  j u n k s ,  c o u n t l e s s  s ma l l e r  c r a f t  p l y i n g  
betw een South China and DRV, and a l ong  c o as t  o f  DRV.

2.  MINING PROGRAM FOR HAIPHONG HARBOR

a.  Requi r eme n t s : 26 A-IH s o r t i e s / 7 3  a c o u s t i c  and magnet i c  i n f l u e n c e  mines .
b.  Response t ime from d e c i s i o n :  VNAF d e l i v e r y  (mines sh ipped from S u b i c ) ,

6 days ;  USN d e l i v e r y  ( m i n e s / c a r r i e r s  p r e p o s i t i o n e d ) ,  1 day.
c .  Damage t h r e a t : i n i t i a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a t  l e a s t  l i g h t  damage t o  ocean s h i p 

p ing;  30% wi t h  VNAF l a y i n g ,  61% wi t h  USN l ay i ng  (more a c c u r a t e  d e l i v e r y ) .
d.  Reseed!ng ( i f  CHICOMS sweep):  5 A-IH s o r t i e s / 3 5  mines per  month.

3. BLOCKADE OF DRV

a.  Requi r e m e n t s ; 8 -10 DDs, 6 p a t r o l  a i r c r a f t ,  one CVA t a s k  f o r c e  ( p l u s  one
more as  backup) ,  k -6  minesweepers ,  one l o g i s t i c  s uppor t  group.

b.  A l t e r n a t i v e  Co n c e p t s : ( l )  Cuba- type q u a r a n t i n e  of  p r o h i b i t e d  ca r go ;  on ly
s h i p s  ( s u s p e c t e d  o f )  c a r r y i n g  p r o h i b i t e d  cargo i n t e r c e p t e d ;  c l e a r a n c e  
pa s s e s  g r an t e d  by US o r  US-au t hor i zed  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e q u i r e d .  (2)  Tota l  
" c l a s s i c ” b l oc kade ,  p r o h i b i t i n g  a l l  save " h u m a n i t a r i a n ” t r a f f i c  w i t h  DRV.

c .  P o s s i b l e  t r a n s i t i o n  phases  ( t o  ease  p sycho l og i ca l  r e a c t i o n ,  s u p p o r t  n e c e s s i t y
and a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s ,  by gradual  approach to f u l l  b l o c k a d e ) :
1) SVN e s t a b l i s h e s  a 12-mi le  " c on t i guous  zone" a long SVN c o a s t  w i t h i n  

which i t  w i l l  (wi th  US help)  r i g i d l y  e n f o r ce  i t s  cus toms,  immigra t ion ,  
s a n i t a t i o n  and f i s c a l  laws;

2) SVN d e c l a r e s  a " d e f e n s i v e  sea a r e a ” o f ,  say ,  hO mi l e s  o f f  SVN to  i n t e r 
d i c t  DRV supply  t o  VC, i n c lu d i n g  l i g h t e r i n g  from ocean sh i p s ;

3) SVN ex t ends  zone o f  i n t e r d i c t i o n  nor thward to  i nc l ude  DRV c o a s t ,  bu t  
a p p l y i n g  on l y  to  DRV/VC s h i pp i ng  ( f r e e  pas sage  f o r  t h i r d  n a t i on  s h i p s ) ;
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k ) SVN/US qL j n t l n e  o f  DRV p o r t s  f o r  a l l  irn ing shipment s  o f  o f f e n s i v e  
o r  i n f i l t r a t i o n - a s s o c i a t e d  m a t e r i e l ;

5) SVN/US e s t a b l i s h e s  t o t a l  b lockade  o f  NVN, supplemented by mining.
d.  Imp a c t ; For  ( l )  s e l e c t i v e  q u a r a n t i n e ,  l i t t l e  e f f e c t ,  s i n c e  p r o h i b i t e d

m a t e r i e l  coul d  come ove r l a n d  o r  v i a  c o a s t a l  s h i p p i n g ;  f o r  (2) t o t a l  
b l o c k a d e ,  s i m i l a r  impact  t o  e f f e c t i v e  mining o f  major  DRV p o r t s  (be low) .

e . Local  t h r e a t s  to  b lockade  f o r c e s :  DRV/VC a i r  a t t a c k ,  s u r f a c e  naval  a t t a c k
(PTs,  SWATOWS), mi ne l ay i ng  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  by CHICOMS, u s i n g  S ov i e t  mi ne s ) .  
In view o f  a i r  t h r e a t  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  CHICOH), e s s e n t i a l  t o  be r eady  to  
n e u t r a l i z e  DRV/CC a i r  prompt ly  given DRV/VC i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a i r  a t t a c k .

f .  O t he r  r i s k s ; l )  D e l i b e r a t e  c h a l l e n g e s  by n e u t r a l ,  a l l i e d ,  o r  " i n n o c e n t "
Bloc s h i p s ,  pos ing  dilemma of  l o s i n g  f ac e  o r  u s i ng  "unwa r r a n t ed"  f o r c e .
2) C o n f r o n t a t i o n s  wi t h  S ov i e t  merchant  s h i p s  o r  wa r s h i p s ,  w i t h  r i s k  of  

e s c a l a t i o n .
3) E s c a l a t i o n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in r e sponding  t o  DRV/CC a i r / n a v a l  a t t a c k  on 

f o r c e s .
g.  Legal  b a s i s  f o r  s e l e c t i v e  q u a r a n t i n e  o f  o f f e n s i v e  war m a t e r i e l  and i n f i l 

t r a t i o n - a s s o c i a t e d  m a t e r i e l :  SVN " s e l f  d e f en s e"  a g a i n s t  NVN armed a g g r e s 
s i o n  r e q u i r e s  s t e p s  to  h a l t  f low o f  m a t e r i e l  i n t o  NVN and thence  i n t o  
c o a s t a l  t r a f f i c  t o  SVN; r e l a t i v e l y  p l a u s i b l e  ( l i k e  RT s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  
I n f i 1t r a t i o n - a s s o c i a t e d  t a r g e t s ) .

h.  Legal  b a s i s  f o r  t o t a l  b lockade  same as  f o r  mining:  see  below,

k , IMPACT OF MINING HAIPHONG HARBOR

a.  I f  mining c on t i nued  and w ere f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  the  DRV would have t o  f i n d
a l t e r n a t e  r ou t e s  f o r  about  ^ 5 , 000  tons  o f  impor t s  pe r  month.

b.  A l t e r n a t e  r o u t e s  ( u s in g  Chicom p o r t s ,  where n e c e s s a r y ) :
1) Rai lways coul d  c a r r y  t o t a l  tonnage ( i n c l u d i n g  POL), though t h i s  would 

com pete w i t h  c u r r e n t  r a i l  shipments  ( i n c l u d i n g  Nanning-Kunming t r a f f i c ) .
2) Tota l  tonnage could  d i v e r t  to  o t h e r  DRV p o r t s ,  and c l e a r  from p o r t s  by 

highway.
3) Highways could  hand l e  a l l  bu t  bu l k  POL, and a l s o  a l l  POL i f  t r a n s p o r t e d  

in package form from China.
U) About 50% of  import  ca rgoes  ( exce p t  b u l k  pe t ro l eum and heavy equipment )  

might  be l i g h t e r e d  in by smal l  c r a f t  from ocean s h i p s  anchored o u t s i d e  
h a r b o r ,  o r  t r a n s s h i p p e d  from China in small  c o a s t a l  v e s s e l s .

5) A combina t i on  o f  r a i l ,  road and c o a s t a l  sh i pp i ng  from China could  c a r r y  
a l l  impor t s .

c . Counte rmeasures  to  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e s :
1) Mine Cam- Pha and Hon Gay Harbor s :  11 A-IH s o r t i e s A ^  mines ,  f o r  20%

i n i t i a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a t  l e a s t  l i g h t  damage to  ocean v e s s e l s .
2) Des t roy  road and r a i l  b r i d g e s  on major  r ou t e s  from China:  112 s t r i k e

s o r t l e s / l 8 0  t o t a l  s o r t i e s  f o r  85% p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  d ropping  one span on 
each o f  3 key RR/highway b r i d g e s  (Lang Son, Dap Cau, V i e t  T r i ) .

3) To b lo c k  l i g h t e r a g e  o r  c o a s t a l  s h i p p i n g ,  l ay s ha l l ow- wa t e r  moored mines
( c u r r e n t l y  in v e r y  l i m i t e d  supply)  from smal l  US/GVN c r a f t  a n d / o r  
depl oy  c o a s t a l  naval  p a t r o l .

d.  Damage to  DRV: i f  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e s  used wi t h  no c oun t e r me a s u r e s ,  i n c r e a s e d
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s .  I f  a l t e r n a t e s  were b l ocked ,  denying l a r g e  p r o p o r 
t i o n  o f  i mpor t s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  would soon h a l t ;  most  
ma nufa c t u r i ng  cou l d  c o n t i n u e  on s t o c k p i l e s  on l y  1-2 months b e f o r e  d r a s t i c 
a l l y  c u r t a i l i n g  p r o du c t i on .

e . Seaborne i n f i l t r a t i o n  i n t o  SVN: No d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on shipment  from DRV o r
China ,  in absence  o f  s ha l l ow- wa t e r  mining or  c o a s t a l  p a t r o l  o f  NVN; 
p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  ( l i k e  R o l l i n g  Thunder)  on DRV w i 11 o f ' t h r e a t  t o  c o n t i n u e  
mining program p l us  o f f e r  to  d e s i s t .

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



T O ' S E t R E T

5 .  LEGAL STATUS OF MINING

a .  Legal  s t a t u s  ( l i k e  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t )  o f  mining i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h a t  o f  
t o t a l  b lockade  o f  p o r t ( s ) .

b .  In bo th  c a s e s , ( c o n t r o v e r s i a l )  , argument  would be t h a t  " s e l f  d e f e n s e "  o f  
SVN a g a i n s t  DRV armed a g g r e s s i o n  r e q u i r e s  measures  o f  economic s t r a n g u -  |  
1 a t  I on o f  NVN .

c .  E i t h e r  would be unambiguously b e l l i g e r e n t  a c t ,  in t r a d i t i o n a l  terms 
( u n l i k e  " n o v e l "  a c t i o n s  l i k e  R o l l i n g  Thunder o r  Cuba " q u a r a n t i n e " ) :  
t hus  r a i s i n g  such i s s u e s  as  P r e s i d e n t i a l  a u t h o r i t y  and n e u t r a l  r i g h t s .

d .  L e g a l , i s s u e s  more l i k e l y  to  be r a i s e d  f o r c i b l y  than wi t h  R o l l i n g  Thunder  
( o r  w i t h  h i g h l y  s e l e c t i v e  q u a r a n t i ne )  because :  ( l )  Commercial i n t e r e s t s  
o f  a l l i e s  and n e u t r a l s  d i r e c t l y  i nvo l ved ;  (2) i s s ue s  o f  p r e c e de n t  i m p o r t - '  
a n t  to  some a l l i e s  and n e u t r a l s ;  _ J (3) p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s i n k i n g  o f

j " i n n o c e n t "  s h i p ,  evoking bo th  1e gaT c o n t r o v e r s y  and moral r e v u l s i o n .

5 e .  L i k e R T  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  i n d u s t r i a l / p o p u l a t i o n / t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t a r g e t s ,
I n e i t h e r  mining nor  t o t a l  b l ockade  could  c l a i m d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and a p p r o -  |
I p r i a t e n e s s  r e l a t i v e  to  t he  i n f i l t r a t i o n / s u p p o r t  t h r e a t ,  as can be c l a imed j
I f o r  RT s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  i n f i l t r a t i o n - a s s o c i a t e d  m i l i t a r y  o£ a s e l e c t i v e ,
I Cuba- type  " q u a r a n t i n e . "

f .  A l t e r n a t i v e  R a t i o n a l e  ( t a c i t ) :  in s p i r i t  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n  (bu t  w i t h o u t  
u s i n g  term " r e p r i s a l "  o r  announcing " t I t - f o r - t a t "  p r i n c i p l e ) . m i n i n g  
cou l d  be t imed t o  f o l l ow  a VC " s p e c t a c u l a r , "  In p a r t i c u l a r  one h u r t i n g  
SVN economi c a l l y ;  t h i s  should s t r o n g l y  improve p s y c h o l o g i c a l .  I f  no t  
l e g a l ,  a c c e p t a b i l i t y .

6 .  POSSIBLE USES OF MINING IN CURRENT SCENARIO

a .  Suppiement  t o  l a t e r  s t a g e s  o f  R o l l i n g  Thunder ,  s t r o n g l y  enhanc ing
economic impact  o f  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  r a i l / h i g h w a y  r o u t e s  from China and 
o f  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  i n d u s t r i a l  s t o c k p i l e s .

b .  As " c l r c u l t - b r e a k e r "  f o r  R o l l i n g  Thunder ,  j u s t i f y i n g / c o v e r i n g  suspen
s io n  o r  c u t ba c k  o f  RT s h o r t  o f  " f l a s h  p o i n t s . "

c .  R e p r i s a l  a c t i o n  — l e s s  prone  than  some t o  " f l a s h "  - -  f o r  VC s p e c t a c u l a r .  
I nc l u d i n g  a t t a c k s  on s h i p p i n g ,  o r  mining o f  p o r t s ,  or  I s o l a t i o n  o f  towns.
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7.  PROS AND CONS OF MINING

a .  Pros  compared t o  R o l l i n g  Thunde r ;
^ I )  G r e a t e r  impac t ,  s t r o n g e r  s i gn a l  o f  US r e s o l u t i o n  than c u r r e n t  t a r g e t s .
( 2) Less chance ( though no t  z e ro ) o f  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  DRV/VC MIGs than 

f o r  some p o t e n t i a l  RT t a r g e t s .
(3 ) Simple t o  e x e c u t e  w i t h  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s .
{h ) Need no t  c a us e  c o l l a t e r a l  damage o r  c a s u a l t i e s ,  i f  pa s s age  i s  d e t e r r e d .

b .  Pros  compared t o  B l oc kade ;
( 1) Much l e s s  r i s k  to  US/GVN f o r c e s .
( 2 ) Re qu i r e s  few er r e s o u r ce s  (main t a s k  w i t h i n  VNAF c a p a b i l i t i e s ) .
( 3 ) S h o r t e r  r e sponse  t ime from "go” (1~U d a y s ) ;  b e t t e r  t o  implement in 

" h o t b l o o d . "
(^)  Less c h a l l e n g e  to  CC/SU t o  produce c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  w a r s h i p s .
(5 ) L ess chance o f  r a p i d  e s c a l a t i o n  f o l l owi ng  a "showdown."
(6) Less chance o f  drawing CC a i r  a t t a c k  on US f o r c e s ,  r e q u i r i n g  hot  p u r 

s u i t  o r  s t r i k e  on Chinese  b a s e s .
( 7) Compared to  q u a r a n t i n e ,  g r e a t e r  impact  on DRV; about  t he  same as f u l l  

b l oc ka de .
(8)  Less involvment  o f  " f a c e "  on e i t h e r  s i d e .

c .  Cons compared to  R o l l i n g  Thunder :
( 1) D i r e c t l y  i n f r i n g e s  on commercial  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l i e s  and n e u t r a l s ;  

w i l l  a lmos t  s u r e l y  r a i s e  t h e i r  v i o l e n t  p r o t e s t s  on l ega l  and "mora l "  
i s s u e s  o f  r i g h t  and a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s ,  suppor t ed  by widespread  s k e p t i c i s m  
o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .

(2)  Given impact  and n ea r ne s s  to  Hanoi /Phuc Yen,  may be a " f l a s h  p o i n t "  f o r  
DRV/CC.

(3 ) Un l ike  c u r r e n t  RT s t r i k e s ,  must c l a im t o  d i s c o u r a g e  r a t h e r  than t o  p r e 
vent  i n f i l t r a t i o n / s u p p o r t ;  l acks  v i r t u e s  o f  s e l e c t i v i t y ,  c o n t r o l .

(4) Like f u l l  b l o c k a d e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  connot es  f u l l  b e l l i g e r e n c y ,  r a i s i n g  
v a r i o u s  l e g a l / p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

( 5 ) I n v i t e s  s p e c i f i c  r e t a l i a t i o n ;  mining o f  SVN ha r bor s  and c o a s t l i n e  by 
smal l  c r a f t .

(6J Could produce  major  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  S ov i e t s  ( s h i p  s unk) .
( 7) I f  " i n n o c e n t "  s h i p  sunk,  could  produce widespread  moral r e v u l s i o n ,  

w i t h  condemnat ion o f  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  u n c o n t r o l l e d ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e "  
t a c t i c  ( l i k e  s t r i k e  on p o p u la t i o n  t a r g e t ) .

d . Cons compared t o  B l oc kade ;
( 1) Compared to  s e l e c t i v e  q u a r a n t i n e ,  has a l l  drawbacks o f  f u l l  b lockade ;  

maximum f r i c t i o n  wi t h  t h i r d - p a r t y  s h i pp i ng  and government s ,  q u e s t i on  
o f  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  or  " o v e r - r e a c t i o n , "  i s s u e s  o f  b e l l i g e r e n c y  and 
n e u t r a l  r i g h t s .

( 2) Compared even to  f u l l  b l oc ka de ,  i n v i t e s  condemnat ion f o r  l ack  o f  
c o n t r o l ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

(3) Given an a t t e mp t  t o  c h a l l e n g e  or  run t he  b a r r i e r ,  a m i n e f i e l d  runs 
t h e  r i s k  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  an " i n n o c e n t , "  or  a l l i e d ,  o r  Sovie t  o r  Chicom 
s h i p ,  o r  a w a r s h i p ,  t h a t  a b lockade  would have l e t  t hrough or  would 
have t h r e a t e n e d ,  t aken i n t o  c u s t o d y ,  s e n t  back o r ,  a t  w o r s t ,  d i s a b l e d .  
The c o s t s  o f  t h e  u n d e l i b e r a t e  s i n k i n g  may be widespread r e v u l s i o n  
( i n c l u d i n g  US),  o r  a l l i e d  f u r y ,  o r  s e r i o u s  e s c a l a t i o n .
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Recommendations on Mining and Re l a t e d  A c t i o n s :
• • ‘

1, At t a c k s  on r a i l r o a d / h i g h w a y  b r i d ge s  c u t t i n g  the  Nanning-Hanoi-Kunming
r a i l  r ou t e  sfiould p reced e  any mining o p e r a t i o n :  •

a .  These accompl i sh  much of  t he  e f f e c t  o f  a b lockade  w i t h o u t  any ' 
o f  t he  t h i r d - c o u n t r y  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  o r  l ega l  c o n t r o v e r s i e s .

b.  They a f f e c t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a d e  wi t h  t he  Chicoms; and " i n c i d e n t a l l y "
c u t  o f f  a 1 0 0 - t r a i n  per  month Chicom f low betw een Nanning and Kunming. i

c .  They make the  t h r e a t  ( e x p l i c i t  o r  t a c i t )  o f  l a t e r  mining much more 
p o w e r fu l ,  s i n ce  mining would c u t  o f f  t he  on l y  remaining i n f l ow (and 
cou l d  no l onge r  be com pensated by t r an s s h i p me n t  through Chicom p o r t s ) .

2, At t he  same t ime o r  l a t e r ,  d e s t r o y  the  Hai Duong r a i l wa y  b r i d g e  betw een 
Haiphong and Hanoi :  h

a .  Th i s  a c h i e v e s  much o f  t he  f u r t h e r  e f f e c t  o f  m i n i n g / b l oc k a d e ,  by I 
p r e v e n t i n g  cargo  ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  POL) from be i ng  c l e a r e d  from f 
Haiphong by r a i 1. |

b.  Again,  n e i t h e r  t h i r d - c o u n t r y  nor  l ega l  problems a r e  r a i s e d .  |

3.  Unannounced mining would be l i k e l y  to  t r a p  merchant  s h i p s  o f  f r i e n d l y  
n a t i o n s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  UK o r  J apan)  In Haiphong Harbor ;  t o  avo i d  t h i s ,  
e i t h e r  " t a c t i c a l  warn ing"  of  i n t e n t  to  mine must  be given o r  g e n e r a l i z e d  

- w a r n i n g s  o f  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  o ver a l onge r  p e r io d  of  t ime.

k . Mining must  be j u s t i f i e d  on the  same b a s i s  as  a t o t a l  b lockade  ( no t  a
" s e l e c t i v e  q u a r a n t i n e , "  o r  "measured and f i t t i n g "  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  I n f l l -  

'  r t r a t f o n - a s s o c i a t e d  o r  p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y  t a r g e t s ) ;  c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t he  
p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  n e c e s s i t y  and a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  would be 
n e c e s s a r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t he  a c t i o n  w ere t aken  In " c o l d  b l o o d . "

5.  In view o f  l e g a l ,  p r e c e d e n t - s e t t i n g ,  and t h i r d - c o u n t r y  c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,
a l t e r n a t i v e  measures  a v a i l a b l e ,  and s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  DRV/VC r e t a l i a 
t o r y  mining - -  RECOMMENDATION:

a . '  Mining o p e r a t i o n s  should  not  be added t o  a t t a c k s  on r a i l  b r i d g e s .
b.  I f  mining chosen ,  i t  should  be done " i n  hot b l o o d . "  as  r e p r i s a l  

t o  ( o r  in c o n t e x t  o f )  major  VC/DRV p r ov o c a t i o n .
c .  Mining shou ld  be p r ece ded ,  over  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d ,  by I n d i c a t i o n s  

o f  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  and p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  such a c t i o n .  I f  t he
US w ere s u f f i c i e n t l y  provoked.

d.  The p o s s i b l e  t h r e a t  o f  mining should  be kept  In mind f o r  s p e c i f i c  
d e t e r r e n t  purposes  ( e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  RR b r i d g e s  h i t ) .
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department of State ;

W  r ?  RuHHc;?
A d io r . £:£

i
? d ? -  SE'CRET ^|CL,

RU:ijIH 467A C S / 14252; 036
P ? i  Q Z I A U ^ ^ ^ ___ _ - r  o  n ^

K] A^:S^]BA5SV/_5:UG0i'L. ' ' • P 0  /  9  K
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STATE * ■ • . ■ •
BT • . "  ' • ■■ • ; ------- - ' _  ' • ■

a c t  ICI? ?i?IORITV DEPT (^S29s"'i:'I?0 CIl'JCPAC-i551 CITE C Z l ^ l C L  FHCM
Sa IGOM' AP^IL 8 ^ . 1 3  ,t

L I i l  D I S ■ :
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i; :x? joD acT io«  o ?  t k ;^ a d d i t i o ^̂ al ^iAi^iuSS f o s  d ^̂nang
A>̂ D ?I:U 3 a I c U^^OERSTA^}DS TKAX-?>*■!Y ’UlLL

SHO/iTLV Â ID UILL CLOSE lU ABOUT A U^EKo 
I  SHOWED HIM THE PHOPOSED TEXT HELEASE CEEETEL 5 2 6 ? )
C--13 52SD 1S1 0 3 1 4 ISE 8 lEP^i 0 2 4 ^ - 5 2 5 7  2 2 2 9  QUAt 5 2 5 7
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THE USE OF

? r* r-. -us

r e i :'JF0-^cEv:e >^T3,

t a v l o h
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CFN 5UI DIEw kOj
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PASSED: WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CLA 4 / 8 / 6 5  1 0 :0 2  A.M.
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■■ . f . -  ------------------- PROHiSiTED UNLESS "UXCLASSiFiED"

DECLASSIF'IED 
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INCOMING TELEGRM Department of State

-GECRBT
Action

Info

p ?  RUEHCR '
DE RUMJIR 4 0 8 A 0 8 /0 5  00Z 
fP 08025 0Z ZEA 

■T i'l A^TEFTriAbSY 
TO RUEHCR/Si^CSTaTE w a sh d c  
s t a t e  GRflC 
BT
^  -Q- R A q iO N  PRIORITY DE FT U a eT T lN F O  PRIORITY' CIMCPAC

P R I  O R I  T ,Y

0 6 3 9 4 002.' 
1965 Ara 8  0 .1 2 - 1 3

1941^ CITE 0802P0Z FROM SAIGON APRIL 8 ,  11 AM

’c i n c p a c  FOR polad  . ' / V '  ̂ ^

E X D I 3 ' \  ;  /.

f o l l o w in g  IS  TEXT OF DR'AFT ■ PRESS RELEASE CONCERNING DEPLOYMENT 
a d d i t i o n a l  MARINE ELEr^ENTS WHICH fVE PROPOSE..TO GVN FOR ISSUE 
HERE WHEN, a u t h o r iz e d  BY WASHINGTON;'' , i '
QUOTE: at THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIET-NAM, t h e  U .S .  GOVERNriENT HAS AGREED TO LAND IN THE DANANG 
area  t h e  r e m a i n d e r ’ o f  THE NIOTH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
CFN ’32S7  1941 080250Z' GVN US

Pa g e -2 r u m j i r  4 0 sa  s  s  g r e- ?—
WHICH CONSISTS’ L a rg el y  o f  one m a r in e  b a t t a l io n  l a n d in g  t e a m  ̂ • 
and one squadron  of  F - 4 ,  ARICRaFT. a lso  to  im prov e  SECURITY 
in  t h e  h u e - phu b a i  a r e a , an a d d i t i o n a l  m a r in e  b a t t a l i o n  l a n d in g
t e a m  w i l l  be INTRODUCED INTO T H IS  AREA. THESE REINFORCEMENTS 
WILL b e g i n  TO ARRIVE SHORTLY AND ■ W ILL CLOSE DURING THE COURSE 
OF THE MONTH. JuNQUOTE." TaYLOR . : '

CFN F - 4  HUE-PHU Ba I ' v '

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /S - 0  AT 1 2 :3 1  A . M. ,  4 / 8 / 6 5 .
: _  PASrSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 1 2 :4 2  A. M. ,  4 / 8 / 6 5 .

DECLASSIBIED
Attthoritvy k iZ i /<3 -f j -  ?7 ‘ ^>S/) 7 -  7-  7^

----------,  NABi . Dnte

^seesfiT -
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY 15 

-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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r e c e i v e d
inicA

p '

d e c l a s s if ie d

NABS, Date
vsc. Cl

t f f W l
ITS*- 7203  -

- - 5  APR 9  1 3  5 5

EKX7II
pp RUEpyy
DE RUEHCR 7914  0 9 /1 3 A 0 Z  f
P 0 9 1 2 5 7Z ZEA 
n* SECSTATE WASHDC
INFO RUEPyy/WHITE HOUSE ATTN MR BUNDY /o - y s -7 g '^
RUEKDA/DOD 
RUEPIA/CIA
P 09104OZ ZEA ZFF RUHKA 
FM AMEMBASSY SAI30N 
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO RUHKA/CIMCPAC 
RUHKA/T/CINCPACFLT 

' MX A /  T /  CO M SE V ENT H FLT 
oiATS 3RNC - 
3T .
i ^-O- P G E C n C T S EOME OFT WO

ACTION DEPT PRIORITY 3 3 0 5  IMFO PRIORITY CINCPAC CITE 091040Z 
CINCPACFLT COMSEVE^JTHF^I^JN^I FRO>-[_SAIGON APRIL 9 ,  6 3 0  PM

CIMCPAC PASS TO CINCPACFLT AND COMSEVENTHFLT FROM SAIGON UNN

CINCPAC FOR PGLAD

REF: DEPTELS 2 1 6S AND 2 171

FOLLOWIMG I S  STATUS OF OUR APPROACH TO GVN ON INCREASED US 
NAVAL PARTICIPATION IN ANTI-SEA INFILTRATION MEASURES.

3Y FORMAL EXCHANGE OF NOTES DATED APRIL 1 AtJD APRIL 3 GVN 
PER?^ISSION HAS BEEN OBTAINED FOR VESSELS OF TASK FORCE 71 OF 
THE US 7TH FLEET TO ENTER PORTS OF RVN AS REQUIRED FOR LIA ISO N , 
e F t ' r o 3 3 3 - ^ - ^ - 5 9 t ^ 4 ^ Z " 9 “ '5 T « ? M " ? r5 5 -2  i-71--^VIf-4~^-GVM -71-7T H -----

k'1
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■ C

- -P A a g -T ¥ 0 ” R u r j  I R - '5 0  6 A V t ^ : r = g  I'' 'T T ' r-" D m
LOGISTIC AND SI^5ILAR PURPOSES, WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION IF  
^ECESSARY (BUT WITH SUBSEQUENT WRITTEN CONFIRMATION).

FOLLOWING IS  TEXT OFPROPOSED DRAFT GVN NOTE WHICH WE PREPARED 
PASS TO PRIME MINISTER QUAT IN ACCORDANCE EMBTEL 5 1 9 0  AFTER 
RECEIVING STATE/DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION.

BEGIN TEXT

COMPLIMENTARY OPENING

IN VIEW OF CONTINUING SUPPORT BEING PROVIDED VIET CONG THROUG !
SEA INFILTRATION, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM i
REQUESTS THE ASSISTANCE OF US MILITARY AIRCRAFT, VESSELS AND
PERSONNEL IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF MEASURES INTENDED TO PREVENT
SUCH ACTIVITY AND IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM! TERROTORIAL WATERS. THE GOVERNMENT OF
RVN HEREBY;

REQUESTS ASSISTANCE OF US NAVAL VESSELS IN STOPPING, ' .
..JARDIKG, AND SEACRCHING VESSELS WITHIN THE TERRITORIAL 
WATERS OF RVN.

2 .  REQUESTS ASSISTANCE OF US Nil?SAL" VESSELS, IN ORDER TO
ASSIST THE GVN IN ITS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED RIGHT TO PROTECT
ITSELF AGAINST VESSELS ENDANGERING ITS INTERNAL SECURITY, IN
S F -N -G V '? f-^ l-9 3 _ i._ 2 ^  I

!
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April 10. 1963

-TOP SECRET

MEMORANDUM TOt Tho Sacretary of Stato
Th« Secretary of Dofenea

Tho P resident has diractod mo to emphaBlsQ again Ma 
continuing concern for m ore caroful control of m ilitary  
inforniatlon on oporatione in  Vlotnam. Tha Proaldent 
continues to boliovo that It is  vory unhslpful to havo 
detailed accounto of tho eiza and strength of air op^rationo 
against North Viotnam, and doos not undoretand why it  la  ' 
not poBBible to avoid giving out accuratg information ea  
num bers of a ircraft and tho weight of bombs dropptad.

The Presidont i s  a lso  d issatisfied  with the rapidity of releaas  
of information rospacting further troop reinforcom enta to 
^^S**)Vl3 tnam and doQs not understand why thar« should have 

een an announcomont on this subject from Saigon* This 
announcomont eeom s to him inconsistent with tho doclBions 
reached on April 1 and reported in  paragraph 11 of National 
Security Action Memorandum No. 329 dated April 6.

%

The P resident raquoota that the Department of Stato and tha
Department of Dofensa take further onargatic action to Improve
our performanco in  tl^ se  resp ects. ^

McG«orga Bundy
•T- ' ■

DECLASSIFIBD \  ^

/ f

Aua,ority ^ -
^  Rv . NAES, KQ

TOP SECRET

V-'
XI •
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46

Action

FE
Info

SS
G
SP
SAK
L
H
EUR
10
P
UBIA
NSC^
INR
CIA
NSA
DOD
NIC
A p

RMR

UQ TELEGRAM D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e

. . .  ' l i m i t e d  OFFICIAL USE
RS RUiHCR — --------------------r— :
D£ RUM.JIR 6S 8 A /2  1 2 / i l i ! 5 Z
R 121045Z ZEA________ ^
K-1 AMEriBAS'SY/SAlGOriJ 
TO RECSIaTE WASKDC
s ta te  6RNC 1965 APR 12

o s s a
m  9 44

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE jfelWO OFUjQ 5 ^ j ]A P R  ' l 2 f  7 PM ' '

AI4BASSAQCR S a ID IN  ANSUEH TO QUESTION THAT P-tSSIDEHT'S STATEMENT 
that  u s  i s  REaDV t o  ENGAGE IH DlSCUSSIOt^ yiTHOiJT PHE'CONDITIONS 
UAS cl ea r  A^® s t r e s s e d  t h a t  DISCUS3I0t33 NOT SAME A3 NEGOTlAllONSj 
KO STATEMENT HAD EEEN MADE BY USG ABOUT-NEGOTIATIONS.. IN ANSWER 
TO QUESTION AMB SAID WE ASSUME HANOI IS  FREHI TO SPEAK FOR ITSELF 
VJITH re gar d  t o . c o u r s e  OF WAR, BUT WE CANNOT B£ SURE OF EXTENT 
OF POSSIBLE PRESSURE ON HANOI BY OTHER COtlMUNISX COUNTRIES.
QUESTIOi'4 UAS ASKED UHETHER At^B yOUL'D REVISE HIS EARLIER STATEMENT 
th at  he DID NOT‘EXPECT INTERVENTION BY SOVIET UNI0« OR RED CHINA;

e - 4 3  2  RUMJIR 6 o 3 A /2  _________________ _________
AI1B REPLIED IT UAS HlS  PERSONAL VIEVJ THAT THERE WOULD BE NO i^ASSIVE 
SOVIET OR CHINESE INTERVENTION AT THIS TIME, BUT THAT' SHIPMENTS^
OF arms  OR OTHER SECONDARY KINDS OF ASSISTANCE MIGHT CONTINUE.

IN ANSUER .QUESTION AS TO V/HETHER HE WOULD BE LEAVING HIS S a IGON
POST BY Sa y i n g  n o .  q u e s t i o n  ua?  as ke d  whether f i g u r e  for
1965 i n c r e a s e  IN GVN FORCES UAS 1 3 0 , 0 3 3  OR 1 6 3 , 0 0 0 ,  AMB REPLIED 
that  former  f i g u r e  was MENTIONED BY SECRETARY MACNaMaRA SOME 
TIME a g o ,  but SINCE THAT TIME HIGHER TARGET OF 1 6 0 , 0 0 0  HAD BEEN 

ADOPTED. aNSUER TO QUESTION UHETHER US PLANNING ON AN
ESTABLISHMENT OF 3 5 3 , 3 0 3  US TROOPS IN VIETNAM, AMB REPLIED HE 
knew CF NO SUCH PLAN. ASKED I F  THERE HAD BEEN THOUGHT. GIVEN TO 
ATTACKING AN IMPORTANT TARGET IN NORTH VIETNAM IN REPRISAL FOR 
SAIGON EMBASSY BOMBING, AMB REPLIED THAT AIR STRIKE -PROGRAM 
CAREFULLY PLANNED AND NOT TIED TO SPECIFIC VC ACTIONS, SO HE HAD 
NOT CONSIDERED ANY SPECIAL MEASURE NECESSARY AS RESULT OF EMBASSY 
BOMBING, a s k e d  IF  QUESTION OF HOT PURSUIT HAD COME UP AS RESULT 
OF MIG DOGFIGHTS, AHB REPLIED NOT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. AMB ALSO 
REPLIED NO UHEN ASKED WHETHER US OR GVN GROUND ACTION WAS

L li-IiTE D  05?xC IA L USE f ^ E P . i c o u C T i O N  f r o . v ,  t h i s  c o p y  i s
------------------------------------ ^ --------------------------------- PR0HI3ITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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( LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

- 2 -  3 3 4 2 ,  A p r i l  1 2 ,  7 PM From S a i g o n  (SECTION T m  OF  TWO)

PAGE 3 RUMJIH 668 A /2
R.ANNED AGAIH3T IN ANSWER TO QUESTION UHETHEH KaVAL BLOCKADE
OF ti\JU Ufi.S A^i0^!3 m e a s u r e s  C0^jTE?2PLATED IH INCREASE OF SEVENTH 
R-EET SUPPORT TO VN WAR CMENTIONED ABOVE) AJ^B REPLIED IN HIS T i
OPINION b l o c k a d e  OPERATIOCJ would not b e  PROFITABLE DUE TO COST, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  and p o s s i b l e  INVOLUEMEKT ylTH AIRFIELDS
ON HAINAN ISLAND,  ̂ - * . i |

AI'IB UAS a s k e d  yHETHER ATTENTION UAS BEING GIVE?^ TO PROBLEM ' 5
that  us  a l l i e s  COi'^TRIBUTE TO TRADE FLOWING THHOUSH FORT OF ’ U
HAIPHONG. HE REPLIED HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANYTHING BEING DONE AT 
THIS TIME, BUT IT UAS _ SOMETHING HE i^IGHT NOT KNOy IN ANY CASE.

IN ANSySR TO QUEStlON ABOUT DISPOSITION OF EMBASSY.BOMBING J- ‘ I
TERRORIST HAls ANB SAID PRIMIN QUAT KNOwS VJE HAVE PHOBLEfI (RE
FERRING TO t h r e a t e n e d  e x e c u t i o n  of  GUSTAV HERTZ) AND UE KNOU
HE Ha s  PROBLEM; AKB FELT NOTHING HASTY WOULD BE DONE.
= r. .. ■ , . • . .

PAGE A RUMJIR 6 6 8 A /2  _  ________
AT-IBASSADOR was ASXED'IN c o n n e c t i o n  UITH PREVIOUS QUESTION AS TO 
WHETHER COUP WAS IMMINENT, WHETHER THERE WERE ANYTHING WE COULD DO 

•TO PREVENT COUP IF  UE WANTED TO. ^AMB REPLIED WE HAD NOT IN PAST 
BEEN a b l e  TO FORESTALL COUPS; BUT THAT WE WOULD ALWAYS TRY; 
what was REALLY NEEDED WAS MORE CONVICTION AMONG POLITICALLY 
ACTIVE VIETNAMESE THAT COUPS WERE HARMFUL.«

IN answer  t o . q u e s t i o n  WHETHER STATIONING US MARINES 
IN HUE WAS change  IN POLICY, SINCE MARINES WERE NOT GUARDING 
MAJOR US INSTALLATION LIKE DANa NG AIRBASE, AM3 REPLIED THAT THERE 
WAS NO DIFFERENCE IN EMPLOYMENT OF MARINES IN HIS MIND, AND 
tha t  t h e  HUE/PHU BAI AIRFIELD AREA WOULD BECOME MORE IMPORTANT
— A s a t e l l i t e  of  Da NaNG AIRBASE. he was ASKED WHETHER PHU BAI 
WOL^D BE made INTO JET AIRFIELD, AND REPLIED NOT AT THIS T I M E . ;

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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- 3 -  3 3 4 2 ,  A p r i l  1 2 ,  7 R 'i F ro m  S a i g o n  (SECTIO N  TV/0 OF Tv70)

QUESTION WAS ASKED UHEIHER IF  NIGS .WHICH INTERCEPTED US PLANES 
VESTEHDaV UKRE CHINESE, AN ENTIRELY HEW PHOBLEi>i IN WAR WOULD 
NOT FACE US Ai- 2̂ REPLIED HE HAD NO PROOF THAT M̂ IGS WERE CHINESE^ 
and CPAO ZOHTHIaM HEAD J U f f “ RECEIVED DOD STATEMENT GN INCIDENT.

PAGE 5 HUMJIR 6 e S A /g  . ............. ............... - ' ■
FINALLY AM3 WAS ASI-CED y K E T H E R ^ P R O B L E M S  IN VIETNAM 
t'AS NOT INSI'ABILITY OF POLITICAL LIFE KERE, - AME REPLIED YES,
AND IN answer  TO QUESTION WHAT WE WERE DOING ABOUT I T ,  WENT ON • 
t h a t  we were t r y i n g  TO MAKE OUR ADVICE AND HELP AVAILABLE TO GVN 
IN SUPPORT OF POLITICAL STABILITY, AND THAT UE, FELT THAT '
UNDER PRIM IN QUAT GVN WAS DOING WELL.

LIM ITED  O FFIC IA L  USE
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  A R M Y
O F F IC E  O F  T H E  C H IE F  O F  S T A F F  

W A SH IN G T O N , D .C . 20310

12 A p r i l  1965

MEMORANDUM TO:

SUBJECT:

CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 
CHIEF OF U. S .  AIR FORCE 

.COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

A c t i o n s  D e s ig n e d  t o  A c c e l e r a t e  S t a b i l i t y  i n  
S o u th  V ie tn a m .

>
¥

A t t a c h e d  a s  an e n c l o s u r e  a r e  s u g g e s t e d  i t e m s  t o  
d i s c u s s  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  on  T u e s d a y ,  13 A p r i l  1 9 6 5 .

1 E n e l  
a s

HAROLD K. JÔ  
GENERAL, USA 
CHIEF OF STAFF

UN CLA SSIFIED  W HEN SEPARATED FROM ATTACH.ME,NTS

" * V ^
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g  2 APR K6!:

SUBJECT: A c t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  s t a b i l i t y  i n  
S o u t h  V ie tn a m .

1 .  Any a c t i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  S o u th  V ie tn a m  m u st s t a r t  
from  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s ;  n o t  from  a f r e s h  . 
s t a r t  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  im b a la n c e s  e r a s e d ;  n o t  from  t h e  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w  o f  a c o h e s i v e ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s o c i e t y ;  n o t  from  t h e  
v i e w p o i n t  o f  c i v i l i a n - m i l i t a r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a s  u n d e r s t o o d  » 
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  b u t  from  t h e  b a c k d ro p  o f  an u n s t a b l e  
g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  l a c k s  an  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  a c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  and h a s  no i d e n t i f i a b l e  pow er

■ c e n t e r  t o  d i r e c t  g o v e r n m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  t o  a t t r a c t  
u n r e s e r v e d  o r  u n i n h i b i t e d  s u p p o r t  o f  f r a g m e n t e d  V i e t n a m e s e  
l e a d e r s h i p .

2 .  P a c i f i c a t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  m u st  b e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  f u l l  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
i n s t a b i l i t y  and c o n t i n u i n g  pow er  s t r u g g l e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  and among t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s .  A fu n d a m e n t a l  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  p a c i f i 
c a t i o n  i s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u n s w e r v in g  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  V ie t n a m e s e  i n  d e f e n d i n g  a g a i n s t  
a g g r e s s i o n  from  w i t h o u t ,  and d e f e n d i n g  a g a i n s t  o v e r t  
m i l i t a r y  a t t a c k s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  o f  S o u th  V ie tn a m  by  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  c u r r e n t l y  
s t a t i o n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,

3 .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  b a s i c  r e q u ir e m e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
p r o v i d i n g  s e c u r i t y .  T h e s e  a r e :

a .  F in d  t h e  enem y. •

b .  F i x  t h e  enemy i n  p l a c e  s o  t h a t  h e  c a n  b e  
e n g a g e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

I
c .  F i g h t  and f i n i s h  t h e  enem y.

A l l  o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  a r e  unden-zay c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  v a r y i n g  
d e g r e e s  o f  s u c c e s s .  A c t i o n s  a r e  underv;ay t o  im p ro v e  e a c h  
o f  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  l i s t e d  a b o v e .  T he m o s t  e s s e n t i a l .

DECLASSIFUSD 
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i n g r e d i e n t  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  p a c i f i c a t i o n  i s  t im e  t o  I
i n t e n s i f y  and t o  im p ro v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  »
p r e s e n t l y  undeirway. As any s i n g l e  m e a su r e  i s  ju d g e d  t o  
b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h a t  m e a s u r e  c a n  b e  exp an d ed  and e x p l o i t e d .
As any  s i n g l e  m e a s u r e  i s  ju d g e d  t o  b e  n o n p r o d u c t i v e ,
t h a t  m e a s u r e  c a n  b e  withdrai;>7n o r  a b a n d o n ed . t

4 .  To k i l l  m ore V i e t  Cong, t h e s e  a c t i o n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d :

a .  F in d  th em . T h i s  i s  w h a t  we a r e  d o in g :

( 1 )  P r o v i d i n g  a c a p a b i l i t y  t o  s a t u r a t e  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  w i t h  a e r i a l  o b s e r v e r s .

( 2 )  P r o v i d i n g  a t a r g e t  r e s e a r c h  and a n a l y s i s  
c e n t e r  t o  a n a l y z e  w h a t  t h e  o b s e r v e r s  s e e  and p r o v i d e  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  s o  t h a t  c o u n t e r 
a c t i o n  c a n  b e  t a k e n .

( 3 )  I n f o r m e r  p rogram s e x i s t ;  t h e  t o t a l i t y  
o f  t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  unknown.

T h e s e  a c t i o n s  ca n  b e  t a k e n ,  a l t h o u g h  t im e  w i l l  b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  i n s t i t u t e  a l l  o f  them and an a p p r e c i a b l e  t im e  
w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s :

i n f o r m e r s .
( 3 )  E x p lo r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h i r i n g  m ore

( 4 )  E x p lo r e  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o f  p a y  f o r  i n f o r m e r s .

b .  F i x  t h e  V i e t  Cong i n  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e y  c a n  b e

0 ID ^  1 T '^ 2  '

( 1 )  I n s t i t u t e  a s y s t e m  o f  r e p o r t i n g  by  an * 
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  e a c h  h a m le t  and v i l l a g e  b y  r a d i o  t o  an | 
o v e r h e a d  a e r i a l  o b s e r v e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a l l  i s  w e l l  i n  [ 
h i s  h a m le t  o r  v i l l a g e .  When V i e t  Cong a r e  p r e s e n t ,  no I 
r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  made and a q u i c k  r e a c t i o n  f o r c e  s h o u ld  t h e n  ; 
i n v e s t i g a t e .

( 2 )  C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  d e v e l o p  a s i m p l e ,  p r e - c o d e d  . 
t r a n s m i t t e r  t h a t  c a n  o p e r a t e  u n a t t e n d e d  b y  s e n d in g  a s i g n a l   ̂
r e p e t i t i v e l y  i n d i c a t i n g  some k in d  o f  V i e t  Cong a c t i v i t y  i n  j 
t h e  h a m le t  o r  v i l l a g e .  The a g e n t  h a n d l i n g  t h i s  d e v i c e
m u st  b e  a b l e  t o  p r e - s e t  t h e  d e s i r e d  c o d e  and s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y
p l a c e  t h e  d e v i c e  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  b e  t r a c e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  ?
a g e n t .  i
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en g a g e d  b y  an e f f e c t i v e  com bat f o r c e .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  
t r a i l  d e p a r t i n g  V i e t  Cong so  t h a t  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  i s  lm o\m  
and t h e y  c a n  b e  e n g a g e d  by  a com bat f o r c e .

T h is  i s  w h a t  we a r e  d o i n g ;

( 1 )  R a d io s  a r e  i n  p l a c e  i n  many h a m le t s  and 
v i l l a g e s  t o  r e p o r t  t o  d i s t r i c t  and p r o v i n c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  y i e t  Cong. ^

( 2 )  L o c a l  com m an ders , a s  w e l l  a s  d i v i s i o n  and  
c o r p s  com m an ders, h a v e  q u i c k  r e a c t i o n  f o r c e s  o f  v a r y i n g  
c a p a b i l i t y  r e a d y  t o  m ove a g a i n s t  V i e t  Cong i n c u r s i o n .

( 3 )  S u b s e c t o r  a d v i s o r s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v id e d  t o  
im p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l o c a l  d e f e n s e  a t  h a m le t  and v i l l a g e  
l e v e l  and t o  w ork  w i t h  l o c a l  r e a c t i o n  f o r c e s  t h a t  come
t o  t h e  a i d  o f  h a m l e t s  and v i l l a g e s  u n d e r  a t t a c k .

c .  F i g h t  t h e  V i e t  Cong.

T his  i s  w h a t  we a r e  d o i n g ;

( 1 )  I n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t  i n  
o r d e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  r e g u l a r  u n i t s .

( 2 )  I n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  r e g u l a r  b a t t a l i o n s .

( 3 )  A d o p t in g  m e a s u r e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  im p ro v e  t h e  
m o r a l e  o f  V ie t n a m e s e  f o r c e s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  and t h u s  i n c r e a s e  
t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  f i g h t .

T h e s e  a c t i o n s  a r e  u n d e rw a y ;

( 1 )  D o u b l in g  t h e  number o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  m o b i l i t y  f o r  r e a c t i o n  f o r c e s  who ; j r i l l  
e n g a g e  t h e  V i e t  Cong when t h e  V i e t  Cong a r e  i d e n t i f i e d .
W i l l  a r r i v e  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  RVN on 30  A p r i l  1 9 6 5 .

( 2 )  An i n t e n s i f i e d  e f f o r t  on im p r o v in g  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s .

\
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A d d i t i o n a l  a c t i o n s  t h a t  m ig h t  b e  u n d e r t a k e n :

( 1 )  R e p la c e  s i n g l e  s h o t  w ea p o n s  w i t h  c h e a p  
h a n d - h e l d  a u t o m a t i c  w e a p o n s .

( 2 )  I n t r o d u c e  a n t i - i n t r u s i o n  d e v i c e s .  Some 
t e s t s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u n d erw ay  b u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  n o t  
y e t  known.

» ^
( 3 )  R e c h a r g e  t h e  Open Arms program  (G h ie u  H o i)  

t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  a b a n d o n in g  t h e  V i e t  Cong 
and a l i g n i n g  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

( 4 )  R e o r i e n t  t h e  V ie t n a m e s e  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  
p r i s o n e r s  and r e t u r n e e s .

( 5 )  I n t r o d u c e  a d d i t i o n a l  U. S . com bat e l e m e n t s  
t o  a ssu m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  some g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  
w i t h i n  S o u th  V ie tn a m .

5 .  A d e q u a te  t i m e  m u st  b e  p r o v id e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
t o  p e r m i t  a c t i o n s  t o  t a k e  r o o t  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o r  l a c k  t h e r e o f .

/
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REF. CINCPAC TO JCS 0 S 23 i2Z o  . . . .

I HAVE BEEN FOLLOUING WITH INTEREST THE LOGISTIC STUDIES WHICH 
ARE GOING ON AT PaCOM AND MACV IM ANTICIPATION OF THE POSSIBLE 
INTRODUCTION OF SEVERAL DIVISIONS INTO SVN. SEVERAL COMMENTS 
OCCUR TO ME WHICH ARE PASSED ON FOR V/HaT THEY ARE WORTH. - •

THERE APPEARS TO BE NO QUESTION ABOUT THE NEED FOR THE 
CFN 3 3 3 2  1976 120730Z 12 4 ^  LIMDIS CINCPaC TO JCS G62312Z 
I HAVE PACOi  ̂ MACV SVN TO NO • ,■ ■

Page two r u m j i r  6 4 5 a ^ - e —p ' S ' T c  r e t ’ .
1 8 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 , 0 0 0  l o g i s t i c  BUILD-UP (THE CATEGORY A FORCE) RECOMMENDED 
BY g e n e r a l  WESTMORELAND. THE INTRODUCTION OF THIS FORCE HAS 
BEEN a p p r o v e d  AND SHOULD BE IMPLEMEOTED AS RAPIDLY AS THE ■ 
ELEMENTS' Ci^N BE MOVED AND MACV CAN ACCEPT THEM. I AM SURPRISED'
TO l e a r n  FROM Ma'CV THAT M AY 1 IS THE EARLIEST DATE FOR THE.

. a r r i v a l  o f  THE ENGINEER ELEMENT WHICH PACES THE RATE OF ARRIVAL 
OF THE OTHER COMPONENTS. IF POSSIBLE, THIS DATE SHOULD BE
a d v a n c e d . . . - •

THE CATEGORY A PACKAGE WILL PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR ABOLT 5 0 ,  000  
US PERSONNEL IN-COUNTRY, I . E .  THE PRESENT STRENGTH PLUS THE 
ADDITIONAL MARINES NOW LANDING IN THE DaNANG-HUE ARE A AND WILL 
PERMIT SOME PRELIMINARY WORK IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ARRIVAL 
OF ADDITIONAL US FORCES. TO MAKE ANY SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS TOWARD 
THE ESTaBLISHT'IENT OF A LOGISTIC BASE TO SUPPORT ADDITIONAL 
FORCES. IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO BRING IN RAPIDLY ABOuT 5 , 0 0 0

RcPRODUCTiON FROM THIS CO?Y IS 

-PROHiBlTEO UNLESS "U N C U SS IF IED "

DECLASSIFIED
Authority

Bv N A R a m t e  .'iH t i Z i ________,
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- 2 - 3 3 3 2 ,  A p r i l  1 2 ,  4  p .m . fro m : S a ig o n

MORE ENGINEERS (ABOVE THOSE IN CATEGORY A).  K ACV ESTIM ATES THEY 
COULD a r r i v e  about AUGUST 1 ( I F  THE CATEGORY A ENGINEERS 
a r r i v e  on may 1 ) .  I WOULD CONCUR IN THE DESIRABILITY OF THIS 
REINFORCEMENT, FEELING THAT THESE ENGINEERS CAN BE VERY ’ ■ 
USEFUL IN SVN WHETHER OR NOT WE EVER INTRODUCE ADDITIONAL 
DIVISIONS.  ' . ■ • • •
CFN 1 8 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 , 0 0 0  CATEGORY A FGR CE WESTMORELAND M ACV I m  
TO MACV may 1 CATEGORY A 5 0 , 0 0 0  US IN-COUNTRY, I v E .  DANaNG-HUE 
US TO 5 , 0 0 0  c a t e g o r y  A MACV AUGUST 1 CATEGORY A M AY 1 I WOULD 
SVN OR NOT WE

■ Page t h r e e  r u m j i r
WITH REGARD TO THE IMMINENCE 
I DO NOT SHARE THE FEAR T HAT
TO Fall  apart  w h i c h  i s  e x p r e s s e d  
ON t h e  l o g i s t  i c  b u i l d - up . in  
T ake p l a c e  i n  i h e  next few 
i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  
LOGISTIC p r e p a r a t i o n  CaN 
c o n t i n g e n c y , us  combat

: CONCURRENTLY WITH THEIR LOGISTIC
as  t h e y  g o .

645A’- ^ ^ - ^ P~S ~E C R E T------
OF JHE need  for t h o s e  D IV ISIO N S,  . 
THE I and I I  CORPS ARE AS ARE ABOUT 

IN S0:>1E OF THE TRAFFIC BEARING 
ANY CASE, IF A DEBACLE IS GOING TO 

MONTHS, THE TIME' FACTORS DEVELOPED
that  v e r y  l i t t l e  advance 

be made in  t i m e , i n  SUCH an u n l i k e l y  
REINFORCEMENTS WILL HAVE TO DEPLOY

UNITS and b u i l d  THEIR BASE

WHILE RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CURRENT STUDIES IN 
^DEVELOPING THE LOGISTIC FACTS OF LIFE AS THEY BEAR ON THE 

REINFORCEMENT OF SVN, I HOPE THAT THEY DO NOT INTERFERE WITH
, e s s e n t i a l  work in  p r e p a r a t i o n  for LESS a m b i t i o u s  but more p r o b a b l e

DEVELOPMENTS. IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING IN WASHINGTON THAT,
IF  THE m a r i n e s  DEMONSTRATE EFFECT IVENESS IN OPERATING OUT OF 

. DaNANG i n  an. o f f e n s i v e  COUNTER i n s u r g e n c y  ROLE, OTHER OFFENSIVE
e n c l a v e s  may be e s t a b l i s h e d  along  t h e  coast and g a r r i s o n e d  w i t h  

■' b r i g a d e - s i z e  c o n t i n g e n t s  for employt-ient s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  m a r i n e s , 
g e n er a l  Wes t m o r el a n d  i s  v e r y  a n x i o u s  to  e s t a b l i s h  suck a f o r c e  
as  soon as  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  b i e n  h o a - vung t a u  a r e a ,  q u i  nhon  i s - 

CFN TO I do not  I and I I  CORPS TO US TO SVN I HOPE DO NOT 
■DANANG WESTMORELAND TO BIEN HOA-VUNG TAU AREA QUI NHON

Page  f o u r  r u t - i j i r  S45a - T - a - p  s  k  c ~ r t - e - i “—  
a l s o  w e l l  s i t u a t e d  f o r  s i m i l a r  p u r p o s e s .  I 
t h a t  LOGISTIC  p r e p a r a t i o n s  BE INITIATED AT 
EACH o f  t h e s e  TWO AREAS TO RECEIVE A 

' i s  DQNE f o r  THIS PURPOSE WILL ASSIST

WOULD RECOMMEND 
ONCE TO PERMIT 

US BRIGADE. WHATEVER 
IN ACCOMMODATING ANY LARGER
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”3 - 3 3 3 2 j  A p r i l  1 2 ,  4  p .m .  from ; S a ig o n

FORCES WHICH MAY BE SUBSEQUENTLY lOTRODUCED. IT IS  IMPORTANT ■
THAT THIS LESSER PROGRAM BE CARRIED OUT RAPIDLY ENOUGH TO MAKE '
- A  CONTRIBUTION TO THE SITUATION WHICH IS  NOW UNFOLDING.'

THIS REQUIRES RAPID ACTION. , ■ . ' '
•TAYLOR . ■ ■ ,V
BT .. ^
CFN I WOULD TO US TO TO . '

A d v a n 9 e 3 o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  3 : 2 5  a .m .  4 / 1 2 / 6 5  ' ^
P a s s e d  t o  V fa ite  H o u s e ,  I>OD & CIA a t  3 : 3 1  a .m ,  4 / 1 2 / 6 5  ' ' • r  |

T©?-Sfi€Re&-
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T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E

W A S  H I N G T O  N

O F F I C I A L  U S E  O N L Y A p r i l  13, 1965

M E M O R A N D U M  FOR T H E  R E C O R D

S U B J E C T :  A n a l y s i s  o f  W h ite  H o u s e  M a i l  o n  V ie t n a m  
-  A p r i l  4  t h r o u g h  A p r i l  12

P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n ' s  s p e e c h  at J o h n s  H o p k in s  b r o u g h t  a s h a r p  
r e v e r s a l  in  the  h e a v y  f lo w  o f  c r i t i c a l  r a a i l .  V o lu m e  o f  m a i l  o n  
V ie t n a m  s lo w e d  a f t e r  th e  s p e e c h  and  s h i f t e d  f r o m  5 to  1 a g a i n s t  the  
P r e s i d e n t  to  b e t t e r  th a n  4 to 1 i n  h i s  f a v o r .  T e l e g r a m s  w h ic h  h ad  b e e n  
ru n n in g  5 to  1 a g a i n s t  th e  P r e s i d e n t  a r e  now r u n n in g  b e t t e r  th a n  4 to  1 
in  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  V i e t n a m  p o l i c y  a s  o u t l in e d  a t  J o h n s  H o p k in s .

F r o m  A p r i l  4 t h r o u g h  7 ,  th e  W h ite  H o u s e  r e c e i v e d  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  
2 , 0 0 0  l e t t e r s ,  3 0 4  t e l e g r a m s  and  208  p o s t c a r d s .

F r o m  A p r i l  8 th r o u g h  12, th e  W h ite  H o u s e  r e c e i v e d  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  
7 8 9  l e t t e r s  and  559 t e l e g r a m s .

L e t t e r s  now  e x p r e s s  g e n e r a l  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p o l i c i e s  
w it h  s p e c i f i c  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  h i s  o f f e r  o f  u n c o n d i t io n a l  n e g o t ia t io n s  and  
a  p r o g r a m  o f  e c o n o m i c  a id  f o r  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  S ig n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r s  o f  
w r i t e r s  n o te  th e  p r i d e  t h e y  f e l t  in  the  P r e s i d e n t  and the  c o u n t r y  w h i le  
l i s t e n i n g  to  t h e  a d d r e s s .  O t h e r s  m e n t io n e d  a new  f e e l i n g  o f  o p t i m i s m  
and  r e l i e f  -  - o f  n ew  h o p e  fo r  the  f u t u r e .  S e v e r a l  c o m m e n d e d  the  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  c h o i c e  o f  E u g e n e  B l a c k ,  ajid o f f e r e d  t h e ir  s e r v i c e s  to  the  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e lo p m e n t  and  a s s i s t a n c e  e f f o r t .

B e f o r e  th e  s p e e c h , m a i l  w h ic h  o p p o s e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  V ie t n a m  
p o l i c i e s  u r g e d  a n  i m m e d i a t e  c e a s e - f i r e ,  w i t h d r a w a l  and  a n e g o t ia t e d  
s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e r e  w e r e  r e p e a t e d  r e q u e s t s  th a t  the  U N  be i n v o lv e d  in  
a n y  s e t t l e m e n t .  O th e r  s ig n i f i c a n t  t h e m e s  w e r e :  r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  M ek o n g  D e l t a  and o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  
th e  U . S .  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  a m o r e  p o s i t i v e  i m a g e  in  S o u t h e a s t  A s ia ;  
e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  s h a m e  and h o r r o r  a t  th e  b r u t a l i t y  o f  th e  w a r  and the  
s u f f e r in g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ;  r e f e r e n c e s  to  G o ld w a te r  and  th e  c h a r g e  th a t  the  
P r e s i d e n t  w a s  p u r s u i n g  G o l d w a t e r - l i k e  p o l i c i e s ;  c o n f u s io n  o v e r  U . S. 
a i m s ;  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  d i s t a s t e  fo r  th e  u s e  o f  n a p a lm ,  g a s  and  the  
b o m b in g  o f  N o r t h  K o r e a .
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B e f o r e  th e  s p e e c h ,  m a i l  w h ic h  s u p p o r t e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  V ie t n a m  
p o l i c i e s  s t r e s s e d  th e  n e e d  to  h a l t  th e  s p r e a d  o f  c o m m u n i s m  an d  to  s top  
C h i n e s e  e x p a n s i o n i s m .

A f t e r  the s p e e c h , m a i l  w h ic h  o p p o s e s  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  V i e t n a m  
p o l i c i e s  c r i t i c i z e d  the p r o p o s a l  fo r  a  $1 b i l l i o n  a id  p r o g r a m ,  a r g u in g  
t h a t  the  m o n e y  b e  u s e d  f o r  d e f e n s e  r a t h e r  th a n  " tr ib u te "  (the  D i r k s e n  
t e r m ) .  L e t t e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  th e  s p e e c h  a " d i s a p p o in t m e n t " .  S o m e  
c a l l e d  fo r  an  i m m e d i a t e  c e a s e - f i r e  and  n e g o t ia t io n s ;  s o m e  u r g e d  
w it h d r a w a l ;  o t h e r s  d e m a n d e d  a  f i r m e r  p o l i c y  to  s to p  c o m m u n i s m  w i t h  
no e x t e n s i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  a id .

T e l e g r a m s  now  e x p r e s s  s t r o n g  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
p o l i c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the p u r s u i t  o f  a  p e a c e f u l  s o lu t io n ,  th e  o f f e r  o f  
e c o n o m i c  a id ,  fo o d  s u r p l u s e s ,  e t c .  T h e r e  a r e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  g r a t i t u d e  
and  c o n g r a tu la t io n ;  s u p p o r t  fo r  the  m e n t i o n  o f  a  r o l e  for  th e  U n ite d  
N a t io n s ;  e n d o r s e m e n t  fo r  the o f f e r  of u n c o n d i t io n a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

B e f o r e  th e  s p e e c h , t e l e g r a m s  w h ic h  o p p o s e d  the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
V i e t n a m  p o l i c i e s  u r g e d  th e  u s e  o f  U N  m a c h i n e r y  and an  i m m e d i a t e  c e a s e 
f i r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  s h o c k  and a n g e r ,  o p p o s i t i o n  to  
G o l d w a t e r - l i k e  p o l i c i e s ,  o p p o s i t i o n  to  a i r  a t t a c k s ,  g a s  and c h e m i c a l  
w a r f a r e ;  s u p p o r t  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s .

O r i g in s  o f  m a i l  - W h e r e  C a l i f o r n i a  and N ew  Y o r k  w e r e  c l e a r l y  
th e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e s  o f  m a i l  b e f o r e  the s p e e c h ,  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  e v e n  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t r y  n o w . T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n  a l m o s t  
e v e n  b a l a n c e  a m o n g  m e n  and  w o m e n .

C L C
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F D E F E N SE
1 KATION/.L M ll lTARY COMMAND CENTEa 
V  MESSAGE CEJI1ER

D 6 1 / J C S 7 1 3 /1 3 T H  R 12  
PHB023 

VV PAF092

^ 2 0 7

CALL 5 3 3 3 T
FOR .VMCC/HC

SERVICE

IZ

0 0  RUEKDA
DE RUHKA 1565 1 3 / 2 2 3 3 Z
0 1322  35Z 
FM CINCPAC - 
TO RUEKDA/JCS 
INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 
RUHKR /C IN CUS
RUHPB/CINCPACFLT -------------
RUHLKM /CI^PA-CAF 
BT
T E C R - ^ T
D&PLOYMENT OF 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE 
A. CINCPAC LTR 3 0 1 0  SER 000131 OF 10 APR 65 
e .  COMUSMACV MACJ3 1168 2 /1 1  0g25Z NOTAL ]:
C\ \5AIG0N 3 3 3 2  TO STATE, l 2  APR h PM NOTAL

l>--Ri:.F A RECOMMENDED DEPLOYMENT OF THE >?-3D AIRBORNE BRIGADE 
TO THE B i E K - m A / M N C  TAU AREA WITHO.UT-DELAY TO CONDUCT SECURITY AND 
COUNTERINSURG ENCY OPERATI ONS V 

. 2 .  REF B CONTAINS COMUSMACV RECOMMENDATION FOR DEPLOYMENT 
OF AN ARMY BRIGADE TO THE BIEN HOA/VUNG TAU AREA AFTER THE MARINE 
BRIGADE CLOSES IN THE DANANG/PIW BAI AREA.

3 . IN REF C AMBASSADOR TAYLOR RECOMMD'IDS THAT LOGISTIC PREPARA
TIONS BE INITIATED AT ONCE TO PERMIT ESTABLISHMENT OF BRIGADE SIZED

ACT____ - J j - j O  -S )  - -

C J C S - 2 ( 9 - 1 0 )  D J S - 3 ( 1 1 - 1 3 )  S J C S - 3 ( 1 4 - 1 6 )  J 5 - 2 ( 1 7 - l 8 )  SA C S A -5(1 9 - 2 3 )  

SECDEF-5(2i+-28)  WHITE HOUSE-3  ( 2 9 - 3  1) STA TE-1(32)  C S A - 2 ( 3 3 - 3 4 )  

C N 0 - 2 ( 3 5 - 3 6 )  C S A F - 2 ( 3 7 - 3 8 )  C M C -5 (3 9 -^3 )  F I L E - 1 ( 4 4 ) Y JS /S

PAGE 1 OF 2 PAGES JCS CY# o -5o .1

DECLASSIFIED
Authority

Bv  ̂NAKS, Date.
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? O P - S € € R E ^
DEPARTM ENT O F D E F E N SE

NATIONAL MILITARY CO.MMAND CENTER 
MESSAGE CENTER

FORCES IN BOTH THE BIEN HOAAOJNG TAU AND QUI NHON AREAS,
ii. IT  IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE 1? 3D AIRBORNE 

BRIGADE BE INITIATED AT ONCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
CONTAINED IN REFS A AND B.

5 .  CONCURRENT ACTIONS SHOULD BE INITIATED TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
REPLACEMENT OF THE l 7  3D AIRBORNE BRIGADE IN VIETNAM BY A CONUS 
BASED U . S .  ARMY BRIGADE IN ORDER TO RECONSTITUTE THE PACOM RESERVE. 
G P -3  
BT

11682 IS 11366 

ADV COPY TO NMCC PAGE 20F 2 PAGES JC S - 1 4 2 0 7
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i^CGM IM G T E I E 6 M  Department of State

r o
Action

Info

SECRET DECLASSIFIED

1 4 /1 2 5 0 Z

R U£ H C a /  SE C ST aTE 17 A S HD C

PP RUEHCS 
D£ RUMJIR 8 15A 
P H 1 2 1 5 Z  ZEA 
FA AMEMBASSY 
TO
INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC
s t a t e  grnc
BT

- ^ - £ - C R E T  a c t i o n  PRIORITY DEPT.^5384, 
C141215Z> FROM SAIGON APRIL’ 14,  SP--!------

LIMDIS ' >

Authority ^

Bv .  V NABS, n«fi.

1 9 5 5  APR 14  AM 7 ; 5 7  .

I f Q<ui {I 0
JNF0:PRWRITY_^ piNCPAC 2002

- -  0 4 1  ■

RECENT a c t i o n s  RELATING TO THE ‘iNTRODUCT ION OF US GROUaO FORCES
Rave t e n d e d  to  c r e a t e  am ii-i?R£SSION of e a g e r n e s s  i n  s o /^e q u a r t e r s  TO
DEPLOY FORCES-INTO SVN WHICH IN FIND DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND. I 
SHOULD THINK THaT FOR BOTH i' -IILITaRY AND POLITICAL REaSÔ vIS WE SHOULD 
ALL BE MOST RELUCTANT TO TIE  DOWN ARMt/NARINE UNITS IN THIS COUNTRY 
AND WOULD DO SO ONLY AFTER THE PRESENTATION OF THE MOST CONn/INCING 
EVIDENCE OF THE NECESSITY.

BEFORE THE MARINES HaD BEEN INTRODUCED IN THE DaNaNG-PHU 3 a I 
CFN 5 3 8 4  2 0 0 2  ( 1 4 1 2 i 5 Z ) '  14 8PM 5Vi\’ DaNaNG-PHU BAI .

PAGE 2 RUMJIR 815A -S-fi- tTTTE" 
a r e a , THERE WERE AT LEAST FOUR REASONS FOR JUSTIFYING THE BRINGING 
IN-OF US GROUND FORCES, AMONG V7HICH V/AS THE NEED TO ASSURE THE- GVN 
and DRV OF OUR d e t e r m i n a t i o n  TO STAY IN SVN TO THE FINISH,  NOvJ THAT 

'THE m a r i n e s  are ASHORE, THAT REQUIREMENT IS MET AND, IN MY OPINION^ 
NO MORE'US FORGES ARE NEEDED TO MAKE THAT PARTICULAR 'POINT.

THERE r e m a i n  THREE ARGUMENTS FOR’ FURTHER REINFORCEMENTS; CD 
THE NEED TO DO ESSENTIAL MILITARY TASKS WHICH GVN FORCES ARE UNa BLE 
TO DOj (2 )  THE NEED TO DO ESSENTIAL MILITARY TASKS FASTER THAN : 
TH£ GVN FORCES, UNASSISTED, ARE ABLE TO DO; AND C3) THE DESIRA- '

BILITY OF MAKING PROVISION FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE CRISES'AND CONTIN
GENCIES, SINGLY' OR IN COMBINATION, THESE ARGUMENTS COULD 3E 
adduced t o  j u s t i f y  almost  UNLIMITED ADDITIONAL DEPLOYMENTS OF US 
FORCES IF SUCH DEPLOYMENTS DID NOT RAISE COUNTER-ARGLvIENTS WHICH. 
SOONER OR l a t e r  OUTVJEIGH THE THREE POINTS FOR THE AFFIRMATIVE.
THE MOUNTING NUMBER OF FOREIGN TROOPS Ma Y SAP THE GVN INITIATIVE.  
and t ur n  A DEFENSE OF THE GVN HOMELAND INTO vJHaT APPEARS A FOREIGN 
war. THE INCREASING PRESENCE OF MORE AMERICANS WILL GIVE PEKING 
GROUNDS TO PRESS MILITARY REINFORCEMENTS ON HANOI. FRICTIONS WILL-

 ̂ ____ _ RcPRODUCTICN F?.OM TH!S COPY !S
. '  ■ ' ---------!-------n - S E C t t g g ? --------------- ^ -------------PROHlBiTcD U N tE iS  "UNCLASSIFiED"
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- 2 -  3 3 8 4 ,  APRIL 1 4 ,  8 PM, FROM SAIGON
• i

GROW BETWEEN THE VIETNA’̂ ESE AND THEIR WHITE ALLIES; IT WILL BECOME 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  STEER US AND GVN POLICY ON PAR'ALLEL LINES.  
CFN GVN DRV SVN NO ( 1 )  (2 )  ( 5 )  , |

PAGE 5 RUi’l J l R  8 1 5 a 
THE NET EFFECT i îAY BE NOT AN EXPEDITING'.OF VICTORY 
BUT ITS RETARDATION. , ■ ■ .

I  MENTION T H E k  COUNTERVAILING ^FACTORS TO MAKE THE POINT THAT IT 
IS Far from an u n m i t i g a t e d  advantage  TO BRING IN MORE US FORCES.
A CONSIDERATION OF THE DISADVANTAGES CONVINCES ME THAT, WHILE 
LOGISTIC PREPARATIONS SHOULD 3E MADE NOW TO BE ABLE TO RECEIVE 
ADDITIONAL FORCES, THE FORCES THEMSELVES SHOULD BE HELD OUTSIDE 
OF SVN JUST AS LONG AS POSSIBLE AND UNTIL THEIR NEED I S  UNCON
TROVERTIBLE. FROM A PURELY MI-LITARY POINT OF VIEW, IT I S  ESSENTIALLY 
WASTEFUL OF THE SPECIALIZED MOB LITY OF MARINES AND AIRBORNE. TROOPS 
TO COMMIT THEM ipREMATURELY TO RESTRICTED ,LAND AREAS. POLITICALLY,
IT IS  UNDESIRABLE TO SEEK AUTHORITY FOR THEIR INTRODUCTI'ON UNTIL 
A CLEAR and SPECIFIC NEED EXISTS WHICH ASSURES THEM AN UNRESERVED 
WELCOME FROM THEIR GVN HOSTS. TAYLOR* . -
BT- ■' ■. . ! I .
CFN NOT SVN GVN ■

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /S -Q  A t  8 : 4 5  AM 4 / 1 4 / 6 5  ■ '
PASSED WHITE HOIBE, DOD, CIA AT 8 : 4 5  AM 4 / 1 4 / 6 5
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- T g E S E H E E i :

T H E  W H i T E  H O U S E

W A S  H I N G T O N

A p r i l  14, 1965

M EM ORANDUM  FO R  T H E  PRES IDENT

Bob M c N a m a r a  s ^ i l  b r in g  o v e r  a c ab le  to T a y l o r  th i s  e v en in g  w h ic h  
w i l l  r a c k  up  a n u m b e r  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  the  f i e ld  to  c a r r y  out s o m e  
of the  th ings  t h a t  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  lu n ch  y e s t e r d a y .  (The c u r r e n t  
d r a f t  i s  a t  T ab  A .  ) M y  own ju d g m e n t  is  t h a t  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  of th is  s o r t  
to T a y l o r  would  be  v e r y  e x p lo s iv e  r i g h t  now b e c a u s e  he w i l l  n o t  a g r e e  
w i th  m a n y  of t h e m  and  he  w i l l  f e e l  th a t  he  has  not b e e n  c o n s u l t e d .
He h e a r d  ab o u t  the  a i r b o r n e  b r i g a d e  by a p r e m a t u r e  JCS m e s s a g e  of 
y e s t e r d a y  and  has  a l r e a d y  c o m e  in  q u e s t io n in g  i t .

A t  Tab  B is a n o t h e r  c a b le  f r o m  T a y l o r  in  w h ic h  he g r a v e l y  q u e s t io n s  
the  u s e f u l n e s s  of i m m e d i a t e  a d d i t io n a l  g r o u n d  d e p l o y m e n t s .

I  a m  s u r e  w e  c a n  t u r n  h i m  a r o u n d  if  we give  h i m  j u s t  a l i t t l e  t i m e  to 
c o m e  a b o a r d ,  b u t  I a m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  you  y o u r s e l f  c u r r e n t l y  w i s h  to 
m a k e  a  f i r m  d e c i s i o n  to  pu t  a n o t h e r  1 0 ,0 0 0 - 1 5 ,  000 c o m b a t  t r o o p s  
in  V i e t n a m  to d a y .  A s  T a y l o r  s a y s ,  we w e r e  p lann ing  w hen  he l e f t  
to u s e  the  M a r i n e s  a l r e a d y  on the  s c e n e  in c o m b a t  r o l e s  and  s e e  how 
t h a t  w o r k e d .  I t  is  no t  cleai? th a t  we now n e e d  a l l  t h e s e  a d d i t io n a l  
f o r c e s .

Y our  own d e s i r e  f o r  m ix in g  our  M a r i n e s  w i th  t h e i r s  is  qu i te  a  d i f 
f e r e n t  m a t t e 3̂  and  I th in k  th a t  shou ld  be p r e s s e d  s h a r p l y .

The n e t  of th i s  is  t h a t  I would  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d  th a t  you  hold 
on B ob 's  t e l e g r a m  ton igh t  and  t ak e  t i m e  to  t a l k  i t  o v e r  w i th  R u s k ,
M c N a m a r a  and  m e  e i t h e r  a f t e r  th e  m e e t i n g  w i th  the  S e n a t o r s  or  
t o m o r r o w  m o r n i n g .

I h i . / t  hvi.Jc C-n oi ’̂ 0'" M cG .  B.

a f  ~ -fo DECLASSIFIED
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‘ V C U

SECURIT Y C L A E S I F K  ON

- r e?  SECRET-
S^JiOE BELOW KESBH7ED FOR COUUVNIOJlTIO}! CENTER

6 c '  ■'b jGlZ|_ ̂  V

DIST- A's5‘7 l S A - 5 ( 1 0 - l 4 ) S E C D E F - 5 ( 1 5 - 1 9 ) C J C S - 2 ( 2 0 - 2 n D J S - 3 ( 2 2 - 2 4 ) C S A - 2  
( 2 5 - 2 6 ) C S A F - 2 ( 2 7 - 2 8 ) C N 0 - 2 ( 2 9 - 3 0 ) C M C - 2 ( 3 1 - 3 2 ) 0 l A - ^ J ( 3 3 - 3 6 ) F 1 LE-1 ( 1 )  ( . \ ;  
#2=^[>ACC-#3 4SA CB TO CJCS #5  SECDEF' '#6 CSA #7 CSAF # 8  CNO # 9  DIA \  
WHTt E ' ’H6tlSE'-^^(37 ^3 9 )  STATE - K ^ O )  (i+0)

P R E C C O S N C E

ACTION IMMEDIATE
IN FO

T Y P E  MQG rO.’uw i ;

MULTI

A C CO U N TIN G
S Y M S O L

OSD

O R I G .  O R  R E F E R S  TO C L -A 6 S IF IC A T IO N  
O F  R C F E R E N C E

FROM: department of state
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

TO: aMEMB SAIGON 
CINCPAC,1 ■

; LOD Lllii OilOu . XO 
DOES HOT A??LY

i ; comusmacv

GCCflCT THIS IS A JOINT

STATE-DEFENSE MESSAGE. LIMDIS

H ighes t  a u t h o r i t y  b e l i e v e s  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in South Vietnam has 

been d e t e r i o r a t i n g  and t h a t ,  in a d d i t i o n  to  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  the  

North ,  something new must be added in the  South t o  ach ieve  v i c t o r y .  

As exper im en ta l  s t e p s  to  t h a t  end ,  we b e l i e v e  t h e  fo l low ing  a c t io n s  

should  be unde r ta ken :

1, Experimenta l  encadrement by US f o r c e s  of  South Vietnamese 

ground t roops  both  to  s t i f f e n  and in c r e a s e  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ^ a I s o  

t o  add to  t h e i r  f i r e  power. Westmoreland w i l l  be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  

d e ve lop ing  a d e t a i l e d  p la n  and s u b m i t t i n g  th rough CINCPAC to  JCS 

f o r  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l ,  i t  i s  sugges ted  he develop two approaches  to  

be c a r r i e d  ou t  c o n c u r r e n t l y ,  one Invo lv ing  I n t e g r a t i o n  of  a sub

s t a n t i a l  number o f  US combat personne l  ( e . g . ,  50) in each of  s e v e r a l  

ARVN b a t t a l i o n s  ( e . g . ,  10) and the  o t h e r ' i n v o l v i n g  the  combined

S P E C I A L  I N S T R U C T I O N S

Copies t o ;
CJCS
CofS, Army 
CNO
CofS, Ai r Force 
CMC
Di r / J o i n t  S t a f f  
DIA

Concu r r c n c e s ;
Whi to House -  .

McGcorge Bund'. 
S t a t e  -  Rusk 
Defense - 

McNamara

39

Z F F - l
ZF Fr^

D A TE

_ L L
M O N T H

Apr 11

TIM E

YEAR

1965
e v M ao L

ASD(ISA)
T Y P Z D  NAME A ND T IT L E  ( S ic n a tu n ,  i f  re<juired)

John T. McNauqhton. ASD(ISA)
P H O N S PACE

N R . 1
S E C U R IT Y  C L A S S IF IC A T IO N

pSTGNATURSj

Y P '^ [ ^ (o r  s ta m p e d )  N * A M E  a V p  T I T ^ ^ E

JOHN T, McNAUGHTON 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

JJ.»NT£RNAI I ONAL_i,E.G,UR.lTy.^AFFA 1RS) 
DrG:"^’T 5 H 3 9 Z  APR 65

D f o rm  »; "V o
1 MAY D 3  *  /  O
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FROAA. dep/̂ r̂xmeNT of state .
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

tt :
r .

o pe r a t i o n  o f  approx i ma t e l y  3 a d d i t i o n a l  Army/Marine b a t t a l i o n s  wi th  

3 o r  more South Vietnamese b a t t a l i o n s  f o r  use  in combat o p e r a t i o n s .  

. . ( I t  Is r ecogni zed  t h a t  I f  t he  South Vietnamese b a t t a l i o n s  used f o r  

t h i s  purpose  a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  from a genera l  r e s e r v e  as s i gnment ,  i t '  

may be n ec e s s a r y  t o  r e p l a c e  them.)  . _ -

2.  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a b r i g a d e  f o r c e  In to  t he  Bien Hoa -  

,.Vung Tau a r e a ,  both t o  a c t  as.  a s e c u r I t y  f o r c e  f o r  our  I n s t a l l a t i o n s
■ r\. ■ ■

and a l s o  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y  combat o p e r a t i o n s .  

Westmoreland wi l l  develop and submi t  t o  CINCPAC and the  JCS a p lan 

f o r  t he  use o f  t h e s e  t r oops  in such o p e r a t i o n s .

3.  I n t r o d u c t i o n  of  b a t t a l i o n  o r  m u l t i - b a t t a l i o n  f o r ce s  In to  

.2 o r  3 a d d i t i o n a l  l o c a t i o n s  a l ong  the  c o a s t ,  e . g . ,  Q.ul Nhon.

Westmoreland wi l l  submit  p r op o s a l s  as t o  number o f  t roops  r equ i r e d  

and l o c a t i o n  f o r  as s i gnment .  The purpose  o f  t h e s e  dep l oyment s , wi 11 

be t o  exper i men t  f u r t h e r  wi t h  US f o r c e s  In a c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y  . 

r o l e ,  in a d d i t i o n  to  p r o v i d i ng  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t he  Base.

I terns 1, 2 and 3 above a r e  des igned  as I n i t i a l  s t e p s  to 

i n c r e a s e  t he  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t he  c o u n t e r - g u e r r i l l a  campaign.  I f

t h e s e  moves a r e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t hey  should be fol lowed prompt ly by
•. . . . . .  j .

r e q u e s t s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  US f o r c e s .  '

k ,  A  s u b s t a n t i a l  expans ion  o f  Vietnamese r e c r u i t i n g  cam

paign u t i  1 i z i ng  US r e c r u i t i n g  e x p e r t s ,  t e c h n i q u e s ,  and p r ocedu r es .  

Westmoreland wi l l  work out  wi t h  the South Vietnamese new r e c r u i t i n g  

goa l s  and d e t a i l e d  p l ans  f o r  accompl i sh i ng  them.

SYMBOL PAGE
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SE CURITY C u A S S i r i C A .  , ^ N

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Siia-tl

5 . An ex p e r im en ta l  program p ro v id in g  expanded medical  s e r 

v ices  t o  the  c o u n t r y s i d e  u t i l i z i n g  mobi le d i s p e n s a r i e s .  The 

Surgeon General  o f  t h e  Army is  be ing  d i r e c t e d  t o  work w i th  

COMUSMACV to  deve lop  a d e t a i l e d  p lan  t o  accompli sh  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .

6 . An e x p e r im en ta l  I n t r o d u c t i o n  I n to  the  p r o v i n c i a l  govern-  

^]^ent s t r u c t u r e  o f  a team o f  US Army C iv i l  A f f a i r s  personne l  (or  

I j S l m l l a r ly  qua l l - f led  p e r s o n n e l )  to  a s s i s t  In the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of

\ r l ^ s t a b l e  government In the  p ro v in c e s  and t o  I n i t i a t e  and d i r e c t  the  

n e c e s s a ry  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and s e c u r i t y  programs.  I n i t i a l l y  

teams should  be in t ro d u ced  i n t o  1 o r  2 p ro v in c e s .  General  Peers  

i s  be ing  s e n t  to  work w i th  COMUSMACV t o  deve lop a d e t a i l e d  p la n  to  

accompl i sh  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .

7 . An ex p e r im en ta l  p lan  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  food d i r e c t l y  to  

^ r e g u l a r  and p a r a m i l i t a r y  personne l  a n d / o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  General

^Tlmmes Is be ing  s e n t  to  work w i th  COMUSMACV to  develop  a d e t a i l e d  

p lan  f o r  t h i s  pu rpose .

Ambassador Tay lo r  should  d i s c u s s  above program u r g e n t l y  

w i th  Q.uat, and assuming f a v o r a b l e  r e a c t i o n ,  S t a t e  and Defense w i l l  

Inform C ongress iona l  l e a d e r s  o f  proposed  a c t i o n s  b e fo re  they  a r e  

u n d e r t a k e n .  Westmoreland should  be p rep a red  t o  d i s c u s s  h i s  p lans  

f o r  i tems 1, 2 and 3 w i th  General Wheeler  d u r in g  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  

in Honolulu next  week. SPC §\
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S E C U R I T Y  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N

P R E C E D E N C E

A CTION 1 K 3 5 I W
I N F O ' i m E S W S S '

F R O M

T O

INFO:

JOS

R E E E R V C O  F O R  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  C E N T E R

D I S T . . . C J C S - 2 ( 9 - 1 0 )  D J S - 3 ( 1 1 - 1 3 )  S J C S - 3 ( 1 4 -1 6 )  
J 1 - U 1 7 )  J 3 - 8 ( 1 8 - 2 5 )  J 4 - 2 ( 2 6 - 2 7 )  J 5 - 2 ( 2 8 - 2 9 )  
S A C S A -5 (3 0 -3 4 )  SAMAA-K35) S E C D E F -5 (36 - i |0 )  
A S D / I S A - 9 ( 4 l - i f 9 )  A S D /P A - 5 ( 5 0 - 5 4 )  C S A - 2 ( 5 5 - 5 6 )  
C S A F - 2 ( 5 7 - 5 8 )  C N 0 - 2 ( 5 9 - 6 0 )  CM C-5(61 -65 )
WHITE H 0 U S E - 3 (6 6 -6 8 )  N M C C -3(69 -71) R A IR -1 (7 2 )  
F I L E - I ( l )  ADV copy  to CN0(#4) CSAFt#5)
C JC S (# 6 )  S E C D E F (# 7 ) . . . .D A C C - # 2 . . .C B(#3)

•68-D T O l i^0051Z APR 65 COPY #

TOP SBC R E T JCS

CINCPAC
CINCSTRIKE/USCINCMEAPSA

GNO /ZEN
CSAP /ZEN
COMUSMACV
CINCPACPLT
CINCPACAP ■ .
CINCUSARPAC
CINCARSTRIKE
COMATS
COMSTS
DTMS
AMEMB SAIGON 
WHITE HOUSE 
STATE DEPARTi'IENT

0 0 9 0 1 2 JCS sen d

S u b j;  D e p lo y m e n t  o f  173d  A ir b o r n e  B r i g a d e  t o  B i e n  H oa-

Vung Tau A rea  (u)
R e f:  CINCPAC 132235Z  

1 .  F o r  CINCPAC:

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority f - / 3 -  7^

By . NARS,

a .  F o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n s  a r e  t o  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

e a r l i e s t  f e a s i b l e  a f t e r  AI-EB T a y lo r  o b t a i n s  

c l e a r a n c e  fro m  GVN: . ^

( l )  D e p lo y  173d  A ir b o r n e  B r i g a d e  and n e c e s s a r y

S P E C I A L .
I N S T R U C T I O N S

D i s t r i b u t i o n
CJCS
DJS
SJCS
J - 1
J - 3
J - 4
J - 5  
SACSA 
SAMAA 
SECDEP 
ASD (ISA )
ASD (PA)
CSA
CMC

132235  IS JCS 
14207

D A T E

M O N T H

APR
P A G E  N O ,  

1

T I M E

Y E A R

1 9 6 5
N O .  O F

P A G E S  2

T Y P E D  N A M E  A N D  T I T U E P H O N E

7 7 9 2 1

COL C. M. MOUNT, J R . ,  USA 
P a c i f i c  D i v i s i o n ,  J - 3  . . .

S E C U R I T Y  C l _ A S S l F I C A T i p N * - / : , > ^

S I G N A T U R E

T Y P E D  COR S T A M P E D )  N A M E  A N D  T I T L . Erj*-/-CHESTER C. G 
B r is sd ie r  G cacra l, U2AF

R E C R A D I N G  I N S T a U w t l O N S
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ABBREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM 
AND/OR CONTINUATION SHEET

S E C U R I T Y  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N

— H i t '  a j i f i f -
PRCCEOeNCE: R E U S A S E D  B Y

A C T I O N

I N F O

D R A F T E D . B Y P H O N E

support elements to Blen Hoa-Vung Tau area with 

the i n i t i a l  m ission of secu rity  of US in s t a l la 

tio n s  and f a c i l i t i e s .

( 2 ) Expand in i t i a l  m ission to  include en ga^ -  

ment in  counterinsurgency combat operations,

b . Timing and mode of transportation of forces  

involved in  above deployments to be determined by 

CINCPAC. Request furn ish  JCS your schedule of 

deployments using AMB T aylor's clearance day 

(C-day) as a base.

2 . For CINCSTRIKE/USCXNCMEAPSA:

a . Concurrent with the above, in i t ia t e  necessary  

a ction  to  provide for the replacement of the 173d 

Airborne Brigade in  Vietnam by a CONUS based US 

Army Brigade with necessary support elem ents.

3 . For BOTH:

a . D irect coordination authorized.

b . No public statements are authorized except 

as d irected  by OASD (PA) through public in fo  

channels. Deployment when made w il l  be treated

n

in  low-key.
s

GP-4 J

C O N T R O U  N O . T O R / T O O P A G E
N O .

2

N O .  O F  
P A O E S

2

M E S S A G E I D E N T I F I C A T I O N

0 0 9 0 1 2
I N I T 1 A L . S

R E G R A D I N G  I N S T F ^ U C T I O N GP-4-
S E C U R I T Y

i
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■ f f y

‘ ACT ION ■ PRlOH IT Y DEPT 1 3 3 6 8 ]  INFO PR lOR IT Y CINCPAC 1992 1  
FRÔ J SAIGON APRIL 1 4 r T T 3  , • '  ' • ' , /■  -T:— ^ r ~ —

[ l  I  H D. I ' s  . • ■ ■ - . r  ' ' \ , i
V •. I , ■ ; -■ ■ • ■ ' I

REF: A. DEPTEL 2 2 9 0 ,  B. EMBTEL 3290*  C. EMBTEL 3 3 3 2 .
j  ■ , ’ • . • •

' 'AUTHORITY FOR DEPLOYMENT OF R B-66  TF WAS OBTAINED AT SAME TIMES 
lA3 t h a t  FOR m a r i n e  REINFORCEMENTS AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN REPORTED 
, IN REF. B. ' , '  . . ,
y-. ' •
i 'wlTH re gar d  t o  THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 1 8 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 , 0 0 0  CATEGORY
1 A FORCE, I HAVE DELIBERATELY NOT REPEAL NOT SOUGHT GVN APPROVAL FOR 
?THE PACKAGE. I HAVE REPORTED TO QUAT IN QUALITATIVE TERMS THE 
f CFN 3 3 6 8  1992 1 4 0 5 15Z 14 1PM 2 2 9 0  3 2 9 0  3 3 3 2  R B -66  TF B.
; 1 8 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 , 0 0 0  A GVN • ' , ‘ , ’ - , • ■ -

rPAGE TWO RUMJIR 774A
■WASHINGTON DECISION TO BRING IN SOME. THOUSANDS OF ADDITIONAL
I LOGISTICAL TROOPS AND HE IS  ENTIRELY AGREEABLE. I HAVE DESCRIBED 
rTHE INTRODUCTION OF THESE TROOPS AS A CONTINUING STREAM ARRIVING 
^OVER many MONTHS AND HE HAS .STATED THAT SPECIFIC GVN APPROVAL IS 
f UNNECESSARY FOR THESE 1?0N-C0MBaT FORCES. 1 uOUCU kAHliUi.

'HOWEViR, TO 6IVE“ h 1M Pi:.HiUDlU REPDHTS OF ACCRETIONS IN U . 3 . _  _  
; STRENGTH. IF  WASHINGTON 3VER INTENDS TO RELEASE THE fY g URE' ■'

1 8 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  I SHOULD BE NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE SO THAT I CAN 
BREAK THIS FIGURE TO QUAT, WHICH Ma Y• BE SOMEWHAT BREATHTAKING.

' T aylor
•BT  ̂  ̂ ^
:CFN. 1 8 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 , 0 0 0

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S / S - 0 ,  4 - 1 4 - 5 5 ,  2 : 0 0  A.M.
PASSED VraiTE HOUSE, DOD, CIA, 4 -14 -65^ , 3 : 1 0  AM.

,  REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
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Action
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Info
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.'JNNNVV MJB4 6 5 J IA 333B  
00 RUEHCR
DE RUMJIR 789A H / 0 9 1 0 Z  
Q_IA0535Z ZEfl ■■ ■

fM a h e m b a I S I 3 a S ^
OnUJ£rHCR/3EC3rATE“ WASHDC /

•INFO RUHKA/CINCPAC
s t a t e  grnc  ' • « "
BT .: . ■ , /
T~~Cr~P-S-&-~C-i? E T ACTION i m m e d i a t e  d e p t  
199.6 C1^09 05Z) FROii SAISON APRIL 14 , 5P^ 

^  ̂
LIMDIS ’ , ; ;

, R E F :  A..DEPTEL 2 1 8 4  B. EMBTEL 3 2 9 0

...  . ' . - v 7 ^ -’E-~:y

-VV  ̂ V

■ ■ , ,9 S 5 O T ! ^

3 3 7 4

I M M ' E D I A T E  

INFO i m m e d i a t e  CINGPAC

..AS REPORTED IN REF B, I SOUGHT AND RECEIVED AUTHORIZATION FROM- 
rOUAT TO INTRODtJCE THE '£•lARL̂ I£ CORPS ELEMENTS SPECIFIED IN REF A. 
IGENERAL WESTMORELAND,has  JU5T REPORTED TO ME THAT,,TO HIS SURPRISE,  
'THE m a r i n e  UNITS WHICH HAVE LANDED INCLUDE 155- AND8” HOWITZERS AND 

TANKS IN ADDII.t̂ON TO THOSE ELEMENTS FOf  ̂ WHICH I HAVE OBTAINED 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n . THIS ACTION IS  HIGHLY EMBARRASSING TO ME AND CON
TRAVENES,JHE DECISIONS BEARING ON THE MARINE DEPLOYMENTS TAKEN IN 

..CFN 3 3 7 4 , . 1 9 9 6  (1 4 0 9 0 5 Z  14 5PM A. 2 1 8 4  B, EWOP B QUAT A 155 8"

PAGE 2 RUMJIR 789A'-^-;^ -P-5--£--e- i^■^-•■T^  ̂ ,,
WASHINGTON DURING MY.RECENT VISIT AS I , UNDERSTOOD THEM. APART 
FROM THIS FACT, THE INCLUSION OF THESE ,HEAVY WEAPONS INa PPROPRlA.TE 
FOR COUNTER INSURGENCY OPERATIONS WILL ENCOURAGE THE CRITICS .OF '

.. U .S .  POLICY yHO ARE SAYING THAT WE ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT 
FIGHTING RED CHINA THAN VIET CONG. :

' I  WOULD HAVE OPPOSED THE INTRODUCTION OF THIS, HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
• had I  KNOWN IT IN TIME. NOW THAT IT I S .  IN ,  I T kWOULD COMPOUND THE 
MISTAKE TO REMOVE IT .  I SH^^LL TRY TO EXPLAIN THIS AFFAIR TO QUAT

• IN SUCH; A WAY AS NOT TO ENCO.URAGE THE SUSPICION THAT WE ARE 
'S L IP P IN G  UNITS INTO SVN W l f H O u r  HIS KNOWLEDGE. TAYLOR. . > ' -

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S / S - 0  AT 4 : 5 6  A.M 4 / 1 4 / 6 5
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 5 : 1 5  AM . 4 / 1 4 / 6 5

. ■ !>£:tL A G Sr? 'ED- ------ ^ ^ -----
A uthority

. NARA.Date i

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
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T E IS € R A M  ■ D e partment o f  S t a t e 0 3 4

Action od‘ RUEHCR

Info

DE RUMjIf} 797A IA /0 9 A 0 Z
. 1J'''.i

PHNOM PENH
aNFO. r u s h c r / s e c s t a t e  washdc ' i L -  V ;  'i  ̂f y  y -
.s t a t e  GRNC  ̂ I  M M E D 1 - A^X-E -1565 APR 14 , .A i M , \ 2 6 ,  . V

Y~0- P— ^ £ --C- R - ^ - T ^ A  CTI ON IMMEDIATE PHNOM PENH .4 09 INFO IMMEDIATE 
p E P T f ^ T S j h P R  14,  6 PM ' . ,

.maximum a i r  EFFORT PLANNED \T0 BE FLOWN AGAINST MAIN VC HEAD
QUARTERS LOCATED IN WAR ZONE C IN l^EoTERN TftY NTNH PROVINCE. . 
OPERATION' WILL INVOLVE SYSTEMATIC SATURATION BOMBING OF AREA.

•OF- POSSIBLY 2 KILOMETERS ON EACH SIDE BOUNDED BY COORDINATES '
XT 2 4 8 9 ,  XT 2 6 8 9 ,  XT 2491  AND XT 2 6 9 U  .AREA BOUNDARIES MAY , , 
change SLIGHTLY PRIOR TO STRIKE BASED ON NEW INTELLIGENCE 
BUT NO t a r g e t  CLOSER THAN 7  KILOMETERS. TO CAM^OD I aN BORDER',’ 
STRIKE NOW PLANNED FOR APRIL 15 AND WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED IN '-'v. 
CFNBRPO ’* ( 7 6  14^6  V C . C ’TAY NINH 2 XT 2 4 3 9  XT 2'689 XT 2491  ' , 
XT 2 6 9 i 'N0  7 15, , , .. • , .

?PAGE 2 RUMJIR 797A 
.SINGLE DAY.

% 0- F- ■R E T-3 -E -c r
s p e c i a l  PRECAUTIONS WILL BE TAKEN TO ASSURE NO 

■v i o l a t i o n  of  CAMBODIAN BORDER. WE WILL^ INFORM PHNOM PENH OF • 
;TIME OF,AIR STRIKE WHEN PROVIDED BY COMMANDER SECOND AIR DIVISION,

above INFO PROVIDED TO ALERT YOU OF EXTENSIVE AIR ACTIVITY . 
yPt.ANNED FOR PROVINCE BORDERING CAMBODIA. I F  DEPT CONCURS AND'  _• 

•;Y0U CONSIDER DESIRABLE NO OBJECTION YOU INFORMING CAMBODIAN ' 
IaUTHORITIES AFTER RECEIPT FLASH TELEGRAM INDICATING STRIKE - ^
LAUNCHED. .... . .

TAYLOR ' ' ' ' |i :•  • ^
BT ' , ■ - •

L

NOTE; A d van ce  c o p y  t o  S / S - 0  a t  5 : 3 5  a . m . ,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1965

NOTE: P a s s e d  W h ite  H o u se ,  DOD, CIA a t  6 : 0 5  a . m . ,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  
1965i . **

.H3 -;dIe5p n '  p e r  . . ' i .

R 'P S O D U a iO N ' R O M  THIS COPY 12 
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L B S 'iS i )  OFFICIAL USE

P? RUEHCR
DE RUMJIR 838A 1 4 / i  K 8 Z
P R 141055Z ZEA____
FA Â 3Ê '1BA33Y-̂ 3'ALG0JD .
TO RUEHCR/SEC3 1 ate  UASHDC 
INFO RUHLHQ CINCPAC 

'STATE GRNC ■
BT

\9o5
■ n  8  M

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ACTION DEPT [ ^ 8 2 j I M F O  CIMCPAC 2 0 0 0  ( H 1 0 5 5 Z )  
fro :-] SAIGON APRIL 1 4 ,  7Pi;l ■

CINCPAC' FOR POLAD / ' . ;; I-

DEPT WILL HAVE‘NOTED -AP FILE FROM'TOKYO WHICH REP0RT3.THAT 
PHAM VAN DONG'S REPORT TO DRV NATIONAL ASSEMBLY CONTAINED FOUR 
POINT DECLARATION WHICH>, ACCORDING TO DONG, ” 13 THE BASIS FOR THE 

■SOUNDEST POLITICAL SETTLEi'iENT IN VIETNAM TODAY.”

WE Have r e c e i v e d  a number of  q u e r i e s  from p r e s s  on s t o r y  and m e-'/ 
'YORK t i m e s ' c o r r e s p o n d e n t  TOPPING 'HAS RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM' WASHING
TON OFFICE: s a y i n g  th a t  f e e l i n g  ; IN V /̂ASHj/ZcrfD/y i s  THAT DONG'S STaTE-  
CFN 3 5 8 2  2'000 C141055Z) AP PKaM VAN DONG DRV DONG TOPPING DONG .

I'i » ... i

PAGE 2 RUMJIR 808A ■ '
MENTS ARE' p o s s i b l e  STEP'TOWARDS NEGOTIATIONS.

WE SEE NOTHING IN DONG’ S REPORT THAT DIVERGES FROM DRV POSITION 
AS ALREADY SET FORTH IN VARIOUS HANOI STATEMENTS AND BY HO C H I’’ 
MINH HIMSELF (EMBTEL 5 3 1 5 ) .  TAYLOR.
BT ■ ■ .

•CFN DONG DRV HO CHI MINK 35 16

NOTE: .PASSED ADVANCE COPY TO S / S - 0 ,  AT 4 / 1 4 / 6 5  a t  7 : 0 0  AM 
WHITEHOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 4 / 1 4 / 5 5  a t  7 : 0 0  AM

LIMITED 0:?FICIAL USE REPRODUCTiON FROM THIS CCPY !S 
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