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R E F  MACV 0 80700 Z MAY 
K i .  IN  ACCORDANCE W ITH  R EFE R E N C E  A 
HACV HAS IS S U E D  L E T T E R S  OF IN S TR U C T IO N  TO T H E  I I I  
H A R IN E  Ai-iPHIBIOUS FORCE AND TO T H E  i? 3 D  A IRBO RNE BRIGADE A FTER  
F U L L  R E P E A T  F U L L  COKORDINATION W ITH  TH  E GVN WHICH S T E S  FORTH  
T H R E E  STAG ES THROUGH WHICH US FORCES WOULD PROGRESS.
STAGE 1 WAS R f lLA TED  TO T H E  S E C U R IT Y  OF T H E  BASE AREA AND INCLUDED
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MESSAGE CENTER

A C TIV E  P A TR O LL IN G . STAGE 2 INCLUDED D EEP  PA TRO LL IN G  AND O FFEN S IV E  
O PERA TIO N S. I N I T I A L  O F F E N S IV E  OPERATIONS WERE TO B E  U N ILA TE R A L  
AND THEN COMBINED IN  ORDER TO IRON OUT COORDINATION PROCEDURES  
W ITH  T H E  RVNAF. T H E  I I I  MAF HAS ALREADY CONDUCTED SOME SUCHK 
Ca-IBINED O PERA TIO N S. T H E  i7 3 D  A IRBO RNE BRIGADE WAS SCHEDULED TO 
CONDUCT I T S  COMBINED OPERATION ON U  JU N E . HOWEVER, T H I S  
OPERATION WAS POSTONED OWING TO T H E  COMMITMENT OF H E L IC O P TE R S  
AND I I I  CORPS TROOPS TO T H E  R E L I E F  OF DONG O A I. STAGE 3 
INVOLVES COMMITMENT OF US FORCES IN R E S E R V E  REACTION OPERATIONS  
IN  CONJUNCTION W ITH  RVNAF AS NECESSARY AND ALSO INCLUDES O FFE N S IV E  
OPERATIONS OR SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS IN  COORDINATION W ITH  
RVNAF,
2. IN  F U L L  COORDINATION W ITH  RVNAF HEADQ UARTERS, BOTH T H E  
173D and I I I  MAF WERE TO EN TER  STAGE 3 ABOUT 15 JU N E . IN S TR U C ­

T IO N S  TO T H I S  E F F E C T  HAVE ALREADY BEEN IS S U E D  BY T H E  RVNAF JO IN T  
GENERAL S T A F F  TO T H E IR  CORPS COMMANDERS. IN  VIEW OF T H E  S T A T E ­
MENTS MADE IN  WASHINGTON BY T H E  SEC RETA RY OF S T A T E  AND AT T H E  
W H ITE  H O USE, WE HAVE OF COURSE D EFER R ED  T H E  MOVQ'IENT FROM STAGE
2 TO STAGE 3 AND IN  A D D IT IO N  WE HAVE R E S T R IC T E D  US COMBAT TROOPS 
TO T H E I R  TA C T IC A L  AREAS OF R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  WHICH ARE ASSOCIATED  
D IR E C TL Y  W ITH  T H E  D E F E N S E  OF T H E  IN S T A L L A T IO N S  NEAR WHICH TH E Y  
ARE LOCATED.
3. T H E  FACT I S ,  WE HAVE MOVED SOME D IS TA N C E  DOWN T H E  ROAD 

TOWARD T H E  A C T IV E  COMMITMENT OF US COMBAT FORCES AND WE HAVE DONE 
SO HAND-IN -HAND W ITH  OUR V IE TN A M ESE  A L L Y ,  TH EY  NOW E PEKC T AND 
A N T IC IP A T E  T H I S  KIND OF P A R T IC IP A T IO N .  TH E Y  AND WE RECOGNIZE  
THA T T H E  T I M E  HAS COME WHEN SUCH SUPPO RT I S  
SURV IV A L OF ANY GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM  
OF T H E  RVNAF.
4 . T H E R E F O R E  WE RECOMMEND THAT T H E  CONCEPT FOR EMPLOYMENT 
ANTD T H E  L E T T & S  OF IN S TR U C T IO N  BE M O D IF IED  AS FOLLOWS AND 
APPROVED AS A M A TTER  OF URGENCY;

A. T H E  TA C T IC A L AREAS OF R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  AROUND AIRBx\SES 
ANT BASE AREAS WHERE US TROOPS ARE LOCATED W IL L  B E  E TENDED OR 
E PANDEI INTO A LL  ADJACENT VC CONCENTRATIONS OR BASE AREAS WHICH 
TH R EA TEN  T H E  IN S T A L L A T IO N S  IN  Q UESTIO N . T H I S  W IL L  P E R M IT  O FFE N S IV E  
O PQ iA TIO N S , COMBINED OR U N ILA T  E B A L , IN  D IR E C T  R E LA T IO N  TO T H E  
D E F E N S IV E  M ISS IO N . T H I S  SEEM S TO US F U L L Y  CO M PATIBLE WITH PARA
1 OF S T A T E  DEPARTMENT ClRCULJiJ? 2^83  OF 10 JUNE IN WHICH T H E  
SEC RETA RY OF S T A T E  I S  QUOTED AS FOLLOWS*. "NOW OBVIOUSLY WE D O N 'T

E S S E N T IA L  TO T H E  
AND T H E  IN T E G R IT Y
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^  DEPARTMENT OF DEFENS^
--------C W K i - r " '  NATIONAL MIUTARY COMMAND CENTER

MESSAGE CENTER

E P EC T T H E S E  hEN TO S I T  T H E R E  L I K E  HYPN O TIZED  R A B B I T S  WAITING FOR [
TH E  VC TO S T R I K E .  T H E Y  ARE NOW IN  T H E  SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE  
TO BE  S U R E  THAT T H E  VC ARE K E P T  OFF BALANCE AND A STRONG S T R IK IN G  
FORCE I S  NOT ORGANIZED IN  T H E  NEIGHBORHOOD TO S T R I K E  T H E S E  
IN S T A L L A T IO N S . ”

B ,  WE W IL L  ORGANIZE AND PLAN W ITH  T H E  V IETN A M ESE  FOR 
T H E  COMMITMENT OF US R E S E R V E  REACTION FORCES TO BE CALLED UPON 
BY T H E  V IETN A M ESE  WHEN IN  T H E I R  OPINION AND OURS T H E  GENERAL 
R E S E R V E  OF RVNAF HAS BEEN COMMITTED OR I S  NOT IM M EDIA TELY  
A V A ILA B LE .  T H I S  WE REGARD AS E N T IR E L Y  C O M PATIBLE W ITH  T H E  S T A T E ­
MENT IS S U E D  FROM T H E  W H ITE  HOUSE ON 9 JUNE WHICH SA YS: "GENERAL  
WESTMORELAND ALSO HAS A U TH RO RITY  W IT H IN  T H E  ASSIGNED M ISS IO N  TO  
EMPLOY T H E S E  TROOPS IN  SUPPO RT OF V IE TN A M ESE  FORCES FACED W ITH  
AG G RESSIVE ATTA'CKS WHEN OTHER E F F E C T IV E  R E S E R V E S  ARE NOT 
A V A ILA B LE  AND WHEN IN  H IS  JUDGMENT T H E  GENERAL M IL I T A R Y  S IT U A T IO N  
URGENTLY R E Q U IR E S  I T . "
5 , WE HAVE REACHED A PO IN T IN  VIETNAM WHERE WE CANNOT 
AVOID T H E  COMMITMENT TO  COMBAT OF US GROUND TROOPS, OUR O B JEC T IV E  
I S  TO M A IN TA IN  IN TA C T T H E  GOVERNMENT OF SOUT VIETNAM AND I T S  
ARMED FO RC ES. TH E Y  CAN NO LONGER COPE ALONE W ITH  T H E  INCREASED  
VC DRV T H R E A T ,  T H E Y  ( T H E  V IE TN A M ESE )  ARE F U L L Y  AWARE OF T H I S  FACT 
AND NEED AND E PEC T US SU P P O R T ,  WE S E E  NO D I F F I C U L T Y  IN  E PLA IN IN G  
T H E  ACTIONS D ESC R IBED  ABOVE IN  ACCORDANCE W ITH  T H E  TERM S S E T  FORTH  
IN  T H E  W H IT E  HOUSE AND T H E  S T A T E  DEPARTM ENT MESSAGES.
6. AMDASSADOR JOHNSON HAS READ AND CONCURS 
GP4 
HT

0 8 0 7 0 0 Z  I S  IN 5 0 8 5 8  
ADV GY TO OSD CJCS DJS  NMCC
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0 1 3 / 9 5 4 1  
F': i^'icc
TO W H ITE  HOUSE 
T O P *  ~ ~'C E T - '
REFEREN C E C0MU3MACV MESSAGE DTQ 1 ^ 5 4 3 Z .  '

TH E  FOLLOWING i^ESSAGE HAS BEHlN SEMT TO GEN WESTMORLAND 
3Y ADM SHARP QUOTE
YOU ARE TH E  MAN ON TH E  GROUND AND y i L L  HAVE TO WEIGH TH E  PROS 
AND CONS OF CONNITTING TH E  TWO B A TTA L IO N S  OF TH E  175RD. CONCUR 
THAT YOU HAVE TH E  A UTH O RITY  TO CONNIT TH EN ,  
r  N SURE YOU R E A L IZ E  TH A T TH E R E  >;JOULD BE GRAVE P O L IT IC A L  
"P L IC A T IO N S  INVOLVED I F  S I Z A B L E  U . S .  FORCES ARE .COMMITTED FOR 

iH E  F I R S T  T I ^ E  AN’D S U F F E R  A D E F E A T .
^iCTIFY AMBASSADOR JOHNSON AND N O TIFY  C I ‘-’ CPAC AND JCS PRIOR TO 
CONNITNENT OF ANY U . S .  GROUND C0N3AT FORCE. UNQUOTE 
3 T  .

. d e c la s s i f ie d  - 
Authority D  Z L}2 ^ ^ h -?

N A R S, Dkte '
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^ Q -P  S E C R - g r -  I  ^

M o n d a y, June  1 4 , 1965

T e x t  o f cable f ro m  G e n e ra l W e s tm o re la n d  (C O M U S M A C V  2 0 0 5 5 )

S U B J E C T :  C oncept o f O p e ra t io n s  - -  F o rc e  R e q u ire m e n ts  and 
D e p lo y m e n ts , So u th  V ie tn a m

1. T h e r e  h a s  been an extended exchange o f m e ssa g e s  re g a rd in g  the V ie t  
C o n g / N o rth  V ie tn a m e se  th re a t ,  the re q u ire m e n t  f o r  U . S .  f o rc e s ,  the 
concept o f t h e ir  e m p lo y m e n t and the d e ta ils  o f t h e ir  d e p lo ym e n t. I  p ro ­
p o se  to t re a t  each o f th e se  m a t t e r s  in  an e f fo r t  to b r in g  the p ic tu re  in to  
c lo s e r  fo c u s .

2 . T h e  T h r e a t . S ta te  m e ssa g e  287  o f 11 June 1965  r a is e s  q u e s t io n s  about 
m y  c u r re n t  e s t im a te  o f the s e r io u s n e s s  o f the  s itu a t io n  in  So u th  V ie tn a m , 
T h i s  m e ssa g e  w i l l  be a n sw e re d  se p a ra te ly  b y an E m b a s s y  te le g ra m  re f le c t ­
in g  m y  v ie w s .  S u f f ic e  i t  to  sa y  th a t the So u th  V ie tn a m e se  have lo s t  f iv e  
in f a n t r y  b a tta lio n s  on the  b a t t le f ie ld  in  the la s t  th re e  w e e k s w h ile  r i s in g  
c a s u a lt ie s  and h ig h  d e s e rt io n  ra te s  have ca used  a m o ra t o r iu m  to be p ro ­
p o se d  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the fo rm a t io n  o f new b a tta lio n s .  T h u s ,  the So u th  
V ie tn a m e se  b a tt le f ie ld  s t re n g th  i s  d e c lin in g  in  the face o f N o rth  V ie tn a m e se  
re in fo rc e m e n ts  and a V ie t  Cong o f fe n s iv e .  I t  i s  m y  c o n s id e re d  o p in io n  tha t 
the So u th  V ie tn a m e se  A rm e d  F o rc e s  cannot sta n d  up to t h is  p r e s s u re  w it h ­
out s u b s ta n t ia l U .  S .  com bat su p p o rt  on the g ro u n d .

3 . F o rc e  R e q u ire m e n t s . I  have a sk e d  f o r  added f o rc e s .  T h e s e  c o n s is t  o f 
tw o  b a tta lio n s  to  ro u n d  out the 3 rd  M a r in e  D iv is io n ,  a So u th  K o re a n  D i\ . 'is io n , 
an A irm o b ile  D iv is io n ,  the  re te n t io n  o f the 1 7 3 rd  A irb o rn e  B r ig a d e , ta c t ic a l 
f ig h t e r s  and a c o rp s  h e a d q u a rte rs  p lu s  com bat and lo g is t ic  su p p o rt  fo rc e s .  
W e have a ls o  fla g g e d  the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f a d d it io n a l fo rc e s .

4 . Concept o f E m p lo y m e n t ,

A . T h e  C IN C P A C  a n a ly s is  o f the s it u a t io n  and concept o f o p e ra t io n s  i s  
p ro p e r ly  fo c u sse d  upon the p o p u la tio n  - -  th a t i s ,  upon the p eo p le . T h e r e  i s  
no doubt w h a tso e v e r th a t the in s u rg e n c y  in  So u th  V ie tn a m  m u s t  e v e n tu a lly  be 
defeated am ong the  people in  the h a m le ts  and to w n s . H o w e v e r, in  o rd e r  to 
defeat the in s u rg e n c y  am ong the p e o p le , th e y  m u s t  be p ro v id e d  s e c u r it y  of 
tw o  k in d s :

D E C L A S S IF IE D  

- T O P  S E C R E T - —-  A u th o rity , / A '  7

B y  , N A R S. Datfi
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(1) S e c u r it y  o t th e  c o u n try  as a w h o le  f ro m  la rg e , w e ll  o rg a n ize d  
and equipped f o rc e s ,  in c lu d in g  th o se  w h ic h  m a y  com e f ro m  o u ts id e  t h e ir  
c o u n t ry .

(2) S e c u r it y  f ro m  the  g u e r r i l la ,  the  a s s a s s in ,  the t e r r o r i s t  and 
the  in f o r m e r .

B .  I  am c o n v in c e d  th a t U S  t ro o p s  can c o n tr ib u te  h e a v ily  in  th e  f i r s t  
c a te g o ry  o f s e c u r it y ,  but th a t o n ly  the  V ie tn a m e se  can m a ke  re a l p ro g re s s  
and succeed in  re sp e c t  to the  se c o nd . U n fo rtu n a te ly ,  the V ie tn a m  A r m y  
i s  b e ing  d ra w n  aw ay f ro m  th e  people and t h e ir  s e c u r it y  in  o rd e r  to  m e e t 
th e  c h a lle n g e  o f the  m a in  fo rc e  V ie t  C o n g / N o rth  V ie tn a m e se  o f fe n s iv e .
T h e  b e st  i l lu s t r a t io n  o f t h is  p o in t i s  the fa c t th a t the  I I  C o rp s  c o m m a n d e r 
h a s re m o v e d  m o s t  o f the  t ro o p s  f ro m  th e  P ro v in c e  o f B in h  D in h  w ith  i t s  
n e a r ly  one m i l l io n  people in  o rd e r  to  defend the  r e la t iv e ly  le s s  im p o rta n t  
P ro v in c e  c a p ita ls  o f K o n tu m  and P le ik u .  T h e r e f o re ,  m y  concept i s  
b a s ic a lly  to e m p lo y  U S  fo rc e s ,  to g e th e r w ith  V ie tn a m e se  A irb o rn e  and 
M a r in e  B a t t a lio n s  o f the  g e n e ra l r e s e r v e ,  a g a in s t  the  h a rd c o re  N o r th  
V ie tn a m / V ie t  Cong fo rc e s  in  re a c tio n  and se a rc h  and d e s t ro y  o p e ra t io n s , 
and th u s  p e rm it  the  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f V ie tn a m e se  t ro o p s  in  the  h e a v ily  
po pu la ted  a re a s  a long the  c o a st, a ro u n d  S a ig o n  and in  the  D e lta .

C . W e have t a i lo re d  lo g is t ic  su p p o rt  fo rc e s  to p ro v id e  f o r  so m e  
ta c t ic a l f le x ib i l i t y  so  th a t fo rc e s  m a y  be s h if te d  in  accordance ^vith the 
s t re n g th  and m o v e m e n t o f the  V ie t  C ong. C o n tin u o u s a d ju s tm e n ts  and 
r e d is t r ib u t io n s  un d o u b te d ly  w i l l  be n e c e s s a ry .  I t  i s  l i k e ly  th a t the  w a r 
w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  becom e m o re  f lu id  and m o re  m o b ile .  W e b e lie v e  tha t 
the  m a jo r  b a se s at Da N a n g , C hu L a i ,  Q u i N h o n , Cam  R a n h  and S a ig o n  -  
B ie n  H o a  p ro v id e  the  backbone su p p o rt  on w h ic h  m o b ile  fo rc e s  can be 
su p p o rte d  and f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  can m a n e u v e r.

D .  I t  i s  n o t o u r  concept that the U S  w o u ld  ta ke  e x c lu s iv e  c o n t ro l o r  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  any e n t ire  p ro v in c e  a lth o u g h , in  p ra c t ic e , o n ly  to ke n  
S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  fo rc e s  m ig h t  re m a in .  T h u s  g e n e ra lly ,  we m u s t  m a tc h  
o u r fo rc e s  w ith  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f the  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se . W e 
m u s t  s t re n g th e n  and su p p o rt  the  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  A rm e d  F o rc e  s t ru c t u re  
to keep  i t  a liv e  and o p e ra t iv e . W e sh o u ld  g e n e ra lly  c o n c e n tra te  U S  fo rc e s  
aw ay f ro m  m a jo r  p o p u la tio n  c e n te rs  and w h e n e v e r p o s s ib le  do the b u lk
o f o u r  f ig h t in g  in  m o re  re m o te  a re a s .

5 . D e p lo y m e n ts

A ,  I  re c o g n iz e  th a t the  in - c o u n t ry  lo c a t io n  o f g ro u n d  com bat fo rc e s  
h a s a b e a rin g  upon the  s i z e ,  n a tu re  and lo c a tio n  o f lo g is t ic  su p p o rt  fo rc e s .
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p o r t s ,  a i r f ie ld s  and if e la te d  f a c i l i t ie s .  F o r  t h is  re a so n , I  have in d ic a te d  
f ro m  t im e  to t im e  the  p ro p o se d  in i t ia l  lo c a tio n  o f th e  com bat fo rc e s  f o r  
w h ic h  re q u ire m e n t s  have deve loped. H o w e v e r, a s the n u m b e r o f com bat 
fo rc e s  re q u e ste d  and re q u ire d  in c re a s e s  and the n u m b e r o f c o m b in a tio n s 
and p e rm u ta t io n s  re g a rd in g  lo c a tio n  c o rre sp o n d in g ly  in c re a s e s ,  we 
ra p id ly  a p p ro ach a p o in t w h e re  e v e ry o n e  w i l l  be c o n fu se d  and no u s e fu l 
p u rp o se  w i l l  be s e rv e d .

B ,  T h e  V ie t  Cong a re  now  m a n e u v e rin g  la rg e  fo rc e s  up to re in fo rc e d  
re g im e n t s  equipped w ith  h e a vy v/ea p ons. T h u s ,  we a re  a p p ro a c h in g  the 
k in d  o f w a rfa re  faced by the  F re n c h  in  the la t t e r  s ta g e s o f t h e ir  e f f o r t s  
h e re . I t  i s  e n t i r e ly  p o s s ib le  th a t the  N o r t h  V ie tn a m e se  can and w i l l  dep loy 
th re e  o r  m o re  d iv is io n s  in to  S o u th  V ie tn a m  b y in f i l t r a t io n .  I t  i s  h ig h ly  
l i k e ly  th a t one i s  a lre a d y  h e re .  T h e r e f o re ,  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a ry  to re a c t 
to the  in t ro d u c t io n  o f N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  fo rc e s  and to the  s h i f t  and 
ta c t ic a l p la y  o f the  V ie t  C ong. T h u s ,  ta c t ic a l d is p o s it io n s  w i l l  change and 
o n ly  the  m a jo r  b a se s w i l l  be f ix e d .  In  s h o r t ,  we w i l l  be co nd ucting  m o b ile  
w a rfa re  f ro m  f ix e d  and defended b a se s . So m e  o f th e se  b a se s w i l l  be m a jo r  
lo g is t ic s  c e n te rs  at p o r t s  and a i r f ie ld s  su c h  a s Chu L a i  and Cam  R a n h . 
O th e rs  w i l l  be ta c t ic a l b a se s su c h  a s A n  K h e  o r  P le ik u .  T h e  ta c t ic a l bases 
v / i l l  m o ve  a s n e c e s s a ry  and th a t m a y  be w ith  so m e  fre q u e n c y  a s the  b a ttle  
d e v e lo p s.

C . W it h  th e se  th o u g h ts  in  m in d , m y  re v ie w  o f the  ta c t ic a l s itu a .t io n , 
c o rp s - b y - c o rp s ,  w i l l  in d ic a te  the  p ro b a b le  d e p lo ym e n t o f re q u ire d  U S  
fo rc e s ;

(1) I  C o rp s .  T h i s  c o rp s  i s  h ig h ly  v u ln e ra b le  to the  in t ro d u c t io n  o f 
N o r t h  V ie tn a m  fo rc e s .  I t  h a s v i r t u a l ly  no r e s e rv e  and i s  b a re ly  ab le
to h o ld  the m a jo r  p o p u la tio n  c e n te rs ,  p ro v in c e  and d is t r ic t  to w n s . W e 
b e lie v e  th a t the  3 rd  M a r in e  D iv is io n ,  a ugm ented  by tw o b a tta lio n s ,  a s 
re c o m m e n d e d , can p ro v id e  adequate r e s e rv e  re a c t io n  fo rc e s  f o r  t h is  
I  C o rp s  at the  p re s e n t  le v e l o f V ie t  Cong a c t iv it y .  W it h  a f u l l  d iv is io n ,  
the  e q u iv a le n t o f one b a tta lio n  w i l l  be a v a ila b le  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t th ro u g h o u t 
the  c o rp s  in  a re a c t io n  ro le  away f ro m  the  b a se  a re a .

(2) I I  C o rp s .  T h i s  c o rp s  h a s a h o p e le s s ly  la rg e  a re a  to  c o v e r w ith  
the  m e a g e r fo rc e s  a v a ila b le . A d d it io n a lly ,  the  V ie tn a m e se  have a f ix a t io n  
on the  im p o rta n c e  o f K o n tu m  and P le ik u ,  p ro b a b ly  d e riv e d  f ro m  the  h is t o r y  
o f the  V ie t  M in h  W a r .  R e c e n t ly ,  th e  c o rp s  c o m m a n d e r h a s denuded B in h  
D in h  P ro v in c e  (vn.th n e a r ly  a m i l l io n  in h a b ita n ts )  in  o rd e r  to  re in fo rc e  
K o n tu m  w ith  tw'O m a r in e  b a tta lio n s .  T h e  V ie t  Cong c o n t ro l P h u  Y e n  
P ro v in c e  except f o r  T u y  H o a  i t s e l f  and, a s re p o rte d  e a r l ie r ,  th e  3 2 5 th
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D iv is io n  m a y  be dep loyed in  K o n tu m , P le ik u  and P h u  B o n . T h e  2 3 rd  
D iv is io n  i s  sc a tte re d  so  w id e ly  th a t i t  cannot re a c t in  s t re n g th  to V ie t  
Cong a tta c k s  a g a in s t  is o la te d  p ro v in c e  c a p ita ls  and d i s t r ic t  to w n s .  W e 
a re  g re a t ly  c o n c e rne d  th a t su c h  to w n s a s H a m  T a n  in  B in h  T u y  and G ia  
N h ia  in  Quang D ue and even P h a n  T h ie t  in  B in h  Th u a n  m a y  be a tta c ke d . 
C o rp s  c o m m a n d e rs  w ith o u t adequate r e s e r v e s  have sh o w n  c o n c lu s iv e  
ev id e nce  th a t th e y  w i l l  m o ve  t im id ly  and too la te  in  a p ie c e m e a l m a n n e r 
upon the  event o f a V ie t  Cong he a vy a tta c k . T h i s  i s  r e s u lt in g  in  the  lo s s  
o f V ie tn a m e se  b a tta lio n s  f a s t e r  tha n th e y  can be o rg a n iz e d , t ra in e d  and 
e q u ip p e d .' T h e  I I  C o rp s  r e q u ir e s  he a vy re in fo rc e m e n t s .  W e have a ske d  
f o r  an in fa n t ry  b rig a d e , an a irb o rn e  d iv is io n  and a S o u th  K o re a n  D iv is io n .  
W e w o u ld  g e n e ra lly  e m p lo y  th e se  fo rc e s  a s f o l lo w s :

(a) T h e  S o u th  K o re a n s  appear to be s e n s it iv e  to the  p o s s ib i l i t y  
o f h e a vy c a s u a lit ie s  and w o u ld  be p le a se d , we b e lie v e , to ta ke  o v e r the  
s e c u r it y  m is s io n  at the  m a jo r  lo g is t ic  b a se s o f Cam R a n h  and Q u i N h o n . 
A lth o u g h  tw o re g im e n ta l com bat tea m s a re  not re q i i re d  f o r  the d e fe nse  o f 
Q u i N h o n , th e y  can p ro f it a b ly  be u se d  th e re  to  e xte n d  the  se c u re  a re a  and 
re in fo rc e  the  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  in  th a t p o p u lo u s and im p o rta n t  p ro v in c e .
I f  o n ly  one S o u th  K o re a n  re g im e n ta l com bat team  b e co m e s a v a ila b le , we 
w o u ld  e m p lo y  i t  to re l ie v e  the  1 st  D iv is io n  B r ig a d e  at Q u i N h o n  and Cam 
R a n h .

(b) H a v in g  been re lie v e d  by the  S o u th  K o re a n s  o f the  s e c u r it y  
o f Q u i N h o n  and Cam R a n h , w e v is u a l iz e  the  e m p lo ym e n t o f the  1 s t  D iv is io n  
B r ig a d e  in  the  g e n e ra l a re a  o f H ig h w a y  19 w e s t  o f Q u i N h o n  to w a rd  A n  K h e . 
T h e  s e c u r it y  o f R o u te  19 i s  im p o rta n t  not o n ly  in  the  event o f the  d e p lo y ­
m e n t o f m a jo r  U S  fo rc e s  on the  h ig h  p la te a u , but i s  e q u a lly  e s s e n t ia l f o r  
the  su p p o rt  o f the  p o p u la tio n  in  th a t a re a  and f o r  the  d e liv e ry  o f fu e l fo r  
c u r re n t  com bat o p e ra t io n s .  T h e  fa c t i s  th a t h ig h w a y  19 m u s t  be ke p t open. 
T h e r e  i s  no fe a s ib le  w ay in to  the h ig h  plateau f ro m  n o rth  o r  so u th . I f
the  p la te a u i s  aba idoned, i t  w i l l  fo rm  the f i r s t  s ig n if ic a n t  t e r r i t o r y  o f the  
N a t io n a l F r o n t  f o r  the  L ib e ra t io n  o f S o u th  V ie tn a m  and w i l l  be re c o g n ize d  
and su p p o rte d  b y C h in a  th ro u g h  C a m b o d ia .

(c) W e b e lie v e  th a t R o u te  19 and the P le ik u - K o n t u m  a re a  
p re s e n t  a c h a lle n g e  w h ic h  m u s t  be m e t. W e do not b e lie v e  th a t the  
V ie tn a m e se  A rm e d  F o r c e s  can do the  jo b . I f  the  V ie t  Cong e le c t to f ig h t
a m a jo r  cam paign f o r  R o u te  19 w ith  N o r t h  V ie tn a m e se  o r  V ie t  Cong fo rc e s ,  
t h is  i s  a s good t e r r a in  a s a n y , and b e tte r tha n m o s t ,  on w h ic h  su c h  a 
b a ttle  sh o u ld  ta ke  p la c e . I t  i s  v a s t ly  p re fe ra b le  to the  p o pu la ted  lo w la n d s . 
T h e  p ro b le m  in  V ie tn a m  h a s a lw a y s  been one o f f in d in g , f ix in g  and f ig h t in g  
s u c c e s s f u l ly  the  e lu s iv e  V ie t  C ong. I f  R o u te  19 b e co m e s a m a g n e t, i t

X O i^ -SEC TC E^
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te n d s to so lv e  s e v e ra l of th e se  p ro b le m s .  W ith  the m o b i l i t y ,  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
and f ire p o w e r  o f the a i r  a s s a u lt  d iv is io n  su p p o rte d  by ta c t ic a l a i r ,  we 
b e lie v e  the b a ttle  o f the ro a d  w ' i l l  be w on and tha t the ro a d  can be use d  by 
the d iv is io n .  T h e  d iv is io n  can be su p p o rte d  o v e r the ro a d  f o r  the b u lk  
o f i t s  re q u ire m e n t s ;  and can be backed up as n e c e s s a ry  b y a  C130 Sq u a d ro n  
on a c o n tin g e n c y  b a s is ,  augm ented b y C -1 2 3  and C a rib o u , as w e ll  a s 
C h in o o k  h e lic o p te rs ,  w h ic h  a re  o rg a n ic  to the d iv is io n .  T h e  a i r  a s s a u lt  
d iv is io n  c o n su m e s f u e l,  a m m u n it io n , fo o d , and m is c e lla n e o u s  s u p p lie s  at 
a ra te  w h ic h  v a r ie s  f ro m  600  to n s  at the m a x im u m  to 100 to n s o r le s s  at 
the m in im u m . W he n a l l  a ir c r a f t  a re  f ly in g  at the m a x im u m  ra te  and 
a m m u n it io n  e x p e n d itu re s  a re  the h ig h e s t  co nc e iva b le  in  t h is  k in d  o f w a r ,  
the  d iv is io n  m ig h t  h it  the 60 0  to n  re q u ire m e n t .  I f  on the o th e r hand, i t  
i s  n e c e s s a ry  to p u l l  in  the b e lt - -d e f in e  the h a rd  b a s e s ,  c u r t a i l  both f ly in g  
and s h o o t in g - - th e n  the c o n su m p tio n  c o m e s down d ra m a t ic a lly .  In  s h o r t ,  
the d iv is io n  can s u b s i s t  e a s i ly  on a ir  re s u p p ly  w h ile  r e la t iv e ly  in a c t iv e  and 
y e t defend i t s e l f .

We w o u ld  have a c o rp s  fo rc e  w ith  one U S  and one So u th  K o re a n  D iv is io n  
o p e ra tin g  in  the n o r th e rn  h a lf  o f the I I  C o rp s .  T h i s  w o u ld  p e rm it  the 
re g ro u p in g  o f the 22nd and 2 3 rd  d iv is io n s  so  th a t m o re  a m p le  coverage 
cou ld  be p ro v id e d  in  the so u th  and w o u ld  p ro v id e  the k in d  o f re a c t io n  
fo rc e  re q u ire d  to m e e t and defeat m a jo r  V ie t  Cong a tta c k s . T h e  fo re g o in g  
d e p lo ym e n t re la t e s  to the s it u a t io n  as we kn o w  i t  nov/. I f  th a t s it u a t io n  
changes o r  a d d it io n a l fo rc e s  a re  in tro d u c e d  by the N o r t h  V ie tn a m e se , th e se  

f o r c e s  w i l l  be s h if te d  c o r re s p o n d in g ly ,

(3) I I I  C o rp s .  T h i s  C o rp s  i s  e x t re m e ly  w e a k on i t s  n o r th e rn  and 
e a s te rn  f la n k s  and ha s inadequate r e s e r v e s  to re a c t to he a vy V ie t  Cong 
a tta c k s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  iso la te d  a re a s .  T h e  V ie t  Cong a tta c ks in  Phuo c 
Lo n g  P ro v in c e  on 10 and 12 June  i l lu s t r a t e d  the d ire  c o nse q uence s o f a 
p ie c e m e a l c o m m itm e n t o f s m a l l  b a tta lio n s  a g a in st a V ie t  Cong re g im e n t  
in  an in te llig e n c e  v a c u u m . T h e re  a re  no p ro sp e c ts  o f a d d it io n a l So u th  
V ie tn a m e se  fo rc e s  in  the n e a r f u t u re .  T h u s ,  we fo re se e  the e v e n tu a l 
re q u ire m e n t  f o r  a f u l l  U S  D iv is io n  n o rth e a s t  o f Sa ig o n  to m e e t the V ie t  
Cong th re a t  as i t  i s  now c o n s t itu te d . In  the m e a n w h ile  we w is h  to re ta in  
the 1 7 3 rd  A irb o rn e  B r ig a d e  a fte r the a r r iv a l  o f the B r ig a d e  of the 101st 
A irb o rn e  D iv i s io n .  I f  f o r  so m e  re a so n  the A irm o b ile  D iv is io n  i s  not 
d e p lo ye d , we w o u ld  s ta t io n  one of the a irb o rn e  b rig a d e s  at P le ik u .

(4) IV  C o rp s .  A t  the m o m e n t, t h is  C o rp s  i s  sta n d in g  on i t s  own 
tw o fe e t . T h e  t e r r a in  in  the IV  C o rp s  le n d s  i t s e l f  to  the f u l l  u se  o f a i r  
m o b i l i t y  and the absence o f c o v e r com pounds the d if f ic u lt y  o f the V ie t  
C o ng . T h e  u n it s  o f the 7 th  and 2 1 st  D iv is io n s  have a tta ine d  a h ig h  sta te
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o f m o ra le  and c e rta in  u n it s  have a ch ieved an o u tsta n d in g  re c o rd  a g a in st  f
the V ie t  C ong. We c o n s id e r th a t, a lth o ug h  the m a rg in  i s  fa v o ra b le , i t  i s  ;
c e r t a in ly  t h in .  W h e th e r o r  not U S  fo rc e s  w i l l  be re q u ire d  in  t h is  a re a  ^
cannot now be fo re c a s t .

6 .  T h e  V ie t  Cong a re  d e s t ro y in g  b a tta lio n s  f a s t e r  tha n th e y  can be 
re c o n s t itu te d  and f a s t e r  th a n  th e y  v/e re  p lanned to  be o rg a n ize d  u n d e r 
the b u ild u p  p ro g ra m . T h e  V ie tn a m e se  A rm e d  F o rc e s  C o m m a n d e rs  do 
no t b e lie v e  th a t th e y  can s u r v iv e  w ith o u t the a c tiv e  c o m m itm e n t o f U S  
g ro u n d  corhbat f o r c e s .  T h e  o n ly  p o s s ib le  U S  re sp o n se  i s  the a g g re s s iv e  
e m p lo y m e n t o f U S  t ro o p s  to g e th e r w ith  V ie tn a m e se  g e n e ra l re s e rv e  fo rc e s  
to  re a c t a g a in s t  s t ro n g  V ie t  C o n g / N o rth  V ie tn a m e se  a tta c k s . T o  m e e t 
t h is  c h a lle n g e  s u c c e s s f u l ly ,  t ro o p s  m u s t  be m a n e u v e re d  f r e e ly ,  dep loyed 
and re d e p lo y e d  i f  n e c e s s a ry ,  and the c h a lle n g e  o f H ig h w a y  19 and the h ig h  
p la te a u  m u s t  be m e t.

ye-p -S E C R E -^
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OUTGOING TELEGRAM D e p a iln a e n t o f S ta te

M F G .  1 1 - 6 4

INDICATE: □  C O L L E C T  

□  C H A R G E  T O

Jsn!5 9 idW'^5'
ACTION: Amembassy LONDON 7915 IM^iEDIATE 

NODJS

EYES ONLY FOR AIvffiASSADOR FROM SECRETARY

Request you urgently seek out Menzies and Wilson, preferably in 

tliat order, to inform them of follov/ing:

1. We have located key Viet Cong base area 40 - 50 m iles nortliv/est 

of Saigon, about 2 1/2 m iles by one m.ile, located in jungle and believed on 

basis reliable intelligence to contain headquarters plus one confirmed 

battalion, two other probable battalions, and one additional possible
*

battalion. Location and units based on reliable intelligence and further
I

/

confirmed by repeated ambushes immediately adjacent to area in past
f

» month, tra il networks leading into target area, etc.

2. Area is densely covered and located in area in which there are

no known populated locations within tlie area .itse lf and only a very few

/
scattered individual huts for several m iles outside.

3. Dispersed nature of observed and suspected targets throughout 
precludes

area psssncss well-defined aim iag points essential for effective use 

tactical air.

D r s ft» d  b y ?  . ! T e l e g r a p h ic  t r a n s m is i i o n  a n d

___FEi_JZZ2Bundy/bmmi_6/I5____  cia»,nca„on Secretary
C t » « r a n c a s :

. DECLASSIFIED- 
Authority J  ______

NAJnIA, Qatj  . —J E S P - S S G S S X —_ _

s °T'^DS-322 •

S / S  - M r .  M e rr ia m
REPRODUCTION FROM. THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSiFiEO"
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Page_( i___of telegram tn Londori;

R I J S "! \ ■

commitment already over-strained tactical a ir pov/er v/ithin S W  and even then !

would be largely ineffective. i

4. Accordingly, we have decided tliat only effective method of hitting this |

vital m ilitary objective is through use B-52 aircraft deployed from Guam. A ircraft ^
beacons |

would be guided,to target by two 2f5i'3I'3x55u3vand 3SfiXX would lay down pattern of

bombs witli anticipated target error, based on long SAC experience and practice, j

of 700 - 1000 feet. . '

5. Operation now planned for daylight Friday morning Saigon time 

(Thursday evening Washington and London time).

6 . Oper^.tion would n ecessarily  be announced along lines above and would
/

be followed up by ARVN gromid action. Operation fully coordinated with GVN.

6 . (If asked). V/e have no plans to conduct fccriher operations of this t̂ .̂ pe 
i^C>CXX3CCKIKXXXICKj<XX2DQCXXX against or near populated areas.

Operations by B-52, a ircraft are not now contemplated in DRV.
/

FYI: P lease report reactions urgently as final execute order must go 

out 'vVednesday night here. End FYI.

SSX X  You may wish to use same call to ca rry  out septel instructions 

re  Informing Wilson of summary diplomatic actions.

GP-3/
END
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OCI No. 1775/65

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Office of Current Intelligence  

15 June 1965

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

Coimnunist Bloc Reaction to US Statements on the 
Use of US Ground Forces in  Combat in  South Vietnam

North Vietnamese Reaction

1. In i t ia l  Communist bloc reaction to US state­
ments la st week on the use of US ground forces in  
combat in  South Vietnam has taken a line  aimed at 
convincing US policymakers that bloc support fo r the |
insurgents in  South Vietnam might soon increase. How- !
ever, a l l bloc capitals have been careful to avoid |
spelling out the nature of th is  support. On 9 June, f
Hanoi broadcast a Liberation Front statement issued |
the same day which condemned US actions and threatened }
*’to ca ll fo r volunteers from the armies of North V iet- |
nara and of friend ly  countries, when necessary.” The i
Front had e a rlie r threatened to ca ll fo r volunteers, [
but th is  was the f i r s t  specific reference to volunteers [
from "armies." Chinese reaction appeared designed to J
convey the impression that Peiping is  moving closer f

’to more direct involvement in  Vietnam without actually 
increasing i t s  present conditional commitment to send 
men *’i f  needed." Soviet reaction, confined prim arily  
to Pravda e d ito ria l commentaries thus fa r, scores 
the US fo r taking another "dangerous step ," but pro­
vides no fu rthe r elaboration on Moscow’s policy.

2. On 9 June the Liberation Front issued a 
statement condemning US announcements that US troops 
could be made available fo r combat in  Vietnam, The 
Front statement threatened to "ca ll fo r volunteers I
from the armies of*North Vietnam and of friend ly  *
countries, when necessary." Hanoi Radio broadcast

D EC LA SSm S i) ?

Authority !
■SEGRET • NABS, D a te „ i^ ‘^ 2 y  j
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the statement the same day. The DRV party daily 
Nhan Phan on 10 June called the US move a "new 
and brazen step to in te n sify  the war" and at the 
same time attempted to play down the effectiveness 
of US forces in  Sotrth Vietnam. On 12 June, Hanoi 
Radio added the assertion that "now more than ever 
before" a ca ll fo r "foreign volunteers" has a ll 
the necessary conditions to be materialized. The 
only new element in  the Liberation F ro n t's  state­
ment of 9 June was the threat to ca ll in  volunteers 
from frie nd ly  armies. In i t s  22 March statement, 
the Front threatened to ca ll fo r "volunteers" but |
did not specify a particular category. Both the |
Front and Hanoi have subsequently boasted that \
the "Liberation Forces" are ready to meet US j
troops and to defeat them. The more troops the |
US commits, asserted the Front recently, the larger ;
US defeats w il l  be. _ !f

I
Communist Chinese Reaction I

3. The Chinese response to the 8 June an­
nouncement that US troops could be made available 
fo r combat in  Vietnam appears designed to give 
the impression that Peiping is  moving closer to 
more direct involvement in  Vietnam without actually 
increasing i t s  present conditional commitment to 
send men " i f  needed," Peiping's in i t ia l  response 
came in  an NCNA broadcast on 9 June which asserted 
that a fte r a series of defeats and having lo st 
confidence in  the South Vietnamese troops, the
US "had to run the r is k "  of openly taking part in  
land operations in  South Vietnam,

4. A more authoritative response came in  an 
"Observer" a rtic le  on 11 June in  People's D a ily , 
which asserted that the US action was '’fraught "with 
extremely grave consequences" and warned that the 
US was quickening i t s  steps toward a Korean-type 
war. Observer declared that the action gave China 
a "greater r ig h t to back up the Vietnamese people" 
and warned that "a l l friend ly  countries" now have
a greater rig h t to dispatch volunteers at any time, 
"as the Liberation Front req u ires."

North Korea

5. North Korea's party daily has voiced f u l l  
support fo r the Liberation Front statement and noted

_ 2 »

f
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that * 'if the US government has the rig h t to order 
i t s  troops to take part in  the figh ting  in  South 
Vietnam, i t  has the rig h t to  ask fo r North Vietnamese 
troops and volunteers from brother countries to come 
to  South Vietnam and fig h t US aggression.” Although 
Pyongyang attempted to convey a sense or urgency in  
i t s  statement, the North Koreans carefully avoided 
extending th e ir  commitment beyond the previously 
announced intention to respond with aid and volunteers 
’’when requested.

USSR

-6, Soviet commentary thus fa r has been rela~ 
t iv e ly  sparse and confined to Pravda e d ito ria l com­
mentary. There has been no authoritative commentary 
on the 9 June Liberation Front statement. Moscow 
TASS reported the statement, including the rig h t 
of the Front to ca ll fo r ’’volunteers*’ from friend ly  
countries, but omitted the words ’’from armies.” An
11 June Pravda e d ito ria l reiterated the standard 
Soviet pledge to render the necessary assistance to 
defend North Vietnam. Pravda decried alleged US 
plans to use troops ”in  offensive a c tiv itie s  on a 
wide scale,” and warned of the danger of an enlarged 
war. Soviet press commentators have attempted to  
paint a picture of widespread consternation and 
dissension in  the US against the Administration's 
policy toward Vietnam.

Eastern Europe

7. In i t ia l  reaction has been reflected in  
Po lish , Czech, and East German commentary. Both 
Poland and Czechoslovakia mention the wealth of 
manpower available to the Viet Cong from Hanoi 
and the so c ia lis t countries should i t  be needed 
or requested. Po lish commentary c ites the inherent 
r is k  in  the US action and concludes that i t  marks 
a decisive stage in  the c o n flic t, i . e . ,  the beginning 
of the end fo r US influence in  Southeast Asia.

- 3 -
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IMCOMii'JG TELEGRAM Departm ent o f  State

46 XO^iFfBEKTIAt:
: A c t i o n  M N N N V V  M J A 3 6 9 J I A 9 8 6  ’ .  ‘ .. a  .

; p ?  r u e h c r  ■ "  ,

i F E  R U M J I H  8 1 9 A  1 5 / 1 0 0 5 Z  ■ ' - v - .

P R  1 5  0 9 5  9 Z  z h : a - ' ^ -----------------n  ' l  >: I
I n f o  F>. i  A T ' I E M 3 a S S Y ( ^ S A J G 0 J U ^  ------------------- ' f l ' ’9  ' »’

I T O  R U E H C H / S S C B T A T E  V A S H D C  P R I O R  I T V ( 4 2 ^  . U . J ^ O . O A A  > ^

i SS INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 2457 ■. 7""''^  JllM IS M] 6 23 ^
! G STATE GRNO ' > ' , JUN 1̂  M  O
I S P  b t  -  ■  ̂ ;  '• -  . •

I S A H   ̂ I  J U N E  1 5 .  . : [

' L  p ^ s s  U S I A  A N D  D O D  ' '  ' /  I

! H  ■ ■ .  . ;

I E U R  W I T H  A M E R I C A N  T R O O P  I N V O L V E M E N T  C O ' ^  B a T  S U P P O R T  I N C R E A S I N G L Y

p  P O S S I B L E ,  B E L I E V E  H I G H L Y  D E S I R A a ^ E  U N D E R T A K E  L O N G - D E L A Y E D

j b a c k g r o u n d e r  o n  C O M M A N D  R E L A T I O N S H I P  I N  N E X T  F E W  D A Y S .  ;

; A U S T R A L I A N  B A T T A L I O N  A R R I V A L  C O N S T I T U T E S  A D D I T I O N A L  F A C T O R

I c r e a t i n g  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  I N T E R E S T  T H I S  S U B J E C T .  P R O P O S E  U N D E R -

N S A  t a k e  s u c h  D I S C U S S I O N  I N  C O U R S E  B A C K G R O U N D E R  T H U R S D A Y  E V E N I N G

N I C  b y  g e n e r a l  W E S T M O R E L A N D  W I T H  S E L E C T E D  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  O N  G E N E R A L  

M I L I T A R Y  S I T U A T I O N .  G E N E R A L  W E S T M O R E L A N D  W O U L D  B E  P R E P A R E D

: D I S C U S S  C O M M A N D  R E L A T I O N S H I P  I N  G E N E R A L  T E R M S  A S  W E L L

i R S R
I !

P A G E  2  R U M J I R  8 1 9 a - C  0  N ~ F  4 -  D  £ N  T

A S  l a y - a t - R E S T  Q U E S T I O N  A M E R I C A N  C O M B A T  U N I T S  S E R V I N G  

U N D E R  V I E T N A M E S E  C O M M A N D  W H I C H  C O U L D  C R E A T E  D I F F I C U L T I E S  

I N  U . S .  P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  A N D  W H I C H  I S  D R A W I N G  I N C R E A S E D  I N T E R E S T  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  h e r e .  H E  W O U L D  A L S O  I N C L U D E  G E N E R A L  D I S C U S S I O N  

C O N T E M P L A T E D  D E V E L O P M E N T  M A C V  O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  S T R U C T U R E .  T H I S  
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REF: CINCPAC’ S 1277, DTG 12G242Z TO MACV

during th e  call on GENERALS THIEU AND KY REPORTED IN EMBTEL 
4221 I RECEIVED GOVER̂ n■]Ê rr AL CONCURRENCE FOR THE INTRODUCTION 
OF AN ADDITIONAL F4B SQUADRON IN THE DANANG AREA. AT THE SAME 
TIME, T  VERIFIED THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF QUAT’ S AGREÊ ÊNT TO 
THE INTRODUCTION OF A U.S. BIRGADE INTO THE QUI NHON AREA 
(EMBTEL 3799) /.

ALSO, i  MENTIONED THE PAST PROCEDURE FOR RECEIVING 
PRIME MINISTERIAL CONCURRENCE IN ROLLING THUNDER OPERATIONS* 
•IT IS UNDER̂ rOOD THAT HENCEFORTH I WILL TAKE UP THIS MATTER 
WITH GENERAL KY IN HIS'NEW ROLE AS PRIME MINISTER.
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N E W S  C O N F E R E N C E  

O F

S E C R E T A R Y  O F  D E F E N S E  

R O B E R T  S ,  M c N A M A R A

W E D N E S D A Y ,  J U N E  1 6 , 1965  

2 :3 0  P . M .  ( E D T )

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : Good a fte rn o o n , la d ie s  and g e n tle m e n .

I  have tw o a n n o u n c e m e n ts I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  m a ke  to d a y, a nd  th e n  I  w i l l  
be v e r y  happy to  ta ke  y o u r  q u e s t io n s .

F i r s t ,  I  have toda y a u th o r iz e d  the A r m y  to  o rg a n ize  a new  d iv is io n ,  
the  A i r  M o b ile  D iv is io n .  T h i s  new  d iv is io n  w i l l  be o rg a n ize d  and made com bat 
re a d y  a s  e x p e d it io u s ly  a s  p o s s ib le  a t F o r t  B e n n in g , G e o rg ia . I t s  in t ro d u c t io n  
w i l l  g re a t ly  in c re a s e  o u r  c a p a b ility  to m e e t a l l  k in d s  of t h re a t s .  I t  p la c e s the 
A r m y  on the  t h re s h o ld  o f an e n t i r e ly  new  a p p ro ach to the conduct o f la n d  w a r ­
fa re .

I  have a ls o  a sk e d  the C h ie f o f S ta f f  o f the  A r m y  to  re p o r t  to  the J o in t  
C h ie fs  and to  m e b e fo re  the f i r s t  o f n e x t y e a r on p o s s ib le  c o n v e rs io n  o f o th e r 
u n it s  o f the  A r m y  to the new  typ e  o f s t ru c t u re .

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f t h i s  new  d iv is io n  w a s begun o v e r th re e  y e a rs  ago.
I t  i s  a r e s u l t  o f 36  m o n th s  o f s tu d y , e x p e r im e n t ,  t e s t ,  and e v a lu a tio n  b y both 
the  A r m y  and the A i r  F o rc e .  T h e  concept w a s in i t ia l l y  e s ta b lis h e d  b y the H o w ze  
B o a rd  w h ic h , a s  yo u  kn o w , w a s c h a ire d  b y G e n e ra l H o w ze  o f the A r m y .  I t  h a s 
been su b se q u e n t ly  e va lua te d  b y the  J o in t  C h ie fs  o f S ta f f .  T h e y  have te ste d  i t ,  
u s in g  the e x p e r im e n ta l 11th A i r  A s s a u lt  D iv is io n .  T h i s  d iv is io n  w i l l  have a 
s t re n g th  o f about 16, 0 0 0  m e n . T h a t  i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  equa l to  the s t re n g th  o f an 
in f a n t r y  d iv is io n ,  b ut i t  w i l l  have fo u r  t im e s  the n u m b e r of a ir c r a f t  a s s ig n e d  
to an in f a n t r y  d iv is io n .

(M O R E )
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A s a  r e s u l t ,  about o n e - t h ird  o f i t s  com bat e le m e n ts  can be m oved in to  
com bat b y i t s  ow n a ir c r a f t ;  the  o th e r t w o - t h ird s  w i l l  m ove s im u lta n e o u s ly  
e ith e r  in  a i r  t ra n s p o r t  a i r c r a f t  o r  b y s h u t t l in g  o f the d iv i s io n 's  own a ir c r a f t .

One o f the  d iv i s io n 's  b r ig a d e s  w i l l  be capable o f a irb o rn e  o p e ra t io n .
T h i s  new  type o f d iv is io n  w i l l  m a ke  i t s  g re a te s t  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  im p ro v in g  
com bat re a d in e s s  in  o p e ra t io n s  w h e re  t e r r a in  o b sta c le s  co u ld  g ive  e n e m y 
g u e r r i l la  o r  l ig h t  in fa n t ry  fo rc e s  an advantage o v e r o u r  sta n d a rd  com bat 
fo rm a t io n s .

T h e  ta c t ic s ,  the  te c h n iq u e s , the p ro c e d u re s  th a t w i l l  be e m p lo ye d  by 
t h is  new  d iv is io n  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  a m a rk e d ly  d if fe re n t  a p p ro a c h to the s o lu t io n  
o f ta c t ic a l p ro b le m s .  T h e  u se  o f a i r c r a f t  to  b r in g  com bat p e rs o n n e l d ire c t ly  
to the  b a t t le f ie ld ,  to  re m o v e  th e m  f ro m  the b a tt le f ie ld ,  p ro v id e s  a c a p a b ility  
w h ic h  n e ith e r  we n o r  a n y  o th e r a rm y  in  the w o r ld  p o s s e s s  toda y.

Now  I  sh o u ld  l ik e  to b r in g  yo u  up to date upon o u r la t e s t  e s t im a te s  o f 
the s t re n g th  o f the V ie t  Cong fo rc e s  in  S o u th  V ie tn a m , and upon the  s t re n g th  
o f the U .  S .  com bat fo rc e s  dep loyed to th a t c o u n try  to  a s s i s t  the V ie tn a m e se  
g o v e rn m e n t in  c o m b a tin g  the in s u rg e n c y .

A c c o rd in g  to  the  la t e s t  in te ll ig e n c e  in fo rm a t io n  a v a ila b le  to u s ,  the 
n u m b e r o f h a rd  c o re , th a t i s  the  n u m b e r o f f u l l  t im e  V ie t  Cong C o m m u n is t s ,  
re g u la r  com bat and c o m b a t-su p p o rt  fo rc e s  in  S o u th  V ie tn a m  t o ta ls  a p p ro x ­
im a te ly  6 5 , 0 0 0  m e n . In  a d d it io n  to th a t, th e re  a re  betw een 80 and 100 
th o u sa n d  p a r t - t im e  o r  i r r e g u la r  g u e r r i l la s .  T h e  re g u la r  and i r r e g u la r  g u e r­
r i l l a  fo rc e s  th e re fo re  to ta l about 1 6 5 ,0 0 0 .  In  a d d it io n , th e re  a re  a p p ro x im a te ly  
3 0 , 0 0 0  V ie t  Cong s e rv in g  in  p o lit ic a l and propaganda a c t iv it ie s  in  S o u th  V ie t ­
n a m . A s  I  have re p o rte d  p re v io u s ly ,  betw een I9 6 0  and the end o f 1 9 6 4 , i n f i l ­
t ra t io n  o f com bat p e rs o n n e l in to  S o u th  V ie tn a m  to ta le d  a p p ro x im a te ly  3 9 , 000 
m e n , a l l  o f th e se  f ro m  N o rth  V ie tn a m . I t  i s  p ro b a b le  th a t the a c tu a l f ig u re ,  
exceeded th a t n u m b e r, b ut 39» 0 0 0  re p re s e n t s  the  n u m b e r o f c o n f irm e d  
in f i l t r e e s .  In  1964  a lo n e , f o r  e xa m p le , we b e lie v e  th a t about 1 0 ,0 0 0  m e n w e re  
b ro u g h t f ro m  N o rth  V ie tn a m  to  f ig h t  in  S o u th  V ie tn a m .

In  a d d it io n , a s  yo u  kn o w , th e re  i s  a t le a s t  one re g u la r  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  
A r m y  b a tta lio n  in  So u th  V ie tn a m , the se co nd  b a tta lio n  of the 3 2 5 th  N o rth  
V ie tn a m e se  D iv is io n .  T h a t  b a tta lio n  h a s  been lo ca te d  in  the c e n t ra l h ig h la n d  
re g io n ,  in  the  p la te a u  a re a  a ro u n d  P le ik u  and K o n  T u m  f o r  so m e  t im e . W e 
have re c e n t in d ic a t io n s  th a t a s  m a n y  a s  8 a d d it io n a l N o rth  V ie tn a m e se  re g u la r  
a rm y  b a tta lio n s  a re  a ls o  in  th a t h ig h la n d  a re a .

M o re o v e r ,  the V ie t  Cong fo rc e s  have re c e n t ly  been re -e q u ip p e d  th ro u g h  
the in f i l t r a t io n  o f new  w e a p o n s, m o d e rn  w eapons f ro m  N o r t h  V ie tn a m . T h e

(M O R E )
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n e t s itu a t io n  a t p re s e n t  i s  th a t the ra t io  o f g u e r r i l la  to  a n t i - g u e r r i l la  fo rc e s  
i s  u n fa v o ra b le  to  the  G o v e rn m e n t o f S o u th  V ie tn a m .

U n fa v o ra b le  ta k in g  in to  account the h it - a n d - r u n  c h a ra c t e r is t ic s  of 
g u e r r i l la  w a r ,  u n fa v o ra b le  ta k in g  in to  account the fa c t th a t the m is s io n  of 
the  V ie t  Cong f o rc e s ,  the  g u e r r i l la  f o rc e s ,  i s  to  k i l l  and t e r r o r i z e  the p eo p le , 
w h e re a s the m is s io n  o f the G o v e rn m e n t fo rc e s  i s  to  p ro te c t the popu lace.

I t  i s  w o rth  n o t in g , I  t h in k ,  th a t in  a d d it io n  to la rg e  sc a le  a c t iv it ie s  
w h ic h  have been re p o rte d  in  the n e w s re c e n t ly ,  the a tta c k s  b y the V ie t  Cong 

fo rc e s  on the  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  fo rc e s ,  a s a lw a y s ,  in  a d d it io n  to th a t, th e re  
h a s been a d e lib e ra te  p ro g ra m  o f t e r r o r  and h a r ra s s m e n t ,  a c t io n s  to  k i l l ,  
m a im , c a p tu re  h u n d re d s o f S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  c it iz e n s  e v e ry  w e e k.

T o d a y 's  t e r r o r i s t  b o m b in g , f o r  e x a m p le , o f the  c o m m e rc ia l a i r p o r t  
a t S a ig o n  i s  i l lu s t r a t iv e  o f th e se  ta c t ic s .  T h e  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  re g u la r  
and p a r a - m i l i t a r y  fo rc e s  fa c in g  the V ie t  Cong to ta l so m e th in g  in  e x c e s s  of 
5 0 0 ,0 0 0  m e n . T h e y  a re  fa c in g , a s I  m e n tio n e d , about 1 6 5 ,0 0 0  g u e r r i l la s ,  
a ra t io  o f so m e th in g  on the o rd e r  o f fo u r  to  one.

T h a t  i s  c o n s id e ra b ly  le s s  tha n i s  re c o g n ize d  a s  re q u ire d  to e ffe c t iv e ly  
d e a l w ith  g u e r r i l la s .  W e have m ade e f f o r t s  to  im p ro v e  th e se  r a t io s .  A b o u t 
1 0 0 , 00 0  m e n  a re  c u r r e n t ly  b e ing  added to the So u th  V ie tn a m e se  fo rc e s .  A s  
yo u  k n o w , th ro u g h  the a s s is ta n c e  o f U .  S .  f o r c e s , / in c re a s e d  the m o b il it y  

a n d  f ire p o w e r  and the  c lo se  a i r  su p p o rt  o f the  S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  m a k in g  each 
o f t h e ir  s o ld ie r s  m o re  e ffe c t iv e  a s  a r e s u l t .  B u t  t h is  h a s no t been enough.

T h e r e f o r e ,  we a re  se e k in g  to  c o r re c t  the u n fa v o ra b le  m a n p o w e r ba lance 
b y  the  a d d it io n  o f com bat fo rc e s  f ro m  o th e r n a t io n s  - -  A u s t r a l ia ,  U n ite d  
S t a t e s ,  and K o re a .

T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h a s dep lo ye d  n in e  b a tta lio n s  o f com bat t ro o p s  to S o u th  
V ie tn a m , T h e s e  b a tta lio n s  c o n s is t  o f a p p ro x im a te ly  13, 00 0  m e n  out o f the 
to ta l o f about 5 3 , 0 0 0  U .  S .  m i l i t a r y  p e rs o n n e l now  a s s ig n e d  to  th a t c o u n try .
In  a d d it io n , s i x  new  com bat b a t ta lio n s ,  p lu s  a d d it io n a l lo g is t ic  and com bat 
su p p o rt ,  a re  now  m o v in g  to  S o u th  V ie tn a m  f ro m  t h is  c o u n try . T h e y  w i l l  be 
in  p lace in  a fe w  w e e k s . T h e i r  d e p lo y m e n ts  w i l l  b r in g  the to ta l n u m b e r of 
com bat b a tta lio n s  to a p p ro x im a te ly  15 f ro m  the U n ite d  S ta te s .

T h e  to ta l U .  S ,  m i l i t a r y  s t re n g th  in  So u th  V ie tn a m  w i l l  th e n  a p p ro x im a te  
7 0 , 000  to  7 5 , 0 0 0 , o f w h ic h  n u m b e r about 2 0 , 0 0 0  w i l l  be g ro u n d  com bat p e rs o n ­
n e l.

I  w i l l  be v e ry  happy to  ta ke  y o u r  q u e s t io n s .

(M O R E )
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Q U E S T IO N :  M r .  S e c re t a ry ,  w i l l  th e se  be A r m y  t ro o p s ? W i l l  th e y  be 
com ing f ro m  the U n ite d  S ta te s?  W h a t w i l l  t h e ir  m is s io n  be? J

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : T h e  q u e s t io n  i s  w i l l  the com bat b a tta lio n s  
m o v in g  in to  S o u th  V ie tn a m  be A r m y  t ro o p s .  T h e y  w i l l  be A r m y  and M a r in e  
tro o p s and I  a m  n o t a t l ib e r t y  to  t e l l  yo u  the u n it s  f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  w i l l  com e.

Q U E S T IO N :  D o  yo u  fo re s e e  a b u ild -u p  beyond the  7 0 , 0 0 0  to 7 5 , 000  
m a n le v e l?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : T h e  S e c re t a ry  o f S ta te  and I  and the P r e s ­
id e n t have re p e a te d ly  sa id  th a t we w i l l  do w h a te v e r i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  a c h ie ve  
o u r  o b je c t iv e  in  S o u th  V ie tn a m , and we w o n 't  do m o re  tha n i s  n e c e s s a ry .  I  
can o n ly  g iv e  th a t a n s w e r to  y o u r q u e st io n .

Q U E S T IO N :  Can yo u  s p e ll  out the  m is s io n  o f a l l  o f the  people in  V ie t ­
na m  yo u  now c la s s i f y  a s  g ro u n d  com bat p e rs o n n e l?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : T h e  m is s io n  of o u r  t ro o p s  i s  to  p ro te c t 
the  b a se s  on w h ic h  we have v e ry  h e a vy c o n c e n tra t io n s  o f a i r c r a f t ,  h e l i ­
c o p te rs , and U .  S .  p e rs o n n e l and s u p p lie s .  In  a d d it io n , i f  the V ie tn a m e se  
m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d e rs  re q u e s t  the a s s is ta n c e  o f U .  S .  t ro o p s ,  U .  S .  com bat 
t ro o p s ,  b eca use  the V ie tn a m e se  la c k  the n e c e s s a ry  r e s e r v e s  to  e ffe c t iv e ly  

c o u n te r V ie t  Cong a tta c k s . G e n e ra l W e s tm o re la n d  h a s  a u th o r it y  to  se n d  o u r 
com bat t ro o p s  to the  a s s is ta n c e  and su p p o rt  o f the V ie tn a m e se .

I  t h in k  y o u  can r e a l iz e  th a t i f  he d id n 't  have th a t a u t h o r it y ,  a s itu a t io n  
c o u ld  a r i s e  in  w h ic h  v e ry  h e a vy  lo s s  o f l i f e  c o u ld  o c c u r and in  w h ic h  g re a t 
advantage c o u ld  be w on b y the V ie t  Cong fo rc e s .

Q U E S T IO N :  M r .  S e c re ta ry ,  do yo u  have a n y th in g  f u r t h e r  f o r  u s  on the 
e ffe c t iv e n e s s  o f the U .  S .  b o m b in g  ra id s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : A  q u e s t io n  f re q u e n t ly  a r i s e s  a s  to  how 
e ffe c t iv e  a re  the  U .  S .  b o m b in g  r a id s .  L e t  m e re p e a t a g a in  to  yo u  the 

o b je c tiv e  o f th e se  r a id s .

O u r o b je c tiv e  i s  to  e ffe c t and re d u c e  the c a p a b ility  o f the N o r th  V ie t ­
n a m e se  to  in f i l t r a t e  m e n  and e q u ip m e n t f ro m  N o rth  V ie tn a m  in to  S o u th  V ie t ­

na m , p a r t ic u la r ly  to  re d u c e  t h e ir  a b i l i t y  to  in f i l t r a t e  in to  L a o s  and th ro u g h  
the ro a d s  o f L a o s  in to  S o u th  V ie tn a m . I  t h in k  you  a re  f a m i l ia r  w ith  the ro u te s  
th e y  have been u s in g .  T h e y  com e f ro m  N o rt h  V ie tn a m  a c ro s s  in to  the P la in e s  
d e s J a r r e s  a re a  so u th  th ro u g h  L a o s ,  back in to  S o u th  V ie tn a m , o r  th e y  come 
f ro m  the  s o u th e rn  t a i l  o f N o r t h  V ie tn a m  in to  L a o s  and th e n  in to  So u th  V ie tn a m .
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In to  t h i s  a re a  in  the  so u th e rn  p o rt io n  o f S o u th  V ie tn a m  th e re  a re  about 
23  b r id g e s  on the m a in  r a i l  and h ig h w a y  l in e s .  W e have d e stro y e d  o r  made 
im p a ssa b le  22 o f th o se  b r id g e s .  Y o u  have se e n  so m e  o f the p ic t u re s ,  I  t h in k ,  
p re v io u s ly .  I  w i l l  j u s t  re v ie w  so m e  o f th e m  f o r  yo u  b r ie f ly .  I  t h in k  yo u  w i l l  
see  so m e  change s in c e  yo u  la s t  n o tic e d  th e m .

H e re  i s  a b r id g e  a t P hu o ng  Can, in  t h i s  a re a . Y o u  can see the span 
w a s d rop p ed a s  a r e s u l t  o f o u r b o m b ing  a tta c k . T h e  b rid g e  w a s d e stro y e d , 
in  e ffe c t. S in c e  th a t w a s a c c o m p lish e d , the N o rth  V ie tn a m e se , because t h is  
i s  a p r im a r y  ro a d  su p p o rt in g  t h e ir  in f i l t r a t io n  ro u te s ,  have c o n stru c te d  a 
te m p o ra ry  b rid g e  a c r o s s  th a t d ropped sp a n. I t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a ry  to  ta ke  th a t 
o ut a g a in . W e have done so  in  s e v e ra l o f the  o th e r a re a s  w h e re  th e y  have acted 
to  re p la c e  the b o m b in g  dam age.

H e re  i s  a n o th e r b rid g e  at D ong H o i in  the so u th e rn  p o rt io n  o f S o u th  V ie t ­
n a m , a g a in  on one o f the m a in  in f i l t r a t io n  ro u te s .  Y o u  see i t  d e s t ro y e d  in  
t h i s  p ho to g ra p h  a f te r  o u r  b o m b in g  ra id .  Y o u  se e  h e re  ( in d ic a t in g ) the a c tio n  
th a t the N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  a re  ta k in g  to  e s t a b lis h  f e r r y  s l ip s  in  o rd e r  th a t th e y  
m a y  a g a in  u se  th a t ro a d  f o r  in f i l t r a t io n .  T h e y  have m o ve d  te n s  o f th o u sa n d s 

o f people in to  t h i s  a re a  to  re p a ir  the bom b damage th a t h a s been done to the 
ro u te s  o f in f i l t r a t io n .

H e re  i s  a n o th e r ra i l ro a d  b rid g e . A g a in  yo u  can se e  the sp a n  d e stro y e d .

So  the f i r s t  p o in t I  w a nt to m a ke  i s  th a t the  r a i l  ro u te  and the ro a d  
ro u te s  of in f i l t r a t io n  f ro m  N o rth  V ie tn a m  in to  S o u th  V ie tn a m  have been su b ­
s t a n t ia l ly  dam aged a s  a r e s u l t  o f the  b o m b in g . In  a d d it io n , we have a tta cked  
t h e ir  a m m u n it io n  dep ots and t h e ir  b a r ra c k s .  H e re  a re  a few  p ic t u re s  o f the 
bom b damage th a t h a s re s u lt e d .

T h i s  i s  a b a r ra c k s  a re a , a v e ry  s u b s ta n t ia l one. Y o u  can see  in  th e se  
p ic t u re s  the n e a r c o m p le te  d e s t ru c t io n  o f c e rta in  a re a s  o f i t .  In  to ta l,  
about 41 p e rc e n t o f t h is  la rg e  V ie tn a m e se  b a r ra c k s ,  N o rth  V ie tn a m e se  
b a r ra c k s ,  w a s d e s t ro y e d .

T h i s  i s  an a m m u n it io n  depot c o n ta in in g  about 8 p e rc e n t o f the to ta l 
a m m u n it io n  s to re d  in  the c o u n try . Y o u  can se e  h e re  the d is p e rs e d  sto ra g e  
a re a  c o v e rin g  a v e ry  w id e  g e o g ra p h ic  a re a . H e re  a re  the p o s t -a t ta c k  
p h o to g ra p h s sh o w in g  the d e s t ru c t io n  o f the a m m u n it io n  b u n k e rs .  A b o u t 21 
p e rc e n t o f t h is  a m m u n it io n  s to ra g e  a re a  w a s d e stro y e d .

W e a re  a ls o  a tta c k in g  p e t ro le u m  ta rg e t s .  One o f the m a jo r  ta rg e ts  
i s  a t V in h ,  w h ic h  i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  in  t h is  a re a  ( in d ic a t in g ) . T h i s  w a s
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a tta c ke d  in  A u g u s t  o f la s t  y e a r fo llo w in g  the  a tta c k on o u r d e s t ro y e r s  in  the 
G u lf  o f T o n k in .  A t  th a t tinne  we s u b s t a n t ia l ly  damaged the  c e n te r o f t h is  a re a . 
S in c e  th e n , the V ie tn a m e se  have g re a t ly  expanded the a re a , add ing in  t h is  
se c t io n  and t h is  se c t io n  y o u  can see the new  ta n k s .  T h e s e  a re  the p o s t-a tta c k  
p h o to g ra p h s ta ke n  on the  2 6 th  o f M a y , tw o  o r  th re e  w e e k s ago, sh o w in g  the 
d e s t ru c t io n  r e s u lt in g  f ro m  o u r b o m b in g  a tta c k s .

H e re  i s  a n o th e r p e t ro le u m  a re a  a t P h u  Q u i.  T h e y  a re  e xp a nd ing  t h e ir  
p e t ro le u m  s to ra g e  in  the c o u n try . T h i s  w a s a new  p e tro le u m  sto ra g e  depot 
th a t w a s b e ing  b u i lt .  W e w a ite d  u n t i l  i t  w a s n e a r ly  c o m p le te d , and s h o r t ly  
b e fo re  i t  w a s in  o p e ra t io n  d e s t ro y e d  th e se  ta n k s ,  a s  yo u  can see  h e re  
( in d ic a t in g ) .

A s  I  s a id , we have a tta cke d  the b r id g e s  to re d u c e  the f lo w  o f m e n  and 
m a t e r ia l o v e r th e  ro a d s  and the r a i l r o a d s ,  we have a tta cke d  the a m m u n it io n  
s to ra g e  d e p o ts to  re d u c e  the a m o u n t o f e q u ip m e n t th e y  had to  in f i l t r a t e .
W e have a tta cke d  the  b a r ra c k s  to re d u c e  the n u m b e r o f m e n  th e y  cou ld  
in f i l t r a t e .  W e have a ls o  a tta cke d  t h e ir  s u p p ly  d e p o ts, o f w h ic h  t h is  i s  one 
o f the  la r g e s t  a t P h u  V a n , H e re  i t  i s  b e fo re  the a tta c k , and h e re  i t  i s  
a f te rw a rd s ,  w ith  a t re m e n d o u s  a m o u n t o f d e s t ru c t io n  a s a r e s u l t .  I  w o u ld  
g u e ss  about 60  p e rc e n t o f the a re a  and ca p a c ity  h a s been d e s t ro y e d .

H e re  i s  a n o th e r a rm y  su p p ly  depot in  the  s o u th e rn  p o rt io n  o f N o rth  
V ie tn a m , Y o u  can see i t  b e fo re  and a f te r .

So  I  t h in k  the  a n sw e r i s  th a t the  a tta c k s  have been e ffe c t iv e . T h e y  
h a v e n 't  stopped the f lo w  o f m e n  and m a t e r ie l.  T h e y  have re d u c e d  the f lo w , 
and th e y  have g re a t ly  in c re a s e d  the c o st  to  the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  o f con­
t in u in g  t h e ir  e f f o r t s  to  su p p o rt  the in s u rg e n c y  in  S o u th  V ie tn a m .

Q U E S T IO N ;  M r .  S e c re t a ry ,  w i l l  th e se  new  d e p lo y m e n ts  re q u ire  an 
a d d it io n a l su p p le m e n ta l re q u e s t  beyond the  7 0 0  m i l l io n  d o lla r s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : N o ,

Q U E S T IO N :  A n d  w i l l  we need a d d it io n a l d ra f t  c a lls ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ; N o , I  d o n 't b e liv e  th a t the new  d e p lo y m e n ts 
w i l l  re q u ire  a ny t im e  in  the n e a r fu tu re  an a d d it io n a l budget su p p le m e n t. 
W h e n  we p re se n te d  the  budget su p p le m e n t a fe w  w e e k s ago a s k in g  f o r  70 0  
m i l l io n  d o l la r s  to  be added to the f i s c a l  '6 5  budget, we sta te d  i t  w a s no t 
p o s s ib le  14 m o n th s  in  advance to  p re d ic t  a c c u ra te ly  th e  to ta l e x p e n d itu re s  
in  1966  and we d id  n o t w is h  to  fo re c lo s e ,  th e re fo re ,  the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f a 
budget su p p le m e n t so m e t im e  d u r in g  f i s c a l  1966 .
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B u t  in  a n y  e v e n t, we a re  n o t p re p a re d  and see no re q u ire m e n t  f o r  su b ­
m it t in g  su c h  a su p p le m e n t now . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the d e p lo ym e n t o f the t ro o p s  
th a t I  m e n tio n e d  e a r l ie r  w i l l  n o t a ffe c t the d ra f t  c a l ls  in  a ny w a y.

Q U E S T IO N :  M r .  S e c re t a ry ,  i f  o u r A m e r ic a n  fo rc e s  do jo in  the  So u th  
V ie tn a m e se  u n d e r the c o n d it io n s  th a t yo u  have o u t lin e d  in  g ro u n d  com b a t, who 
w i l l  be in  cha rg e  o f the b a t t le f ie ld ,  the d e p lo ym e n t p la n , the So u th  V ie tn a m e se  
o f f ic e r s  o r  o u r s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ; T h e  b a tt le f ie ld  w i l l  be s p l i t  in to  se g m e n ts  
and the S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  fo rc e s  w i l l  o p e ra te  u n d e r t h e ir  ow n c o m m a n d e rs 
in  one se g m e n t and U .  S .  t ro o p s  u n d e r t h e ir  C om m and in  su p p o rt  o f the V ie t ­
na m e se  fo rc e s  in  a n o th e r se g m e n t u n d e r com m and o f U .  S .  O f f ic e r s .

Q U E S T IO N :  M r .  S e c re t a ry ,  the m o n so o n  o ffe n s iv e  o f the V ie t  Cong 
h a s m ade c e rta in  in i t ia l  s u c c e s s e s .  C o u ld  yo u  g iv e  u s  so m e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f 

t  he e ffe c t on the m o ra le  o f the S o u th  V ie tn a m e se  a rm y  and g o v e rn m e n t and 
how  do you  com bat it ?  Can we h o ld  on b e fo re  o u r re in fo rc e m e n ts  get th e re ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ; W e have sa id  p re v io u s ly  th a t the V ie t  Cong 
w e re  b u ild in g  up t h e ir  s t re n g th  th ro u g h o u t 1964 . T h e y  had b u ilt  i t  to  a to ta l,  
we b e lie v e , b y the end o f the y e a r ,  g re a te r tha n th e y  had th e n  dep loyed in  
com b a t, and we th e re fo re  expected th a t d u r in g  1 9 6 5 , and we so  sta te d  p u b lic ly  
th a t th e y  w o u ld  d e p lo y  th e se  a d d it io n a l t ro o p s  a f te r  th e y  had been f u l ly  t ra in e d  
and f u l ly  equipped. W e a ssu m e d  th a t th a t d e p lo ym e n t o f a d d it io n a l V ie t  Cong 
t ro o p s  w o u ld  ta ke  p lace d u r in g  the m o n so o n  se a so n , w h ic h  began ro u g h ly i-th e  
f i r s t  o f M a y  and w h ic h  e x te n d s v e ry  ro u g h ly  th ro u g h  the  end o f O c to b e r, de­
pending upon the la t itu d e  and e le v a t io n  o f the t e r r a in .  O u r fo re c a s t s  p ro v e d  
re m a rk a b ly  a c c u ra te .

T h e y  d id  in c re a s e  the  n u m b e r o f t ro o p s  a s s ig n e d  to  com bat. T h e y  d id  
in c re a s e  the  n u m b e r o f o v e rt  a c t io n s . T h e y  d id  in c re a s e  the in t e n s it y  and le v e l 
o f b oth  t h e ir  h a ra s s m e n t  and t h e ir  o v e rt  a c t io n s . In  the m o n th  o f M a y , we sa w , 
t h e re fo re ,  a s u b s ta n t ia l in c re a s e  in  t e r r o r  in c id e n t s ,  a s u b s ta n t ia l in c re a s e  in  
the  n u m b e r o f a t ta c k s , and a v e ry  la rg e  in c re a s e  in  the  n u m b e r o f c a s u a lt ie s ,  
b oth  to  G o v e rn m e n t fo rc e s  and to  V ie t  Cong fo rc e s .

T h e  le v e l o f c a s u a lt ie s  a b so rb e d  b y  both the  V ie t  Cong and the G o v e rn ­
m e n t fo rc e s  f a r  e xc e e d s in  p ro p o r t io n  to  the p o p u la tio n  the le v e l o f c a s u a lt ie s  
U .  S .  fo rc e s  have e v e r a b so rb e d  in  a ny w a r in  o u r h is t o r y .

U n d e r th e se  c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  i t  i s  re m a rk a b le  th a t the m o ra le  o f the 
g o v e rn m e n t t ro o p s  i s  a s good a s  i t  i s .  T h e y 'r e  f ig h t in g  w e ll ,  th e y  a re  f ig h t in g  
h a rd , th e y  a re  f ig h t in g  e ffe c t iv e ly .

(M O R E )

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



'8

We continue  to rse e  in c re a se s  in  t h e i r  re c ru itm e n t. We a re  con- ~
t in u in g  to  see some in c re a se  in  t h e i r  s t re n g th ,  not as ra p id ly  as we -would 
l i k e  to  se e , because the  c a su a lty  ra te s  exceed th o se  e stim a te d  a t the  tim e  
th e  p la n s f o r  expanding the  fo rc e s  were developed. B u t the  fa c t th a t t th e y  can 
r e c r u i t ,  th e  fa c t th a t - th e  men w i l l  f ig h t  m d e r th e se  v e ry  heavy s t r a in s ,  I  t h in k  
i s  in d ic a t iv e  o f  the  m orale in  th o se  t ro o p s .

QUESTION: What a re  the la t e s t  f ig u re s  on d e se rt io n s?
r  I

SECRETARY McWAMARA: The d e se rt io n s  are ru n n in g  scmewhat le s s  than 
la s t  y e a r, b u t h ig h e r tha n d e s ira b le .

QLJESTION: Do you not p la n  a t a l l  to  have a coord inated ccmmand f o r  
the  jo in t  u se  o f  Vietnamese and U . S .  tro o p s?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The re  would have to  be a coord inated command b oth  
a t th e  f ie ld  le v e l and at the  s t a f f  le v e l when the  t ro o p s  are o p e ra tin g  in  combttt 
a re a s adjacent to  each o th e r.

QUESTION: M r. S e c re ta ry , you s ta te  th a t t th e  new F i r s t  C a va lry  D iv is io n ,  
the  new A i r  M ob ile  D iv is io n ,  w i l l  be made combat-ready as e x p e d it io u s ly  as p o s s ib le .  
Do you fo re se e  l i t t l e  use  in  V ie t  Nam?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I  don’t  want to  p re d ic t fu tu re  deployments o f  any 
u n i t s  beyond th o se  th a t  I  have annotinced today on w hich d e c is io n s  have a lre a d y  
been made. We have made no d e c is io n s  a f fe c t in g  o th e r u n it s  than th o se  I  have 
a n n o u n c e d . I do want tb  sa y , howevfer, th a t  because o f  th e  g re a t amount o f w ork 
undertaken by th e  Army in  deve lop ing  the  1 1 th  A i r  A s s a u lt  D iv is io n  o ve r the  p a st 
th re e  y e a rs ,  th a t  th e y  can q u ic k ly  co nve rt th a t  in t o  th e  a i r  m ob ile  d iv is io n ,  and
I  b e lie v e  i t  w i l l  be combat-ready f o r  deployment sh o u ld  th a t become n e c e ssa ry  w it h in  
about e ig h t w eeks.

QUESTION: M r. S e c re ta ry , i f  you sa y  th a t the  r a t io  between & h t i-  
g u e r r i l la  fo rc e s  and g u e r r i l la  fo rc e s  i s  u n fa vo ra b le  now, what wouldyou sa y woTild 
be a fa v o ra b le  ra t io ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  develop a s t a t i s t ic a l  o b je c­
t iv e  te re  th a t re la t e s  in  any way to  th e  ass-umed re q u ire m e n t o f  a te n  to  one 
advantage in  fa v o r o f th e  a n t i - g u e r r i l la  fo rc e s .  I t  i s  d i f f ic v iL t  because never 
b e fo re  has th e re  been as much m o b i l i t y ,  f i r e  power and c lo se  a i r  su p p o rt b rought 
to  bear upon th e  g u e r r i l la  u n i t s .

T h e re fo re , I  d o n 't  want to  g iv e  you a s t a t i s t ic a l  answ er. I  do want 
to  em phasize , however, th a t  th e  V ie t  Cong s t re n g th  has in c re a se d  to  such a degree 
th a t  i t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  to  expand the So uth  Vietnamese fo rc e s ,  th a t  even ta k in g  
account o f  th a t  e xp a n sio n , w hich i s  a v e ry  jgubs t a n t ia l  one, th a t  th e y  p re s e n t ly  
have underway, i t  w i l l  be n e c e ssa ry  t o r . s t i l l / a d d  to  th e  m o b i l i t y ,  the  f i r e  power 
and th e  a i r  su p p o rt w hich we have been adding to  re c e n t ly ,  and beyond th a t i t  
w i l l  be n e c e ssa ry  to  p ro v id e  combat t ro o p s  in  re se rv e  to  ta ke  carea o f  th e  emer­
gency s i t u a t io n s  where V ie t  Cong in  fo rc e  are about to  o v e rru n  the  So uth  V ie t ­
namese fo rc e s .
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Under th o se  c irc m sta n c e s^  o u r t ro o p s  w i l l  be a v a ila b le  to  come to  the  
a ss is ta n c e  o f  th e  So uth  V ietnam ese.

QUESTION: Where does the V ie t  Caig get t h e i r  petro levim  su p p lie s?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The p etro leum  s u p p lie s  f o r  the  V ie t  Cong come 
fro m  se v e ra l so ix rc e s, some fro m  China o ve r la n d , some by sea .
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Q U E S T IO N :  M r .  S e c re t a ry ,  th e re  h a s  been a lo t  o f sp e c u la t io n  th a t the 
U n ite d  S ta te s  i s  e m b a rk in g  on a K o re a n -ty p e  w a r.  W o u ld  yo u  e lu c id a te  w ha t 
i s  the  o v e ra l l  A m e r ic a n  s t ra te g y ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : W e ll ,  f i r s t  le t  m e re p e a t a g a in  o u r o b je c t iv e . 
T h e  S e c re t a ry  o f  S ta te  h a s  sta te d  t h i s ,  I  have sta te d  i t ,  the  P re s id e n t  h a s  sta te d  
i t  on s e v e ra l o c c a s io n s , but I  t h in k  i t  b e a rs  re p e a tin g  because i t  b e a rs  d ire c t ly  
on the type o f d e p lo y m e n ts  we a re  m a k in g  and the  s t ra te g y  we a re  fo llo w in g .

T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h a s no d e s ig n s  w h a tso e v e r on the t e r r i t o r y  o r  the 
re s o u rc e s  o f S o u th e a st  A s ia  o r  a ny c o u n try  in  i t .  O u r n a t io n a l in t e r e s t s  do 
n o t re q u ire  th a t we in tro d u c e  m i l i t a r y  b a se s f o r  o u r fo rc e s  in  S o u th e a st A s ia .  
T h e y  d o n 't re q u ire  th a t the s ta te s  o f S o u th e a st A s ia  becom e m e m b e rs  o f W e s te rn  
m i l i t a r y  a ll ia n c e s .  T h e  u lt im a te  goa l o f o u r c o u n try , t h e re fo re ,  in  S o u th e a st 
A s ia  i s  to  h e lp  m a in ta in  f re e  and ind ep end ent n a t io n s  th e re  in  w h ic h  the people 
can d e ve lo p  p o l i t ic a l ly ,  e c o n o m ic a lly , and s o c ia l ly ,  a c c o rd in g  to  p a tte rn s  of 
t h e ir  own c h o o s in g , and w ith  the o b je c tiv e  o f b e co m ing  re s p o n s ib le  m e m b e rs  
o f the  w o r ld  f a m ily  o f n a t io n s .

T h a t  i s  o u r  o b je c t iv e , th a t i s  o u r o n ly  o b je c t iv e . W e a re  no t se e k in g  to 
d e s t ro y  the g o v e rn m e n t o f the  N o rth .  W e a re  n o t se e k in g  to a c q u ire  m i l i t a r y  
b a se s . W e a re  se e k in g  to p re s e rv e  the  independence o f th o se  people to w ho m  
we a re  c o m m itte d  b y t re a ty  to p ro v id e  p ro te c t io n .

N o w , w ith  th a t a s  o u r o b je c t iv e , o u r  s t ra te g y  i s  to  co nv inc e  the N o rth  
V ie tn a m e se  th a t t h e i r  C o m m u n is t - in s p ire d ,  d ire c te d , and su p p o rte d  g u e r r i l la  
a c tio n  to  o v e rth ro w  the e s ta b lis h e d  g o v e rn m e n t in  the  S o u th  cannot be a c h ie ve d , 
and th e n  to  ne g o tia te  f o r  the fu tu re  peace and s e c u r it y  o f th a t c o u n try .

Q U E S T IO N :  M r .  S e c re t a ry ,  because o f the p re c is e  n a tu re  o f t h i s  w a r 
and the  w a y i t  h a s e sc a la te d , do you  and the P re s id e n t  p e r s o n a lly  in v o lv e  
y o u r s e lv e s  w ith  p ic k in g  o ut ta rg e ts  b e fo re h a n d  to  ke e p  i t  on a p re c is e  w a y?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : I  n o tic e d  c o n s id e ra b le  sp e c u la t io n  in  the 
p r e s s  in  the  la s t  fe w  d a y s a bout the  ro le  p la ye d  b y  m y s e lf  a s  S e c re t a ry  of 
D e fe n se , and the P re s id e n t  and o th e rs  in  c iv i l ia n  d e p a rtm e n ts  o f the G o v e rn ­
m e n t in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the m i l i t a r y  o p e ra t io n s . I  th o ug h t y e s te rd a y  th e re  
w a s a v e r y ,  v e ry  in t e re s t in g  a r t ic le  in  the N e w  Y o r k  T im e s  o v e r the b y - l in e  
of one o f y o u r  c o lle a g u e s. J a c k  R a y m o n d . H e  w a s re p o rt in g  an in t e rv ie w  
he had had the day b e fo re , I  t h in k ,  w ith  A d m ira l F e l t  - -

Q U E S T IO N :  S h a rp e .
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S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : - -  A d m ir a l S h a rp e , w ho i s  C o m m a n d e r in  
C h ie f o f a l l  o f o u r fo rc e s  in  the P a c if ic .  A d m ir a l S h a rp e , in  re s p o n s e  to t h is  
sa m e  q u e s t io n , I  t h in k ,  sa id  to  J a c k  R a y m o n d  th a t the P re s id e n t  and the  S e c re ­
t a r y  cf D e fe n se  had n e v e r u su rp e d  the ro le  o f the m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d e rs , and he 
w e nt on to sa y  th a t c e r t a in ly  r e s t r ic t io n s  had been p laced upon the m i l i t a r y  
c o m m a n d e rs , and th a t th o se  w e re  p e r fe c t ly  lo g ic a l and, to  u se  h i s  w o rd s ,  he 
sa id  the  P re s id e n t  m u s t  c o n s id e r a l l  p o lit ic a l and d ip lo m a tic  ra m if ic a t io n s  
o f h i s  a c ts ,  and he i s ,  a f te r  a l l .  C o m m a n d e r in  C h ie f u n d e r o u r f o r m  o f 
G o v e rn m e n t. H e  th e n  ended by t h is  s ta te m e n t, and I  quote A d m ir a l S h a rp e 's  
w o rd s :  " I f  I  w e re  the  P re s id e n t ,  w ith  h i s  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  I  w o u ld  do no le s s .  "

A n d  th a t i s  e x a c t ly  the p o lic y  we a re  fo llo w in g  w ith  re sp e c t  to m i l i t a r y  
o p e ra t io n s .  T h e  d e c is io n s  re la t in g  to  m i l i t a r y  o p e ra t io n s  a re  m ade a t the 
lo w e s t  p o s s ib le  e c h e lo n , ta k in g  a ccount o f the p o lit ic a l ra m if ic a t io n s .

Q U E S T IO N ;  M r .  M c N a m a ra , yo u  m e n tio n e d  e ig h t N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  
b a tta lio n s  have m o ve d  in .  D o e s t h is  a m o u n t to a f u l l  d iv is io n ,  and i s  t h is  
an o v e rt  in v a s io n  o f S o u th  V ie tn a m ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ; I  sa id  th a t we had c le a r  ev idence o f one 
re g u la r  N o r t h  V ie tn a m e se  b a tta lio n  in  South V ie tn a m , and th e re  w a s a p o s ­
s i b i l i t y  th a t e ig h t a d d it io n a l b a tta lio n s  w e re  th e re . T h i s i s  n o t a d iv is io n  in  any 
n o rm a l se n se  o f the  w o rd . T h e  b a tta lio n s  a re  s m a ll  in  s i z e .  B u t  i t  i s ,  I  

t h in k ,  an im p o rta n t  d e v e lo p m e n t. I t  does in d ic a te  n o t th a t the s t re n g th  of 
the g u e r r i l la s  i s  g re a te r th a n  i t  w o u ld  be i f  a c o m p a ra b le  n u m b e r o f m e n 
o th e r th a n  f ro m  re g u la r  b a tta lio n s  w a s p re s e n t ,  beca use  I  don’t  t h in k  th a t 
i s  the  c a se , b u t, ra t h e r ,  th a t the  N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  a re  h a v in g  d if f ic u lt y  
r e c r u it in g  in d iv id u a ls  to  se nd  down in to  the  S o u th  a s  g u e r r i l la s  and th a t, 

- th e re fo re , to  b u ild  up the s t re n g th  to the  le v e l th e y  b e lie v e  re q u ire d  to  
a c h ie ve  t h e ir  end in  S o u th  V ie tn a m  th e y  have had to  c a ll upon t h e i r  re g u la r  
a rm y  u n it s .

Q U E S T IO N :  A n d  the  second p a rt ;  I s  t h is  an o v e rt  in v a s io n  f ro m  the 
N o rth ?

, S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A : N o , i t  i s  f u r t h e r  ev idence o f t h e ir  i n f i l ­
t ra t io n .  T h e y  h a v e n 't  been in f i l t r a t e d  a s  b a t ta lio n s .  T h e y  a re  n o t u n ifo rm e d . 
T h e y  a re  c o n tin u in g  to fu n c t io n  in  m a n y  c a se s  a s  in d iv id u a ls .
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QUESTION: S i r ,  you d id n ’t  say >rtiere the petroleum fo r  the  V ie t Cong 
was coming from vhen i t  comes ty  sea, and could you say \diether any o f 
the sup p lie s Ib r  the  V ie t Cong o r N orth Vietnamese are coming from our 
a l l ie s  o r from sh ip s owned by our a llie s ?

SECBEnARY McNAMARA.: I  th in k  i t  i s  correct to  say th a t some o f the  
sea-borne commerce coming to  N orth  V ie t Nam i s  coming in  bottoms 
chartered from na tio ns o f the  fre e  v o rld .

QUESTION: M r. Secreta ry, how much would the  war have to  In te n s ify  
before some s o rt o f m o b iliza tio n  o f American in d u stry  would be required?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: M o b iliza tio n  o f American ind ustry?

QUESTION: Yes, s i r .

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I  th in k  th a t i t  i s  d if f ic u lt  fo r  me to  even e s tl-  
laate the circumstances under \rtiich th a t would be re q u ire d . We have so 
b u ilt  up our sup p lie s o f equipment and ammunition in  recent years th a t
I  can 't conceive o f any m o b iliza tio n  o f American In d u stry  being required  
in  connection w ith  the operations o f South V ie t Nam.

QUESTION: M r. Secre ta ry, regarding South Korea, what k ind  o f a 
m ilita ry  c o n trib u tio n  do you expect from th a t c o u n tr^

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The South Koreans p re se n tly  have about 2,000  
troops in  South V ie t Nam, p rim a rily  lo g is tic a l support and engineering  
tro o p s, but Inc lud ing  some combat u n its  to  p ro tec t those tro o p s. Whether 
the  Vietnamese Government w i l l  request a d d itio n a l troop s o f South Korea 
and how South Korea woxild rejjpond to  th a t p re d ic t.

QUE9UI0N: M r. Secreta ry, has the re sig n a tio n  o f the Quat Government 
affected  plans being made by the  Defense Department to  any measurable
extent?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, J± ;:h a sn 't, but needless to  say, we are a ll  
in te re ste d  in  seeing the development o f sta b le  p o lit ic a l in s t itu t io n s  
in  South V ie t Nam.

QUESTION: M r. Secre ta ry, w i l l  the  increase o f American fo rc e s neces­
s ita te  a change in  the command s tru c tu re , and w i l l  the  ro le  o f Ambassador 
Ta y lo r be involved in  th is ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, I  d o n 't see any need to  change e ith e r the  
command s tru c tu re  o r the  ro le  o f Ambassador Ta y lo r. I  do th ix ik  i t  
may be necessary to  introduce in te rve n in g  command elements, perhaps, 
between the U . S . f ie ld  fo rc e s In  South V ie t Nam and the commander o f 
a l l  fo rc e s in  South V ie t Nam, a l l  U . S . fo rc e s. General Westmoreland. We 
may fin d  i t  necessary to  Introduce a f ie ld  force headquarters, th e re ­
fo re , a t some tia a  in  the  fu tu re .

QUESTION: In  th a t eoxmeetlon, s i r .  I s  I t  p o ssib le  th a t General 
K ru la k  w i l l  move h la  headguaxtars from  H s v ftil to  V le t Nam?

MOfRE
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SECRETARY McNAMRA: Nol p o s e ib lllty  th a t I  am aware o f.

QUESTION: M r. Secre ta ry, can you give us an estim ate o f how many 
o f the 39^000 in f i l t r e e s  have since become b a ttle  ca sua lties?

SECRETARY McNAMARA.: I  can’t ,  o the r than to  say th a t the  lo sse s by 
the V ie t Cong have been sta g g ering ly  large fo r  severa l ye a rs. T h is  has 
been one o f the reasons %rt»y they have had to  move toward the use o f 
re g u la r N orth Vietnamese amy b a tta lio n s as a source o f in f i l t r e e s .

Nov, I  can take o n ly  one m orerquestion. I  th in k  ve are running  
out o f tim e.

QUESTION: M r. Secre ta ry, in  h is  speech yesterday. Senator B lil-  
b r iijh t advocated a hold ing  action th a t would avoid any e sca la tion  o f 
the action in  South V ie t Nam. I s  th is  a p o lic y  to  which you are com­
mitted?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I  d o n 't th in k  you c o rre c tly  quoted Senator 
F u lb rig h t. I  th in k  yesterday' in  h is  speech what he sa id  was th a t he 
supported the objective o f p rese rving  the independence o f Squth V ie t 
Nam and he supported the m ilita ry  action required  to  meet th a t o b je c t-' 
iv e . Tha t i s  our o b je c tive . Th a t i s  our m ilita ry  p ro g rsn . .

Thank you very much, la d le s and gentlemen.

TH E : PRESS; Thank you.

- 30 -
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R E C E N T  H I S T O R Y  O F  N E G O T IA T IN G

E F F O R T S  IN  S O U T H E A S T  A S IA

D u r in g  the  la s t  fo u r  and o n e -h a lf  y e a rs  the U n ite d  S ta te s  h a s 
m ade re p e a te d  a tte m p ts  w ith  C o m m u n is t  c o u n t r ie s  to re a c h  
re a so n a b le  s o lu t io n s  in  S o u th e a st A s ia .  T h e  r e s u l t s  to date have 
in  a l l  c a se s been n e g a tiv e  o r  u n s a t is fa c t o ry .

(1) B i la t e r a l  T a lk s  w ith  U S S R  and P e ip in g . T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
h a s f re q u e n t ly  h e ld  b ila t e ra l t a lk s  w ith  th e  S o v ie t s  and C h in e se  C o m ­
m u n is t s  on th e se  p ro b le m s  w ith o u t  f in d in g  any genuine d e s ire  on t h e ir  
p a rt  to a r r iv e  a t any se t t le m e n t  excep t C o m m u n is t  ta k e o v e r.

(2 ) G eneva C o n fe re n c e  on L a o s . O n ly  one a g re e m e n t h a s been 
re a c h e d , and th a t one h a s n o t been h o n o re d . In  1 9 6 1 -6 2  the U n ite d  
S ta te s  e n te re d  the  G eneva C o n fe re n c e  on L a o s  and accepted an a g re e ­
m e n t to n e u t ra l iz e  L a o s .  T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith d re w  a l l  i t s  m i l i t a r y  
p e rs o n n e l.  B u t  C o m m u n is t  N o r t h  V ie tn a m  d id  no t w ith d ra w  i t s  
th o u sa n d s o f com bat m i l i t a r y  p e rs o n n e l,  and th e se  fo rc e s  have 
sv ip p o rte d  P a th e t  La o  o f fe n s iv e s  a g a in s t  the fo rc e s  o f the L a o t ia n  
G o v e rn m e n t. N o r t h  V ie tn a m  h a s a ls o  co n tin ue d  to u se  L a o s  a s a 
c o r r id o r  f o r  the  in f i l t r a t io n  o f p e rs o n n e l f ro m  N o rth  V ie tn a m  to
S o u th  V ie tn a m  in  v io la t io n  o f the  L a o t ia n  a g re e m e n t. Rep ea ted  a tte m p ts 
to  e n fo rc e  the a g re e m e n t have been f ru s t ra t e d  by C o m m u n is t  o b s t ru c t io n .

(3) C a m b o d ia . T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h a s a lw a y s  su p p o rte d  the in d e ­
pendence, n e u t ra l it y  and t e r r i t o r ia l  in t e g r it y  of C a m b o d ia . In  1 9 6 4  the 
U n ite d  S ta te s  and S o u th  V ie tn a m  re sp o n d e d  fa v o ra b ly  to C a m b od ia n c a ll 
f o r  a c o n fe re n c e , but the p ro p o s a l came to n o th in g  w hen P r in c e  S ih a n o u k  
f o r m a l ly  w ith d re w  i t  in  M a rc h , 1 9 6 4 .

In  1 9 6 5 , fo llo w in g  a re n e w e d  C a m b od ia n p ro p o sa l f o r  a f o rm a l co n­
fe re n c e  on C a m b o d ia , the U n ite d  S ta te s  and So u th  V ie tn a m  a g re e d  to 
su c h  a c o n fe re n c e , but the  C h in e se  have opposed i t ;  the  S o v ie t s  have 
no w  backed away f ro m  i t ;  and the  C a m b o d ia n s too have changed t h e ir  
p o s it io n .

(4 )  U n ite d  N a t io n s .  T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  ra is e d  the T o n k in  G u lf  e v e n ts 
la s t  A u g u s t  in  the  S e c u r it y  C o u n c il.  T h e  P re s id e n t  o f the  S e c u r it y  
C o u n c il in v ite d  N o r t h  V ie tn a m  to f u r n i s h  in fo rm a t io n  re la t in g  to the 
c o m p la in t o f the  U n ite d  S ta te s ,  e ith e r  th ro u g h  p a rt ic ip a t io n  in  the
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in  the  S e c u r it y  C o u n c il d is c u s s io n s  o r  by o th e r m e a n s. T h e  F o re ig n  
M in i s t e r  o f  C o m m u n is t  C h in a , in  a le t t e r  o f  A u g u s t  12 to the F o re ig n  
M in i s t e r  o f  N o rth  V ie tn a m , e m p h a t ic a lly  p o in te d  o ut th a t the U n ite d  
N a t io n s  had no r ig h t  a t a l l  to c o n s id e r the In d o c h in a  q u e s t io n . N o r th  
V ie tn a m  th e n  re sp o n d e d  on A u g u s t  19 to the  P re s id e n t  o f the S e c u r it y  
C o u n c il,  s ta t in g  th a t the w a r in  V ie tn a m  does not l ie  w it h in  the 
com petence o f the  S e c u r it y  C o u n c il.

In  e a r ly  A p r i l ,  1 9 6 5 , the S e c re ta ry  G e n e ra l o f the U n ite d  N a t io n s ,
U  T h a n t ,  c o n s id e re d  v i s i t in g  P e ip in g  and H a n o i on the V ie tn a m  q u e st io n . 
C o m m u n is t  C h in a  th ro u g h  the m e d iu m  o f the P e o p le 's  D a ily  co m m ented  
on A p r i l  12 th a t U  T h a n t  w a s k n o c k in g  at the  w ro n g  d o o r and sh o u ld  
s p a re  h im s e l f  the t ro u b le  s in c e  " th e  V ie tn a m  q u e st io n  h a s n o th in g  to 
do w ith  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s .  ' '  T h e  P r im e  M in i s t e r  o f N o r t h  V ie tn a m , 
P h a m  V a n  D o n g , in  a s ta te m e n t on A p r i l  8 sa id  th a t "a n y  a pproach 
te n d in g  to se c u re  U n ite d  N a t io n s  in te rv e n t io n  in  the V ie tn a m  s itu a t io n  
i s .  . . in a p p ro p r ia te .  "

(5 ) E x p lo ra t io n  o f a V ie tn a m  S e t t le m e n t . On F e b ru a ry  20 the 
U n ite d  K in g d o m , w ith  o u r  e n c o u ra g e m e n t and su p p o rt ,  p ro p o se d  to the 
S o v ie t  U n io n  th a t the  B r i t i s h  and S o v ie t s  u n d e rta ke  a s G eneva C o - 
C h a irm e n  to e x p lo re  the  b a se s o f  a p o s s ib le  V ie tn a m  se t t le m e n t  w ith  
a l l  the G eneva C o n fe re n c e  c o u n t r ie s .  T h e  S o v ie t s  - -  o b v io u s ly  u n d e r 
p r e s s u r e  f ro m  H a n o i and P e ip in g  - -  w e re  n o t even p re p a re d  to cooperate  
in  se e k in g  the v ie w s  o f the p a r t ie s  co nc e rne d  re g a rd in g  the g ro u n d s f o r  
s e t t le m e n t .

(6) G o rd o n  W a lk e r  M is s io n .  T h e  B r i t i s h  the n  u n d e rto o k  to se n d  
G o rd o n  W a lk e r  to  v i s i t  in te re s t e d  c o u n t r ie s  and e x p lo re  the b a se s f o r
a V ie tn a m  s e t t le m e n t .  G o rd o n  W a lk e r  v is i t e d  S o u th  V ie tn a m , C a m b o d ia , 
L a o s ,  T h a ila n d ,  and B u rm a  in  A p r i l .  P e ip in g ,  h o w e v e r, in fo rm e d  the 
B r i t i s h  G o v e rn m e n t th a t he w o u ld  n o t be w e lc o m e . H a n o i a ls o  d e c lin e d  
to  re c e iv e  h im .

(7) U n ite d  S ta te s  R e a d in e s s  f o r  U n c o n d it io n a l D i s c u s s io n s . On 
A p r i l  7 P r e s id e n t  J o h n so n  sta te d  th a t the U n ite d  S ta te s  re m a in s  re a d y  
f o r  u n c o n d it io n a l d is c u s s io n s  w ith  th e  g o v e rn m e n ts  c o n c e rn e d . H e  noted 
th a t we have sta te d  t h i s  p o s it io n  o v e r and o v e r a ga in  to f r ie n d  and foe 
a l ik e .  H a n o i and P e ip in g  have re fu s e d  to re sp o n d , c a llin g  the  p ro p o sa l 
"a  h o a x , "  "a  b ig  s w in d le , "  "a  l ie  c o ve re d  w ith  f lo w e r s . "
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(8) A p p e a l o f Se ve n te e n  N o na ljp ned. N a t io n s .  In  re sp o n d in g  
A p r i l  8 to  an appeal of se v e n te e n  n o n a lig n e d  n a t io n s  f o r  a p e a c e fu l 
s o lu t io n  th ro u g h  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith o u t p re c o n d it io n s ,  the  U n ite d  
S ta te s  re ite ra te d  P r e s id e n t  J o h n s o n 's  s ta te m e n t th a t i t  re m a in s  
re a d y  f o r  u n c o n d it io n a l d is c u s s io n s .

B u t  th ro u g h  the m e d iu m  o f  the P e o p le 's  D a ily  C o m m u n is t  C h in a  
re je c te d  u n c o n d it io n a l n e g o t ia t io n s . M a r s h a l T i t o  and o th e r u n sp e c if ie d  
b a c k e rs  o f the 1 7 -n a t io n  appeal w e re  la b e le d  " m o n s t e r s  and f r e a k s . "  
N o r t h  V ie tn a m  l ik e w is e  re je c te d  the n o n a lig n e d  appeal th ro u g h  an 
a u th o r iz e d  s ta te m e n t by the  V ie tn a m  N e w s A g e n c y .

(9) In d ia n  P ro p o s a l on V ie tn a m . T h e  In d ia n  G o v e rn m e n t ha s 
p ro p o se d  (a) the  c e s sa t io n  o f h o s t i l i t ie s  by both s id e s ,  (b) the  p o lic in g  
o f b o u n d a rie s  by an A f r o - A s ia n  p a t ro l fo rc e , and (c) the  m a in te na n c e  
o f p re s e n t  b o u n d a rie s  so  lo n g  a s the  people c o n c e rne d  d e s ire  i t .  T h e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  h a s p u b lic ly  noted t h is  p ro p o s a l w ith  in t e r e s t  and i s  g iv in g  
i t  v e ry  c a re fu l c o n s id e ra t io n . T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  i s  c o n tin u in g  d is c u s s io n s  
o f t h i s  p ro p o s a l w ith  the In d ia n  G o v e rn m e n t.

C o m m u n is t  C h in a  h a s denounced th e  In d ia n  p ro p o s a l a s a p lo t to  
u se  A f r o - A s ia n  c o u n t r ie s  to s e rv e  U S  a g g re s s io n  a g a in s t  V ie tn a m , and 
a c c u se s  the In d ia n  G o v e rn m e n t o f b e tra y in g  the  A f r o - A s ia n  sta n d  a g a in st  
" im p e r ia l i s m "  and " c o lo n ia l i s m . "  H a n o i h a s a lso  re je c te d  the  In d ia n  
p ro p o s a l.-

(1 0 ) B o m b in g  P a u s e . D u r in g  the p e r io d  M a y  1 3 -1 7  the  U n ite d  
S ta te s  su sp e n d e d  b om b ing  o p e ra t io n s  a g a in s t  N o r th  V ie tn a m . T h i s  fact 
w a s kn o w n  to  H a n o i,  but th e re  w a s no re s p o n s e  in d ic a t in g  an in te n t io n  
to m ove  to w a rd  a s e t t le m e n t .  T h e  V ie tn a m  N e w s A g e ncy in  H a n o i 
c a lle d  the s u s p e n s io n  "a  w o rn -o u t  t r ic k  o f d e c e it and th re a t .  "  T h e  N e w  
C h in a  N e w s A g e n c y  in  P e ip in g  c h a ra c te r iz e d  the s u s p e n s io n  a s "a  peace 
s w in d le , "  "a n  A m e r ic a n  h o a x , "  and " w a r  b la c k m a il. "

(1 1 ) C a na d ia n A p p ro a c h  to N o r t h  V ie tn a m . A t  the end o f M a y  the 
C anad ian re p re s e n ta t iv e  on the In te rn a t io n a l C o n t ro l C o m m is s io n  in  
V ie tn a m  w e nt to H a n o i to le a rn  the N o r th  V ie tn a m e se  re a c t io n  to t h is  
p a u se . O n the b a s is  o f  h is  re p o r t ,  C anad ian F o re ig n  M in i s t e r  M a r t in  
h a s  conc luded th a t N o r t h  V ie tn a m  and C o m m u n is t  C h in a  a re  n o t 
re c e p t iv e  to peace o v e r t u re s  a t t h i s  t im e .  T h e y  a re  n o t re a d y  f o r  
n e g o t ia t io n s .
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* NARS, Dat^ 0 9 ^ 3  1
, :  . m T m r n S v i E E ^ R j i M - ^ D s p S i m e B ^  ■ ■ .̂-
I "  IKDICATE: n c o u ic r . -   ̂ . ■■ ;. :->--^-'
5.' □cHAicsTo. -:■ "■ . ;■ , ' ■ _ ■ "
t '■■ —

'  ■ i
ACTION: Am Sm bassy SAIGON ^ ^ .^ S B fiv E S D I A T H  .

^  a  J«18 9 5?m'65
- INFO; C I K C P A C _ _ _ _  IMMSDIAT3 ^

. / - ' E X D B  ' "
JOINT STATB-DSFEI-TSE MiBSAGE
V/e do not I’pt not agree with COJiUSJMCV I50305Z that v/e 

. can avoid publicity o r comments ccncemSiig use d  B -52’s  in SVN. With 

follov^-up c^sraticn sura to reveal nature of attack aiid v/iui pcssibJIily 

c£ leak at any level, baliove this vŝ otild g 5 i 123 into slinaticn where we 

app sarcd to be ccncsaling tyi^e csf attack and a ircra it Invc-Iysd, and this 

wouid only heighten sxispicions and perhaps lead to reasU ais  s im ilar to €i03e 

that accompanied "unauthorized stories on tsa r  g'as.

,  ̂ Hence, we ts lie v o  there should be initial aimouacemsnt ii^ o ra  Saigon 

promptly a fter word is  received  that strilie  has been completed. Fcllowm g '

: f is  our present prcpcsed text on wMch we request ycu r ccznmsnt fo r accuracy 

and tone. Our cbjecUve v/culd be to have initial s to iy  ir^lude fa ll enoug-i

detail so  that nature and justification of attack would be d e a r  from  outset,

but we v/oi‘ild leave further qi.isstlons and any dfecussicn ar.d policy 

implications~for follow-up treatment in WasliingScn following day. Request 

■ your comments urgently ca €ais plan and cn propcsed t e s t  You shculd

„  . Z f d ^ t d  b y *  ^  ■. o T i S "

^  y / illia m  P . B im d y/o irLi2 i
C l M r a r . c « »

T * i » 3r » f h i e  t n n i m i i s J e n  a n d  . - > - • w ^ ’nr •• . . •  , . •

cî -uiiHcHon .pp̂ovKi by____Jjeonard tfnaer

; EoD -  S ecrelary  IvicKamara ,  „  c h r l- f - M - 'a
' .F E / V M -M r. U ngsr ®'“

■ V ' ' ■, • ■ ■ REPRODUCTiCN FAOM THIS CO?Y IS
'PilOHlBilJD UNLESS ''UNCLASSIFIED"

lS>%̂ DS-322
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Page__̂_2_of telegram to-----SalCTOrij CINCPAC

'■ "TO P ’B IirC H E T

J  f  J 3

also get highest available GVN reaction to this general plan and to nature of 
giving

text v/ithout them exact version.

DRAFT TEXT

B-52 skxa* a ircraft today bombed a wooded Viet Cong concentration area 

in South Vietnam. The attack was carried  out at the request of the GVN and in 

cooperation v/ith Vietnamese 5121s  ground forces.

It had become evident in recent months that the Viet Cong were using a 

new tactic of concentrating forces in uninhabited areas, concealed under heavy 

forest canopy, prior to launching an attack against a South Vietnam.ese district 

town or other target objective. They apparently have adopted this tactic 

to avoid concentrating in open, more visible areas.

The Viet Cong followed this practice prior to tlie attecks some ten 

days ago against Ba Gia in Quang Ngai province of central South Vietnam and last 

week in the attack against Dong Xoai, a d istrict town north of Saigon. Several 

days ago reliable intelligence Indicated a new groupir^g of V iet Cong forces 

between their War Zones C and D, an uninhabited region north of Saigon that 

has long been a V iet Cong stronghold. The area is believed to contain a Viet 

Cong headquarters, several combat units, and the hub of a VC radio net. These 

Viet Cong forces evidently v/ere preparing to launch an attack within the next 

day or two agairist one or more South Vietnamese villages or d istrict to\?/ns.

V ,

%

TO P S E C R E T ■
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*'• Page--- 3— of telegram to  ̂ CINCPAC ^  ^ ^  J) _____ ________ _

_ J £ © P -S E n E 5 7 I------ ^

I

In order to disperse and destroy these Viet Cong forces, 30 United States
If

A ir Force B-52 bombers have just carried  out a pattern bombing attack against
' i 

this concentration in the portion of War Zone D marked by a 32S D ia z ig ! e  rectangle j

{
on the photograph (if photograph available). The area subjected to attack is \

I
approximately one by two ra.iles; it is  heavily forested and is located several m iles av/ay

»
from  any areas in South Vietnam populated by civilians. Because of the heavy 

f  orest canopy, it was not possible to pinpoint the specific Viet Cong targets —  if 

they were to be destroyed it could only be by an area attack, uniformly 

distributed and rapidly executed. B -52 's were selected for this m ission because
t

th e ir  bom b-carrying capacity and equipment make them the a ircraft best suited to 

ca rry  out such an attack most accurately and safely.

The bombing was carried  out in full daylight by aircraft based on Guam; 

p re c ise  delivery of the weapons used was assured by the assistance of electronic 

system s ordinarily employed by these forces.

Government of South Vietnam forces are continuing attacks s.gainst 

Viet Cong forces in the area. END DRAFT TEST.

END

RUSK

■ 'fG P 'B E C H E T
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
W A S H IN G TO N ,  D.C. 20301 J

June 16, 1965

M EM O H .\ N D U M  F O R  Hoaorable Douglas M a c A rth u r I I
A s s is ta n t  S e c re ta ry  o f Sta te  fo r  

C o ng re ssio na l R e la tio n s

S U B J E C T :  C o ng re ssio na l T ra v e l to V ie tnam

C u r soundings w ith  the cha irm en o f the .Armed 
S e rv ic e s  and A p p ro p ria tio n s C c m in itte e s and yo ur 
soundings w ith  the cha irm en o f the F o re ig n  R e la tio n s  
and F o re ig n  A f fa i r s  C om m ittees a ll  indicate an aU^iost 
u n ifo rm ly  cool a ttitud e  tow ard the idea o f a combined 
com m ittee t r ip  to V ie tnam  such as the one we have 
been e xp lo ring . U nd e r these c irc um sta nc e s we believe  
we should not proceed fu r th e r  w ith  j>laaa fo r  the t r ip  
a t th is  tim e  but should  reopen the question i f  and when 
new re q u e sts  fo r  cong ressiona l tra v e l to V ie tnam  a re  
received. Do you agree ?

SIGNED

David  E .  M c G iffe rt  
A s s is ta n t  to  the Se c re ta ry  

( le g is la t iv e  / f fa i r s )

cc: M r .  C 'B r ie a
li. l r .  J.^cGeorge Bund';^ ,
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Juno 17, 1965

TO : The Secre ta ry

FPwOM: P - James L .  G re e n fie ld

SUBJECT: Ainarican Opinion on 
Viet-Kara, June 10-16

U . S .  fo rc e s in  South Viet-Nara c o n s titu te  the  
c h ie f d isc u ss io n  top ic  during  t h i s  p e riod ; sciTC 
a tte n tio n  tJas given a lso  to  the Saigon government 
cri£!i^5. H ig h lig h ts  o f t h i s  d isc u ss io n  are given 
here ; a f u l le r  a n a ly s is  i s  attached.

1 -

2 -

E x te n s iv e  pres3 d isc u ss io n  o f the inc re a sing  
U , S .  m i l i ta r y  ro le  in  South Viet-Ham sho'.-7s 
v;idespread acceptance o f c u rrc n t U .S .  p o lic y .

A t the same t in e ,  xaany e d ito rs  ask fo r  f u l le r  
in fo n Tia tio n  about the ro le  o f U . S .  fo rce s  
th e re , cind fo r  f u l le r  d isc u ss io n  o f t h i s  ro le  
by Congress end the p u b lic .

Although dismaysd by the re tu rn  to  a m il i ta r y  
govemascnt in  Saigon, conssenting e d ito rs  main* 
ta in  we rmist c a rry  on our e f f o r t s  in  South  
Viet-Hani.

4 -  A few p re ss fo r  a cea5?e-fire.

3 -

P/POS zH S Fo s te r: ea
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i E L S G ^ A M  Dep'art77ie n t o f State

i  \

-SEg y JT  -
Acfion

Info

CONTROL; 159 35'
REC D:  JUNE 17, I9'S5 10 :01  AM

C l V - 7

FROM: SAIGON
ACTION: S E C STA TE  P R I O R I T Y  422 0

-G C e- R C T  -JUNE 17 

FOR TH E  P R E S ID E N T  

N 0 D I  S

D E C L A S S IF IE D  

Authority» l-etla,
NAKS, Dat e j

MY F I R S T  ACTION UPON RETURNING FROM WASHINGTON WAS TO SE E K  CUT 
PRIME M IN IS T E R  QUAT , GENERAL T H I E U  AMD GENERAL KY TO F IN D  OUT 
TH E  MEANING OF T H E  ACTION OF T H E  QUAT GOVERNMENT IN RETURNING  
P O L I T IC A L  POVJER TO T H E  M I L I T A R Y .  I  PRESUME THAT  YOU HAVE- SEEN  
THE  R E S U L T  OF T H I S  IN TE R V IE W  REPORTED IN EM 3TEL  4 193.
IN E S S E N C E ,  a TEN-MAN NATIONAL L E A D E R S H IP  COUNpIL I N I T I A L L Y  
COMPOSED E N T I R E L Y  OF GENERALS W I L L  OVERSEE T H E  A F F A IR S  OF THE  
GOVERNMENT. T H E  CHAIRMAN AND HEAD OF S TA TE  W IL L  3E  GENERAL  
T H I E U ,  WHO WAS FORMERLY M I N I S T E R  OF D E F E N S E ,  AND GENERAL 
K Y ,  FORMER COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF TH E  AIR  FORCE,  W I L L  BECOME 
PRIME M I N I S T E R  W ITH  TH E  LONG-HANDLED T I T L E  OF "COMMISSIONER  
IN c h a r g e  o f  D IR EC T IN G  T H E  E X EC U V ITE  3RANCH".  KY AS DE FACTO 
PRIME M I N I S T E R  W I L L  FORM A CABINET LARGELY OF C I V I L I A N S  AND PRESEN T  
I T  FOR a p p r o v a l  TO T H E  NATIONAL L E A D E R S H IP  COUNCIL.

W H ILE  T H E R E  ARE SOME FAVORABLE ASPECTS  IN T H I S  S I T A T I O N ,
I  AM D IS T U R B E D  3Y TH E  S E L E C T IO N  OF GENERAL KY AS PR IME M I N I S T E R .  
W HILE  HE I S  A V S L L - M O T I V aTED  , COURAGEOUS, AND P A T R IO T IC  OFF ICER  
WHO HAS m a t u r e d  CONSIDERABLE OVER TH E  PAST TWO Y E A R S ,  HE 
I S  COMPLETELY WITHOUT TH E  BACKGROUND AND EX PER IEN C E  NECESSARY  
FOR an ASSIGNEMENT AS D I F F I C U L T  AS T H I S  ONE. T H E  AMERICAN 
g e n e r a l  O FF ICER  C LOSEST  TO HIM D E S C R IB E S  HIM AS "A PROUD 
man and a f i n e  m i l i t a r y  COMMANDER, ALTHOUGH A N A IV E ,  I N ­
EXPERIENCED ' P O L I T I C I A N  and C I V I L  A F F A IR S  ADM IN ISTRATO R.
I  B E L I E V E  HE W I L L  DO H I S  ABSOLUTE B E S T  TO SUCCEED IN  H I S  NEW 
P O S I T IO N ,  BUT  HE W I L L  REJ^UIRE A LOT OF TECHNICAL A S S IS TA N C E ,  
m o r a l  SUPPORT and  A NORMAL AMOUNT OF CONSCIENTIOUS UNDERSTANDING."  
WE W I L L  DO OUR B E S T  TO PROVIDE T H E S E  MISSING I N G R E D IE N T S .  '

-SEC R5T"
repro d u c tio n ; - '- .m  THIS COPY IS 

-PRQ: ' u n le s s  "UNCLASSiFlED"
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-■SECRET ---- •
- 2 -  4220, June 17, From Saigon ^
SECOM ONLY TO T H E  IMPORTANCE OF TH E  P O L I T f C A L  S I T U A T I O N  I S  
TH E  M I L I T i ' R Y .  AS YOU KMOW , T H E  V I E T  COM3 MOMSOON OFFEMSIVE  
I S  CLEARLY ON, MARKED 3Y ANOTHER LARGE B A T T L E  (AS V IETNAMESE  
B A T T L E S  GO) A t  T H E  D I S T R I C T  TOWN OF DONG X O A l . AS IN T H E  ENGAGEMENT 
NEAR QUANG NA3I ON MAY- 2 9 ,  T H E  V I E T  CONG HERE SOUGHT TO 
DESTROY REGULAR GVN FORCES AND WERE W IL L IN G  TO TAKE HEAVY 
L O S S E S  TO ACCOMPLISH T H I S  O B J E C T IV E .  TH E Y  SUCCEEDED TO TH E  E X T E N T  
OF a b o u t  TWO b a t t a l i o n  EQ U IV A LEN TS  OF GVN C A S U A L T I E S .  TH E  
PERFORMANCE OF THE  V IETNAM ESE  TROOPS IN  T H I S  VERY HOT ENGAGEMENT 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN F I R S T  R A T E .

I T  I S  c l e a r  t h a t  T H E ,P R IM A R Y  O B JEC T IV E  OF TH E  V I E T  CONG I S  TO 
CHEW UP TH E  REGULAR FORCES OF SOUTH VIET-NAM AND TO CAUSE 
T H E I R  A T T R I T I O N  TO A POINT  WHERE MAJOR GEOGRAPHIC O B J E C T IV E S
Can  b e  t a k e n  and h e l d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e . ■ '
TH E Y  a r e  c o u n t i n g  UPON T H E  HABITUAL  REACTION OF TH E  GVN TO 
come t o  TH E  a i d  OF REMOTE PO STS  ATTACKED IN AREAS FAVORABLE TO 
V I E T  CONG a m b u s h e s . S INCE GVN FORCES COME ,
BY H EL IC O PTER  W ITH  L I M I T E D  CARGO L I F T ,  IN E V I T A B L Y  TH E Y  ARR IVE  
PIECEMEAL ON TH E  B A T T L E F I E L D  AND TOO OFTER  S U FFE R  HEAVY 
C A S U A LT IE S  UPON LANDING. .

AS A R E S U L T ,  OVER TH E  PAST  T H R E E  W EEK S ,  TH E  NUMBER OF GVN 
I N E F F E C T I V E  U N I T S  HAS R I S E N  FROM TWO REGIMENTS AND TH R E E  
B A TTA L IO N S  TO FOUR R E G IM E N T S ' AND NINE B A T T A L IO N S .  I N E F F E C T I V E N E S S  
I S  CAUSED LARGELY BY UNDER-STRNEGTH CONDITIONS R E S U L T IN G  'FROM 
B a t t l e  l o s s e s . : ^

GENERAL WESTMORELAND I S  THOROUGHLY AWARE OF TH E  PROBLEM AND'
I S  STUDYING MEW T A C T IC S  TO COPE W ITH  TH E  V I E T  CONG. UNFO RTUN A TELY ,
TH E Y  a r e  PRESEN T IN G  US W ITH  TWO A L T E R N A T I V E S ,  BOTH U N A T T R A C T IV E ,
E I T H E R  TO IN TER V EN E  P IECEMEAL AS IN  T H E  PAST AND TAKE TH E  
C A S U A L T I E S ,  OR TO CONCEDE T H E  LOSS  OF REMOTE T\|/dNS D I F F I C U L T  
TO D EFEN D .  W H I L E , T H E S E  TOWNS ARE NOT IMPORTANT IN TERMS  
OF P O P U LA T IO N , ' T h e  E F F E C T  OF ABANDONING THEM CAN HAVE A SER IO U S  
E F F E C T  ON NATIONAL MORALE.

I T  I S  UNFORTUNATE TH A T  T H E  P R E S E N T  P O L I T IC A L  I N S T A B I L I T Y  AND 
T H E  V I E T  CONG O F F E N S IV E  COINCIDE W ITH  PREPARATIONS FOR 
T H E  .ALGIERS  CONFERENCE W ITH  B EG IN S  ON JUNE 2 9 .  IN A N T IC IP A T IO N  
OF T H I S  M E E T IN G ,  T H E R E  I S  NO DOUBT THAT T H E  V I E T  CONG.
W IL L  T a k e  e v e r y  a c t i o n  P O S S I B L E  TO UNDERMINE GVN P R E S T I G E  
AND TO B O LS TE R  T H E '  APPEARANCE OF STRENGTH AND LEG IT IM A C Y OF 
TH E  L I B E R A T I O N  FRO NT.

I

TAYLOR I

■ SE6RET------  ;
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• F  'Apartmen t  o f State

Info
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Action ' ■ '
VV M J A 7 7 6 S ? A 7 S 5 J I ŝ 235« t • • • *'7'/ oj!trur>o DiTrrt'r. A
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.....................Z Z  R U E H C R  R U E K D f l “ * ' ’ ‘ ' " ' ’........... i i  RUC.HCH RUEKU A tS65 JIM 17 »u ,
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ZR 17;eSS2Z ZEA 
F>̂  AMEM3aS3Y^;SaY qo¥ )
TO RUEhCS/SECSTATECHLASK 4 2 ^  ‘ .
INFO BUEKDA/DOD 5 3 3  • • .
RUH'KA/CINCPa C f l a s h  2 4 8 0  DPrTAc;qmFn
S T A T E  6RNC DECLASSIFIED
BT Authority 7 ^  S '

T  0 --P -  g e e  R- ^ T  JUN 17 B y _ _ ^ , N A R S . D a t e _ Z l£ £ ^  .

E X D I  S

R E F  A) D E P T E L  2 5 5 5 ;  B )  JCS 004381 TO CINCPAe

T H E R E  I S  a p p a r e n t l y  CONFLICT BETW EEN f^EF A) AND B )  WITH  
r e g a r d  t o  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  on u s e  o f  B - 5 2 ' 3 .  TO C LA R IFY  S I T U A T I O N ,
I  RECa^MEND t h a t  JOIl^T GVM/US MISSIO.M R E L E A S E  EE MADE SAIGON’ OM 
c o n f i r m a t i o n . COMPLETION’ S T R I K E  TO FOLLOWING E F F E C T :

q u o te  IN CCNTINUATION' o f  ZOWAL ATTACKS UPON V i E T  COMG COMCENTRATIOM 
IN REMOTE AREAS, aT  REQ UEST  OF GVN, 30  B - 5 2  AIRCRAFT BASED  
ON GUAM TODAY BOMBED SUCH COMCEi\TRAT ION NORTH OF BEN CAT IN

P a g e  2  r u m j i r  9 5 s — g  e  c  r  e - ^ — .

B I N H  D U O N G  P R O V I N C E .  B - 5 2  A I R C R A F T  U E R E  U S E D  B E C A U S E  O F  T H E I R  

g r e a t e r  b o m b  C A R R Y - I N G  l o a d  a n d  h e n c e  G R E A T E R  E F F E C f i ' I V E N E S S  

R A T H E R  T H A N  T A C T I C A L  A I R C R A F T  H E R E T O F O R E  U S E D  F O R  T H I S  P U R P O S E .

unq uo te , . ' '

I N  R E S P O N S E  t o  Q U E S T I O N S ,  W E  W O U L D  E X P E C T  T O  U S E  S O M E  O F  D E T A I L S  

C O N r A I N E D  I N  P R O P O S E D  D R A F T  T E X T  O F  R E F  A ) ,  S T A T E M E w T  A N D  D I S ­

C U S S I O N ’ B Y  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  D E F E N S E ,  I N  O U R  O P I N I O N ,  S H O U L D  F O L L O ’ i  

T H I S  R E L E A S E -  I N  S A I G O N ,

t a y l o r

B T  .
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DE RUEHCR 15̂ ,58 17/0531Z ' '
Z 17B 529Z ZEA  
FM SECSTATE UASHDC
INFO RUEPyy/yKITE HOUSE ATTN t3R BUNDY 
RUEPIA/CIA 

'ZR 170515Z ZEA 
FJ1 AMEM3ASSY SAIGON
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE UASHDC FLASH 4239 ’
INFO RUEKDA/DOD 557 
RUMLHQ/CIl'3CPAC FLASH 2479 
STATE GRNC 
BT
e -0 N-y I  D JUN 17 ' . '

UE HAVE Jusrr SEEN TEXT OF SECRETARY MCNAMARA’ S PRESS CONF 
VJHICH ANNOUNCES THE EARLY INTRODUCTION INTO SVN OF ”SIX ADDITIONAL 
US BATTALIONS , PLUS ADDITIONAL LOGISTIC AND OTHER SUPPORT (WHICH) 
KAVE been REQUESED.BY GOVT of SOUTH VIETNAM. THEY ARE NOW MOVING'.

WILL BE IN PLACE UITHIN FEU WEEKS. THESE DEPLOYMENTS U ILL  
BRIK3 TOTAL US MILITARY PERSONNEL THERE TO 70-75,000 OF WHICH 
ABOUT, 21,000 WILL BE GROUND COMBAT PERSONNEL".

INFO IS  REQUESTED URGENTLY AS TO IDENTITY OF
THESE SIX ADDITIONAL BATTALIONS AND COMPUTATION UPON WHICH
FIGURES 70-75,000 AND 21,000 ARE BASED. THIS INFO IS  NEEDED ■
AT ONCE TO RESPOND TO QUESTIONS OF GVN AND OF PRESS.

TAYLOR 
BT ^

t3NNN

• f

. DECLASSiFIED , '
Authority / i J - n h . 7 .

%  ■ NARS,
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UTGOiNG lELPGRAM D e p a rtm su t o f Slat©
INDICATE: n c o L u a
□  C H A R G E  T O

S ' ?

ACTION: Jiiifabassy SAIGOS PIASH

I n fo i B'iFO s
Cim?AG T U B E

F u s a
ESDIS

-r

'b \ / '

0 I 7 6

r

s

D cpto l 2S37

’D e lste  fr© a  j© in t Q¥N/CS MlsM,©ri re lease phxass '^greater 

boinb ca rry ing  load and hence ” o 

GP°2

EM3

RUSK

O ra fta d  b y i  2 , 7

-J!E^iaager-5— tQh----
C I » 3 r 3 PC9 i :

T e i e g r a p S I c  t r a n jm is s lo r t  a r d  

c la s s i f i c a t io n  a p p r o v e d  b y :

S/3 = M r, H i l l i k e r  
lpD-5ec.ratajy Mcl'air.ara ( in  s-abs'banc-s) 
Se c re ta ry  RnaV ^ REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY !.S 

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

. i®3"DS-322
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3 / '

o U 'r e o K ^ s  l E L E S R M i  ' ^ ' e p a f t a i e a t : 4'̂ . 0
!NDiCA7?: □ C 0 U £ C 7

□ cKS-iTO

-!? •>- 
Onj!»

..C T
Jr̂a:

y

/

ACTION: Aiasabaisay SAIGOH 

l iF O :  CIKCMe 

B ID S

aA3H

Jo ifl 6 52m '65

d e c la s s if ie d  ^  ^

Jon^ STA'IS-DSFSSSE KS5SAC1S Authority ^
p,. . NARS, Date

E iib te l I1.239

S is  b a tta llo r^  re fe rra d  to  is i r s f t s l  ar-a tior'-sQ saaeuv^s* batt-^alioas

o f the  Ar:?^" 2s.fa st.Ty  Br-iijada schc-.il3̂ JLt;d fo r  dsployaffiit- to  tha  QM.

T r s ’i 2~Ca:;a fe iih  B a j ?.raa sjM  tbxes E a ssu Ts r ba ita lj.o .us o f th® I^ tbom e
(t%iO b atta lio n s)

Bilga.de oyigi?ia,U.y echsduied to  sfsplaca tJii» 173rd M rfcosas BaAgads/Sitsw i »  

■coimtiy.

R e a lize  t iia t  v l t h  dsployns'ata as appr-oTsd^ taa K s t iao reass

oi" maiieuYei* b a tta lio n s  irauld b-3 Xour s ia i'e  plaas ea^-sagsd 

of 173rd Air-borae Brigadej howeirsr, a Wasfcisgtos dsdLsiea to  rs ta ia  the  

173rd Airborae Brigade la  S W  i s  psadijag* You w i l l  be advised as sooa as 

decision i s  reached on tM s  and o t-i^ r daploy^asats d iseusssd  orx Asb Ta y lo r 

recont ¥as.-hit'gtori ’v lr- it^ fo llo iir iB g  'sffdch jovl m i l  m sh  obta in GVH clearc.Tiseo 

Yhs 1;o t2l  s tre n g th  o f 70»7i>j0v0 ”«?o'xld iasl\id-3 approxlm atal^ SHOO'D 

±ticTB33'3 ij2x tfee a i‘ore2 ia-rd.osad t*ja bra.gadss w ith  tha  r>emai!ader o f IrsCi'-^ase 

in  a ir , lo g l.stic 'a  and suppoi't- Jialfca sad persoa'n.i-'̂ lc

b y .

FS!  K^CovrhoTd;  b jh ;  gm 6/.17/65
T c l '^ r a p ^ i c  f r a n s m f u l o n  i n d  

• t f f a u t f i t a J t s n  * a p r o v * d  fcy«
>-£i -  Lecsiar-d Usgsr

C lM .- a .- i:< ii

P -  Mr, J o x ^ n

d® A sa . BAda. Blo*.iia (J tS tf J=3=9Ada. M ^stia)
s/s »  H r .  H illi^ <  ̂ REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY I S

--------------  PROHIBITED, UNLES3 ’'UNCUSSiFIED"

fortM ^

i
1 ■ ■...-..
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Page- _of telegram to_ Aflcii.basay SAIGOK

To> 5g-::.Tr‘r

The 21^000 combat, percoi'inel mentioned i.i2clude 13,370 reported h j in
! . tr'igadss

K-ICC te lecon 13.lOCfOZ and persotsiie l in  tx-3x> above on the v:ay.

GP-3

El®

_ ■.ii till..•*.-.• -vit--
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f  ouTGOiMS TEIESRM! D e p a itm e a t o f S ta te
INDICATE: n c o L lta  "■ /

M >'■
□  C H A R G E  T O  p  ^  ^

................... ..............

87 /  / . , « ! ]
ACTION: CIRCUIAR TO A LL DIPLCM4TIC POSTS AW VBW , EOKCrlSjfc,

Fg  SXK<5AP0HE  ̂ CIKCPAC FOR POUD m Z^D UTK  ^
kfoi

N M
10
v>

m:.

<5 <5
J o in t TB/Govem niett o f Viet-Nam annoimcement on use c f —

G
SP Arierican B-52 a irc ra f t  to  boaib V ie t  Cong stronghold in  South Yiet-Nsm has
SAH V foLlcT?“U3

ju s t  been made in  Saigon. Departr-ant o f DeTeise^_moun'i«-rf £!nt has been

icade hei-e gi\-lng f u l l  d e ta ils  o f s t r ik e  loca.tion^ rcasonr: fo ?  aseH 
AF
ABA Te x ts  & f so-iiiounceisents tra n s ia itte d  sa p te l.
EU R^  ' '' ” ...... and 31' i t  deemed such in i t ia t iv e  vriJJ.

Subject Ajnbassador's d isc re tio n / fic tio n  addi’eases's sb^uJ-d

<i"aw ho st govemrr.ent’ s a tte n tio n  to

USIA  (pther posts W  do so i f  they bs]le%'2 useful,
NSC

o th e r;d s8  u ss as needed to  respond to  qui:7tion-3. ) Announ3ca:?at answers 

iJKJSt questions th a t id .lL  a ris e . In  uiscussion-s should 'oe c lea r
NSA
DOD th a t action i s  in  pursue.nce our f i r ' s  detek-via.: \l^a h s lt. OVW ie  ftn d  s e lf
A ID  any new dep=rt‘ii*e

a g a inst aggression^ but does no t rp t not rep resent

w ar.

I f  questioned on previous use o f Strategic A ir Cô rEnand̂  ym. msf 

E s j that SAC w.a set up in  March 19k ĵ f ls v  nore than 2J.,000 softies 

in  Korê '.n war bet-'̂ esn July 13̂  1950 ( i t s  f i r s t  use in  cc"x-a>}

J u ly  1953. A2:i3o&i3a^2S^tesig!o55S:yZSS5b§.§cg:£-S€^aDa£§-^Sc^^^£!c

by,
• FE;M LBreckonjhjh 6/1?

T « !» g r 3 p h i s  t r a n ; r r is s i o n  e n d  

c l a i s in c iM o f i  a p p r o v a l  fay t
FE-Leor^rd Unger

......I0„ M r. Cleveland
EHR-Mr. Da7i3 NEA/SOA - M r. I.aksland (s-ubstance)

e o ^ l f i r s i i l T i l r  R=p.?0DiJCTi0M fro m  t h is  c o py  is

D EC LA SSIF IED  PROHiEiT^:: UNLESS "JN C USSiF iiD "

1%T DS-322 Authority
,  ̂By . NARS, Date
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Page,
‘2

_of telegram to_
GIRGTJIAR

G o m ^ m m k ir

ACTION ADDRESSEES:
PARIS (A lso  fo r  USRO)
ROME
EOmT
BRUSSEIS
THE HAGUE
OTTAWA
ĝ NGKOK
SEOUL
VIEOTIAIE
TPIĈ O
KUAU LWiFJR 
M N IIA  
KEl-J DELHI 
VJELLINGTON
m m

INFO:
O ther Addressees
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.j. j - r - . .

OOTGOIMG TELEGRAM u e p a r tm e n t  o i S ta
UIIC IA SSIFIED

I 0 8 D 3
IN!0 :CATE: □  C O L L E C T  

■ t s .r j . - .\ ’J c  V O

87
O r i g i n

F E
Ir .fs :

ss
G
3P
SAH
L
H
A F
ARA

NSA
10
?
U S IA
K3G
IK R
C IA
m k
DOD
A ID

D r a / tid  b y :

ACTION: CIRCUIAR A LL DIPLGm TIG  K S T S  AfID U3UN, HONG KOJ», SINGAPORE,

CEDPAG B2-IED nTE S 3^^  4 w \ l  11 1.1 ^  '^ 5

!ATIM

? FollCTrting i s  te x t o f announcement issu e d  by Department o f Defense

to n ig h t;

QUOTE ¥e c a ll your a tte n tio n  to  the  jo in t  GVII/DS M issio n  re lease
V  ^

O^st Hade in  Saigon2

IN fER  QUOTE In  continua tion  o f zonal attacks upon V ie t Gong

concentra tions in  resiote areas, a t the  request o f the  Governinent o f
29 id th  non-nuclear vreapons

Vietniaifij a irc ra ft  based on Guam to^iay bombed/k V ie t Cong

concentration, n o rth  o f Ben Cat in  E irJ i Duong province, B>52 a irc ra ft

were used because o f th e ir  g re a te r e ffe c tive n e ss ra th e r than ta c tic a l

a irc ra ft  he re to fo re  used fo r  U d s  purpose. E l©  IK iffiR  QUOTE

QUOTE I t  had becorae evident in  recent rionths th a t the  V ie t Cong

were using  a nê .? ta c tic  o f concentrating fo rc e s in  un in lia b ited  areas,

concealed under heavy fo re s t canopy, p r io r  to  launching a sneak attack

a g a inst a South Vietnasiese d is t r ic t  tovjn o r o the r c iv ilia n  population

areas. l|jsg(^^,§a§^5j^gdc^i34sad^4xfc!^9oS254dcfi§B£m^S§M.2

QUOTE The V ie t Cong fo llow ed t>5is p rac tice  p r io r  to  th e  attacks

r'E.-M LBreckonjhjh 6/17/65‘̂ .-/T^Jajraphic fra n sm is ilo n  and

e J a u i f i c a t io n  a p p r a v v - J  b y :
FE-Leonard Unger

C l i a r a n c « s

U^IGL^SSIPJSD
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY iS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFiED"

DS-322
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Page__ ? _ o f  telegram to.____ CIROlJLAIi

UIJCUSSIFIED

some ten days ago aga inst Ba Gia in  Quang Ngai province o f c e n tra l South

Vietnam and la s t  week in  the  attack a g a inst Dong Zoaxj a d is t r ic t  to ’ jn n o rth  
vjherenany c iv ilia n s  died, 

o f Se ve ra l days ago re lia b le

in te llig e n c e  ind ica ted  a new grouping o f V ie t Cong fo rc e s between th e ir
in

War Zones d and D^/an uninhabited reg ion n o rth  o f Saigon,^:j^xJ3Sft!akSJ^

The area contained a V ie t Cong headquarters and

se ve ra l combat u n its .  These V ie t Cong fo rc e s e v id e n tly  were preparing to  
a su rp rise

launch sj^ a tta c k  v a th in  the next day o r two aga inst one o r more South  

Vietnamese v illa g e s  o r d is t r ic t  to im s.
29

QUOTE In  o rder to  d isp e rse  and destroy these V ie t Cong fo rc e s, £jc^United

S ta te s  A ir  Force B~^2 bombers have ju s t  c a rrie d  out a p a tte rn  boirbing
—  u t i l iz in g  non-nuclear, h igh-exp losive  bombs —  a g a inst th is  concentration  

attack  
in  the  area.

The area

subjected to  a ttack i s  approxim ately one by two m ile s; i t  i s  he a v ily  

fo re ste d  and i s  located se ve ra l m ile s a%-ray from  any areas in  South  

Vietnam populated by c iv ilia n s . Because o f the  heavy fo re s t canopy, i t  

wao no t p o ssib le  to  p in p o in t the  sp e c ific  V ie t Cong ta rg e ts  >— i f  they  

were to  be destroyed i t  could only be by an area a tta c k, u n ifo m Ly  

d is trib u te d  and ra p id ly ' executed. B -5 2 's  were selected fo r  th is  

m issio n  because t h s i r  bomb-carrying capacity and equipment nake them the  

a irc ra ft  best su ite d  to  c a rry  out such an attack most accurately and 

sa fe ly .

\
\
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3 . .  1 .  CIRCUIAR 
Page______of telegram to_:___________

miCIASSIFIED

QUOTE The botPLing  ;^as c a rried  out in  f 'a l l  day light by a irc ra f t  based on

Guam; precise deliver^'' o f the weapons used was assured by the  assistance

o f e lec tron ic  systems o rd in a r ily  employed by these forces.
ground

QUOTE Government o f South Vietaam/forces are continuing attacks against 

V ie t Cong fo rces in  the area. UIJQUOTE 

END

RUSK

njiOIASSIFIED
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